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I  Cor.  xiv.  15* 

^  /  u)ill  pray  wrth  the  Spirit ^  and  I  unll  pmy  with  the  t/lr/- 

derjlanding  alfo :     I  will  Jing  .with  the  Spirit ^  and  I  will 
f.ng  with  the  Underjlanding  alfo* 

I  HAVE  hitherto  ci^lained  and  vindicated  the  daily  fer- 
viceof  Ottr.Chu>ch»  as  fy  9s  the  creed;  which  is  placed 
between  the  third  part  ot  it,  the  lefibns ;  and  the  fourth, 
the  petitions ;  that  we  maj  exprefs  that  faith  in  what  we 
have  heard,  which  is  the.  ground  or^at  we  are  about  to  a(k* 
Fof^s  fakb  cometh  by  hearing^  and  hearing  *iy  the  word  of 
Cod^  S  (o  we  muft  q/k  in  faith ^  if  we  think  to  revive  any*thing 
•fibe  Lordf.  '  For  bow  Jhall  we  call  upon  Him^  in  'wbom  we 
bave  not  believedX  ?  But  as  all  the  doftrines  of  fcripture, 
thougVc^uaPH  true,  are  not  of  equal  imp^ian6e;:(!lK;  more 
neceflarjMdKSles  have  been,  fron^  the  beginning  o^Chrifliani- 
tj.colleded  into  one  body,  csiUed  in  fcripturc,  tbejorm  of  found 
words  ^^  the  words  of  faith  {[^"ihe  priffcip/et  of  the  doSirine  of 
Cbrifl  ^  ;  but  in  our  common  way  of  fpbakiitg  at  prefent,  the 
creeds  from  the  Latin  word,  crettt,  ^iMf  iigniiles,  /  believe* 
Now  the  ancient  churches  had  many  fuch  creeds ;  fome  lon- 
ger, fbme  (horter;  differing  on  feveral  heads  in  phrafe,  but  a« 
greeir.g  in  method  andfenfe^  of  whicii,  that  calied  the  a- 
pojlles  creeds  is  one.  And  it  deferves  this  name,  noi  fo  much 
from  any  certainty,  or  great  likelihood,  that  ihe  apoftles  drtw 
it  up  in  thefc  very  exprefTions,  (though  foq:ie,  pretty  early, 
Vol.  III.  A  and 

•  Rom.  X.  17,  }  Rom.  x.  14.  (|  I  Tim.  iv.  6. 

t  James  i.  6.  7.  §4  Tim.  i,  13.  ^  Hcb,  vi.  r. 


5  An  Explanation  and  Defence        Ser.  XC  V. 

OTd  many  fince,  have  imagined  they  did),  as  becaufe  it  con- 
tains the  chief  apoftolic  dodrines  ;  and  was  ufed  by  a  Church, 
which,  before  it  grew  corrupt,  was  juftly  refpeded  as  the 
chief  apoftolic  fettlement;  I  mean,  the  KamcM 

As  vjith  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  right eoufnefs^  fo  with 
the  mouth  confeffion  is  made  unto  falvation  *  ;  of  which  con* 
feffion,  repeating  our  creed,  though  not  a  neceffaryy  fs  a  raf» 
tional  and  commendable  a^l.  We  do  not  indeed  find  it  to 
hat#made  part  of  the  oldeft  public  ofEces ;  but  furely  it  is 
full  as  proper  for  thefe,  as  for  private  devotions,  in  which 
.  the  primitive  Ghrlftians  all  faid  it  daily  f.  And  as  every 
one's  profeffion  of  belief  is  his  own  feparate  aft,  fo  the  creed 
is  worded  for  -every  owe  feparately  in  the  fingular  number  : 
and  therefore  unlefs  we  fay  it  along  with  the  minifter,  he  a* 
lone  teftifies  his  faith ;  not  we,  ours.  Nor  fliould  it  by  any 
means  be  with  negligence  and  i£|difFerence,  that  we  profefs 
our  faith.  For  what  we  believe  1ll^tj|e  only  juft  foundatioa 
of  what  we  do,  or  hope,  or  "fear.  •  Oj^this  account,  we  ftand 
it  the  repeating  of  the  creed,  ^gxpfefs  oflr^k#]M|Nfs  in  it, 
and  our  reac^inefs  to  contend  earAeJlly^  in  every  pro^L  me- 
thod, ^or  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints  %.  Turnfjir  at 
the  fame  time  towards  tm  eaft,  as  m|ny  do,  is  alv  %B(^eiw^f« 
torn  ;  as  indeed,  in  mod  religions,  men  Have  dirked ^Hir 
worifip  fom^^articular  way.  And  this-  pradice  bein^nf* 
tende«9^  the  fun  of .  rig^iftoufnefs,  who 

hath  ^Vpni]^n  us,  to  enlighten  u$  with  that  doa:j:inp  of  fal- 
vation,^nHffidhMre  then  declare  our  adheraiK^^r  oiAk  not 
to  be  con'(^^ined*£fs  fifperjlitipA  ;  and  yet,.  bem|||Hnp:  obli- 
gatory in  ^0^(,'  4p^  commanded  by^i|M|U5rit7^2Romiffio9 
of  it  ought  i^^  be  gaj^fed-^^rreveren^e  brwbbedience. 

Another  thintt.C'VA^yffre  ulual  in  iaying  tiie  creed,  is  to 
bow,  when  tlie  namlMf ^fig^*  is  mentioned.  And  fome  have 
thought  that  to  be  their  duty,  whenever  it  is  mentioned,  atleaft 
in   divine   fervice^    becaufe   tbey    find  ia    their   bibles  the 

worda 

•  Rom.  X.  lo. 

f  Symbolum  quoquc  fpecialiter  debeinus«->aDtelucaDM  Horiii  quottdie  rcccn-^ 
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words,  that  at  the  name  of  y^fns  every  inee  Jhonld  how  •• 
Bat  this  is  oo  ancient  notion ;  and  the  generality  of  judicious 
commentators  allow  it  not  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  place ; 
I  more  exaft  tranilation  of  which  would  be,  that  in  the  name 
rfjefu^  every  kneejbould  low,  that  is,  every  one^hould  pray ; 
according  to  tbat  other  paflagc  of  St.  Paul^  I  bow  my  knee9 
wto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Cbrijl,  that  he  would  grant 
yw,  Wc  +•  However,  it  is  a  pradice  of  fome  antiquity,  and, 
whatever  a  few  over-fcrupuloas  people  have  imagined,  furely 
•  hannleis  one;  for  nobody  means  to  wotfiiip  the  found,  but 
the  perfbn  whom  it  denotes.  And  thongh  we  confefs,  there 
is  no  more  reafon  to  i^t)rfliip  the  Son  of  God,  by  bowing  to 
turn,  than  the  Fadier,  nor  to  worfhip  him  on  hearing  the 
namey^/Sw,  than  the  name  ,€bri/l;  yet  it  is  not  good  to  be 
etmtentious  about  an  innocent  cujlom  Xt  which  alfo  may  help 
attention,  and  increafe  devotion.  Befides,  it  is  authorifed  by 
the  i8th  canon  of  our  church,  which  dire^s,  that  when^  in 
time  of  divine  fervice^  the  Lordjefusjballhe  mentioned^  due  and 
Iv^aly  remerence  Jhall  he  done  hy  all  perfons  prefent^  em  it  hath 
httn  accnftomed.*  Poffibly  thcfe  laft  words  may  be  defigned 
to  intimate,  tliat  fear  of  giving  oSence  by  leaving  oiF  the  cuf- 
torn,  was  %  principal. motive  to  the  injunAion.  And  if  fo\  in 
proportion  as  that  danger  abates,  the  injunction  grows  lefs 
impoiEtant.  Accordingly,  they  wiio'are  intruded  with  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  canons,  have  not  lately,  if  ever,  enforced  it,  or 
laid  ftrefi  upon  it.  And  indeed,  as  the  greater  part  of  moft 
congregations  difregard  it,  except  in  the  creed,  they  ought 
not  to  judge  hardly  of  thofe  who  omit  it  then  alfo;  however 
proper  they  may  think  it,  for  themfelvcs,  to  diftinguifh  that 
part  of  their  belief,  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  them  as 
Chriftians,  from  the  preceding,  by  this  gefture. 

Having  explained  the.apoftles  creed  at  large,  in  feveral  lec- 
tures on  the  catechifra,  I  (hall  add  nothing  more  concerning.i« 
here.  But  tlierc  will  be  need  to  take  fome  notice  of  another, 
«{yx>inted  to  be  rehearfed  in  its  (lead,  on  the  principal  feilivals, 
aud  feveral  other  holidays,  and  called  the  creed  of  St.  Atha^ 
nafi%f ;  not  that  he  was  the  author  of  it,  .  though  it  was  pro* 
bably  made  pretty  near,  if  not  in  his  time,  who  lived  1400 
A  '2,  years 
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years  ago  ;  but  becaufe  it  ezpreiTes  that  faitb  in  the  Trinity, 
of  which  he  was  a  principal  defender.  And  as  the  Komanifi*- 
threw  on  the  refprmers  of  our  church  all  manner  of  calum* 
nies  that  thej  could,  fo  it  would  have  given  them  a  great 
handle  againft  us,  had  this  creed,  which  they  repeat  every 
Sunday,  been  rejedted  or  altered  by  us. 

Many  indeed  have  argued  againft  the  ufe  of  it,  and  feme 
with  ftrange  vehemence;  partly  from  the  doctrines  which  i£ 
teaches ;  but  chiefly  from  the  condemnation  which  it  pro- 
nounces on  all  who  diibelieve  them.  Now  the  dodrines  are 
undeniably  the  fame  with  thofe  that  are  contained  in  the  ar« 
tides  of  our  church,  in  the  beginning  of  our  litany,  in  the 
conclufions  of  many  of  our  coUeAs,  in  the  Nicent  creed,  and,as 
we  conceive,  in  that^  of  the  apoftles,  in  the  doxology,  in  the 
form  of  baptifm,  in  numerous  pafiages  of  both  teftaments  | 
ovXf  here  they  are  fomewhat  more  diftindly  fet  forth,  to  pre- 
vent equivocations.  Any  one,  who  eicamines  into  the  mat-> 
ter,  will  eafily  fee  it  to  be  fo.  Accordingly  our  dilTenting 
brethren,  after  they  had  long  objeded  to  ather  parts  of  our 
liturgy,  confented  readily  to  fubfcribe  this  crted ;  the  articles 
of  which  are  the  common  faith  of  the  Catholic  iGhurch,  or  by 
immediate  confequence  deducible  from.it,  and  little  or  no- 
thing more.  There  are  indeed  feveral  things  in  them,  beyonc} 
our  comprehenfion,  as  to  the  manner;  but  the  fcriptune  hath 
the  fame.  There  are  expreffions,  which  may  feem  liable  to. 
exception ;  but  it  muft  be  for  want  of  underftanding  them,  09 
admitting  fair  interpretations  of  them.  The  aiTertion,'  that 
there  is  one  Father^  not  three  Fathers^  and  fo  on,  may  appear 
to  the  ignorant,  needlefs  and  trifling  ;  but  was  levelled  againft 
herefies  then  in  being,  which  took  away  all  diftindion  be-. 
'tween  the  three  perfons.  That  none  is  before  or  after  other^ 
means,  (as  the  following  words,  but  the  whale  three  perfons 
^re  coeternal^  prove)  that  none  is  fo  in  point  of  time,  not 
that  none  is  fo  in  the  order  of  our  conceptions  ;  for  the  fcrsp- 
ture  direSs  us  to  con  fid  er  the  Father,  as  firft.  That  none  is 
greater  or  left  than  another^  h  reconciled  to  our  Saviour's 
affcrtioii,  The  Father  is  greater  than  I  *,  by  what  follows  in 
the   creed,  equal  as  touching  his  Godhead^  inferior  as  touching 
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lis  manbaoi.  That  he  is  one^  altogitbir^  not  ly  cdtifufion  tf 
JkbJUuue^  but  by  unity  rf per/on^  means,  (for  fo  the  next  woida 
explain  it,)  that  as  each  of  .us  is  one  man,  not  at  all  bj  blend* 
lag  the  foul  and  body  into  one  fubftance,  for  they  arc  ftilldiC- 
tznd,  but  altogether ^  by  a  myfterious  union  of  the  two:  fo 
he  is  one  Chrift,  not  at  all  by  blending  the  diyine  and  humaa 
nature  into  one  fobftance^  but  altogether,  entirely  and  folely, 
by  an  union  of  them,  yet  more  mjrfterious  than  the  former  is* 
The  condemnation,  contained  in  (wo  or  three  claufes  of 
this  creed,  belongs,  (as  the  mod  zealous  defenders  of  our 
fiuth  in  the  holy  Trinity  agree,  and  as  every  one  who  reads 
it  confiderately,  will  foon  perceive),  not  to  all^  who  cannot 
noderftandi  or  cannot  approve,  every  expr^ffion  in  it  $  but  on* 
ly  to  (uch,  as  deny  in  general  the  Trinity  in  IJnity^  or  three 
perfiMis,  who  are  one  God.  Ttbii  alone  is  faid  to  be  the  Ca^^ 
thohe  faiths  The  words,  that  follow  after.  For  there  is  ott0 
perfan  qfthe  Father^  and  fo  on,  are  defigned  only  to  fet  this 
fbrdi  more  particularly.  And  the  concluiion  from  the  whole 
is,  not  that  in  all  things^  which  are  afortfaid^  by  the  ufe  o% 
every  term  above  mentioned,  but  in  all  things^  as  is  aforefaii^ 
the  Unity  in  Trinity  is  to  be  wor/hifiped;  meaning,  that  as  at 
firft  it  was  faid,  that  in  all  ads  of  faith  we  are  to  believe 
in  each  perfon,  fo  here  it  is  added,  that  in  all  ads  of  worihip 
we  are  to  adore  each  ;  nevei;  confidering  one,  even  while  ad-  . 
drefied  diftindly,  as  feparated  or  feparable  from,  the  other 
two.  Now  this  Trinity  in  Unity  we  apprehend  to  have  been, 
ever  fince  it  was  fully  revealed,  a  fundamental  article  of  the 
Cbriftian  faith.  And  yet  thofe,  who  believe  not  even  fo 
anch,  the  creed  no  otherwife  teaches  cannot  be/avedy  otjball 
luitbout  doubt  perifb^  than  as  our  Saviour  teaches  concerning 
the  whok  of  the  gofpel :  He  that  helieveth^  and  is  bapti%ed^ 
fiaU  he  Saved  i  but  he  that  believetb  not^Jball  be  damned  *.  Our 
condemnation  is  no  more  hard  and  uncharitable,  than  his. . 
And  neither  is  lb ;  bccanfe  both  are  to  be  interpreted  with 
due  exceptions  and  abatements.  Suppofe  a  colledion  of 
Cbriftian  duties  bad  been  drawn  up ;  and  it  had  been  faid,  ia 
the  beginning  or  at  the  end  of  it,  Ttbis  is  the  Catholic  praSice, 
fsii^i  except  a  man  obferve  faithfully^  he  fannot  be  faved^ 

would 
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.would  not  ever  J  one  under(lan49  that  allowaoce  xnuft  be 
made  for  fuch  things  as  a  man  through  involantarj  igno- 
rance miftook,  or  through  onere  infirmitj  failed  in,  or  was 
truly  forry  for,  as  far  as  he  knew  he  had  caufe?  Why  thea 
are  not  the  fanoe  allowances  to  be  underllood,  in  fpeaking  of 
doSrines  ?  For  when  the  creed  fays-,  that  Whoever  will  be 
Javid^  before  all  things  ii  is  neceffary  that  he  hold  thei  Catbolie 
faith ;  it  doth  not  noean,  that  true  faith  is  more  neceffary^  than 
right  practice ;  but  that  naturally  it  precedes  it,  and  is  to  be 
firft  le;^mt  in  order  to  it.  The  intention  therefore  of  die 
creed,  as  well  as  ol  our  Lprd  in  the  gofpel,  is  only  to  fay, 
that  whoever  rejeds  the  doftrine  of  it,  from  prefumptous 
felf-opinion,  or  wilful  negligence,  and.deth  not  afterwards 
repent  of  thefe  faults,  particularly  if  he  is  made  fenfiUe  of 
them,  or  if  not,  at  leaft  in  general,  amongft  his  unknown  finst 
the  cafe  of  fuch  a  one  is  defperate.  But  if  ^ant  of  informa* 
tion,  weaknef^  of  apprehenfion,  or  even  ezculahle  wrongnefs 
of  difpoiition,  ihould  make  him  doubt  or  dilbelieve  any  or 
the  main  part  of  this  xrceed ;  nay,  which  is  vaftly  a  worfe 
cafe,  the  whole  revelation  of  Chriftiauity ;  though  .we  pafs 
judgment  9a  his  errors  without  refenre,  and,  in  general,  on 
all  who  maintain,  them ;  yet  perfonally  and  iingly  we  prefume 
not  to  judge  of  his  condition  in  the  next  world*  %o  his  onvfi 
tnafter  heflandetb  orfalteth  *•  ]V(uch  lejfs  would  we  think  un* 
favourably  of  any  one,  who  takes  thefe  condemning  clauCes  in 
too  rigorous  a  fenfe,  and  therefore  Qnly  is  afraid,  from  a  fpi^ 
rit  of  charity  and  humility,  to  join  in  them.  Indeed,  for  the 
fake  of  fuch,  it  may  feen)  pity,  but  either  they  had  been  ori-^ 
ginally  omitted  ;  (fince  though  defeniible,  they  are  not  necef^ 
fary  to  be  inferted  in  a  profeilion  of  faith  \)  or  the  limitations^ 
with  which  they  are  to  be  underftQodi  h^d  been  ilgnified  in 
two  or  three  comprehcnfive  words. 

After  our  creed,  we  go  on  to  our  petitions.  In  thefe,  the 
minifter  and  people*  firft  recomngyend  each  other  %o  our  blef- 
fed  Redeemer,  in  terms  of  fcripture,  which  a  council,  held 
near  1200  years  agof,  affirms  to  be  ufed  for  this  purpofe  by 
the  direftion  of  the  apoftles,  and  may  certainly  well  be  ufed 
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k  witKout  it ;  77^e  Lord  be  with  you  *  :  And  v>ith  thy  Sf>u 
rkf:  Then  we  make  a  dire&  application, to  him,  under  the 
names  of  Lord  ai^  Cbrifi,  repeating  it  thrice,  as  a  mark  of  our 
eameftnefs,  that  he  would  have  mercy  upon  us:  Words  often 
addrelfed  to  him,  when  on  earth :  often  folemnlj*  reiterated 
by  the  whole  ailcient  Chutch, .  and  fpoken  hy  the  Latin 
Church  in  the  original  Gr^^i  of  the  NewTeftament,  Xv^t  MXtnfn'Xt 
bat  much  more  prudently  tranflated  bj  ours  into  Engiijb. 

This  done,  as  before  we  fubjoined  the  Lord's  prayer  to  our 
oonfeffioD,  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  our  pardon ;  fo  now 
we  prefix  it  to  our  requefts,  as  a  fummary  of  our  defires.  And 
brely  faying  it  again  at  fuch  adiHance,  and  with  fo  different 
a  view,  cannot  be  thought  a  vain  repetition  §• 

After  thefe  general  prayers,  we  exprefs  to  Gbd  diftindlly, 
io  fkort  fentencesy  the  feveral  heads  of  the  fupplications, 
which  we  are  about  to  ofier  up  more  at  large,  for  peace,  and 
grace^  for  the  king,  the  clergy,  and  the  people.  And  all 
thefe  fentences  are  conceived  in  words  taken  from  the  pfalms  ; 
excepting  one,  Give  peace  in  our  time^  0  Lord ;  which  hath 
a  reafon  added  to  it,  by  fome  thought  improper :  Becaufe  there 
u  nme  other  that  Jighteth  for  us^  hut  oniy  thou^  O  God ; 
whereas,  fay  they,  we  often  have  others  to  fight  for  us  ;  and 
if  we  bad  Him  alone,  why  ihould  we  defpond,  and  iramedi* 
ately  piay  for  peace  upon  it  ?  But  thefe  ob}e<Eiors  utterly  mif. 
take  our  meaning ;  which  is,  thaJt  whatever  help  we  have  be* 
fides,  we  look  upon  it  as  nothing,  without  that  of  the  Al- 
mighty  j  whom  therefore  we  beg,  in  the  words  which  they 
UDJuiUy  blame,  when  we  are  in  peace,  to  continue  it,  by  re* 
ftraining  fuch  as  would  diftnrb  it ;  and  when  we-  are  not,  to 
reilore  it,  by  turning  the  hearts,  or  ovcrthrawing  the  at- 
tempts, of  thofe  who  have  infringed  it. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  preparations,  the  petitions  them- 
felves  follow ;  not  in  one  long  prayer,  but  feveral  fliort  ones  j 
which  method  is  certainly  as  la  vful  as  the  other ;  and,  we 
think,  more  expedient.  It  reminds  us  oftener  of  the  Attri- 
butes of  God,  and  merits  of  Chri(l,  which  are  the  ground  of 
our  ajking  in  faith  ||  j  and  by  the  frec[uency  of  faying,  A/nen^ 

it 
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k  flirs  up  our  attentiorfi  and  warms  our  devotion,  which  are 
too  apt  to  languifb.  Thefe  (hort  prayers  have  the  name  of 
oolle£b ;  either  from  their  colleding  much  good  matter,  par« 
ticularlj  out  of  fcripture,  into  a  fmall  compafs ;  or  from  their 
being  originally  compofed  for  the  people  to  ufe,  when  col* 
JtSttd  and  aflembled  together.  And  the  firft  of  thefe  coUeds 
is.  That  for  the  day.  Befides  the  Lord's  day,  which  is  the 
weekly  memorial  of  all  God's  goodnefs  to  us»  and  our  duty 
to  Hiniy  we  have  annual  ones,  to  celebrate,  not  only  the  prin- 
cipal parts  of  the  hiftory  of  Ghrift,  but  alfo  the  holy  lives 
and  deaths  of  bis  chief  followers,  who  are  mentioned  in  the 
New  Teftamcnt.  For*  as  the  rigbteotit  are  to  ie  had  in  ever^ 
iqfiing  remembrance  *,  and  the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  particu- 
larly dire&ed  the  firft  Chriftians  to  rememhir  tbem^  which  bad 
had  the  rule  over  ibem^  who  bad  fpoken  unto  them  the  word  of 
Cod\i  as  they  did  accordingly  pay  diftinguiflied  honours  to 
the  memories  of  the  apoftles,  evangelifts  and  martyrs ;  and 
as  die  church  of  Rome^  which  had  gone  much  too  far  in  this 
matter,  would  notwithftanding  have  had  a  great  advantage  a- 
gainft  us,  if  we  had  negle£l;ed  it  entirely ;  we  do  therefore, 
on  the  days  which  bear  their  names,  read  portions  of  holj 
writ  relating  to  theni,  return  thanks  to  God  for  their  labours 
and  example ;  and  beg,  that  we  may  profit  fuitably  by  them. 
This,  then,  makes  a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  variable  col-  ' 
Ie£ts.  The  reft  are  appointed,  one-  for  each  Sunday  and 
week  in  the  year :  And  the  intention,  however  imperfc£tfy 
eSEccuted,  muft  have  been,  that  f6nietim'es  praying  more  ex* 
plicitly  for  this  grace  or  mercy,  fometimes  for  thai,  we  may 
be  Lkelier  to  obtain,  through  God's  goodnefs,  all  that  are 
needful  for  us. 

The  objeftion,  that  our  fervice  is  taken  from  the  Fopi/b^ 
'  aSeds  chiefly  the  collefls.  But  thofe  of  ours,  which  are  the 
£une  with  theirs,  are  moftly  derived  from  prayer-books, 
brought  over  in  the  days  of  that  Pope,  by  whofe  means  our 
&uroii  anceilors  were  converted  to  Chriftianity,  above  iioo 
years  ago ;  and  they  were  old  ones  then ;  much  older,  than 
the  main  errors  of  popery.  However,  partly  at,  and 
partly  fince,  the  reformation,   fuch  of  the  colleds  in  thofe 
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books,  as  v?anted  and  deferved  it,  have  been  carefully  cor- 
reded;  many  that  w^re  thought  improper,  quite  removed ; 
tod  new  ones  framed  in  their  (lead.  But  why  (hould  thofe 
be  changed,  which  are  both  faultlefs  in  therofelves,  and  re- 
commended by  venerable  antiquity  ? 

After  the  coUeft  for  the  day,  come  two  conftant  ones,  to  be 
ttfcd  every  dzy^  for  peace  and  grace  ;  general  words,  compre^ 
bending  between  them  all  blei&ngs,  temporal  and  fpiritud. 
In  the  former,  which  is  tranQated  from  the  ancient  Latin  oi* 
ices,  we  befeech  God,  in  tbt  knowledge  of  whom  Jlandeth  our 
hope  oi  eternal  l\f€  heareafter,  and  wbofe  fervice^  in  proportion 
as  we  improve  in  it,  gives  us  here  perfeB  freedom  from  the 
tyranny  of  fin,  and  the  ftings  of  an  evil  confcience,  would 
likewife  fo  defend  us  in  all  ajffaults  of  our  outward  enemies^ 
that  trufling  in  Him^  we  may  not  fear  them.  Thus  we  em- 
bolden ourfelves,  from  the  confideration  of  his  greater  mer- 
cies, to  hope  for  the  lefler  :  In  imitation  of  the  apoftle's  rea- 
foning,  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son^  but  delivered  him  up 
foruSf  hfxwfball  he\tot  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things*  f 
The  latter  of  thefe  colleds  is  not  taken  from  the  Roman^  but 
principally  from  the  Greei  fervice,  as  others  of  our  prayers 
befides  are  :  the  compilers  of  our  liturgy  prudently  extrad):- 
ing  from  both,  what  was  proper  to  enrich  and  add  authority 
to  the  work,  in  which  they  were  engaged.  And  it  begs  that 
I  proteftion  of  God  more  efpecially  for  the  prefent  day,  which 

the  former  begs  in  general :  but  above  all,  that  we  may  fall 
into  nojbt  even  und^fignedly,  much  lefs  run  into  any  kind  of 
ianger  of  it  wilfully,  but  do  always  what  is  righteous  in  his 

After  thefe  coUefts,  follows,  on  Sundays^  Wednefdays^  and 
fridays^  the  litany.  But  I  (hall  fpeak  of  that  hereafter,  God 
willing  ;  and  proceed  now  with  the  ftated  fervice  of  the  other 
days  of  the  week  :  in  which,  having  put  up  the  before-men- 
tioned prayers  for  ourfelves,  we  begin  our  interceffions  for^ 
other  perfons  ;  and  firft  for  (he  king^  as  fupreme\  :  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  apoftle's  injunfiions  X^  ^od  in  imitation  of  the  pri- 
mitive Cbriftians,  even  while  they  lived  under  Heathen  em- 
perors.    The  duties  of  that  ftation  being  very  important  and  ' 

Vol.  III.  B  difficult, 

*  Rom.  viix.  3S«  f  X  Pet.  11. 13.  %  \  Tixo.  ii.  I. 
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dif&cult,  and  the  hazards  of  erring  and  finning  in  it  many  andr 
great,  we  therefore  pray  Him,  who  is  the  only  ruler  of  the 
lieart  and  condua^^rwic^j,  and  beholds  the  ftate  oi  all  tbo^ 
dwellers  ivi  their  dominions  every  where  on  earthy  to  replenijb 
Qur  Sovereign  J  both  with  the  graces  and  the  gifts  ^  needful  for 
him  :  to  grant  bim  long  to  live  in'  lealth  and  wealth  ,-  that  is, 
profperity  ;  as  we  pray  God,  in  the  litany,  to  deliver  us  in 
nil  ^''^  of  our  tribulation^  in  aUtime  of  our  wealth  $  toftrength-^ 
athim^  that  he  may  overcome  all  his  enemies^  all  that  wifh  ill 
to  him  or  his  people  \  and,  finally,,  to  befiow  on  him  esurlqft'^ 
i^g  felicity* 

Then^  becaufe  th^  Royal  Family  are  the  future  Iiopes  o£ 
the  public,  and  in  the  mean  while  their  whole  behaviour  is- 
of  very  great  confequenceto  it ;  we  apply  more  diftindly  than 
the  ancient  church  did^  but  furely  with-  reafon,  to  the  fountain 
ef  all  goodnefs^  who  therefore  is  able  to  fupply  the  branches, 
as  well  as  the  root,,  for  fuch  blefiings  on  every  branch,- efpe- 
cially  the  principal  by  name,  as  their  condition  requires. 

After  this,  we  pray  for  the  whole  clergy  and  people  of  o«r 
land  :  that  he,  who  alone  worketh  great  mar*9els  ;  who  hath  in 
all  ages  marvelloufly  protefled  his  church  againft  the  devil- 
and  wicked  men  ;  who  endued  his  apoflles  with  marvellous 
and  miraculous  gifts  oa  the  day  of  Pentecqfl^  and  by  their 
means  many  others  -y  who  doth  and  ever  will  produce  marvel- 
lous efFe£ti  on  the  hearts  of  believers-  by  the  miniftry  of  hi& 
word  and  facraments,  and  who  only  can  do  fuch  things  ;  would 
fend  down  the  healthful^  that  is,  the  healing,  ftrengtheningy.- 
and  faving  Spirit  of  his  grace^  on  all  bi/hops  and  curattJ  ;  per* 
fons  to  whom  the  cure  or  care  of  fouls  is  intruded  ;  for  this 
the  word  Curate^  fignifies  throughout  the  prayer-book,  not 
merely  thofe  miniilers  who  ailifl  the  proper  incumbent ;  and 
likewife  on  all  congregations  committed  to  their  charge*     And 
we  further  befeech  him,  not  only  to  beftow  on  them  at  firft 
good  difpofitions  ^  but  (that  they  may  truly  and  laftingly //^/t/t 
him)  pour  upon  them  his  continual  blefjing^  like  a  kindly  d^va 
defcending  above.     For  neither  is  he  that  pldnteth  any  things 
neither  he  that  watereth^  but  God  that  giveth  the  increafe  *. 

Next 

•  1  Cor,  iii.  7.. 
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Next  to  this,  in  the  time  of  war ^  we  addrefs  ourfelves  to 
tbe  Jllmighty  Governor  of  all  things ^  vihoit  juflice  in  punijhing 
nsjinners  with  this  evil  we  acknowledge,  and  whofe  mercy  to 
deliver  us  from  it,  on  our  true  repentance^  we  hope  for,  and 
cannot  hope  for  it  elfe  :  complaining  of  the  ^nV^.  and  malice 
rf  our  enemies  ;  of  which  they  mufthe  gnihy,  if  the  war  on 
our  fide  be  lawful,  otherwife  there  would  be  peace :  and  in 
(be  genuine  fpirit  of  tllhriftiantty  intreating,  that  the  one  may 
be  abated^  the  other  afjuaged^  which  is  praying  for  them,  as 
well  as  ourfelves.  And  till  they  fuffer  their  difpofitions  to  be 
mended,  we  beg  that  their  devices  and  enterprifes  may  be 
confounded:  which  word,  as  dreadful  as  it  founds  too  often  in 
paiSonate  common  fpeech,  means  here  no  more  than  difap- 
pointed :  and  this  is  the  word  we  wifli,  even  to  thofe  who 
hate  us  and  defpitefully  ufe  us  *• 

There  is  alfo  appointed  a  very  fit  prayer  to  he  read  during 
tie  Sefjion  of  Parliament^  for  a  bleffing  on  their  confultations. 
But  here  it  may  be  alked,  how  the  compilers  of  it  could  ven- 
nue  to  call  In  it  every  one  of  our  kings,  in  all  time  to  come, 
mofi  religious.  Now  pertainly  they  did  not  intend  to  prophe- 
fj,  that,  in  the  common  meaning  of  the  word,  they  always 
would  be  fo  :  nor  yet  to  require,  that  we  fliould  call  them  fo 
in  a  fenfe,  that  was  not  true.  And  therefore  they  mud  either 
mean  by  religious^  (what  it  fometimes  means  in  the  language 
from  which  it  is  derived,)  the  objeft  of  mo'ft  awful  regard, 
&ered,  a  title  frequently  afcribed  to  kings  :  or  indeed  rather, 
mqfl  religious  muft  be  underftood  in  the  fame  manner,  as  the 
next  word  to  it,  gracious^  conftantly  is,  without  the  leaft  dif« 
ficnlty  or  fcruple,  both  in  the  liturgy  and  out  of  it ;  and  as 
the  titles,  moft  CbriJliaUy  and  moft  Catholic^  are  to  denote  the 
good  qualities  which  princes  profefs,  and  (hould  have  ;  and 
therefore  their  fubjeds  are  willing  and  ought  to  hope  they 
have;  and  by  reminding  them,  endeavour  that  they  may  have. 
Accordingly  this  very  epithet,  ^noft  religious^  was  conftanfly 
afcribed  to  all  fucceffive  emperors  in  St.  Chryfoftom^s  atid  St. 
Bafi(s  liturgies,  the  common  ones  of  the  Greek  church,  as 
it  is  to  all  fuccelBve  kings  in  ours.  The  intention  being  thus 
i:leared,  the  lawfulnefs  of  joining  in  the  expreffion  is  evident. 

•  Matt.  V.  44. 
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In  the  prudence  of  choofing  it  originallj,  wc  are  lefs  concern* 
ed.  Yet  in  defence  of  that  we  majr  plead,  that  this  prayer 
ypz%  compofed,  and  originally  ufed  ip  the  reign  of  a  prince,  ac- 
knowledged to  be  unfeigncdly  religious,  king  CbarUs  the 
Firft  *•  And  whatever  fcruples  have  been  raifed  concerning 
the  propriety  of  this  part  of  it  in  fome  reigns,  fince  happily 
there  is  no  room  for  them  in  the  prefent. 

After  thefe  particular  interceflions,  we  add  a  general  one 
for  all  mankind,  efpecially  for  all  Chriftians,  and  molt  efpe-. 
cially  for  all  that  are  in  afflidion :  to  which  we  fubjoin  as  ge- 
neral a  thankfgiving  for  all  God's  mercies  to  us  and  them; 
but  above  aU,  for  that  which  gives  us  a  claim  to  eternal  hap^ 
pine(s.  Neither  of  thefe  forms  is  taken  from  any  other  li- 
turgy :  both  are  excellent :  and  every  one  who  defires  it,  may, 
by  fignifying  that  delire,  have  a  feparate  (hare  in  either.  Thi9 
provifion  is  a  very  \ifeful  and  comfortable  one  :  and  we  ex- 
hort you,  on  all  fit  occafioos,  to  take  the  advantage  of  iu 
Only  we  muft  beg,  that  they  who  have  received  benefit  by 
^eing  pvayed  for,  will  not  forget  to  return  thanks  ;  but  con^ 
jSfcientioufJy  avoid  our  Saviour's  reproof :  Were  there  not  ten 
cUanfedf^  but  where  are  the  ninej-} 

*  The  general  thankfgiving  may  perhaps  to  fome  appear  fu- 
perfluous,  after  we.have  thanked  and  praifed  God  in  the  ufe 
of  the  pfalms  and  hymns.  But  it  was  inferted  at  the  reilo- 
ration,  becaufe  others  complained  it  was  wanting.  And  in« 
deed  it  is  a  more  methodical  fummary  of  the  feveral  mercies 
of  God  to  us  and  to  all  tnen^  than  we  had  before :  it  fumiihes 
.an  opportunity  of  thanking  him  more  exprefsly  for  the  late 
inftances  of  his  loving  kindnefs  to  the  members  of  our  own 
congregation  :  and  bffides,  as  we  cannot  be  too  thankful  to 
God,  the  acknowledgments, 'which  we  offered  up  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fiprvice,  are  very  properly  repeated  in  the  end* 
For  furely  we  ought  to  aik  nothing  of  God,  without  remem- 
bering what  we  have  received  from  him  :  which  naturally 
excites  both  our  faith  and  refignation ;  and  prepares  the  way 
for  that  admirable  colled,  with  which  we  conclude. 

It  is  taken  from  the  middle  of  St.  ChryfoJionCs  liturgy ; 
but  much  more  judtcioufly  placed  in  the  clofe  of  ours.    Il 

firft' 
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Ml  thankfoUy  ccmfefles  the  great  goodoefs  of  our  bleSbd  Re« 
deemer,  in  difpofing  our  minds,  of  themfelves  fo  variouflj 
and  wrongly  inclined,  to  aik  unanimouQj  of  Him  fuch  things 
as  we  ought,  and  cocouraging  oar  applications  by  fuch  expli. 
cit  aflurances  of  hearing  us.  Then  it  fubmits  entirelj  to  his 
wifilom,  in  what  manner,  and  how  far,  he  will  think  it  for 
oar  good  to  grant  us  any  of  our  particular  requefts  ;  begging 
nothing  abfolutely,  but  what  he  hath  abfolntely  engaged  to 
beftow  on  our  prayers  and  endeavours,  vfs.  that  praAical 
In^wiedge  here  of  bis  trutb^  his  dodrines  and  precepts,  his 
promifes  and  threatenings,  that  hereafter  we  may  attain  ever* 
laJiMg  life  and  happinefs.  • 

Thefe  things  done,  it  can  only  remain,  that  on  departing 
froon  God's  more  immediate  prefence  in  his  church,  we  xn<- 
treat  for  ourfetyes  and  one  another  (as  we  do  accordingly  in 
» Che  words  of  fcripture  *),  the  continual  prefence  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  wherever  we  go :  that  grace  of  our  Lord  ye/us  Chrift^ 
which  will  lecure  us  the  love  of  Cod  the  Father,  and  the  feU 
bwfifipy  that  is,  the  communication  of  the  needful  warnings 
and  affifiancei  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

Now  what  we  thus  faithfully  afk^  may  we  effeStuaUy  obtain^ 
to  the  relief  of  our  necefjity^  and  the  fetting  forth  of  Got  s ' glory ^ 
through  y^us  Chrift  our  Lord,   jimen. 

*  a  Cor.  xiii.  14* 
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1  will  pray  with  the  Spirit ^  and  I  will  pray  with  the  TJn^ 

dtrjlanding  alfo :     I  will  Jing  with  the  Spirit ^  and  I  wiH 
Jtng  with  the  Under/landing  alfo* 

THE  liturgj  of  onr  church  has  now  been  explained  to 
jou,  as  far  as  the  end  of  the  morning  prayer.  The 
evening  prayer  hath  nothing  different  from  it ;  excepting  the 
liynras,  that  follow  the  leflbns,  and  the  two  collefls  after  that 
for  the  day. 

The  hymn  after  the  firft  leiTony  called  Magnificat^  from  the 
word  with  which  it  begins  in  the  Latin^  was  ufed  anciently 
by  the  weftem  church  ;  and  continues  to  be  ufed  by  the  Pro- 
teftants  abroad.  It  is  the  fong  of  the  bleffed  virgin^  recorded 
by  St.  Luke*^  on  the  confirmation  which  (he  receivied,  at££- 
siahetVi  houfe,  of  what  the  angel  had  tcdd  her,  that  (he  fliould 
become  the  mother  of  our  Lord,  by  the  operation  of  the  Ho- 
ly Ghoft:  and  it  exprefles  moft  naturally  the  tranfport,  which 
on  that  occaiion  ihe  muft  feel ;  but,  like  the  hymn  of  Zacha^ 
riasy  in  phrafes  of  the  Old  Teftament,  to  be  interpreted  from 
the  New;  of  whfch  matter  I  have  already  fpoken. 

My  foul  doth  magnify  the  Lord;  doth  acknowledge  the  in- 
finite greatnefs  of  his  power  and  mercy  :  for  he  hath  regarded 
the  lowlinefs  of  his  hand^tnaiden ;  that  is,  the  /ow  efiate;  for  fo 
the  original  fignifies,  and  fo  it  is  expreflcd  in  bur  bibles  \  not 
the  humility  of  mind,  which  the  holy  virgin  was  too  humble 

t9 
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toaferibe  to  herfelf.  From  henceforth  all  generations  Jbait  calt 
melkjjed:  as  we  do  accordingly,  both  by  repeating  this  bjmn^ 
and  in  our  common  fpeech.  For  he^  that  is  mighty^  hath  mag^ 
wjfiii  msy  hath  raifed  me  to  great  honour :  and  holy  is  his- 
name;  his  truth,  his  juftice,  his  mercj,  his-  concern  for  the 
goodnels  as  weU  as  happinefs  of  his  creatures,  are  glorioufljr 
aanifefied  in  thia  wonderful  difpenfation.  He.  hath'Jhewedij%, 
times  paft,  and  will  as  certainly  now,  as  if  it  were  done  aU 
ready,  Jlrength  wtb  hip  amtj  fupematural  deeds  performed 
by  his  power,  for  the  ereftion  of  the  kingdom  of  his-  Son  : 
and  bath  often,  and  will  again,  Jcatter  and  defeat  the  pro^^l 
op^fers  of  it,  by  means  of  thofe  very  imaginations  of  their 
hearts^  in  which  they  exult*  TChe  mighty  amongft  the  Jews 
and  Heathen  Jball  be  put  dovm  from  their  feat^  and  humbU 
and  meei  Chriilians  exalted  in  their  (lead.  7%#^,  that  hunger 
and  thirfi  After  righteoufnefs  *,  ihall  be  filed  with  (piritual 
good  things  ;  and  the  rich^  that  rely  on  the  vain  and  falfe  trea* 
1  iares  of  their  own  wi£dom  and  merit,  he  will  conviQ  of  being 
j  foor^  and  bHnd^  and  naked  ^^  and  fo  fend  them  empty  away^ 
He  hath  bolpen  his  fervant  Ifrael^  all  that  by  obeying  him 
1)ecome  his  people,  as  he  promxfed  to  our  forefathers^  Abraham 
the  father  of  the  faithful,  and  his  true  feed;  thus  remembering 
Us  covenant  mercy y  which  (hall  Id&for  ever.  This  is  the  tri- 
umph of  the  holy  virgin  ;  and  every  part  of  it  ihould  be  our 
own  likewife.  For  God  hath  regarded  our  low  eflate^  toge« 
I  ther  with  her*s,  and  magnified  us,  and  made  us  blef/ed.  And 
I  we  (hould  magnify  and  blefs  him  continually  for  it. 
!  Inftead  of  this  hynm,  our  prayer-book  tells  us,  may  be 

I  afed,  and  in  fome  placea  it  frequently  is,  the  98th  pfalm  :  in 
which  we  exhort  one  another  to  fng  unto  the  Lord  a  newfong;, 
words  denoting,  in  the  book  of  Revelation  t,  gofpel  praifes  : 
and  we  foretell  that  all  lands  ihall  join  in  it,  with  trumpets 
ndjbawms^  another  inftrument  of  wind-mufi^,  which  in  our 
blUe  is  called  a  cornet :  whence  we  may  conclude,,  if  it  need- 
ed proof,  that  mufical  in&ruments  are  lawful  in  Chriilian 
voiihip.  This  future  time  of  univerfal  thankfgiving  is  de- 
I  ictibed  to  be,  when  God  (hall  remember^  that  is,  ihall  give 
cfidence  that  he  hath  never  forgot  his  mercy  and  truth  to» 

wardT 
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wards  the  boufi  oflfrad^  accorditrg  to  the  flcfh  ;  and  not  onljr 
-they,  but  all  tbs  ends  of  the  world  Jball  fee  bis  falvaiion.  No 
"wondery  that  even  the  irrational  and  inanimate  parts  of  na- 
ture are  called  upon,  bj  a  loftj  figure  of  fpeech,  to  celebrate 
that  glorious  day  \  tbefea  to  make  a  noife^  and  all  tbat  therein 
is  ;  the  floods  to  clap  their  hands  ^  and  the  hills  to  he  joyful  to* 
gather  before  the  Lord :  partly  for  the  prefent  happinefs  of 
that  period,  in  which  poffibly  the  lowed  of  God's  works  majr 
fhare ;  but  chieflj  for  the  approach  of  the  next  and  concluding 
fcene  of  Providence,  when  he  (hall  come  finally,  with  rigbte^^ 
ottfnefs  to  judge  the  worlds  and  the  people  with  equity. 

After  the  fecond  lelTon,  is  appointed  another  hymn,  uted 
by  the  ancient  church,  in  their  private  devotions  at  leaft  ; 
and  by  the  prefent  Greek  and  foreign  reformed,  as  well  a3 
ours  and  the  Romifhy  in  their  public  ones  ;  and  called  from 
the  Latin  beginning  of  it,  Nunc  dimittis.  It  exprelTes  the  gra- 
titude of  good  old  Simeon^  ^JHfi  ^^'^  ^^^  devout^  as  we  read 
in  St.  Luke  *,  and  waiting  for  the  confolation  of  Ifrael  \  to 
whom  it  was  revealed,  that  he  fhould  not  die,  till  he  bad  feen 
the  Lord^s  Chrijf.  Accordingly,  he  came  by  the  Spirit  into  the 
temple :  and  when  the  parents  brought  in  the  child  Jifus,  he  took 
him  up  in  his  arms,  (image  to  yourfelvcs  the  fcene,  I  beg  you) 
and  bUffed  God,  and  faid :  Lord,  now  letteft  thou  thy  fervant 
depart  in  peace,  that  is,  in  comfort,  according  to  thy  word ;  for 
mine  eyes  have  feen  thy  falvation,  which  thou  hafi  prepared  to 
fct  before  the  face  of  all  people.  And  the  following  fAitence 
hath  a  ftrong  appearance  of  being  defigned  by  the  Holy  Ghoft 
to  intimate,  (whether  the  fpeaker  of  it  perceived  the  defign 
or  not)  that,  contrary  to  the  expelled  and  natural  order  of 
things,  Ghrift  fliould  firft  be  a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles ;  then 
afterwards,  the  glory  of  Gods  people  Ifrael.  To  perceive  the' 
fitnefs  ot  Simeot^s  thankfgiving  for  our  ufc,  it  needs  only  be 
remembered,  arid  ever  fliould  in  repeating  it,  that  we  alfo 
have  feen  the  Lords  falvation.  For  though  we  have  not  yet 
beheld  our  Saviour  with  our  bodily  eyes  ;  to  that  of  fiiitb  he 
is  exhibited  continually  in  the  gofpeUhiftory  and  facraments  ; 
we  may  meet  him  in  his  church,  we  may  cpnverfe  with  him 
in  out,  private  meditations.  And  this  we  ihould  think  hap^ 
3  pinefs 
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pinefs  enough  for  us  here,  whatever  elfe  we  want  or  fiifler ; 
and  be  always  prepared,  -and  always  willing,  to  lltjs  Godj  and 
depart  in  peace. 

For  this  hymn  we  are  allowed  to  ufe,  and  fometimes  do, 
the  67th  pfalcn  ;  which  is  a  proplietic  prayer,  ihat,  through 
the  light  of  God* s  countenance^  his  gracious  illumination,  the 
vaj  of  his  providence  and  man's  duty  to  him  may  be  kno'wn 
ctt  earthy  bis  faving  healthy  the  means  by  which  he  heals  and 
favcs  mens  fouli,  to  all  nations :  who  are  invited  to  rejoice  and 
he  glad^  becaufe  he  Jljall  judge  the  folk  riglteoujly  ;  iliall  go- 
vern and  reward*  th;  people  of  the  world,  (for  fo  the  word 
/9/ifignifics,  and^was  not  a  low  exprefiion  formerly),  by  the 
equitable  and  merciful  rules  of  Chriflianity.  For  then^  on: 
our  doing  this,  the  earth  Jhall  bring  forth  her  increafe  more 
plentifully;  and  God^  even  our  own  God^  jhall  give  us  bis  blej-* 
Jagj  temporal  and  fpi  ritual :  for  godltnefs  hath  promife  of  the* 
life  that  now  isy  and  of  that  which  is  to  come  *. 

The  former  of  the  two  coIIqcIs,  peculiar  to  evening  pray- 
trs,  is  taken  frpm  a  Latin  form,  at  leaft  1100  years  old.  It 
begs  for  the  greatellof  bleffings  here  below,  that  joyful  peace 
of  mind,  which  our  Saviour  promlfed  his  difciples  ;  Peace  I 
leave  with  you  :  my  peace  I  gi'oe  unto  you:  Jiot  as.  the  world 
pveth^  give  I  unto  youj-.  And  fince  it  cannot  be  obtained, 
but  by  holy  dvfires,  good  and -prudent  counfels  for  the  execu- 
tion of  them,  and  juft  aSiions,.  donQ  in  confequence  of  both  y 
fo  we  petition  Him,  from  whom  all  thefe  proceed,  to  grant  it 
1M  by  means  of  them  ^  that  our  hearts  being  fct  by  his  grace 
/o  keep  his  commandments^  and  our  ways  defended  by  his  pro- 
vidence yro/w  the  fear  of  our  emmieSy  we  may  find  the  work  of 
right,oufnefsj  peace  j  and  its  e^e£l,  quiet nefs  and  affurance  for 
tjer  t. 

The  hlter  coll  eft,  taken  in  part  from  an  office  af  the  Greek 
church,  prays  more  pstrticalarly  for  the  fafety  of  the  enCuing 
liight :  that  God's  favour  may  fb-inc  upon  us,  and  lighten  our 
darknefs ;  that  is,  protefts  us,  while  we  arc  unable  to  help 
ourfdves,  or  even  to  know  our  danger.  The  f^me  phrafe  is 
Iwice  uCd  in  tfce  book  of  Pfdms.  Uiito  the  godly  thete  arifcth  . 
u^  light  in  darknefs  §.  And  again,  "^he  Lord  ff jail  make  my 
dMnfs  to^be  ligJn  ||^ 

Vol.  111..  C  NcKt 

•  1  Tim.  ir.  8.  f  John  iiv.  27.  $  If.  xxxli,  17. 
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Next  to  the  morning  and  evening  fervicc  in  oiir  prayer- 
book'ftands  the  litany,  or  more  earned  fupplication  for  avert- 
ing God's  judgments,  and  procuring  his  mercy.  This  ear* 
neftnefs,  it  was  thought^  vrovM  be  beft  excited  and  expreffed 
by  the  pcople*s  interpofing  frequently,  to  repeSt  with  their 
own  mouths,  the  folemn  form  of  befeecUng  God  to  deliver  and 
to  hear  them  :  in  which,  however,  the  miniiler  is  underftood 
to  join  equally ;  aa  the  congregation  are  in  every  particular 
fpecified  by  him.  Such  litanies  have  been  ufed  in  the  church 
at  lead  1400  years.  And  they  were  appointed  firfl  for  Wed'- 
nefdays  and  Fridays^  thefe  being  appropriated  to  penitence 
and  humiliation,  and  for  other  fads  :  but  yot  long  after  for 
Sundays  alfo  ;  there  being  then  the  largeft  congregation,  and 
xnoft  folemn  worfliip;  and  our  litany  is  further  direded  to  be 
ufed  at  fuch  other  times,  as  the  ordinary  {hall  think  proper. 
Originally  it  was  intended  for  a  diilin6t  fervice  ;  to  come  af- 
ter the  morning  prayer,  as  the  rubric  of  our  liturgy  ftill  di- 
fefts,  and  before  the  ofKce  for  the  communion,  at  a  proper 
diflancc  of  time  from  each  ;  of  which  cuftom  a  few  churches 
prefcrve  flill,  or  did  lately,  fome  remains^  But  in  the  reft, 
convenience  or  inclination  hath  prevailed  to  join  theA  all 
Aree  together :  excepting  that  in  fome  places  there  is  a  pfalm 
or  anthem  between  fehe  firft  and  fecond  ;  and  between  the  fe* 
cond  and  third  almoft  every  where :  befides  that  the  latter 
part  of  the  mommg  prayer  is,  moft  of  it,  ordered  to  be  omit- 
ted, when  the  litany  is  faid  with  it.  But  ftill,  by  this  clofe 
conjun£lion,  feveral  things  may  appear  improper  repetitions  ; 
which,  if  the  offices  were  feparate,  would  not.  However,  aa 
it  is,  they  who  ufe  extempore  prayers  in  public,  have  fmall 
right  to  reproach  us  on  this  head.  For  doth  it  not  frequently 
happen,  that,  during  one  aflembly  of  theirs,  different  mini-^ 
fters  praying  fucceiBvely,  or  the  fame  minifter  in  feveral 
prayers^  or  perhaps  in  one  only,  ftiall  fall  into  as  many  repe- 
titions, as  are  in  the  different  parts  of  our  liturgy,  or  more  ? 
But  be  that  as  it  will,  to  thefe  laft  all  perfons  would  eafily 
be  reconciled,  if  an  mterval  were  placed^  in  their  minds  at 
leaft,  between  the  fcrvices ;  and  they  would  confider  each, 
when  it  begins,  as  a  new  and  independent  one,,  joft  as  if  it 
were  a  frefli  time  of  meeting  together. 

The 
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The  litany  of  our  church  is  not  quite  the  fame  with  any 
odicr :  but  differs  very  little  from  thofe  of  the  Lutherans  in 
Germany  and  Denmark,  It  is  largec  than  the  Greeks  but 
fhorter  than  the  Romany  which  is  half  filled  up  with  the  names 
of  faints  invoked  :  whereas '  we  invoke,  firit  the  three  Pcrfons 
of  the  Holy  Trinrity,  feparately  and  jointly ;  then  in  a  more 
particular  manner  our  Redeemer  and  Mediator,  to  whom  all 
fower  is  given  in  heaven  and  earth  *. 

Him  we  pray,  that  he  would  not^ememher  t)ur  offences^  ner 
tie  offences  of  our  forefathers  :  which  he  may  not  only  with 
juftice  permit  to  intercept  from  us  {jbls  they  naturally  often 
will)  the  bleflings  tlhat  we  might  elfe  have  inherited ;  but,  if 
we  have  imitated  wicked  anceftors,  inflead  of  taking  warning 
bj  them,  he  may  with  equal  juflice  punifli  us  more  feverely^ 
not  indeed  than  we  deferve,  but  than  he  would  have  dons 
otherwife,  to  prevent  the  contagion  from  growing  general  and 
inveterate.  Accordingly  the  fecond  commandment  threatens 
to  vifit  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  :  and  the 
PGdmift,  according  to  the  marginal,  snd  perhaps  righter  tranf- 
lation,  prays  a^  we  do  :^  0  remenfber  not  agaig(/i  us  tie  iniqui* 
ties  of  them  that  were  be/ore  us  f» 

The  words,  and  be  not  angry  with  us  fir  ever^  beg,  that 
the  corredions  which  he  doth  fee  fit  to  infii&  on  us  (for 
farely  we  all  feel  fome)»  he  would  in  mercy  ihorten.  It  is 
common  language  to  fpeak  of  affiidions,  that  lafl  any  time, 
as  if  tbey  were  endleG.  And  the  escpofiulation  of  Hflvid  in 
the  juft  quoted  pfalm,  How  long^  0  Lord^  wilt  thou  be  angry 
fir  ever  Xi  fully  vindicates  this  petition,  which  was  doubtlef$ 
taken  from  thence« 

Having,  after  this,  befought  our  blefled  Lord  to  deliver  us 
from  all  evil  and  mif chief  in  general,  that  is,  from  every  thing 
bad  and  hurtful  to  us  :  we  defervedly  rank  fn  the  foremofl 
of  fuch  things  ;  and  pray,  firft  againft  the  original  caufe  of 
human  wickednefs,  the  fccrct  crafts  and  open  ajfaults  of  the 
^(vilf  and  its  dreadful  confequcnces,  God^s  wrath  and  everlaft* 
ing  damnation  ;  then  againft  the  principal  tranfgrellions  of  his 
laws  by  name,  fubjoining,  and  all  other  deadly  Jin.  By  this 
we  mean  not  to  deny,   that  the  juft  wages  of  trttj  Jin  is 

C  2  death  : 

•  Matt,  xxvui  it.  t  Pf.  Ixxix.  I.  |  Ver.  5. 
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{hatb  *  :  (though  there  are^  as  we  learn  from  St.  John  f ,  Jtns 
not  unto  cfeath^  that  is  comparatively)  but  only  to  pray  aganft 
the  peculiarly  deadly  with  peculiar  earneftnefs.  But  ftill,  thwt 
we  may  leave  out  none,  we  petition  laitly  to  be  delivered 
from  all  the  deceits  of  the  world  y  theftcjh  and  the  devil:  ^\cxj 
iniquity  of  every  kind  aid  degree. 

Then  we  proceed  to  deprecate  the  prefjnt  fufTerings  t!iat 
our  fins  have  merited  :  and  intreat  our  merciful  Redeemer  to 
preferve  us  both  from  fu^h,  as  God's  immediate  hand  inflidls; 
lightening  and  tempcft^  plague  properly  fo  called,  pcfiihnce^  or 
epidemic  difeafes  of  ^ny  fx^vt^  famine  and  ftiddcn  death  ;  and 
from  fuch  alfo  as  mens  unrcafonable  pafiions  produce  ;  whe- 
ther they  be  temporal,  as  battle  and  murder  ;  or  fpiritual,  as 
falfe  do&rine^  with  its  fruits,  hcrefy  and fchifm  ;  and  what  b> 
gets  them  all,  hardnfs  of  heart  in  regard  to  God's  commands, 
and  contempt  of  his  word^  which  contempt  was  never  fo  wide- 
ly fpread  and  infe6lious,  as  at  prefent. 

We  have  indeed  been  bhmed  for  praying  ^.gainii  fuddea 
death,  ^  But  the  whole  Ciiriflian  church  hath  done  it  from 
ancient  time  :  and  nature  and  rcafon,  as  well  as  religion,  di- 
refts  us  to  do  it.  Some,  we  own  (ai»d  we  wi(h  they  were 
many),  may  be  always  prepared  thoroughly,  in  all  refpeds, 
to  die  at  any  time.  Yet  even  thefe  may  have  caufe  to  wifli 
for  warning  of  their  death,  on  account  of  other  perfona. 
Tneir  example  under  the  approach  of  it  will  ufually  be  very 
inilruftivc ;  and  their  dying  advice  mere  than  ordinarily  be- 
neficial to  their  friends,  dependents,  and  relations  :  whom  alfo 
their  being  taken  away  at  once  may  fliock,  to  a  degree,  for 
which  they  would  be  extremely  forry,  whatever  they  might 
ptherwife  choofe  for  themfclves.  But,  even  on  their  own  ac- 
count, Chriilian  humility  would  furely  defire  a  ll-tle  fpace 
for  completer  preparation.  And  they  who  profefs  to  wifli 
the  contrary,  are  they  fo  very  certain,  as  this  implies,  that 
every  part,  both  of  their  worldly  affniri  and  their  eternal 
concerns,  is  in  the  beft  condition  to  which  it  can  be  brought  ? 
Or  may  not  polTibly  this  appearing  readinefs  to  die  at  any 
time  arife,  cither  from  ^  fecret  dread  to  think  of  dying  at  all, 
or  a  fecret^unbelicf.  nyorp  or  lefb,  of  what  will  follow  after 

death  ? 

•  IRonj.  Ti.  53,  f  I  Jobn  v,  16,  i;. 
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death  ?  But  whatever  a  few  may  imagine  beft  ^or  themfelves, 
julHy  or  unjuQly  j  fome  previous  notice  is  undemablj  beft 
lor  the  generality  :  and  common  prayers  mud  be  adapted  to 
common  cafes  ;  always  fiibmilting  it  to  God,  to  make  excep. 
tions,  where  he  (hall  think  proper. 

Having  thus  exprefled  from  what  things  we  defire  to  be 
delivered,  we  earneftly  intreat  our  good  and  gracious  Lord  to 
(hew  this  mercy  to  us,  by  the  myflery  of  his  holy  incarnation^ 
»nd  fo  on  :  that  is,  by  the  means,  and  for  the  fake,  of  all  that 
he  hath  done  and  fufFcred  for  us.  The  fame  manner  of  ex- 
preffion  is  ufed,  not  only  in  common  fpeech  on  other  occa- 
lions,  and  in  the  liturgies- of  the  ancient  church  on  this,  but 
in  the  fcripture  itfelf,  wliere  St.  Faul  hefecches  Chriftians  by 
the  mercies  of  God  *,  by  the  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs  of  Chrift  f , 
Ij  his  coming  and  their' gathering  together  to  him  J  ;  and  Daniel 
intercedes  with  God  thus,  According  to  all  thy  righteoufncfs^ 
let  thine  anger  be  turned  away  :  defer  not  for  thine  ouonfake^ 
0  my  God  § . 

As  we  have  need  of  proteftion  and  deliverance  contioually, 
fo  we  proceed  to  beg  for  it,  not  only  in  all  time  of  our  tribu^ 
lation^  or  adverfity  ;  but  in  all  time  of  our  wealthy  ^ox  profpc- 
rity :  for  wheri  we  feem  in  the  moft  flourifliing  flate,  we  are 
often  in  the  moft  danger  of  evil ;  and  of  fin,  the  word  fevil. 
But  as  tbe  lour  of  death  is  a  feafon  of  peculiar  trial  and  ter- 
ror; a^^  the  day  of  judgment  will  determine  our  lot  for  ever; 
we  therefore  intreat  his  more  efpecial  grace  and  favour  at 
both.  The  former  indeed  fixes  our  condition  at  tlie  latter. 
But  ilill,  as  the  beft  life  and  death  obtain  acquittal  and  xe- 
ward,  only  through  the  pardoning  goodnefs  of  our  Judge  ;  we 
have  great  caufe  to  pray  for  ourfclves,  as  St.  'Paul  did  for 
OneJiphoruXy  that  we  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  that  day\^^ 

Having  thus  reprefented  our  own  necefiities,  we  now  en-i 
large  the  fubjeft  of  our  devotions  ;  and  make  f applications ^  as 
the  apoftle  exhorts y  for  all  men  ^  :  acknowledging  that  we 
zitjinnersy  and  therefore  unworthy  ;  yet  fenfible  that  we  are 
bound  by  his  commands,  and  encouraged  by  his  promifes,  to 
offer  up  fuch  requcifts. '  And  here,  after  praying  in  general 

for 
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for  the  Catholic  church,  we  pray  in  particular  for  the  head 
and  printf  pal  members,  both  fpiritual  and  temporal,  of  that 
part  of  It  to  which  we  belong,  and  for  the  whole  of  God'a 
people  of  this  land :  then  we  extend  our  views  further  yet ; 
and  apply  for  bleffings,  religious  and  civil,  to  all  other  nations 
in  common  with  our  own  \  and  to  all  forts  of  perfons^  amongll 
them  and  ourfelves,  acpording  to  their  refpeftive  didrefTef 
and  wants,  of  foul,  body,  or  outward  circumftances :  and, 
laftly,  conclude  our  interceiEons  with  imploring  God's  mercy 
npon  all  men^  whatever  their  country,  their  religion,  their  fins 
may  be ;  but  efpecially  on  our  enemies^  perfecutors^  andfian^ 
dererSf  whom  we  beg  he  would  forgive^  and  in  order  to  it, 
furn  their  hearts  to  a  righter  difpoiition. 

Againft  fome  of  our  requeils  for  others,  obje&ions  have 
I>een  made.  One  is,  that  in  befeeching.  God  to  fuccour^  belp^ 
find  comfort  all  that  are  in  danger^  we  befeech  him  to  aifift 
jnalefadors  in  efcaping  juftice.  But  doth  not  every  one  un-. 
derftand  it  of  fuch  help  and  comfort,  as  their  cafe  admits,  codp^ 
^ftently  with  common  good  ?  Another  is,  that  in  praying 
))im  to  preferve  all  that  travel  by  land  or  by  water,  we  pray  - 
for  the  prefer vation  of  robbers  and  pirates.  But  fu rely  our 
intention  is  very  plain ;  to  beg  that  travellers,  on  their  lawful . 
occalions,  may  be  fecured  from  robbers  and  pirates,  amongfl 
pther  accidents :  and  if  we  add  in  our  minds  a  further  re-> 
queft,  that  thefe  wretches  alfo  may  be  preferved,  that  is,  from 
attempting  any  more  injuftice  and  violence,  do  we  not  aA  a 
very  Chriilian  part  ?  The  fame  cavil  hath  been  raifed  againft 
our  praying  for  God*s  pity  to  all  pr  if  oners,  and  mercy  upon  all 
fnen :  words,  which  notorioufly  mean  fuch  pity  and  mercy,  as 
he  ihall  judge  not  to  be  unfit.  And  writers  and  fpcakers  ne* 
ver  fcruple  to  omit  limitations,  which  every  reader  or  hearer, 
who  is  not  perverfe,  will  of  courfe  fupply. 

After  going  through  thefe  petitions,  we  endeavour  to  excite 
our  defires  of  a  gracious  anfwer,  to  as  much  fervency  as  we 
can,  by  flioxt,  but  afie&ionate  fentences,  uttered  alternately, 
in  a  fort  of  pious  emulation,  between  the  miniiler  and  people  ^ 
and  humbly  importuning  our  Redeemer,  as  the  eternal  Son 
and  fpotlefs  Lamb  of  God,  the  Lord's  Cbrift,  and  the  Lord  of 
Chriftiaos,  that  he  would  grant  us  his  promifed  peace,  which 
includes  all  bleffings,  and  have  mercy  upon  us^  in  bcftowing 

what 
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what  we  have  aiked.  For  this  purpofe,  it  is  acknowledged, 
wc  repeat  feveral  times  the  fame  words,  with  very  fmall  va- 
riations. Bat  fuch  repetitions^  far  from  vain  *,  are  moft  exw 
preifive  ones :  the  natural,  the  almoft  conilant  language  of 
eameftneis.  Hence  our  Saviour,  in  his  agonj,  reiterated  the 
fame  words  thrice  f  :  and  David^  in  a  tranfport  of  thankfgiv* 
iflg,  even  to  the  fix-and-twentieth  time,  as  jou  may  fee  inr 
Ae  136th  pfalm.  And  thefe  very  repetitions,  which  we  ufe, 
art  warranted  bj  the  ancient  offices  of  the  Chriffian  cfanrcfa* 

Having  thus  enlivened  our  devotion,  we  proceed  to  offer 
ip,  what  deferves  the  moft  lively  efforts  of  it,  that  perfeft 
fummary  of  all  our  petitions,  the  Lord*s  Prayer:  which, 
thongh  it  occur  feveral  times  in  the  feveral  fervices  of  the 
■loming,  occurs  but  once  in  this ;  and  cannot  eafily  be  recited 
too  often,  provided  it  be  with  attention  and  affedion. 

Hitherto  the  litany  hath  dwelt  on  no  fingle  fabjeft  of  pray- 
er long  s  but  comprehended  a  furpnfing  variety  of  the  moft 
needful  articles  in  a  very  narrow  compafs.  The  remainder 
is  of  a  different  nature.  It  confiders  our  flate  here,  very  jufl- 
ty,  as  fumifhing  perpetual  ground  of  fad  refleflion  to  every 
thoughtful  mind :  and  applies  itfelf  wholly  to  exprefs  to  our 
heavenly  Father  the  fentiments  required  in  fuch  a  condition. 
The  fcemingly  happieft  perfons  in  the  world  are  very  incon« 
fiderate,  if  they  do  not  difcem  a  great  deal  to  mourn  over,  in 
others  and  themfelves.  Yet  at  the  fame  time,  the  moft  af- 
Aided  are  to  blame,  if  they  fink  under  either  what  they  fee 
er  feel.  But  the  common  duty  of  both  is,  in  every  things  by 
frayer  and  fupplication,  with  tbanifgiving^  to  make  their  rr- 
^^s  hwvon  unto  Godt*  And  therefore  this  part  of  the  li- 
tany, though  firft  introduced  on  occafion  of  extraordinary 
difirefles,  lying  heavy  on  Cbriftendom  1 100  or  Z200  years  ago, 
will  be  too  feafonable  in  every  age,  till  one  of  truer  piety  and 
more  tranquillity  (halt  come,  than  hath  yet  been  known,  of 
is  likely  fopn  to  take  place. 

As  the  tranfgreffions,  by  which  we  offend  God,  are  the 
caufe  of  our  fufferings,  thefe  our  fupplications  begin  very 
properly,  with  intreating,  in  fcripture  words,  that  on  hum* 
Uing  ourfelves  before  him,  he  would  not  deal  with  us  after 

our 
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ourjins^  neither  reward  us  after  our  imquitics  *.  Next  to  this 
follows,  as  is  repeated  in  the  fequel,  an  exhortation.  Let  uf 
pray :  v^hich  maj  appear  fomewhat  ft  range,  confidering  that 
prayers  immediately  precede  in  both  places^  But  they  are 
Ihort  ejaculations^  not  continued  forms,  like  tliofe  which  fol- 
low. And  befides,  this  redoubled  admonition,  towards  the 
conclufion  of  the  office,  will  very  ufefully  rerhind  thofe,  who 
may  poffibly  be  growing  languid  and  inattentive,  in  how  im- 
portant a  work  they  are  engaged.  Something  there  was  of 
this  kind,  even  in  the  Heathen  devotions.  But  in  the  old 
liturgies  of  Chriftlan  Greece^  Let  us  pray ^  Lit  us  pray  earnejl^ 
ly^  Let  us  pray  more  earnejlly^  often  returns. 

And  the  fucceeding  prayer,  wliich  is  of  ancient  ufe  in  the 
ipveftern  church,  deferves  our  utmoff  earneftnefs.  It  begs  of 
Him,  who,  as  the  Pfalmift  affures  us,  will  not  defpife  a  bro'^ 
ken  and  a  contrite  heart  (which  phrafe  I  have  already  ex- 
plained to  you),  that  in  all  our  troubles  he  will  both  'a/Jift  us 
to  make  our  prayers  before  him  as  we  ought,  and  gradovfiy 
hear  us :  that  fo  the  defigns  of  our  enemies,  viiible  And  invi« 
fible,  may  be  difappointed,  and  we  may  feel  and  exprefe  a  juft 
gratitude  for  our  deliverctncc*  To  this  the  congregation  an- 
fwer,  not  as  ufual,  y^men  :  but  in  a  (ho rt  form  of  fcripture 
words  f ,  more  ftrongly  expreffive  of  pious  fervency.  The 
xninifter  inftantly  returns  another  fcrijJtural  addrefs  t  to  God  j 
pleading  with  him,  and  fuggefting  to  u&*the  noble  works  done 
by  him  for  his  church  and  people  in  general,  and  many  good 
pcrfons  in  particular,  which,  if  we  have  not  feen  with>our 
eyes,  we  have  heard  with  our  ears :  holy  writ  and  other  hif- 
tory  hath  related  them  ;  or  our  fathers  have  declared  them  To 
vSf  partly  as  performed  in  their  days ,  partly  in  the  old  time 
before  them.  And  fince  his  arm  is  not  fbortened^  that  it  cannut 
fave  ;  nor  his  ear  become  heavy ^  that  it  cannot  hear  §, ;  the  con- 
gregation again  petition  him,  in  the  fame  words  as  before; 
(only  changing  one  for  another.  Hill  more  pathetic,)  that  he 
tvould  arifey  help^  and  deliver  them^  for  the  honour  of  hit  name: 
X5ot  ior  our  merits,  but  his  own  glorious  perfections,  and  the 
inftru^tioa  of  his  creatures  ^  that  we  and  all  men  may  learn 
2  to' 


•  Pf.  ciii.  lo.  -     f  Numb.  x.  i^*     Pf  1^^^»  9* 

\  Pf.  xiiv.  I.  5  Ifa.  U*.  I. 


Sn.  XCVI.  o/th^  Engli/b  Liturgy.  i$ 

to  love,  and  praife,  and  ferve  him.  Yet  to  this  we  are  indif* 
peniably  boiindy  even  while  the  painfuilell  view  of  our  for- 
rows  and  wants  is  before  our  eyes  :  and  therefore  in  the  midft 
of  our  fupplications,  we  proceed  immediately  to  afcribe  that 
glorj  to  the  facred  Three,  which  ever  hath  been,  is,  and.  will 
be  their  due,  whether  infinite  wifdom  allots  to  us  profperlty 
oradverfity.  Nor  is  the  mixture  of  doxologies  with  com- 
plaints lefs  common  in  zQis  of  worfliip  than  it  is  reafonable. 
The  book  of  Pfalms  tifes  it  frequently  ;  the  old  Latin  and 
Greek  liturgies  ufe  it  on  tliis  very  occafion :  and  furely  in  our 
private  devotions,  even  when  molt  afflifted,  we  dill  give  praife 
to  God. 

But  though  we  own  it  our  duty  to  glorify  him  in  the  fe- 
vereft  fiiflFerings,  if  it  be  his  will  that  w«  Ihould  undergo 
them ;  yet,  confcious  of  our  weaknefs,  we  go  on  to  beg  hij* 
protedton  againft  them,  or  deliverance  of  us  from  them,  ii^ 
mutual  ejaculations  of  the  utmoft  warxnth  :  not  that  moving 
ezpreffions  will  any  otherwife  incline  him  to  grant  mercy, 
than  as  they  fit  us  to  receive  it,  by  imprinting  on  us  a  juft 
fenfe  of  our  dependence ;  which,  if  ufed  with  fincerity,  they 
naturally  do. 

Then  we  cWe  this  part  of  the  litany  with  a  more  conti- 
nued form  of  addrefs  to  our  merciful  Father  ;  com^o{^di  ori- 
ginally above  iioo  years  ago;  corrupted ' indeed  afterwards, 
by  ixxtreating  God  to  turn  from  us  all  evib  for  the  fake  of  the 
ipterceffion  of  his  faints  -^  but  reformed  in  our  liturgy,  not 
only  by  leaving  out  that  addition,  but  by  inferring,  for  com- 
pleter fecurity,  a  new  claufe  :  Grants  that  in  all  our  troubles^ 
Vie  may  put  our  whole  trujl  and  confidence  in  thy  mercy.  And 
thus  it  is  that  we  borrow  from  the  church  of  Rome.  By  this 
prayer,  fo  amended,  we  humbly  confefs  our  infirmities  and 
unworthinefs :  yet  beg,  that  notwithdanding  both,  we  may, 
if  God  fees  it  proper^  efcape  the  afflictions  which  we  fear: 
but  if  not,  that  being  Aill  aflured  of  his  goodnefs  to  us,  we 
may,  with  yb*,  though  hefiay  us^  tru/l  in  him  * :  and  that  for 
a  proof  of  this,  we  may  as  faithfully  jlo  our  duty  under  the 
heavieft  prefiures,  as  the  higheft  exaltation ;  and  evermore 
ferve  him  in  holinefs  and  purenefs  of  livings  to  his  honour  and 

Vol.  IlL  D  glory  / 
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glary ;  fajtng  with  yob  again,  Shall  we  receive  good  at  the 
hand  ofGod^  and  Jball  we  not  receive  evW^  ?  JTae  Lord  gave^ 
and  the  Lord  bath  taken  away :  hlejjed  te  the  name  of  the 
Lord  f. 

What  temaios  of  the  lita^ij  is  the  facne  with  the  conclufion 
of  the  morning  and  evening  prayer  ;  and  therefore  needs  no 
fepa^te  explanation*  May  God  give  us  grace  to  ufe  thefe, 
yind  all  our  devotions,  in  fo  right  a  manner,  that  from  pray- 
ing to  him  amidft  the  troubles  and  forrows  of  this  world,  we 
fnaj  be  taken,  in  his  good  time,  to  praife  him  for  ever  amidft 
the  jojs  of  the  next,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord*    Amelia 

f  Job  ii.  fif.  t  Job  i.  JIf 
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An  Explanation  and  Defence  or  the  Liturgt  of  th£ 
Ghurcb  of  Enclanp. 


X  Coit.  xiv.  15* 

—— /  will  pray  with  the  Spirit^  and  I  will  pray  with  the  Un^ 
ierftanding  alfo  :  I  will  Jing  with  the  Spirit ^  and  I  will 
Jing  with  the  Under/landing  dlfo: 


O' 


NCE  more  I  intreat  your  attention  to  the  fubjeft,  oa 
which  I  have  fo  often  difcourfed  from  thefe  wofds. 
The  part  of  it  which  remains  is  the  communion  fervice.  'But 
as  that  fervice  is  almoft  every  where  feparated,  and  very  pro- 
perly, from  the  preceding  one,  by  the  finging  of  a  pfalra,  t 

I         would  firft  fay  a  little  concerning  that  much  difregarded  branch 

I         ofworfliip. 

As  finging  is  capable  of  ezprei&pg  flrongly  every  date,  in 
which  the  mind  can  be,  towards  every  obje^ ;  fo  there  never 
was  perhaps  any  one  nation  upon  earth,  civilized  or  barba* 
roos,  that  did  not  make  this  a  part  of  the  honour  paid  by 
them  to  the  God  whom  they  adored.  We  find  in  the  Old 
TeftaxHent  it  was  praSifed  by  the  Jews^  before  their  law  was 
given,  as  well  as  after  *•  The  book  of  P/alms  confifts  wholly 
of  religious  fongs  :  and  direds  the  faints  of  the  Lord^  ^oftng 
unto  him  J  and  give  thanks  for  a  remembrance  of  his  holinefs  f : 
to^ir^  unto  the  honour  of  bis  name^  and  make  his  praife  gloria 
ous  X :  tofing  praifes  unto  our  Godt  while  we  have  our  being  ^^ 
The  prophets  foretell,  that,  in  the  gofpel  times,  men  Jbalt 
Jing  for  the  majefly  of  the  Lordi  and,  which  brings  the  predic- 
tion home  to  us,  they  /ball  cry  aloud^  and  glorify  God,  in  the 

D  2.  i^s 
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ijles  oftbefea  *.  Accordingly  St.  Paul^  not  only  himfelf  with 
Silas ^  even  in  prifon,  fang  praifes  unto  Godf:  but  appoints, 
that  all  Chriftians  (houldjpeai  to  themfelves^  and  admonijb  one 
another y  in  pfalms^  and  hymns ^  and  fpiritual  fongs^  making  me* 
lodyj  with  grace  in  their  hearts^  to  the  Lord  t*  And  St.  James 
prefcribes,  Is  any  one  merry  /  in  a  joyful  frame  on  account  of 
bleilings  received  (for  the  word  mirth  comprehended  ancient- 
ly the  mod  ferious  kinds  of  gladnefs)  let  him  Jttig  pf alms  \. 

In  purfuance  of  thefe  rules,  the  6rft  Chriftians  made  fing* 
ing  a  conflant  part  of  their  worlhip :  as,  befides  the  ecclefiaf- 
tical  writers,  even  a  Heathen  informs  us  ||.  And  the  whole 
congregation  joined  in  it.  Afterwards  indeed  the  fingers  by 
profeilion,  who  had  been  prudently  appointed  to  lead  and  di- 
•recl  them,  by  degrees  ufurped  the  whole  performance^.  But 
at  the  reformation  the  people  were  rcftored  to  their  rights  : 
and  it  made  a  much  quicker  progrefs  for  the  pleafure  and 
comfort  which  they  found  in  this  pradice ;  a  circumftance 
that  ought  to  endear  it  to  confiderate  perfons  not  a  little. 
And  as  the  only  way  of  finging  known  in  common  parochial 
churches,  is  by  the  metre  pfalm9,  unlefs  we  join  in  that,  we 
intirely  omit  this  branch  of  our  duty. 

It  19  very  true,,  the  verfc  tranflation  of  the  pfalms  generally 
ufed,  is  void  of  ornament  \  and  hath  expreffions  often  low  and 
flat,  fometimes  obfolete  :  and  I  wifii  a  better  were  fubdituted 
in  its  place.  But  ftill,  in  many  other  cafes,  ancient  folemn 
.  forms  of  words  are  thought  venerable,  when  they  are  far  from 
elegant :  not  to  fay,  that  the  language  of  our  forefathers,  even 
where  it  may  feem  very  uncouth  at  prefent,  had  in  its  time 
frequently  full  as  much  propriety  and  beauty  as  ours*  And 
fevcral  words  of  it  have  been,  for  that  reafon,  revived  by 
fome  of  our  beft  modern  authors.  But  at  lead  the  matter, 
.  comprifed  in  the  words  of  which  I  am  fpeaking,  is  fo  highly 
refpedable,  that  the  mind  which  is  aifedted  only  by  the 
phrafe,  and  not  by  the  fenfe,  rouft  be  a  light  one  indeed. 

Again,  it  is  true  alfo,  that  the  tunes  to  which  thefe  pfalms 
are  fung,  are  mod  of  them  plain  and  (low  \  and  the  voices  of 
many  in  the  afTembly  unharmonious,  and  apt  to  be  ill  ma- 
naged. 
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oaged.  But  tunes,  deligned  for  the  multitude  to  join  in,  wbp 
have  never  been  regularly  inftruded,  muft  be  plain  and  flow, 
and  fuch  as  they  have  been  accuftotned  to :  for  which  purpofe 
the  nnmber  fhould  be  moderate.  ,Ours  are  many  of  them  re- 
commended, and  as  it  were  confecrated,  by  long  ufage.  Con-i 
fcffors  for  the  Proteftant  caufe  have  compofed  them.  Martyrs 
ferit  have  yielded  up  their  dying  breath  in  them.  And  fe- 
vcral  of  them  are  thought,  by  competent  judges,  no  way  de- 
ficient in  real  melody.  Amongfl  a  variety  of  people,  part  of 
them  with  bad  ears,  apd  mod  of  them  with  untaught  voices, 
there  will  be  fonie  that  had  better  totally  abftain  ;  only  at- 
tending to  the  fenfe,  as  well  as  the  found,  of  what  is  uttered 
by  the  reft  :  and  others  that  ihould  moderate  themfelves  to  a 
prudent  degree  of  lownefs,  till  they  have  learnt  how  to  exert 
themfelves  more  properly.  B.ut  all  who  are,  or  can  be  qua- 
lified, and  there  are  few  who  cannot,  (hould  bear  fuch  a  part 
as  they  are  able.  It  may  be  done,  without  ia  the  leaft  difor- 
dering  the  more  ikilful  fingers,  who  perform  the  very  ufeful 
office  of  raifing  and  fnpporting  the  tune.  This,  in  many  con- 
gregations, is  done  by  the  organ,  the  charity  children,  or  both. 
But  then  the  organ  fliould  exprefs  the  tunes  plainly  and  di- 
ftioftly,  and  make  very  moderate  intervals  between  the  lines; 
the  children  (bould  be  taught  to  iing  in  exad  time  and  con- 
cert with  it  \  and  the  whole  congregation  (hould  accompany 
them  fervently,  yet  with  prudence.  Taking  this  care,  though 
there  ihould  ftill  happen  to  be  fome  little  difcords,  they  would 
be  intirely  loft  in  the  general  chorus  :  the  effdA  of  which 
would  be  noble  and  elevating,  if  we  took  rightly  into  our 
thoughts  the  whole  of  the  matter,  inftead  of  cavilling  at  mi- 
nute particulars. 

Confider  the  nature  of  a  wild  multitude,  in  its  original  fa- 
vage  ftatc,  met  together  at  the  call  of  fome  vehement  ungo-^ 
verned  paiiion  ^  how  alarming  the  concourfe^  how  frightful 
and  horrid  the  confufed  and  hideous  cries  of  it  muft  be.  Then 
confider  the  fame  multitude,  foftened  and  cultivated  by  (he 
gentle  influences  of  religion,  and  unanimoufly  aiTembling  at 
ftated  feafons,  to  fing  forth  the  praifes  of  the  wife  and  good 
Parent  of  all,  and  echo  to  each  other  the  precepts  of  a  rational, 
and  mild,  and  beneficent  life  here,  as  the  means  of  obtaining 
eternal  felicity  hereafter.     Can  there  be  a  happier  change  of 
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fcene,  a  fweeter  and  more  pleaiing  view  ?  •  And  fuppofe  the 
harmony  made  by  them  were  ever  fo  little  better  than^oi^- 
ing  unto  God  with  the  voice  of  triumph^  as  the  fcripture  ex« 
preffts  it,  and  making  a  joyful  noife  unto  the  Rod  oftbeirSaU 
vation  *  :  jet  what  worthy,  and  humane,  and  pious  heart  is 
there,  that  would  not  be  charmed  with  the  found,  and  zea- 
loufly  join  in  it  ?  We  are  difpofed  thus  on  other  occafions. 
Amongft  our  anceftorsv  who  judged  of  propriety  as  difcreetly 
as  ourfelves  (to  fay  no  more"),  the  very  higheil  joined  hum- 
bly and  cheerfully  with  the  lowed  of  their  fellow  Chriftians, 
in  the  duty  of  pfalmody,  however  artlefsly  performed.  And 
I  intreat  you  to  refleft  what  it  is,  either  to  difdain,  or  be 
aihamed,  or  be  too  indolent,  to  lift  up  our  voices  to  the  honour 
of  our  Maker,  when  we  come  into  his  houfe  profefiedly  to 
worihip  him,  and  he  hath  commanded  that  one  part  of  hi^ 
worihip  ihall  be  this. 

But  if  we  will  not  employ  our  lips  in  the  fervice,  we  may 
ftill  fix  our  minds  upon  it ;  at  lead  we  (hould  not  hinder 
others  from  doing  either.  And  particularly  we  ihould  ab- 
fiain  from  giving  the  bad  example,  and  the  offence,  of  ind&* 
cently  holding  converfation  at  that  time ;  for  which  ^here 
cannot  furely  be  fo  preffing  an  occafion,  but  that  it  may  very 
fafely  be  deferred  till  after^hurcb,  if  not  altogether  omitted. 

In  the  finging  of  pfalms,  different  perfons  ufe  diff^erent  pof- 
.  tures.  The  profe  pfalms,  I  believe,  are,  and  ever  have  been, 
repeated  by  all  perfons  every  where  flanding.  In  the  verfc 
pfalms  we  all  Aand  at  the  doxology.  And  in  what  goes  be- 
fore, the  reafon  for  doing  it  is  exadly  the  fame,  and  a  very 
ftrong  one  \  that  the  whole  is  fung  to  the  glory  of  God,  and 
often  diredly  addrefled  to  God.  Accordingly  we  read  in  the 
Old  Teftamcnt,  that  not  only  the  Levites  were  to  fland  every 
morning  to  tbani  and praife  the  Lord^  andlHewife  at  even\^  but 
that  when  tbcy  waited  with  ififiruments  of  mufic  to  praife  tbeLord^ 
all  Ifrael flood  X%  and  again,  that  they  faid  to  the  people, j^a^ 
up  J  and  blefs  tbe  Lord  your  God  $•  We  read  likewife,  that  m 
a  vifion  of  St.  yobn^  in  the  book  of  Revelation^  a  great  multi' 
tude^  wbicb  no  man  could  number^  Jlood  before  tbe  tbrone,  and 
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criid  with  a  loud  voicsj  Salvation  to  our  God  *  :  and  in'  ano- . 
tbcr,  that  tbey  who  bad  gotten  the  viBory  over  the  beafly  Jlood 
mid  fang  the  fong  of  Mofes^  and  of  the  Lamb  \.  Standing, 
therefore,  as  it  is  plainly  the  fitteft  pofture  in  itfelf,  is  the 
aotfaorifed  one  alfo  :  and  were  it  more  uncommon  than  it  is, 
wonld  be  far  from  a  difiionourable  fingularitj*  But  flill,  as' 
very  many  ia  moft  congregations,  either  have,  by  long, habit, 
been  prejudiced  in  favour  of  fittmg,  or,  though  they  difap^ 
prove  the  cuftom,  feel  a  difficulty  of  quitting  it,  unlefs  every 
one  did ;  they  Ihoi^ld  not  be  cenfured  for  a  pra&ice  by  which 
they  meao  nothing  amifs ;  but  kindly  encouraged  to  an  alte* 
radon  in  this  point»  which  we  may  thus  hope  will  gradually 
become  general.  ^ 

And  now  I  go  on  to  the  third  morning  office,  which  fol- 
kws  the  pfalm,  and  is  called  the  communion-fervice^  and  read 
at  the  Lord's  table,  where  {t  can  with^  convenience,  becaufe 
the  holy  communion  makes  part  of  it ;  though  a  part  unhap- 
pQy,  BOW  for  m.any  centuries,  too  often  left  out  in  almoft  aU 
drarcfaes,  which  it  never  was  originally  in  any :  but,  how- 
ever, die  reft  is  very  proper  to  be  ufed  by  itfelf.  Anciently, 
as  well  as  now,  they  who  did  not  ftay  to  receive  the  facra- 
ment,  were  allowed  to  join  in  the  beginning  of  the  office:  and 
finna  the  middle  ages  downwards,  the  beginning  hath  been 
nfad,  even  where  there  was  no  facrament,  for  a  memorial, 
which  might  be  ufeful,  of  the  primitive  practice. 

The  firft  thing  we  do  in  it,  is  repeating  the  Lord's  Prayer ; 
which  peculiarly  iiiits  this  moft  folemn  ad  of  Chriftian  wor- 
ihip.  Then  we  proceed,  in  a  very  old  and  excellent  colleft, 
to  beg  of  Htm,  unto  whom  all  hearts  be  open^  fo  to  cUanfe  the 
thoughts  of  ourSf  hy  (be  infpirattof^  of  his  Holy  Spirit^  by 
lueaditiig  into  us,  with  lafting  efficacy,  good  inclinations  and 
porpofes,  that  we  fnay^  as  perfeSly  as  our  prefent  (late  admits, 
itne  him  in  our  fouls,  and  magnify  him  in  our  words  and 
Ims.  Furi^  of  intentiqn  is  both  in  general  requifite  for  ap- 
pfoaching  God's  altar,  and  more  efpecially  for  going  through 
the  next  part  of  the  office  aright :  in  which>  after  hearing  the 
tea  commandments  reheat&d  to  us,  we  pray  God  to  have 
mtrty  1^0  #f,  and  pardon  ui^  fo  far  as  we  have  tranfgreiTed 
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cither  the  letter  or  the  fpirit  of  them,  as  explained  by  our 
Weffed  Rcdecrner,  and  incline  our  hearts  to  keep  each  of  them 
better  for  the  future*  It  doth  not  appear  that  this  form  of 
devotion  was  ever  ufed  in  any  liturgy  before  our  own.  But 
furely,  taking  the  commandments  with  the  gofpel  interpreta- 
tion of  them,  it  is  a  very  mftruftivc  and  edifying  one.  And 
they,  who  think  the  confeffion  in  the  morning  prayer  not  par- 
ticular enough,  have  fufficient  room  here  to  fupply  that  ima- 
gined defeft. 

Next  follows  a  prayer  for  the  king.  The  primitive  Chrif- 
tians,  in  every  public  office,  prefented  a  fupplication  for  their 
fovereign.  Now  in  this  office,  unlefs  it  were  put  in  the  be- 
ginning, few  in  proportion  would  join  in  it  when  the  facra- 
ment  is  admin iftered,  confidering  how  many  return  home 
without  receiving.  And  therefore  it  is  placed  here,  juft  ?iftcr 
the  ten  commandments,  of  which  the  authority  of  the  magif- 
trate  is  one  main  fupporl,  as  they  are  of  that  in  return :  and 
we  pray  the  Almighty,  that,  in  mercy  to  bis  rhttrcbj  be  will 
Jo  rule  the  king^s  hearty  whom,  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence, 
he  hath  chofen  to  reign  over  us,  and  to  be  his  fervant  and 
Viinijer  tf>  us  for  good  *,  that  be  may^  above  all  things^  feek  bis 
glory^  by  maintaining  his  laws  above-mentioned  :  and  will  fo 
rule  our  hearts  likewife^  and  thofe  of  all  his  JuhjeBs^  that  we 
may  faithfully  und  humbly  ahey  him  :  in  God^  that  is,  in  the 
firength  of  his  grace,  and  in  fubordination,  not  contradidion 
to  his  fupreme  will ;  and  ^br  Gody  not  only  for  fear  of  man's 
•wrath^  but  for  confcience  fake  alfo\. 

Then  we  offer  up  the  colied;  for  the  day,  of  which  I  have 
fpoken  akcady ;  and  after  it,  read  two  portions  of  fcriptuFe» 
to  which  it  hatJi  frequently  a  reference.  One  of  them  is  ufu- 
ally  taken  from  the  epiftles,  the  other  always  from  th«  gof- 
pels.  The  epiftle  hath  been  thus  read  certainly  for  1300 
years,  but  the  gofpel  much  longer.  And  the  very  portions 
that  we  now  ufe,  were  moft  of  them  ufed  on  the  fame  days 
1 200  years  ago,  and  perhaps  a  great  deal  earlier.  The  an- 
nual courfe  of  them,  and  of  the  colleds  prefixed  to  tben:i,  be« 
gan  then,  as  it  doth  now,  not  with  the  civil  year,  or  the  en- 
trance of  the  fun  into  this  or  that  fign  ;  but  from  the  advent^ 
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the  approach  of  the  appearance  af  Chrift,  the  Sun  ofKighte-' 
wufnefs^.  And  it  was  fo  contrived,  that  the  former  part, 
from  bis  birth  to  his  afcenfion,  fhould  reprefent  to  us  the 
principal  articles  of  his  hiftorj ;  the  latter,  thofe  of  our  own 
datj. 

At  the  reading  of  the  gofpel,  the  people  are  direQed  to 
Hand  up,  in  honour  of  him  whofe  life  and  words  it  relates. 
And  there  appears  no  time  when  they  did  otherwife ;  or  when 
that  acclamation,  Glory  he  to  thee^  0  Lord^  was  not  made^ 
which  indeed  at  prefent  is  not  prefcribed,  though  it  was  in 
the  firft  edition  of  Edward  the  Sixth's  liturgy,  but  omitted 
afterwards,  probably  by  accident ;  for  there  could  be  no  ob* 
je&ion  raifed  again  ft  it. 

As  in  the  morning  prayer,  fo  in  the  cbmmunion-fervice, 
for  the  fame  reafon,  after  reading  the  fcripture,  we  recite  the 
creed :  only  there  we  have  that  of  the  ancient  Latin  churchy 
here  that  of  the  ancient  Greek  $  made  in  the  firft  general  coun- 
cil, held  at  Nice^  above  1 400  years  ago,  and  thence  called  Ni*- 
tene  i  excepting  that  fome  fmall  additions  wete  inferted  fince, 
«11  of  them,  but  onef,  about  50  years  after. 

In  thb  creed,  we  piofefs  ourfelves  to  believe  in  one  Lord 
yefui  Chrift^  becaufe  fome  had  fpoken  of  the  hunlan  and  di- 
vine nature  of  our  Saviour,  which  they  called  Jefus  and 
Chrift,  as  two  perfons  not  united.  The.  words.  Light  of  Lights 
intimating,  that  his  divine  nature  is  from  the  Father,  as  lighc 
is  from  the  fun,  or  as  one  light,  without  diminution  of  itfelf, 
kindles  another,  were  intended  for  fome  imperfect  illuftration 
(and  doubtlefs  a  very  imperfe£l  one  it  is,  and  any  other  muft 
be),  of  his  myfterious  generation*  The  words,  Lord^  and 
Giver  of  Lifcy  afcribed  to  the  Spirit,  are  not  to  be  joined  as 
one  fingle  attribute,  but  are  taken  from  two  different  texts  of 
fcriptnre  :  in  the  one  of  which  he  is  called,  according  to  the 
marginal  reading,  the  Lord  the  Spirit  %  ;  and  faid  in  the  other 
to  give  life  §,  that  is,  the  fpiritual  life  of  grace.  The  phrafe, 
Miho  proceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son^  may  fignify,  ei- 
ther his  deriving  from  the  latter,  as  well  as  the  former,  his 
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eteiDal  fubfiflenee  ;  or,  fince  that  hath  been  dtfputed  between^ 
the  Latin  and  Greek  church,  his  being  fent  by  both  into  the 
hearts  of  men,  as  the  fcrip^nre  plainly  affirms  he  is*. 

After  the  creed  another  pfalm  is  fuQg  :  and  then  the  mini- 
fter,  who  is  to  preach,  mo'-oes  the  people^  by  the  diitftioa  of 
the  55th  canon,  fo  join  with  him  in  a  fliort  form  of  prayer^ 
This  was  more  particularly  needful  in  paft  ages,  when  the 
fermons  were  commonly  at  a  different  hour  from  the  liturgy, 
as  they  are  ilill  at  our  univerfities.  And  at  whatever  hour 
they  were,  great  flrefs  was  laid  on  the  ufe  of  this  prayer  for 
fomc  time  after  the  reformation ;  becaufe,  when  that  took 
place,  an  acknowledgnient  of  the  king's  fupremacy,  which 
the  Papifij-  denied,  was  very  prudently,  as  things  then  flood, 
inferted  into  it.  And  hence  it  hath  continu4sd  to  our  days,, 
though  it  is  frequently  Ihortened  into  a  coUeft  and  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  the  reafon  for  enlarging  being  now  become  lefs.  The- 
original  manner  of  performing  thjs  part  of  the  preacher's  of- 
fice was  by  biddings  that  is,  inviting  and  exhorting  the  people 
to  pray  for  the  fever al  particulars  mentioned  by  him  ;  which 
they  were  undcrllood  to  do,  either  filently  in  their  minds,  as 
they  went  along  with  him,  or  by  comprehending  them  all  in; 
the  Lord's  Prayer  at  laft.  But,  in  procefs  of  time,  fome  inia- 
gined  it  betjter  to  put  the  whole  into  the  fhape  of  a  direct  ad« 
drefs  :  others  followed  their  example,  as  thinking  it  a  mattes 
of  indiflference  :  but  mod  have  kept  to  the  old  way.  And 
the  intention  being  the  fame,  neither  cudom  {Mould  give  of- 
fence. , 

The  fermon  was  anciently  an  explanation  and  improve- 
ment of  the  epillle  and  ggfpel  juft  read  before,  efpecially  tho 
latter  :  but  now,  for  a  long  time,  a  greats,  latitude  hath  beeu 
xifefully  taken. 

After  the  fermon,  one  or  more  of  t\\t  fentences^  or  fcripture 
injunctions  of  bounty  and  almfgiving,  as  alfo  the  prayer  Jor 
the  ujholc  Jiate  of  Cbrift^s  church,  are  appointed  to  be  read,  if 
there  he  no  communion^  before  the  congregation  be  difmiiTed  : 
neither  of  thefe  things  being  ever  unfuitable.  And  the  firft 
day  of  the  week  is  recommended  in  fcripture  for  purpofea  of 
charity  f ,  as  well  as  fet  apart  for  making  fupplications^  and 
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pmg  thanks  for  ttU  men  *,  But  fhcy.  are  both  irfof e  pecu- 
liarlj  proper  with  a  vi^^w  to  the  communion  ;  in  which  light 
I  flntll  now  ^onfider  (hem. 

When  wc  commemorate  our  Saviour's  dying  love  to  us  all, 
we  ought  furdy  to  think  of  espreffing  our  love  to  our  bre- 
thien ;  which  muft  be  (hewn  by  promoting  both  their  fpiri- 
toal  good  and  their  temporal.  To  the  former  belong  thofe 
ieotenceSy  which  require  that  they  who  are  able  flionld  con- 
tribute to  the  maintenance  of  a  gofpel  miniilry,  where  it 
wants  their  help.  And  they  require  it  ftrongly,  as  you  will 
perceive  by  reading  them.  For  indeed  we  feldom  or  never 
read  them  to  you,  that  we  may  not  feem  to  plead  our  owii 
caufe;  excepting  in  fome  few  of  our  churches,  where  the  pri- 
mitive pradice  (needful  in  too  many  more),  of  giving  obla-^ 
tioDs  to  the  minifter,  as  well  as  alms  to  the  poor,  at  the  fa- 
crsment,  is  preferred  or  reilored.  The  reft  of  the  fentences 
exhort  to  the  latter  d|ity,  of  relieving  the  fick  and  needy* 
What  is  generally  given  for  them  on  this  oceafion,  muft  be 
confidered  not  as  the  whole,  but  a  fample  and  earneft  of  your 
charity  ;  1  ho^e,  a  fmall  one  in  comparifon  of  what  you  give 
at  other  times  ;  and,  I  trwft,  is  every  wliere  faithfully  applied 
as  it  ought,  with  moft  religious  and  prudent  care. 

But  as  there  are  few  in  proportion  to  whom  we  can  do 
good  with  our  fubftance,  and  many  that  are  much  above  our 
alms,  yet  greatly  need  our  prayers,  we  proceed  to  off^r  them 
opybr  the  whole  ftate  ofChrift^s  church  militant^  that  is,  car- 
rying on  a  warfare  againft  the  enemies  of  the  foul  her^  on 
earth :  that  all  the  members  of  it  may  not  only  have  the  fpu 
ritf  the  fervent  defire,'  of  truths  unity ^  and  concord^  but  may 
aftttdly  agree  in  the  truth  of  God's  holy  word,  and  live  in  uni^ 
t J  and  godly  love.  Then  we  petition  more  efpccially  for  thofc, 
whofe  ftations,  as  kings,  magiftrates,  and  clergy,  or  whofe 
fafferings  of  any  kind  require  it  moft  :  and  give  thanks  for 
thofe  who  are  got  beyond  the  reach  of  fufFerings  ;  begging, 
that  we  mzy  follow  their  example,  as  far  as  it  ,was  a  good  one, 
and  ihare  in  their  happinefs. 

ITic  two  exhortations  ordered  to  be  iifed,  one  or,  other  of 
thciD,  when  warning  of  the  communion  is  given,  are  feldom 
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ufed,  where  it  returns  too  frequently  and  (tatedljr  to  neecjl 
warning*  Howeyert  they  have  a  great  deal  in  them  that 
ought  to  be  ferioufly  weighed  ;  but  nothing  that  wants  to  be 
explained  -at  prefent,  unlefs  it  be  the  diredion  laid  down,  that 
they,  wht)  cannot  quiet  tbeir  own  confciences^  ad  to  their  fpiri- 
tual  ftate,  and  fitnefs  for  the  facrament,  ihould  9pen  tbeir  grief 
tofome  difcreet  and  karned  minifter  of  God* s  wordy  that  they 
may  receive  the  benefit  of  abfolution^  if  they  appear  in  titled  to 
it,  together  with  gboftly^  that  is,  fpiritual  caunfeL  Now  here, 
you  fee,  this  private  abfolution  is  not  affirmed  to  be,  as  it  is 
by  the  Papifls,  neoelTary  for  all  perfons,  but  only  advifeable 
for  fome*  It  therefore  is  only  a  declaration  of  the  minifter's 
judgment,  a  fallible  one  indeed  ;  but  the  proper  and  appoint-^ 
ed  one,  that  if  the  perfon's  cafe  be  truly  reprefented,  he  is 
pardoQ^ed  and  abfolved  by  our  heavenlj  Father,  who  alone  can 
forgive  fins.  And  fuch  credit  only  is  due  to  this  declaration, 
as  in  other  afF«irs  we  allow  to  authorifed  profefibrs  and  prao« 
titioners  of  ikill  and  probity,  whofe  opinions  we  often  think 
it  prudent  to  afk,  and  happy  to  have  in  our  favour :  and  God 
forbid  that  we  fbould  not  give  you  ours,  when  we  are  a{ke4 
it,  with  as  much  fidelity,  and  as  much  fecrecy,  aa  any  mini- 
ficrs  of  any  church  whatever. 

There  is  the  lefs  occafion  that  I  ihould  enlarge  on  this  of^ 
fice,  becaufe  I  have  explained  in  my  le&ures  on  the  church 
catechifm,  the  principal  points  relating  to  the  Lord's  Supper. 
I  have  (hewn  you  in  particular,  that  the  expreilion  of  eating 
and  drinking  damnation  to  ourfches  (which  is  ufed  by  St.  Paui 
in  his  Grfl  epiftle  to  the  Corinthians  *,  and  from  thence  taken 
into  the  exhortation  at  the  communion),  means  only  bringing 
upon  ourfelves  a  condemnation  to  fome  puniihment  from  God| 
without  determining  of  what  kind.  For  the  verfcs  immedi- 
ately following  (which  I  ftiall  prefently  repeat  to  you),  very 
clearly  fl^ow,  that  the  word  in  Ihe  original,  which  is  here 
^ranilated  damnation^  ought  to  have  been  rendered  in  this 
place,  as  it  is  in  fcveral  othcTSy.  Judgment.  Now  judgment  is 
a  general  term,  that  fignifies  any  degree  of  correftion  or  pu- 
niihment, in  this  life  or  the  next.  That  which  had  been  in- 
purred  hj  thofe  unworthy  receivers,   to  whom  the  apoftje 
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wrote,  was  onlj  corredion  10  the  prefent  life.  For  undoabN 
cdlj  he  told  them  the  worft  of  their  danger,  and  he  tells  then 
of  nothing  clfe.  The  very  next  tvords  are :  For  this  caufr 
mny  art  vaak  andjukly  among  you ^  and  manyjleef^  are  dead. 
Then  foOows,  what  entirely  clears  up  the  matter :  If  we 
wmld  judge  our/elves^  wejbould  not  be  judged*  But  when  we 
*rt  judged^  we  are  chajiened  of  the  Lord^  that  wefhould  not  he 
condemned  with  the  worlds  The  punilhment  therefore  of  re* 
ceiTing  unworthily,  will  either  be  extended  to  another  world, 
or  confined  to  this,  according  to  the  degree  of  the  fault :  and 
if  we  repent  fincerely  and  in  time,  it  will  be  forgiven  in  both. 
When  in  the  fame  ei^hortation  we  are  required  to  judge  our* 
fthes  THEN,  this  by  no  means  implies,  that  we  need  not  do 
it  before,  but  that  we  ihould  take  care  it  be  now  perfeded. 
And  when  it  is  (aid,  that  we  mufl  above  all  things  give  thanh 
to  Godf  the  meaning  is  not  that  faith  and  repentance  are  lefs 
occeflary ;  but  that  thefe  being  fuppofed  to  precede,  the  prin- 
cipal point  in  the  afl  of  communicating  is  a  thankful  remem- 
bnoce  of  God's  mercy,  difpefing  us  to  lay  hold  of  it. 

Froni  this  kft  exhortation,  we  proceed  immediately  to  the 
firft  thing  recommended  in  it,  a'penitent  confeflion  of  our 
fins ;  which  the  ancient  church  made  alfo  on  the  fame  occa« 
Son.  When  in  this  we  &y,  that  the  burthen  of  them  is  into* 
krahle^  we  mean  not  always  that  the  fdrrow,  which  we  that 
iofiant  feel  for  them,  is  extreme  :  for  though  very  fincere,  it 
maj  be  imperfeft  in  its  degree  ;  or  though  as  perfed  as  the 
cofiftitttticm  of  our  mind  and  body  admits,  it  may  not  be  very 
pffionate  and  affli£king ;  or  though  it  were  once  fo,  it  may 
now  be  moderated  by  a  joyful  fenfe  o£  God's  mercy  to  us ; 
bat  we  mean,  that  the  weight  with  which  our  guilt,  if  not 
removed,  will  finally  fit  heavy  on  our  fouls,  is  unfpeakably 
greater  than  we  ihall  be  able  to  bear* 

After  this  confeffion,  the  minifter,  himfelf  one  of  the  fin^ 
Hers  wbo  hath  joined  in  it,  agreeably  to  the  duty  of  his  of- 
fice, alTures  the  people,  that  God  hath  promifed  forgivenefs  to. 
fill  thai  turn  /a  him  as  they  ought ;  and  eameftly  prays  that 
they  may  obtain  it ;  adding  expreCs  authorities  of  fcripture  to 
confirm  their  faith  and  hope. 

Then  he  exhorts  them^  thus  comforted,  to  lift  up  tbeir 
\tarts^  and  give  thanks  to  Cod :  which  words,  with  the  an<» 
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fwct<9,  and  the  fiibftance  of  all  that  follows  conftatitlj,  as  far 
as.  Glory  he  to  tbee^  0,  Lord  moft  bigb^  appear  to  have  been 
ufed  in  the  communion-fervice  1500  jears  ago ;  and  might 
.  probably  deCcend  from  the  apoftolic  times.  Even  the  cuftom 
of  appropriating  particular  prefaces  to  the  more  confiderable 
lel^iTals,  is  X200  years  old,  if  not  more. 

And  now»  approaching  nearer  to  the  a£l  of  receiving,  we 
again  folemnly  acknowledge  our  own  unworthinefs,  as  all  the 
old  liturgies  did,  though  not  fo  fully :  and  pray,  that  ourjtn* 
ftd  bodies  may  be  made  clean  by  Cbri/Ps  body^  and  our  fouls 
Viajbed  ibrougb  bis  m^ft  precious  blood:  which  expreffions 
have  b*een  cenfured*  as  if  they  implied,  that  each  of  thefe,  at 
lead  the  latter  of  them  (his  blood)  had  fome  peculiar  efficacy, 
.  of  which  the  other  was  deilitute.  But  this  cannot  be  intend- 
ed  :  becanfe  very  foon  after,  the  prcfervation  of  our  bodies  and 
fouls  alfo  wito  everlafting  life^  is  afcribed  feparately,  both  to 
his  body  and  to  his  blood,  as  it  is  in  fcripture  alfo  *•  There* 
fore  the  diiUnSion  made  here»'  was  only  meant  for  fome  kind 
of  elegance  in  fpeech  :  and  it  much  refembles  what  St.  CU" 
ment  the  Roman^  whom  St.  P/ztf/intitles  his  fellow -labourer  f, 
hath  faid  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Corintbians^  that  Chrift  gave 
kisflefbfor  ourfUfb^  and  bis  foul  for  our  fouls  %- 

After  this  follows  the  prayer  of  confecration,  or  fetting 
apart  the  bread  and  wine  to  the  facred  purpofe  in  which  they 
are  about  to  be  einploycd.  A  prayer  hath  been  ufed  for  that 
end,  at  lead  1600  years.  And  the  mention  which  ours  makes 
of  the  inftitution  of  the  Lord*s  Supper,  from  the  words,  v^ho 
in  tie  fame  nigbt  tbat  he  was  betrayed^  to  the  conclufion,  is  in 
every  old  liturgy  in  the  world.  1  he  Romanifts  have  put  into 
their  prayer  of  confecration,  names  of  faints,  and  commemo- 
rations of  the  dead,  which  we  have  thrown  out.  And  indeed 
^ve  have  left  nothing  that  fo  much  as  needs  explaining^  unlefs 
it  may  be  ufeful  toobferve  to  you,  that  our  Saviour's  one  oh* 
lation  ofbimfelfi%  oppoled  to  the  various  kinds  of  oblations 
under  the  lawf  and,  once  offered^  to  the  continual  repetition  of 
them  ;  though  probably  a  further  view  was  to  intimate,  that 
he  is  not,  as  the  Papifts  pretend,  really  facrificed  anew  in  this* 
holy  ordinance. 

The 

f  Hcb.  X.  10, 19.  t  1*1^1-  *▼•  3«  \  ^<-^»  49* 
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The  iirft  part  of  the  words  which  the  minifter  fpeaks  2St  ^ 

ddiTering  the  elements,  is  very  ancient :  the  reft  is  added  bjr  \ 

oar  church  ;  and  the  whole  is  unexceptionable.  The  pofture 
of  kneeling  which  we  ufe,  when  we  receive,. b  a  verj  proper 
cae.  Some  indeed  think,  that  the  apoftles  received  in  the 
poflure  which  thej  ufed  at  meals,  and  that  we  ought  to  imi^ 
tate  tbem  in  this.  Now,  if  fo,  to  imitate  them  flri&]j,  we 
moil  not  fit  (ag  thf^fe  peribns  do)  but  lie  all  along  ;  for  iki  did 
the  apoiUes  at  table.  But  indeed  we  may  rather  fuppofe,  that  i 

xirhea  our  Saviour  blefied  the  bread  and  wine,  this  being  aa  | 

addrefs  to  God,  both  he  and  tbej  were  in  fome  poilure  of 
adoration :  and  that  thej  changed  it  before  receiving,  is  noc 
likelj,  confidering   how  different  that  was  from  a  comroou  1 

meaU  Nor  does  it  appear,  that  any  part  of  the  Chrifiian 
church,  till  of  late  years^  ever  ufed  any  other  pofture  than. 
that  of  kneeling  or  (landing  ;  by  each  of  which  they  meant 
to  fignify  worfliip.    We  ufe  the  former :  but  with  an  exprefs  ,     , 

declaration  inferted  in  all  our  prayer-books,  that  no  adoration 
is  hereby  intended^  or  ought  to  be  done^  either  to  the  facramentai 
hread  and  wine  (^or  that  were  idolatry  ^  to  be  abhorred  of  all 
Chriftians)^  or  to  any  corporal  prefence  of  Cbrift'*s  natural 
fitfi  and  bthod  ;  for  th^y  are  in  heaven^  and  not  here  *.  We 
kneel  therefore  only  to  adore  the  inviiible  Gk>d  ;  and  to  be 
in  a  fit  poflure  for  thoie  prayers  and  praifes  which  can  never 
fc?  more  properly  offered  up  to  him.  And  why  any  perfons 
ihould  prefer  a  different  pofture,  we  cannot  fee. 

Having  communicated,  'we  again  repeat,  after  a  long  in-i 
tcrval,  the  Lord's  Prayer.     For  fince,  to  as  many  as  truly  r^- 
ctive  bim\  be  gives  power  to  become  tbefons  of  God  f ;  we  may  . 
hope  we  have  now  ftrengthened  our  title  to  apply,  under  that 
Aame,  to  Our  Father  which  is  in  heaven^  Wr. 

Then  we  intirely^  that  is,  with  our  whole  hearts,  dejire  him 
t9  accept  tins  our  facrificcy  or  fervice,  of  praife  and  thankfgiv^ 
uig,  which  we  have  offered  up  to  him  :  begging  leave,  at  the 
iamc  time,  to  o^er  up  ourfehes^  body  andfoul^  as  dedicated  to 
his  will ;  which  is  the  great  en^  of  all  our  devotions  ^  yet  »e« 
ver  mentioned  in  the  Romi/b  msfs-book.  We  pray  alfo  once 
i^ore  for  the  whole  church  ;  and  laftly  for  our  fellow-com« 
'  ,  municants, 

•  Rubric  after  Cca:mun;oi:.  f  jrlin  u  i%. 
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fnuDicants,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  that  we  may  h^  fulfilled^  that 
iSy  filled  full,  and,  as  the  Pfalmifl  exprefies  it,  cdfundantly  Ja^ 
tiified  *,  with  God^s  grace  and  benedi&ion* 

After  this,  as  our  blefled  Lord  fung  an  hjma  f  with  his 
difciples  after  the  paflbver  (in  imitation  of  whom  the  whole 
Chrillian  church  hath  ufed  one  in  commemorating  Our  fajf" 
over,  facrificed  for  «x  t),  we  ufe  one  likewife^  as  ancient,  in 
fubftance,  as  the  fourth  century  at  leaft.  It  were  better,  in- 
deed, that  we.fung  it  \  if  there  did  not^  alas,  often  want  num- 
bers, and  generally  ikill.  The  beginning  of  it  is  th^fong  of 
the  holy  angels  in  St.  Luke :  on  which  foundation  we  proceed 
to  glorify  God,  and  give  thanks  to  bim  for  his  great  glory  ; 
meaning,  that  of  his  goodnefs,  wifdom  and  power,  difplayed 
in  tlie  work  of  our  redemption  :  fervently  befeeching  the  Son 
and  Lamb  ofGod^  that  his  fufferings  to  taie  away  tbefns  of 
the  worldf  and  his  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  the ,  Ma j eft y  on 
High  ^9  nay  bring  down  mercy  upon  us  :  and  acknowledging^ 
that  we  are  all  impure^  He  only  is  holy  ;  men  and  angels  are 
fervants.  He  only  is  the  Lord;  He  only  with  the  Holy  Gboft^ 
united  to  the  Father  in  glory  unfpeakable,  is  Moft  High  above 
all. 

To  this  aft  of  worfhip  we  fubjoin  (drawing  now  to  a  coa- 
clufion),  one  or  more  of  thefe  brief,  but  comprehenfive  col« 
lefts,  which  are  provided  for  that  purpofe.  In  the  firft  of 
them,  fome  have  objefted  againft  the  phrafe,  Chances  of  this 
mortal  life^  as  implying  fome  what  irreligious.  But  our  Sa« 
viour  hath  not  fcrupled  to  fay,  j^nd  by  chance  there  came  down 
a  certain  prieft  ||.  Again  in  the  fourth,  which  is  alfo  fre-« 
quently  ufed  before  fermon,  fome  have  ftumbled  at  the  ezf 
predion,  Prevent  us^  0  Lord^  in  all  our  doings  :  becaufe  pre- 
venting moft  commonly  iignifies  hindering.  But  the  original 
meaning,  and  the  true  one  here  is.  Go  before  us :  which  may. 
indeed  be  either  to  further  us  by  opening  the  way,  or  to  ob- 
flruft  us  by  flopping  it.  Bi^t  furely  it  can  no  more  be  doubt- 
ed which  we  intend,  than  what  David  intended,  when  he  faidi 
Itbou  fhalt  prevent  him  with  the  blefjings  of  goodnefs  ^  ;  and 
again,  TChe  God  of  my  mercy  Jhall  prevent  me  **.  The  others^ 
I  think,  have  no  difficulties. 

What 

•  Pf.  xxxvi.  8.      t  Watt.  ixvi.  30.       \  1  Cor.  lr.  7.      §  Heb.  i.  j. 
II  Luke  «.  31.  1  Pf.  txi.  3.  y  Pf.  Ik.  10. 
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What  remains  is  the  folemn  and  affeftionate  form  of  dif- 
miffion ;  mod  of  which  is  taken  from  the  words  of  holy  writ. 
The  miaifter  of  Chrift  in  pronoucing  it,  prays,  that  the  peace 
fifGod^  which  pqffeth  all  underftanding^  that  inward  fenfe  of 
our  Maker's  goodnefs  to  us,  which  even  now  is  delightful, 
Bejond  the  conception  of  thofe  who  have  not  experienced  it ; 
and  (hall  hereafter  be  fo  heightened,  as  vafllj  t6  exceed  the 
pTtfent  conceptions  of  the  heft  of  us  ;  may  keep  our  hearts  af\^ 
mnds  *,  our  judgments  and  aSe&ions,  in  the  knowledge  and 
hoe  of  God  and  his  Cbri/i  c  and  that  every  hlejfing  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  may  be  diftributed  amongji  us^  and  remain  with  us 
abcays.    Grant  this,  O  Heavenly  Father,  for  the  fake,  \3c. 

•  Phil,  W.  7. 
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««   ■  ■  Exhorting  and  teftif)^ng  that  this  is  the  true  grace  tfG^i 
wherein  ye  Jiand* 

THE  happiners  of  all  creatures  depends  entirely  on  theit 
obedience  to  his  will  whofe  fovereign  power  created 
^  and  rules  the  world.    Now  the  will  of  God  is  made  known 

to  us  in  part  by  natural  reafon ;  and  thejr  who  have  no  other 
law,  fiiall  be  judged  by  that  alone.  But  as  reafon  was  unable 
to  teach  mankind  a  great  number  of  things  Terj  important  to 
be  known,  and,  in  fad,  did  teach  mod  of  them  but  a  fmall 
part  of  what  it  might  have  done,  God  was  mercifully  pleafed 
to  fuperadd  the  light  of  revelation  to  it,  and  place  us  under 
the  conduft  of  both  jointly.  Such  an  additional  provifioo)  it 
might  have  been  hoped^  had  cleared  up  all  doubts  ;  but  part- 
ly the  weaknefs,  partly  the  wickednefs  of  men,  hath  turned 
even  this  light  into  darknefs,  and  made  it  multiply  difputes 
infiead  of  ending  them.  Still  we  have  no  reafon  to  be  dif« 
couraged  \  for  every  upright  and  confiderate  perfon^  may,  af- 
ter all,  with  due  care,  very  e^^ly  fee  his  way  before  him 
clearly  enough  to  walk  in  it.  Hut  we  have  great  reafon  to 
ufe  this  care,  and  mftke  fuch  enquiry  amidft  the  difierent 
paths  which  different  perfons  point  out  to  us,  as  will  give  os 
caufe  to  be  fatisfied  we  choofe  the  right.  Now  of  all  die  dif« 
ferent  opinions  which  have  rifen  concerning  the  Chriftitn  re« 
I  ligion,  there  have  been  few  fo  remarkable  as  that  which  di- 

!  vides  this  part  of  the  world  into  Popijb  and  Proteft^ut*   Thofe 

of 
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of  the  foitner  communion,  it  feems,  think  us  of  the  latter 
quite  out  of  the  waj  to  falvation,  and  accordingly  are  unwea* 
ried  in  perfuading,  as  they  have  opportunity,  the  members  of 
onr  church,  efpccially  the  lower  axid  more  ignorant  part  of 
them,  to  quit  it  for  theirs.  The  neceffity  of  doing  this,  they 
iofift  upon  fometimes  \^ith  fo  much  plaulibility,  and  always 
with  fo  much  confidence,  that  I  hope  you  will  not  think  a 
few  difcourfes  ill  employed  on  a  fubj^d  of  fuch  Tery  great 
importance,  both  to  our  private  (atisfadioa  and  public  fecn-* 
rity,  in  refuting  the  arguments  they  ufually  bring  againft  us, 
^^iftifyi^g  ^*^'  ^^^  '^  ^^  t^^^  grcLce  of  God  wbcrdn  y$ 
Jiand.    Tq  proceed  regularly  in  this  matter,  I  ihall 

I.  Inquiry  what  is  the  rule  of  Chriftian  faith  an^  life: 
and 

II.  Examine  by  this  rule  the  peculiar  doArines  and  prao* . 
tices  of  the  Romi/b  church. 

I.  I  (hall  inquire  what  is  the  rule  of  Chriftian  faith  and 
life :  from  whence  we  are  to  learn  what  things  eur  religion 
requites  as  neceflary,  and  what  it  forbids  as  unlawful :  for,  if 
we  do  the  one,  and  avoid  the  other,  we  are  undoubtedly  fafe. 
Now,  as  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  fole  author  of  our  faith  *,  thofe 
things,  and  thofe  aloiie,  which  he  taught  himfelf,  and  com* 
miffioned  his  difciples  to  teach,  are  parts  of  our  faith.  What 
lus  doftrine  was  we  find  in  no  lefs  than  fovr  accounts  of  bis 
life  and  preaching  given  in  the  gofpels.  To  what  belief  his 
difciplcs  converted  men,  we  find  in  the  Afts.  What  they 
tangbt  men  after  their  converfion,  we  read  in  the  epiftles. 
Thcfc  feveral  books,  which  make  up  the  New  Teftament,  all 
Chrifiians  allow  to  contain  an  original  and  undoubtedly  true 
account  of  our  religion.  The  only  poffible  queftion  is,  whe- 
ther they  contain  a  full  and  clear  account  \  Now  fuch  a  ono 
icy,  without  queftion,  intended  to  give,  for  what  could  in- 
doce  them  defi^nedly  to  give  any  other  ?  Befides,  St.  Luke^ 
ia  the  very  beginning  of  h»s  gofpel,  tells  us,  that  having  a 
ferftB  underftanding  of  thofe  tiings  which  were  believed  amongft 
Chrifiians f  be  bad  taken  in  band  to  fet  forth  a  declaration  of 
them^  that  thofe  he  wrote  to  might  know  the  certainty  of  what 
ihej  had  been  inftruQed  in.     And  St.  ^ohn^  in  the  concluIioQ 
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of  his,  tells  UB9  that  thoagh  our  Saviour  dtdj  and  doubtleb 
faid  alfo,  ^ny  things  that  were  not  written  in  that  book^  jet 
thefe,  faj9  he,  are  written  that  ye  might  believe  that  ye/us  is 
the  Chrift^  the  Spn  of  God,  and  that  believing  ye  might  have 
life  through  his  name  *•  This  being  then  (heir  iotentioDi  can 
vre  poflibly  think  they  failed  of  it  ?  Two  of  the  evangelifta- 
at  lead  were  conftantly  prefent  at  our  Saviour's*  difcourfesi 
the  other  two  heard  them  either  from  him,  or  his  immediate, 
followers,  and  they  had  the  promife  of  his  Spirit  to  bring  all 
things  to  their  remembrance  whatfoever  he  had  faid  unto  tbemj-^ 
Could  they  after  all  forget  any  part  of  this  that  was  material 
and  neceffary  ?  That  any  of  them  fliould  do  fo  is  very  ftrange, 
much  more  that  they  all  ihould.  That  St.  Zuie^  the  compa- 
nion of  the  apoftles,  and  the  writer  of  their  a£bs,  that  he  too, 
in  relating  what  they  taught  their  converts,  ihould  unhappily 
omit  any  thing  efTential,  ftill  adds  to  the  wonder :  and  that 
no  one  of  the  many  epifties  written  to  in(lru£t  the  churches 
in  their  faith  and  duty,  fhould  fupply  this  defe^i  is  beyond 
all  belief. 

But  fuppofing  the  fcriplure  ever  fo  perfeft  in  itfelf,  yet  the 
church  of  Rome  objects  that  it  is  not  clear  to  us  :  even  to  the 
learned  many  things  are  hard  to  be  underftood,  which  there- 
fore to  the  unlearned  •  muft  be  impoflible.  Nay,  fometime^ 
they  tell  us  not  one  fentence  of  it  hath  a  meaning,  which  by 
our  own  private  judgment  we  can  be  certain  of.  But  furely 
the  apoftles  were  not  worfe  writers  with  a  divine  afliftance, 
than  others  commonly  are  without  it.  What  they  fpoke  and 
preached  was  plain,  elfe  they  fpoke  to  no  purpofe :  and  why 
fhould  not  the  fame  things  be  as  plain  when  they  were  writ- 
ten  down  ?  Some  paffages  indeed  might  to  fome  perfons  be 
difficult  even  at  firft,  and  more  are  doubtlefs  become  fo  by 
length  of  time.  But  that  the  main  of  the  New  Teftament  is 
intelligible  enough,  cannot  be  with  any  modefty  denied.  And 
for  the  reft,  what  at  fiift  fight  is  difficult,  may  with  due  con- 
fideration  of  our  own,  and  help  of  others,  be  made  eafyj  what 
is  obfcurely  expreffed  in  one  place,  may  be  clearly  expreffed 
in  another ;  and  what  is  clearly  expreiTed  in  no  place,  we 
may  fafely,  for  that  very  reafon,  conclude  it  is  not  neceflaiy 
for  us  to  underftand  or  believe. 

•  But 

♦  John  «.  30,  31,  f  J©hn  xW.  %^, 
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But  allowing  the  fcriptures  to  bave  been  at  firft  fuffictently 
iDtelligible,  how  do  we  know  thej  are  come  down  to  us  on- 
comipted  ?  I  anrwer,  by  all  the  fame  arguments  which  prove 
the  incorruptneis  of  any  other  ancient  book  in  the  world,  and 
bj  this  argument  farther,  that  thefe  books  having  many  more 
copies  of  thena»  being  much  wider  difperfed,  and  much  more 
carefully  read,  and  warmly  difputed  about,  than  any  other 
whatever;  it  is  in  proportion  more  incredible  that  either 
chance  or  dcfign  fhould  alter  them,  in  any  thing  codiderable, 
without  difcovery  frogi  fome  quarter,  even  were  no  particu- 
lar providence  to  watch  over  writings  fo  worthy  of  ita  care. 
And  accordingly,  in  fad,  aroidft  all  the  various  readings 
which  fuch  a  number  of  copies  muft  produce,  there  is  not 
one  that  aiFc£ts  the  lead  article  of  our  religion.  But  if  ever 
fo  faithfully  preferved,  fiill  how  ihall  the  unlearned  know 
when  they  are  faithfully  tranflated?  Why,  moil  paflages  all 
parties  agree  in,  and  on  thofe  they  difagree  about,  common 
fenfe,  comparifon  of  other  texts,  confideration  of  what  goes 
before  and  after,  and  confulting,  as  opportunity  offers,  judi- 
cious and  honeft  perfons  of  different  perfuafions,  will  enable 
anj  perfoD  to  pafs  a  fufficient  judgment,  fo  far  as  he  is  con- 
cerned to  judge,  which  is  right  and  which  is  wrong,  which  is 
clctir  and  which  is  doubtfuL  Indeed  there  is  in  general  but 
liide  danger  of  any  grofs  impofitions  upon  men  being  at- 
tempted, much  lefs  fucceeding,  for  any  continuance,  in  a  land 
of  knowledge  and  freedom,  whatever  may  be,  or  hath  been, 
under  Popiih  tyranny  and  darknefs.  Since  therefore  the  fcrip- 
tures contain  a  full  and  clear  account  of  Chriftianity,  written  * 
bj  the  very  apoftles  and  firfl  difciples  of  our  Lord  himfelf, 
and  honeftly  delivered  down  into  our  hands,  we  have  plainly 
fuch  a  rule  for  our  faith  as  all  men  in  all  cafes  are  ever  fa- 
tis&ed  with ;  nor  have  we  any  need  to  look  farther.  And  yet 
the  farther  we  do  look  into  other  pretended  rules,  the  better 
we  (hall  be  fatisfied  with  that  we  have  already.  For,  let  what 
will  be  (aid  againft  fcripture,  as  not  being  a  fufficient  rule,  it 
muft  be  a  fufficient  one,  unlefs  there  be  fome  other;  and,  up- 
on a  fair  examination,  it  will  evidently  appear  there  is  no 
other.  The  Romanijls  indeed  tell  us  of  one  which  they  fpeak 
of  in  very  high  terms,  and  that  is  the  traditionary  doSrine  of 
what  they  call  the  Catholic  Church.     The  apoftles,  they  fay, 
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infimded  their  converts  very  diligently  in  every  article  of 
faith.     Thofe  converts  again,  knowing  it  to  be  their  indiC^ 
penfable  duty,  could  not  fail  to  inftrud,  with  the  fame  dili«e 
gence,  minifters  their  flocks,  parents  their  children,  evetj* 
Chriftian  his  neighbour.     And  thi^s,  by  a  continued  fuccef- 
fion  of  teaching,  all  the  doftrines  of  religion  are  handed  down 
in  their  church,  they  tell  us,  uncorrupted  to  this  day.    Who- 
ever  either  added,  omitted,  or  changed  any  thing,  muft,  they 
think,  by  every  one  round  him,  be  immediately  charged  with 
a  miflake ;  and,  if  he  perfifted  in  it,  convided  of  a  herefy, 
whilft  the  reft  were  confirmed  in  the  ancient  truth.     And 
therefore  to  hold  what  the  church  holds,  is  a  rule  that  cau 
never  miflead  us.     Now  it  muft  be  owned  indeed,  that  our 
Saviour  delivered  his  doftrine  to  the  apoftles,  and  they  to  alt 
the  world  by  word  of  mouth  ;  and  this  way  of  delivering  at 
firft  was  fufficient ;  and  therefore  St.  Paul  exhorts  the  Ttbef- 
/ahniansy  to  boldfafl  the  traditions  he  had  taught  them^  whether 
by  word  or  hy  letter  *.  But  then,  in  the  nature  of  things,  hov^ 
long  could  this  laft  ?     Suppofe  but  the  eafieft  comoion  ftoiy 
were  to  be  told  from  one  perfon  to  another,  without  being 
-written  down,  for  only  lOO  or  'loo  years,  and  let  each  perfon, 
as  he  received  it,  have  ever  fo  ftridk  a  charge  to  tell  it  in  the- 
fame  manner ;  yet,  long  before  the  end  of  that  time,  what 
fecurity  could  we  pollibly  have  that  it  was  true  at  firft,  and 
unaltered  ftill  ?     And  you  cannot  but  fee  there  is  much  lefa 
fecurity,  that  a  confiderable  number  of  doArines,  efpecially 
fuch  as  compofe  the  Popijh  creed,  ihould  be  brought  down 
fafe  for  1700  years  together,   through  fe  many  millions  o£ 
hands,  that  were  all  liable,  through  ignorance,  forgetful^eis, 
and  fuperftition,  to  miftake  them,  or^  through  knavery  and 
defign,  to  alter  them.     But  it  will  be  faid,  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
importance  as  religion,  men  would  be  more  careful  in  deli- 
vering truth  than  in  others.     Undoubtedly  they  ought ;  but 
who  can  be  fecurc  that  they  would  ?    It  is  of  equal  import- 
ance to  be  careful  in  praftifing  it  too  ;  yet  we  all  know  hpw 
this  hath  been  neglefted  in  the  world ;  and  therefore  have 
reafon  to  think  the  other  hath  been  no  lefs  fo.     But  whoever 
made  the  jfirfU  change,  they  fay,  muft  have  been  immediately 
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dilcovered.  Now,  fo  far  from  thisi  tliRt  perfons  make  changes 
in  what  they  relate,  without  difcovering  it  themfelves  ;  alte- 
ntions  come  in  by  infenfible  degrees :  one  man  leaves  out,  or 
nries,  or  adds  one  little  circumftance  \  the  next,  another  j  till 
it  grow  imperceptibly  into  a  diiTerent  thing.     In  one  age  % 
doftrijie  is  delivered  as  a  probable  opinion ;  the  following  age 
fpeaks  of  it  as  certain  truth ;  and  the  third  advances  it  into 
sn  ixticle  of  faith,     t'erhaps  an  oppoficiop  rifes  upon  this,  as 
many  have  done :  fome  have  faid  fuch  a  doArine  was  deliver* 
ed  to  them,  others  that  it  was  not :  and  who  can  tell  whether 
at  lafi  the  right  fide  or  the  wrong  have  prevailed  ?    Only  this 
is  certain,  that  whichfoever  prevails,  though  by  a  fmall  ma- 
joritj  at  firft,  will  ufe  alt  means  of  art  and  power  to  make  it 
iippear  an  univerfal  confent  at  laft,  and  then  plead  uninter- 
rapted  tradition.     But  though  fuch  things  as  thefe  may  po£« 
fibly  be  done  in  almoft  any  age,  yet  they  are  eafy  to  be  done 
in  fach  ages*  as- were  five  or  fix  of  thofe,  that  preceded  the 
reformation  ;  when,  by  the  coafefiion  of  their  own  hiftorians, 
both  clet-gy  and  laity  were  fo  univerfally  and  fo  monftrouilj 
Ignorant  and  vicious,  that  nothing  was  too  bad  for  them  to 
do,  or  too  abfurd  for  them  to  believe.     But  ftill  they  tell  us, 
weProteftants  receive  it  upon  the  authority  of  tradition,  that 
Icnpture  is  the  word  of  God :  and  why  can  we  not  as  well 
receive  other  things  upon  the  fame  authority  ?  I  anfwer,  we 
receive  fcriptute  by  no  means  upon  the  authority  of  traditioa 
merely ;  mubh  lefs  the  tradition  of  their  prefent  church  ;  but 
partly  on  account  9f  its  own  re^lfoiiablenefs,  and  the  charac- 
ters of  divine  wifdom  in  it  \  partly  from  the  teilimony  which 
one  part  of  it  bears  to  the  other ;  and  laftly,  upon  the  written 
evidence  given  us,  chiefly  indeed  by  the  earlieft  Chriilians, 
but  in  fome  meafure  alfo  by  Jews  and  Heathens  themfelves, 
that  the  authors  of  thefe   books  were  the  difciples  of  our 
Lord,  and  the  things  faid  by  them  true.     But  then  to  tell  us^ 
that  b^caufe  we  receive  fcripture  upon  this  evidence,  we  muft 
therefore  receive  a  long  lift  of  dodrines  upon  mer^  tradition^ 
After  17  ages,  i^  to  affirm  that  the  memory  of  things  may  be 
ts  well  preferyed  for  ever,  by  general  rumour  and  hearfay, 
as  bj  authentic  records.     But  here  they  plead,  that  the  tra« 
dition  which  they  depend  on,  is  not  altogether  unwritten,  but 
partly  recorded  by  the  ancient  fathers  of  the  church.   To  this 
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tve  aafwefy  tliat  we  acknowledge  truly  ancient  writers,  in 
matters  where  they  all  agtee,  to  be  a  verj  raluable  evidence 
of  the  faith,  though  at  the  fame  time  a  fallible  one.  And 
we  can  prove  undeniafblj^  that  thefe  writers,  in  proportion  as 
they  lived  near  the  days  of  the  apoftles,  were  of  our  faith, 
not  theirs*  But  as  this  is  a  proof  in  our  favour,  that  few 
perfons  are  capable  of  entering  into,  fo  we  have  happily  a 
much  Ihort^r.  For  if  antiquity  be  an  argument,  the  greater 
the  antiquity,  the  ftronger  the  argument :  and  therefore  the 
authority  of  the  Bible,  for  this,  as  well  as  many  other  rea- 
fons,  is  the  ftrongeft  of  alL  An  original  account  is  always 
to  be  depended  on  in  the  firft  place*  Such  others,  as  come  a 
little  after,  in  point  of  time,  may  be  of  confiderable  ufe  to 
illuftrate  and  confirm  the  former ;  but,  wherever  they  appear 
to  contradift  i),  muft  be  rejcftcd  Without  fcruple.  And  thofe 
'which  come  a  great  deal  after,  fuch  as  the  church  of  Rome 
chiefly  depends  on,  deferve  little  or  no  credit.  Tlie  Spirit  of 
•God  therefore,  feeing  the  need  there  would  be  of  it,  infpired 
the  apoQles  and  evangelifts  to  deliver  a  full  and  clear  rule  of 
faith,  to  all  pofterity,  in  the  New  Teftament :  certainly  not 
•that  this  might  be  interpreted  afterwards  by  tpadition  into 
whatever  fenfe  men  pleafed  (^for  then  tradition  alone  had  done 
as  well  or  better  without  i|),  but  that  tradition,  as  often  as  it 
went  wrong,  might  be  re&ified  by  this.  Had  not  Chriflianity 
been  committed  in  the  earlieft  ages  to  writing,  long  before 
this  time,  in  all  probability,  there  had  been  fcarce  one  doc« 
trine  of  it  left,  which  We  could  have  betn  fecure  was  genu« 
ine.  And  though  tradition  hath  doubtlefs  been  preferved,  by 
having  fome  regard  to  fcripture,  from  degenerating  and  vary, 
ing  near  fo  much  as  it  would  elfc,  yet,  for  want  of  having  a 
fufficient  regard  to  it,  firft  necdlefs,  then  uncertain,  then  falfe 
and  pernicious,  articles  of  belief  have  crept  in  among  Chrif- 
tians  5  the  very  fteps  of  whofe  entry,  for  the  moft  part,  we 
can  trace.  The  faith  of  the  firft  ages  changed  by  little  and 
little  every  age  after,  and  fiill  for  the  worfe ;  till  at  length 
the  church  of  Rome^  about  200  years  ago,  at  the  council  of 
Ttrent^  when  they  were  called  upon  to  reform  thefe  abufes, 
moft  ihamefully  chofe  to  eftablifli  them  under  the  venerable 
name'  of  primitive  tradition,  and  condemn,  all  who  will  not 
receive  them  with  the  fame  regard  as  fcriptnre  itfelf.     Juft 
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IS  in  our  Saviour's  time  it  was  among  the  Jews^  who  aiked^ 
wi/  watt  not  thy  difcipUs  according  to  the  tradition  of  the  eU 
itrsf  And  hejmd  unto  them^  Full  well  ye  reje£^  the  command^^ 
ment  e/God^  that  ye  may  keep  your  own  tradition  *•  And  juft 
as  St.  Paul  had  foretold  it  Would  happen  anlong  Ghriflians. 
Beware^  left  any  man  fpoil  you  through  vain  deceit^  after  tb9 
tradition  ofmen^  and  not  after  Chrift\.  But  here  thej  replj» 
that,  let  this  paflage  be  deligned  againft  whom  it  will,  it  can- 
not pofliblj  fall  on  them.  For,  however  uncertain  tradition 
might  become  of  itfelf  in  proceCs  of  time,  and  however  difii- 
colt  it  ma  J  be  for  private  perfons  to  judge  of  dodfines  bj  it, 
jret  the  judgment  of  the  catholic  churchy  in  thefe  points,  is 
infallible,  and  theirs  id  that  catholic  church.  Now,  that  the 
cbarch  is  infallible^  they  fomettmes  attempt  to  prove  from 
reafon.  Making  it  fo  was  the  only  way  to  end  difputes,  and 
therefore  God  being  wife  and  good,  muft  have  made  it  fob^ 
Bat  certainly  a  much  more  effeftual  way  of  preventing  dif- 
putes and  errors,  had  been  to  have  made  every  fingle  man 
infallible  j  and  yet  God  hath  hot  done  thi^.  It  might  there- 
fore be  more  modeft  for  them  to  let  him  fhew  his  wifdom 
and  goodnefs  in  what  Way.  he  pleafes.  The  Jewift)  churcbi^ 
we  know,  was  not  infallible  ;  for  they  denied  their  Saviour, 
and  it  was  by  following  tradition  that  they  came  to  do  it* 
How  then  does  it  appear  that  the  Ghriftian  muft  be  more  in« 
fallible?'  Why,  they  have  texts  of  fcripture  to  prove  this* 
But  if,  as  they  commonly  tell  us,  the  fcripture  can  neither 
be  proved  nor  underflbod  but  by  the  infallible  authority  of 
the  churchy  how,  can  the  infallible  authority  of  the  church  be 
proved  or  under ftood  but  by  fcripture?  However,  let  us  hear 
tbeie  texts.  Our  Saviour  told  his  apoilles,  that  the  Gomfort- 
er  Jhould  come^  and  lead  them  into  all  truth  %^  But  perhaps 
this  was  faid  only  to  the  apoftles :  and,  had  it  been  faid  to 
them  and  their  fncceflbrs,  or,  which  is  ftill  a  different  thing, 
to  the  whole  church ;  yet  fo  St.  ^ohn  }  tells  all  believers  they 
tnne  an  unBion  from  the  holy  one^  and  know  all  things  /  that 
is,  things  neceflary  :  net  that  they  were  not  capable  of  mif- 
taking,  but  that,  with  due  care,  they  might  avoid  it  if  they 
would.  Again  he  promifed  his  difciplesi  that  he  would  he 
VoL*IIL  G  with 
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with  them  to  the  end  of  the  world*.  And  fo  he  hath  promifcd 
every  fingle  Chriiiian  to  be  with  them,  and  dwell  with  them\\ 
jet  this  does  not  hinder  but  thej  may  both  mifunderftand; 
and  even  renounce  Chriftianity/  if  they  pleafe.  But  he  de- 
clares alfo,  xh^Cthe  gates  ofheltjhall  not  prevail  againjl  th^ , 
church  X'  But  the  gates  ofhelly  or,  as  it  might  be  tranflated, 
of  the  invifible  world,  n^ean  nothing  elfe  than  the  power  of 
death,  j.  e,  the  terror  of  perfecutioin,  as  the  learned  well  know* 
And'  it  can  never  follow,  that  becaufe  perfecution  fliall  not 
deftroy  the  church,  error  (hall:  not  corrupt  it.  Or  were  this 
cxpreffion,  tlie  gates  of  hell ^  to  comprehend  error,  it  muft  at 
ieaft  equally  comprehend  fin.  A.nd  therefore,  as  this  promife 
tioes  not  kinder  the  church  nniverral  from  being  more  or  lefs 
defiled  by  fin,  fo  neither  from  being  deformed  by  error.  And 
the  mod  our  Saviour  meant  to  promife,  is,  that  neither  (hali' 
totally  abbli(h>  though,  through  the  faults  of  men,  both  may 
greatly  pollute  it.  They  plead  farther,  that  St.  "Paul  fays,, 
the  church  of  God  is  the  pillar  and  ground  of  the  truth  §  :  but 
they  kno\vr  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  pafiage  of  St.  Paul  is 
fairly  capable  of  two  other  tranflations,  either  of  which  turns 
it  to  a  different  fenfe.  Or  were  this  the  only  fenfe,  we  ac- 
knowledge the  church  was  then,  and  ought  always  to  be,  and 
in  feme  meafure  always  is,  a  pillar  and  fupport  of  truth;  and 
fo  in  his  proportion  is  every  believer  :  and  therefore  of  every 
fingle  good  Chriftian  our  Saviour  fays,  in  the  Revelation  W^  I 
will  make  him  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God.  But  then  it 
does  not  follow  from  hence,  that  any  one  Chriilian,  or  the. 
majority  of  Chriftians,  fo  fupport  the  truth,-  as  that  they  do, 
and  ever  will,  profefs  it  all,  without  any  mixture  of  error  ; 
and  unlefs  this  be  done,  there  is  no  infallibility.  But  they 
^rgue  farther,  that  our  Saviour  direfts  ^,  If  a  man  negleB  to 
hear  the  churchy  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  a  Heathen  man  and  a 
Publican.  But  what  is  he  there  fpeaking  of  ?  Let  us  read  the 
context.  If  thy  brother  Jball  trefpafs  agaxnfl  thee^  go.  and  tell 
him  his  fault  between  him  and  thee  alone.  If  he  will  not  hear 
thee^  take  with  thee  one  or  two  more.  If  he  Jhall  negleB  to  hear 
them^  tell  it  unto  the  church.     If  he  negleB  to  hear  the  churchy 
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/d  hm  be  unto  thee  as  a  Heathen  man  and  a  Publican,  That 
is,  if  a  man  have  done  jou  an  injarj,  iirft  admonifti  him  pri- 
vately of  it.  If  that  avail  not,  tell  the  churfch  :  not  the  unir 
verfal  charch  fare  throughout  all  the  world,  but  the  particu- 
lar one  JOU  both  belong  to.  And  if  he  will  not  reform  upon 
their  reproof,  look  on  liim  no  longer  as  a*  true  Chriftian,  but 
.an  ill  man.  Here  therefore  is  not  one  word  faid  about  dif- 
obeying  the  determination  of  the  catholic  church  concerning 
adifputed  dodrine;  but  about  flighting  the  admonition  of  a 
particular  church  concerning  a  known  (in  \  and  particular 
-churches  are  owned  to  be  fallible. 

Again,  thej  fay  it  is  an  article  of  our  creed,  that  we  he^ 
liive  in  the  catholic  church.  But  then  they  know  the  mean- 
ing of  this  is  not  that  we  believe  whatever  this  church,  or 
any  who  pleafe  to  call  themfelves  fo,  fliall  at  any  time  aflert. 
But,  as  believing  in  the  refurreSion  of  the  body,  is  only  be- 
lieving that  fuch  a  refurreclion  (hall  be  ;  fo  believing  in  the 
catholic  church,  is  only  believing  that  fuch  a  church  is :  that 
Chrift  hath  united  his  followers  into  one  regular  fociety  or 
body,  of  which  himfelf  is  the  head  :  which  fociety  or  church 
is  therefore  called  catholic  or  univerfal,  becaufe  it  confifts  of 
all  nations  ;  whereas  the  Jewifi  church  was  not  catholic,  but 
particular,  con(ifting  only  of  oae  nation.  But  wjiether  this 
xhurch  be  infallible  or  not,  the  creed  fays  nothing.  They 
that  can  lay  a  ftrefs  on  fuch  wretched  arguments  as  thefe, 
how  would  they  have  triumphed,  had  the  fame  things  been 
faid  of  their  church,  that  are  faid  of  the  Jewijh  church  ?  If 
^here  arife  a  matter  too  hard /or  thee  in  judgment^  fays  Mofes^ 
thoujbaft  con^e  unto  the  Priejls  and  the  Lcjites^  that  Jhall  be 
in  tbofe  days^  and  thou  Jhalt  ohfei  ve  to  do  according  to  all  that 
they  /hall  inform  thee  ;  thou  Jhalt  not  decline  from  the  f entente 
ihat  theyjkalljhe'w  thee,  to  the  right  land  nor  to  the  left* ;  /or 
hy  their  words  fhall  every  controverfy  he  tried  f .  ^e  Scribes 
and  Pharifeesy  f»ys  our  Saviour,^/  in  Mofes\feat.  All  thercm 
fwe  wbatfoever  they  bid  you  obferve^  that  ohfei  ve  and  do  J, 
Now  if  thefe  very  ftrong  expre(rions  did  not  prove  that  church 
infallible  (as  certainly  they  do  not,  for  then  Chriftianity, 
which  they  rejeded,   would  not  be  true),   how  can   much 
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weaker  eipreffions  prove  any  other  to  be  fo  ?  But  they  who 
will  needs  have  the  church  to  be  infallible,  and  the  rule  of 
our  fai^th  inftead  of  fcripture,  what  part  of  it  do  they  make 
the  infallibility  refide  in  ?  For  unlefs  that  be  clearly  known, 
we  are  never  the  better  for  it ;  but  inftead  of  the  fame  rule 
of  faith,  every  different  opinion  about  this  matter  will  pro- 
duce  a  difiterent  rule  of  faith*  And  it  is  a  matter  in  which 
the  opinions  of  the  Rumattifts  differ  greatly.  Many  of  them 
fay  the  Pope  is  infallible,  and  he  himfelf  claims  to  be  fo.  But 
then  fome  think  he  is  fo  in  matters  of  faith  only,  fome  in 
matters  of  faft  too.  In  moft  Popiih  countries  it  would  be 
looked  upon  as  herefy  to  deny  him  this  prerogative,  in  others 
tis  great  wickednefs  to  afcribe  it  to  him.  For  a  large  part  of 
them  faf  nothing  is  infallible  under  a  general  council  regu- 
larly called.  But  then  they  have  fo  many  different  opinions 
about  what  makes  a  ooqncil  general,  and  what  call  of  one  is 
regular,  that  fomcx^of  them  reckon  at  leaft  eighteen  general 
councils,  and'  fome  at  moft  but  feven  or  eight ;  and  indeed 
they  might  very  juftly  queftien  whether,  flriftly  fpeaking, 
there  was  ^ver  fuch  a  one  in  the  world.  But  farther :  which 
of  the  decrees  and  canons  of  thefe  councils,  amongft  the  infi-« 
nite  forgeries  there  have  been,  are  genuine,  and  which  not ; 
Here  again  is  an  endlefs  controverfy ;  and  another  as  endlefs, 
what  the  meaning  of  fonie  of  the  moft  important  ones  of  then% 
is.  In  confequence  of  this  they  differ  and  difpute,  and  have 
done  for  ages  (as  united  as  they  would  feem  to  be),  not  onlj 
about  fuch  filly  queftions,  as  whether  the  virgin  Mary  was 
conceived  iQ'  original  fin  or  not  (and  yet  about  this  they  were 
calling  one  another  heretics  for  309  years,  and  their  general 
councils,  with  all  their  infallibility,  have  not  dared  to  deter^ 
mine  the  matter  to  this  day),  but  they  quarrel  equally  about 
things  of  the  greateft  moment.  To  give  but  one  inftance  of- 
many :  whether  a  king  may,  for  herefy  and  difobedience  to 
the  church,  be  depofed,  and  his  fubjeft^  difcharged  of  their 
allegiance,  is  a  queftion  of  as  much  weight  as  can  well  be 
put.  The  Popes,  and  great  part  of  their  church,  for  600 
years,  have  held  they  might,  an4  have  pra&ifed  accordingly, 
as  moft  nations  in  their  turns  have  felt.  But  what  tradition 
hath  taught,  and  general  couacils  have  decreed  on  this  point, 
is  fo  various  f^d  contradiAory,  that  it  would  take  a  man's| 
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life  almoft  to  inquire  into  it.  So  tliat  fome  Pofii/h  writers 
fpeak  of  the  affirmative  of  this  queftion  as  an  article  of  faith, 
aad  fome  as  a  moft  impious  error.  One  or  the  other  muft  be 
impious  undoubtedlj.  Which  then  are  the  heretics  ?  and 
whit  is  their  infallibilit  j  good  for,  that  either  cannot,  or  will 
not,  decide  queftions  of  fuch  importance  to  human  fociecy  as 
this  ?  But  to  proceed  :  Some  of  that  communion  allow  not 
even  councils  to  be  infallible,  and  account  no  doArine  funda- 
mental, uniefs  the  whole  bodj  of  the  Roman  church  hath  re- 
ceived it  as  fuch.  And  how  fhall  the  ignorant  know  with 
certauntj  when  they  have  all  received  it,  and  in  what  fenfe 
they  have  received  it  ?  But  why  the  whole  body  of  the  /?o- 
maa  church  i  What  claim  hath  {he  of  being  always  in  the 
right  more  than  the  churches  of  Greece^  of  -^fia^  or  JEthiopia^ 
who  differ  from  her,  as  well  as  we,  in  many  things,  and  aU 
kw  her  no  fuch  privilege  ?  Nor,  which  is  more,  did  St.  Paul 
know  of  any  Ihe  had  in  the  lead  ;  but  in  his  epiille  to  the 
church  of  Rome^  bids  her  not  to  be  high-minded^  iutfear  :  for 
if  Cod /pared  not  the  Jeivs^  take  heed,  kfl  he  alfo  fpare  not  thee. 
Behold  there/ore  the  goodnefs  and  fruerity  of  God :  On  them^ 
fewrity  ^  but  towards  thee^  goodnefs  ;  if  thou  continue  in  bis 
goodnefs^  otberwife  thou  alfo  Jhalt  be  cut  off".  Strange  treat- 
ment, fure,  of  an  infallible  church  !  Some  perfons  therefore 
baye  held  infallibility  to  refide  not  in  the  church  of  Rome 
particularly,  but  in  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians  confidered 
as  one,  which  indeed  is  the  only  true  catholic,  or  univerfal 
charch.  But  the  whole  body  of  Chriftians,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  can  never  meet :  and,  were  it  as  eafy  as  it  is  difficult, 
to  colled  their  feveral  opinions,  what  one  point  fliould  we 
find  them  all  in  all  ages  agree  in  as  necefiary,  befides  thofe 
general  doctrines  of  Chriftianity,  that  are  on  every  hand  aU 
lowed  to  be  clearly  contained  in  fcripture  ?  Which  way  fo- 
ever  then  we  feek  for  a  rule  of  faith,  to  fcripture-do6lrme 
we  muft  return  \  and  therefore  the  beft  way  is  never  to  de-  ■ 
part  from  it. 

But  here  fome  of  the  Romanifts  (for  they  differ  about  it) 
will  fey  we  wrong  them.  They  admit  fcripture  for  the  rule 
of  &ith:  but  do  they  admit  it  for  the  only  one?  This  they 
dare  not  fay;  or,  if  they  did,  ^ill  they  allow  us,  when  we 
)ttvt  ttis  nile,  to  know  what  it  means  •?  No,  we  muft  never 

un^rftand  ; 
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.underftand  the  leaft  part  of  it,  though  ever  fo  plain,  in  zny 
different  fenfe  from  what  the  church  is  pleafed  to  appoint* 
What  then  is  this  but  mocking  mankind,  and  giving  with, 
one  hand,  what  thej  immediatelj  take  away  with  the  other  ? 
But  we,  they  fay,  are  in  a  pitiable  condition  ;  that,  having 
only  the  dead  letter  of  fcripture  to  go  by,  and  no  living  guide 
or  judge  to  dire&  us  in  the  interpretation  of  it  as  they  have, 
controverfies  are  always  rifing  among  us,  and  can  never  be 
decided.    To  this  we  anfwer,  that  coniroverfies  are  what  they 
themfelves,  even  with  perCecution  to  help  them,  can  neither 
prevent  or  end  any  more  than  we.     And  in  matters  of  pro- 
perty indeed,  fome  decifion,  right  or  wrong,  mud  be  made* 
Society  could  not  fubiift  without  it :  but  what  need  of  an  iii^ 
fallible  decifion  in  matters  of  faith  ?   Why  is  it  not  fufficient 
that  every  num  determine  for  himfelf  as  well  as  he  pan  in  this 
•world;  and  that  God,  the  only  infallible  judge,  will  deter- 
xmne  with  equity  concerning  us  all  in  the  next  ?  But  the  ge- 
nerality of  people,   they  fay,  are  incapable  of  judging  for 
themfelves.     Yet  the  New  Teflament  fuppofes  them  both 
capable  oi  it,  and  bound  to  it ;  and  accordingly  requires  them 
not  only  to  try  the  fpirits^  the  pretences  to  infallibilUy,  whe^ 
iher  they  he  of  God  *,   but  to  prove  all  things,  and  holdfajl 
that  which  is  goodf*     But  were  this  other  wife ;  if  they  are 
incapable  of  judging,  why  do  you  perfuade  them  to  change 
their  judgment  ?  Let  them  alone  in  the  way  they  are  in.  But 
if  they  have  judgment  enough  to  determine  whether  the  ca- 
tholic  church  be  infallible,   whether  the  church  of  Rome  be 
the  catholic  church,  whether  this  infallibility  be  in  Pope  or 
council,  which  decrees  of  either  are  genuine,  and  what  is  the 
true  meaning  of  thofe  decrees,  all  which  things  they  muft 
determine,  before  the  iufallibility  of  the  church  can  be  any 
guide  to  them :  if,  I  fay,  every  plain  man  hath  ability  enough 
for  fuch  points  as  thefe,  why  hath  he  not  ability  enough,  ia 
other  cafes,  to  underdand  common  fenfe  and  plain  fcripture : 
to  judge  whether  tranfubftantiation,  for  inflance,  be  not  con- 
trary to  the  one,  and  image-worfhip  to  the  other  ?    The  i?©- 
manifls  themfelves  own,  that  men  muft  ufe  their  eyes  to  find 
this  guide  :  why  then  muft  they  afterwards  put  them  out  to 
follow  him  ?  efpecially  confidering  that  the  only  rule,  which 

above 
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above  ninetj-nine  parts  in  a  hundred  of  their  communion 
bve  to  follow,  is  not  the  dodrine  of  councils  and  Popes^ 
even  were  .they  infallible  (for  of  thefe  it  Js  infinitely  harder 
to  kaow  any  thing  than  of  fcripture),  but  merely  what  a  few 
priefts  and  private  \(Titers  tell  them  ;  and  fo  at  lad  all  the 
jneteoce  to  being  direded  by  infallibility  ends  in  being  led 
blindfold  by  men,  confefTedly  as  fallible  as  therafelve^s.  Biic 
ail  Chrifiians  are  commanded,  they  fay,  to  obey  them  that  have 
the  rule  over  tbem  in  the  Lord*.  And  it  is  true,  the  teaching 
of  the  miniflers  of  the  goipel  ought  to  be  attended  upon ; 
their  do&rine  followed  in  all  clear  cafes  ;  and  their  judgment 
lefpeded,  eren  in  doubtful  ones.  But  flill  we  are  no  more 
boond  to  follow  our  fpiritual  guides  into  opinions  plainly 
i^fe,  or  pra&ices  plainly  finful,  than  to  follow  a  common; 
guide  down  a  precipice,  or  into  the  fea,  let  our  own  know- 
ledge ctf  the  way  be  ever  fo  little,  or  ihe  other  pretences  to 
infallible  (kill  in  it  ever  fo  great.  The  rule  therefore  for  th^ 
ftnleamed  and  ignorant  in  religion  is  this  :  Let  each  man  im- 
prove his  own  judgment,  and  increafe  his  own  knowledge  as 
niicfa  as  he  can  ;  and  be  fully  aflured  that  God  will  expeft 
Ao  more.  In  matters  for  which  he  mu(t  rely  on  authority, 
kt  him  ,rely  cm  the  authority  qf  that  church  which  God'9 
providence  hath  placed  him  under,  rather  than  another  which 
he  hath  nothing  to  do  with  ;  and  trufl  thofe,  who,  by  encou- 
ngtng  free  inquiry,  appear  to  love  truth,  rather  than  fuch 
as«  bj  requiriog  all  their  dodrines  to  be  implicitly  obeyed, 
&em  confcioos  that  they  will  not  bear  to  be  fairly  tried.  But 
never  let  htm  prefer  any  authority  before  that  which  is  the 
higheft  of  all  authority,  the  written  word  of  God.  This 
therefore  let  us  all  carefully  ftudy,  and  not  doubt  but  that 
wbtever  things  in  it  arc  neceffary  to  be  believed,  are  eafy  to  be 
ttoderftood.  This  let  us  firmly  rely  on,  and  tirud  to  its  truth, 
when  it  declares  itfelf  able  to  make  us  wife  unto  falvation,  per^ 
fi3^  and  thoroughly  furnijhed  unto  all  good  works  f.  Let 
<^ers  build  on  fathers  and  popes,  on  traditions  and  councils, 
what  they  will :  let  us  contmue  firm,  as  we  are,^o«  thefoun- 
^*Mw  of  the  apojks  and  prophets^  Jefus  Chrift  being  the  cbitf 
<merJione  U 
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«— -— £xi&6r/i/r^  and  ieftifying  that  this  is  the  true  grace  ofCf^ 
wherein  yejlani. 

THE  general  ilile  of  condilft  fof  men  to  go>  b'j  is  reafon  j 
contrary  to  what  this  plainlj  teaches,  we  neither  omxk 
tier  ought  to  believe ;  but  bejond  what  it  teaches,  on  fujBi« 
cient  aothoritj,  we  jtiftlj  tnaj.  Perfuafion,  founded  on  au^ 
thoritjr,  is  called  faith :  and  that  which  is  founded  on  the  au** 
thority  of  our  bleOed  Lord,  Chriftian  faith. 

Now  ttie  rule  of  this  faith,  the  onlj  meads  by  ^hich  ^ire^ 
who  live  fo  many  ages  after  him,  can  learn  with  certainty  • 
what  things  he  hath  re(}uired  as  neceffary,  and  what  he  hath 
forbidden  as  unlawful^  I  have,  proved  to  be  the  holy  fcrip^ 
tures.  For  thefe,  which  comfefTedly  give  ns  a  true  account 
of  Chridianity^  do  alfo,  as  I  have  ihewn  to  you,  give  ns  a 
full  and  fufficiently  clear  account  of  it :  and  theife  is  none 
whatever  befides  that  can  be  equally  depended  on.  Otfaef 
antiquity,  compared  with  that  of  fcripture,  is  modem ;  tradi« 
tion,  m  its  owit  nature,  foon  grows  uncertain  $  and  infallibi* 
lity  is  no  where  to  be  found  upon  earth.  The  only  thing 
then  wc  have  to  rely  on  in  Chriftianity  is  the  written  word 
of  God.  Whatever  this  forbids  is  finful ;  whatever  it  re* 
quires,  as  9  condition  of  falvation,  is  neceifary  ;  whatever  i^ 
does  not  fo  require^  is  not  ne^eflary.  By  thefe  rales  there* 
fore  of  reafon  and  fcripture,  let  us  now  proceed,  as  was  proii. 
pofed  in  the  fecond  place,  to  try  the  chief  of  thofe  do£lriae9 
which  diftiifguiib  the  chutch  of  Rama  from  ours# 
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To  begin  with  that  which  Is  naturally  firft,  the  objeft  of 
worfbfip.    We  worfhip  God,  and  pray  to  him  through  the 
mediation  of  Jefus  Ghrift.     This  they  acknowledge  to  be 
right.    The  faints  in  heaven  we  love  and  honour  as  mem« 
bers  of  the  &tne  myftical  body  with  ourfelves.     The  holy 
aogels  Ke  reverence  as  the  minifters  of  the  divine  will.     But 
as  for  praying  to  either,  there  being   no  argument  for  it  in 
redbn,  nor  precept  in  fcripture,  nor  indeed  example  in  anti- 
quity, for  at  leali  300  years  after  fcripture,  it  furely  cannot 
be  a  thing  neceflary*     Letting  it  alone  is  undoubtedly  fafe ; 
whether  pradifing  it  be  fo,  the  church  of  Rome  would  do 
well  to  confider.     They  tell  us  indeed  that  they  only  beg  the 
prayers  of  the  faints  in  heaven,  as  we  do  thofe  of  good  per« 
bos  on  earth.     And  were  this  true  (as  I  fliall  prove  it  is 
not),  we  defire  our  fellow  Chriftians  on  earth  to  pray  for  us, 
becaufe  we  know  they  hear  our  deiires  :  and  furely  it  is  rea- 
fan  enough  not  to  afk  thofe  in  heaven  to  do  it,  becaulje  we  do 
not  know  they  hear  us,  nor  have  the  lead  caufe  to  think  they 
do.    For  fcripture,  which  alone  could  tell  us  fo,  hath  told  us 
no  fuch  thing.    But  befides,  if  we  can  at  all  underftand  fcrip- 
ture, it  hath  ezprefsly  forbidden  all  applications  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  invifible  world,  excepting  the  Supreme  Being, 
^v  Jbalt  worjbip  the  Lord  thy  God^  fays  Mofes^  and  him 
fady  Jbalt  thou  ferve  *.      Tthere  is  one  God  and  one  Mediator^ 
fays  St  Pattlf  between  God  and  men,  the  man  Chrijl  ^efue  f . 
Accordingly  we  find,  that  the  angel  which  appeared  to  St. 
Jo&i  in  the  Revelation,  forbids  any  religious  honour  to  be 
paid  him,  even  when  prefent.     See  thou  do  it  not :  I  am  thy 
fdlow^ftrvant :   worjhtp   GodX*     And  when  fome  amongft 
the  Cohffiant  had  affefted  unjuflifiable  praflices  of  this  kind^ 
St.  Paul  cenfures  them  as  being  in  a  very  dangerous  error. 
Let  no  man  beguile  you  of  your  reward  in  a  voluntary  humility 
ond  worfhipping  of  angels^  intruding  into  thofe  things  which 
be  bath  not  feen  \.     Yet  does  the  church  oi  Rome  intrude  fo 
much  Eirther  as  to  pay  undue  worihip  to  beings  far  below 
angels ;  not  only  to  the  faints  in  heaven,  but  to  fome  who 
were  fo  wicked  on  earth,  that  there  is  great  reafon  to  fear 
they  are  in  bell  \  a.nd  to  others  that  are  mere  fiftions  of  their 
Vol.  III.  H  own 
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own  imaginations,  and  never  were  at  all.     Foi  the  fake  of 
thefe,  and  through  their  merits,  thej  defire  ia  their  public 
and  authorifed  prajers,  God's  mercy,  fometimes  quite  omit- 
ting to  mention  the  merits  of  Chrift,  and  fometimes  joining 
bis  and  theirs  together.    Farther  than  this,  they  direcllj  pray 
to  them,  in  the  houfe  of  God^  and  in  the  fame  pofture  in 
which  they  pray  to  God  \  and  that  not  only  to  intercede  with 
him  for  them,  but,  in  fo  many  words,  that  they  themfe]ves 
would  bejtow  grace  and  mercy  upon  them,  would  Jbrgive  the 
guilt  of  their  Jins,  deliver  them  from  hell,  and  grant  them  a 
place  in  heaven.     What  pretence  is  there  now  in  Chriftianity 
for  fuch  things  as  thefe  ?  and  what  doth  this  tend  to,  but 
making  the  ignorant,  efpecially,  think  their  favourite  faint 
can  do  every  thing  for  them,  right  or  wrong  ?  To  him  there- 
fore they  recommend  themfelves,  not  by  a  religious  life,  but 
by  flattering  addrefles  and  coftly  prefents  :  en  his  intercefiioa 
they  often  depend,  much  more  than  on  our  blelTed  Saviour's  ; 
and,  being  fecure,  as  they  think,,  of  thefe  courtiers  of  heaven, 
pay  little  regard  to  the  King  of  it.     Thus  is  the  intent  of  re- 
ligion deftroyed,  and  the  Heathen  multitude  of  deities  brought 
lilently  back  to  Chriftianity.    But  above  all,  their  worihip  pf 
the  virgin  Mary  is  very  remarkable.     We  honour  her  me- 
mory as  a  perfon  whom  he  that  is  mighty  hath  peculiarly 
magnified,  and  whom  all  generations  Jball  call  hlejfed  *  :  biit 
addrefs  her  in  fuch  terms  as  follow  :  Emprefs  of  heaven;  thpy 
queen  of  angels  and  men,  through  whom,  after  Ood,  the  whple 
earth  liveth  ;  mother  of  mercy  ^  the  fountain  of  grace  and  J^/» 
vation  ;.  the  only  hope  ofjinners  :   Who  ever  trufted  in  thee,  cjnd 
was  confonnded  /  To  thee  I  commit  all  my  hope,  and  all  ^y 
comfort  i  under  thy  defence  is  my  refi/ge  ;  make  bafte  to  help 
me  in  all  things,  which  Ifball  either  do  or  think  every  moment 
of  my  ^ife;  loofe  the  bonds  of  the  guilty  ;  enlighten  the  eyes  of 
the  blind;  free  us  from  all  Jin  ;  and  drive  away  from  us  all 
evil ;  grant  us  to  efcape  eternal  damnation  ;  and  caufe  the  gtory 
of  paradife  to  be  beftowed  on  us.     What  authority  or  what 
cxcufe  is  there  now  for  fuch  exprefiions  as  thefe  ?    And  yet 
e?ery  one  of  them  I  have  myfelf  coUeded,  partly  out  of  their 
public  offices,  partly  from  others  of  their  authorifed  and  ap« 
'  proved 
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proved  books  of  devotion.  Formerly  in  their  verj  maCs-book 
thfjr  went  yet  farther  ;  and  begged  ber^  by  virtue  of  her  pa* 
ffMtai  authority y  to  command  of  her  fon  what  they  wanted. 
Bat  to  this  vexy  day,  in  another  office,  they  intimate  the  fame 
thing,  by  exhorting  her  that  she  would  shew  h'erfelf  to  be  his 
mother.  And  the  better  to  make  fure  of  her  doing  fo,  they 
apply  to  St«  yoachim^  who,  they  fay,  was  her  father,  though 
indeed  it  is  not  certainly  known  at  all  who  her  father  was, 
much  led  whether  he  was  Ikint  or  finner :  However,  they 
apply  to  St.  yoachim^  and  tell  him,  that  as  his  daughter  can 
fojphly  deny  him  nothing j  it  is  in  his  power  to  do  every  thing 
he  wUlfor  them.  This,  you  fee,  is  being  very  artful  in  mak- 
ing intereft  \  only  it  is  more  art  than  is  necelTary.  For  iince 
we  are  both  permitted  and  appointed  to  approach  God  through 
Chrift  direftly,  who,  we  are  certain,  doth  both  hear  apd  will 
help  us,  we  (hall  prejudice,  inft^ad  of  benefiting  our  caufe, 
by  making  underhand  applications  to  other  perfons,  who  per- 
haps never  come  to  know  of  our  petitions  ;  and,  if  they  do, 
tre  difpleafed  at  them  ;  or,  if  they  were  not,  can  be  in  com-* 
parifoo  of  little  ufe  to  us. 

Yet  to  judge  by  the  praSice  of  the  Romish  church,  who 
Vould  not  think  that  the  whole  New  Teftament  were  filled 
with  prtcepts  for  the  worfliip  of  the  faints,  efpeoially  the 
blcffcd  virgin  ?  Whereas,  even  in  the  gofpeis^  flie  is  but  fel- 
dom  and  occafionally  mentioned  ;  our  Saviour  feeming  on 
purpofe  to  take  lefs  notice  of  her,  as  if  he  forefaw  what  ad- 
vantages taking  more  would  give  to  the  extravagancies  of  af- 
ter times.  In  the  ASls  (he  is  juft*  mentioned  once.  In  the 
tpiftles  and  Revelation  not  at  all.  Yet  thefe  are  not  half  the 
monflrous  things  that  the  Romanifts  are  guilty  of  about  her. 
They  have  invented  a  fable  of  her  body  being  taken  up  into 
heaven,  and  appointed  a  folemn  feftival  in  honour  of  it. 
They  have  inQituted  a  form  of  devotion  called  the  Rofary^  in 
which  ten  addreffes  are  made  to  her  for  one  to  God ;  and  fuc<- 
ceflive  Popes  have  granted  large  indulgences  and  bleflings  to 
tU  that  (hall  fay  it.  Then  their  private  writers  about  her 
hayc  gone  incredible  lengths.  One  of  their  cardinals,  Bona* 
venture^  by  piKting  her  name  inftead  of  God's,  and  fome  other 
nccdlary  alterations,  hath  applied  the  whole  book  of  Pfalms 
to  bcr.    In  the  fame  manner  he  hat]^  altered  the  ^e  Deum. 

Hi  W^ 
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We  praife  thee^  0  Mary  ^  we  achnovjledge  tbee  to  be  the  lady  ^ 
and  fo  ia  the  other  hjmns  of  the  church.  Naj,  he  hath  macto 
a  creed  for  her  in  imitation  of  St.  Athanqfiui*s.  Whoever  wUI 
h&  faved^  it  is  necejfary  that  be  bold  the  true  faith  conceruing 
Mary  ;  wbicb^  except  a  man  keep  wbokand  undeJUed^  heJbaU 
perish  everlaftingly.  Now,  if  their  church  do  really  difap* 
prove  thefe  things,  why  do  they  nerer  ceafure  them  ?  Why 
is  this  very  nnan  canonized  for  a  faint,  whilil  we  are  con* 
demtied  as  heretics  ?  For  not  content  with  thinking  this  kind 
of  worihip  lawful,  they  pronounce  accurfed  whoever  fiiail 
think  otherwife. 

Another  thing  we  differ  in  is  this  :  They  make  pidtires  of 
God  the  Father,  under  the  likenefs  of  a  venerable  did  masu 
They  make  iniages  of  Chrift  and  of  his  faints  after  their  own 
£ancy.  Before  thefe  images,  and  even  that  of  his  crofs^  tbey 
kneel  down  and  proQrate  themfelves :  to  thefe  they  lift  up 
their  eyes,  and  in  that  pofture  pray.  The  leali  appearance 
of  command,  or  even  the  allowatice  of  fiich  practices  in  fcrip* 
ture  they  pretend  not ;  and  yet  againft  tho(e  who  dilallow 
them,  they  thunder  out  anathemas.  Now,  as  to  pidures  of 
the  JFather  Almighty,  v^bom  no  man  either  bath  Jeen^  or  cctn 
fee*^  all  vilible  figures  mvQ  reprefent  him  fuch  as  he  is  noC| 
xnuft  lead  the  ignorant  into  low  and  mean  ideas  of  him  ;  and 
give  tbofe  of  better  abilities,  from  a  contempt  of  fuch  re« 
prefcntation,  a  contempt  of  the  religion  that  ufes  them.  Aa* 
*  eiently  the  Heathens  themfelves  had  no  images  of  God  ;  and 
a  very  learned  Heathen  obferves,  that  if  they  bad  r.ever  had 
any,  their  worfhip  would  have  been  the  purer ;  for  the  inven- 
tors of  thefe  things,  fays  he,  leiTened  among  men  the  reverence 
of  the  divine  nature,  and  introduced  errors  concerning  it  f, 
ThjB  yews^  though  the  Old  Teilament  figuratively  expreffe's, 
in  words,  the  power  and  attributes  of  God  by  parts  of  the 
human  form,  were  yet  mod  ilridlly  forbidden  all  fenfible  re* 
prefentations  of  him  under  any  form.  T'ake  good  heed  unto 
y Qurf elves ^  izys  ^ioks^  for  ye  faw  no  manner  of  Jimilitude  on 
the  day  that  the  Lord  fpoke  to  you  in  Horeb  ;  left  ye  corrupt 

yourfelves^ 


•  1  Tim.  VI.  16. 
_  t  V«rro  ap.  S.  Aug.  dc  Civ.  Dei.  1.  4.  c.  3  %.  where  he  fays  they,  had  oone 

for  170  yeart,    l^vx  TarfulntJi  Prifcus  introduced  them.    See  Ttni/ha  on  IdoL 
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fmrftkti^  left  ye  forget  the  co'denant  of  the  Lord  your  God^ 
and  make  tbefimiHtude  of  any  figure  ;  for  the  Lord  thy  God  is 
Bomfummgfire^  even  a  jealous  God*.  Accordingly  we  find, 
that  when  they  had  made  a  golden  image,  though  it  was  ex- 
prefslj  defigaed  in  honour  of  that  God  who  brought  them 
4Mit  of  Egypti  it  was  notwithftaodiog  puniflied  as  idolatry. 
And  far  from  allowing  to  Chriftians  what  was  then  forbidden 
the  Jevjs^  St.  Paul  moft  feverely  condemns  it  in  the  very 
Heathens,  that  when  they  knew  God^  they  glorified  him  not  as 
Godf  but  became  vain  in  their  imaginations^  and  changed  the 
glory  of  the  incorruptible  God,  into  an  image  made  like  to  cor^ 
rvptAU  manf.  Yet  how  near  doth  this  approach  to  what 
the  church  of  Rome  doth  now,  in  making  pidures  of  God  the 
Father  !  Our  bleiTed  Saviour  indeed,  having  taken  on  him 
human  nature,  is  capable  to  be  reprefented  in  a  human  forixu 
But,  as  all  fuch  reprefentations  muft  be  imaginary  ones,  fo 
thry  are  ufelefs  ones  too.  The  memorials  of  himfelf,  which 
be  hath  appointed  in  the  facrament,  we  may  be  afTured  is  fuf« 
ficient  to  all  good  purp<  fes  ;  and  thefe  other  memorials  have 
always  produced  abCurd  and  wicked  fuperftitions.  As  for  the 
images  of  the  faints,  it  is  luiScient  to  fay,  that  there  being  no 
pretence  for  worfhipping  the  faints  themfelves,  there  is  yet 
Icfs  pretence  for  worihippiiig  thefe  reprefentations  of  them« 
But  here  the  church  of  Rome  will  fay  we  wrong  them :  they 
do  not  worihip  images,  but  only  Chrifl  and  his  faints  by  thefe 
images.  But  indeed  it  is  they  who  wrong  themfelves  then. 
For  not  a  few  of  their  own  writers  %  frankly  own  they  do 
worihip  images,  and  with  the  fame  degree  of  worihip  that 
they  pay  to  the  perfons  whofe  images  they  are.  And  for  the 
crofs  particularly,  in  their  public,  offices,  they  ezprefsly  de. 
clare  themfelves  to  adore  it ;  and,  in  plain  words,  petition  it 
in  one  of  their  hymns,  to  give  increafe  of  grace  to  the  righm 
teoMSy  aud  pardon  to  the  guilty.  This,  they  fay,  is  a  poetical 
licence  j  and  truly,  in  fo  lerious  a  thing  as  worihip,  no  fmaU 

one. 

•  I>eiit.  iv.  IS — %4»  t  ^ovi'  i-  4T,  2$. 

I  JquMos,  &c.  See  frapp.  Ch.  of  England  defended,  p.  219.  They  put  In 
the  Indat  Exp,  thofe  paflages  in  marginal  notes  and  indexes  that  fay  the  con- 
tnrf.  See  Inilances,  ib.  %^s*  They  are  to  be  worihipped,  fays  Beiiarmi/te,  ita 
••  ^«e  terminait  vauraiienem ,  ut  in  fe  cenfderantur  Asf  non  folum  nt  victvt  gtrunt  fXf 
o^h,    JSiiUirm,  dt  Jmag.  1.  ii.  c.  ^4.  ap,  Fitm  //>  If.  zliv.  20. 
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one.  Bat  farther  :  had  thej  no  regard  to  the  image,  but  oih 
Ij'to  the  perfon  reprefented,  why  is  an  image  in  one  place 
looked  upon  to  have  fo  much  more  power  and  virtue,  than 
en  image  of  the  fame  perfon  in  another  place  ?  Whj  bath 
that  of  our  lady  of  Leretto,  for  inftance,  fo  much  more  ho* 
Dour  done  it,  than  that  of  our  lady  any  where  elfe  ?  We  own 
the  council  of  Trent  does  give  a  caution,  that  no  divinity  be 
afcribed  to  images,  nor  any  truft  put  in  them :  And  the  Hea- 
thens gave  the  lil^e  caution  often  with  refpe£^  to  theirs  :  but 
this  never  hinders  the  fcripture  from  condemning  them  as 
idolaters.  And  the  reafon  is,  that  fuch  cautions  never  are, 
or  can  be  obferved  by  the  multitude.  Place  fenfible  objeds 
before  them  to  dired  their  worfliip  to,  and  in  thofe  objedls 
their  worfliip  will  terminate.  This  the  primitive  ChriRians 
faw  too  plainly  in  the  Heathens,  ever  to  think  of  imitating 
them.  Accordingly  neither  images  ner  piftures  were  allow^ 
ed  in  churches  for  near  400  years.  And  when,  after  being 
more  than  once  condemned,  they  came  to  be  allowed^  no  ho«. 
nour  was  intended  to  be  paid  to  them.  On  the  contrary, 
when  it  began  to  be  paid,  which  indeed  was  not  long,  it  was 
feverely  cenfured,  and  particularly  in  the  eighth  century,  by 
above  300  bithops,  aflembled  in  council  at  Conjiantinople^ 
But  about  thirty  years  after,  the  fecond  council  of  Nice  (fo 
ill  did  councils  agree),  eflabliflied  it.  Yet  even  tWs  council 
held  rcprefentations  of  God  to  be  unlawful.  And  all  the 
weftern  countries,  except  Italy^  under  the  Popc*s  immediate 
dire&ion,  continued  to  condemn  the  worjhip  of  alt  rcprefen- 
tations for  fome  ages  afterwards.  But  by  degrees  it  firll  be- 
came  general,  and  then  fo  grofsly  fcandalous,  that  the  church 
of  Rome  J  it  feems,  hath  judged  it  the  wifeft  way  to  leave  the 
fecond  commandment,  which  too  plainly  forbids  thefe  things, 
out  of  their  fmaller  books  of  devotion,  under  the  abfurd  pre- 
tence of  its  being  only  a  part,  I  fuppofe  an  infignificant  one, 
of  the  firft  ;  though,  fince  they  have  been  charged  with  thiff 
they  have  thought  lit  in  fome  of  them,  but  not  in  all,  to  rc- 
llore  it  again.  And  here  let  us  quit  the  article  of  iroagc- 
worfliip,  with  the  Pfalmift's  remark  upon  it.  They  that  make 
them  are  like  unto  them  ;  fo  is  every  one  that  truftcth  in  them* 
0  Ifraely  .trvft  thou  in  the  Lord  *. 

Put 

I  Pf.  cxv.  8,  9. 
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Bat  there  ftiU  remains  anotlier  objeft  of  Popish  worlhip^ 
the  {acrameatal  bread  and  wine.  For  they  have  made  it  aa 
article  of  faith,  that  the  fubftance  of  thefe  is,  by  the  words  of 
coofecration,  entirely  changed  into  the  fubftance  of  the  living 
body  and  blood  of  Chrift  ;  which  change  therefore  they  call 
tranfubftantiation.  Now,  were  this  really  the  body  of  Chrift^ 
it  is  allowed  we  have  no  command  to  worfhip  it  under  this 
diiguife,  and  therefore  commit  no  fin  in  letting  fuch  worihip 
abne.  But  if  it  be  really  not  fo,  they  own  themfelves  to  pay 
that  honour  to  a  bit  of  bread,  which  belongs  only  to  the  eteru 
aal  Son  of  God.  And  furely  one  ihould  think  it  a  queftion 
fafily  decided,  whether  a  fmall  wafer,  which  is  the  bread  they 
life  on  thefe  occafions,  be  the  body  of  a  man,  and  whether 
wine  in  ft  cup  be  blood.  Almoft  every  one  of  our  fenfes  will 
tell  us  it  is  not :  And  though,  in  fome  hafly  or  diftant  ap- 
pearances of  things,  our  fenfes  may  be  deceived,  yet  if,  where 
there  is  all  pofiible  opportunity  of  examining  the  matter,  we 
cannot  be  fure  of  what  our  own  eyes  and  our  owh  feelings 
our  (oielling  and  tafting,  all  inform  us  of,  then  we  can  be 
fare  of  nothing.  It  is  only  by  fuch  evidence  that  we  know 
any  thing  in  this  world :  it  is  by  no  other  that  we  know  we 
have  a  revelation  from  God,  and  that  this  (acrament  is  ap« 
pointed  in  it.  If  therefore  we  are  not  to  believe  our  fenfes, 
how  are  \^e  to  believe  any  thing  at  all  ?  But  indeed  what 
they  tell  us  in  this  cafe,  is  as  contrary  to  all  reafon,  as  it  is 
to  all  fenfe.  That  a  human  body,  in  its  full  dimenfions,* 
ihould  be  contained  in  the  fpace  of  an  inch  or  two,  looks  as 
like  a  contradidion  as  any  thing  well  can  do :  that  the  fub« 
ftance  of  bread  (hould  not  be  in  the  facrament,  where  they 
own  all  the  properties  of  bread  are  j  and  that  the  fubftance  of 
flefli  ihould  be  there,  and  not  one  of  the  properties  of  it  ap- 
pear, is  very  monftrous  ;  and  that  the  very  Came  body  of 
Chrift,  which  is  now  in  heaven  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
iboold  at  the  fame  time  be  on  earth  in  the  right  hand  of  the 
prieft ;  and  ihat  there  ihould  be  feveral  thoufands  of  thofe 
bodies  upon  earth,  at  many  hundred  of  miles  diftance  from 
ODe  another,  and  yet  all  thefe  be  that  very  fame  one  body 
alTo,  this  is  fuch  talk,  that  for  fober  perfons,  in  their  fober 
tenfes,  to  ufe  it,  and  keep  their  countenance,  is  very  ftrange. 
If  one  and  one  be  two,  then  one  body  of  Chrift  here,  and  one 
*       •  body 
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hoiy  of  Chrift  there,  make  two  bodies  of  Chrift,  which  they 
own  he  hath  not.  And  if  one  body  can  be  in  more  than  one 
place  at  one  time,  we  may  all  of  us  perhaps  be  now  this  very 
jnftant  at  Rome  as  well  as  here.  A  man  may  be  at  erer  fo 
many  thoufand  miles  diftance  from '  himfelf,  and  afterwards 
lie  may  come  and  meet  himfelf  (as  two  of  their  pretended 
real  bodies  of  Chrift  often  do),  and  then  pals  t)y  himfelf,  and 
go  away  from  himfelf,  to  the  fame  diftance  he  was  at  before ; 
be  may  in  one  place  be  (landing  ftillf  in  another  be  carried 
along,  and  fo  be  in  motion  and  not  in  motion  at  the  fame 
time.  Men  nray  fay  fuch  things  as  thefe  if  they  will ;  and 
they  may  believe  them  if  they  can  :  bnt  in  order  to  it,  well 
do  they  dired  their  poor  people  to  profefs,  in  their  Englijb 
Manual  of  Prayers  before  Ma fs,  1715,  p.  409.  Herein  I  uU 
terly  renounce  the  judgment  of  my  fenfes^  and  all  human  underm 
fiandtfig» 

Here  therefore  we  fix  onr  foot :  If  thefe  things  be  to  every 
tftian  living  evidently  abfard  and  impoilible,  then  let  nobody 
ever  regard  the  moft  (pecioOs  pretences  of  proving  fuch  doc* 
trines,  or  the  authority  of  a  church  that  maintains  them.  It 
is  no  har^  matter  for  an  artful  man,  a  little  pradifed  in  dis- 
puting, fo  to  confound  a  plain  nian  upon  almoft  any  fubjeft, 
.  that  he  (hall  not  well  know  how  to  anfwer,  though  he  fees 
himfelf  to  be  right,  and  the  other  wrong.  This  is  an  art 
which  the  priefts  of  the  church  of  Rome  are  well  verfed  m. 
Indeed  the  chief  part  of  their  learning  is  to  puzzle  themfelvcs 
firft,  and  as  many  others  as  they  can  afterwards.  But  always 
obferve  this  rule :  Stick  to  common  fenfe  againft  the  world : 
and  whenever  a  man  would  perfuade  you  of  any  thing  evi- 
dently contrary  to  that,  never  be  moved  by  any  tricks  anJ 
fetches  of  fophiftry,  let  him  ufe  ever  fo  many.  He  will  be 
for  proving  to  you  by  round-about  arguments,  of  which  you 
are  unqualified  to  judge,  that  his  church  is  infallible,  and 
therefore  tranfubftantiation  is  true.  Do  you  anfwer  him  by 
a  mnch  plainer  argument,  of  which  you  are  very  well  quali- 
fied to  judge,  that  tranfubftantiation  cannot  pofiibly  be  true, 
and  therefore  his  church  is  not  infallible. 

But  they  plead,  with  God  all  things  are  poffible,  and  there- 
fore tbis  is  fo.  Now  we  own  that  all  things  which  arc  not 
impoffiblc  in  themfelves,  are  poffible  with  him  j  but  God 

himfelf 
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luinlelf  canaot  do  what  in  it^  own  nature  cannot  be  done. 
For  inftance,  he  cannot  deilroy  his  6wn  being,  he  cannot  ceafe 
to  be  jaft  and  good,  becaufe  this  hath  a  contradi^ion  in  it ; 
ind,  for  the  fame  reafon,  he  cannot  do  any  thing  elfe  that 
ha±«a  contradiftion  in  it ;  for  that  would  be  doing  a  thing, 
and  at  the  fame  ti^ie  not  doing  it :  to  afcribe  which  to  God, 
id  not  to  magnifj,  but  mock  his  power. 

But  they  faj  further,  that  tranfubltantiation  hath  no  more 
difficulty  than  the  Trinity  hath.  But  furely  the  difference  is 
Tcrjr  vifible.  The  dodrine  of  the  Trinity  indeed  is  a  ipyf- 
teiy ;  that  is,  the  whole  of  th^  fubjed  cannot  be  fully  under* 
ftood  by  us  ;  but  in  tranfubftantiation  there  is  no  myilery  at 
alL  For  the  moft  evident  falfehoods  are  juft  as  clearly  un- 
derfiood  to  be  fo  as  the  moft  evident  truths.  In  the  Trinity 
there  is  nothing  we  fee  to  be  falfe,  only  we  do  not  fee  the 
particular  noanner  in  which  fome  things  faid  concerning  it 
are  true ;  but  in  tranfubftantiation  there  are  many  things  we 
ieeto  befalie,  and  which  can  in  no  manner  be  true.  Lee 
them  ihew  us  any  contradiftion  in  the  do&rine  of  the  Tri«- 
aity,  and  we  will  believe  it  no  longer.  In  the  meantime, 
fiace  we  have  ihewn  contradiftion  in  tranfubAantiationi  let 
them  believe  that  no  longer. 

But  they  have  fcripture  to  plead  for  it.    Now,  if  this  were 

t  doftrine  of  fcripture,  it  would  fooner  prove  fcripture  to*^be 

&lfe,  than  fcripture  could  prove  it  to  be  true ;  and  therefore 

thePapifts,  by  making  fuch  a  nranftrous  abfurdity  an  article 

of  faith,  have  loaded  their  religion  with  a  weight,  which,  did 

it  belong  to  Chriflianity,  were  able  to  fink  it.     But,  God  be 

thanked,  fcripture  is  no  more  on  their  fide  than  reafon.     We 

know  indeed  that  our  Saviour  faid,  when  he  gave  the  facra- 

tnent,  THis  is  my  body:  but  fo  at  another  time  he  faid.  Verily 

eerily  I  am  the  door  of  the  Jbeep  :  and  at  a  third,  I  am  the 

viiu.    And  fo  h  ive  all  mankind  always  called  a  reprefenta- 

lion  of  any  thing  by  the  name  of  what  it  reprefented.     Why 

then  is  he  not  to  be  underftood  in  the  fame  figure  here  ?  How 

do  we  think  the  apoftles  underftood   him  but  as  they  were 

o&d  to  do  in  fuch  cafes?    They  who  were  fo  backward  at 

comprehending  difficult  things,  and  fo  ready  to  aik  queftions 

about  them,  did  they,  without  any  furprife  or  any  queftiun, 

tpprchend  that  our  Saviour  then  took  his  own  body  in  his 

Vol.  III.  I  own 


6€  ^  Sacred  Scriptures  Ser.  XCI^ 

own  hand,  and  gave  that  one  body  to  each  of  his  twelve  apoC- 
tles  at  the  fame  time,  and  that  each  of  them  fwallowed  him 
down  their  throats,  though  he  was  all  the  while  fitting  at 
the  table  along  with  them  ?  Such  things  are  too  ridiculous  to 
be  mentioned  in  a  ferious  place  ;  and  yet  thefe  men  force  us 
to  It,  by  gravely  requiring  us  to  believe  them.  The  only 
confiderable  pafTage  befides,  that  they  plead,  is  in  the  fixth 
chapter  of  bt.  John  ;  where  many  Jews  having  followed  our 
Saviqur,  becaufe  he  had  fed  them  with  the  miracle  of  the 
loaves,  he  bids  them  labour  not  for  the  meat  which  perijhctby 
hut  that  which  endureth  unto  everlafting  life^  which  he  would 
give  them  t  who  is  the  true  bread  from  heaven.  Now, 'were 
this  meant  of  the  facrament,  and  to  be  underftood  literally, 
we  mud  conclude  not  bread  turned  into  Chrift's  body,  but 
his  body  turned  into  bread  \  which  is  quite  the  contrary  to 
what  they  hold.  But  indeed  the  whole  is  only  a  figurative 
way  of  faying  that  the  fouls  of  men  receive  from  the  fruits 
of  his  death  a  much  more  valuable  nouriihment  than  their 
|)odies  receive  from  their  daily  food.  Juft  as  he  elfewhere 
fays  *,  Whoever  drinketh  of  the  water  that  IJhall  give  him,  it 
Jhall  he  in  him  a  well  of  water  fpringing  up  into  everlafting 
life  ;  which  nobody  ever  underftood  literally :  and  juft  as 
Wifdom  fpeaks  herfelf  in  Ecclus,  xxiv.  2i.  T[hey  that  eat  me 
Jhall  yet  be  hungry  ^  and  they  that  drink  me  /hall  yet  be  thirfly  ^ 
that  is,  they  who  have  tafttd  the  pleafures  and  benefits  of  vir« 
tue,  will  always  defire  a  ftill  greater  experience  ef  them.  But 
the  Jews^  with  their  ufual  perverfencfs,  cavilling  at  thefe 
words  of  our  Savicur^s,  he  goes  on  very  ftrongly  to  affect  the 
propriety  of  them,  that  his  JUJh  is  meat  indeed^  and  his  blood 
drink  indeed  i  that  he  who  eatetb  the  one,  and  drinketh  the  other ^ 
dwclleth  in  hiwy  and  liveth  by  him,  but  he  that  dottrnot,  hatb 
no  life  in  hint.  But  now  thefe  words  being  fpoken,  you  fee, 
concerning  the  prefcnt  time,  My  Jlefa  is  meat  indeed^  and  io 
on,  cannot  principally  relate  to  the  facrament,  for  there  was 
yet  no  fuch  thing,  nor  till  a  year  or  two  after.  Befides,  it  is 
not  true  that  he,  and  he  only,  who  eateth  the  facrament,  (hall 
dwell  in  Chrift,  and  live  by  him  :  for  perfons  may  pofiibly 
have  no  opportunity  of  receiving  the  facrament,  and  yet  be 
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vttj  good  Chriftians,  and  too  many  receive  it  frequently,  and 
yet  aie  very  bad  Ghriftians.  The  meaning  therefore  plainly 
15,  that  our  Saviour^s  coming  and  fuffering  in  the  flefli,  and 
ftcdding  his  blood  for  mankind,  is  the  fpiritual  life  of  the 
worM :  that  whoever  jmbibes  th€  do6lrine  he  taught  in  hi's 
Kfe,  and  partakes  by  faith  of  the  benefits  he  procured  at  his 
death,  his  foul  is  inwardly  (irengthoned  by  them^  and  fliall 
be  finally  prcfcrvcd  to  a  happy  immortality.  For  in  this  fpi- 
ritual and  figurative  fenfe  he  immediately  direfts  his  difciples 
Co  underfttnd  his  words,  when  mifanderflanding  them  in  a 
grois  and  literal  one  had  fomewhat  flaggered  them.  Doth 
this^  fays  he,  offend  you  ?  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth :  the 
JUfi  profaeth  nothing.  The  words  that  I /peak  unto  you^  they 
me  fpirit  <tnd  they  are  life.  His  manner  of  cxpreffion  had  the 
feme  intent  with  that  paffage  of  St.  Paul*,  where  he  fays, 
^  Ifraelites  did  aU  eat  the  fapie  fpiritual  meat,  and  did  all 
iritti  the  fame  fpiritual  drink.  For  they  drank  of  the  fpiritual 
Hod  that  followed  thsm,  and  that  Rock  was  Chri/l.  The  Pa- 
pifls  themfelves  do  not  think  from  hence,  that  the  yews  did 
cat  and  drink  Chrifl  literally  :  and  Ghriflians  do  it  in  the  fame 
maimer  they  did,  only  with  a  clearer  and  more  diflindl  faith* 
For  in  this  fpiritual  fenfe  Chrill  himfelf  explains  his  words  ; 
We  firmly  believe  his  body  and  blood  to  be  verily  and  indeed 
taien  and  received  by  the  faithful  in  the  Lord^s  Supper  ;  that 
is,  an  union  with  him,  to  be  not  only  reprefented,  but  really 
and  cffedually  communicated  to  the  worthy  receiver.  But 
n  for  any  other  fenfe,  if  we  did,  or  could  do  fo  monftrous  a 
thing,  as  literally  to  eat  the  flefli,  and  diink  the  blood  of  our 
dear  Lord,  it  is  not  that  which  could  do  our  fouls  any  good, 
bat  only  bis  grace  accompanying  this  facrament ;  which  may 
^  well  accompany  it  without  any  change  of  4he  bread  and 
wine,  as  it  accompanies  that  of  baptifm,  without  any  change 
of  the  water. 

We  fee  then  that  fcripture  by  no  means  favours  tranfub- 
ilantiatioQ*  It  fe.  indeed  exprefs  ag^iinft  it.  For  St.  Paul 
more  than  once  tells  us,  that  what  we  e^t  in  the  facrament  is 
hrtad,  and  as  for  what  we  drink,  when  our  Saviour  fays,  this 
it  mj  blood  which  is  fifed  for  you,  if  he  had  meant  literally,  he 
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bad  fpoke  falfelj ;  for  his  blood  was  not  fixed  till  afterwards, 
and  could  not  be  drank  then.  Neither  is  it  in  a  condition  of 
being  fhed  at  prefent,  and  therefore  cannot  be  drank  now* 
But  too  much  hath  been  {a\d  of  this  monftrous  doftrine,  to 
which  the  indifcretion  of  welUmeaoing  writers  gave  the  firft 
occafion  pretty  early,  whilft  thej  affeded  to  heighten  the  £• 
gurative  ezpreffions  of  fcripture,  bj  ftill  more  figurative  ones 
of  their  own  ;  little  thin]fLing,  at  the  fame  time,  that  fuch  an 
abfurd  meaning,  as  the  Papifts  now  plead  for,  could  ever  he 
afcribed  to  them ;  and  plainly  fliewing,  bj  innumerable  proofs, 
that  it  is  unjuftly  afcribed  to  them.  But  as  ignorance  and  fa- 
perdition  increafed,  about  800  years  after  Ghrift  this  amazing 
notion  began  to  be  didinftly  and  explicitly  entertained  and 
afierted,  which  fome  had  the  good  fenfe  to  oppofe  }  fome  the 
weaknefs  to  receive,  as  a  myd^ry  that  promoted  the  reverence 
of  the  facrament;  others  the  wickednefs  to  fupport  with  zeal, 
as  an  artifice  that  increafed  the  authority  of  the  pried :  for 
what  could  he  not  do,  who,  as  they  blafphemqpfly  expreis  i^ 
could  make  God  ?  By  degrees  then  this  doArine  prevailed, 
till,  in  the  13th  century,  it  was  edablifhed  as  an  article  of 
faith.  And  when  once  .the  fpeculative  error,  of  believing  the 
confecrated  bread  and  wine  to  be  literally  the  body  and  blood 
of  Ghrift  obtained,  the  pradical  one  of  worihipping  them«a$ 
fuch  quickly  followed.  For  though  a  decent  refpeft  was  al- 
ways paid  to  the  facrament,  yet  a  direft  adoration  to  the  ele- 
ments was  never  paid,  till  the  dark  and  fuperftitious'ages 
above-mentioned  introduced  fo  fenfeleis  an  idolatry,  to  the 
infinite  fcandal  of  religion*  May  God,  who  mercifully  wink* 
ed  at  the  times  of  Heathen  ignorance,  overlook  this  lefs  ex- 
cufable  folly  of  Chriftianity,  znd  forgive  tbcm^  /or  tbey  iiio% 
not  what  they  do.  But  let  us  all  remember,  that  our  cafe  will 
be  much  worfe  than  theirs,  if,  after  the'light  hath  fo  clearly 
Ihone  upon  us,  we  return  to  darknefs  again :  if,  as  the  apoftte 
exprcfles  it,  we  change  the  truth  of  God  into  a  &V,  and  worflnp 
the  creature  infieadoftbe  Creator^  who  is  bkjffed  for  evermore  \ 
jimett* 
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—— £jci6orfMr^  and  teftifying  that  this  it  tie  true  grace  of  God 
wherein  ye  Jland. 

HAVING  propofed  from  thefc  words,  firft,  to  flicw  what 
is  the  rale  of  Chriftian  faith  and  pradice ;  and,  fecond« 
Ijy  to  examine  by  this  rule  the  chief  differences  between  the 
church  of  Rome  and  ours :  the  former  head  I  have  finifhed. 
Bad  made  fome  progr^fs  in  the  latter.     The  honour  paid  bj 
diem  to  fiiints  and  images,  the  doftrine  of  tranfubftantiation, 
and  die  worlhip  built  upon  it  of  the  facramental  bread  and 
wine,  have  been  confidered :  and  now  I  proceed  to  another 
peculiarity  of  theirs,  with  refpeft  to  the  facrament,  withhold- 
iog  die  cup  from  the  laity.     That  our  Saviour  adminiflered 
the  holy  eucharift,  in  both  kinds,  they  acknowledge ;  nay^ 
dat  he  exprefsly  commanded  thofe,  to  whom  he  adminiftered 
it,  diat  tbey  fliould  ail  drink  of  that  cup.     What  therefore  he 
commands  all  to  do,  why  do  they  forbid  all  but  the  prieft  to 
do  >  Why,  the  apoftles,  they  fay,  were  commanded  to  take 
the  cup  as  well  as  the  bread,  becaufc  they  were  clergy :  but  the 
diorch  of  Rome  forbids  even  the  clergy,  excepting  thofe  who 
oEciat^  €o  take  it.    Befides,  if  the  command  of  receiving  the 
cup  lehtes  only  to  the  clergy,  that  of  receiving  the  bread  too 
maft  relate  only  to  the  clergy ;  for  there  is  no  manner  of  dx- 
ftin&ioa  made  in  the  gofpel.     Yet  they  own  the  laity  are 
oUigedi  by  our  Saviour's  command,  to  receive  the  bread,  and 
therefore  they  are  obliged,  by  the  fame  command,  to  receive 
the  cop  I  which  that  they  did  accordingly,  the  eleventh  chap* 
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ter  of  the  firR  epiftle  to  the  Corinthiauf  makes  as  plain  as 
T¥ord8  can  make  any  thing.  Not  to  faj  further,  that  if  the 
fixth  of  St.  John  relate  immediately  to  the  facrament,  as  they 
are  fometimes  very  pTofitive  it  doth,  the  fifty-third  verfc  of 
that  chapter  exprefsly  declares,  that,  unlefs  we,  drink  the  blood 
cfth^  Stm  of  Man^  as  well  as  eat  hisJUJb^  we  have  no  life  in 

But  they  tell  us,  our  Saviour  himfelf,  after  his  refurrec- 
tion,  adminiOered  the  facrament  in  oif^  kind  only.     For  St. 
*  Zuie  fays,  that  fitting  down  to  cat  with  the  two  difciples  at 
Emmaus^  He  took  breads  and  blejfed  ity  and  brake,  and  gave  to 
tbem ;  and,  upon  their  knowing  him,   vani/bed  out  of  their 
Jijtht  *•     Now  it  happens,  that  this  was  not  adminiftering  the 
facrament  at  all,  but  doing  juft  the  fame  thing,  which  the 
evangelifts,  in  juft  the  fame  words,  tell  us  he  did,  when  he 
fed  the  multitudes  with  the  loaves  and  fiihesy  and  indeed  at 
every  meal  he  eat.     For  the  y<fw/,  in  the  beginning  of  every 
meal  of  theirs,  ufe  the  very  fame  cuftdm  to  this  dayf .    But 
they  further  plead,  that  however  that  be,  at  lead  when  so  the 
Ads  of  the  Apdftles  it  is  faid,  the  difcipks  met  together  #0 
ireai  bread  on  thejirft  day  of  Ae  week  I,  this  muft  be  die  fii- 
crament,  and  tb«  cup  is  not  once  mentioned  there  as  given. 
We  anfwer,  it  is  not  certain  that  even  this  was  the  facrament; 
«nd  fuppoiing  it  was,  as,  in  fcripture-language,  common  feafts 
are  exprefled  by  the  fingle  phrafe  of  eating  bread,  which  yet 
furely  does  not  prove  that  the  guefts  drank  nothing,  fo  nei- 
ther is  it  proved  by  a  religious  feaft  being  expreffed  in  the 
fame  manner.     And  befides,  if  there  is  no  mention  there  of 
the  laity's  receiving  the  cup,  there  is  none  of  the  prieft's  re- 
ceiving it  neither ;  yet  thb  they  think  abfcdutely  neceffary : 
and  if  one  may  be  taken  for  granted,  without  being  mention- 
ed, the  other  may.     Nor  ihould  it  be  forgoeten  on  this  occa^ 
iion,  that  as  the  phrafe  of  eating  fometimes  comprehends  the 
whole  of  this  adion,  fo  doth  that  of  drinking  :  we  have  all 
hiien  made  to  drink  into  one  Spirit^  fays  the  apoAle  {  ;  who 
hence  proves  the  unity  of  all  Chriftiaos,  and  therefore  cer- 
tainly thought  it  was  the  right  of  all  Chriftians  f|.     But  they 

^  plead 
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pkad  fartlier,  tbat  the  latty,  by  receiving  the  body  of  Chrift, 
receive  his  Ucod  alfo,  for  the  blood  is  contained  in  the  body* 
Bot  here  they  quite  forget,  that  our  3Avi6ur  hath  appointed 
this  bcrament  to  be  received  for  a  memorial  of  his  blood's 
being  (bed  out  of  his  body,  of  which,   they  who  rec^iye  aok 
the  cup»  do  not  make  the  memorial  which  he  commaaded, 
when  he  laid.  Drink  ye  all  of  this.   Still  they  iniift,  that  there 
being  no  peculiar  virtue  or  benefit  annexed  to  this  part  of  the 
farrament  that  they  \7ith-h0ld,  which  does  not  belong  to  the 
other,  it  is  no  manner  of  lofs  to  the  laity  to  omit  it.     Npw 
does  not  the  fame  reafon  prove  equally  that  the  clergy  may 
omit  it  too  ?    But  beiides,  what  treatment  of  our  blefTed  Lord 
is  this,  when  he  hath  appointed  all  Chriflians  to  perform  a 
Iblemn  ad  of  religion,  coniiftiug  of  two  parts,  both  with  equal 
ftiidnefs  enjoined,  for  the  church  of  Rome  to  fay  that  one  of 
them  the  far  greateft  part  of  Chriftians  (hall  not  perform,  for 
it  is  full  as  well  let  alone  ;  nay,  better  indeed,  if  we  believe 
them }  for  the  cup,  they  tell  us,  may  be  drank  of  immode« 
Qtdy,  may  be  fpilled,   many  dreadful  inconveniences  naaj 
^ppen  from  trulling  it  with  the  laity  ?    Now,  it  is  ftrange 
pur  Saviour  ihould  not  be  wife  enough  to  forefee  tbefe  incoo* 
venieoces  ;  it  is  flrange  we  £bould  not  experience  them  nei- 
ther i  ai;d  it  adds  to  the  wonder  not  a  little,  that  the  whole 
church  of  Chrifl,  for  1200  years,  ihould  not  be  able  to  £ad 
ihem  out  any  more  than  we.     For  in  all  that  tiiixe,  the  cup 
was  condantly  given  to  the  laity  in  their  public  communions^ 
though  there  are  feme  inftanges,  yet  neither  many,  nor  early 
ones,  in  which  the  bread  alone  was  carried  to  private  houfes. 
Aad  when  fome  of  the  laity,  for  ahfurd  reafons,  refufed  to 
take  the  cup,  1^0  lefs  than  three  Popes  condemned  them.    But 
fnperftltious  imaginations  gradually. increafing  amongft  Chrif- 
tians,  a  cuRom  arofe  firft  of  giving  the  bread,  dipt  in  wine, 
iofte^  of  both  f<:parate  ;  and  at  lafl:  in  the  15th  century,  and 
council  of  Conftance^  the  fame  which  decreed  fo  honedly,  that 
promlfes  made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  catholic  faith  ought  not 
to  be  kept  *,  decreed  alfo  very  modeftly,  that  not  with  (landing 
(&r  fo  they  exprefs  it)  our  Saviour  adminiilered  both  kinds, 
9ae  only  fliall  be  adminidered  for  the  future  to  the  laity. 

And 
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And  now  it  is  made  an  article  of  their  creed*  that  the  whole 
facrament  is  given  by  giving  this  part :  fo  that  whoever  (hall 
&7  both  are  neceffarj  (which,  if  it  be  not  a  truth,  one  Ihould 
think  conld  not  be  a  herefj),*  is  hj  the  council  of  Trent  pro- 
nounced accnrfed* 

Another  difference  between  the  church  of  Rome  and  ours, 
with  refpefl:  to  the  facrament,  is  this.  Thej  hold  that  as  o& 
ten  as  it  is  celebrated,  Ghrift  is  truly  and  properly  offered  np 
a  facrifice  for  our  fins.  Now  we  acknow^ge,  that  every  ad 
of  obedience,  and  of  worlhip  more  efpecially,  may,  agreeably 
to  the  language  of  fcriptnre,  be  fpoken  of  as  a  facrifice  to  our 
Maker :  that  his  creatures  of  bread  and  wine,  when  appropri^i 
ated  to  diis  folemn  z€t  of  religion,  are  fo  far  offerings  to  God; 
and  that  this  whole  aA,  being  a  memorial  and  reprefentatioa 
of  the  fiicrifice  of  Chrid,  may  fitly  enough  be  called  by  the 
fame  name  with  what  it  commemorates  and  reprefents:  fo 
that  in  this  fenfe  CHriftiaos  have  an  altar  and  an  offering  ud- 
on  it.  But  that,  inffead  of  a  reprefentative  facrifice  of  praife, 
it  ihould  be  a  real  facrifice  of  atonement,  in  which  Cfarifi's 
body,  literally  fpeaking,'is  every  day  offered  up  anew,  of  this 
we  can  fee  neither  proof  nor  poflibility.  For  not  only  it  fup« 
pofes  tranfubftantiation  to  be  true,  which  hath  been  proved 
to  be  falfe,  but  it  is  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  whole 
chapters  of  the  epifilc  to  the  Hebrews  ;  the  ninth  and  tenth, 
which  throughout  inculcate  that  Cbrijl  was  not  to  be  offend 
up  ojien^  for  then  mufi  be  often  bave  fuffered  ;  but  that  be  ap* 
peared  once  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  bimfelf;  wax 
once  offered  to  bear  the  fins  of  many  ;  and  by  this  one  offering 
hath  for  ever  perfeBed  them  that  are  fanBified.  If  therefore 
our  dodrine  be  heretical  in  this  point,  St.  PauPs  is  fo  too; 
not  to  fpeak  of  the  primitive  Ghriftians,  who,  though  they 
often  called  this  ordinance  a  facrifice,  yet,  by  calling  it  an  un- 
bloody one,  Ihew  they  did  not  think  the  blood  of  Chrift  was 
literally  offered  up  in  it ;  and  by  frequently  faying  they  had 
indeed  no  facrifices,  prove  themfelves  to  look  on  this  only  as 
a  figurative  one. 

But  now,  from  this  notion  of  a  daily  atonement  thus  made, 
I  ihall  proceed  to  their  other  do&rines  concerning  the  forgive^ 
nefs  of  fins.  And  here  they  hold,  that  a  particular  abfolotioa 
from  a  prieft  is  neceffary,  if  it  can  be  had,  for  the  pardon  of 
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tvtfj  mortal  fid,  u  e.  every  fin  by  which  any  peifon,  without 
repentance,  forfeits  his  title  to  heaven  ;  and  that  a  pariicular 
bontelDon  of  every  material  circumftance  of  every  fuch  fin,  is 
toeceflary  for  abfolution.  And  the  praftice  of  thefe  things 
they  apprehend  to  give  their  church  an  unfpcakable  advan- 
tage over  ours. 

The  neceffity  of  fuch  abfolution  they  plead  fof  from  out 
Stviour^s  words  to  his  apofiles  :  Wbatfoever  ye  Jkatl  bind  oh 
eartbj  JhdU  be  bound  in  heaven  ;  and  wbatfoever  ye  Jhall  lonfe 
hn  earthy  Jhall  be  loofed  in  heaven  *.  Whofefoever  fins  ye  re- 
M,  they  are  remitted  ;  and  whofefoever  fins  ye  retain^  they  are 
retained \.  Now  certainly  thefe  words  did  not  put  it  in  the 
power  of  the  apoftles  tfaenfelves,  to  pardon,  or  ref ufc  to  par- 
don, whom  they  pleafed,  right  or  wrong.  They  could  ufe 
the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  no  further  than  he  faw 
fit,  viho  opemeth'f  and  no  man  fhtitteth  ^  who  Jhuttethy  and  no 
tuin  opentih  %.  Yet  the  iapoftles  had  great  powers  by  virtue 
of  thefe  words,  which  we  have  not :  the  power  of  difcerning 
by  the  Spirit,  in  many  cafes  at  leaft,  and  therefore  of  declar- 
ing who  Were  penitent  and  pardoned,  who  otherwife :  the 
power  of  inflifling  and  cotitinuing  miraculous  punifhments  on 
wicked  perfons^  which  is  binding  and  retaining  their  fin  i-id 
of  removing  fuch  punifiiments,  which  is  Uofing  and  remitting 
tbcm.  But  thefe  things  the  Romi/h  clergy  can  no  more  claim 
dum  we*  What  then  befides  can  there  be  conveyed  by  thefe 
words  of  oat  Lord  ?  A  power  of  preaching  that  gofpcl,  ac« 
oording  to  the  terms  of  which  alone  the  fins  of  men  Ihall  be 
forgiven  or  |)uniibed  ;  a  power  of  admitting  perfons  into  a 
Rate  of  forgivenels  by  baptifm  ;  of  adminifteriog  to  them  the 
word  of  God  and  the  holy  facrament,  as  means  of  grace  ;  of 
denouncing  his  wr^ch  againft  all  finners  ;  interceding  with 
him  for  all  penitents  1  and  pronouncing,  in  bis  name,  that  he 
pardons  and  abfolves  them.  Thefe  things,  we  truft,  are  dono 
nucb  more  faithfully  by  us  than  them.  There  is  indeed  ano- 
ther  power,  of  exercifin^  fpiritoal  difcipline,  for  the  honour 
of  the  church,  and  the  fake  of  example,  to  diftinguiih,  fo  far 
u  men  are  able,  between  the  good,  by  admitting  them  to 
CDtnmaofon  with  us,  and  the  bad,  by  excluding  them  from 
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it.  In  this  we  acknowledge  that  we  are  deficient ;  but  they" 
are  worfe  :  for  they  have  utterlj  perverted  it  from  a  publia 
inilitutioh  of  general  ufe  and  influence,  to  a  fecret  tranfadion 
between  a  finncr  and  his  confeflbr,  in  which  not  only  fuch 
abfolution  is  made  necefTarj,  as  the  fcripture  hath  no  where 
Required,  but  fuch  OonfeiGon  iniifted  on  as  is  no  way  needful 
to  it.  Not  needful  from  any  command  of  God :  for  the  chief 
and  almoft  only  text  they  plead  for  that  purpofe,  Con/efs  your 
faults  one  to  another  *,  no  more  obliges  the  people,  in  all  cafes, 
to  reveal  the  particulars  of  their  (ins  to  the  prieft,  than  the 
prieft  to  reveal  the  particulars  of  his  to  the  people.  Nor  is 
2t  needful  from  the  nature  of  the  thing :  for  it  is  not  knowing 
a  perfon's  fins  that  can  qualify  the  prieft  to  give  him  abfolu* 
tion,  but  knowing  he  hath  repented  of  them ;  which  is  juft 
as  poiSble  to  be  known  without  a 'particular  confeffion  as 
with  it. 

Still,  in  many  cafes^  acknowledging  the  errors  of  our  lives, 
and  opening  the  (late  of  our  fouls  to  the  roinifters  of  God's 
word,  for  their  opinion,  their  advice,  and  their  prayers,  may 
be  extremely  ufeful,  fometimes  neceflary.  And  whenever 
perfons  think  it  fo,  we  are  ready  both  to  hear  them  with  the 
utmoft  fecrefy,  and  to  ailifl  them  with  our  bed  care ;  to  di- 
rtSi  them  how  they  may  be  forgiven,  if  we  think  thay  are 
not ;  to  pronounce  them  forgiven,  if  we  think  they  are  :  on- 
ly we  muft  beg  them  to  remember,  that  none  but  God  can 
pardon  fins  as  to  their  confequences  in  another  world.  Itfen 
indeed  may  take  o£F  from  finners  the  cenfures  of  the  church, 
if  they  have  incurred  them  ;  but  as  to  any  thing  farther,  all 
we  can  do  is  either  to  pray  to  God  that  be  would  forgive 
them  (which  was  the  only  form  of  abfolution  till  the  eleventh 
century  at  lead),  or  elfe  to  declare  that  he  hath  done  fo.  And 
let  fuch  a  declaration  exprels  ever  fo  pofitively  that  either 
God  or  the  prieft  abfolves  them,  it  is  a  fatal  error  to  build 
hopes  on  this^  with  refpe6):  to  another  life,  any  farther  than 
conditionally,  that  if  their  repentance  be  fuificient,  their  for-« 
given^efs  is  certain.  But  whether  it  be  fufficient  or  no,  the 
prieft s  of  our  church  can  give  their  judgment,  and  thofe  of 
the  church  of  Rome  can  poflibly  do  no  more  \  for  they  muft^ 
own  themfeltes  to  be  as  fallible  as  we  are. 

But 
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But  as  'neither  reafon  nor  fcripturc  makes  confeffion  and 
tbfolution  of  this  kind  neceffary,  fo  neither  did  the  primitive 
church  hold  it  to  be  fo.  Public  confeffion  indeed  they  re* 
quired  in  cafes  of  public  fcandal  ;  but  for  private  confeffion 
in  all  cafes,  it  was  never  thought  of  as  a  command  of  God 
for  900  years  after  Chrift,  nor  determined  to  be  fuch  till  af- 
ter 12C0,  when  the  fame  council  oi  Lateran  decreed  it,  which 
decreed  alfo  the  depofing  of  fuch  princes  as  would  not  eztir- 
pate  herefy  :  and  yet  it  is  amaz-ing  what  ftrefs  they  now  lay 
upon  It.  No  repentance,  they  tell  us,  will  avail,  if  it  be  ne-p 
gleded  ;  and  almoft  any  will  do,  if  it  be  obferved.  For  let  a 
dying  finner  have  only  what  they  call  attrition,  fuch  a  forrow 
as  arifes  merely  from  the  fear  of  being  puniihed,  without  the 
Icaft  degree  of  difliketofin  or  love  to  God,  this  forrow,  though 
not  fufficient  without  abfolution,  yet  with  it  is*  So  that  if  ^ 
perfon,  who  hath  difregarded  God  nil  his  life,  can  but  be 
made  afraid  of  him  at  his  death,  the  prieft  fhall  deliver  him 
from  hell,  and  fecure  heaven  to  him,  by  a  word  fpeaking. 
Some  leffer  puniihments  indeed  he  doth  remain  fubjefl:  to 
firft ;  as  to  which,  however,  there  are  ways  of  making  mat-^ 
ters  as  eafy  as  can  well  be  wiihed :  but  in  order  to  underftand 
them,  another  head  of  Popijb  doftrine  muft  be  explained- 

Our  Saviour,  they  tell  us,  having  procured  for  repenting 
fitraers  the  forgivenefs  4)nly  of  the  eternal  puniihment  due  to 
their  fins,  there  remains  a  teniporal  puniihment  due  to  them 
ftill,  which,  if  it  be  not  in  this  life,  either  inflifled  by  world- 
ly fufferings,  or  fatisfied  for  by  good  works  and  penances, 
muft  be  undergone  after  death,  in  the  pains  of  a  place  called 
fwrgatory ;  which  pains  may,  however,  be  mitigated  and 
fliortened,  partly  by  offering  up  prayers  for  fuch  perfons,  an(i 
partly  by  granting  indulgencies  to  them  :  and  thefe  things  al- 
fo we  ar»  heretics  for  not  believing.  Yet,  for  the  neceffity  of 
our  believing  thefe  doftrines,  they  pretend  no  fcripture-proof, 
and  they  have  no  proof  for  fo  much  as  the  truth  of  them. 
Heaven  and  hell  we  read -of  perpetually  in  the  bible,  but  pur- 
gatory we  never  meet  with  ;  though  farely,  if  there  be  fuch 
a  place,  Chrift  and  his  apolUes  would  not  have  concealed  it 
from  us.  St.  Paul  indeed  mentions  a  fire  that  tries  every 
aan^s  vioris^  and  perfons  tbatfijoll  befaved,  yet  fo  at  by  fire  ♦. 

K  a  But 

•  I  Cor,  Hi.  13, 15. 


J  6  Itie  Saered  S<riptyra.    .  SfR.  CH 

But  what  is  he  there  Tpeaking  of?  I|e  had  been  laying  araongft 
them,  he  fays,  the  foundation  of  religion,  the  acknowledgment 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  On  ibis^  fays  he,  another  man  hatb  bvilM  : 
hut  let  every  man  takt  heed  bow  be  buiidetb  ;  what  he  teacbeSi 
for  Chriftian  dodrine  \for  the  day  Jball  declare  ity  and  thefir^ 
Jball  try  every  man^s,  worJt  of  what  fort  it  is  :  either  the  day 
of  the  fiery  trial  of  perfccution,  or  rather  the  final  judgment 
of  Godt  wbo/e  dayjhali  burn  like  an  oven^^  thisihall  try  every 
man's  work,  fearch  it  as  thoroughly  as  fire  does  things  that 
are  put  into  it ;  then,  if  any  man'*s  wort  which  he  hath  buiU 
ahide^  if  the  doctrines  he  hath  taught  bear  the  teft,  hefbaU 
receive  a  reward ;  but,  if  bis  work  be  burnt ^  if,  prefcrving  the 
fundamentals,  of  Chriftianity,  he  hath  built  errors  on  them, 
hefhaUfuffer  lofs  ;  the  pains  he  hath  taken  ihall  be  of  no  be« 
ncfit,  and  though  he  may  be  faTed  himfelf,  it  fl^all  be  like 
onte  that  efcapes  throifgh  the  fire,  with  great  danger  and  dif* 
ficulty.  For  fo  St.  Jude  fpeaks  ;  Somefave  withfear^  puUisig 
them  qui  qftbejjref:  and  the  prophet  Amos^  Ye  were  as  a 
firebrand  plucked  out  of  the  burning  t-  This  pafTage  therefore 
relates  not  to  punifhing,  in  purgatory,  the  perfons  of  fome 
men,  before  the  day  of  judgment,  but  to  trying  (ho  works  of 
all  men  at  the  day  of  judgment  ;  and,  far  from  patronifing 
the  church  of  Rome^  gives  them  indeed  an  awful  warning  not 
to  build  on  the  foundation  of  Chriftianity  bay  andjlubble^  fuck 
ufclefs  trafli  as  this,  and  many  other  of  their  doftrines,  whidi 
that  great  day  of  the  Lord  will  fliew  to  have  no  folidity  ia 
them  }  but  their  work  Jball  be  bj^mt  up.^  tbemfelves  fufir  lofs^ 
and  at  hefl  hefaved  only  fo  as  by  fire.  Their  other  texts  for 
purgatory  are,  if  pofTible,  lefs  to  the  purpofe  than  this  :  that 
Ihfpbemy  qgainfl  the  Holy  Gb(^  JbaU  not  he  forgiven^  either 
in  this  life  or  that  to  come^  ;  which  is  only  fayii.g,  it  ihall  ne» 
ver  be  forgiven,  but  puniflied  both  here  and  hereafter :  that 
he  who  agrees  not  with  his  adverfary  in  the  way^  fi^all  be  eq/l 
by  the  judge  into  prifon^  and  not  come  ovt  till  be  bath  paid  the 
uttermojl  farthing  || ;  which  perhaps  is  only  faying,  that  who- 
ever doth  not  make  up  a  difference  with  his'  neighbour  before 
trial,  mud  expeft  no  favour  after  :    Or,  if  God  be  die  judge; 
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nctoc,  the  feafe  will  be,  that  the  perfon  condemned  (hall  iie«. 
ver  come  cat  of  prifon»  becaufe  he  can  never ^^  the  uttermq^ 
fttfthmg.  For  lAicharitablenefs  unrepcnted  of,  which  is  the 
frime  here  mentioned,  the  Papifts.themfelves  own,  fends  men 
not  to  purgatory,  but  to  hell.  As  for  their  notion,  that  our 
Samor  bath  not  procured  forgiveneCi  of  the  temporal  pu^ 
oiAuneat  of  fin,  it  is  certain  from  fcripture,  that  he  hath  pro« 
(ured  the  forgivenefs  of  every  thing  that  can  properly  be 
called  punifliment ;  for  his  bJood  ckanfitb  us  from  all  Jin  *^ 
aod  therefore  no  purgatory  is  needful.  And  tb^re  is  no  con* 
iemaation  to  thim  v^bicb  an  i^  Cbrift  Jifus  f ,  and  confequent- 
ly  DO  fttch  place  to  be  condemned  to.  Correftion  indeed  there 
is,  but  this  corredton  is  the  work,  not  of  an  oiFended  judge, 
bot  a  merciful  Father  :  and  as  he,  by  thefe  and  many  other 
ineaos,  endeavours  to  amend  us,  fo  we  ihould  ufe  all  proper 
mnos  to  amend  ourfelves ;  bnt  fuch  penanca$  as  tend  only  to 
fire  pain,  are  not  proper  means,  even  in  this  life,  which  is 
vox  only  time  of  amendment ;  much  lefs  will  any  fuch  be  in- 
lifted  on  good  men  in  the  other,  when  they  will  come  too 
late  for  any  valuable  purpofe.  EkJ/idf  fays  the  angel,  are  the 
it$i  that  die  in  the  Lord^  from  bencefortbt  from  the  hour  of 
their  death,  ybr  they  r^ftfrom  their  labours  J.  But  miferabte, 
fays  the  chorch  oiRome^  are  many  of  the  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord,  for  a  long  time  after,  for  they  reft  not  from  their  la« 
boass,  but  labour  under  moft  grievous  fufferings.  But  indeed 
even  their  own  apocryphal  fcriptures  might  have  taught  them 
better  than  this.  iTbefc^ils  of  the  righteous  are  in  the  hand  of 
Codf  and  there  J^U  no  torment  touch  them  $.  Nor  is  their  plea 
from  antiquity  better  than  that  from  fcripture.  For  though 
mny  had  adopted  ftrange  notions  of  thefe  things,  out  of  Hea* 
then  (able  and  philofophy,  into  the  Ghriftian  religion,  yet 
pufgatory,  in  the  prrient  Popi(h  fenfe,  was  not  heard  of  for 
400  years  after  Chrift  ;  nor  nntverfally  received,  even  in  the 
weflem  churches,  for  xooo  years ;  nor  almoft  in  any  other 
eharcb,  than  that  of  Rome^  to  this  day.  But  fuppofing  there 
vere  fuch  a  place,  how  do  they  know  concerning  any  parti* 
^okr  perfon  that  he  ever  comes  into  it,  or  hov/  long  he  fiayt 
IB  it?  And  if  not,  what  is  it  but  offering  tbefacrifice  of  fools  |{, 
I  to 
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■Co  Tnak«  thoufands  of  prayers  for  one  who  may  be  quite  oirt 
€)f  the  reach  of  them,  ehher  in  heaven,  or  perhaps  in  hell? 
Though  indeed,  by  praying  for  the  very  wickedeft  of  men, 
as  only  in  purgatory,  they  ilrongly  tempt  other  wicked  roca 
to  conclude,  that  none  of  their  communion  ever  go  to  helL 
And  thus  is  this  invention  at  once  fo  great  a  terror  to  good 
perfons,  and  fo  great  a  comfort  to  bad  ones,  that  one  cannot 
lielp  applying  to  it  the  prophet's  words  :  With  lies  ye  have 
siade  the  heart  of  the  righteous  faid^  ^om  I  have  not  made  fad : 
^nd  ftrengthcned  the  hands  of  the  wicked,  that  hejhould  not  re^ 
turn  from  his  wicked  vmy,  by  promijing  him  life  *.  'But  we^^e 
ahey  to  pray,  not  for  p -articular  perfons,  !%s  thej  do,  but  only 
in  general  for  all  that  are  there,  where  is  the  command,  where 
is  even  the  pcrmilBon  for  it?  Our  brethKn  on  earth  we  pray 
lor,  becaufe  the  time  of  their  trial  is  not  yet  over ;  but  the 
ftate  of  the  dead  is  fixed,  and  they  fh all  receive,  every  man< 
«at  according  to  our  prayers,  but  tlieir  own  paft  works. 
Purgatory,  they  tell  us,  is  that  prifon  whence  men  Iball  not 
come  out  till  they  have, paid  the laft  farthing:  and  what  room 
»fi  there  then  for  our  prayers  for  them  there  ?  We  own  in- 
deed fomc  fort  of  prayers  for  the  dead  were  ufed  by  the 
church  (though  without  any  warrant  for  them  that  appears) 
Tcry  early,  witliin  209  years  after  Chrift.  But  then  origi- 
irally  thefe  were  made,  not  for  fouls  in  purgatory,  for  whom 
the  Pa  pills  pray,  but  for  faints  in  Paradife^  for  whom  4hey 
^o  not  pray;  for  all  righteous  perfons  deceifed,  prophets; 
apoftlfs,  martyrs,  even  for  the  bl(*Jed  virgin  hsrfelf:  and 
Iience  it  appears  by  the  way,  that  they  did  nor  pray  to  thefe 
fince  they  prayed  for  them.  AikI  the  fubjeft^matter  of  their 
prayers  was,  that  God  would  grant  them  his  promifed  mercy 
in  the  day  of  judgment,  and  fpeedily  complete  their  happt^ 
sefs  in  body  and  foul.  In  procefs  of  time,  it  muft  be  ov^ned, 
men  fell  into  a  variety  of  groundlefs  fuppofitions,  concerning 
the  ftaie  of  Chriftians  between  death  and  the  refurredion; 
«nd  upon  thefe  fuppofuion«  they  formed  their  prayers,  which 
many  perfons  went  fo  far  as  to  imagine  could  benefit  even 
fiuners  in  helK  But  as  all  thefe  fuppofitions,  for  a  long  timej 
vcre  difierent  from,  and  inconfiftent  with,  the  Romijb  notions 
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oTpcrgatoiyt  fo  the  prayers  which  the  ancients  ufed  for  tb« 
dead,  even  were  thej  of  antboritj  (which  they  are  not,  for 
fiOfhiDg  is  fo  bat  what  appears  to  come  from  God)^  would 
Cttodemn,  and  not  juilify  thofe  prayets  which  the  Pa  pills  ufe. 
Another  Popifh  method  of  relieving  finners  is  by  indul- 
gcDces.  Originally  this  word  meant  a  very  right  thing,  the 
mitigation  of  the  feverity  or  length  of  ecclefiaftical  cenfures 
tawtrds  fuch,  as,  by  an  exemplary  repenrance,  had  deferved 
it.  Nor  was  any  other  fort  of  indulgences  known  for  at  leail 
6co  years,  perhaps  much  longer.  But  the  prefent  notion  of 
tbe  diurch  of  Rome  about  them  (though  in  their  difputes  with 
BS  they  would  lain  difguife  it  if  they  could),  is  this  :  Many 
of  the  faints,  it  feems^  having  not  only  done  enough  to  merit 
iiQiDediat«  entrance  into  heaven,  but  more  than  was  oeceiTary 
far  that  purpofe ;  thb  overplus  of  their  goodnefs,  called  ufu« 
ally  works  of  fupcrero^^vJon,  joined  with  the  infinite  merit* 
of  Chrift,  makes  a  treafure  of  inedimable  value,  which  the 
chnrch  hath  the  difpofal  of,  and  the  Pope,  as  head  of  the 
cfaorch,  applies  towards  the  remiilion  of  their  fins,  who  either 
folfil  in  their  lifetime  certain  conditions  appointed  by  him,  or 
vhofe  friends  will  fulfil  them  after  their  deaths.  Now  we,. 
M  the  contrary,  have  learnt  from  fcripture,  that  in  many 
things  tlie  beft  of  us  all  offend ;  that,  were  our  obedience  per^ 
fe^  it  ^^re  00  more  than  our  duty;  and  that  to  the  grace  of 
God,  not  to  the  merit  of  our  works,  the  falvatiou  of  our  fouls 
is  owing.  In  fome  refpec):s  indeed,  in  ufelefs  mortifications 
and  obfervances  of  no  value,  we  acknowledge  many  faints  of 
their  church  have  done  much  more  chan  God  requires,  much 
more  than  he  approves  or  will  reward.  But  even  had  they 
done  more  really  good  things  than  they  were  obliged  to  do, 
this  might  indeed  increafe  their  owu  happinefs  in  another 
world:  but  what  pretence  is  there  for  afErniing,  that  inftead 
ofihat  it  ihall  be  transferred  away  to  the  benefit  of  others, 
tod  thofe  others  juft  whomfoever  the  Pope  iliall  pleafe  ?  This 
fare  is  very  hard.  But  after  all,  what  is  the  benefit  conferred 
by  thefe  indalgences  ?  If  it  be  only  deliverance,  either  wholly 
or  in  part,  from  purgatory,  there  is  no  fuch  phce  to  be  deli- 
Yeitd  from  \  and  that  it  is  from  hell,  they  dare  not  fay  indeed, 
kut  they  do  every  thing  that  can  make  the  ignorant  think  it. 
Why  elfe  arc  Chrill's  roeii:!?  mentioned  as  011c  ground  of  in- 

dulgences  ? 
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dulgences  ?  For  he  hath  not  merited,  thej  tell  us,  delivetanoe 
from  temporarj  puniihments,  as  purgatory  is,  but  from  eter^ 
Hal  ones  only.  Why  alfo  do  their  indulgences  declare  tfaea« 
felves  to  beftow  the  moft  full  remiflion  and  forgivenefs  of  all 
fins,  if  they  mean  only  the  fmalleft  part  of  forgivenefs  ?  Thefe 
things  are  too  plainly  calculated  to  deceive  poor  wretches  in* 
to  a  fatal  belief,  that,  by  fuch  methods,  wickednefs  here  may 
become  confifient  with  happinefs  hereafter.  Repentance  iii4 
deed  is,  in  words,  made  one  condition  of  obtaining  thefe  in* 
dulgencea ;  but  this  is  eafily  explained  away,  or  overlooked 
amongft  the  others  joined  with  it,  of  faying  fo  many  prayers, 
going  to  fo  many  proceffions,  and  paying  fo  mach  money* 
Nay,  if  their  own  hiftorians  are  to  be  credited,  the  inhabits 
anttf  of  whole  cities  at  once,  upon  vifitiog  certain  churches^ 
and  paying  a  certain  fum,  have,  before  now,  been  abfoivcd 
of  all  their  fins  by  the  Pope,  with  thefe  very  words  addedf 
wen  though  they  had  not  been  contrite  for  them^  nor  eon/effid 
them.  But  as  the  reformation  was  firft  brought  on  by  the  enor-^ 
mities  of  indulgences,  fo,  fince  the  reformation,  they  hive  xa 
many  places,  both  in  this  and  other  refpeds,  greatly  mode«* 
rated  their  pra&ices,  though  they  have  never  efleSually  dt£< 
claimed  their  principles.  And  indeed,  as  angry  as  they  are 
with  that  happy  event,  they  have  great  reafon  to  be  thankful 
for  it,  on  account  of  feveral  changes  for  the  better  which  it 
has  produced  amongft  them,  efpecially  where  part  of  any 
country  have  been  Proteftants :  for  elfe  where  all  their  abufes 
Hre  kept  up.  And  for  one  proof  of  it,  I  have  now  in  my 
cuftody  a  plenary  indulgence,  granted  for  a  fmall  piece  of 
gold  at  Rome  this  very  year  *  to  an  abfolute  ft  ranger,  for 
himfelf,  for  his  kindred  to  the  third  degree,  and  to  thirty  per* 
fons  more,  for  whofe  names  a  proper  blank  is  left  in  the  io« 
ftrument.  So  that  had  not  the  reformation  given  them  fome 
check,  God  knows  whether,  by  this  time,  Chriftianity  had 
been  difcoverable  under  the  changes  and  di%uifes  which  thtf 
prevailing  part  of  them  would  have  deformed  it  with.  Con.* 
fider  but  to  what  lengths  matters  had  already  gone,  in  this 
one  article  of  the  remiffion  of  fins.  The  neceffity  of  confef* 
fion  put  the  fecrets  of  every  man^s  heart  and  life  into  ther 
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fcreaft  of  the  prieft  ;  and  the  power  of  admitting  into  heaven, 
or  exdading  froai  it,  forced  the  bigotted  (inner  to  do  what- 
ever (hould  be  enjoined  him.  In  how  monilrous  a  manner 
this  power  was  ufed,  ihe  hiftories  of  all- nations  dreadfully 
Aew.  Add  then  to  preferve  it  from  growing  quite  intole- 
nUe,  an  atttfice  was  added  that  made  it  flill  more  fatal.  It 
is  too  well  known  that  mankind  will  do  any  thing  rather 
than  their  duty,  and  part  with  any  thing  foooer  than  their 
Tioes.  On  the  terms  therefore  of  fubmittihg  in  other  points, 
tbey  were  made  eafy  in  this  favourite  one.  The  flriSeft  rules 
of  life  indeed  were  laid  down  for  fuch  as  thought  tl>emfelves 
boaod  to  be  ftridl ;  but  for  thofe  who  defired  to  be  otherwife, 
faperftitiotts  ob&rvances  were  allowed  to  'take  place  of  real 
duties ;  idle  penances  to  (land  inftead  of  true  repentance  and 
ftformation :  without  a  zeal  for  fuch  follies  as  thefe,  the  beil 
man  was  reckoned  to  have  but  fmall  hope  of  future  happi- 
Dcis ;  and  with  a  zeal  for  the  notions  and  intereils  gf  holy 
diurch,  the  worft  man  was  cafily  fecured  from  future  raifery. 
Abblotion,  if  he  were  but  ever  fo  little  forry  for  having 
beea  a  finner,  would  fet  htm  clear  at  once  from  hell ;  and,  if 
be  bad  but  either  time  to  perform  a  few  (illy  devotions  and 
mordficatioBS  while  he  lived,  or  money  to  ^purchafe  a  good 
manj  prayers  for  him  when  he  died,  his  confinement  in  pur- 
gatory mud  foon  be  over :  and  thus  was  the  necefllty  of  a 
Holy  Ufe  quite  taken  away,  and  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  altoge- 
ther made  void.  Far  be  it  from  us  of  this  church  to  affright 
yott  with  fuch  vain  terrors,  or  deceive  you  with  fuch  vain 
bopes.  On  the  contrary,  be  aflured  that  'were  all  the  prieits 
00  earth  to  Ftfufe  abfolving  a  true  penitent,  it  would  never 
ban  him ;  and  were  they  all  to  join  m  abfolving  a  man,  that 
hath  not  repented  as  the  gofpel  requires,  it  would  do  him  no 
good.  Be  aflured  t^at  no  equivalent  in  the  world  will  be  ac- 
cepted inftead  of  true  inward  piety,  nor  all  the  good  works  of 
ill  the  faints  in  heaven  coropenf<ite,  in  the  leaft  degree,  for 
tbc  want  of  good  works  in  any  one  man  on  earth.  Never  be 
moved  then  by  the  moft  confident  pretences  of  this  kind,  but 
know,  for  a  certainty,  that  whoever  flies  for  refugt:  from  his 
&1I  to  thofe  ^ho  will  flatter  him  with  fuch  wretched  expedi- 
eats  as  thefe,  inftead  of  mending  his  condition,  by  trufting  to 
them,  only  makes  it  worfc  and  more  dcfpcrate  than  it  was 
Vol.111.  L       .  before. 
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before.  The  words  of  God,  in  the  cafe  of  the  Ifraelitei^  are 
juft  as  applicable  in  this  :  Becaufe  ye  have /aid,  we  have  made 
a  covenant  with  deaths  and  with  bell  we  are  at  agreement^  vuben 
the  overflowing /courge  Jball  pa/s  through^  itJbaUnot  come  mi'- 
to  us,  for  we  have  made  lies  our  refuge^  and  under  falfebood 
have  we  hid  ourf elves :  Therefore  thus  faith  the  Lord  God^  Your 
covenant  with  death  Jhall  be  difannulUd^  and  your  agreement 
with  hell  fball  not  Jland  I  when  the  overflowing  fcourge  fball 
pafs  through^  then  /hall  ye^  he  trodden  down  by  it*  Judgment 
will  I  lay  to  the  line^  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet ;  and  the 
hail  shall  f weep  away  the  refuge  of  lies ^  and  the  waters  shall 
overflow  the  biding  place  *. 

Te  therefore^  b^oved^  to  conclude  with  the  words  of  St* 
Peter f  feeing  ye  know  thefe  things ,  beware ^  left  being  led  away 
with  the  error  of  the  nbicied,  ye  fall  from  your  own  ftedfafi-' 
nefs  :  But  grow  in  grace^  and  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  f  •  To  him  be  glorj  both  now  and 
for  even     Amen. 

•  If.  «viii.  J5,i7i  J8.  f  »  'c^*  "*•  '7i  ^% 
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•"^^Exborting  and  ^Jiifying  that  this  is  the  true  grace  of  God 
wherein  yejland, 

AFTER  fixing  the  rule  of  Chriftian  faith  and  praftice^  I 
proceeded  to  compare  with  this  rule  the  chief  things 
which  diftinguifh  the  church  of  Rome  from  ours.  Great 
onmbers  of  thefe  I  have  already  confidered,  and  (hall  now, 
for  your  fuller  fatisfaAion,  go  on  to  fome  others. 

ScTeral  of  their  notions  concerning  the  pardon  of  fin  I  have 
neotioDed  and  confuted  ;  but  there  fiill  remains  one  more  to 
be  fpoken  of ;  their  cuflom,  when  a  fick  per  ^.n  i^  near  death, 
of  anointing  his  eyes,  and  ears,  and  nodrils,  and  mouth,  and 
bands,  fometimes  alfo  his  feet  and  reins,  with  oil  confecrated 
bj  the  bilhop,  and  praying,  that  in  virtue  of  that  anointing, 
the  fins  which  he  hath  committed,  by  the  feveral  organs  of 
his  body,  may  be  forgiven  him.  This  they  call  Extreme 
U»8i(m^  or  the  facrament  of  dying  perfons ;  and  teach,  that, 
bcfides  forgivenefs  of  fins,  it  gives  compofure  and  (Irength  of 
mind  to  go  through  the  agonies  of  death.  All  this  they  build 
wholly  on  the  following  pafiage  of  bt.  jfames.  Is  anyjich 
mongyouf  Let  him  caU  for  the  elders  of  the  churchy  and  let 
them  pray  over  him^  anointing  him  with  oil  in  the  name  of  the 
l^d.  And  the  prayer  of  faith  shall  fave  thefck^  and  the  Lord 
AaUraife  him  up  ;  and  if  he  have  committed  fins  ^  they  shall  be 
forgiven  him  *•   But  a  little  confideration  will  ihew,  that  what 

L  2  St. 
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&•  yames  appoints  is  very  different  from  Tvhat  the  church  o( 
Rome  diots.  In  thofe  days  miraculous  gifts  vrere  common ; 
that  of  healitrg  difeafes  in  particular  :  and  the  perfons  ^ho 
had  thefe  gifts  were  ufuallj  the  elders  of  the  chttrches,  whom 
the  apoftle  hcve  direds  do  he  fbnt  for.  And  as  miracles,  in 
condefcenfion  to  the  genius  of  th^  'Jrujtjb  people,  to  whom 
*his  cpiftle  is  difefted,  were. accompanied,  for  the  moft  part, 
with  fome  outward  aft  of  ceremony  by  the  performer  of  them 
(a  praftice  which  our  Saviour  himfelf  often  complied  with), 
fo  the  ceremony  ufed  in  healing  the  fick  by  miracle,  vi«. 
anointing  them  with  oil,  was  one  to  which  the  "Jena^  had  been 
accuftomed  \  oil  being  a  thing  of  which  much  ufe  was  made 
in  the  eaftern  conntiies,  on  many  occafions  *•  Accordingly 
we  read,  that  when  our  Saviour  fent  ou;  his  difciples  with  a 
^wer  from  heaven  to  cure  difeafes,  though  he  prefcribed  to 
them  no  particular  form  for  that  purpofe,  yet  they  adopted 
this  ;  they  anointed  with  (dl  many  that  were  Jki^  and  heaki 
ihem  t«  Now  what  the  evangelift  telJs  us  they  did,  is  evw 
dently  the  very  thing  which  St.  James  direfts  the  elders  of 
the  church  to  do.  And  therefore;  fince  the  anointmg  meiu- 
tioned  in  the  gofpel  was  only  a  mere  circumftance  ufed  in 
miraculous  cures,  that  alfo  mentioned  in  the  epiftles  can  be 
nothing  more.  Accordingly  ye  find  St,  James  neither  ap- 
points any  cQnfecration  of  the  oil,  nor  afcribes  any  efficacy  to 
it,  as  the  Papiib  do,  but  fays,  the  prayer  of  faith JbaOfave 
thejick.  Now,  if  this  means  only  prayer  offered  up  in  a  ge- 
neral faith  of  God's  providence,  we  ufe  it  fjpr  the  fick  as  well 
as  they,  and  may  hope  for  the  fame  good  effeft  from  it.  Bat 
faith,  in  many  places  of  fciipturc,  figuifics  that  fuperoatural 
perfuafion  and  feeling  of  a  power  to  work  miracles,  which  in 
thofe  days  was  frequent.  Thus  bt.  Paul  lays,  though  I  had 
allfaith^  fo  that  1  could  remove  mountains  J,  fitc*    And  therc- 

.    fore, 


•  •  See  IVbeatUj  on  the  Office  for  the  Siclt,  And  Groiiut^  on  Mori  yi.  IS*  fay» 
the  Jrtvf  ufed  it  when  they  prayed  for  the  fick,  to  exprefs  their  hope  of  obtain- 
ing from  God»  in  tlieir  behalf,  that  joy  and  gladnefs  which  oil  figaifies.  Fr^^r' 
native  agalnft  Popery^  Tit.  vii.  c.  ii.  §  4.  p.  6s. 

f  Mark  vi.  13.  The  council  of  ^lent  had  at  firfl.  faid  that  extreme  unAion 
\Ta»  inilitutcd  in  this^  place,  but  afterwards  changed  that  word  for  ittjiiofUL 
r,  PjuL  in  Prtpr^.  p.  64. 

\  1  Cor.  siii,  z.    See  alfo  Matt.  xvii.  20.    John  xiv.  I^,.  I^,- 
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fcfc,  the  prayer  offaiih^  fince  it  is  fo  abfolutcly  prdmifed  here 
that  xtjballfave  thejick^  probably  means,  a  prayer  proceeding 
from  this  extraordinary  perfuafion  and  impulfe  ;  fuch  a  one 
ts,  in  the  next  verfe,  we  tranflate  an  effeBual  fervent  prayer^ 
bat  (hould  tranflate  an  intorought  or  infptred  prayer.  And 
therefore  unlefa,  in  the  church  of  Rome^  the  prief^,  as  bften 
as  be  adminiflers  extreme  undion,  ads  and  prays  by  imme- 
diate infpiration,  his  prayers  are  not  of  the  fort  St.  yames 
fpeaks  of^  nor  are  they  dire£led  to  the  fame  end.  The  bene- 
fit which  he  promifes  from  the  prayers  that  he  appoints,  is 
the  recovery  of  health  ;  The  prayer  af  faith  fhall  f woe  thejick, 
emi  the  Lord  fBaU  raife  him  up  :  whereas  they  of  the  church 
of  Rome  never  ufe  this  ceremony  with  any  hope  of  recovery, 
fior  indeed,  unlefs  they  happen  to  miilake,  till  the  perfon  is ' 
quite  paft  recovery.  And,  for  this  reafon  again,  his  anoint- 
itg  and  theirs  are  quite  different  things.  For  though  St. 
Jamif  does  ^dif  y^na  if  be  hath  committed  Jins^  theyfballht 
fsrpvem  bim^  yet  the  very  doubt,  implied  in  the  word  if, 
fliews  he  is  not  fpcaking  of  a  facrament  inftituled  purpofely 
for  the  remiffion  of  fins,  as  the  church  of  Rome  make  their 
an&ion  to  be.  And  indeed  this  relates  to  the  very  fame 
thing  with  his  former  words.  For,  as  bodily  ficknefs  and 
infirmity  was  frequently  a  puniftiment  for  fin  (whence,  to 
mention  no  other  proofs,  St.  Paul  tells  the  Corinthians  *,  For 
thit  caufe  many  are  weak  andfckly  among  yoUj  and  manyfleep)^ 
fo  the  very  form  of  miraculoufly  healing  a  perfon  of  thefe  in- 
firmities, ufed  by  our  Saviour,  is,  Son^  thyfns  be  forgiven 
tbee\',  that  is,  the  illnefs  inflided  on  thee  for  thy  fins  is  re- 
moved. Since  therefore  St.  James  promifes  forgivencfs  of 
fins  in  juft  a  like  cafe,  we  are  certainly  to  underRand  him  in 
juft  the  like  fenfe,  vi%.  that  if  the  ficknefs  of  any  perfon  pray- 
ed for  were  the  punifliment  of  any  fin,  that  punifliment  fliould 
be  remitted,  and  his  health  reflored.  Now  this  forgivenefs 
of  the  temporal  punifliment  of  fome  particular  fins,  which  is 
what  St.  James  promifes,  the  church  of  Rome  does  not  pro- 
mifc  from  this  ceremony ;  and  the  forgivenefs  of  the  future 
pttmflimcnt"of  all  thofe  fins,  that  the  fick  perfon  hath  ever 
committed  by  his  bodily  organs,  which  St.  James  does  not 

promife, 

t  X  Coc.  tz.  3a  t  Matt.  iz.  %-    Sec  alfo  John  t.  14.. 
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promife,  they  do  :  though  indeed  it  is  a  little  hard  to  con- 
ceivei  when  all  a  man's  fins  have  been  already  forgiven  (as 
they  fay  they  are,  by  the  prieft's  abfolution),  how  any  of 
them  (hould  want  to  be  forgiven  again,  perhaps  by  extreme 
undion,  the  moment  after.  But  the  truth  is,  they  themfelves 
lay  not  near  fo  much  firefs  on  this  ceremony's  procuring  par- 
don of  fin,  as  its  procuring  compofure  of  mind  againd  the 
terrors  of  death.  Now  moft  evidently  this  ezpeflation  St. 
yames  hath  not  faid  one  word  to  countenance :  fo  that  his 
precept,  which  feems,  at  firft  fight,  to  be  fome  ground  for 
their  pra&iqe,  and  is  the  only  ground  they  have,  relates  in- 
deed to  a  quite  different  thing,  as  one  of  their  cardinals,  Co* 
jetan  *,  acknowledges  :  though  the  council  of  Tr^n/,  feiT.  14. 
hath  thought  proper  fince  to  curfe  all  that  ihall  fay  it.  The 
anointing  prefcribed  by  St.  yames  therefore,  being  entirely  of 
a  miraculous  nature,  was  in  all  reafon  to  ceafe  when  miracles 
were  no  more.  And  accordingly  the  primitive  Chriftiaos, 
though  they  fpeak  more  than  once  of  anointing  with  oil  in 
miraculous  cures,  yet,  in  common  cafes,  never  mention  it  as 
a  cuftom,  much  lefs  as  one  s^pointed  in  fcripture,  for  the  firft 
600  years  f  •  After  that  indeed,  they  came  to  ufe  it  upon  ail 
fick  perfons  in  the  beginning  of  ficknefs,  for  a  means  of  reco- 
very, as  the  Greek  church  doth  yet ;  till,  finding  it  of  little 
benefit  in  that  way,  the  church  of  Rome^  about  the  12th  cen- 
tury, began  to  ufe  it  in  the  extremity  of  fickneCs,  as  a  facra- 
ment  of  preparation  for  death  ;  which,  if  it  were  in  reality, 
they  are  furely  much  to  blame  for  not  giving  it  under  the 
apprehenfions  of  an  approaching  violent  death  ;  for  inftance, 
before  a  malefador  is  executed,  where  it  cannot  but  be  as 
needful  as  in  the  fears  of  a  natural  one.  Upon  the  whole, 
you  fee  our  laying  afide  a  ceremony  which  hath  long  been 
ufelefs,  and,  by  leading  perfons  into  fuperditious  fancies, 
might  be  hurtful,  can  be  no  manner  of  lofs,  whilft  every 
thing  that  continues  truly  valuable  in  St.  Jameses  diredion  is 
preferved  in  our  office  for  vifiting  the  fick;  concerning  which, 
I  (hall  only  add,  that  it  is  much  to  be  wiQied  men  would  fo 

live 
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live  m  the  time  of  their  health,  as  to  need  the  leaft  fpiritual 
affiflaoce  that  is  poi&ble,  in  the  time  of  their  iickneis ;  and 
dut  what  they,  do  need,  tbej  would  all  applj  for  earlj,  when 
it  might  be  of  great  benefit  to  them,  and  not  content  them- 
felves  with  calling  in  the  minifter  at  laft  for  mere  formes  fake, 
when  be  can  do  them  little  good,  or  none. 

Another  point  in  which  we  differ  from  the  church  of  Rome 
isi  that  all  their  public  prajers  are  in  the  Latin  tongue,  ours 
in  our  own.     This  fure  at  leaft  is  no  herefj,  that,  when  we 
praj  to  God,  we  all  know  what  we  faj.     Our  praftice  jufti- 
fiesitfelf:  but  how  is  theirs  juftified  '  Reafon.  and  common 
fqife  plainly  condemn  it.     Antiquity  is  no  lefs  againft  them  ; 
for  every  Chriftian  chorch  originally  had  their  own  fervice  ia 
their  own  tongue.     That  of  the  weilern  world  was  in  Latin^ 
only  bccaufe  Latin  was  their  common  language  :  and  there- 
fore it  Ihould  have  been  no  longer  in  Latin^  when  that  ceafed 
to  be  their  common  language.     And  for  fcripture,  read  but 
the  X4th  chapter  of  i  Corinthians,  and  fee  what  St.  Paul  would 
have  judged  of  this  Romi/h  prafiice.    Even  when  there  was  a 
miraculous  gift  of  tongues  in  the  church,  and  men  prayed  or 
prophefied,  in  ftrange  languages,  by  infpiration,  even  then  he 
requires  fuch  perfons  to  keep  iilence,  unlefs  another  were  rea- 
ij  to  interpret  publicly  what  they  fpoke  :  for,  fays  he,  Bre^ 
tbren,  except  ye  utter  words  eafy  to  he  underflood^  howjhall  it 
he  known  what  is  fpoien  /  for  ye  JhaU  fpeak  into  the  air.     If 
I  know  not  the  meaning  of  the  voic/,  I  Jhall  he  unto  him  that 
fpeaketh  aBurharian,  and  he  that  fpeaketh  Jhall  he  a  Barbarian 
tttfo  nu.     Howjhall  he  that  occupieth  the  room  of  the  unlearn^ 
ei  fay  Amen,  at  thy  giving  of  thanks,  feeing  he  underjlandeth 
not  what  thou  fay ejl  f  I  thank  my  God  I  fpeak  with  tongues 
nmre  than  you  all :  yet  in  the  church,  I  had  rather  fpeak  five 
words  with  my  under/landing,  that  hy  my  voice  I  might  teach 
others  alfo,  than  ten  thoufand  words  in  an  unknown  tongue.     It 
immediately  follows^  and  ytrj  fitly  to  the  prefent  purpofe : 
Brethren,  he  not  children  in  underjlanding :  howbeit  in  malice  he 
ji  children,  hut  in  under/landing  be  men.     For  never  fure  was 
ptater  childi/hnejs,  than  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  mere  outward 
Ihcw  of  prayers  to  God,  perhaps  without  underftanding  one 
woid  of  them,  which  is  not  praying  at  all ;  nor  greater  ma^ 
Rce,  that  iS|  mere  wicked  and  cruel  cunning,  than  to  keep  the 
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poor  peopte  in  this  datknefs,  and  plead  for  it  with  fnch  uq« 
fair  pretences  ^s  they  do.  ^  Some  of  them  tell  us  very  grave- 
ly, that  LatUiy  far  from  being  an  unkfiown  tongae,  is  the  beft. 
known  of  any  in  Europe.  And  if  it  were,  yet  if  this  beft 
known  tongue  is  notwitbfianding  unknown  to  ninety.nine 
perfons  in  a  hundred,  why  muft  they  all  be  confined  to  it, 
a&d  not  have  each  their  own  prayers  in  their  own  tongae? 
Why,  that  variety  would  be  very  inconvenient,  they  fay,  to 
travellers.  But  whote  convenience  is  mod  to  be  confulted  ? 
That  of  whole  nations,  or  of  a  few  perfons  that  come  amongft 
them  occafionally  ?  But  vulgar  tongues,  they-fay,  are  perpe- 
tually changing*  and  expreflions  growing  improper  and  unin- 
telligible. I  aufwer,  our  having  our  bible  and  prayer-book 
im  the  vulgar  tongue,  undoubtedly  prevents  its  changing  near 
fo  fad  as  it  would  otherwife.  But  when»»  it  does  change,  let 
them,  where  it  is  li^dful,  be  changed  to  it.  For  which  is 
worfe,  to  take  this  little  trouble  of  altering  a  few  words  and 
phrafes  once  in  a  hundred  years,  or  to  let  people  go  on  for 
ages  together,  with  prayers  and  lefTons,  of  which  they  under* 
fland  not  one  word  ?  But  they  allege  farther,  that  fome  of 
their  prayers,  indeed  a  great  part  of  the  mafs,  it  would  be 
ufelefs  to  have  faid  in  their  own  language  ;  for  the  prieft  is 
ordered  to  fpeak  it  fo  low,  that  it  cannot  be  heard  ;  as  if  one 
fault  would  excufe  another,  inllead  of  making  it  greater. 
But  many  of  their  prayers,  they  fay,  may  be  underftood  ;  for 
though  fpoken  in  Latin,  there  are  printed  tranflations  of  them 
in  Englijh.  But  ftill  great  part  of  them  is  not  tranflated,  un- 
lefs  it  be  by  fome  very  modern  indulgence  *  ;  and  that  which 
is,  nothing  but  our  making  them  afhamed  of  themfelves  hath 
forced  them  to  of  late,  in  thefe  parts  of  the  world,  agatnft 
their  will.  For  we  know  that  when,  within  this  laft  century, 
fome  well-meaning  bilhops  of  their  own  church  in  France, 
had  publiflied  the  mafs  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  for  the  people's 
life,  the  then  Pope  declared  them  fons  of  perdition  to  all  the 
world,  and  condemned  what  they  had  done,  as  if  it  were  the 
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overthrow  of  religion  *•  So  that,-  for  aoght  we  know,  tho 
fame  liberty  taken  here  may  fall  under  the  fame  condemna- 
tion, «rhen  a  proper  time  comes.  Or  were  the  contrary  ever 
fo  certain,  ftill  putting  their  prayers,  into  Engiijh  for  the*  peo- 
ple, only  ihews  that  they  ought  to  be  fpoken  in  Englijh  by 
the  prieft  :  for  this  round*about  way  is  evidently  a  moft  ab- 
fsid  one ;  that  he  ihould*  be  prajing  in  one  language,  and 
they  following  him  by  guefs,  as  well  as  they  can,  in  another. 
Be6des,  mnhitudes  of  theif  poor  people  have  never  heard  of 
tbefe  tranflations,  or  at  leaft  have  them  not :  multitudes  more 
tre  unable  to  tead  them  :  and  all  thefe  muft  be  left  qu:t.e  in 
the  dark.  But  we  are  told,  they  have  a  good  intention  in 
geneial :  they  revereAce  what  they  do  not  underftand,  and 
this  is  fufficient.  Now,  for  the  purpofes  of  fpiritual  domi- 
nion, this  may  be  fufficient :  and  fuch  devotions,  as  many  of 
theirs  are,  will,  we  oi*n,  be  more  reverenced  for  not  being 
aoderftood  :  but  for  the  edification  of  the  people,  it  is  far 
frooi  bemg  fufficient,  to  have  good  intentions  in  general,  and 
no  QManing  In  particular  :  to  pray  to  God  for  they  know  not 
what ;  and  hear  leffonsi  re«^d,  which  they  can  learn  nothing 
lifoffi* 

Another  thing  akin  to  the  former,  in  which  we  differ  from 

tiic  chorch  of  Kome^  is,  that  we  allow  and  exhort  all  perfons 

to  read  the  holy  fcriptures  diligently.  They,  on  the  contrary, 

have  ezprefsly  decreed,  that,  fince  the  promifcuous  allowance 

of  bibles  in  the  vulgar  tongue  does   more  harm  than  goOd 

(thefe  are  the  very  words  of  the  index  publiflied  in  confe- 

^oence  of  the  council  of  Tr^/f/V  order),  no  one  ihall  be  fu(^ 

fered  to  read  tranflations  of  fcripture,  even  though  made  by 

Catholics,  as  they  call  themfelves,  unlefb  the  biihop  or  inqui- 

fitor,  by  the  advice  of  the  curate  or  confcfTor,  give  him  leave 

in  writing :  and  whoever  tranfgrefles  this  rule,  ihall  not  be 

abfolved  till  he  gives  up  his  bible.     Nay,  throughout  tho 

whole  kingdom  of  Spain^  all  bibles  in  their  own  tongue  are 

tbfdutely  forbidden.     And  iq  all  Popiih  countries,  getting 

one,  by  the  means  here  prefcHbed,  being  a  matter  of  time, 

tnd  form,  and  difficulty,  and  fufpicion,  the  generality  iieldom 

pat  themfelves  to  the  trouble  of  it.     So  that  in  many  parts 
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of  the  v^rld  there  are  great  multitudes  of  that  communion, 
who  perhaps  have  never  either  read  or  heard,  in  their  own 
tongue,  one  chapter  of  the  Bible  in  their  whole  lives.  Or  it* 
any  one  does  aik  for  leave,  it  is  never  granted,  where  they 
dare  refufe  it,  excepting  to  fuch  as  they  are  well  afTured  be- 
forehand will  fee  nothing  there  but  what  they  are  bidden. 
So  that  where  they  have  periDiiliotr  to  read  the  fcripture,  tliey 
have  none  to  underlland  it.  Befides  that;  this  permiiHon,  evea 
in  thofe  countries  where  they  are  obliged  to  indulge  it  the 
mod  freely,  as  in  our  own,  is  but 'during  pleafure,  and  may 
at  aiiy  time  be  taken  away  when  it  will  ferve  the  turn  bet-r 
ter  :  nor  dare  the  poor  deluded  people,  upon  pain  of  damna-* 
tion,  help  tbemfelves.  And  as  to  Proteftant  tranilations,  hav- 
ing one  is  looked  on  as  a  mark  of  herefy ;  for  whidi,  in  this 
very  nation,  poor  creatures  have  been  burnt,  and  theif  bibles 

'with  them.  Which  praiElice  now,  think  you,  is  the  Tighter, 
theirs  or  ours  ?  What  authority  can  there  be  on  earth  to  for- 
bid any  part  of  mankind  from  reading  v^h^t  heaven  hath  re- 
vealed to  them  "i  It  is  the  law  of  our  lives,  the  foundation  of 
pur  hopes  ;  God  hath  given  it  tp  vis,  ^nd  man  hath  no  right 
to  take  it  from  us.  But  they  tell  us,  it  is  from  kindnefs  they 
do  it :  for  there  is  great  danger  that  the  fcripture  may  be 
xnifunderilood  and  perverted :  unlearned  and  unftahle  nun  *,  St- 
^etet  hath  declared,  m(iy  wrejl  it  to  their  <nvn ' deftruBion. 
Now  this  is  poflible  indeed  :  and  fo  it  is  poilihle  every  thing 
may  be  applied  to  an  ill  purpofe  :   health,  ftrength, .  food,  li- 

'  berty,  common  day-light :  but  is  this  a  reafon  for  taking 
away  any  of  them  ?  It  is  polllble  th^t  perfons  may  do  tbem- 
felves harm  by  having  the  fpriptur^^  ;  but  is  it  not  fomt thing 
inore  than  poffible,  that  they  may  fuffer  harm  from  the. want 
of  them  ;  and  he  deftrayed^  as  the  prophet  tells  us,  yir  lach  •/ 
knowledge \'i  Why  do  not  thefe  perfons,  who  are  fo  very  cau- 
tious in  this  cafe,  (hew  the  fame  caution  in  others,  which 
furely  need  it  full  as  muph  ?  Why  do  they  never  reftrain  any 
body  from  image-worlhip,  for  fear  of  their  falling  into  idola^ 
try  ?  Why  do  they  never  forbid  the  ufe  of  indulgences,  for  fear  of 
^heir  being  miflaken  for  a  licence  to  (in  I  Multitudes  of  quef- 
tipns  like  thef6  might  be  with  equal  reafon  aiked  :  and  it  is 

very 
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veiy  flrangei  methinks,  that  thej  fhould  f>e  fufplcious  oF  no- 
thiog  doing  harm  but  the  Bible.  But  after  al]|  is  the  danger 
fovvfy  great?  Hath  God  Almigbt/  infpired  men  to  write 
and  publifh  fo  exceedingly  unfate  a  book,  and  fo  verj  unfit 
to  be  read  by  the  generality  of  thofe  for  whom  he,  intended 
it,  that  had  not  the  church  of  Rome,  in  their  great  wifdom/ 
forbidden  perfons  to  look  into  it,  without  their  leave^  it  might 
have  done  infinite  harm,  and  does  not  a  little  flill  ?  We  can- 
Dot  think  lo.  Men  were  liable  to  make  an  ill  ufe  of  things, 
to  fall  into  errors  and  herefies,  iii  all  ages :  yet  neither  the 
prophets  under  the  Old  Tellament,  nor  our  Saviour  and  his 
apoftles  in  the  times  of  the  New,  ever  bethought  thenjfelves 
of  this  way  for  preventing  it ;  but  recommend  and  enjoin  the 
reading  of  fcripture  in  the  ftronged  terms.  Now  it  is  won- 
derful they  ihould  not  be  as  wife  as  thofe  who  come  after 
them.  St.  Peter  himfelf,  who.  mentions  this  danger  of  men's 
^nrtfting  the  fcriptures,  yet  does  not  in  the  leaft  blag^e^  but 
fuppofe,  every  man's  reading  them  notwithftanding.  And 
St.  Paul,  whofe  epiflles  were  the  very  fcriptures  they  wreft-' 
cd,  yet  never  requires  them  to  be  kept  from  any  one  Chrif- 
tian  of  the  feveral  churches  be  writes  to ;  nay,  moil  ftridly 
requires  the  contrary,  concerning  an  epillle  as  liable  to  be 
milunderliped  as  any  of  them  all,  and  which  afiually  was 
mifunderftood  immediately  ;  I  mean  his  firfl  epiflle  to  the 
*tbejfahnians^  Yet  notwithilanding  that,  /  charge  you  by  the 
Lord,  (ays  he,  that  this  efijile  be  read  unto  all  the  holy  bre^ 
tbr€/t\  Did  then  the  ancient  Chriilians,  in  whofe  days  there 
were  herefies  in  great '  plenty,  did  they  reftrain  any  of  the 
people  from  reading  the  fcriptures,  in  order  to  pref«rve  them 
from  herefy  ?  No  :  the  Romanifts  do  not  pretend  it.  They 
well  know,  that  a  man*s  delivering  up  his  Bible  was  always, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  the  mark  o{  apollafy  from  religion.  They 
know  there  is  no  one  thing  almbil  fo  much  infiQed  on  by  fa- 
thers and  councils,  as  the  necedity  that  a|l  perfons,  without 
exception,  fiiould  be  well  acquainted  with  the  word  of  God. 
Thus  little  apprehenfive  was  the  primitive  church  of  any  dan* 
gcr  from  this  praftice.  The  church  of  Rome,^  we  own,  has 
fome  caufe  to  be  apprehenfive.     For  had  the  people  once  ge- 
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tteral  liberty  to  read  and  judge  from  fcriptore,  there  is  grwJt 
danger  they  might  come  in  general  to  fee,  what  now  they 
who  do  fee  dare  not  own,  how  widely  it  differs  from  the  doc- 
trines commonly  taught  them.  We  Acknowledge  then  they 
are  wife  in  their  generation*  The  fcripture  is  againft  them, 
and  they  will  be  againll  the  fcripture  :  lower  its  credit  as  fatr 
as  they  dare:  keep  it  out  of  mens  bands  where  they  can; 
and  where  they  cahnot,  they  pervert  it  by  falfc  tranflations, 
obfcure  it  by  falfe  glolTes,  and  mate  it  of  none  effeB^  by  fetting 
^  Yip  a  pretended  authority  of  interpreting  it  to  quite  another 
thing  than  it  evidently  nieans.  We,  God  be  thanked,  need 
not  theft  arts,  and  we  ufe  them  not.  We  permit,  we  befeech, 
we  require  you  all  to  read  the  fcriptures  diligently,  and  judge 
of  their  meaning  impartially ;  to  compare  with  them  every 
thing  we  teach  you,  and  believe  nothing  but  what  you  find 
agreeable  to  them.  We  haTe.no  fear  of  your  being  poifoned 
by  the  food  of  life,  or  led  into  error  by  the  word  of  trnih. 
On  the  contrary,  we  know  not  any  furer  way  of  preferving 
men  from  errors,  and  thofe  of  the  church  of  Kome  in  parti- 
cular, than  that  which  St.  Faul  prefcribes  Timothy y  in  the 
third  chapter  of  his  fecond  epiftle.  T%is  know^  that  in  the 
laft  days  perilous  times  Jhall  come.  Evil  men  and /educers /hall 
wax  wor/e  and  worjij  deceiving  and  being  deceived.  But  roff- 
tinue  thou  in  thofe  things  which  thou  haft  learned^  and  baft  hent 
affured  of  knowing  of  whom  thou  baft  learned  them  :  and  that 
from  a  child  thou  haft  /known  the  holy  fcriptures^  which  are 
able  to  make  thee  wife  unto  falvation^  through  faith  which  is  iff 
Chriftyefus.  j^ll  fcripture  is  given  by  injpiration  of  God^ 
and  is  profitable  for  doBrine^  for  reproof  for  corre&ion^  for 
inftruBion  in  ri.hteouf  efs^  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  per* 
fettj  thorough  furnijhed  unto  all  good  works, 

Tliere  are  Ttiil  many  other  points,  in  which  great  corrup-* 
tions  of  ihe  Romifh  church  might  be  ftiewn  you.  Such  is 
their  equalling  tlie  apocryphal  books  to  the  canonical,  which 
the  ancient  Ciiriflians  did  not.  Such  is  their  modem  addition 
ot  five  new  facraments  to  thofe  two  which  Chrift  appointed, 
and  makLng  the  belief  of  this  precife  number  eflential  to  fal- 
▼atioiy;  mdkir?g  aifo  the  prieft's  intention  fo  neceflary  to  the 
benefit  of  the  lacraments,  that  nobody  fnall  be  the  better  for 
them  without  it :  a  perfou  baptifed,  for  iuilance,  (hall  be  no 
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Chriiiiao  notwithftanding,  if  the  prieft  had  malice  enough  to 
dc6gn  he  {hould  not.  Of  the  fame  bad  tendency  is  their  bu- 
fjiag  every  part  of  religion  tinder  a  load ,  of  rites  and  cere- 
moaies,  that  turn  it  into  outward  ihew,  and  giving  it  the  ap« 
pesnnce  of  art  magic,  by  an  infinity  of  abfurd  fuperAitions,  ' 
manj  of  them  the  undeniable  rennains  of  Heathenifm  very  litt- 
tk  difgnifed  ;  their  engaging  fuch  multitudes  of  people  in 
TOWS  of  celibacy  and  uielefs  retirenaent  from  the  world  j  their 
obliging  them  to  fiJly  au Verities  and  abflinences,  of  no  real 
value,  as  matters  of.  great  merit  ;  their  exceflive  veneration 
of  relics,  moft  of  them  fictitious  and  unfit  to  be  thus  honour* 
«d,  ^cre  th<ry  ever  fo  genuine  ;  their  inventions  of  romantic 
legends  and  lying  miracles,  which  make  weak  and  unlearned 
perfons  believe  any  thing  ;  and  too  many  of  thofe,  who  fee 
through  them,  believe  nothing.  And  befidcs  thefe  and  other 
errors  in  fpiritual  matters,  there  are  many  more  of  mod 
twghty  confideradon  in  temporals,  which  they  zealoufly 
maintain  ;  their  claim  of  punifhing  whom  they  pleafe  to  call 
heretics  with  penalties,  imprifonments,  tortures,  death;  their 
excomoiunicating  and  depofing  kings  ;  their  forbidding  divine 
worlkip  through  whole  nations  at  once  ;  their  annulling  the 
moft  facred  promifes  and  engagements,  when  made  to  the 
prgadice  of  tl»cir  church  ;  their  drawing,  by  wicked  artifices, 
the  wealth  of  all  countries  to  the  fupport  of  their  own  ty- 
nnny.  But  many  of  thcfe  things  I  have  fct  in  a  proper  light 
to  jou  on  other  occafions,  and  dwelling  on  all  would  be  end- 
kfe,  as  well  as  unneceflary.  Enough,  1  hope,  hath  been  faid 
10  jbew  you  which  are  in  the  right ;  and  that  this  is  the  trm 
gTMe  0/  God  wherein  ye  ftand.  For  obferve  ;  as  the  whole 
«liiiD  of  the  church  of /?«ot^  depends  upon  her  being  in  all 
•points  infallibley  fo,  if  in  any  fingle  point  (he  proves  to  be 
miftaken,  her  pretence  of  being  believed  in  the  reft  falls  en- 
tirely to  the  ground.  But  indeed,  though  for  your  fuller  fa« 
tw&ftion  1  have  confuted  many  of  her  dodrines,  yet  any  per- 
foo  may  have  fuflScient  fatisfaftion  of  his  own  being  in  the 
nght  way,  without  fo  much  as  knowing  or  having  heard 
what  any  one  of  her  doArines  is.  For  let  him  but  keep  clofe 
to  the  cre^d  and  the  commandments ;  believe  thofe  things 
^ich  (cripture  bath  made  neceflary  to  be  believed  ;  and  do 
*ofc  things  which  fcripture  hath  made  neceflary  to  be  done  9 
6  •sA 
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and  he  is  under  no  manner  of  obligation  to  inquire,  what  anjr 
.  church  on  earth  thinks  fit^  to  believe  or  do  befides.  Many 
opinions  may  be  true  and  ui'eful  \  many  pra£l>ces  majr  be  io* 
nocent  and  edifying  ;  but  nothing  can  be  mat^r  of  necef&ty, 
except  what  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  have  required  as  terms  of 
falvation.  Every  perfon,  that  complies  with  thefe,  is  a  true 
Chriftian  ;  every  church  that  teaches  thefe,  is  a  true  church: 
and  neither  ignorance  nor  error,  about  anj  other  matters,  can 
forfeit  our  title  to  everlafiing  life.  Search  then  the  fcriptures 
and  fee  :  is  there  any  one  thing  made  neceflary  there  whidi , 
our  church  forbids  ?  Is  there  any  one  thing  declared  finful 
there  which  our  church  requires  ?  If  not,  let  other  churches 
prohibit  or  enjoin  as  they  pleafe  at  their  own  peril.  We  are 
*  no  way  bound  to  inquire  what  they  do,  or  whj«  Letting 
alone  their  peculiarities,  we  are  fure  is  fafe.  Whether  mak^ 
ing  ufe  of  them  be  or  not,  is  their  bufinefs  to  conii^er,  not 
ours.  .  So  that  were  tranfubftantiation,  for  infiance,  and  pur- 
gatory true ;  •  were  the  worfliip  of  images  and  praying  to 
faints  lawful,  which,  God  knows,  they  are  far  from  being; 
yet  as  there  is  no  pretence  that  they  are  neceflary  dodrines 
and  praftices,  the  miflake  of  rejeifting  them  could  have  no 
harm  in  it ;  but  the  uncharitablenefs  of  condemning  and  ao- 
cu^og.thofe  who  reje£k  them  may  have  great  harm.  For 
when  once  Ct)rift  hath  faid,  believe  and  do  fuch  and  focli 
things,  and  you  fliall  be  faved ;  who  is  it  that  fliall  dare  to 
fisy,  believe  and  do  more,  or  you  fliall  not  be  faved  ?  It  is 
dreadful  arrogance,  therefore,  which  the  church  of  Rome  fliews 
in  this  refpeft  ;  coining  new  articles  of  faith,  fome  of  which 
they  own  were  not  artigles  of  faith  from  the  beginning  ;  and 
fentencing  men  to  hell  for  not  believing  what,  before  that 
fentence,  themfelves  acknowledge  nobody  was  bound  to  be^ 
lieve*  This,  you  fee,  is  changing  the  terms  of  the  Chriflian 
covenant  arbitrarily,  and  making  a  new  gofpel  at  their  own 
pleafure.  Bat  in  oppofition  to  their  deciflons  and  anatbemaSf 
hear  one  of  St.  Paul :  T[%ougb  an  angel  from  heaven  preach 
any  other  gofpel  unto  you  than  that  which  we^  the  apoflles  of 
Chrifl,  have  preached^  let  him  be  accurfed.  Truft  then  your- 
felves  on  this  foot :  for  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay%  thtm 
that  which  they  laid  *•    Nor  indeed  did  the  primitive  churcb» . 

for' 

•  X  Cor.  iii.  XX, 
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inr  ferenl  hundreds  of  years,  attempt  it,  or  make  any  doc- 
tiioe  neceflary  which  we  do  not,  as  the  learbed  well  know 
from  their  writings,  «nd  the  unlearned  may  know  from  the 
mod  aocient  of  their  creeds,  which  we  now  ufe  in  our  con« 
fiaot  fervicc.  '  Afterwards  indeed  needlefs  additions  firft  cr^pt 
ip,  then  falfe  ones  :  but,  bad  they  begun  ever  fo  much  fooner, 
our  caufc  had  received  no  prejudice.  To  the  law  and  to  the 
Ufimmy^  as  the  prophet  direft^,  we  appeal :  if  they /peak  not 
occorMsg  to  this  word^  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them  *. 

•  IT.  Tiii.  aoi 
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The  Sacred  Scriptures  the  onlV  Infallible  Rule  6r 
Faith  and  Practice. 


1  Pet.  v.  I  In 


^■"^^Exborting  and  tejlifying  that  this  is  the  true  grace  of  God 
wherein  yejland* 

I  COME  now  to  conclade  tlie  fubjefl  on  tvhich  I  have  been 
fo  long  emplojed.  A  fufficient  number  of  the  dodrine& 
of  the  Romanifts  have  been  confidered,  and  what  thej  plead 
for  them  examined.  But  befides  the  p]ea$  the/  make  Car 
each  in  particular,  they  have  others  for  all  in  general.  Should 
thejy  wuen  thej  want  to  make  a  convert,  fairlj  propofe  to 
him  each  of  their  notions  feparatelj,  and  give  him  proofs, 
firft  that  it  is  true,  and  then  that  it  obliges  him  to  quit  our 
communion  for  theirs ;  this,  thej  are  fenfible,  would  be  a 
hopelefs  undertaking  :  and  therefore,  verj  wifelj,  they  are 
for  Ihorter  work  i  and  have  general  arguments,  it  feems,  to 
prove  that,  let  their  dodlrines  or  ours  be  what  they  will,  we 
muft  be  in  the  wrong,  and  they  in  the  right. 

One  of  thefe  arguments  is  their  infallibility;  but  this,  I 
hope,  was  fully  confuted  in  my  fird  difcourfe,  and  indeed  ia 
every  one  fince.  For  it  is  in  vain  for  them  to  pretend  they 
cannot  be  miftaken,  if  it  appear  but- in  any  iiogle  inftaoce  that 
they  are. 

Another  is,  that  Proteftants^  not  being  of  the  Roman  churchy 
are  not  of  the  catholic  church  ;  for  the  catholic  church  is  but 
one,  and,  out  of  it,  there  is  no  falvation.  Now,  we  acknow^i 
ledge  it  is  but  one  body  under  one  head,  Chrift  Jefus ;  but 
then  in  this  oneiiody  there  are  many  members ;  and  why  are 
not  the  churches  of  Greece^  Afia^  and  Africa  ^  why  is  not  onra 
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us  true  a  member  of  it  as  theirs  ?  On  what  authority,  if  names 
were  worth  difputing  about,  do  they  ingrofs  that  of  Catholic 
to  diemfelves  ?  Do  not  we  profefs  the  true  catholic  faith,  that 
faith  which  the  univerfal  church  received  from  the  apoftles  ? 
We  profefs  it  much  purer  than  they.     Are  the  facraments 
more  duly  adminidered  by  them  than  by  us  ?    Far  from  it : 
For  of  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fjupper,  one  half  they  have 
tiken  away  from  the  laity ;  and  concerning  the  other  half^ 
thqr  have  taught  the  moft  monilrous  abfurdities,  and  biiilt 
on  them  the  moft  fhocking  idolatry.     Then,  for  that  of  bap- 
lifm,  we  adminifter  it  with  water  alone,  juft  as  Chrift  ap- 
pointed, whereas  they  have  added  oil,  fait,  fpittle,  and  I  know 
not  what,  as  if  it  were  on  purpofe  to, make  it  as  unlike  his 
bftitution  as  they  can.     Is  then  the  appointment  or  ordina- 
tion of  their  clergy  more  valid  or  more  regular  than  ours  ? 
On  no  account  whatever.     For  if  they  brought  down  the  fuc- 
ceiEon  uninterrupted  to  the  reformation,  we  have  certainly 
prcferved  it  uninterrupted  fince  ;  which  now  th^y  niay  be 
aOiamed  to  deny,  (ince  a  learned  man  of  their  own  commu" 
nion  hatli  fuHy  proved  it.     And  confequently,  for  them,  who 
are  but  a  very  unfound  pslrt  of  the  catholic  church,  to  call 
themfelves  the  whole  of  it,  is  quite  as  abfurd  as  for  a  dif- 
eafcd  limb  (though  perhaps  the  larger  for  being  difeafed),  to 
1)e  called  the  whole  body.     But  they  will  fay,  we  feparated, . 
and  fo  cut  off  ourfelves  from  the  catholic  church  dt  the  refor-' 
mation.    I  anfwer,  we  did  not.    We  only  caft  out,  as  was  our 
duty,  the  errors,  that  were  crept  in  ;  and  we  did  it  by  the 
lawful  authority  of  our  fuperiors,  both  ecclefiaftical  and  civiL 
Upou  which  the  church  of  Romey  inftead  of  itnitating  our 
good  example,  commanded  all  they  could  influence  to  quit 
oar  communion.     It  is  they  then  who  miide  the  Reparation, 
aod  it  is  they  that  continue  it.     We  are  ready  ftill  to  join  in 
communion  with  them,  up6n  the  terms  of  the  gofpel ;  and 
they  rcfufe  to  join  with  us,  but  upon  terms  of  their  own  de- 
vifing.     Now,  when  two  churches  break  communion  with 
one  another,  though  it  is  always  a  fault,  yet  it  does  not  al- 
ways follow,  that  either  of  them  is  thereby  broken  off  from 
the  catholic  church,  any  more  than  it  follows,  that  when  two 
men  bre^k  off  acquaiotance,  one  of  them  is  broken  off  fr'om  * 
the  civil  fociety  to  which  _they  belong.  But  when  pn«  Church 
Vol.  III.  N  ,    fcall 
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ihall  exoommunicate  another,  merely  becanie  the  govemorff- 
of  that  other  made  fuch  alterations  in  it  as  fcripture  warrants^ 
and  becaufe  the  people  complied  with  tho&  aherations^.  fuch 
an  inftance  of  prefumptioa  and  uncharitaUeneis^is  much  more 
likely  to  cut  off  thbfe  that  ufe  it  from  the  church  QrChrifi>. 
than  thofe  againft  whomu  it  is  ufed.  BiU  fuppofing  we  had 
«ven  aacAwithouty.and  feparated  from^  oiar  church  gpvcr- 
nprs^  as  our  Proteftant  brethren  abroad  were  forced  to  'do» 
w^there  not  a.caufe  ?  When  the  word  of  God  wa»- hidden 
firom.men^.and'his.woriBip  performed  in  an  unknown  tongue;, 
i^hen  pernicious  falfohoods  were  req.uired  to  be  profefled,  and 
lihful  t^ms  of  communion  to  be  Compiled  with  \.  when  church 
authority,  by  fupporting  fuch  things  as  thefe^  became  incon* 
fiftent  with  the  ends  for  which  it  was  eftabliflied ;  what  re- 
medy  was  there  but  to  throw  it  off,  and  form  new  eftablifli* 
ments  t  If  in  thefe  there  were  any  irregularities^  they  were 
the  faults,  of  thofe  who  forced  men  into  them ;  and  are  of  no 
confequence^  in  comparifon  with  the  reafon'that  made  a 
change  ndceflary.  For  were,  a  man  to  feparate  himfelf  from 
every  church  he  knows  on  earth,  in  order  to  obey  the  laws 
of  Chrift,.  he  wonld  ftill  be  a  moft  valuable  member  of  that 
general  ajfemhly  and  cburd  of  the  firfiJtfum^  tBat  are  written 
in  beaten*.  For  wBat  communion  hath  light  tuiti  darknefsf , 
And  what,  agreement  hath  tie  ^temple  of  God  with  idols  f 
Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them^  and  be  ye  feparate,  faith 
the  Lordy,  and  I  toiH  receive  you^  and  will  be  a  father  untik 
you,  and  ye  Jball  be  mvfons^  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord 
Almighty  \. 

But  it  is  an  £M*ticle  of  faith,  they  tell  us,  that  the  church  of 
Konte  is  the  mother  and  miilrefs  of  all  churches  \  and  there- 
fore to  caft  oiF  her  authority,  can  never  be  lawful.  We  an- 
fwer,  the  m^other  of  all  chu^hes- flie  certaixdy  is  not.  For  in 
yerufakm  wfts- the  firft  Chriftian  Ibciety,  and  ffom  thence 
were  derived  man^  others,,  more  ancient  than  that  of  Rome* 
Nor  was.  that  churoli  the  mother  of  the  Briti/b  churches,  nor 
of  all  the  Englifj.  But  had  the  firft  perfons,  that  founded  the 
gofpel  here,  been  fent  from  Rome,  that  had  given  them  na 
manner  of  authority  over  us.     Whence  is  flie  then  the  mif-^ 

trefe? 

•-  Heb.  xiL  13.  \  *  e'er,  ^15, 16, 17, 4Z^ 


8flu  (31.  ilf  Vttlj  Rule  ofFaith^  &c.  99 

treb  ?  Why,  St.  PW^  waa  head  of  the  church,  and  the  bi- 
lk^ of  Roffie  are  his  f|icce£R>rs.  But  the  fcripture  teHs  us, 
€bn^  it  be€utf^fiht  cburch  *,  und  tdls  us  of  no  other.  We 
own  h  was  faid.  to  St.  Pettr^  'Upon  this  rack  will  I  build  my 
€hwr&\.  But  this  rock,  for  aiigfat  they  cfm  ever  -prave, 
might  be,  not  St.  Peter* s  perfoi|,  but  his  oonfeffion  made  im« 
mediatdy  before^  that  ^efus  was  'tbe-Gbrift.  Or,  if  the  x^hurch 
'Was  to  be  .built  on  St.  Beter^  ytt  not'on  him  alone,  but  upon 
tie  foumdation  pf  all  the  ap6]ttet  and  propbets,  as  St.  Pa^ 
teaches  expreisly  {«  And  accordingly,  tbe  ^all  of  tbe  new 
yemfakm,  or  church  of  God,  is  faid  to  bave  twelve  founda^ 
tioKs,  on  which  were  tbe  names  of  tbe  twele  apojlles  of  tbt 
lamb  (•  To  St.  Peter  indeed  it  was  promifed,  tbat  tbe  keyt 
if  tbe  imgdom  of  beavenjbould  be  ^ven  bitn,  and  that  wbaU 
ever  be  bound  or  loofed  on  eartb,  Jbould  be  bound  or  loofcd  in 
beavtn  H-.  But  this  ^ery  fame,  and  other  as  great  things,  are 
iaid  to  fdl  the  apoftles  equally  ^.  St.  Peter  wi3  appointed 
by  Chrift  to  feed  bitjbeep^* ;  but  fo  Purely  was  every  one  of 
them.  The  firft  rank  therefore  he .  might  have  among  the 
^ftlcs,  but  authority  over  them  not  the  leaft.  On  the  con- 
tiaiy,  St.  Paul  tells  us,  that  be  witbjlood  St.  Peter  to  the 
fcce^  lecaufe  be  was  to  be  blamed  W  :  and  fays  of  himfetf,  in 
tWQ  different  places,  that  he  was  in  nothing  behind^  not  a 
Vfbii  behind,  tbe  very  chief efl  apoftles  %%.  Buttiad  St.  Peter 
poflefled  ever  fo  much  authority,  idiat  is  .that  to  the  church 
^{  Rome  I  Why,,  St.  Peter  was  bifliop  .o£  Rofne,  Btrt  even 
this  is  what  they  can  never  prove,  nor  is  it  probable.  Or  if 
kc  was,  perhaps  it  was  -only  of  the  "Jewifh  Chriftians  at  Rome. 
For  St«  Paul  tells  us,  tbe  gofpd  of  tbe  uncircumci/ion  was  com^ 
mated  to  bim^  and  that  of  the  circumcijion  to  Peter  {$  ;  and  the 
yewifi?  church  there  is  extinfl;.  Or  if  bilhopof  aU  Rome,  he 
was  biihop,  they  fay,  alfo  of  yintioch ;  and  why  muft  their 
diareh  inherit  his  authc!;rity  more  than  that  church  ?  But 
why  indeed  muft  it  be  inherited  at  all  ?  It  was  given  perfon- 
illy  to  St.  Peter  as  an  apoille  :  what  had  others  to  do  with  it 
who  were  no  apoftles,  though  they  did  fucceed  him  as  bi- 

N  a  fliops  ? 

•  Epli.  i.  11.  IT.  1^.      t  Mat<h.  xyL  1 8.      \  Eph.  ii.  ao.      §  Rev.  xxi.  14. 
I  Matt.  xn.  19.    t  Matt,  xviii.  18.  John  xx.  13.     ••  John  xxi.  15, 16, 1 7.   '. 
tt  Gil  ii.  Ill  \\i  Cor.  xi.  5.  xii.  11.  {§  Gal  ii.  7. 
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{bops  ?  All  pre-eminence  of  one  church  above  another  waa 
nothing  originalljr,  but  an  inftitution  of.  men  for  convenience 
and  order,  Rome  b^ing  the  chief  city  in  the  world,  it  waa 
natural  to  look  on  the  biiliop  of  Rome  as  the  chief  biihop. 
And  precedence  being  thus  allowed  them,  bj  time  and  (Oppor- 
tunity, and  arts  that  were  often  very  wicked  ones,  they  im- 
proved it  into  a  claim  of  authority ;  to  which,  though  not 
near  the  whole  church  ever  fubmitted,  yet  at  length  a  grcaj: 
part  did.  Then  to  the  prerogative,  of  which  tluy  had  thn? 
by  degrees  sot  poflcfTion,  they  began  to  pretend  Chrift  him- 
fclf  had  originally  given  them  a  right.  And  liavir  g  managed 
fo  well,  that  part  of  the  v.orld  believed  them,  aiid  part  durft 
not  contradift  thcni,  they  took  on  them  the  title  of  uuiverfal 
bifliops,  which  one  of  themfclves  ,iiot  long  before  had  declarT. 
ed,  whoever  ihould  take,  was  the  forerunner  of  Antichrift, 
And  then,  under  this,  they  claimed  all  power  over  the  fouls, 
bodies,  and  fortunes  of  men,  and  cxcrcifcd  it  with  all  poi&ble 
infolence,  rapaeioufnefs,  cruelty  and  impiety. 

Now  what  could  there  be  done,  v;hen  fuch  a  power  wa§ 
thus  acquired,  and  thus  exercifal,  but  to  throw  it  off,  and  af- 
fert  that  liberty  to  which  we  had  an  undoubted  right  ?  For 
as  to  any  fchcnie  of  coming  to  terms,  never  did  the  church  of 
Rome  rec2(ie  from  any  one  prctcnfion  fhe  ever  made,  llio 
excrcife  of  autliority  ilic  hath  omitted  indeed,  whenever  fiie 
durft  not.exeixifj  it ;  but  all  her  claims  flie  hath  conilantly 
kept  up,  and  excciriinanicatfr j  yearly,  to  this  day,  eVery  prince 
in  Chrij}end^;Ti^  that  fliaU  rcivfe  obedience  to  any  conftitution 
oi'  the  Po^^e's  whatever.  It  is  true,  even  the  Popi/b  princes 
at  prcfcnt  rcg?.rd  not  this  excommimication,  and  flie  knows 
iiot  how  to  mcke  them  regard  it.  But  were  once  the  Pro^ 
triflaals  rLUuitcd  to  that  cl.urch,  on  the  terms  of  allowing  her 
any  lupcricritv,  v.ho  knows  how  foon  a  power,  that  had  once 
rifen  from  nothiiir  to  that  ff/innuable  height  which  it  had  at- 
tained, n-.ay  rife  t:^;T.::i  to  be  as  fonaidablc  as  ever? 

Another  of  tlic'r  pkas  is  thi3  :  That  which  was  the  ancient 
religion  ard  church  muft  be  the  true  one.  Now  where  wa^ 
your  church,  fuy  they,  before  Ilmry  the  VIII.?  Where 
w;n  30. ir  religion  before  Luther  f  We  aafwer,  our  church 
was  before  that  time  juft  where  it  is  now  ,  only  then  it  was 
corrupttd  v.'ith  \i\\\\\y  Unful  crrorj,  from  which  it  is  now  |"e. 
•  formedx 
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'  £itiBed.  Still  if  is  the  fame,  churdi  it  was  before  ;  jtift  ae  a 
jDBn  formerly  addiAed  to  many  vices,  and  afflidled  with  manj 
diftempersy  continues  the  fame  man,  after  he  hath  forfaken 
the  one,  and  recovered  from  the  other ;  and  it  would  be  yerj 
&nm^  to  make  his  alteration  for  the  better  an  obje^ioa 
tgainft  him.  And  for  our  religion,  where  was  that  before 
Lather  ?  Whj,  wherever  Chriftianity  was.  Did  Lutber  in- 
tent the  creed,  the  ten  comnriandments,  the  two  facraments  ? 
Tbefe  are  the  things  in  which  our  religion  confifts,  and  theirs 
confifis  in  the  fame ;  only  they  have  added  by  degrees  a  num- 
ber of  ncedlefs,  falfe,  and  wicked  things  to  them,  Which  we 
liave  caft  off  again.  Our  religion  therefore  is  the  ancient 
Chriftianity,  profefied  from  the  days  of  the  apoftles.  But 
where  was  their  religion  in  thofe  days,  I  mean  the  do&rines 
is  which  they  difier  from  us  ?  All  of  them  hundreds  of  years 
later ;  many  of  them  a  thoufand ;  feme  of  them  eftabliihed  no 
kmger  ago  than  the  council  of  Irenty  which  is  iince  the  time 
of  Luther.  For  then,  and  not  before,  was  it,  tliat  they  filled 
np  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  which  had  long  been 
growing  ;  equalled  their  own  traditions  to  the  word  of  God ; 
and  added  a  new  creed  to  the  old  one.  Our  rejefting  their 
additional  dodrines,  we  own,  is  new ;  and  no  wonder,  for  the 
doftrines  thcmfelves  are  new.  Some  of  them  indeed  reigned 
much  too  long :  had  they  been  rejected  fooner,  it  had  been 
the  better  -,  but  better  late  than  never.  Still,  our  denying 
thefc  is  no  more  part  of  our  religioK,  properly  fpcaking,  than 
our  denying  Mahotnetanifm^  or  the  idolatry  of  the  Cbinefe^ 
is  part  of  our  religion.  Were  it  not  for  their  preffing  them 
upon  us,  our  people  ihould  never  hear  them  mentioned.  We 
take  no  pleafure  in  expofing  their  abfuidities,  but  are  hear- 
tilj  grieved  at  them  ;  and  have  much  better  employment  for 
our  hearers  than  thcfc  controverfics,  did  net  their  reftlefs  en- 
deavours to  per\'ert  men  make  it  fometimes  neceffary. 

Bat  this  plea  of  their  church  being  the  moft  ancient,  they 
fometimes  put  in  a  different  form ;  and  tell  us,  that  either  the 
Romifif  church  eflabliflied  here  before  the  reformation  was 
the  church,  or  it  was  not.  If  it  was,  why  do  we  proteft 
againft  it  ?  If  it  was  not,  how  can  ours  be  a  true  church, 
which  is  derived  from  it  ?  The  &nfwcr  is  very  plain.  In  one 
ferpeft,  as  their  church  profcfftd  the  fundamentals  of  Chrif- 
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tianlQr,  it  was,  and  is  a  true  churcli ;  and  fo  hx  ours  is  de- 
rived from  it.  In  another  refpeft,  as  it  obfcured  and  contra^ 
difted  them  bj  unjuftifiable  do&rines  and  praftices,  it  was 
not  a  true  church  \  s(nd  fo  far  we  proteft  againft  it.  Their 
truths  we  have  preferved;  their  errors  we  have  rejeded.  Li 
oiie  fenfe  we  arle  the  fame  church  with  them  ftiU ;  in  the  other 
we  are  not  die  fame,  but  a  much  better^ 

Another  waj  which  they  have  of  arguing  againft  the  rc^ 
formation,  is  afperfing  the  characters  of  thofe  who  were  en«- 
gaged  in  it,  and  afcribing  bad  motives  to  them.  Now,  as  to 
€his,  if  the  nudn  thing  done  was  right,  as  it  plainly  was,  what 

'  fort  of  inflruments  God  employed  in.  it,  or  what  their  perfon- 
al  inducements  were,  is  of  no  confequence  Co  us  in  the  leaiL 
yAu  was  an  inftrument  pf  G^d  in  deftroying  Baal  out  of  IJl 
raely  and  executing  veogeance  on  the  houfe  oiAbab^  yet  very 

'  wicked  in  fome  refpeSs  *^  So  was  Henry  the  YIII.  com^ 
mend&ble  in  deftroying  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope,  yet  highly 
blameafale  in  other  things.  The  greateff  part  of  the  reform* 
ers  were  very  good  men,  and  afted  from  the  beft  of  motives* 
Some  of  them  had  doubtlefs  great  faults,  and  might  aft  from 
bad  motives,  Nay,^  fuch  as  meant  very  well,  might,  in  par- 
ticular things,  do  very  ill.  For  what  conftantly  happened  in 
all  other  cafes,  no  wonder  if  it  happened  in  this«  However, 
the  moft  blameable  were  not  near  fo  bad  as  the  malice  of  their 
'adverfaries  reprefents  them  ;  and  Had  they  been  much  worfe, 
yet  they  could  fcarce  poffibly  be  fo  bad  as  fome  of  thofe 
princes,  and  eyen  of  thofe  Popes  were,  who  built  up  the  An- 
tichriftian  power,  which  thefe  men  demoliihed. 
'  But  whatever  becomes  of  this  xomparifon,  ftiU,  upon  the 
whole,  theirs  is  the  church,  they  tell  us,  in  which  the  moft 
numerous  and  brightefl  inftances  of  devotion,  felf-4enial,  and 
good  works,  have  fhone  ^rth,  as  the  many  hiftories  of  their 
faints  fully  prove ;  ours  is  a  low,  carnal  religion ;  moft  of  our 
people  are  very  bad ;  few  or  none  of  them  eminently  good  ; 
and  that  muft  be  a  good  church  which  makes  the  beft  men. 
Now,  the  truth  is^,  thefe  magnified  inftances  of  piety  of  theirs, 
are  moft  of  them  inftances  only  of  mere  fupcrftition,  or  blind 
zeal  5  s^nd  the  fwts  which  they  have  canonized^  were,  many 

of 
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«f  them,  very  weak,  and  fome  of  them  very  wicked  perfons, 
vhofe  lives  are  pompouflj  dreiTed  up  in  legends  and  fables,  ta 
amufe  and  miflead  the  ignorant.  We,  for  our  parts,  leave 
them  to  make  a  noife  with  fanciful  ways  of  being  religious ; 
and  doubt  not^  but  we  pleafe  God  much  belter  by  perfonning 
qoiedj  the  real  duties  of  life.  And,  though  we  acknowledge 
and  lament  that  a  failure  in  thefe  is  too  general  amongft  us, 
jet  we  muft  remind  them,,  when  they  infult  us  upon  this^ 
that  there  is  no  where  on  earth  more  vile  and  more  open 
wickednefs,  than  where  Popery  reigns  without  controul.  If^ 
when  they  live  under  Proteftant  governments,  they  live  in  a 
more  Quiftian  manner,  we  are  glad  of  it :  but  ftill  we  hope^ 
eva  heft,  the  lives  of  pur  people  are  not  worfe  than  theirs ; 
aod  we  are  fure  it  is  not  the  fault  of  our  religion,  if  they  are 
not  much  better^ 

Bat,  they  tell  us,  however  thefe  things  may  be,  yet  theiv 

omummion  is  undoubtedly  the  fafer  of  the  two.     For  they 

{7  we  cannot  be  faved,  and  we  own  they  may  be  faved }  and 

that  church  is  plainly  the  fafer,  in  which  both  fides  acknow-^ 

ledge  falvation  is  to  be  had.     But  confider,.  does  their  laying 

we  are  not  fafe,  xnake  us  ever  the  leis  fb  in  reality  ?    The 

qneftioQ  is,  upon  what  grounds  do  they  fay  it  I   Why,  upon 

lone  It  all,  as  I  have  Ihewn  you.    And  dierefore  all  they  can 

pore  fay  laying  it,  is  their  own  confidence,,  of  which  thofe 

peribos  have. generally  die  moil,,  who  have  the  leaft  reafon 

for  it :  and  dieir  own  uncharitableneis,  for  which,  if  we  at 

an  mderfiand  Chrifi.ianity,  no  fide  will  ever  be  the  fafer. 

Well,  but  we  do  not  deny  that  they  may  be  faved.    No  more 

fa  I,  or  they  deny,,  but  even  a  virtuous.  Heathen  may  have 

fooae  dqjree  of  happinefs  in  another  life;     Suppofe  then  he 

lUdd  take  it  into  his  head  to  deny  that  a  Chrlftian  could, 

ft  I  torn  Heathen  to  be  of  the  fafer  fide  ?    You  fee  it  is 

jail  the  fame  cafe.    But  after  all,,  do  we  lay  it  down  as  arule^ 

vidumt  exception,  4hat  aU  Papifts  may  be  faved  ?   We  dare 

^  bj  fi).   Some  of  them  go  much  moie  unjuftifiable  lengths 

^  others :  die  iU  things-  that  many  of  them  do,  they  do  in 

¥M>nmce ;  this,,  we  hope,'  will  be  an  excufe  for  them  in  a 

peat  meafare.     Yet,  even  for  the  moft  ignorant,  their  ialva- 

^  is  grievoufly  hazardous,   amidil  fo  many  corruptions, 

rone  Ifaould  think,,  even  they  might  pevceive  to  be 
a  fuch  5. 
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fuch  ;  and  to  many  temptations  to  neglc&  that  hoRnefs^  witb^^ 
out  which  no  man  Jhcdl  fee  the  Lord**  The.  condition  of  the 
learned  amongft  them,  who,  when  the  light  is  before  their 
ejes,  continue  in  darknefs,  and  keep  others  in  it,  is  ftill  more 
dangerous.  But  in  the  worft  Hate  of  all  are  they,  who  being 
bom  children  of  light ^  return  to  darknefs  again,  and  fin  'wtX*^ 
fully  after  they  had  been  bred  up  amongft  us  in  the  kno>^- 
ledge  of  the  truth.  Yet  even  among. thefc  there  are  very 
different  degrees  of  guilt.  Such,  whofe  good  meaning  hath 
been  mifled  by  plaufible  artifices,  we  would  ftill  hope  i^eli 
of;  though  doubtlefs  they  muft  have  been  finfully  negligent 
of  informing  themfelves  concerning  the  grounds  of  their  firft 
belief,  elfe  they  had  never  left  it.  A  fecond  fort,  who  depart 
from  what,  in  their  confciences,  they  believe  is  the  truth, 
merely  becaufe  a  prefumptuous  man  tells  them,  they  cannot 
be  faved  if  they  adhere  to  it,  thefe  are  much  more  blame- 
worthy than  the  former.  But' for  fuch  as,  either  for  the  love 
of  worldly  intereft,  or  the  wretched  hope  of  reconciling  fin 
and  falvation  together,  turn  afide  from  the  way  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  fbrfakethat  pure  and  holy  communion,  which  the 
good  providence  of  CJod  hath  placed  them  in  ;  as  to  fuch,  we 
cannot  judge  favourably,  and  we  will  not  judge  hardly ;  there 
is  one  that  judgeth  +,  who  will  alfo  render,  t(P  every  man  ac^ 
cording  to  his  deeds  %  :  but  indeed  we*  can  fee  no  promife  of 
their  finding  mercy  in  that  day.  Suffer  not  yourfelves  then 
to  be  moved  either  by  vain  threatenings  or  falfe  promifes, 
nor  ever  think  to  be  fafe  in  any  other  way,  than  that  of  firft 
inquiring  carefully  what  your  duty  is,  and  then  keeping  clofe, 
to  the  praftice  of  it.  Be  aflured  it  is  fa^e  to  worftiip  C3od, 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  let  all  other  worfhip  alone  ;  faffe  to 
receive  the  holy  communion  as  our  Lord  himfelf  gave  it ;  tt 
pray  in  a  language  you  all  underftand;  and  make  that  holj 
word,  which  was  written  for  your  learning  §,  the  foundation 
and  rule  of  your  faith,  your  praftice,  and  your  hopes.  Feai 
not  but  you  are  fafe  in  doing  this,  whether  the  Ramanijls  be 
fafe  in  doing  otherwife  or  not.  God  grant  they  may  !  but 
God  forbid  that  any  of  us  fliould  try.  Bear  with  me  now 
but  a  few  minutes  longer,  whilft  I  give  you,  in  conclufion, 

fome 
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feme  feafoaable  direAions  for  your  behaviour  towards  thofe 
of  that  church. 

Fkft  then,  kt  none  of  their  bad  doftrines  or  ptadices  ever 
tenpc  jou  in  the  leaft  to  anj  hard  treatment  of  them.  Juf- 
tioe  and  mercy^  equity  and  charity,  are  main  parts  of  reli- 
gion ;  and  a  failure  in  thefe  is  one  of  the  worft  of  hereiies  in- 
to which  we  can  fell.  We  know  the  church  oi  Rome  hath 
fiiled  in  them  greatly ;  our  anceftors  have  felt  their  cruelty ; 
our  Ptoteftant  brethren  abroad  groan  under  it  at  this  day ; 
ud  may  God  preferve  us  and  our  pofhnrity  from  the  danger 
of  it ;  for  never  had  they  mercy  long  when  they  had  power. 
Ciitfiil  felf-defence  againfl  fuch  a  fpirit  mufl  be  allowed  us  ; 
botf  as  to  any  thing  farther,  in  thofe  things  for  which  we 
Usiiie  them,  let  us  not  be  Hke  them.  'The  fevere  laws  we 
hnne  in  force  againil  them,  are  not  for  their  religious  opi-i 
MOOS,  but  for  their  refufing  to  own,  and  promife  due  obedi- 
ence to,  the  government  under  which  they  live ;  and  they 
hs?e  long  experience,  that  nothing  but  abfolute  neceiTity  will 
ever  oblige  our  fuperiors  to  put  any  of  thefe  laws  into  exe-. 
CQtiGii,  Let  us  therefore  fliew,  in  our  private  capacities,  th6 
&a»e  good  temper.  As  men,  they  have  a  title  to  all  huma- 
tt^;  as  Chriftians,  though  miftaken,  they  have  a  yet  ftrong- 
er  datm  to  our  fioifbearance  and  tendernefs.  Their  dod^rines 
indocd  are  dangerous  ;  their  practices  have  been  dreadful ; 
hot  this,  in  a  great  meafure,  hath  arifen  from  ignorance,  and 
^^uolofGod^  ibougknot  according  to  knowledge^.  Numbers 
of  diem,  without  doubt,  inwardly  difapprove  religious  cruel- 
^  and  think  at  leaft  they  could  never  be  brought  to  join  in 
^hem.  However  this  may  be  (which  God  forbid  fhould  ever 
come  to  be  tried),  yet,  in  the  m^n  time,  nothing  hinders, 
^  as  in  religion  they  may,  to  the  beft  of  their  judgment,  be 
'iMttdy'pious,  So  in  common  life  they  may  be  juft  and  ho- 
Bdl,  friendly  and  neighbourly.  Let  us  therefore,  with  much 
ktter-natured  principles,  be  fure  not  to  appear  worfc-uatufed 
perfons ;  but  reconunend  our  profeffion  to  all  the  world,  'by  * 
^  iof/!foi»  which  is  from  above ^  firfi  pure ^  then  peaceable^ 
f^f  and  tafy  to  he  entrtaied^futt  of  mercy  and  goodfruits\. 
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In  the  next  place^  let  nothing  which  hath  been  faid  mak^ 
.  thofe,  who  are  not  fome  way  called  t6  it,  over-forward  to  dif- 
pute  about  thefe  matters  withperfons  of  more  learning  and 
art  than  themfdves.  For  a  man  may  have  very  good  reafons 
on  his  fide,  and  yet  be  fo  little  qualified  to  fet.  them  in  the 
beft  light,  that  an  excellent  caufe  may  be  hurt  by  want  6f 
|kill  in  managing  it.  What  I  have  endeavoured  is  only  tha( 
you  may  be  able^  as  St.  Peter  diredts,  to^  give  an  anfwer  to 
them  that  ajk  you  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  it  in  you  *.  la 
doing  which,  remember  you  are  concerned  only  to  be  on  the 
defenfive.  They  are  to  prove,  if  they  can,  that  every  one  of 
their  do&rines  is  not  only  true,. but  fa  article  of  faith  ;  and 
every  one  of  their  praAices  not  only  lawful^  but  necefiary. 
Till  they  have  done  all  this,  you  have  no  reafon  to  change  f 
tod  when  they  have  done  it,  we  allow  you  to  change. ,  But  ^ 
obferve  one  thing  j  if  you  hear  them  deny  any  of  the  points 
with  which  they  have  been  charged,  do  not  be  ftaggered  at  it*. 
Would  to  God  they  were  not  guilty  of  them  T  They  would  • 
be  more  in  the  right,  and  we  ihould  be  never  the  lefs  fo. 
iBut  do  not  think  a  charge  unjuft,  becaufe  they  confidently 
fay  it  is.  The  more  ignorant  of  them  here  among  us,-  per* 
haps,  d6  not  know  the  worft  part  of  their  dodrines  ;  and  the 
more  learned  will  not  own  them  till  they  are  forced.  Thefe 
concealments  are  no  new  things  with  them.  In  fome  coun>- 
tries  many  of  their  miillonaries  have  concealed  a  great  part 
of  the  Chriftianity  they  pretended  to  teach,  and  allowed  Hea- 
thenifm  to  be  blended  with  it,  in  order  to  n:iake  converts,  fuch 
as  they  are,  the  more  eafily.  No  wonder  then  if  here  they 
veil  over  their  corruptions  with  a  fair  malk,  which,  if  we 
do  not  piill  ofi",  they  will  hot  throve  oflF,  till  the  proper  time 
comes.  '  / 

Another  thing  is,  if  ever  you  fliould  be  prefled  with  ajiy 
of  their  arguments" which  I  have  mentioned,  and  not  perhaps 
remember  the  aiifwer  to  it,  ftill  remember  you  have  heard  • 
it  anfwered  ;  and  any  one  of  you  may,  at  any  time  when  you 
defire  it,  have  the  anfwer  repeated  and  farther  explained  to 
you.  Or  if  any  other  argument  fliould  be  ufed,  to  which  you 
cannot  of  yourfelves  reply,  confult  thofe  that  can;  tell  us 

,  your 
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joor  difficulties  in  time  ;  be  aflured  fuch  as  would  keep  jou 
from  this,  do  not  mean  honefllj  ;  give  us  but  a  fair  hearing 
before  you  determine  to  leave  us,  and  we  doubt  not  jour 
ftaying  with  us.  Even  if  any  of  you  ihould  be  unhappily- 
brought  to  think  favourably  of  fome  of  their  doftrines,  re- 
member ftill  how  monftrous  others  of  them  are  5  and  yet,  if 
Toa  do  not  fwallow  all,  you  have  done  nothing.  We  allow 
pftrfons  to  have  very  diflFerent  opinions  from  us  in  fome 
points,  and  fuSer  them  to  continue  among  us  as  very  good 
Chriftians  notvv^ithftanding ;  but  their  church  makes  no  abate- 
ment ;  their  very  groffeft  errors  muft  be  ptofelTed,  or  you  are 
none  qf  them«  Think  well  then  what  you  do ;  and,  ^  I  once 
advifed  before,  never  let  fubdety  and  fophiftry,  whether  you 
know  exactly  how  to  anfwer  it  or  not,  prevail  againft  fcrip- 
tnte  andreafon ;  but  ever  ftick  to  the  plain  word  of  God,  and 
jdain  conunon  fenfe. 

One  diredien  more  I  have  of  the  ntmoft  importance ;  which 
is,  if  ever  we  would  fecare  ourfelves  to  good  purpofe  againfl 
the  dangers  of  fiilfe  religion,  let  us  carefully  promojte  the  pro* 
fcffion  and  praftice  of  the  true.     If  perf6ns  are  bred  up  in  n6 
knowledge  o^  and  no  zeal  for,  the  principles  of  their  own 
church,  no  wonder  tiiat  they  are  eafily  carried  off  and  feduced 
into  another*     If  they  are  encouraged  to  live  withoutVegard 
to  God,  many  of  them,  however,  will  be  afraid  to  die  fo  too ) 
and  then  that  communion,  which  makes  the  largeft  promifes 
of  fbrgivenefs  on  the  eafieft  terms,  will  be  almoft'  fure  to  b^ 
en^raced  by  diem.     Men,  wife  in  their  own  imaginations, 
diink  they  are  fure  to  root  out  fuperftition,  if  they  plant  in- 
fidelity.    But  mankind  muft,  and  will  have  fome  religion ; 
.and  if  they  forfake  a  good  one,  fooner  or  later  the  uncom^ 
fortableneis  of  unbelief,  and  the  terrors  of  confcience  after  9, 
"mksA  life,  will  drive  moft  of  them  to  a  worfe.     Befides, 
*  whilft  we  are  divided  and  negligent  about  thefe  mattq^-s,  the 
cmiffiuries  of  (be  church  of  Rome  are  united  and  a&ive,  and 
never  with  more  fanguine  hopes,  than  when  they  can  plead 
experience,  that  the  liberty  allowed  by  theProteftant  religion 
leads  men  of  courfe  to  throw  off  all  religion.  Thefe  are  plain 
reafoos  for  a  public  regard  to  piety  and  virtue ;  and  there  are 
yet  more  important  ones  for  a  private  confcien^ious  pradic^ 
^  Aem  s  for  that,  after  all,  is  the  only  thing  that  will  efta- 
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bliih  us  la  the  truth,  fill  our  hearts  with  peace  and  comfort 
in  this  life,  and  give  us  everlafting  happinefs  in  the  next*  If 
•  then  you  have  any  concci*n,  either  for  the  honour  of  that. 
churph  to  which  you  belong,  for  the  welfare  of  your  country, 
or  the  falvation  of  your  fools,  let  your  cowverf&tion  be  as  be- 
Cometh  the  go/pel  ofChri/i*.  Pity  and  pray  for  them  who 
are  in  error,  that  God  would  give  them  repentance  to  the  ac-^ 
inowkdging  of  the  truth  f;  and  building  up  yourf elves ^  as  St. 
yude  exhorts,  on  your  mojl  holy  faith  ^  keep  y  our f elves  in  the 
love  of  God  ;  looting  for  the  mercy  of  our  Lord'^efus  Chrift 
unto  eternal  life  J. 

Uow^  unto  him  that  is  able  to  ieep  you  from  falling,  and  to 
prefent  you  faultUfs  before  the  prefenet  ijf  hi$  glory ^  with  ex-^ 
cee  ding  joy  y  to  the  only  wife  God  our  Saviour  be  glory  aad  mm^ 
Je/lyj  dominion  and power^  both  now  and  ever.     Amen  §• 

♦  Pjiil.  i.  J^7.    t  »  Tim.  ii,  J^v   |  Ju^c,  ▼«.  »o,  a|.    5  Jnde,  Tcr.  %^  «^. 
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HxGGAty  i.  5. 

AW  tberefare^   tbus /aiih  tie  Lord  ofHo^i,  Cwfiitr  your 

ways* 

THE  hcAtj  of  reviewing  our  paft  lives,  and  the  prefent 
ftate  of  our  hearts,  iu  order  to  approve  what  is  right,  or 
coodenm  what  is  wrong  in  either,  carries  with  it  an  evident 
oUigation  upon  aU  men,  to  exercife  it  conftantljand  upright- 
\j.  It  is  a  principle,  that  implies  in  its  very  nature  an  au« 
tlioritj  over  the  whole  of  our  condud ;  and  we  everj  one 
fifid  onrOelves  moft  intimately  bound  to  obej  its  difiates. 
Even  when  we  doubt  in  particular  how  we  are  to  ad,  we 
mail  know  in  general,  that  we  are  to  aft  as  truth  and  caa^ 
fcienoe  dlre& ;  and  not  to  examine  what  thej  direft,  or  whe- 
ther we  are  following  it,  or  tranfgreiBng  thefirft  fundamental 
bw  of  moral  agents.  So  that  indeed  God  our  Maker  faith 
to  each  of  us  continually,  by  the  inward  voice  of  our  own 
kreafts,  Ci^tifidir  jomr  v)ays*  A  precept  univerfally  acknow- 
ledged, and  highly  hoooured|*even  by  Heathens ;  but  peculi- 
ally  enforced  on  Chriftians,  %^  it  is  not  only  oken  and  fo« 
kmqly  enjoined  in  fcripture,  but,  to  fecure  all  poffible  regard 
to  it,  fiel&iexaminadon  is  incorporated  into  the  moft  facred 
rite  of  our  hxAy  religion  (participation  of  the  Ucflcd  facnu 
meat,)  as  its  vaft  importanc^e  well  deferved. 

For  in  the  midft  of  fo  mipiy  paffi<ms  and  appetites  as  com^ 
pofe  our  frame  \  fo  many  diforders  in  it  as  we  are  bom  with; 
fi>  many  more  as  we  have  fuperadded ;  fuch  powerful  temjp- 
Rations  as  furroun^  us  on  every  fide  \  we  cannot  hope,  that 
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the  carefulleft  attention  to  ourfelves  will  keep  us  entirely  free 
£rom  feults  ;  but  without  fuch  care,  we  fhall  fall  into  many 
more  and  worfe ;  we  fliaH  go  much  greater  k^gths  in  them  j 
we  fliall  continue  the  wrong  conduft  we  have  once  begun. 
Whid  to  its  guUt  and  peril,  or  only  quit  one  error  to  adopt 
uiotber,  till  we  fix  ourfelves  do wq  in  a  confirmed  ftate  of  fin 
and  mifery.  By  ^  little  negleft  of  culture,  a  foil  fo  fruitful 
of  ill  weeds,  will  foon  be  covered  with  them  ;  befides,  that 
the  bcft  inclinations  of  the  beft  minds,  if  left  to  themfelves, 
will  run  wild  and  degenerate.  And  proportionally  as  per- 
fona  are  more  exempted  from  the  free  admonition  of  others, 
the  more  certainly  and  dangeroufly  they  muft  err,  unlefs  pre- 
fcxved  by  a  moft  vigorous  ufe  of  their  own  felf-refledions. 

A  duVy,  thus  plain  and  thus  neceflary,  God  will  doubtlefs 
cxpe&  us  to  perform  very  faithfully.  Atid  what  the  Al* 
mighty  commands,  we  fhall  always  find  it  our  interefl  to  do, 
never  to  omit.  When  we  have  aded  amiis,  indeed,  we  muft 
fed  pain  in  thinking  of  it.  But  it  is  pain  in  order  to  a  cure, 
which  health  and  eafe  will  follow  ;  whereas,  the  cowardice  df 
not  fearching  our  wounds  will  inevitably  make  them  fatal 
In  foime  of  the  mofi  trifling  afikirs  of  life,  we  fhould  think  it 
4hrange}y  abfurd,  not  to  obferve  what  we  are  doing.  But 
tow  vafUy  more  is  it  fo  in  the  management  of  the  whole  of 
life ;  on  which  our  happinefe  or  mifery  depends,  in  time  aikl 
to  eternity  \ 

We  cannot  bear^  perhaps,  to  be  fo  farious.  But  if  wc  refute 
It,  fooner  or  later  we  fhall  afTuredly  be  driven  to  it.  And  ne- 
Tcr  have  there  been  in  the  world  poor  creatures  fo  dreadful- 
ly ferious,  as  they  who  have  refolved  to  be  always  gay  and 
thoughtlefs.  Terrors  of  mind,  paitis  of  body,  perplexity  of 
affairs,  have  come  to  be  their  hourly  companions,  till,  very 
cften,  life  itfelf  hath  grown  infupportable  to  them,  and  they 
liave  defperately  broken  out  of  it,  and  even  that  in  vain. 
Here,  or  hereafter  every  one  niufl  think ;  will  we  then  do  ft, 
while  it  may  avail  us ;  or,  when  it  can  only  aggravate  our 
fufferings  ?  Befides,  perfons  of  the  greatefl  levity  are  fcrious 
in  fome  points  ;.  as  eamefl  as  they  are  capable  of  being,  about 
matters  that  very  little  defervc  it ;  and  why  not  about  the 
one  thing  needful  ?    . 
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Bat,  poflibly  we  are  not  convinced  that  our  behaviour  is  of 
fiich  infinite  and  eternal  importance.  However,  ?X  leaft,  it  i^ 
of  ioiportance  to  examine,  whether- it  be  or  not.  Tl.ac  in- 
qairj  caa  do  us  no  harm ;  and  it  maj  do  us  good  bejoud 
Gonceptioa. 

li%A^  perhaps,  we  have  inquired^  and  think  there  ia  reafon 
to  doubt  of  what  we  are  commohlj  taught  concerning  thef&  - 
matters.     But  when  did  we  begin  to  think  fo  ?  Was  it  before 
vehad  gro£slj  iinned ;  or,  however,  were  prettj  miich  re** 
iolTed  to  fia,  and  wanted  to  be  made  eafj  in  it?    Or  was  it  not ' 
ia  ooniequence  of  inoagining^  that  an  infidel  way  of  thinkin^^ . 
wQuld  give  us  a  diftinguilhed  and  faihionabic  air  ?  If  fo,  what 
chance  was  there,  that  our  inquiry  fliould  be  a  fair  one  ?  It  is 
not  picl^ng.up  from  others;  or  inventing  curfelves  a  few  jcfts 
and  cavils,  or  even  real  obje&ions  againft  religion,  that  en-; 
titles  us  to  fay  we  have  examined  it ;  but  an  impartial  tho-- 
rough  (earch  into  eyery  thing,  within  our  reach,  favourable  • 
to  it,  as  well  as  contrai;y.     What  autjiors  then  have  we  read, 
vith  what  men  of  learning  and  abilities  have  we  converied 
on  the  religious  fide 'of  the  queftion  ?   And  with  what  fort  of 
^nrk  have  we  done  it  ?    We  have  been  caught,  it  may  be^ . 
wkh  fomewhat  that  appears  ridiculous.     But  may  not  every 
thing  almoft  be  made  to  appear  fo  to  a  light  mind  ?     We  • 
Ifiive  been  fhocked,  perhaps,  by  more  folid  difficulties.     But 
are  there  not  fuch  in  all  parts  of  knowledge?   Are  there  not 
much  greater  in  what  infidels  believe^  than  what  Chriilian9 
belieTe  ?    Whoever  looks  clofely  into  tlie  matter,  will  find 
diat  their  credulity,  beyond .  comparifon,  exceieds  ours.     Or, 
fappofing,  after  fome  honeil  inquiry,  we  iliU  doubt ;  have  we 
not  often  doubted  long,  of  what  at  laft  we  found  true  ?  Would 
wc  tamely  give  up  our  title  to  an  eftate,  or  an  honour,  be- 
caofe  a  few  fufpicions  were   darted  about   it,  thrfc  we  could 
not  immediately  confute  ?    And  doth  not  our  whole  title,  to 
no  lefs  than  eternal  felicity,  Hand  and  fall  with  our  religion  ? 

But  further  ;  what  do  we  doubt  of?  Not  furdy  of  all  the 
articles  of  faith,  and  all  the  obligations  of  life.  Have  we 
then  confidered  well,  what  the  undoubted  ones  are,  and  how 
&r  they  ought  to  influence  our  conduct  ?  Whenever  we  dc^ 
we  (hall  certainly  find,  that  no  one  part  of  it  can  fafely  be  vi- 
cious \  and^  i;ideed,  that  there  is  net  the  lead  firm  ground  to 
1  (land 
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ftand  on,  between  uniform  pietj  and  morals,  and  imifbrm 
profligatenefa  and  yiUainj.  If  Grod  and  virtue  are  realities,' 
we  are  Ixmnd  to  every  thing  whiqh  tliey  require  in  every 
cafe.  If  they  are  not,  we  are  bound  to  nothing  in  any  cafe« 
Whoever  then  is  (hocked  at  the  latter  fuppoiition,  muft  take 
refuge  in  the  iformer,  and  confequendy  fee  it  his  duty,  tx^ 
weigh  all  his  behaviour  deliberately  and  impartially. 

We  find  it  but  too  eafy,  if  we  will,  to  judge  very  favcmr^ 
aUy  of  almoft  the  woril  adions  we  have  ever  done.  At 
leaft,  between  difguifing  them  with  &lfe  colours,  and  hmiy 
ing  oi:^  to  do  and  think  of  fomewhat  elfe,  we  can  for  the  tnoft 
part  quiet,  if  not  applaud  ourfelves,  efpecially  if  others,  a- 
bove  all,  others  of  our  own  rank,  are  guilty  of  them  without 
fcruple.  And  even  fins  that  we  thought  hein6us  oMs,  w^hea 
they  were  juft  committed,  after  fomer  time  we  grow  to  ima- 
gine fcarce  worth  notice ;  as  if  diftance  leflened  the  reality  of 
dbjeds,  as  well  as  the  appearance.  But  God  fees  ev^y 
thing  in  its  true  light  and  magnitude,  and  furely  then  it  is 
our  concern  to  fee  it  fo  too.  For  what  can  it  avail  us,  to  ' 
imagine  pleafing  falfehoods,  when  we  are  to  ftajyl  fo  foon,  in-* 
d/Bed  fb^d  always,  before  a  judge,  who  difcems  the  very  1>ot- 
,.  torn  of  our  fouls,  and  to  whom  a  thou&nd  years  are  but  as 
one  day  ? 

Have  we  then  examined,  as  in  his  prefence,  our  lives  and 
hearts  ?  And  by  what  ftandard  have  we  tried  their  innocence 
or  guilt  ?•  The  pra&ice  of  others  caa  no  more  juftify  us,  thas 
ours  can  them.  Mere  fancy  and  inclination  is  no  rule  at  all.  ~* 
And  reafon,  if  biafl*ed,  is  next  to  none.  Have  we  then  really 
done  our  utmoft  to  diveft  it  of  fdf  partiality,  to  enlighten  it 
by  the  inftruftion  of  pious  and  judicious  friends  and  bo<^s, 
and,  above  aU,  to  dired  it  by  the  unerring  word  of  God  ? 
The  written  laws  of  that,  cannot  be  moulded  into  what  ^we 
pleafe,  Hke  the  variable  arguings  of  our  own  minds  ;  but  will 
unmovoaUy  oppofe  our  moft  darling  pMfions,  if  they  be 
wrong.  And  fince  our  final  ftate  nmft  be  judged  by  it,  fare* 
ly  our  prefent  ought  too. 

If  then  there  be  any  perfons,  (and  God  grant  there  be  not 
many  here)  who  have  never  duly  obeyed  his  great  comjnaad 
^  confidedng  their  wayaf  \    7o-^y,  if  ye  will  bear  bis  vodc^, 
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harden  not  your  hearts*.  To-morrow  may  be  quite  to6 
iate ;  and  at  beft  everj  delay  will  make  felf-infpeSion  raoit 
painiid/ Imd  our  condition  niore  hopelefs.  But  how  careful-* 
Ij  focvcr  we  may  haVe  fearched  into  our  breafts  already^ 
freih  occafions  for  it  will  be  daily  rifing,  and  unldfs  the  re- 
petition of  it  be  frequent,  we  ihall  perform  it  ineSeduallyy 
^  Very  foon  leave  it  orf  entirely.  The  prefent  feafon,  in- 
deed, is  a  yearly  inemorial  of  recoUedion  and  ferioufnefs. 
But  as  the  mere  outward  fliew  of  it  is  of  no  value  ;  fo  the 
more  real  goodnefs  of  a  few  weeks,  if  it  end  with  them,  is  of 
very  little.  Our  bufinefs,  therefore,  is,  fo  to  examine  our- 
fdvcs  now,  as  to  live  more  Chriftianly  ever  after.  And 
whence  can  We  better  begin,  than  from  what  we  owe  to  Him, 
that  made  us  ? 

Do  we  theii  often  think  of  him,  and  conftantly  reverence 
him,  as  the  wife  and  good,  the  juft  and  powerful,  ruler  of  the 
world  ?  Do  we  ptaife  him  for  his  mercies,  pray  for  his  par- 
don, proteftion  tod  grace,  not  only  now  and  then  in  public 
form,  but  daily  in  private,  with  a  deep  and  awful  fenfe  of 
what  we  fay  before  him  ?  Or  can  we, ,  perhaps,  fome  of  us 
remember  when  we  prayed  in  fecret  and  in  earneft  laft  !  If 
not,  why  this  negleft  of  the  author  of  all  we  enjoy,  the'dif- 
pofer  of  all  we  hope  fot !  Can  "we  think  it  meannefs  to  ho* 
nour  him,  even  with  the  loweft  fubmiiBon  ?  Do  we  think  it 
meannefs  in  our  inferiors  to  pay  due  refpefl  to  us  ?  If  not, 
why  in  us  to  pay  all  refped  to  God  ?  Will  we  then  at  leaft 
do  it  for  the  future  ?  Refolving  otherwife  deliberately,  corned 
very  little  {hort  of  renouncing  and  defying  him  ;  and  dare 
We  then  go  thus  far  ?  What  would  it  delerve  were  we  to 
treat  an  earthly  fuperior  fo  ?  What  doth  it  deferve,  if  we 
treat  the  Lord  and  King  of  all  fo  ? 

But,  befides  worfliip,  we  owe  him  further,  Faith  in  what 
he  teaches.  Obedience  to  what  he  commands.  Have  we  then 
inquired  with  humility  of  heart,  what  doArines  he  hath  pro- 
pofedto  our  belief,  what  laws  he  hath  prefer ibed  to  our  con- 
daft,  by  reafon  or  revelation  ?  Or  do  we  fet  up  our  own  fan- 
cy and  caprice  for  abfolute  judges  of  his  declarauons  and  ap- 
pointments ;  indolently  and  fecurely  determining,  that  this 
P  Hrticl« 

.  •  Pfalm  at.  8. 


'  Article  of  faith,  or  rule  of  lift,  be  its  ei^dence  ^hf|t  it-wOL 
cannot  oome  from  bim  ;-  aiyi  another,.  tUovigt^  \\  4pdi,  oiigh^ 
hovevcr,  to  give  way  to^  our  private  iat^erelt  Wife  oc  hi^- 
apopjr  t  Gould  (uch  tris^tment  of  h^m;s^  la^urs  ^  boru^  ?  •  Aoi^ 
\yill  the  Almighty  and  All-wife  l^a?  \%  I  jB<  994  dcm^di 
Qo4  is  not  mocied. 

But,  bow  fully  fbever  we  own  t(he  i^u>hority  <lf  cdigioiv 
46  we  praAife  it  ?  What,  is  oufr  great  »ipa  mi  endeaTOivf 
b^re  ?  Is  it  to  fecure  b,  htyipy  imn^orta^Qr  •  Q^  t9  gt^ip.  «» 
many^  as  yre  can^'of  the  iplendid  bubljlcs  of  diis  i^DamsoX^rjf 
feenc  ?  ToK  get  a  little  mpre  power,,  or  we?d^b»  or  fanfe,  ao^ 
tfiea,  with  unabated  thirft,,  ^  lit^e  mpre^  fttU,  e^^u  to  the  v^ 
ry  night  that  pur  fouls  ihall  be  required  of  us  ?  Whom  d^ 
we  think  happy  ?  The  virtuous,  the  humble,,  ^c  good  ?  Or 
the  attfuf,;  the  profperous,.  the  great  i  What  do  we  ]:ejoice  in^ 
pv  grieve  at  ?  Is  it  our  proficieney  or  failure*  in  love  and  du* 
ty  to  God,,  in  reafonaUenefs  of  heart,  upr^htp^eis  of  Wha^d* 
PUT,,  difengagj^ment  from  this  trifling  world  ?  Are  thefe  die 
things  we  are  Qoncerned  about  i  Or  a  v^ry  different  fort  of 
fdvantageft  and  pre-eminences,^  btelcmging  to  the  prelent  fia^ 
^  things  entirely,r  and  many  of  them  quite  coul^mp^ble,  eve^ 
were  no>  other  to  folTo'^r  ?  When  our  duty  and  our  intexeft 
thwart  eS6h  other^  how  do  we  aft  i  HonefUy  and  cheerfuUj 
give  up  the  brtter  ?  Or  frmie  poor  eMtifes  for  pi^e&rriog  it^ 
fkT  unfidr  contrivances  for  reconcSUng  it  to  the  former? 
Thefe  are  queftions  a£  dbe  taft  importance*  For  if  t;be  l&pc 
qftbe  world  be  our  reigning  paiIion,r  tht.  iov/i  f^tke  Father  «r 
ig|o/i>  ffj*.  Which  do  we  choofe  then,  es^^th  or^v^E 
liCt  us  not  cheat  ou]:felveSj|>  but  %ca]|.  it  out  to  pur  099 
hearts. 

Oty  however  free  in  thi^  reipefi^  do  we  live  to  na  qthef 
paffion,.  equally  Unworthy?  Is  not  our  principal  view  to  be 
^mired  for  ibme  accompliihment,.or  applauded  for  fome  abir 
fity,  of  very  little  merit  ?  And  are  we  not  led  both  into  fii- 
)ies  and  fins,  to  obtam  «xd  increafe  a  faUlB.  kind  of  efteem 
ftom  others,  that  ^H  only  tempt  us  to  6rget  ourfelves  ? 
Do  we  attentively  diftinguifli,  what  is  truly  of  value,  and  tp* 
^what  degree  ?  In  how  many  things  of  confluence  we  are  de-- 

ficicnt 

f  sJ^baiuU. 


icidftt^  !&  bbW  few  t^e  elc^l  ?  And  sc;i&o  batb  stUxie  Us  n  iifm 
jfe*  *  frbfli  thfe  very  tofcan^  of  out  fdlow-creatured  ?  hi^ 
ne  wiQing,  if  need  require^  to  bi^  flighted  and  defpifed,  ha^ed 
tiil  rtpr6adi6d,  for  ^e  fake  of  ^aing  as  we  ou^ht  ?  Or  do 
at  &»#  thptai/e  hfrheh  f ,  Andyi^i  VSra^  ^4^  bon^u^  that  tom^ 

ifil;  ftippbfiiig  lire  zW  clear  fcoth  of  Worldlinefs  and  Vanitj^^ 
431  Ifrhat  tail  #e  •uii'tf^rer  ^4h  refpeft  to  pleafujrc  ?  Do  vn^ 
vMgt  t&tit  that  i§  tbfid^iitted'by  khpaf  tial  reafbn ;  or«  Wln^ 
#k  ire  t^U  il  liUpllttiid,  the  Wotd  of  God  ?  Every  fot^bidden 
#ftf  tf  ^fatifyifig  fenAial  dbfirds,  rlfibly  produced  nutfty  a^ 
dftiklfU  ibilbhieA  ^^  ctiihed.  Exc^s  and  intemperance  ruifi 
^  beakfas^  the  titideiftandings^  the  ufiAilnefs^  the  fortunes, 
At  &milies  of  iAen«  fe-eadi  of  chaftitj  produces  all  the  fanw 
efils^  toA  extends  iheih  further  ^  brings  innocent  perfons  into 
Imlt  ind  difliohour,  undiE;^  treacherous  pretences  «f  dteem 
ffid love;  involves  their  innocent  friehdi^  in  diilrcis  and  (haiue 
ilong  With  theih,  and  occafions  innmmersdile  evils^  priisate  and 
pnUic.  But  particularly^  breach  of  the  marriage- vow  di^- 
folves  the  very  bonds  t>f  human  focietj.  For  if  faith  and 
frttth,  folemnlj  given^  oblige  hot,  oblige  not  both  fexes^  in 
Att  cafe,  why  do  they  in  any  other  ?  Arc  we  then  innocent 
h  fttfe  refpefls  ;  of  have  we  repented  ;  or  do  we  defpife  the 
Afieatening,  that  ftjfy,  wife  dofucb  things^  JbaJl  noi  ijAerit  ibe 

Aiid,  in  regard  to  otbfer  Indulgences,  have  we  a&ed  as  be- 
ct)ifte$  tatiiMlal  natupes,  defigned  to  prepare  ourfelves,  by  thi 
^feipliae  ^fthis  life,  for  fplritlial  hap^Inefs  in  a  betiter  ?  Do 
♦e  guard  "trilh  care  againfi  finking  into  delicacy  and  indo* 
feace,  againft  beinj(  diflipated  amidft  a  hurry  of  gaieties,  or 
feft  b  polite  afuufements  and  Elegant  trifles  ;  or  are  we  lovers 
^fitafuru  mort  tban  lovers  ofGoi  ||  ?  What  proportion  of 
<mf  iaeome  do  we  Ipeiid  in  4eeds  of  piety,  charity,  sfnd  pro- 
pet  beneficence  ?  What  proportion  of  our  time  in  the  religious 
andibotai  improvement  of  onrliearfcs,  and  the  real  duties  of 
«nr  rcfpcaive  ftatxons  ?  All  the  wealth  we  have,  and  every 
hour  We  livty  we  Inuft  account  for.     Can  we  do  it  with  joy  t 

ft  Caii 
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It6  Vke.great  Importanci  in  L^e         Ssi.  CIH.. 

Can  we  fay  we  have  been  hitherto  woriing,  while  it  was  iay^ 
the  works  of  him  that  fent  us*^  If  n6t,  will  we  now  refle& 
how  fail  the  night  approaches  ? 

«  Another  ver  j  material  head  of  examination  is  that  of  our 
refentments.  Do  we  bear  ill-will  to  no  one,  for  excelling  or^ 
coming  too  near  us  in  rank,  in  power,  in  favour,  in  fortune^ 
in  qualifications  of  bodj  or  mind  ?  Are  we  ofiended  at  no 
one,  for  doing  what  he  juftlj  might,  perKapa  what  he  ougHt ; 
or,  at  leaft,  apprehended  himfelf  bound  to  ?  Have  we  inquir- 
ed,  with  diligence  and  candour,  into  the  truth  and  motive9  of. 
the  fa£t  we  are  difpleafed  with,  and  in  eSt&  heard  both  fides  ? 
Do  we  make  all  fit  allowances  for  the  merit,  for  the  repent* 
ance  of  the  offending  partj,  for  human  infirmity  in  general  ? 
Do  we  never  punifli  but  when  it  is  plainly  needful ;  and  ne- 
ver then,  but  by  lawful  means,  and  in  a  proper  degree ;  never 
accufe  but  when  w^  have  evident  reafon  ;  and  always  co^finc 
ourfelves,  in  doing  it,  to  the  words  oy  truth  and  foSerne/sf  ? 
We  have  been  guilty  ourfelves  of  many  and  great  faults,  both 
againft  God  and  man  :  do  we  forgive,  as  we  hope  to  be  for- 
given? 

i^'further  inquiry  yet  muft  be  (an  extremely  comprehen- 
five  and  intereiling  one),  what  is  the  tendency  of  our  com. 
mon  difcourfe  and  converfation  ?  Is  it  favourable  to  religion^ 
to  probity,  to  decency,  to  good  will  among  men,  or  the  con- 
trary ?  Doth  it  exprefs  diflike  of  wickednefs  and  folly,  though 
countenanced  by  fafliion  ;  or  excufe,  if  not  approbation,  of 
whatever  chances  to  be  in  vogue  ?  Doth  it  (hew,  that  in  our^ 
eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned^  but  we  honour  them  that /ear 
the  Lord  J  ?  Or  do  we  love  to  palliate  the  fins  of  the  former^ 
^nd  aggravate  the  failures  of  the  latter  ?  Have  we  indeed 
ever  thought  of  rales  on  this  fubjeft  ?  Or  faid.  Our  lips  are 
our  own,  Who  is  Lord  over  us  ^}  Yet  licentious  talk,  of 
every  Kind,  doth  unfpeakable  mifchief.  We  all  complain  of 
it  when  we  fuffer  by  it.  And  when  other  perfons,  when  fo- 
cicty,  when  the  honour  of  God,  when  piety  and  virtue  fuffer 
by  it,  there  is  evidently  the  fame,  there  is  often  far  greater 
guilt  in  it.  And,  fince  our  hearts  are  as  much  concerned  in 
what  we  fay  as  what  we  do,  the  declaration  is  perfeftly  rea- 

fonablc : 
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SnuCm*       of  Reunion  and  Se^-^^iominaHoni  '  tlf 

foaable :  By  thy  words  thoujbalt  hejufiifiid^  andhy  thy  wordt 
tboMjba/t  be. condemned  *.     Which  then  ihall  w^  be  ? 

But  oar  behaviour  muft  be  regulated,  not  onlj  towards 
cor  fellow-creatures  in  general,  but  with  a  dofer  view  to  the. 
more  particular  relations  of  life.  If  married  perfons,  are  we 
£uthful^  aSeSionate,  conliderate,  mild,  prudent  ?  If  children^ 
I  do  we  make  thankful  returns  for  the  care  and  tendemefs  of 
our  parents  ;  obey  them  dutifully ;  and  pay  them  all  that  ho- 
nour which  we  ihall  certainly  exped:  hereafter  to  be  paid  us  ? 
IF  parents,  do  we  preferve  towards  our  children  a  proper  tem- 
perature of  authority  and  condefcenfion,  and  watch  over  and 
provide  for  thofe  to  whom  we  have  given  being,  fo  as  may 
beit  fecure  their  true  happinefs,  and  our  own  comfort  in 
them,  now  and  at  the  great  day  ?  If  heads  of  families,  have 
we  due  regard  to  the  prefent  and  eternal  good  of  thofe  whom 
we  take  under  our  roof,'  remembering  that  we  alfo  have  a. 
mailer  in  heaven  ?  If  fervants,  do  we  behave  with  iingleneis 
of  heart,  ihewing  all  fidelity,  as  unto  the  Lord,  and  not  to 
men  ?  As  fubjeds,  do  we  exprefs,  in  word  and  deed,  the  re- 
verence and  the  gratitude  we  owe  to  thofe  whom  Providence 
!  bath  put  in  authority  over  us  ?  Whether  our  condition  be 
I  private  or  public,  do  we  a£l  in  it  unbiased,  to  the  utmoit  of 
I  our  knowledge,  by  intereil,  prejudice,  and  partial  affe&ion  ? 
I  If  employed  in  affairs,  are  we  vigilant  and  upright,  and  ilu- 
dious,  in  all  things,  of  the  general  good,  as  jnsax  fearing.  Godp 
nnd  hating  covetoufnefs  f  ?  If  advanced  to  ilations  of  eminence 
and  power^  do  we  countenance  religion,  virtue,  merit,  and 
difcourage  the  worthlefs  and  profligate  ?  Or  only  wonder  the 
world  is  fo  bad,  when  we  have  contributed  to  make  it  fo  ? 
or  conclude  it  can  never  be  good,  when  indeed  we  have  tried 
no  means  to  reform  it  ? 

Further,  in  this  fituation,  are  we  careful  what  fort  of  ex- 
ample we  fet  others  to  copy  after  ;  and  fufficiently  apprehen- 
five  (for  we  can  hardly  be  too  much),  that  not  only  our  iins, 
but  our  imprudences,  a&ions  that  are  imprudent  only  as  they 
endanger  others,  may  produce  an  incredible  deal  of  evil  in 
thofe  around  us  and  beneath  us  ;  whereas  God  expefts  all 
peifons  to  be  his  miniilers  for  good,  in  proportion  to  the  abi-^ 
Uties  and  opportunities  with  which  he  hath  entruiled  them. 

Nor 

*  Matdi.  111.  37.  t  Exod.  jcviii.  ai. 


c  if  fh  gma  ^0fUMi  &  iifi       sefc.  ttSt 

Nor  diooia  y^  ftop  nt  cdofidetmg  vAiut  otif  Amlts  h&l^ 
been ;  that  aloatt  would  be  a  fpecultttioti  Of  iixtib  life ;  W 
proceed  to  think  What  mnft  follow  from  ditiin.  tnde^  have 
we  not  alreitdy  fOAe  of  us  found  out  eh&f  a^etd,  otir  festuMs, 
eur  healths,  impaired  by  them  }  Or,  ftt  leaft,  will  thejr  not  of 
^^ceffity,  in  alirde  tkne?  Btsth  not  the  happinefs  We  pro* 
s^fed  ourfelved  from  our  tranfgtei&ons,  proved  verj  infigni« 
ficant^  or  very  Ihort-Uved  !  fia^e  they  not  often  brought  up* 
iOk  Us  dreadfiil  anguiih  and  diftrefi  ;  ftnd  fnflptH^rwff  ferced  us 
ifato  moft  deftruSive  methodd  of  trying  to  get  rid  <jf  the  tor- 
ment of  thought  ?  Or^  how  joyfUlly  foeVer  we  go  on  at  pre. 
iSuty  yet  tbt  fiirther  we  go,  tnuft  not  our  return  be  more 
difficult ;  and  unlets  we  return,  our  end  more  deplorable  ? 
N^y  indeed,  will  not  the  lefs  blameaUe,  the  allowable  indol* 
^nees  of  this  world,  if  We  purfue  them  eagerly,  and  live 
^liefly  to  them,  e^tclude  ot  Wear  out  from  our  (buls,  tbofis 
impreffion^  of,  and  uttcntions  to  ferious  piety,  which  alone 
Will  bring  ud  peace  in  our  htft  hour  ?  We  can  a£fe^  it  may 
Be,  to  talk  of  death  with  much  indiilerenc^,  but  have  wc  in 
eameft  brought  it  near  to  us,  &nd  confidered  what  it  is  ?  An 
immediftte  ^^ge.  Without  recftU,  into  thatftate^  where  (maU 
liOd  ^reat  itlall  ftahd  before  God ;  who,  as  furely  as  he  governs 
ib&  world  With  jufttce  flind  trifdotn,  wiU  hring  evtry  wort  init^ 
judgmefttf  witb  every  fecrei  things  vihither  ii  Be  good,  or  whe^ 
Aer  it  he  evil^,  and  te^mpence  ua  all  according  to  oilr  ufe 
4$f  iSftty  tdent  committed  to  us*  Are  We  then  prepared 
dgalnH  that  day  ?  B.eady  for  the  fearcher  of  hearts,  wef  e  ha 
t6  6all  us  now  to  our  final  account  ?  If  uot,  do  we  refleS  how 
foon  we  may  he  e^ed,  how  /bon  we  mufl,  and  what  the  con* 
Sequences  will  be  for  ever  ?  Do  we  then  at  length  refolve 
tgainft  all  fin,,  all  occafions  of  fin,  all  fupinenefs  and  negB. 
gence  from  this  time  forwards  ?  Are  we  unfeignedly  fbnry 
thsit  t^e  have  refolved  it  no  fooner  ?  Are  we  deeply  frnfible, 
dlat,  in  all  we  have  done  amifs,  we  have  provoked  i  moft 
holy  Cod ;  and  have  no  daim  to  pardon,  much  lefs  to  hapju^ 
nefs  hereafter,  but  through  the  mercy  procured  by  our  blei!!. 
eA  Redeemer  ?  And  will  We  accordingly  fly  to  him  alone, 
with  au^humble  £aith  in  the  atonement  of  his  deaths  ^d  the 

efficacy 
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f  ef  Im  graeei  or  boldly  hasftrd  aH,  oa  the  Ibfieienejr 
ofoor  own  ftrength,  which  hath  deceived  us  fo  often;  and 
the  imagined  merits  of  our  own  righteoulhefsj^  or  our  own 
lepeatince,  impedeA  and  defeftive  as  they  both  are  I    . 

Hiink  not  any  of  thefe  barfli  and  ill-natured  queftions ;  they 

tie  the  very  friendlieft  that  can  be  pxopofed*  Think  them  not 

ifoomj  and  melancholy  inquiries ;  they  are  the  ground- work 

of  an  true  comfort.     No  ode  indeed  hath  a  right  to  require 

i      an  aofwei*  to  diem  from  another ;  but  God  hath  full  right  to 

comiiumdy  as  he  doth,  by  hid  word  and  the  preachers  of  it^ 

that  every  one  put  them  home  to  his  own  foul.     They  carry 

tin  more  terror  to  thofe,  who  are  bound  by  their  office  to 

atter  them,  than  to  thcSt  who  fit  and  hear  them ;  but  terror 

ioexpteffible  to  all  who  proyidn  not  to  anfwor  them  well  v.  wi 

joj  inexprellible  to  all  th^t  do.    Z^t  ust  therefore^  confciepti* 

miff  torch  and  try  our  way  s^  and  turn  unto  the  Lord  our 

Cm(*.    Le(  iu  bex  gif  him  fervently,  to  fliew  us  whtAt  nm^ 

mex  of  perfon3  we  have  been,  are^^  a^d  ought  to  be ;  and  (ay 

to  hini,  in  the  word»  which  he  himfelf  hath  dieted,  Who  am 

I      ttBb&io  oft  he  offendeth  /  0  ckanfe  thon  fne  from  myficru 

'     JaMki\.     Try  me,  0  God,  andfeek  the  ground  t^fmy  heart  z 

I     ^r^M  me^  gftd  examine,  my  thought^.     Look  vjeff^  if  f here  he 

I      0ny  viay  f^  v^khedn^fs  in  me,,  qnd  lead  me  in  the  vaay  ^%erk^^ 

*. Lament.  iiL 40.         XH.vx.xt^         }  PC  czzxk.  %%^  44. 
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SERMON     CIV. 

Pardon,  Grace,  and  Everlasting  Life,  to  be  obtained 

ONLT  THROUGH  THE  MeRITS  OF  THE  LoRD  JeSUS  ChRIST. 


2  Cor.  v.  2t. 

For  he  hath  made  him  to  he  Jin  for  us^  wbQ  knew  no  Jin^  that 
we  migbt  he  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him* 

THESE  words  ebntain  that  great  ftrticld  of  the  CUrifiiad 
fidth,  that  the  death  of  our  blefled  Saviour  hath  obtain* 
ed  for  us  pardon,  grace  and  everlafting  life ;  which  important 
truth  is  fo  ftrangelj  difregarded,  even  bj  mapy  who  call 
thexnfelves  his  difciples,  that  I  think  i^  necefTarj 
:  I.  To  confute  the  prejudices  that  lead  men  to  think  flightly 
of- their  need  of  the  fktisfa&ion  which  he  made  on  our  behalf 
before  I  proceed 

IL  To  explain  and  defend  this  part  of  the  ChriiUan  doc- 
trine. 

I.  Our  condition,  with  refpeS  to  God,  is  infinitely  the  moft 
important  of  all  our  concerns,  for  we  are  abfolutelj  in  hii 
power  alone  ;  and  the  forgivenefs  of  our  fins  is  the  moft  im^ 
portant  article  in  that  condition..  Were  we  innocent  crea« 
tures^  we  could  only  doubt  what  happinefs  we  had  to  hope 
for  from  him  \  and  about  that  we  might  be,  though  not  in- 
different, yet  free  from  anxiety.  But  as  we  are  all  guiltj, 
the  firft  queftion,  aud  a  very  alarming  one,  is,  what  punifli« 
ment  we  have  to  fear  ?  Thoughtleflhefs  and  partiality  may 
indeed  difpofe  us  to  imagine,  that  however  right  in  fpecola- 
tibn  the  laws  of  religion  and  virtue  may  be,  yet  in  prafticc 
great  allowance  is  due  to  inclination,  this  being  as  truly  part 
of  our  nature  as  reafon.  And  when  perfons  find  many  others 
that  fecm  to  judge  in  the  fame  maimer  (efpecially  if  fome  of 
I  them 
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them  be  of  that  rank;  which  is  admitted  in  moft  things  to  fet 
the  pattern),  then,  in  companies  together,  they  can  go  almoll 
any  lengths  ;  decide  in  a  moment,  that  this  is  fuperftition^ 
aad  that  precifenefs ;  that  fuch  reftraints  are  ahfurd,  fuch 
others  unneceflary ;  and  take  fancy  and  faftiion,  mixed  toge- 
ther as  it  happens,  for  the  only  rules  of  life,  without  a  Angle- 
rcflcftion  whether  they  are  afting  as  they  ought,  or  the  leaft 
apprehcnfion,  that^  if  they  are  notj  any  harm  will  follow, 
provided  they  guard  againft  a  few  prefent  inconveniences. 
Yet  many  of  thefe  perhaps  are  people  of  confcience  in  fome 
things^  but  in  others,  they  defpife  all  mention  of  it ;  and,  for 
t8c  moft  part,  if  they  behave  tolerably  well  to  their  fellow- 
creatures,  have  fcarce  the  notion  of  any  duty  they  owe  to 
their  Creator,  at  leaft  beyond  the  mere  propriety  of  attend- 
ing his  worfliip  now  and  then,  in  compliance  with  a  cuftom 
that  is  not  yet  quite  worn  out. 

Now,  would  but  fuch  men  venture  on  a  very  fafe  things  a 
little  ferio^us  thought,  they  would  foon  perceive,  that,  though 
inclination  is  a  part  of  our  nsCture,  yet  every  inclination  muft 
not  be  gratified,  for  this  would  be  mifchievous  both  to  all 
around  us  and  to  ourfelves  :  that  therefore  we  ought  to  have 
fome  rule^  which  to  indulgey  and  which  to  reftrain  :  that  fan- 
cy and  faftiion  can  never  be  the  rule  j  for  both  are  continual- 
ly varying,  and  would  often  lead  us  to  diftionour  and  ruin : 
that  we  have  within  us  a  natural  fenfe  of  r'ght  and  wrong, 
which  paiTes  judgment  with  authority  on  our  aftions,  fre- 
quently whether  we  will  or  not ;  and  that,  if  it  be  in  many 
cafes  obfcure  and  weak,  our  buiinefs  is  to  improve  and 
ftreugtfaen  it :  that  the  great  and  wife  Being,  who  hath  made 
us  and  all  things,  muft  intend  we  ihould  behave  fuitably  to 
this  confcioufhefs  which  he  hath  given  us,  and  obey  what- 
ever commands  he  may  think  fit  to  fuperadd  ;  that  both  his 
holinefs  and  his  goodnefs  oblige  him,  as  the  Sovereign  of  the 
world,  to  preferve  due  order  amongft  his  fubjefts,  by  recom- 
pendng  them  as  they  deferve  ;  for  that  fome  adions  deferve 
wdl,  and  fdme  ill,  we  every  one  of  us  inwardly  feel. 

Yet  we  are  very  apt  to  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  it  is  be- 
neath him  to  look  fo  low  as  the  paflions  and  follies  of  fuch 
inconfiderable  creatures   as  we  are.     But  I  intreat  you  to 
confider :  Is  there,  upon  earth,  that  creeping  thing,  that  weed, 
Vol.111  .  C^  that 
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that  fmalleft  particle  6f  dead  matter,  which  God  hath  not- 
formed  with  inexpreffible  wifdom,  and  doth  not  govern  by 
ftated  laws,  which  have  all  their  force  from  the  never-ceafin^ 
exertion  of  his  power  ?  And  how  can  we  doubt  then  of  his- 
governing  the  rational,  that  is,  the  nobleft  part  of  his  crea- 
tures ;  by  laws  equally  adapted  to  them,  by  precepts,  rewards, 
punilhments  ?  What  is  there  worthy  of  him  to  do,  if  this  be 
hot  ?  But  indeed,  he  hath  both  aflured  us  of  his  doing  it,  and 
we  experience  that  he  doth  it.  We  perceive  his  injundions 
and  prohibitions  within  us ;  we  pafs  his  fentence  on  ourfelves 
when  we  do  amifs  ;  we  undergo  corre&ions  of  his  appoint- 
ment, when  we  fuffer  for  what  we'  have  done  ;  and  by  thefe 
fpecimens  of  his  juftice  now,  he  warns  us  of  the  full  execu- 
tion of  it  hereafter.  For  if  wickednefs  efca^,  and  finally  tri- 
umph, in  one  iingle  inftance,  then  is  Ckxi  no  longer  infinitely 
perfect,  but  partial  or  impotent,  like  one  of  us.  Earthly 
princes  confine  their  care  to  the  moft  important  points,  be- 
caufe  attending  to  every  point  is  not  below  them,  but  above 
them.  The  nearer  they  can  approach  towards  it,  the  livelier 
images  they  are  of  him,  who  hurnblcti  bimfe^  to  behold  the 
things  that  are  in  heaven  and  earth  *,  and  who  numbereth  the 
hairs  of  our  b^adsf,  and  weighs  every  thought  of  our  hearts. 
Let  not  good  perfons  be  terrified  at  this,  for  be  knows  where- 
efwe  are  made,  and  is  merciful  to  them  that  fear  him  %•  But 
let  the  inconfiderate,  the  raih  and  the  bold,  learn  from  it,  both 
to  be  cautious  how  they  a6t,  and  to  recoiled  how  they  have 
aded.  We  feem  very  commonly  to  think,  that  the  fins  of  our 
farmer  days  lofe  their  guilt  in  proportion  to  their  diflance, 
2sA  are  gradually  annihilated  as  the  imprefiion  of  diem  wears 
out  of  our  minds.  But  With  God  what  is  paft  is  not  gone. 
On  the  contrary,  unlefs  we  entitle  ourfelves  duly  to  forgive- 
nefs,  it  remains  on  record  an  indelible  evidence  againft  that 
day,  when  the  books  Jball  be  opened^  and  the  dead  be  judged  out 
of  the  things  which  are  written  in  them  J. 

It  greatly  concerns  us  therefore  to  look  back  on  all  our 
faults,  that  we  may  fee  diftinftly  what  our  true  condition  is. 
Probably  enough,  on  a  fuperficial  inquiry,  the  verdid  may 
be  highly  to  our  advantage.     But  our  bufinefs  is  to  make  a 

thorough 
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thorough  fearch)  and  know  the  reality ;  by  placing  before 
our  thoughts  (after  compoiing  them  in  a  ferious  temper), 
firft  the  feveral  rules  of  a  godly,  righteous,  and  fober  life, 
made  known  to  us  by  reafon  and  fcripture,  then  our  own 
coodud  under  each  head.  Whoever  h^th  not  examined  thus, 
has  need  to  begin  immediately ;  and  whoever  hath,  will  have 
need  to  repeat  his  work  frequently  from  time  to  time.  But 
the  prefent  feafon  is  peculiarly  appropriated  to  pious  recol- 
leftion.  If  therefore  we  contrive  methods  of  running  away 
from  it  now,  we  too  plainly  fignify  our  intention  of  negleft- 
ing  it  for  ever  ;  and  if  thofe  contrivances  be  public  and  pro- 
Med  ones^  we  offend  againft  common  decency,  as  well  as  re- 
tigion. 

In  the  perfom^nce  of  this  duty,  we  ought  by  no  means  to 
accofe  ourfelves  faKely ;  but  it  would  be  a  fatal  miftake  to 
tatter  ourfelves ;  to  overlook  or  extenuate  the  faults  we  have 
committed,  or  fancy,  that  be  they  ever  fo  bad,  we  could  not 
help  it,  and  others  have  done  worfe ;  and  nothing  remains 
but  to  be  eafy  about  die  matter.  How  many  foevey  have 
done  amifsy  Jthey  ihall  aU  account  for  their  doings  ;  ^r  num- 
bers of  criminals  can  never  diange  wrong  into  right ;  and 
judging  the  world  is  no  harder  to  God,  than  condemning  a 
fingle  perfon.  He  hath  notified  his  will  to  us  all,  by  the  light 
of  our  own  confcience,  by  the  revelation  of  his  hoi}'  word,  by 
the  inftruAions  of  othei:  religious  1)ooks,  by  the  private  ad- 
n;u)nitions  of  our  friends,  by  the  public  warnings  of  his  mini- 
ftcrs.  He  hath  given  us  much  more  ftrength  to  perform  our 
duty  than  we  ufe :  he  is  ready,  on  our  humble  requeft,  to  add 
to  it  as  much  as  w^  want.  And  in  thefe  circumftances  it  can 
never  be  a  flight  matter,  i^  in  any  one  inftance,  we  have  been 
difobedient  or  negligent  towards  him  j  have  unjuftly  hurt  or 
difregarded  any  of  his  creatures,  our  brethren ;  have  corrupt- 
ed or  debafed  our  own  natures  \  and  behaved  unfuitably  to 
the  condition  in  which  he  hath  placed  us,  or  the  fpiritual  blifs 
&r  which  he  hath  defigned  us. . 

.  We  are  ftrangely  difpofed  to  confider  fome  tranfgreffions  as 
bring  fubje&s  of  mirth  only.  But  in  truth,  every  departure 
from  the  rule  of  right,  and  the  commands  of  bur  Maker,  is  a 
thing  of  great  moment ;  and  what  we  are  pleafed  to  imagine 
^fling,  were  it  not  for  cuftom  and  felf-partiality,  we  lliould 
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fee  to  be  of  great-  confequence.     We  are  ?lfo  extremely  apt       i 
to  think  our  faults  more'  important,  iii  almoft  every  other       j 
view,  than  as  they  offend  God  ;  and  yet  the  direft  contrary       I 
is  one  of  the  pla^ieft  truths  that  cai\  be.     For  as  all  we  enjoy 
proceeds  from  him  ;  as  our  happinels  or  mifery  depends  en- 
tirely upon  him ;  and  every  bad  thing  we  do  (whomfoever 
elfe  it  may  injure  or  not),  is  always  hijurious  to  his  autho-      J 
rity,  and  hateful  to  his  holy  nature  j  he  is  evidently,  beyond      | 
all  comparlfon,  the  perfon  whom  we  are  continually  t6  have 
moft  in  our  thoughts,  whofe  favour  we  ihould  chiefly  defire,       j 
whofe  difpleafure  we  ihould  chiefly  dread.     If  therefore  we      ! 
have  a^ed  amifs  (and  who  hath  not,  in  more  and  greater 
points  than  he  is  willing  to  allow)  ?  barely  adling  otherwife,      | 
without  regard  tp  God  as  interefted  in  the  cafe,  can  never  be      I 
enough;     Till  we  feel  a  deep  fenfe  in  our  hearts  of  the  un- 
worthinefs  of  our  behaviour  tov^ardis  him,  we  are  far  from 
becoming  inwardly  what  we  ought :  and  unlefs  we  keep  alive 
and  ftrengthen  that  fenfe,  by  humbly  and  frequently  exprefT- 
ing  it  to  him,  with  earneft  deiires  of  his  pardon  and  grace, 
and  hearty  endeavours  of  aniiendment^  we  negl<s£t  the  methods 
of  reconciliation  and  recovery,  '^hicb  reafon  itfelf  points  out 
to  us. 

There  afe  fo  few  brought  thus  far  in  religion,  that  very 
poffibly  the  firft  natural  thought  of  a  great  part  of  them  may 
be,  that  nothing  farther  can  be  wanting  to  procure  them  for« 
givenefs  and  future  happinefs.  And  it  is  very  true,  that  we 
can  do  no  more,  not  fo  much  indeed,  without  the  divine  in- 
terpofltion.  But  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  this  will  be 
enough,  even  to  fave  us  from  puniihment,  much  lefs  to  ob- 
tain us  reward,  and  lead  of  all  the  unfpeakable  reward  of 
everlafting  life.  As  the  laws  of  God  are  juft,  he  may  jufUy 
inflid  the  penalties  of  them  on  tranfgreflbrs.  As  he  is  the 
moral  governor  of  the  uniyerfe,  he  mull  fupport  the  honour 
of  his  government  throughout  his  creatioi^.  Human  govern- 
ment can  never  be  fupported,  without  making  a  great  differ- 
ence, in  many  cafes,  between  penitent  perfons  and  innocent 
one^v  Whether  the  divine  can  or  not,  we  none  of  us  knovtr  j 
for  the  extent  of  it  is  boundlefs  ;  and  we  are  acquainted  but 
very  imperfeftly  with  fo  much  as  our  own  fmall  part.  Even 
in  this,  we  fee,  that  by  the  conftitution  of  things,  which  God 
'  '  hath 
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bath  appointed,  repentance  often  avails  not  at  all,  and  often 
verj  impcrfeftly^  to  prevent  the  bad  effefts  in  this  world  of  our 
iiadts  and  follies.  And  how  il^all  we  be  fure,  that  the  fame 
kind  of  rules,  which  we  experience  to  take  place  here,  maj 
not  alfo  take  place  hereafter  ?  Whatever  therefore  God  ft?.ll 
reveal  to  us  concerning  thefe  matters,  we  ought  to  receive 
with  implicit  reverence  ;  and  ufe,  with  the  utmoft  thankful- 
neisy  any  n?ethod  which  he  ihall  infbrm  U9  is  neceflary,  or 
expedient,  in  order  to  avoid  the  ill  confequences  of  our  iins, 
though  poflibly  we  perceive  no  manner  of  conne£fcion  between 
xbc  remedy  and  the  cure.  Ngr  fhall  we,  in  fo  doing,  pay  any 
greater  regard  to  the  all-wife  God  (though  unfpeakably  great, 
er  is  his  due),  .than  we  pay  continually,  and  fhould  be  inez* 
cttfable  if  we  did  not,  to  our  poor  ignorant  fellow-creatures, 
whom  we  truft,  full  as  implicitly,  with  our  fortunes,  our 
healths,  and  our  lives. 

What  then  hath  God  taught  us  concerning  our  cafe  ?  That 
neither  fuch  repentance,  nor  fuch  reformation,  as  we  are  ca- 
pable o^  will  fuffice  to  obtain  us  forgivenefs  and  eternal  hap* 
pinefs.  For  he  hath  ordained  farther  means  for  thefe  ends  : 
and  he  certainly  would  not,  without  caufe,  efpecially  fuch  ex- 
traordinary means  as  thpfe  in  the  text,  which  I  have  purpofe- 
ly  deferred  to  mention,  till  having  fliewn  you,  that  pardon  is 
the  great  thing  we  all  want,  and  cannot  of  ourfelves  fecure, 
I  might  difpofe  you  to  embrace,  with  a  more  joyful  faith, 
that  reviving  aflurance,  that  Him  who  knew  no  Jin  ^  God  bath 
made  to  be  Jin  for  us,  that  we  might  become  the  righteoufnejs  of 
God  in  bim.  And  this  do6lrine  I  now  proceed 
II.  To  explain  and  defend. 

The  natural  and  obvious  meaning  of  thefe  words,  interpret- 
A  jointly  with  innumerable  other  paflages  of  fcripture,  is^ 
that  pur  gracious  Maker,  being  defirous  perfe^^ly  to  relieve 
mankind,  both  from  the  original  bad  efieds  of  the  fall  of  our 
Grft  parents,  and  the  perfonal  guilt  of  our  own  tranfgrefTions ; 
but  perceiving,  in  bis  unfearchable  wifdom,  fufficient  rcafons 
nii^to  do  it  on  fuch  cTonfefHons  and  fubmiffions  only  as  wc 
were  able  to  make,  appointed  that  his  ever-bleffed  Son  (who 
voluntarily  condefcended  to  engage  in  the  merciful  work), 
Ibould  take  upon  him  the  likenefs  of  finful  fleib,  and  bear, 
for  our  fakes,   inconveniences   and  fufferings,   from  which 
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othenvife  the  dignity  and  the  purity  of  his  nature  entirely 
exempted  him  ;  that  he  took  upon  him  the  form  of  man,  not 
only  in  order  to  teach  the  doftrines,  and  exemplify  the  prac-  - 
tice  of  true  religion,  which  men  had  almoft  forgotten,  but  al- 
fo  to  undergo  that  painful  and  ignominious  death,  which  he 
forefaw  wicked  perfons,  offended  by  his  reproofs,  would  in- 
flid  on  him  \  that  this  confent  of  his  to  be  mAdeJinfor  us,  to 
be  crucified  as  a  malefador  on  our  account,  foreknown  from 
eternity,  our  heavenly  Father  hath  been  pleafed  to  coniider  a^ 
a  fin-offering  made  to  bimfelf ;  an  acknowledgment,  on  our 
behalf,  of  the  in  defert  of  difobedience  ;  a  fatisfa&ion,  in  our 
fiead,  to  the  honour  of  his  juftice  ;  and  an  inducement  to  be- 
llow on  all,  who  fliall  qualify  themfelves  for  rerciving  it^  fuch 
•full  pardon  as  elfe  they  could  never  have  had.  Thus,  by 
making  him  to  be  Jin  for  them,  be  makes  them  the  rtghteoufnefs 
of  God  through  him  ;  that  is,  on  account  of  Chrift's  yielding 
to  be  treated  as  a  criminal,  he  treats  them  as  no  longer  cri- 
minals ;  giving  them  joyful  proofs  here  of  his  protefting  pro- 
vidence and  fanftifying  grace,  and  raifing  them  up  hereafter, 
from  the  univerfal  fentcnce  of  death,  to  the  bleffed  enjoyment 
of  eternal  life. 

This  is  fo  evidently  the  tenor  of  the  whole  New  Teftament, 
that  no  one  could  ever  have  entertained  the  leaft  doubt  on  the 
fubjeft,  b^t  for  the  feeming  difficulty  of  reconciling  ibme  part 
or  other  of  it  to  his  own  apprehenfions  and  notions  ;  which 
furely,  in  a  matter  fo  far  above  our  reach,  we  have  little 
caufe  to  truft  to,  againft  the  exprefs  declarations  of  him  who 
knows  all  things.  It  implies  no  abfurdity  in  the  leaft.  Guilty 
perfons  cannot  daim  forgivenefs,  nor  innocent  perfons  ever- 
lailing  happinefs,  as  matter  of  right,  but  of  tnercy  and  favour 
only.  Now  God  is  not  lefs  merciful  and  favourable  to  his 
creatures,  if  he  provides  on  ptirpofe  a  particular  method  for 
beftowngthefe  bleifings  t>n  them,  than  if  he  did  it  without 
fuch  a  provifion.  Nay,  indeed,  more  mercy  is  fliewn  in  mak* 
ing  fuch  a  provifion,  when  it  is  wanted,  than  could  be  ihewn 
were  the  cafe  better.  The  goodnefs  of  God  appears  eminent- 
ly, in  propofing  and  accepting,  what  nothing  but  goodnefs 
could  induce  him  to  propofe  and  accept :  the  goodnefs  of  our 
blefled  Lord  appears  equally  in  executing  the  gracious  defign 
bv  fuch  condefcenfions,  as  we  read  in  the  gofpels,  particularly 
5  o| 
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of  this  wedc  ;  and  the  goodnefs  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  in  ap- 
jdjing  the  whol^,  by  his  inward  operations,  for  the  benefit  of 
6ttr  fools.  That  one  perfon  ihould  undergo  pains  and  hard- 
ihips  for  the  fake  of  others,  and  a  good  perfon  fuffer  many 
dungs  to  prevent  the  miferj  and  promote  the  happine&  of 
Indones,  is  fo  con^mon  in  lower  inftances,  that  though  we 
could  not  have  expeded,  we  may  well  believe,  this  high  de- 
cree of  God's  love  towards  us,  that  while  we  were  yetjinners^ 
Cirifi  died /or  us  *.  We  fee  not  indeed  fully  how  his  death 
produces  our  falvation  ;  nor  do  many  people  ever  know  how 
the  fteps  taken  by  their  friends,  for  their  pardon  or.  advance^ 
ment,  proved  eSedual  \  yet  they  are  not  ths  lefs  effe&ual  on 
dm  account.  But  thu»  much,  however,  we  fee  daily,  that, 
from  regard  to  the  fervices^  and  fuSerings,  and  interceflions 
of  fotne  perfons,  others  have  favours  done  them,  very  wifely 
and  jufily,  which  elfe  neither  wifdom  nor  juftice  would  have 
permitted.  And  why  then  ihould  it  not  be  a  fit  recompence 
to  our  blefied  Lord  (as  undoubtedly  it  muft  be  the  moft  ac- 
ceptable one  poiiible),  for  what  he  fo  cheerfully  undertook 
and  went  through^  that  mankind,  to  whom  be  had  made  him-* 
feLf  related,  in  fo  extraordinary  a  manner,  with  fo. amiable  an 
intention,  ihould  be  treated  the  more  kindly  on  his  account  : 
that,  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  the  prophet  f ,  when  he  had 
made  hiufelf  an  offering  forjin^  hejbouldfee  of  the  travail  of 
hisfoul  ttsidbefatisfied,  by  the  knowledge  of  himfelfjuflifying 
mmyf  For  obfcrve,  no  one  will  ever  be  accoimted  righteous 
for  his  fake,  who  doth  not  in  faft  become  righteous  by  his 
means.  And  rewarding  his  incarnation  and  death,  by  putting 
finners  into  his  hands  to  be  made  happy,  oil  condition  that  he 
ihould  firfl  make  them  holy,  pious  and  virtuous,  doth  no  lefs 
honour  to  the  juftice  of  God  than  to  his  mercy. 

And  how  little  foever  we  apprehend  the  reafons  of  what 
Heaven  hath  done  towards  our  deliverance,  yet;  as  we  muil 
perceive  the  fitnefs  of  all  that  we  are  to  contribute  towards 
it,  repentance,  faith  and  obedience,  we  know  very  fully  as 
much  2^  we  need.  They,  who  never  heard  of  the  interpofi- 
^  of  Chrift,  may  poilibly  receive  fome  benefit  from  it,  on 
a  feneral  application^  that  God  will  be  fnerciful  to  them  in 
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fuch  manner  as  he  fhall  think  proper.  But  of  ns  will  be  re- 
quired an  explicit  petition^  for  that  mercj  which  he  hath  of- 
fered in  that  form  which  he  hath  dire&ed.  And  if,  inilead 
of  this,  we  will  reft  our  caufe  fokly  on  the  footing  of  oilr 
own  righteoufnefs,  or  our  own  repentance,  imperfeft  as  w^ 
know,  or  eafilj  may  know,  they  hoth  are  r  if  we  refiife  to  ac- 
knowledge that  elEcacy  in  the  death  of  our  blefled  Saviour, 
which  he  and  his  apoilles  have  afcribed  to  it ;  from  what 
caufe  foever  this  proceeds,  other  than  excufable  miflake; 
whether  from  a  flight  opinion  of  the  defert  of  iio,  from  a 
high  notion  of  human  virtue,  from  unwillingnefs  to  confcfs 
obligations,  or  from  the  mere  pridte  of  thefe  poor  (hallow  un-* 
derftandings  of  ours,  claiming  to  know  every  reafon  that  God 
hath  for  his  aAions,  while  yet  we  know  completely  no  one 
thing  around  us  ;  it  is  a  prefumptuous  negled,  fuU  of  guilt. 
And  one  motive  for  making  oiir  falvation  dependent  on  an(v 
ther,  and  the  manner  of  his  obtaining  it  for  us  incomprehen^ 
fible  to  ourfelves,  might  well  be,  to  check  that  fwelling  vsk 
nity  of  our  hearts,  which  is  the  parent  of  almoft  all  our  iiff 
and  mifery,  and  to  teach  man  to  walk  humbly  with  his  God** 
Let  us  therefore  thankfully  accept  his  mercy,  juft  as  we 
find  it  offered  to  us  ;  and  learn  to  own,  that  wc'have  aO  fi^ 
nedy  and  comejbort  of  the  glory  of  God;  and  are  jufiified frtt* 
ly  by  bis  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  "JefufChrifi; 
whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  feath  m 
his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs  ;  that  he  might  he  jnfi, 
and  thejujiifier  of  him  which  believeth  in  ^efus  f . 

•  Mic  ▼!.  8.  t  Roa.  iii.  23—36. 
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The  Fatal  Conseqjjences  of  a  Partial  Obediencx  to 
THE  Commandments  of  God. 


James  ii.  lo. 

Ar  whofievtrJbaU  keep  ibe  wboie  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one 
pointy  be  is  guiky  of  all. 

FEW  perfoas,  I  apprehend,  have  either  read  or  heard  thefe 
words,  without  being  in  fome  degree  fliocked  at  them, 
tnd  looking  upcm  them  as  a  very  bard  faying  *.  For  though^ 
from  reverence,  to  fcripture,  we  may  endeavour  to  keep  down 
vhat  rifes  in  our  minds,  yet  no  wonder  if  we  feel  a  ftrcmg  re« 
Inftance  to  believing,  that  he  who  tranfgrefles  in  fome  things^ 
b  guilty  of  others,  in  which  he  doth  not  tranfgrefs ;  and  fo  by 
nximing  into  one  extreme,  becomes  chargeable  with  the  op- 
pofite ;  which,  it  muft  be  owned,  this  paflage,  uj/on  the  firft 
view  of  it,  appears  to  affirm.  But  then  we  ought  to  remem- 
ber, that  in  all  difcourfes,  upon  all  fubje&s,  many  things  oc^ 
cur,  which  are  by  no  means  to  be  underftood  according  to  the 
mere  found  of  the  words,  but  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
matter  in  queftion,  the  vifible  intention  of  the  writer  or  fpeak-^ 
er»  and  the  ufe  of  the  language.  And  more  efpecially  fliort 
fcptences  and  maxims,  whether  of  religion,  morals,  or  pru- 
deoce,  ought  to  have  this  allowance  made  to  them ;  becaufe 
they  are  often  purpofdy  conceived  in  terms,  the  obvious 
aeaning  of  which  alarms  men  \  that  fo  their  attention  may 
be  excited  more  effiedually  to  that  hidden  wifdom,  which,  on 
farther  inquiry,  it  will  be  found  they  convey.  Now  the  af- 
fcrtion  before  us  is  a  Jewifli  maxim,  found  in  feveral  of  their 
Vol.  III.  '  •  R  ancient 

•  John  ti.  60. 
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ancient  books^  written  iince  the  times  of  the  apofUes,  an^T 
therefore  probably  enough  ufed  before  their  time,  when  a 
controverfjr*  ainongft  them,  of  which  we  hare  footfleps  in  the 
gpfytisy  noight  eafilj  fumiih  an  occafion  for  it. 

They  had  a  law,  of  vvhich  the  precepts^  adding  the  ceremo- 
nial to  the  moral,  were  very  numerous.     The  obfervatioB  of 
all  thefe,  though  adapted  with  great  wifdom  to  the  circom- 
ftances  in  which  they  were  placed  for  many  ages,  was  found 
very  burdenfome  :  and  therefore  fome  of  them  had  begun  to 
perfuade  themfelves,  and  teach  others,  that  a  ftrid  obedience 
to  whichever  part  they  pleafed- was  fufllicient  j  or^  to  exprefs 
it  in  tfieir  own  words,,  that  God  gave  Jo  many  comtnandmerUs      y 
to  tbem,  that  by  doing  any  o/tSem  they  might  hefaved*  ;  by      |^ 
tehich  they  meant  at  leaft  any  great  one ;  and  hence,,  in  aH 
likelihood,  arofe  the  queftion,.  Which  was  the  great  command-      L 
mentin  the  law  \  ?   A  doftrine  of  fo  pernicious  confequence  as      ' 
this,  we  maybe  fure,  while  there  was  •  any  regard  to- truth 
left,  would  be  ftrenuoufly  oppofed.     And  it  was  natural^  that     1 
the  contrary  doflrine  flbouH  be  expreffed  by  the  teachersof     I 
it,  in  the  ftrongfcft  manner  they  could  weU-  invent.     Now^ 
*  fuch  undoubtedly  is  that  of  the  text,  whidi  may  feem  indeed 
to  have  overdone  the  matter  not  a  little.     But  the  limitatioas  *  ^, 
belonging  to  it  were  probably  well  underftqod  by  every^body      ) 
then.     And  therefore  all  that  St.  James  needed,  in  writing  to      i 
the  Jcwifti^Chriftians  of  thofe  days,  was  to  confirm  it  by  the      \ 
fanftion  of  his  authority ;  though  in  our  times  it  is  requifite 
to  explain,  and  guard  it  againft  miftakes  ;  which  alfo  he  hath      \ 
greatly  affifted  us  in  doing. 

For,  that  he  never  defigned  in  the  leaft  to  affirm,  that  be- 
ing guilty  of  one  fin  would  make  mens  condition  as- bad  as 
being  guilty  of  ever  fo  many,  we  may  be  very  fure ;  not  on« 
ly  froxit  the  n\onftrous  imreafonabIenef$  of  fuch  a. notion,  and 

its 

*  Pococlb  <m  Hof.  xtv.  i.  from  Ikharim,  I.  3.^  c  19.  In  hnnc  ordinem  r«d- 
pivnt  quemyis  «ntiqui»  qui  ob  unicum  unttmmodo  prxftitom  prxcsptam,  non 
re)ieiens  interim  caetera,  fed  ea  approbaos,  mereturnomen  ITtaclitx.  Mai.  inr. 
Jfr.Ac  Rcfur.  I.  a.  c. 8.  p.  181.  But  then  he  faith,  L  i.  c.  6.  p.  43,  44.  that  the 
Aticieatt  held  they  vrcvt'  firft  to  fuffer  for  their  bad  de«d%  tlitfn  to  be  rewarded 
for  their gt>od  deeds;  but  ftill  all  IfnieKte«  were  to  W  finJ!y  haf))^,  wnlcfs'thcy 
diibcllfiYed  Profidcnce,  the  Law,  or  the  Refurre^tion. 
f  MatL  zxit.  36. 
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its  inconMencc  with  what  the  other  parts  of  fcripture  hath  . 
exprdsly  taught,  but  from  hence  alfo,  that  were  this  tbfe  cafe, 
all  finners  whatever  muft  receive  an  equal  condemnation ;  and 
jct  he  himfelf,  in  the  very  firft  of  the  next  chapter,  fpeaks  of 
fome  that  JhaU  receive  a  greater  condemnation.  Since  there- 
fere  this  could  not  be  his  meaning,  let  us  proceed 

I.  To  confider  what  it  was,  or  might  J>e. 

II.  To  draw  fuitable  inferenpes^  from  It, 

I.  To  confider  what  it  was^  ar  j.uftly  might  be. 

And  here,  offending  in  one  point  muil  of  neceility  fignifj 
offending  wilful! J  ^  for  through  ignorance,  inadvertence,  or 
farprife,  we  all  offend  in. many  things^  as  this  very  epiftle  tells 
us*;  yet  we  <:annot  think  the  text  was  intended  to  bring 
every  perfon  under  the  guilt  which  it  naentions :  and  there- 
fere  we  are  not  to  underftand  it  of  fach  offences,  but  of  pre* 
fnmptuous  and  habitual  fins,  that  whoever  breaks  xk^  law  in 
mu  point  ir  guilty  of  all. 

Again,  offending  in  one  point  may  mean  either  ofiending 
m  feme  one  of  fingular  importance,  or  in  aiiy  one,  great  or 
fekall.  There  have  been,  perfons,  who,  taking  it  in  the  foi> 
mer  fenfe,  have  uoderflood  the  one  point  to  be  that  of  mutual 
love,  which  St.  jfames  }\i&  before +,  as  well  as  6t.  PaulX,  fays 
is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law..  And  as  the  whole  lawi>f  focial 
life  is  briefify  comprehended  in  this  faying,  "Thoufbalt  love  thy 
jmghhourMs  thy f elf  \^  he,  who  offends  in  that  one,  will  cej- 
iainly  be  guilty  of  all,  fince  all  depend  on  that  ||  :  and  how.- 
ever  ftriffly  the  outward  afts  of  each  may  be  performed,  th^ 
iBward  fpirit  of  them  cannot  be  preferved.  But  if  it  be 
bought  rather,  that  offending  in  any  one  Jpoint  whatev-er  wa3 
meant  by  St.  ^amesy  thjen  we  muft  inquire  fome  what  farther^ 
to  know  what  the  laft  words*  g^Hty  ofall^  can  fignify.  They 
certainly  carry  an  appearance  of  aftonifliing  fcverity ;  and  yet 
there  is  no  neceility  of  underftanding  them  to  be  anj"  thing 
jnore  thin  a  ftrong  ezprefiion  (for  all  the  eaftern  people  ex^ 
prcfied  tbbgs  very  Ilrongly),  importing,  that  whoever  is  thus 

R  2  blameable^^ 

*  James  iiu  1.  f  Vcr.  S.  \  Rom.  xiii.  lo.  §  Vcr.  9. 

I  Mcrkoiit  omniiini  reus  qui  contra  illam  [Charitatem]  facit,  ex  qua  pendent 
Miinia.  Awg.  ad  Huren.  See  alfo  the  Life  of  St«  Erkeowald,  in  the  Appcndq^ 
t»  Dttgdale'»  Hiftory  of  Si.  Paul's,  p.  8. 
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blameable,  is  greatly  blameable,  and  liable  to  a  heavy  punifh- 
ment.  There  is  one  paflage  in  St.  Matthew  particularly, 
which  will  fliew  this  in  a  clear  light ;  I  mean  that,  where  our 
Saviour  tells  the  Jews,  that  on  themjbould  come  all  the  righ^ 
teous  blood  Jbed  upon  the  earth,  from  the  blood  of  righteous 
uibel  unto' the  blood  ofZacharias,  the  f on  of  Barachias,  whom 
they  Jkw  between  the  temple  and  the  altar.  Nor  was  he  con- 
tent with  faying  fo  once,  but  repeats  it  immediately.  Verily  I 
fay  unto  you,  all  thefe  things  Jball  come  itpon  this  generation  *. 
What  could  he  poffibly  m^an  here  ?  Not  literally,  that  any  of 
the  Jews  (hould  be  puniihed  on  account  of  the  murder  oiAbel^ 
for  they  did  not  fo  much  as  defcend  from  his  murderer  ;  nor 
that  any  of  that  generation  fhould  undergo  the  fentence  of 
God  for  what  another  generation  did ;  but,  as  their  wicked- 
hefs,  efpecially  in  perfecuting  him  and  his  difciples,  wa»,  and 
he  forefaw  would  be,  incredibly  great,  he  defigned  to  fay,,  m 
the  moft  forcible  manner,  that  their  ptiniihment  fhould  be  fo 
too.  And  to  raife,  if  poffible,  their  conceptions  of  it  high 
enough,  he  purpofely  ufes  terms,  which,  if  taken  ftrifidy, 
firould  be  too  high  \  and  fpeaks,  as  if  every  innocent  man, 
that  had  ever  been  put  to  death,  ihould  have  his  blood  re. 
quired  at  their  hands.  Nor  did  he  alone  venture  on  foch 
forms  of  fpeech,  St.  ^ohn  hath  exaftly  the  fame,  where  he 
faith,  that  in  Babylon  was  found  the  blood  of  all  that  were 
flain  upon  the  earth  \,  This  may  feem  to  us  taking  a  flrange 
liberty,  but  it  was  familiar  to  the  Jews  ;  their  own  writers 
lince  are  full  of  it ;  and  abound  in  fayings,  which  they  intend 
only  for  bold  figures j  and  the  ignorant  miftake  for  grofs  ab- 
furdities.  Indeed  all  languages  have  more  or  lefs  in  them  of 
this  kind ;  only  we  overlook  it  in  our  own,  while  we  are 
ibocked  at  it  in  others.  To  fay,  that  a  man  hath  done  aS 
the  mifchief,  or  fufFered  all  the  mifery  in  the  world,  is  fo 
common  a  way  of  fpeaking,  that  perhaps  we  fliall  be  furprif- 
ed,  upon  recollection,  to  find  it  quite  as  ftrong  as  the  before- 
mentioned  ones  out  of  fcripture.  Juft  in  the  fame  manner, 
then,  as  the  Jews  of  that  one  age  were  to  bear  the  puniih- 
ment  of  all  the  righteous  blood,  that  had  been  Ihed  in  all  ages, 
the  wilful  breakers  of  one  commandment  incur  the  guilt  of 

breaking 

*  Matt,  xxlii.  is^  3<.  t  ^^^*  x^>^*  24« 
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heaking  all  the  comtnandments  ;  that  is,  their  crime  is  very 
grezt,  and  their  condemnation  fhall  be  in  proportion.  For 
diey  who  offend  bnt  againft  a  fingle  precept,  jet  if  thej  do  it 
jdlberatdj  and  habitnallj,  which,  jon  have  feen,  is  the  cafe 
here  fuppofed,  are  doubdefs  faulty  to  a  much  greater  degree, 
than  fuch  as  offend  againft  more,  but  kfs  frequently,  and  with, 
out  defign. 

Had  therefore  the  words  of  the  text  been  true  only  in  thii 
loafer  fenfe,  they  had  ftill,  confidering  the  genius  of  the  eafU 
em  ftile,  been  very  juftifiable.  But  indeed  there  is  much 
farther  truth  in  them.  ¥or guilty  of^  may  mean  liable  to; 
diefcriptnre  iaith,  guihy  of  death  ^^  as  well  as  of  fin;  and 
thes,  guilty  of  all,  may  mean,  liable  to  all  the  puniihments 
daxmnced  by  the  law,  in  his  proper  degree.  Or  though  we 
fnppofe  the  phrafe  to  fignify ,  as  it  feems  to  do,  guilty  of 
breaking  all  the  precepts  of  the  law,  ftill,  when  any  perfon 
prcfomptuoufly  tranfgreffes  one  part,  his  guilt  in  fome  mea* 
fore  extends  to  the  whole.  For  the  whole  of  God's  law  is 
lot  one  fyftcm,  and  every  part  of  it  connefted  with  every 
other ;  fo  that,  if  any  is  broken,  all  are  Veakened.  The 
whole  of  piety  and  virtue  is  but  one  difpofition  of  mind,  one 
uniferm  principle  of  doing  what  is  fit ;  and  if  what  is  unfit 
may  ever  be  done,  there  can  be  no  reafon  af&gned  why  it  may 
not  always  be  done  t-  Further  yet :  The  lawgiver's  title  to 
command,  from  which  the  law  derives  its  whole  force,  this 
too  is  one  and  the  fame  throughout ;  and  if  he  hath  not  a 
right  to  be  obeyed  in  every  article,  he  hath  no  right  to  be 
obeyed  at  all.  The  obfervation  that  follows  in  the  verfe  af. 
.  tcr  the  text,  is  perfeflly  juft ;  be  that  faid^  Do  not  commit 
adukeryy  faid  alfo^  Do  not  kill :  nor  is  there  a  higher  regard 
due  to  him  in  one  cafe  than  in  the  other.  Whoever  therefore 
denies  the  obligation  of  any  precept,  which  he  admits  to  be  a 
precept,  drowns  the  whole  authority  of  God  at  once ;  for  he' 

hath  not  a  jot  more  in  the  reft  than  he  hath  in  this,  where  he 

is 

*  Matt.  xxTi.  6^. 
t  The  fixnik  of  Mix.  Tyr.  DiF.  31.  §  a.  £dit.  1740,  though  applied  fame- 
vbt  differeotly  by  him,  is  ai)pli€able  to  this  purpole  alfa    nftrtf  ymf  m  nu^ 
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is  allowed  npne  *•  Or,  if  a  perfon  onlj  reiiifes  to  obej  % 
commandment,  which  he  thinks  is  not  one,  jet,  if  his  think- 
ing fo  proceeds  from  his  unwillingnefs  to  think  otherwife,  it 
may  be  a  near  approach  to  the  fame  guilt ;  for,  at  this  rate, 
fae  maj  x^t8L  them  all,  if  he  diflikes  them  ftU.  Nay,  fup« 
pofing  he  doth  not  fet  himfelf  to  difbelieve  hi«  duty,  but  is 
prevailed  on  b j  temptation  to  negleA  fome  part,  yet  then,  he 
not  only  might,  with  juil:  as  good  reajbn,  oegleft  every  part; 
but  probably  it  is  from  no  principle  of  confcience  that  he 
performs  any.  Attention  to  his  intereft,  or  want  of  indma* 
lion,  ma^  keep  him  good  in  moft  cafes  befides ;  but  if  the 
fear  of  God,  or  love  of  virtue,  were  wh%t  kept  him  fo,  one 
Jhould  think  it  would  have  kept  him  from  one  fin  as  well  as 
|rom  another*  And  therefore  he  that  violates  any  divine 
command,  it  may  be  feared  is  guilty  in  the  reft,  which  he 
obferves,  of  notobferying  them  on  fuch  grounds  as  h^  Jhpuld; 
which,  to  the  pnrpofes  of  reli^ign  and  hi^  own  future  happi-r 
nefis,  is  too  near  a-kin  to  not  obferving  them  cit  all.  For  if 
;m  a&ion,  which  would  otherwi(e  be  a  good  one,  is  done  from 
»,  motive  that  h^i^h  no  good  in  it,  this  cannot  be  the  fervicc 
that  God  requires.  And  on  fome  of  thefe  accounts  perhaps 
it  is,  that  Ttutly  affirms,  in  words  jpretty  much  like  tho/e  of 
the  text,  that  whoever  is  deftitute  of  any  one  virtue,  is  pof« 
feiTed  of  non^  t« 

But  I  would  not  be  quite  fo  rigid  neither.  There  tre 
4oubtlefs  but  too  msgiy  inconiiftent  perfons,  much  to  be  pif^ 
ti^  and  often  in  feveral  particulars  to  be  efteemed,  that  (hew 
a  true  and  great  regard  to  their  duty  in  fome  things,  whil^ 
in  others  they  ar^  enticed  te  ad  very  ill.  Thef<^  now  are  not 
the  moft  highly  faulty,  but  ftiU  redUy  faulty,  with  refpeft  to 
the  whole  of  God's  law.  In  thofifi.  br^ohes  which  they  tranf- 
^refs,  there  can  be  no  queftion  of  their  guilt ;  and  in  thofe 
which  they  obferve,  they  are  guilty  at  Jcaft  of  laying  in  their 

*  llie  Talmu^ifts  obferve  tliii  partioilaTly  concerniof  a  denial  •f  the  lab* 

i>"h-  San  isu  iS'K3  nnc^a  nfiisn  minn  rho  ^*- 

£fra  gives  the  reafon  :  For  he  denies  the  creation.  Seld.  de  Jore  Mat.  jk  Genu 
1.  3.  c.  10. 

t  Ecquid  fcis  igicur<^virtutem— >fi  anam  confciTus  fis  te  noo  habere,  Dullain 
elTe  te  habiturum  f  Tufc.  Difp.  lib.  a.  §  13.  Edit.  Davic^  l^crc  £;£  otbiv 
auuhontlet  in  the  antes.    See  alfo  De  Fin.  5—23. 
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own  waj  grievous  temptations  to  tranfgrefs  them.  For  the 
indulgience  of  anj  iin  ftrangdj  leads  men  at  all  times,  and  al^ 
moft  forces  them  at*  fome  times,  into  the  conmiiiSoiT  of  many 
iDore,  which  poi&blj  they  little  thonght  of;  till  at  the  breach, 
which  appeared  fmall  and  harmlefs,  there  ruflies  in  a  torrent, 
that  overwhelm!  every  thing  right  in  them  ;  and  thus,  by 
ofendrng  im  one  pointy  they  tod  frequently  become,  in  the 
ftriaeft  icokf  guilty  of  all*.  Their  guilt  indeed,  as  to  thefe 
latter  fins,  is  not  complete,  till  they  have  committed,  them  ^ 
bat  it  began,  when  they  brought  themfelves  firft  into  the  ha- 
zard of  committing  them.  And  even  ihould  they  be  fo  hap* 
P7aa  to  efcape,  ruiming  into  danger  is  no  (mall  mifbehaviour* 

Another  fault  of  theirs,  with  refpeft  to  fuch  parts  of  God's 
hw  as  they  do  not  perfonally  break,  is,  that  their  example  of 
oSeDding  in  fome  points,  encourages  the  world  around  diem 
to  oflend  in  other  points.  For  if  you  indulge  the  vice  which 
joa  like,  why  may  not  diey  indulge  the  vices  they  like  ? 
And  thus,  though  you  are  guilty  'of  pra&ifing  but  one  fin, 
yon  are  guilty  of  promoting  the  pradlice  of-  every  fin  ;  and 
win  fliare  in  the  crime,  and  confequently  in  the  puniihment, 
not  only  of  what  you  diredly  do,  but  perhaps  of  what  yoa 
abhor,  becaufe  you  have  been  the  occafion  of  others  doing  it. 

But  there  is  ftill  a  (enfe  left,  and  a  very  interefting  one,  in 
which  the  words  of  St.  James  are  true  ;  the  royal  law^  that 
he  mentions  juft  before  the  text,  and  refers  to  in  it,  is  plainly 
die  bw  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  that  is,  the  gofpel.  Now, 
the  gofpel  terms  of  falvatton  are,  that,  whoever  fincerely, 
though  imperfe&ly,  obferves  the  whole  of  its  precepts,  is  en- 
titled, through  faith,  to  its  ibrgivenefs  and  rewards  :  but  if  a 
perfbn  is  wilfully  guilty  of  any  one  fin,  fo  long  as  he  conti. 
noes  in  that  ftate,  Cbrift Jball profit  bim  nothing^.  For,  even 
fuppoiing  him  pardoned  before,  that  pardon  was  but  a  condi- 
do&al  one,  and  cannot  become  abfolute,  till  the  time  of  his 
trial  is  over.  Every  prefumptuous  tranfgrefilon  opens^  the 
tcoonnt  anew,  which  repentance  and  amendment  had  clofed  ; 

.and 

*  Si  fatereris  fcicQter' janiiaun  incexidifie,  fi  unum  tignum,  pato,  tota  dornu* 
.  iateQigeretiir  c^  parte.    Nee  enim  qnifquam  omaia  inceodic,  fed  unain  aliquam 
Fvtoa,  ex  qua  furgat  in  omnia  fe  fparfurus  ignis.    S«B«  £xcerpu  Declam.  lili. 
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tnd  flBu&es  him  a  debtor  once  again  for  every  thiag  that  lie 
hath  ever  done  amifs.  Read  but  the  parable  of  the  unmerci-^ 
fill  ferrant»  in  the  z  8th  chapter  of  St.  Matthew,  and  70a  will 
be  perfeOlj  fatisfied  of  this  truth.  Indeed  the  retj  reafoh  of 
the  thing  fliews,  that  whoever  performs  not  all  the  conditions 
of  the  Ghriftian  covenant^  is  entitled  to  nonoof  the  benefits 
of  it :  but  thottgh  his  cafe  fhall  doubtleis  be  equitably  confi- 
deredy  and  with  due  allowances  to  his  former  virtue  ot  peni* 
tenoe,  yet  it  ihall  not  be  confidered  as  costing  under  the  pro- 
mifes  of  the  gofpel ;  but  he  remains  chargeable,  though  not 
with  any  thing  he  hath  not  done,  yet  with  every  thing  he 
hath  done*  And^which  of  God's  commandments  is  there^  ditt 
we  have  not,  at  fome  time,  in  fome  degree,  wilfully  trad^ 
grefled  ?  This  therefore  is  a  Very  importaat  fenijc,  were  there 
no  other,  in  which  he,  who  oiFends  in  one  pointy  is  guilty  of 
all. 

You  fee  then  how  entirely  juftifiable  this  paiTage  of  St. 
yames  appears,  when  well  examined.  And  the  chief  things 
to  be  remembered  concerning  it  are  thefe.  He  doth  not  mean, 
ihat  conmiitting  one  fin  makes  our  condition  juft  as  bad  as 
committing  ever  fo  miany.  But  he  may  reafonably  mean,  that 
being  vicious  in  any  refped,  weakens  and  endangers  our  tit* 
tue  in  every  refpeft ;  that  deliberately  breaking  GM's  law, 
but  in  one  otfe,  implies  in  it  a  denial  of  his  authority  in  all 
^es  i  and  not  only,  in  juft  confequence,  may,  but  daily,  ia 
fad,  doth  produce  an  univerfal  difregard  to  him,  both  in  oar- 
felves  and  others  ;  nay,  fuppofing  the  mifchief  to  flop  far  flnrt 
cf  this,  yet  that  a  failure  in  any  fingle  condition  of  the  gofpel 
covenant  precludes  us  from  all  the  rewards,  and  in  a  degree 
proportioned  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  failure,  will  bring  upon 
«i8  all  the  threatenings  cf  it.    Let  us  therefore  now  confidet, 

IL  The  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  the  words  thus  ex- 
plained ;  which  are  two. 

I.  Since  it  is  neither  affirmed  by  St.  yames,  nor  true  in it- 
fel^  that  the  guilt  of  any  one  fin  is  equal  to  the  guilt  of  ever 
fo  great  a  multitude  of  fins,  there  can  be  no  encouragement 
in  the  world  for  the  wicked  to  run  on  in  ftiU  more  wicked- 
neb ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  next  to  becoming  uniformly  good| 
their  moft  ferious  intereft  lies  in  lefiening  the  number  and 
meafure  of  the  things  in  which  they  are  bad.     Too  common- 
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fy,  when  <tiite  they  are  fstUisn  into  the  prance  of  a  fin^  either 
k  ftqmres  anether  to  eonceai-  or  fupport  it^  Or  a  fecond  incli-  • 
BBtioB  elaixns  the  fame  right  to  indulgence  as  the  firft^  or  un^ 
eafy  reflbdiohe  irm  them  to  feek  lEbr  coofolation  from  irre« 
hpon»  principles;  or  Io£i  of  reputation  amongft  the  virtuous; 
leilaeea  diera-  to  cortiit  acceptanee;  at  anj  rate  thej  can  haHre 
k,  among  the  vicious.     And  though  thej  lire  fenfible  that  all 
dib  plunger  diem  die^per;  yet  their  reafoning  is,  that  any  one  / 
fio>  a  the  ibripture  he  true^  makes  their  cafe  defperate^  and 
ever  fo  many  can  do  &k>  more  ;  that^  if  they  are  to  be  inife- 
rriile  hereafter^  whoex^er  ventures  upon  the  things  it  is  arrant 
iMiidity  in  him  to  be  folicitous  aboixt  the  degree  of  it^  and 
Uve  in  si  ftate  of  perpetual  inconfiftency^  neither  hoping  at  all 
In*  th^  rewards  of  virtue^  n6'r  cnjdying  freely  the  pleafures 
if  viee.     Now^  undeniably  this  fort  of  condud  is  a  folly,  and 
tbere  id  only  one  fort  greater ;  but  that  is  the  very  one,  of 
wMefeyou  make  choice ;  refolving  to  do  amifs  in  more  points^ 
becanfc  you  do  amifd  in  fome  ;  and  to  make  your  condition 
as  miock-  worfe  as  yofi  can,  becaufe  it  is  a  very  bad  oiie  aU 
ready.     If  the  mifery^  which  God  will  inflift  hereafter,  is  to 
be  feared^  furely  an  increaft  of  it  Is,-  exadly  in  proportion,  fo 
mudi  more  to^  be  feared  ;  and^  in  fuch  a  cafe  as  this,  a  large 
iaereafe  muft  be  expe^ed*     There  may  be  excufes  pleaded 
£Dr  falling  into  fome  &ults^  but  there  can  be  no  excufe  for 
adding  others  to  them  wilfully:     iThere  may  be  hope   of 
amendment^  while  you  are  gone  but  a  little  wrbng<$  and  per- 
haps you  pleafe  yourfeif  with  the  thought  that  you  ihall 
amend ;  at  kaft  the  time  may  come^  when  that  profpeS,  if 
you  could  entertain  it^  woifld  be  a  pleafi-.ig  one  indeed.    Why 
then,  in  the  mean  while^  will  you  be  needlefsly  deviating  far- 
ther and  farther ;  and  laying  daily  ne\v  obllacles  (feme  of 
trhidi  may  prote  infuperable),  in  the  way  of  your  own  re- 
turn ?    Poffibly,  indeed^  you  may  utterly  defpife  fuch  confi- 
dexattons  as  thefe,  and  think  it  great  bravery  to  do  fo ;  but  it 
5s  an  unwife  bravery ^     You  are  not  certain^  you  cannot  be 
certain^  that  either  innndrality,  or  contempt  of  religion,  ara 
&fc  things  :  and  if  Aey  are  iinfafe,  the  lefs  you  are  guilty  of 
either  the  better.    .Were  a  future  account  only  pofSble^  it 
Ought  to  put  you  under  no  fmall  reftraints  ;  but  how  much. 
greater,  if  it  be  probaWe^  if  it  be  certain  ?  It  is  very  true, 
^OL.  III.  S  the 
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th^  only  behaviour  that  will  fecure  jou  thoroughlj^  is  ktep^ 
ing  clear  of  every  thing  bad  f  but  at  leaft  do  not  go  lengtks 
to  which  jou;  are  not  tempted  v  do  not  go  every  length  to 
which  70U  are  tempted.  *  If  you  will  be  debauched^  whj  will 
jon  be  injurious  too  ?  If  jou  will  be  both  di£K)lute  and  dit 
honefty.  why  need  you  be  profane  alfo»  and  fcom  and  ridicule 
virtue  and  piety,,  as  weU  as  ne^eA  them  ?  Oryscm  the  other 
handy,  however  you  ad  in  relation  to  things  of  the  next  worlds 
why  ihould  you  abandon  ,yourfelf  to  profiigateaefs  and  fdlj 
in  refpe6^  of  this,  and  be  wretched  before  your  time  ?  Fear 
not  in  the  leaft,  but  there  will  be  guilt  and  mifchief  fiiU 
enough  in  thofe  kinds  and  degrees  of  fin,  fcom  which  ytm 
imagine  you  cannot  abftain  ;  fa  that  you  will  have  no  oocspt 
iion  to  increafe  the  lift  of  them  wantonly.  And  be  affured^ 
that  however  painful  it  maybe  to  retreat^ or  ftx>p  fhort  where 
ypu  are^  going  farther  on  will  be  much  more  fo,  probably  it 
this  life,  but  aftliredly  hereafter.  For  if  God  will  at  all  d]£- 
tinguiih  then  between,  good  and  bad  (as  he  muft  and  will,  if 
he  be  juft,  or  wife,  or  true),,  he  will  as  certainly  difiinguiihi 
and  t9  purppfe  too,,  between  bad  and  wprfe. 
4  But  abfurd  as  it  would  be  to  reckon  one  fiu  a3  dangeroni 
as  many  (againft:  which,  notwithftanding,  it  was  needful  tt 
give  a  ftrong  caution,  becaufe  the.  text,  at  firft  fight,  may  ap- 
pear to  favour  it),  ftill  the  oppofite  error  is  equally  abfnrdj 
which  yet,  in  fpite  of  the  text,  the  whole  fcripture,)  and  the 
plaineft  didates  of  common  reafon,.  great  multitudes  lyill  per- 
iift  in ;  that,  I  mean,  of  thinking  or  ading,  as  if  thej  thought^ 
that  (ince  every  one  is  peculiarly  inclined  ta  Come  fault  joc 
other,  he  will  be  difpenfed  with  in  that,  provided  he  pei^omu 
but  the  reft  of  his  duty  tolerably  well.     And  therefore, 

2,.  The  principal  inference  to  be  drawn  from  St.  ^Smn^xV 
words,  is,  that  no  one  fin  whatever  can  be  wilfully  indulged, 
without  forfeiting  our  falvation.  .Indeed  if  it  could;  if  our 
obedience  may  fafely  fail  juft  where  alone  it  is,  properly 
fpeaking,  tried ;  that  is,  where  we'  find  ourfelves  peculiarly 
tempted  to  difobey  ;  what  proof  do  we  give  of  any  regard  t« 
virtue,  or  what  muft  become  of  the  interefts  of  it  in  the 
world'?  Few  people  have  above  one  or  two  faults  to  which 
they  are  much  addifted  ;  fo  that  allowing  them  thefe,  is  al^ 
lowing  them  all ;  and  giving  them  leave  to  be  as- wicked  as 
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tfccf  tvaot  ta  be.  Or  fiippofing  they  have  feverd  bad  indi- 
Bttioiis ;  jctp  i£  one  of  them  ts  to  be  forgiven^  becaufe  it  is  ti 
bTOurite,  whj  not  the  reft,  if  thej  can  make  the  fame  ples^  ? 
And  further,  if  joar  faults  are  to  be  overlooked  in  the  daj 
of  judgment,  why  not  the^ffepent  faults  of  every  one  elfe  ? 
Qae  perfon  is  prone  to  intemperance,  anothet  to  lewdnefs,  a 
dmd  to  fiiliehood  and  diflionefly,  a  fourth  to  malice  and  re- 
venge. If  inclination,'  and  confiitution,  and  what  we  are 
pleafed  to  call  nature,  is  to  be  a  warrant  for  any  of  thefe^ 
why  not  for  aH  ?  But  ybu  will  plead  it  perhaps  only  for 
teaH  fins.  And  fo  one  is  'induijred  firft,  becaufe  it  i^  a  little 
•  OK ;  thea  another,  becaufe  it  is  not  much  bigger ;  and  where 
ftaD  we  ftop,  or  in  what  will  this  end  ?  Every  one's  fin  is 
finsli  in  his  own  opinion,  and  none  is  fo  in  reality.  For^  Be 
it  in  what  inilance  it  will,  difobeying  our  Maker,  violating 
tar  confciences,  and  breaking  through  the  facred  bonds  of 
tmth  Kod  duty,  can  never  be  deemed  a  flight  matter,  nor  wiH 
it  hereafter  be  found  fo. 

But  is  there  no  allowance  then  to  be  made  for  human 
wcaknefs,  and  the  flrength  of  temptation  ?  Undoubtedly  gfeat 
iDowaace,  in  aZlfuch  failings  as  we  watch,  and  ilrive,  and 
pray  againft,  and  perfevere  in  oppofing  :  but  then,  whoever 
dodi  this  in  earned,  wilt  certainly  gain  ground  of  his  fail- 
ings ;  and  therefore  whoever  gains  little  or  no  ground,  doth 
iifoc  do  it  in  eamefl.  Wiihing'  now  and  then  that  we  were 
better ;  being  grieve^  a  little  ^hen  we  think  how  had  we 
are ;  and,  in  a  fudden  fit  of  goodnefs,  making  a  famt  eflay  to- 
wards reformation,  and  laying  it  afide  again  ;  this  is  far  from 
performing  what^  by  the  afliftance  of  Heaven,  we  might,  if 
we  would.  And  whoever  can  think  that  no  more  is  expeded 
of  him,  muft  think  at  the  fame  time,  that  God  hath  very  lit- 
tk  attention. to  the  ob£ervance  of  his  laws,  and  that  his  laws 
are  of  very  little  ufe  towards  the  government  of  the  world. 

All  perfons  therefore,  who  have  a  proper  regard  to  fome 
hraaches  of  their  duty,  but  not  to  others,  ought  ferioufly  to 
confider,  that  they  are  doing  a  great  deal,  without  doing  any 
thing  to  eSed,  for  want  of  doing  the  whole  ;  that  it  muft  Jbe 
peculiarly  grievous  to  them  in  the  next  life,  to  come  fo  near 
Ae  kingdom  of  heaven,  afid  yet  to  fall  Ihort  of  it ;  to  be  aU 

S  2  mo^^ 
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p^f  but  a0t  4ihagetbsr  Organs  *^  Sinpe^ejr  ^Jse  -ptm^ 
);o  corred  part  of  their  bad  inclinations,  k  cannot  \x^t  be 
^isrth  tbeir  while .  to  corred;  the  reft.  Either  it  will  not  be 
verj  difBcu}^,  or  the  difficiiltj  will  net  continue  yer^  ^cmg^ 
er  the  reward  will  be  very  ample*.  And  wbichfoevcr  is  the 
cafe,  it  muft  evidentlj  be  their  intereft  to  make  their  lives 
eaiV,  hj  walking  in  ^vcry  ordinance  ^ihe  Lor4  biamehfs  f  ; 
isxn  ftiJhaU  Vie  not  he  cofifounded^  if  we  have  re^eB  tuUo  iJt 
^is  commandments  %, 

But  then  we  xnuft  ever  underftand  this^  not  onlj  of  moral 
duties,  not  onl}'^  of  the  duties  of  natural  religion,  but  of  re* 
yealed  alfo  ;  and  pai^cularlj  of  that  gfeat  nnd  leading  oooit 
mandment,  t^at  we  believe  on  tie  mane  f^ijis  Son  yefiu  Chryi^  ^ 
believe  in  him  pra&icaQj,  as  weU  as  fpepula^ively.^  -believe 
in  him  as  our  Redeemer  and  Mediator,  no  lefs  divi  our  in-. 
ilruftor  ;  truHing  in  his  merits  for  pardc^  and  afoeptance  ^ 
in  hi$  grace  forilrength  ^nd  comfort^  and  feeking to hej^wfi 
in  him^  not  having  our  own  righteoujnefi^  which  is  <^the  laUt^ 
hut  that  which  is  o/Qod  by  faith  ||.  For  we  have  all  offend- 
ed in  every  point ;  and  having  recoprfe  to  (his  pne^  of  ^ni- 
tent  faith  in  ChrLft,  working  by  love,  is  our  only  cure  foe 
pail  iins,  our  only  means  of  future  obedience.  By  the  deed*. 
qfthe  lawJbaU  nojicfh  kejuftified^'^  but  \^o/oiver  iehevak 
in  bifn,jball  not  he  ajbatned  **. 

•  A^i  xxvi.  aS,  %f.      f  tukc  16.  i  Pfal  cxxix.  6.    5  I  John  iiL  13, 
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SERMON    CVI, 


The  Jdbt  Estimate  of  the  Shortness  of  Hum^v^k  J^tfe^ 

AND  OyK  PRpPER  5MP;L0YMElff  HERJf ^ 


Psalm  zc^  i2. 

A  fMiA  «j  <o  mumhr  oirr  /f^r^^,  ^«e  wr  may  ^fffy  our  bettrti 
^  unto  wifdom^ 

THERE  are  npt  tnanj  fubjeSliB  reeoinmended  40  ofteii 
frcmi  the  pulpit  to  your  fericms  con^fideration,  as  tkp 
jbottnefs  and  unoertamtj  4Kf  human  life :  indeed  diere  are 
wrjrfew  chat  defenre  it  fo  well.     For  oar  bufinefs  is,  net  ta 
fBtercain  the  cnriofity  of  oiir  hearers  with  ksumed  difeoreriesj^ 
nfined  fpecxilatiQns,  or  tuicommon  remarks,  ibut  ^  remind 
dioa  oontinnallj  of  fuch  trnths  as  are  moft  tifefiil  te  direfi: 
Ihetr  pra&ice,  bj  mending  their  hearts.    And  how  impoffible 
fbarer  it  may  appear,  that  any  one  (hould  be  ignorant  of  fome 
of  diem,  yet  if  men  will  forget  or  negleA  them,  and  live  as  if 
diej  knew  them  not,  they  muft  be  ftill  repeated  and  inculcate 
el    The  wifdom  of  our  gracious  Maker  hath  provided^  that 
die  greateft  part,  not  only  of  our  duties,  hxit  of  the  motives 
to  perform  them,  ihall  naturally  and  frequently  fuggeft  them- 
tires  to  our  minds.  And  amongft  the  latter,  one  ihould  diink 
dietewas  none  more  obvious,  more  unavoidable,  than  the 
coafideration  of  our  own  mortality*    But  as  ^<^e  objefts^ 
which  are  contimially  prefent  to  o^r  fienfts,  are  apt,  for  that 
KaCian,  fcaroely  to  afied  us  more  than  if  they  were  abfent ; 
b  diis  truth,  being  fiEuniliarized'  to  us  by  daily  examples,^ 
dwut  which  we  are  indifferent^^  makes  almoft  as  little  im- 
preffion  upon  us  as  if  the  cafe  were  otherwife.     It  is  a  h&p 
wbich  we  have  no  doubt  of,  and  no  pleafure  ^n  ;  we  there-< 
^r^tum  byr  thought^  to  fomewh^t  dfe,  with  fuch  unhappy 
^  "  (ttccefsy 
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feccefsy  that,  though  the  confequences  of  it  are  the  moft  ise* 
;fiereftmg  to  us  ^^  that  poiBblj  can  be,  multitudes  of  us'livcy 
;as  if  we  neither  .believed  nor  Xufpeded  ^7  thing  pi  the  mat- 
ter. When 'indeed  the  voice  of  exfaortationy  or  the  unexpeft- 
«d  deceafe  of  a  friend  or  acquaintan6e,  forces  us  to  attend,  we 
apknowledge,  fo;:  that  mome«Lty  ^and  perhaps  with  fome  coiv 
eern,  that  we  mull  e?[:ped  .to  die  foon ;  but  quickly  proceed 
again  to  ad,  as  if  we  {loped  to  live  for  ever.  And  therefore 
it  was  a  wife  prayer  of  Mofesy  that  God  would  condefcend  ta 
lielp  our  infirmitj  in  this  important  point.  Sq  teacb  ui  io 
nrnmber  our  days^  tbajt  we  may  apply  our  hearts  to  moifdwm^ 
Or,  as  the  words  may  be  tranflated,  without  any  material 
diange  in  the  fenfe  ;  Teacb  us  to  number  our  days  (bus  ;  ta 
i^unt  them,  as  the  preceding  part  of  the  p£ilip  had  don^  likf 
ibitJUep  of  a  night,  like  fbe  grqfs^  xutf^tcb  in  the  momingjhm* 
ri/betby  but  by  the  evening  is  cut  down  and  withered :  or  again, 
Teacb  u^  to  number  our  days  arigbt ;  and  we  will  brings  tl^ 
is,  in  order  to  learn,  or^  wefiall  acquire^  an  beart  ofwifdom^ 
The  expreffion  of  numbering  our  days^  catnes  in  it  an  im- 
plication that  they  are  not  many.  For  in  fcripture^  as  being 
mtbout  number  denotes  a  large  multitude  *,  (p  the  contrary 
phra&  hath  of  jcourfe  the  contrary  fignification*  Thus,  wheu 
Mofes  mentions  the  xrontinuance  of  the  doud  only  a  few  days 
vpon  the  tabernacle,  it  is  in  the  Hebrew  ^ii^x  if  number  \^ 
When  he  threatens,  Tibe  Lord  JbaU  fcatter  you  amongjl  tbc 
nations^  and  ye  JbaU  he  left  few  in  number^  it  is  again  only 
Wien  of  number  %•  And  when  Beljba%%ar  is  told,  that  God 
hatb  numbered  hif  kingdom^  the  meaning  is,  that  its  conclufion 
was  near  at  hand  §•  Yet  we  cannot  fay,  that  life  is  too  fliort 
for  us  to  enjoy  the  prop^  happinefs  of  it.  For  in  our  pre- 
lent  £aUen  condition,  all  things  confidered,  we  have  much  rea- 
lm to  be  contented,  nay  thankful,  that  the  duration  of  man 
upon  earth  is  no  longer ;  and  ihould  have  fuflicient  caufe  to 
be  weary  of  it  if  it  were.  For  furely  tbreefcore  years  and  ten 
is  jEull  fpace  enough  to  be  fpedators  of,  and  fharers  in,  the 
follies,  the  fins,  the  fufierin^s,  of  fuch  a  world  as  this.     And 
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lodi  tbej  who  2,re /ojlrong  that  they  come  tofourfc4)re  year9^ 
cxpcrienoe  a  peculiar  degree  of  labour  andforrow  *  :  and  ti^j 
tbaty  sifter  waJjhing  with  God,  are  taken  by  bim  f  ever  fo  ear« 
Ij,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  taken  away  in  laercy/rom  evilX 
ef  one  kind  or  another.  Nor  is  life  too  ihort  for  the  bu£ne& 
we  have  to  do  in  it.  For  God  requires,  in  this  and  all  re^- 
^wdsy  only  in  proportion  to  what  he  gives.  And  we  ifaould 
ereiy  one  of  us  eafilj  do  the  whole  that  is  needful  here^  would 
ve  but  refie&  what  it  is,  and  fet  about  it  in  eameft  4  which 
tbej  that  will  npt^  when  the  hours  allotted  them  are  fo  fevi^ 
would  be  lefi  likelj  ftill,  if  thej  had  more  to  trifle  awaj* 
But  tbe^  jet  remains  a  iienfe,  in  which  we  all  feel  and  own 
the  ihortneis  of  life^  when  it  is  too  late,  if  not  before ;  that  i% 
we  find  it  walte  much  quicker  than  we  imagined  ^  not  only 
becauie  we  feldom  attain  to  live  near  fo  many  years  as  we 
flatter  ourfelves,  but  becaufe  the  utmoft  extent  to  which  we 
can  live,  doth  not  allow  fuch  a  multitude  of  things  to  be  done 
in  it,  as  fome  fancy  and  imprudentfy  attempt,  nor  afford  room 
hx  fuch  wafte  and  negligence,  or  fuch  a  £eries  of  errors  and 
wxoikg  fteps,.  as  6thers  adventure  upon..  And  this  being  fo 
trident  and  intereiling  a  truth,  the  ferious  and  frequent  con*- 
fideration  of  what  it  forbids,  and  what  it  calls  for,  mufl.  pow^ 
erfully  contribute  to  produce  both  a  temper  and  a  condud  (£ 
true  wifdom. 

But  to  this  end,  we  ihould  place  beifore  our  ^yts  two  difr- 
tlnd  views  of  our  exiflence  here  :  as  it  regards  the  prefent 
world,,  and  as  it  is  alfo  a  date  of  preparation  for  a  future^ 
At  prefent  I  fhall  dwell  chiefly  on  the  former  view ;  whiclv 
though  it  be  a  very  confined  and  imperfeft  one,,  yet  'was  of  fo 
great  ufe  to  the  good  and  virtuous  under  the  Old  Teftament, 
when  the  world  to  come  was  lefs  clearly  revealed,  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  flignted  now.  And  it  vifibly  hath  this  ad- 
Tsnt^ge,  that  whatever  is  rightly  inferred  from  it,  mufl  be 
iniverfally  coufefTed ;  becaufe,  let  men  bring  themfelves  to 
think  ever  fo  little,  or  doubt  ever  fo  much,  concerning  tlie 
next  life,  they  cannot  doubt,  but  that  which  now  is,  will 
ibon,  and  they  know  not  how  foon,  come  to  its  conclufion ; 
from  which  truth  alone^  if  they  reflect  on  iK  duly,  they  will 
/  not 
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jibt  fail'  to  leani  importtat  leiTons  of  moral^  snd  even  pidof 
(which  will  dins  appear  to  be  wife)  behaviour.  At  oftSe 
green  leaves  on  a  thick  tree;  faith  the  fon  of  Siracb^  fomefiiB 
and  fome  grow;  fo  is  the  generation  of  Jkjb  and  blotfd:  Om 
tometh  to  an  end;  and  another  is  iariii  '  Every  wori  rottetb 
and  conjumeth  away^  and  the  ivorier  thereof  Jball  go  withal^ 
Blejfcd  is  the  man  that  doth  meditate  good  things  in  vs^orn^ 
and  thai  reafoneth  of  holy  things^  by  his  under/landing  ^i 

1.  Firft  then,  as  all  virtues  in  general,  both  by  their  own 
]proper  infinenee,  and  the  blef&ng  of  God,  which  fea^in  leads 
Bs  to'  e2cpe6:,  and  Icripture  ^stprefslj  aifixres  us  of^  condnce 
to  prolong  onr  dajs^  die  conlideration  of  their  naturad  bre- 
-Hty  msgr  well  direA  us  to  a-  virtuo*«  condnft ;  particularly 
to  fobrietyy  temperance,  and  chaftity  j  to  a  prudent  modersu 
tion  of  anger ;  and  to  whatever  duties  have  efpeciaify  the 
pronrifc  or  the  profpeff  of  long  life  annexed  to  then! •  For 
nothing  6an  be  more  abfurd,  than  to  contrad  into  a  jet  nar- 
rower compafs  what  is  fb  far  from  needing  it ;  unlefs  it  be 
complaining  againft  Providence,  that  human  life  is  of  ib  fknall 
continuance,  when  ours  might  be  of  much  greater,  if  we 
would  J  nay,  when  |jerhaps,-  at  the  ^ry  moment  of  our  coin- 
plaint,  we  zxt  taking  all  the  pains  we  can,-  not  to  Kve  out  one 
half  of  the  few  days  that  are  appointed  to  man  upon  earth ; 
and,  in  thofe  we  do  live,  to  make  ourfelves  miferable  and  fit 
fbr  nothing  ;  haftening  old  age  before  its  feafbn,  2nd  loading 
it  with  difeafes,  by  an  idle,  luxurious,  and  liberdne  youdi. 

2.  Since  we  have  but  a  fmall  dme  to  flay  here^  it  is  our 
wifdom  to  make  it  as  eafy  and  agreeable  to  ourfelves/  and  all 
with  whom  we  have  any  intercourfe,  as  we  are  able ;  and  to 
imitate  perfons  of  prudence,  who  occafionally  go  jburnies  to- 
gether ;  bearing  with  each  others  temper  and  behaviour  j 
giving  mutual  comfort  and  ailiilance  under  the  misfortunes 
and  inconveniences  of  the  way ;  and  condnually  endeavour- 
ing to  preferve  or  reftore  the  good  humour  and  cheerfulne{s 
of  the  company.  By  this  method,  we  might  live  much  more 
in  a  few  years,  that  is,  have  a  greater  feeling  of  the  bleffings 
of  life,  than  by  being  reciprocally  troublefome  and  vexarious,r 
we  can  in  ever  £6  many.     And  furely  it  is  very  ftrange,  that 
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having  fo  fcantj  a  (hare  of  being  allotted  tis  here,  and  this 
txpofed  bj  nature  to  fuch  multitudes  of  unaroidable  troubles 
fend  fuitringSy  we  ihould  contrive  to  pour  stdditional  bitter- 
ncfs  mto  our  common  cup,  by  needlefs  injuries  and  provoca* 
tions.  At  beft  we  have  no  hippincfs  to  fpare  ;  and  therefore 
Jkoold  rather  ftudy  to  increafe  our  portion,  by  friendlinefs 
sod  kind  offices^  which  will  of  courfe  invite  a  return  of  them^ 
than  leflen  it  by  felfifhnefs,  haughtinefs,  refentment^  perverfe- 
aefs,  unfeafonable  intermeddling ;  qualities^  moft  of  them  un- 
cafy  in  thcmfelves,  and  all  of  them  prOduftive  of  numberlefs 
noeafinefles  with  every  body  around  usi  Or  how  little  foever 
wc  may  regard  our  own  tranquillity^  or  how  well  foever  we 
may  hope  to  maintain  it,  in  the  midft  of  difputes  and  conten- 
tions ;  yet,  as  moft  perfons  are  differently  afic£led  by  fucli 
thiagSy  furcly  the  condition  of  humanity  in  general  ought  to 
move  compaflion  in  us  ;  and  we  ihould  permit  the  little  which 
our  poor  fellow-creatures  enjoy  of  good,  to  be  enjoyed^  while 
ir  lafts,  in  peace.  We  might  image  to  ourfelves,  methinks^ 
thofe  who  fuffer  by  us,  complaining  and  pleading,  in  language 
like  that  of  yob  :  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  ^^  is  of  few 
days,  and  full  of  trouhlei  He  cometh  forth  like  a  flower  ^  and 
is  cut  doivn  :  be  fleeth  alfo  qs  a  fbadoWj  and  continuetb  not. 
And  doft  thou  open  thine ^  eyes  upon  fuch  an  one^  and  bringeji 
me  into  judgment  with  thee  P  Seeing  his  days  are  determined ^ 
his  bounds  appointed^  that  he  cannot  pafs  ;  turn  from  him^  that 
he  may  refl^  till  he  fhall  accomplifh^  as  an  hirelings  his  day  *. 
Are  not  my  days  few  f  Ceafe  then,  and  let  me  alone,  that  L 
may  take  comfort  a  little,  before  I  go  whence  Ifljall  not  re^ 
turn^'even  to  the  land  of  darhnefs,  and  thcfjudozv  of  deaf  h  f . 

3.  The  fliortnefs  of  life  fhould  teach  us  to  be  fpeedy  and 
diligent  in  doing  all  fuch  things  as  we  ought  to  do.  What 
tbcfc  are  indeed,  it  doth  not  alone  f\ifficiently  fliew.  But 
they  arc  moft  of  them  fo  plain^  and  the  reft  fo  conftantly 
taught  us,  that  alraoft  every  one  defigns  to  praftife  them 
fooner  or  later,  and  become  extremely  good  before  he  dies. 
But  then  they  perpetually  defer  and  poflpone  tlie  time  of  be- 
ginning this  reformation,  on  frivolbus  pretences  ;  and  ;ievcr' 
coTifider  to  any  effeft,  how  their  life  is  p:;fling  away,  and 
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gliding  from  under  them,  in  a  courfe  of  aftions,  which  they 
own  is  faultjy  and  will  at  laft  lament  in  vain.  They  think 
thej  maj  throw  awaj  agreat  deal  of  it,  and  have  plenty  left, 
to  ad  as  they  judge  proper  afterwards.  Now,  were  it  to  laft 
ever  fo  long,  yet  fpending  any  part  <A  it  amifs,  either  wilful- 
ly or  thoughtlefsly,  would  be  very  nnwife.  But  confidering 
bow  Ihort  both  others,  and  we  ourfelves,  as  far  as  our  expe- 
rience reaches,  have  always  found  it ;  to  fquander  what  with 
our  heft  management  is  but  enough,  and  what  poifibly  may 
xkot  hold  out  another  day,  is  folly  beyond  expirefEon.  There* 
fore  the  fon  of  Sirach^  concerning  one  part  of  our  duty,  adt 
of  kindnefs  j  advifes  thus  *  :  Remember  that  death  will  not  be 
long  in  coming ;  and  that  the  covenant  of  the  grave  is'  not 
Jbewed  unto  thee.  Do  good  unto  thy  friend  before  thou  die^ 
and  according  to  thy  ability  flretch  out  thy  hand^  and  give 
bim»  But  long  before  that^  Solomon  had  eftabliihed  the  fame 
rule,  on  the  fame  foundation,  concerning  all  other  parts: 
Whatfocvcr  thy  handfindcth  to  doy  do  it  with  thy  might ;  for 
there  is  no  work,  nor  device^  nor  knowledge^  nor  wifdom  in  the 
grave y  whither  thou  goejl  +•  If  then  we  are  guilty  of  any  fin, 
or  liable  to  any  fmaller  blemifli,  let  us  inftantly  amend,  left 
we  fliould  never  have  an  opportunity  ;  or  at  beft  Ihould  leave 
a  doubt,  whether  we  forfook  our  faults,  or  they  forfook  us. 
If  there  ihould  be  any  valuable  quality  that  we  want,  and 
fliould  reckon  ourfelves  happy  in  the  poffeiEon  of,  lei  us  ac- 
quire it  as  foon  as  pdflible,  and  have  the  longeft  enjoyment  of 
it  that  we  are  able.  Whatever  we  fee  would  be  right  and  fit 
for  us  to  do  ;  whatever  we  fhould  be  unwilling  to  go  out  of 
the  world  and  leave  undone,  let  us  take  the  only  way  to  make 
fure  of  doing,  by  doing  it  without  delay..  Every  friendly 
care,  every  ufeful  labour,  every  aft,  bj  which  we  can  either 
provide  properly  for  thofe  who  immediately  belong  to  us,  or 
benefit  any  other  of  our  fellow-creatures,  let  us  apply  it  di- 
rcftly ;  and  work  the  works  of  him  that  fent  usy  while  it  is 
day  ;  for  the  night  cometb,  when  no  man  can  work  J. 

4.  Another  point  of  wifdom,  which  the  fhortnefs  and  pre- 
carioufnefs  of  our  prefent  ftate  of  being  Ihould  teach  us,  is  to 
avoid  long  purfuits  of  worldly  profits  or  pre-eminences  ;  which 
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probably  either  we  ihall  not  have  time  to  attain,  or  muft  foon 
quit.  Indeed,  were  the  extent  of  man's  life  ever  fo  great,  it 
would  be  bat  a  poor' employment  of  it  to  fix  our  hearts  on 
gaining  more  wealthy  more  power  and  influence,  or  higher 
rank,  than  would  do  us  good  ;  to  negleft  worthier  attentions, 
and  diiquiet  ourfelves  and  our  neighbours  with  thefe«  But 
ibr  a  creature^  whofe  dajs  Jly  away  as  a  dream  when  one 
msaieth^^  to  have  an  endlefs  train  of  felfiih  defigns,  and 
fchemes  laid  up  for  many  years,  when  perhaps  this  night  his 
foulmzjie  required  o/himf^  is  monftrouily  unfuitable.  And 
yet,  I  know  not  how  it  is^  the  nearer  people  are  to  their  end, 
the  more  eager  they  conunonly  are  to  get  what  they,  of  all 
the  worlds  have  the  leaf!  occafion  for,  and  the  leaft  excufe  for 
being  folicitous  about ;  and  inftead  of  that  eafe  and  repofe, 
which  their  time  of  day  calls  for^  unnaturally  force  them- 
fclves  to  labour  and  fatigue  of  body  and  mind,  when  they 
can  ill  fupport  either- ;  till,  in  the  midft  of  this  prepofterous 
▼ehemence  and  buftle,  they  are  fwept  on  a  f adden'  into  ano- 
ther ftate,  with  heads  and  hearts  full  of  nothing  but  this. 
Bat  though  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  immoderate  attachments  is 
moSt  palpaUe,  when  perfons  are  upon  the  verge  of  life  ;  yet, 
in  every  part  of  it,  the  imprudence  of  forming  diftafit  expec- 
tations and  defignsj  and  having  no  reafonable  profpe6t  of  their 
aocomplifhment,  or  at  leaft  of  benefit  from  them,  is  both  very 
real  and  too  frequent.  We  have  all  a  great  deal  to  do  in 
amending  our  ways,  and  redifying  our  tempers,  on  which 
onr  happinefis  even  here  depends,  and  we  fcarce  ever  think  of 
it ;  whereas  we  need  but  a  very  imall  ihare  of  temporal  ad- 
vantages to  carry  us  on  comfortably  to  our  journey's  end^ 
and  yet  we  fet  our  minds  almoft  wholly  on  increafing  it ; 
many  by  injuftice,  others  by  hard-hearted  penurioufnefs,  or 
fiafiiUy  anxious  care  ;  the  former  unniindful  of  the  prophet^s 
warning,  He  that  gettetb  richesy  and  not  by  rights  Jhalt  leave 
l&n»,  perhaps  in  the  middle  of  his  days;  and^  whenever  he 
leaves  them,  at  his  end  Jhall  he  a  fool  X  -  the  latter,  equally 
regardlefc  of  the  Pfalmift's  beautiful  refleftion  :  Behold  thou 
hafi  made  my  days  as  it  were  afpan  longy  and  mine  age  is  even 
«w  nothing  before  thee  :  and  verily  every  man  living  is  altoge^ 
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ther  vanity.  Man  walietb  in  a  vainjbew^  and  difquietetb  him" 
filf  in  vain  ;  be  beapetb  up  ricbes,  and  cannot  tell  v^bojball 
gatber  tbem  *.  Reafonable  iridiiftry,  to  procure  what  is  re- 
quifite  for  us  in  our  ftatioii,  and  for  thofe  with  whom  we  arc 
entruftedy  far  from  being  blameable,  is  a  duty.  But  when 
they,  who  have  no  families,  are  as  earneft  in  hoarding,  t.j  if 
they  had  ever  fo  large  ones,  only  to  difpofe  of  their  wealth, 
they  hardly  know  or  care  to  whom,  and  fomctimes  have  not 
the  heart  to  difpofe  of  it  at  all :  or  when  they,  who  bave  fa- 
milies, make  it  their  bufinefs  to  fcrape  together  for  them 
v/hat  will  probably  do  them  no  real  fcrvice,  but  only  be  a 
temptation  and  a  fnare  \  to  them  \  when  they  grudge  to  re- 
lieve the  necciCtous  and  miferable,  can  think  of  nothing  with 
plcafure,  but  accumulating  ftill  more,  and  are  unable  to  fay 
themfelves  how  much  they  would  have  :  fuch  a  temper  and 
behaviour  is  utterly  unfit  for  fo  ihort Jived  and  frail  a  being 
as  man.  Having  tbfrefqrc  food  and  raiment ,  that  is,  a  com-' 
petent  provifion  of  neceffaries  for  ourfelves  and  ours,  let  us  be 
tberewjfb  content :  for  we  hougbt  notbitig  into  tbis  world,  and 
it  if  certain  we  can  carry  nothing  out  %. 

5.  A  fifth  ufe  of  numbering  our  days  is,  to  check  and  com- 
pofe  all  ftrong  emotions  of  mind  about  worldly  concerns ;  for 
in  fo  tranfitory  a  ftate  there  can  be  notliing  to  deferve  them. 
Why  ihould  we  be  elated  with  hope  of  future  good,  when 
both  our  own  lives,  and  thofe  on  whom  our  ezpedations  may 
depend,  are  fubje&  to  fuch  innumj^rable  chances  ;  and  the 
higher  we  raife  ourfelves  in  imagination,  tlic  more  affiifting 
will  be  our  fall  ?  Pyt  not  your  trufl,  faith  the  Pfalmifi^  in  tbe 
fon  of  man,  in  wbom  tbere  w  no  belp.  His  breatb  goetbfortb, 
be  returnetb  to  bis  earth  ;  in  that  vjery  day  bis  thoughts  perijb  J. 
Ceafe  ye  from  man,  faith  the  prophet,  whofe  breatb  is  in  bis 
nojlrih  ;  for  wherein  is  be  to  be  accounted  o/*||  ?  Why  again 
fhould  we  be  deje6lcd  with  fear  of  future  evils,  when  a  thou- 
fand  accidents,  which  none  of  us  can  guefs  at  beforehand, 
may  prevent  their  coming  ;  or,  if  they  do  come,  our  head 
may  be  laid  low  enough  before  that  timd,  and  iar  enough  out 
of  the  way  of  feeling  them  ;  or,  even  if  they  iliould  light  up- 
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on  as,  a  fiiort  life  hath  no  room  in  it  for  long  fufFerings  ?  If 
we  arc  vilited  with  tormenting  or  wearifome  difeafes,  the 
harder  they  prefs  us,  the  more  fpeedilj,  for  the  moft  part, 
thej  will  work  our  deliverance^  and  hring  us  to  that. place, 
whtTt  there  Jball  be  no  forrow  nor  crying ^  neither  Jball  thers 
k  any  mare  pain  *.  If  we  lofe  our  beft  friends,  it  was  at  mofl 
bat  a  very  few  years  that  we  could  have  enjoyed  them.  If 
we  fuffer  vexations  from  our  enemies,  croflea  in  our  affairs, 
all  will  foon  be  over,  and  we  fhall  be  fecur^ly  fituated,  whtire 
the  wicked  Jball  ceafe  from  troubling ^  and  wberfi  the  wsary 
flfoH  be  at  rejl  f .  If  others  obtain  the  honours,  the  profits, 
the  gratifications,  we  wifhed  for,  there  is  little  caufe  to  envy 
them  fo  perilhable  a  diftindion.  If  we  obtain  them  ourfclves, 
there  is  as  little  caufe  for  exultation  or  pride  while  we  have 
them,  or  indignation  or  furprilb,  when  he,  who  gave  for  a 
time,  takes  away,  or  permits  any  one  elfe  to  take  away,  what 
death  is  hourly  hailening  towards  us  to  carry  ofi*  irrecovera* 
bly.  The  various  paflions  belonging  to  bur  nature  were  in^ 
terwoven  in  it,  to  fet  us  on  purfuing  good  and  avoiding  evil^ 
where  it  would  prove  to  any  purpofe  ;  for  which  end  a  mo- 
derate cxercife  of  them  ferves  beft  ;  and  tlie  fpirit  of  content* 
ed  refignation  (of  which  there  i^  plainly  a  principle  in  man, 
if  he  would  but  ufe  it)^  was  appointed  for  our  relief,  and  a 
great  one  we  ihould  find  it,  where  we  can  relieve  ourfelves 
BO  other  way.  In  fo  uncertain  a  ftate,  vehemence  of  temper 
is  fure  mifery,  and  in  patience  alone  can  vfepoj/e/s  our  fouls  %. 
A  quiet  and  meek  fubmilBon  therefore  to  whatever  may  hap- 
pen, without  indulging  hope  or  fear,  joy  or  forrow,  anger  or 
diiTatiafa^tion,  is  evidently  the  frame  of  mind  which  our  mor«i 
tality  requires.  Or  to  exprefs  .it  in  the  words  of  St.  Paul: 
this  I  fay  J  brethren^  the  time  isfhort.  It  remaineth  that  they 
that  weep  be  as  though  they  wept  npt  ;  and  they  that  rejoice^ 
as  though  they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  buy^  as  though  they 
t^ffejjed  not  ;  and  they  that  ufe  this  worlds  us  though  they 
nfed  it  not ;  for  the  fafbion  of  this  world paffeth  away  }. 

It  is  true,  calming  our  agitations  by  the  profpeS  of  death, 
may  be  thought  by  fome  to  be  curing  a  lefs  evil  by  introduc* 
iog  a  greater,  which  is  left  without  cure.    But  indeed,  view- 
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ing  it  often  and  fteadily  will  diminish  its  terrors  (wliich,  un- 
lefs  we  look  beyond  it,  are  chiefly  imaginary),  as  it  doth 
thofe  of  every  thing  elfe  in  the  world.  Viewing  it  as  the 
will  of  God,  will  oblige  us  in  duty  to  fubmit  to  it  centented- 
ly,  remembering  them  that  have  been  before  us^  and  that  come 
after  ;  for  this  is  the  fentence  of  the  Lord  upon  all  flefb  ;  and 
,  ^johy  are  we  agaitift  the  pleafure  of  the  Mofl  High  *  ?  Then 
viewing  it  alfo  as  a  relief,  though  not  of  the  moft  deiirable 
kind,  muft  contribute  to  reconcile  many  to  it  fomething  far* 
ther,  and  on  the  whole  pretty  well.  For  though  hitter  is  the 
remembrance  of  death  to  a  man  that  liveth  at  refl^  and  bath 
frofperity  in  all  things,  yet  juflly  acceptable  is  it  to  the  needy ^ 
find  to  him  whofe  firengih  faUethy  and  that  is  vexed  with  all 
things  f.  '  Yet  ftill,  it  muft  be  owned,  this  confolation  is  but 
«  melancholy  one.  And  therefore,  Ood  be  thanked,  though 
immbers  of  pious  men,  in  ancient  days^  had  probably  no  very- 
dear  knowledge  of  any  other,  yet  he  hath  enabled  us,  chiefly 
indeed  by  revelation,  yet  partly  by  reafon  itfelf,  to  fee  dif«. 
tinAIy  what  they  did  not.     And  accordingly  I  muft  add, 

Sixthly,  and  iaftly.  That  the  moft  important  leflbn,  taught 
us  by  the  fliortnefs  and  uncertainty  of  our  prefent  life,  confix 
dered  in  itfelf,  is,  that  we  may  reafonably  ezpeft,  and  fhould 
therefore  continually  look  forward  to  another.     The  longeft 
term  at  which  we  can  arrive  here,  and  the  utmoft  ufe  we  caa 
make  of  it,  is  fo  very  a  trifle  and  nothing,  compared  with  the 
capacity  for  improvement,  both  intelle&ual  and  nfond,  which 
we  experience  ourfelves  to  have,  that,  according  to  the  moft 
probable  judgment  we  are  capable  of  forming,  there  muft  be 
fomewhat  farther,  ^nd  unfpeakably  better,  defigned  and   rc- 
ferved  for  us  by  our  wife  and  bounMful  Creator  ;  fome  other 
fcene  of  exiftence  opened,  when  this  is  dofed,  in  which  -wc 
ihall  grow  up  to  our  maturity ;  and  manifeft  and  rejoice  ia 
thofe  perfeftions  of  our  nature,  which  are:  hid  and  buried  at 
prefent,  in  all  to  a  great  degree,  in  fome  almoft  entirely. 
That  a  being,  qualified  for  fo  much,  fliould  have  fpace  allows 
cd  it  for  fo  little,  would  appear  an  evident  impropriety  and 
difproportion  ;  which  cannot  be  juftly  charged  upon  any  part 
cf  the  works  of  God.     And  the  more  we  coniider^what  nunw 

berii 

•  £cdu8.  xU.  3,  if.  t  ^^'^*  "^cr.  i,  a. 


%U*  CVI,      and  our  Proper  Employment  hre*  i^t 

iers  are  cut  off  prematurely  in  their  tender  youth,  or  jufl 
when  their  faculties  are  beginning  to  ripen  ;  but  efpecially, 
with  what  ftrange  inequality,  and  unfuitablenefs  to  the  beha^ 
yioor  of  men,  both  profperity  and  adveriity  are  diitributed 
amongft  them  by  the  confefledly  unerring  hand  of  Providence, 
the  fironger  the  argument  grows  that  this  cannot  be  all ;  that 
the  view  of  life,  which  we  have  been  taking  hitherto,  is  a 
poor  and  narrow  one  indeed ;  that  another  of  infinitely  great- 
er moment  is  to  follow  it,  in  which  every  thing  wanting  here 
Ihall  be  fupplied,  and  every  thing  wrong  fet  right.  But  con-- 
vindng  and  interefting  as  thefe  deduAions  of  reafon  are,  no- 
thing is  able  to  bring  life  and  immortality  into  full  light j  much 
le(s  to  aflure  impenitent  finners  of  everlafting  puniihment,  and 
penitent  believers  of  eternal  rewards,  but  the  gofpel  oije/us 
Cbriji  *.  This  therefore  muft  be  always  the  principal  objefl: 
of  our  attention :  and  this,  through  God's  grace,  to  be  obtain- 
ed by  its  means,  will  teach  us,  what  elfe  wq  cannot  learn  ef- 
fedaally  and  pradically,  to  think  of  this  our  mortal  ftate,  as 
a  fliort  and  precious  opportunity  given  us  to  prepare  for  ano- 
ther and  an  endlefs  one  ;  the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  which  is 
to  depend  on  the  aSedions  cultivated,  and  the  deeds  done  by 
us,  while  in  the  body.  Were  the  life  which  we  now  live 
imagined  to  be  the  whole,  multitudes  would  argue,  plaufibly 
though  unjufily,  that  it  could  be  no  great  matter  how  they 
fpcnt  It ;  whether  they  aSed  virtuoufly  or  vicioufly,  difcreet- 
\j  or  indifcreetly,  fince  one  event  happenetb  to  ally  and  the  wife 
man  dietb  as  tbefool\.  But  our  (hare  in  the  recompences  of 
that  which  is  to  come,  cannot  poflibly  be  regarded  as  a  flight 
thing.  If  then  we  are  to  be  blefled  or  wretched  for  ever,  ac- 
cording as  we  behave  well  or  ill  in  the  mean  while,  this  makes 
•ur  condudi  a  ferious  point  beyond  expreffion  ;  and  draws  moil 
afeding  confequences  after  it ;  fuch  as  th^  weakeft  perfon 
muft  fee,  and  the  moft  artful  can  raife  no  objection  againj[l : 
that  the  pleafures  and  profits  of  fin  are  never  to  allure  us, 
nor  the  difficulties  and  afBiftions  of  virtue  to  deter  us  in  the 
leafi,  but  both  in  comparifon  to  be  looked  on  as  if  they  were 
not :  that  the  enjoyments  of  the  prefent  ftate  are  to  be  ufed 
with  cautious  moderation^  and  the  burdens  of  it  to  be  borne 
a  with 
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with  cheerful  hope  :  in  fbort,  that  wc  are  to  walk  hj  faith; 
fiot  hy  fight  *  ;  applying  indeed  to  worldly  bufinefs,  as  far  as 
our  ftations  require ;  aCnd  partaking  of  worldly  comforts,  as 
far  as  will  excite  our  thankfulnefs  to  God  for  them,  awi  an- 
fwer  the  purpofes  intendvJ  by  them  ;  yet  ?^ill  fetting  our  af- 
fections principally,  not  on  the  attainment  of  tranfitory  ac- 
commodations or  amufemcrts,  during  our  journey,  but  on 
fecuring,  by  a  diligent  performance  of  the ,  work  for  which 
we  were  fent  upon  it,  a  joyful  entrance  into  our  continuing 
$ity  \  \  which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant  us,  through^  Me* 
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The  Just  Estimate  of  this  Shortness  o?  Human  Life^ 
AND  OUR  Proper  Employment  here. 


Psalm  xc.  12. 


So  teach  us  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may  apply  our  hearts 
unto  wifdom. 

FROM  tfaefe  words  I  have  propofed  to  treat  of  the  wif« 
dom,  the  in^lrufiion  in  pietj  and  virtue,  which  may  be 
fcamed  from  the  Ihortnefs  and  uncertain  duration  of  human 
life;confidered9 

L  With  refpefi  to  the  prefent  fcene  of  things  onlj : 

n.  To  that  eternal  one  which  is  to  follow. 

Even  the  former  of  thefe  views,  though  extremely  and  ef-. 
fendally  imperfed,  yet  affords,  as  I  have  Ihewn  you,  many 
inqx>rtant  leffons  and  dire&ions ;  that  by  fobriety,  temper- 
ance, chaftity,  and  due  government  of  all  pur  pailions,  we 
flionld  endeavour  to  prolong  the  jTpaqs  allowed  us  here ;  that 
we  fliould  ufe  every  proper  method  of  making  it  as  eafy  and 
comfortable  to  one  another  as  we  can  ;*  that  we  fliould  be  di- 
ligent to  improve  our  little  time  to  the  beft  purpofes,  and  do 
quickly  what  we  would  not  leave  undone ;  that  we  flioiil4 
proportion  our  defires  of  riches,  and  honours,  and  power,  i]|4 
every  worldly  good,  to  thp  f<!anty  term  which  we  have  for 
the  aoquifition  and  enjoyment  of  them  $  that  we  fhould  mo- 
derate our  emotions  of  joy  and  grief,  of  hope,  and  fear,  and 
anger ;  vehemence  in  any  of  them  being  plainly  imfuitable  to 
a  condition  fo  tranfitory ;  an4  laftly,  that  from  the  low  attain* 
meats  of  our  earthly  ftate,  and  the  fliort  continuance  and  un- 
equal diftribution  of  its  Ueffings,  we  fliould  be  raifed  to  the 
belief  and  eameft  ezpedation  of  a  better. 
Vol.  HL  y  V^j 
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Very  different  conclufions,  I  am  fenfible»  and  very  bad 
'ones,  have  been  often  drjiwn  from  the  fmall  number  of  our 
dajs  ;  oi  whiqh,  befides  many  inftaniees  in  the  loofer  Heathen 
writers,  we  have  fo  diftijidt  and  beautiful  ah  account  in  the 
fecond  chapter  of  the  'book  of  Wifdom^  fhat  I  (hall  repeat  it, 
and  ma)ce  fome  remarks  pn  it,  before  I  go  further. 

7be  UMgodlyfaid^  reafoning  with  tbtmfilvesy  but  not  aright ^ 
Our  life  isfhort  and  tedious  ;  and  in  the  death  of  man  there  is 
no  remedy f  neither  was  fhere  any  man  known  to  bave  returned 
from  the  grave.  -For  we  are  born  at  all  adventures^  and  we 
fhall  be  hereafter  as  though  we  had  never  been.  Our  time  is  a 
veryjhadowy  that  pq/Jith  away  ;  and  afier  our  end  theite  is  no 
returning.  Come  on  there/ore^  let  us  enjoy  the  good  things  that 
are  prefent ;  and  fpeedity  ufe  the  creatures^  like  as  in  youth. 
Let  usfUl  ourfehes  with  cqfily  wine  and  perfumes  ;  and  let  no 
flower  of  the  fpring  pafs  by  us  :  let  ut  crown  ourfehes  with 
rofe-buds\,  before  they  be  withered.  Let  none  of^u  go  without 
pis  part  of  our  vohtptuoufnefs  ;  let  Uf  leave  tokens  of  our  joy* 
fulnefs  in  every  place  ;  for  this  is  our  porti^n^  and  our  lot  is 
•this.  Let  us  opprefs  the  poor  fighttQUs  man  ;  let  us  notj^e 
the  widow^  nor  reverence  the  ancient  grey  hairs  of  the  aged. 
Let  ourjirength  be  the  law  ofjujiice  ;  for  that^  which  is  feeble^ 
is  found  to  be  nothing  worth  *. 

Now,  it  is  certainly  to  be  expeAed,  that  if  this  life  were 
to  be  our  all,  we  ihould  each  make  the  bell  advantage  of  it 
that  we  could.  But  then  the  way  to  do  fo  is  a  very  different 
one  from  that,  which  the  ungodly ^  reafoning  with  themfehes^ 
hut  not  aright,  propofe,  Thoughtlefs  gaiety  and  diflblute 
pleafures,  how  inviting  foever  the  defcription  of  them  may 
found,  bring  perfons  daily,  and  often  with  f\irprifing  faddea- 
nefs,  into,  diftf  efles  and  fufierings  of  various  kinds ;  which^ 
deftf oying  their  reputations,  their  fortunes,  their  healths,  will 
^h  them  much  more  caufe  to  complain  of  the  fhortnefs,  and 
yet  tedioufnefs  of  life,  than  they  hsi(  when  they  firfl:  attempt- 
ed to  palliate  this  evil  by  fuch  fatal  remedies.  For  vice  and 
folly  have  the  tinhappy  fecret  of  reconciling  this  feeming  con- 
fradi^Hon,  by  leflening  the  extent  of  our  days,  and  at  the  f&n^o 
time  inqreafing  the  burden  of  them^ 

But 
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Bnt  fuppoiing  that  fudh  miferies  could  be  avoided;  human 
fiature  is  not  fitted  for  a  perpetual  hurry  of  amufements  and 
eitravagances  j  nor,  without  a  very  painful  force  ilpon  itfelf^ 
can  bear  them ;  but  all  excefles  of  this  kind  are  feverelj  pu* 
nlflied,  fooner  or  later,  hj  that  lownefs  aoJ  dejeflkion,  which 
fub  not  to  follow  wrong  indulgences  ;  and  yet  more  feverely 
bj  that  moral  principle  which  is  deeply  rooted  in  our Jiearts^ 
that  voice  withinj;  .which  will  haVe  its  turn  to  be  heard,  as 
indeed  it  ought  to  be  heard  always.  They  therefore  are  th^ 
happy  perfons^  not  that  can  fpend  the  moft  hours  in  forge t- 
fobiefs  of  themfelvcs,  in  idle  and  un^ife,  and  perhapi  crimi^ 
nal  gratificatdons^  but  who  can  delighit  to  be  their  own  com- 
panions ;  can  enjoy  the  calmer  and  ftiller,  but  much  tnore  in- 
ward and  teal  pleafure,  of  a  ferene  Und  compofed  mihd,  of  a 
wortby^  and  benevolent,  and  thankfully  pious  heart ;  who 
Ire  able  to  look  back  without  {hame,  and  forwards  without 
fear.  Thefe  are  the  fatisfadions  of  a  reafonable  being ;  which, 
as  they  who  have  once  ftdly  experienced  them,  I^ave  always 
iedared  to  be  the  higheft  poffible ;  fo  they,  wh6  have  not, 
Ibotild^  in  all  fairnefs  and  common  difcretion,  make  due  trial 
«f  them;  before  they  rejeft  them*  And  upon  fuch  trial  they 
irould  find,  that  man  is  not  a  creature  formed  to  diilipate 
timfelf  ih  trifling  levityy  much  lefs  to  wallow  in  debauchery 
and  bnltiibnefs  ;  bnt  bath  the  f^eds  of  fomewhat  noble  and  ^ 
divine  planted  in  his  br^aft ;  which  his  great  concern  is  to 
toltivate;  improve  and  exert.  They  would  learn  a  higher 
taluation  6f  themfelvesy  and  feel  how  juftly  the  fon  of  Siracb 
kath  direded  r  Glorify  thy  foul  in  meeknefs,  and  give  it  bcr 
nour  according  to  the  dignity  theteof*i 

As  to  the  fecond  inference^  drawn  by  the  ttngodly,*  which 
patron  ifes  oppreHion  and  cruelty, .  there  is  fomething  fo  hate* 
fol  and  (hocking  in  thefe  enormities  ;  fo  contrary  to  the  ten-# 
diemefs,  which  is  natural  to  our  hearts,  till  we  wickedly  hard->- 
en  them ;'  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  'Welfare  and  very  being  of 
ibcicty,  that  ne  one  guilty  of  fuch  praftices  can  at  all  expeft 
cither  to  be  eafy  in  himfdf,  or  fafe  from  others.  And  there- 
fore, though^ the  interefts  of  this  life  alo^e  were  to  be  confi- 
iered,  no  argument  could  be  rationally  urged  from  the  ihort-^ 
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liefs  of  it,  in  &vour  of  any  thing  fo  entirely  oppouie  to  the 
evident  defign  of  him  who  placed  us  here  for  our  good,  at 
t>oth  voluptuoilfne£s  and  injuftice  are. 

But  whatever  concluiions  men  may  think  they  can  draw 
from  this  firft  and  imperfeft  view^  yet,  when  our  life  on  earth 
is  contemplated,  in  the  fedond  that  was  propofed,  as  a  ftate  of 
prepfiration  for  another  and  an.  endlefs  one,  then  neither  the 
^ty  not  almoft  the  folly  of  man,  can  make  any  other  than 
vu^uous  inferences  from  the  ihortnefs  of  it.  And  to  the  want 
of  looking  upon  it  in  this  light,  the  book  of  Wifdom  afcribes 
principally  thofe  profligate  reafonings,  which  I  have  been 
confuting.  Such  things  did  they  imagine,  and  were  deceived; 
for  their  own  wicieJne/s  blinded  them  :  as  for  the  mvfieries  of 
God,  they  knew  them  Hot  y  neither  hoped  they  fdr  the  wages  of 
righteoufnefsy  nor  difcerned  a  reward  for  htamelefs  fouls  *. 
Without  this  knowledge,  it  was  weak  to  argue  as  they  did; 
but  with  this  knowledge,  it  had  been  impollible ;  fp  import* 
ant  are  the  alterations  which  it  makes  in  our  cafe.  Indeed  it 
fupplies  us,  in  a  very  great  meafure,  with  three  of  the  chief 
things  which  we  want  in  Our  pilgrimage  through  the  world. 
Thefe  are, 

X.  Convidion  of  the  neceffity  of  applying  diligently  te 
know  and  do  our  duty« 

2.  Encouragement  to  perfift  in  it  to  the  end  againft  temp- 
tation. 

3*  Support  under  the  afflictions  to  which  we  are  expofed  ia 
the  mean  while. 

Now,  ferious  and  frequent  refle&ion,  how  foon  the  prefent 
ftate  will  terminate  in  one  of  infinitely  more  confequence,  is 
adapted  to  be  of  the  utmoft  fervice  to  us,  in  each  of  thefe  re* 
fpe&s,  through  that  bleiBng,  which  God  is  ready  to  beftow 
on  our  fincere  endeavours  ufed,  and  prayers  offered  up,  in  the 
name  of  Chrift  ;  for  without  him  we  can  do  nothing  f  • 

I.  To  keep  alive  in  us  a  ftrong  convidion  of  the  necei&ty 
of  applying  diligently  to  know  and  do  our  duty. 

Were  this  life  the  whole  of  our  exiftence,  there  would  be 
many  thoughtlefis  enough  to  imagine,  that  being  fo  fhert, 
there  could  be  no  mighty  difference  in  what  manner  it  was 
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fpeiic^  right  or  wrong;  for  fo  fmall  a  journey^  any  way  of 
nodertaking  it  would  ferve,  and. fancy  be  guide  fufficieot^ 
the  advantages  of  choofing  well  could  not  be  exceeding  great; 
the  inconveniences  of  choofing  ill  would  foon  be  over,  indeed 
whenever  one  pleafed;  and  the  end  of  all  things  would  quick- 
Ij  come,  when  prudence  and  imprudence  wotdd  be  juft,  upon 
a  level.  But  pladible  as  this  may  look,  when  it  gratifies  the 
prevailing  humour,  furely  whoever  <;onceives  the  prefent  flate 
to  be  his  whole  portion,  be  it  as  ihort  as  it  will,  ought  to 
think  it  defer ves  his  whole  attention  ;  elfe  he  may  not  only 
miis  all  the  happinels  that  he.  can  promife  himfelf,  but  find 
there  is  room  enough  for  fuch  a  one  as  he  is,  to  be  more  than 
alitde  miferable  as  long  as  he  lives  ;  notwithilanding  which, 
he  will  probably  wifh  to  continue  in  being  as  long  as  he  can. 

Yet  ftill,  if  the  fuppofition,  op  which  thefe  men  venture 
their  aU,  were  true,  the  harm  which  they  would  fuffer  hj 
fxmduding  themfelves  abfurdly,  would  not  be  fo  ej^remely 
pitiable ;  and  they  might  contrive  to  make  it  appear  much 
leis  than  it  is.  For  afie£tation  and  ohilinacy  can  fupport 
fome,  for  a  time  at  leail,  in  bearing  a  great  deal,  and  caUing 
it  a  trifle  :  but  whatever  trifles  the  pleafures  and  the  pains  of 
this  life  may  be,  the  felicity  referved  for  good  perfons  in  an- 
other, and  the  punifhment  to  be  inflifted  (and  which  our  con- 
IcicDces  tell  us  will  be  juftly  inflidlod),  on  fuch  as  have  per« 
verted  and  abufed  their  own  natures,  injured  their  fellow, 
cteaturesy  difobeyed  the  commands,  and  defeated,  the  purpofes 
of  their  Creator;  thefe  things  muft  be  of  moment  unfpeak* 
able;  and  which  of  them  fhall  be  our  lot,  abfolutely  depends 
on  the  ufe  we  make  of  the  fpiace  allowed  us  here.  How  ereat. 
\y  doth  it  concern  us  then,  carefully  and  frequently  to  exa- 
mine what  (hare  we  have  wrought  of  the  works  of  him  that 
feat  US  ;  and  to  recoiled,  how  foon  the  flight  may  and  muft 
C9me^  in  which  no  man  cofi  work  *. 

To  know  the  former^  we  muft  fearch,  through  the  wide 
extent  of  the  divine  law,  into  our  performances  and  our  defi« 
dencies  ;  whether  we  have  uniformly  exprefled  towards  our 
Maker,  our  Redeemer,  our  Sandifier,  that  reverence  and 
love,  that  refignation  and  thankfulnefs,  that  hatred  of  fin^ 
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and  univeifdity  of  obedience^  which  their  authority  over  us, 
and  goodnefs  to  lis,  fo  ftron^y  require ;  whether,  on  all  oc- 
cafions  in  common  life^  we  have  been  fo  juft  and  upright,  fo 
mild  and  forgiving,  fo  charitable  and  boundiiil^  fo  fHendlj 
and  comp^onate,  fo  faithful  and  attentive  to  the  various 
duties  of  our  fever^  ftations  and  relations,  as  we  know  we 
ought ;  whether,  laftlj^  in  the  government  of  ourfelves  we 
have  been  fo  obfervant  'of  puritj  and  decency^  fo  temperate 
and  abftinent,  fa  indifferent  about  things  below  compared 
with  thofe  above,  as  becomes  beings  defigned  to  fuftain  the 
charader  of  rational,  moral,  religious,  Chriflian.  If  we  have 
not,  and  moft  certainly  we  have  not,  can  we  truly  fay,  that 
we  have  repe^ited  and  thrown  ourfelves  on  God^s  merby  in 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  are  ftiU  in  a  penitent  and  believing  ftate  ? 
Unlefs  this  be  fo,  the  one  thing  needful  is  hitherto  imdone ; 
and  even  if  it  be  done,  yet  how  much  employment  is  there 
fiill  upon  our  hands,  to  perfeft  our  humiliation  for  what  is 
paft,  slnd  undo^  as  faf  as  we  can,  all  the  evil  that  we  have 
ever  done,  and  perhaps  have  been  doing  for  a  long  timey 
againfl  our  fellow-creatures,  as  well  as  in  the  fight  of  God  ! 
Not  only*o«r  external  behaviour,  but  the  inward  prindples 
of.it,  muft  be  continually  reformed :  all  our  bad  inclinations 
firft  be  dete&edy  which  is  no  eafy  tafk,  then  gradually  fab- 
dued,  which  is  a  very  hard  one ;  efpecially  when  we  have 
fufifered  them  by  indulgence  to  ftrengthed  iheir  original  hold 
on  our  hearts.  They  cannot  be  extirpated  in  this  lifb  j  they 
will  frequency  rebel,  and  yet  muft  be  always  overcome.  But 
this  is  not  the  whole.  Further  ftill,  every  Chriftian  virtue, 
every  qualification  preicribed  in  the  word  of  God,  muft  be 
planted  in  our  fouls,  tenderly  cherifhed,  and  incefiantly  car* 
ned  on  towards  maturity.  For  it  is  only  if  the/e  things  be 
in  us  and  abound,  that  an  entrance  Jball  be  mimftered  unto  us 
abundantly  into  the  everlafling  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Sa^ 
viour  *.  How  little  we  have  of  fome  of  the^,  how  much  too 
little  of  all,  we  cannot  be  totally  ignorant.  But  we  fhall  ne- 
ver know,  as  we  ought,  and  yet  lefs  be  able  to  fupply  our 
defeds,  unlefs  we  are  both  enlightened  and  ftrengthened  by 
the  grace  of  God.     Have  we  then  prayed  and  laboured  fi)r 
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tbff  I  and  have  we  obtained  it ;  and  are  we  making  a  proper 
nfe  of  it  ?  Without  it  our  hope  of  amendment  is  ¥ain ;  stn4 
even  with  it,  fo  much  is  wanting  to  be  done,  that  we  have  by 
00  means  anj  time  to  throw  awaj. 

For,  alasy  what  is  the  time  of  man  upon  earth  ?  The  whole 
of  it  Ibort ;  a  great  par^  of  it  necelTaril j  filled  up  with  things 
TuA.  related,  or  very  remotely,  to  our  main  buiinefs  ;  perhap3, 
if  not  certainly,  muph  the  greateft  part  already  pad,  and  ir-r 
iccoveraUy  gone  ;  Xo  p^t  it  may  be,  as  to  encreafe  both  our 
vork,  and  the  difficulties  of  it,  in  the  remainder.  That  rei« 
mainder  alfo  will  fly  as  fpeedily;  and,  unlef^  we  take  care,  as 
oaprofitably  too,  as  what  preceded,  And  how  fmall  a  rem«* 
nant  it  may  prove  to  thofe,  who  h^ve  feemingly  the  beft  r^«. 
foQs  for  making  themfelves  large  pronnfes,  we  can  never 
know,  amidft  the  perpetual  accidents  that  cut  oiF  fuch  great 
nnmbers  in  ^e  prime  of  their  days  ;  and  are  many  of  them 
too  fudden  to  leave  room,  even  for  that  miferable  comfort,  a 
death-bed  repentance. 

It  appears  very  har{h,  and  is  extremely  painlWl^  to  give 
people,  in  a  dangerous  ficknefs,  the  flighteft  intimation  how 
little  this  remedy  is  likely  to  avail  them ;  and  therefore  they 
ought  to  be  the  more  frequently  and  ftrongly  reminded  of  it^ 
whilft  they  may  hear  it  with  lefs  terror,  and  greater  benefit. 
A  prefamptuous  or  thoughtlefs  mortal,  lives  negligently  and 
fiflfoUy  year  after  year,  in  hopes  of  repenting  of  his  fins, 
when  he  coi^es.to  the  end  of  his  days  ;  that  is,  doth  a  multi- 
tude of  ill  a&ions,  in  hopes  that  hereafter  he  fhall  heartily 
wilh  he  had  never  done  them.  Can  this  be  ?  Are  fuch  per^^ 
^  in  eameft  ?  No :  but  they  are  trying,  if  poffible,  to  cheat 
God  and  themfelves  at  the  fame  time ;  to  difobey  his  will  fo 
artfully,  as  to  avoid  punifhment,  and  obtain  reward.  Now 
what  imaginable  profpeft  is  there,  that  from  a  heart  fo  deli* 
heratdy  falfe,  any  true  repentance  will  ever  come  ?  Befides> 
what  certainty  is  there,  that  any  one  will  have  time  allowed 
him,  or  that  his  underftanding  will  not  fail,  or  that  he  will 
Qot  grow  hardened  inftead  of  penitent ;  or  indeed,  that  he  fliall 
have  fpirits  and  attention  fuffipient,  in  the  inidft  of  pain,  and 
fidmeis,  and  languor,  to  recollefl:  his  numerous  tranfgrefiions, 
aod  to  apply  eameftly.for  pardon.  If  he  hath,  undoubtedly 
it  is  the  beft  and  only  thing  ^^t  he  can  4p  for  himfelf ;  and 
6  pmittiog 
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f>mitting  it  IS  makitig  a  very  bad  cafe  greatly  worfc.  But 
ftiD,  to  Be  grieved  for  our  fins  ohlj  when  we  can  live  no 
longer  in  them,  and  are  afraid  of  being  immediately  con- 
demned for  them,  is  a  very  fufpicious  kind  of  forrow :  and 
moreover,  it  is  not  to  mere  forrow  that  God  hath  promifed 
forgivenefs,  nor  to  mere  faith  ;  but  to  fuch  only  as  will  pro- 
duce  amendment,  for  wbich,  in  tb^^e  circomftances,  there  is 
little  or  no  room.  Nor  can  either  by-ftanders,  or  the  dyinj 
man  himfelf,  know  in  the  leaft,  whether  it  would  produce 
any,  were  a  longer  life  to  be  granted  ;  or  whether  he  would 
sot  relapfe,  as  thoufands  of  others,  notwithftanding  the  molt 
promifing  appearances,  have  done,  into  his  former  \^icked- 
nefs.  And  therefore  no  one  can,  on  fure  grounds^* either  ad- 
minifter  comfort  to  others,  or  take  it  to  himHelf,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  how  dreadful  foever  it  will  be  to  have  none  in  that 
hotir,  when  we  fhall  want  it  moft. 

Since  therefore  our  preparation  muft  be  made  before  our 
end  convvy  which  will  come  foon,  and  may  come  when  we 
diink  of  it  lekft,  how  vigilant  fliould  we  be  not  to  fpend  any 
of  our  time  in  fin,  and  how  unwilling  to  fpend  more  ^an  is 
neceiTary  in  trifles  ;  bow  ftudious  to  make  our  common  em- 
ployments in  life  confiftent  with,  and  fubfervient  to,  our  hta-* 
venly  calKng  * ;  hc^  careful  to  be  always  in  readinefs,  to  have 
€vr  loins  girded^  and  our  lights  bumin^^  like  men  that  wait 
for  their  Lord\  ;  lejly  coming  fuddenly^  he  find  us  JUe^ngX- 
How  frequently  ihould  we  imagine  ourfelves  in  the  condition 
in  wkich  we  muft  be  ihortly ;  when,  the  pleafurea,  the  profits, 
the  pre-eminences,  that  we  have  purfued  fo  eagerly,  will  va- 
nifh  into  nothing  ;  when  the  duties  that  we  have  flighted  b 
boldly,  will  appear  the  moft  important  of  all  things  ;  and  ^ 
only  firm  fupport  will  be,  that  infimplicity  and  godly  finari' 
'/>  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  eonverfation  in  the 
world  \.  Whyftould  we  not  think  now,  as  we  certainly 
fcall  then  ?  Why  Jhould  we  not  aft  now,  as  we  fliall  wilh 
from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  we  had  done  j  and  wifli  in  vain 
leres^ter  for  what  at  prefent  is  undoubtedly  feafible,  and  but 
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Such  refleftions  as  thefe  inaj  be  difagreeable  to  us^  but 
they  will  become  very  fupportabie.  God,  in  great  mercy, 
hath  framed  us  fo^  that  the  confideration  of  mortalitj,  how- 
ever swful,  is  not  too  ftrong  for  us.  We  can  look  upon  it 
withont  overpowering  our  faculties,  and  turn  our  thoughts 
from  it  with  eafe  to  the  daily  bufinefs,  and  even  amufements 
of  Hie.  But  it  would  be  a  moft  unworthy  and  pernicious  re- 
turn, becaufe  he  doth  not  force  4t  upon  our  minds  conftantly, 
trhich  would  unfit  us  for  this  world,  therefore  to  lay  it  out 
of  diem  entirely^  or  fo  near  it  as  to  negleft  providing  for  the 
next.  And  the  more  averfe  any  one  is  from  meditating  on 
tiiefe  things^  the  more  needful  it  is  for  fiimC  Not  thinking 
rf  death  will  ward  it  off"  never  the  longer,  but  only  make  it 
infinitelj  terrible  when  it  comes  ;  and  thinking  of  it  effedu- 
aiHy  will  bring  it  never  the  fooner,  but  only  difpofe  us  to 
wait  for  it  in  peace^  and  receive  it  with  calm  reiignation,  if 
ootwith  joy.  0  that  men  were  wife^  that  they  uhderjlood  tbisy 
tiat  tbiy  would  confider  their  latter  end*, 

2.  The  fhortnefs  of  "this  life,  when  we  view  it  as  an  intro- 
diidion  to  another,  befides  proving,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner, 
the  neoeifity  of  diligence  in  our  duty,  gives  alfo  the  greateft 
encouragement  to  perfevere  in  it,  againft  all  difficulties  and 
temptations. 

Indeed  the  pains  that  we  take  to  lay  afide  our  faults,  and 
cultivate  our  virtues,  will  feldom  fail  to  reward  themfelvcs 
plentiiully  even  here,'  by  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs\. 
Bat  were  it  commonly  otherwife  ;  were  the  yoke  of  our  Maf- 
tcr  heavy,  and  hi&  burden  grievous,  it  is  not  long  that  we 
have  to  bear  it.  The  warfare  againft  our  fpiritual  enemies  ; 
the  forrow  of  being  too  often  unfuccefsful  in  it ;  the  watch- 
folnefs  over  our  bad  inclinations  ;  the  pair.fulncfs  of  felf-de- 
nial ;  the  ridicule  and  cenfure  of  a  world  that  lieth  in  wicled^ 
mfs  X  ;  all  this  will  foon  be  paft,  and  we  fliall  receive  the  end 
^f  our  faith  and  obedience,*  the  falvation  of  our  fouls  §.  If  . 
the  other  life  were  very  diftant,  and  the  crown  of  glory  ||  not 
to  be  given  us,  till  we  hau  been  fome  hundreds  of  years,  like 
the  ancient  patriarchs,  ^^Z>//«^  the  good  fight  ^f,  and  endvring 
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hardnefs,  as  goodfoldiers  ofjefus  Cbri/l  *,"  it  were  lefs  won* 
der,  if  any  fbould  grow  weary  ^  and  faint  in  their  minds  i\ 
but  fince  the  days  of  our  trial  iirc  thus  few,,  and  eternal  feli- 
city is  annexed  to  fo  fliort  a  ftruggle,  we  may  cheerfully  hold 
faji  the  profefjion  of  our  faith  without  wavering,  and  provoke 
one  another  to  love  and  good  works  ;  and  fo  much  the  mart 
continually,  as  we  fee  the  day  approaching  J.  Be  patient 
therefore,  brethren,  unto  the  coming  oftbe  Lord.  Behold,  tie 
hujbandman  waiteth  for  the  precious  fruit  oftbe  earth,  and 
bath  long  patience  for  it,  until  %e  receive  the  early  and  latter 
rain.  Be  ye  alfo  patient  ;JlabliJb  your  hearts  ifar  the  comi$ig 
oftbe  Lord  draweth  nigh  §. 

And  as  the  nearnefs  of  another  ftate  lelTens  very  coniider- 
ably  the  dif&culties  of  virtue,. fo  doth  it  aKo  the  advantages 
of  fin  ;  which  indeed  are  feldom  real,  even  here,  but  much 
the  contrary,  were  all  duly  confidered,  whatever  bad  men 
iciagine,  whom  their  own  wichednejs  hlinds\,  as  they  well  dc- 
ierve  it  ihould.  BVit  fuppofing  them  ever  fo  often  in  the  right, 
the  utmoft  benefit  they  can  receive  is  but  for  the  prefent  life, 
it  may  be,'  for  a  very  fmall  part  of  it :  and  aU  that  we  can 
poilibly  get  or  lofe,  enjoy  or  fuffer  in  this  world,  bears  no 
proportion  to  that  which  is  to  come.  Indeed  whatever  muft 
have  an  end,  can  bear  no  proportion  to  that  which  hath  none. 
And  confequently,  were  we  to  live  ever  fo  long,  provided  we 
were  to  die  at  all,  there  could  be  no  reafonable  comparifon 
between  our  intereft  in  the  prefent  life  and  the  future :  but 
when  the  prefent  not  only  ought  in  reafon  to  be  looked  on  as 
nothing,  but  fliews  itfelf  to  our  very  fenfes  to  be  as  nothing; 
when  we  can  fo  eafily  reckon  up  the  few  years  it  is  compofed 
of,  the  hounds  appointed^  which ^  it  cannot  pafs  \  \  even  then  in 
let  ourfelves  be  cheated  with  it,  and  the  poor  falfe  promifcs 
it  makes  us  ;  and  for  thefe  to  quit  the  hopes  of  an  immorta- 
lity, juft  ready  to  be  conferred  on  us,  the  bleflednefs  of  which 
exceeds  our  imagination,  and  v»'ill  be  continually  Increafing 
for  ever  ;  this  is  what  nothing,  but  the  melancholy  experi- 
ence of  it,  could  make  one  believe  was  poflible.  But  fo  the 
faft  ftands.    Men  give  up  eternity  in  exchange  for  a  moment; 
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icre  they  will  have  their  portion,  whatfoever  fliall  come  af- 
ter. And  though  they  muft  know,  would  they  think  at  all, 
diat  the  judgment  of  the  wicked  linger eth  not,  and  their  dam- 
nation  doth  notjlumber  * ;  yet  cither  they  fly  from  the  con- 
vidion,  or  they  harden  themfelves  againft  it ;  and  defperate- 
]j  refolve,  that  nothing,  hut  what  is  prefect,  fhall  make  anj 
imprefiion  upon  them ;  whereas,  in  juft  reckoning,  every  thing 
prefent  (hould  he  regarded  dlmoft  only  as  it  promotes  or  oh- 
ftrufts  our  preparation  for  futurity.  Faithfulnefs  to  our  du- 
ty fliould  he  our  whole  concern ;  and  what  we  may  fuffer 
here  by  doing  it,  or  gain  here  by  tranfgreffing  it,  fliould  be 
accounted  very  infignificant ;  as  we  certainly  fliall  account  it, 
if  once  we  obtain  from  God  the  ikiU  of  numbering  our  days 
iriglxt. 

3.  The  laft  ufe  which  I  fliall  mention,  of  confidering  how 
foon  this  life  will  terminate  in  another,  is,  that  we  fliould 
fnpport  ourfelves  with  the  profpeft  of .  being  happy  fliortly, 
under  all  that  may  afflid  us  in  the  mean  while. 

Indeed,  were  there  to  be  no  future  fl:ate,  the  misfortunes  of 
die  prefent  would  be  much  the  more  tolerable  for  ending  fo 
foon :  but  ft  ill,  lofing  the  comforts  of  it  would  then  be  lofing 
oar  all ;  and  going  through  It  in  mifery,  would  embitter  our 
whole  cxiftence.  Now,  were  the  fpace  of  it  more  or  lefs,  yet 
being  the  whole,  we  could  have  nothing  to  make  us  amende 
for  our  difappointments  and  fuSerings,  or  to  exalt  us  above 
diem.  Death*  indeed  would  free  us,  earlier  or  later,  and  fo 
&r  be  a  remedy ;  but  a  very  gloomy  one,  were  all  to  end 
there ;  fuch  a  one  as  moft  people  would  think  worfe  than  the 
^eafe,  and  be,  through  fear  ofxt,  all  their  lifetime  fubjeB  to 
iondage  f.  But  now,  as  the  interefts  of  this  world  are  onlj 
afinall  part  of  our  concern,  they  deferve  only  a  fmall  part  of 
Ottr  oonfideration  ;  and  as  the  conclufion  of  the  prefent  fcene 
is  immedisuely  followed  by  a  fecond,  which  fliall  never  con- 
clude, it  fumiflies  out  to  us  a  triumph  over  its  own  terrors. 
0  death,  where  is  thy  fling  f  0  grave,  where  is  thy  viSIory  t  ? 

Bad  perfons  indeed  can  derive  no  comfort  from  hence  ;  for 
the  end  of  their  worldly  forrows,  is  the  beginning  of  infinite- 
ly more  dreadful  ones.     But  if  we  are  iincerelj  pious  and 
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virmous,  the  crofles  and  troubles,  uadfr  wliicb  we  maj  la- 
bour  here,  the  parting  "with  our  friends,  the  provocations  of 
our  enemies,  poverty  and  cpntempt,  fickneis  and*  pain,  the 
wearifomeuefs  of  old  age,''the'feeblenefs  pf  decaying  nature, 
whatever  can  be  grievous  to  us,  will  not  only  foon  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  happinefs,  but  will  increafe  that  happineis  unfpeak-i 
ably,  provided  we  only  bear  it  with  a  dutiful  patience  for  thia 
little  interval.  Now  tbereforey  why  dtfqttietefi  thou  tbyfelf^ 
feeing  thou  art  but  a  corruptibk  man  /  and  '*vhy  art  thou  mov^ 
ed^  whereas  thou  art  hut  mortal?  and  why  haft  thou  not  cott', 
Jidered  the  thing  that  if  to  coma^  rather  than  that  which  is  pre- 
fent*}       . 

We  cannot  indeed,  through  the  original  weaknefs  of  pnr 
depraved  faculties,  be  fo  much  cheered  by  thefe  coufiderations 
as  we  have  caufe  \  and  we  fbould  not  defpair  upon  it ;  but 
we  may  be  cheered  by  them  much  raorp  than  we  are ;  and 
we  fliould  .endeavour  it  to  the  utmoft ;  afiuring  ourfelves, 
that  in  our  future  ilate,  we  fhall  fmile  at  recollecting  the 
heavieft  calamiiities  of  this,  with  much  more  contempt  than 
we  always  do,  in  our  maturer  years,  at  remembering  the  pet* 
\j  afili£tions  of  our  childhood. 

Let  us  refolve  then,  that  we  will  try  to  taie^  trven  joyfully ^ 
pot  only  the  lofles  of  this  world,  knowing  that  we  have  in  bea» 
ven  a  better,  and  an  enduring  fubjlance\  ;  but  alfo  the  diffch^ 
tion  of  this  tabernacle ,  £\ncQ  when  we  are  unclothed^  we  Jhall 
he  clothed  lipon  with  an  houfe  eternal^  and  mortality  befwaU 
lowed  up  of  life  X*  Le^  us,  under  all  prefiiires,  of  whatever 
.kind,  look  upy  and  lift  up  our  heads ^  for  our  redemption  drav- 
etb  nigh  §  ;  and  contente41y  wait  all  the  days  of  our  appointed 
.  time,  tin  our  change  come  \\  j  never  casing  away  that  cor^dence 
which  hath  great  recompence  of  regard  ;  for  yet  alittje  while, 
(ind  be  that  Jhall  come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry  ^.  Thefe 
refleSions  let  us  familiarize  to  ourfelves  ;  and  learn  from 
them  to  fix  our  hearts,  not  on  fjjph  unworthy  o]}je&s  as  wc 
are  fubje^  to  be  difappointed  about  every  moment,  whilft  we 
have  them,  and  muft  at  fartheft,  in  a  few  years,  undergo  the 
final  difappointmcnt  of  parting  with  them  for  ever  ;  but  ex- 
tend 
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UadoHT  ambltioii  to  jiebter  views  ;  and  fince  we  ace  made 
ioT  eteinitjy  become  fuperior  both  to  the  pleafures  and  the 
grids  of  tune  ;  that  being  neither  feduced  by  the  OQe,  nor 
dejeSed  bj  the  odier,  we  oiaj  go  on  with  a  fteadj  a«id  cheer- 
ful attention  to  our  prefent  dotj,  and  our  approaching  blifs ; 
i&ihtfew  and  evil  days  of  our  pilgrimage  *  being  ended,  we 
najhaye  our  confununation  in  peace ;  and  be  admitted  ever- 
Isiikg  inhabitants  of  that  city^  wbicb  bath  foundations^  jvohofi 
Mder  and  maker  is  Godf. 


SERr 


SERMON     CVIII. 


The  Certainty  of  the  Communication  of  Divine  (thou«i 
Invisible)  Influences  to  Good  Men. 


John  xv,  26. 

But  when  the  Comforter  if  come,  whom  I  will  Jend  unto  you 
from  the  Father^  even  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  proceedith 
from  the  Father,  hejhall  tejiify  of  me. 

THE  blei&ngs  which  we  have  received  from  the  Sovereign 
Lord  of  ally  are  either  the  original  ones  of  creation  and 
providence,  or  the  fuperadded  one  of  redemption  from  fin  and 
mifery.  The  former  fort  are  in  fome  meafure  difcoverable 
by  reafon,  but  much  more  fully  made  known  by  revelation ; 
of  the  latter  our  whole  .knowledge  is  from  revelation  alone. 
But  being,  through  its  means,  once  acquainted  with  thofe 
new  relations,  in  which  God's  mercy  to  fallen  man  hath  plac- 
ed us,  and  with  the  new  obligations  to  which  they  fubjed  us, 
it  is  no  lefs  criminal  to  difregard  this  part  of  religion  ,th^ 
the  other,  fince  not  only  the  foundation  of  it,  in  the  truth  of 
things,  is  equally  real,  but  its  importance  to  our  happinefs, 
if  poffible,  greater.  And  the  fcvdral  pcrfons  of  the  Sacred 
Trinity  liaving  manifefted  their  love  to  us,  by  concurring  in 
our  recovery,  and  condufting  and  executing,  according  to  the 
difpofition  of  infinite  wifdom,  their  fcvcral  fhares  of  that  gra- 
cious  work  ;  we  are  confequendy  bound  to  diftind  a6ls  of 
faith  and  duty  towards  each  ;  the  performance  of  which, 
agreeably  to  the  direftion  of  God's  word,  conftitutes  the  pe- 
culiar duty  of  a  Chriftian.  Amongft  thefe,  the  prefent  fea- 
fon  leads  us  to  confider,  what  offices  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath 
condefcended  to  execute  for  our  falvationi^  And  as  they  con- 
fift  partly  in  tcftifying  to  us  outwardly  the  certainty  of  out 
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idigiQD,  partly  in  moving  us  inwardly  to  be  afiefted  by  it  as 
we  ought,  I  (hall  difcourfe  now  on  the  former  of  thefe  points, 
bj  laying  before  you, 

I.  More  generally,  the  teftimony  given  by  the  blefl*ed  Spi- 
rit, in  fucoeifive  ages,  to  divine  truths  ;  above  all  to  the  grant 
cf  a  Saviour  to  mankind. 

IL  In  a  more  particular  manner,  that  ever  memorable  con- 
firmation, vouchfafedy  as  on  this  day,  to  the  dodrine  of  the 
gofpel,  by  his  defcending  on  the  apoiUes,  and  enduing  them 
with  miraculous  gifts ;  of  which  I  ihall  prove  the  reality, 
aod  draw  from  it  proper  inferences.  For  it  wDl  be  ufeful  to 
patyotf  in  remembrance  of  thefe  things,  though  ye  know  them, 
tmd  be  e^abli/hed  in  the  prefent  truth  *. 

I.  Firft  then,  I  ihall  lay  befo:fe  you,  more  generally  and 
briefly,  the  teftimony  given  by  the  Spirit,  in  fucccfiive  ages, 
to  divine  truths.  «    ' 

Prophecy,  as  St.  Peter  obferves,  came  not  in  old  time  by  the 
mUofTnan  ;  but  holy  men  ofGodfpaie,  as  they  were  moved, 
by  the  Holy  Gbojl  f .  Accordingly  we  find  in  multitudes  of 
I^aces,  from  the  earlieft  book  of  fcripture  to  the  lateft,'  fu- 
pematural  impulfes  and  illuminations  afcribed  to  the  Spirit 
of  God  X  •  i^or  can  we  doubt  therefore,  but  they  proceeded 
from  him  always,  though  fometimes  it  is  not  exprefsly  af- 
firmed. So  that  we  are  ^o  honour  the  third  perfon  as  the 
immediate  inward  inftrudor  of  men  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world  ;  as  him  who  hath  admoniihed,  reproved,  and  ftri- 
vea  with  the  wicked  ;  who  hath  warmed  and  cheered  the  ^ 
bearts  of  the  pious  in  all  times,  with  manifeftations  of  God's 
will,  with  declarations  of  his  favour,  with  precautions  againft 
unfeen  dangers,  with  promifes  of  deliverance  from  the  hea- 
▼iefi  afiU£tions,  with  his  prefi^nce  and  guidance  in  the  moft 
intricate  difficulties.  But  as  the  principal  demonft ration  of 
tbe  goodnefs  of  Heaven,  was  the  purpofe  of  fending  our  blefT- 
cd  Lord  into  the  world,  this  moft  important  difpenfation  it 
Was  the  peculiar  care  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  notify ;  giving 
firft  fuch  darker  and  lefs  explicit  intimations  of  it,  as  how- 
ever 
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ever  fufficiently  anfwered  the  neceflities  of  mankind ;  then 
graduallj  unfolding  and  opening  the  fevend  particulars  of 
the  fcheme,  fo  as  that  every  generation  might  be  blelTed  vdA 
fame  new  accelEon  of  light  and  comfort  beyond  the  former; 
and  thftt^  by  did  j  proportioned  intervale,  tie  ^y  might  dawMp 
the  day^flar  anife*,  then  at  length  'the  Sun  of  Right etmfnefs^ 
jhine  forth  ;  at  which  time  all  the  variety  of  types  and  pro- 
phecieSy  and  all  the  intricate  fteps  of  Providence  through  dl 
ages,  fhould  plainly  appear  to  point  out  and  centre  in  this 
one  great  event,  and  undeniably  fl^ew,  that  inown  tmto  the 
Xord  are  all  bis  %ooris/rom  the  beginning  %• 
'  Now  therefore  thefiUnefs  of  time  being  come  },  and  the  Au 
cumftances  of  things  fitly  diijpofed,  the  next  operation  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  for  our  redemption,  was  the  fupematural  am-* 
c^ion  of  the  promifed  Saviour  f{ ;  on  whom  he  afterwards, 
defcended  like  a  dove  at  his  baptifm  ^ ;  led  him  into  die  wil- 
•demcfs  to  triu^iph  over  the  tempter  ** ;  and  fo  condufted  the 
man  fefus  through  his  whole  ftate  of  humiliation,  that  all  be 
faid  and  did  is  reprefented  in  fcripture  as  proceeding  from 
this  influence  ;  and  thofe  mighty  works  of  his,  whioh  bore 
witnefs  of  him,  are  to  be  coniidered  as  repeated  teftimomes 
of  the  Spirit  on  his  behalf.  Thus  he  himfelf  hath  taught  as^ 
laying  daim  to  the  words  of  Ifaiah  :  Ttbe  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is  upon  me  :  for  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  ^the  gojptl  to 
the  poor  ;  he  batbfent  me  to  heal  the  broien^hearted,  to  preach 
deliverance  to  the  captives^  andrecoveting  offght  to  the  blind ff^ 
And  again.  If  I  by  the  Spirit  of  God  do  cajl  out  devils ^  then 
is  the  kingdom  of  God  come  unto  you  tX*  And  in  like  manner 
St.  Peter :  T*bat  word,  which  was  puhli/bed  through  aUjudea^ 
ye  know  ;  how  God  anointed  Refits  of  Na%areth  with  the  Ho- 
ly Ghofl  and  with  power  ;  who  went  about  doing  gohd,  and 
healing  all  that  were  oppreffed  of  the  devil ;  for  God  was  with 
him  $§.  But  belides  the  miracles  which  he  performed  before 
his  death,  the  New' Teftament,  according  to  the  coinmon^  and 
I  think  true  interpretation,  afcribes  alfo  to  the  fame  divine 
agent  that  gteat  miracle  and  foundation  of  our  faith,  his  rifing 
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1^ ;  where  he  is  (aid  by  Su  Paul  to  have  been  declared 
the  Son  of  God  with  power ^  according  to  the  Spirit  0/  Holinefs^ 
hy  the  reJttrreBionfrom  the  dead  *  ;  and  by  St.  Peter  to  have 
hooipgt  to  death  in  theflejby  but  quickened  by  the  Spirit  f . 

Thas  then  it  appears  in  general,  that  from  the  earlieft  times 
the  Spirit  o^ prophecy  was  the  tejlimony  of^efusX\  stnd  bore 
witnefs  to  his  gofpel  by  continual  figns  and  wonders,  during 
his  abode  on  earth.     I  now  proceed, 

II.  To  that  particular  confirmation  of  it,  by  the  4efcent  of 
die  Holy  Ghoft  on  his  apoiUes,  which  he  foretdls,  in  the  text 
ladelfewhere,  fbould  follow  his  leaving  the  world ;  and  which 
pnxliiced  eflfe&s  fo  greatly  fuperior  to  all  preceding  attefta- 
tioos,  that  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  faid  in  fcripture  not  to  have 
been  given,  or  as^other  copies  read  it,  not  to  have  been  he- 
fore}  ;  meaning  comparatively ;  and  in  refpefi,  not  of  his  ex« 
iftence,  but  his  operations  on,believers. 

Now  thefe  were  referved,  for  feveral  good  reafons,  till  af^ 
ter  our  Saviour's  a/cenfion.  It  was  prophefied  of  him^.  that 
viM  he  afcended  up  on  high^  he  Jbould  lead  captivity  captive: 
fubjed  to  himfelf  multitudes  who  had  been  Haves  to  the  wick- 
ed one;  and,  as  the  means  of  doing  this,  {hould  receive  gifts 
for^  and  give  them  unto  men  || :  which  predidion  St.  Paul  ex- 
prcisiy  quotes  ^,  and  St.  Peter  furely  alludes  to  it,  when  he 
Cutb,  ^Cherefort  being  by  the  right  hand  of  God  exalted,  and 
Jfoving  received  -of  the  Father  the  promife  of  the  Holy  Ghofi^ 
he  bath  fbed  forth  this,  which  ye  now  fee  and  hear  **.  It  was 
a  proper  beginning  of  the  exercife  of  that  authority,  with 
which  he  had  been  fb  lately  invefted ;  and  a  new  and  moil 
feafooable  proof  of  it,  efpecially  to  bis  poor  difciples,  who 
rnnft  extremely  have  wanted  comfort  under  the  lofs  of  his 
perlbnal  prefence*  Now  no  comfort  couM  be  fo  reviving,  9^ 
to  find  the  tokens  of  his  power  even  increafed  by  his  abfence^ 
and  themfelves  enlightened  with  greater  knowledge  of  truth, 
and  ftrengthened  with  more  ability  of  performing  mighty 
^eeds,  than  when  he  went  in  and  out  amongfl  them  f  f .  Be- 
fides,  now  they  were  to  go  immediately  on  their  unparalleled 
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etiterprife,  the  converfion  of  mankind ;  and  therefore  now^ 
and  not  before,  it  was  time  they  fhould  be  fumifhed  with  the 
miraculous  qtialific^ons  rtquifite  for  that  purpofe. 

Accordingly,  when  the  day  of  Pentecoft^  the  tenth  after  die 
fifcenfion,  was  fully  come^  a  feftival,  at  which  the  Je^vs  and 
profelytes  of  all  countries  and  languages  reforted  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  befides  that, large  numbers  of  them  ufually  dwelt  there^ 
ih^  apoftles  were  all  with  one  accord  m  one  place,     Andfud- 
denly  there  came  a  found,  from  hea'Oen^  as  of  a  rufbing  wind; 
nnd  it  filed  the  honfe  where  they  w^ere  fitting.     And  there  ap- 
feared  unto  them  cloven  tongues  ^  like  as  of  fire  y  and  H  fat  ufM 
each  of  them.     And  they  were  alf  filled  with  the  Holy  G^]i% 
and  began  to  f peak  with  other  tongue s^  as  th^  Spirit  gave  them 
utterance  *.     There  were,  it  feems,.  a  few  inconfiderate  crea- 
tures, as  the  fort  is  too  common,,  v^ho  found  matter  of  ridi- 
cule in  thiSy  and  mockingy  faid^    "Thefe  men  are  full  ofnevi 
^ine  t.     But  the  very  imagination,  that  twelve  ferious  moi. 
fhould,,  every  one  of  them,  be  fo  unaccountably  overtaken,  at 
fo  unlikely  an  hour  too  as  nine  in  the  morning,  was  incredi- 
ble and  abfurd,.  as  St.  Peter  well  obferved  t>.  whofe"  fpeech,; 
made  inftantly  on  the  occafion,  in  the  words  of  truth  and  Jo- 
hernefs  5,  if  ever  any  was,  would  alone  abundantly  have  con- 
futed the  charge,  even  though  he  had  not  named  it.    And  yet 
a  farther  confutation  was  (and  there  could  not  be  a  ftronger),. 
that  the  foreigners  prefent  muft  know,  whether  the  languages 
they  heard  were  real  ones  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem 
and  Judea  muft  fome  of  them  know,  whether  they,  who  fpoke 
them,  had  ever  learnt  them  ;  and  the  refult  was,'  not  that  they 
were  detefted,.  but  that  three  ihoufand  fouls  were  added  to 
them  the  fame  day  || ;  and  the  numbers  increafed  continually  If. 
In  this  chapter  of  the  Afts  indeed  there  is  mention  only  of 
die  fingle  gift  of  tongues,  as  being  the  moft  remarkable  in  it- 
felf,  and  moft  immediately  exercifed.>    But  from  the  whole  of 
their  hiftory  it  appears,  that  the  apoftles  were  entrufted,  ^^ 
doubtlefs  at  the  fame  time,  "with  various  other  fupernatural 
'endowments  ;  as  their  Lord  had  promifed  them,  that  they 
Aould  do  the  fame,  and  even  greater  works  tfian  he,  hecavfe 
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it  went  unto  his  Father  *.  And  beiiides  the  powers,  of  which, 
mnj  inferior  difciples  partook  "with  them,  there  w^  one  pe- 
.collar  to  them  ;  tha^,  by  prayer  and  ioipofition  of  hands,  they 
were  abk  to  communicate  the  gifts  of  fpeaking  with  tongues, 
jod  jjerformiog  miracles,  to  whom  they  thought  proper, 
tece  indeed,  in  the  extraordinary  and  new  cafe  of  Cornelius,- 
tbeHoij  Ghojl  felly  without  human  interpofition,  on  all  which 
benrd  the  word  preached  f,  as  he  had  done  at  iirft  on  the  apof* 
ties ;  that  the  whole  world  might  be  fully  convinced  of  what 
the  Jews  were  very  backward  to  believe,  that  to  the  Gentiles 
alfo  God  had  granted  repentance  unto  life  t,  iince  he  had  given 
Us  Spirit  to  them,  even  as  he  did  unto  others,  putting  no  differ-* 
sue  between  them  $•  And  thus  did  the  Comforter  teftify,  not 
oaly  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  in  general,  but  our  title,  who 
are  defcended  from  Heathens,  to  a  ihare  in  the  bleiBngs  of  it ; 
HithoHt  which  teftimony  perhaps  we  had  fat  to  this  day  in 
iarknefs,  und  the  fhadov>  of  death  ^.  But  ftill,  ordinarily 
/peaking,  .that  the  fuperior  dignity  of  the  apoiiles'  ntiight  be 
preferved,  and  by  its  means  the  unity  of  the -church,  and  the 
parity  of  the  faith,  thefe  miraculous  gifts  were  conveyed  on-' 
Ij  through  their  hands,  to  fuch  perfons^  as  by  .illumination 
from  above,  they  faw  to  be  qualified  for  them. 

Thus  then^  to  fpeak  in  the  .terms  of  St.  Paul,  to  one  man 
was  given  by  the  Spirit  tie  word  ofwifdom^  to  another  the  word 
ofittowledgej  to  another  faith^  to  another  the  gifts  of  healing, 
U  another  the  working  o/*  other  miracles ^  to  another  prophecy, 
f c  another  difcerning  offpirits^  to  another  divers  kinds  cf  tongues, 
to  another  the  interpretation  jf  tongues  ;  but  all  thefe  wrought 
that  one  astd  the  felf fame  Spirit^  dividing  to  everj^  manfcveraU 
ly  as  he  willed  ^.  And  now^  imagine  a  church  of  Chriftians, 
under  the  condud  .x)f  fome  of  our  Lord's  immediate  difciples, 
tod  exhibiting  to  the  world  around  them  fnch  gifts  as  thefe. 
Rcprefent  to  ydurfelves,  firft,  a  number  of  plain  unlearned 
men  delivering  a  dodrine,  perfeftly  worthy  of  God,  and  fuit- 
cd  to  the  nature  and  condition  of  mankind  -,  evidently  an4 
vafily  more  fo,  than  aU  the  difcoveries  of  unafiifted  reafon,  in 
^  ages,  put  toget^er^  had  been  able  Jto  furnilh ;  profefGng 
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themfelyea  to  have  received,  and  been  charged  to  fpread  it 
tiirough  the  earth,  by  a  perfon  of  a  charader  abfolutelj&ult- 
lefs  ;  whofe  birth  and  aftions,  and  every  thing  material  thtt 
befell  him,  had  been  gradudly  foretelling  ever  fince  the  crea*. 
tion,  and  all  came  to  pafs  accordingly ;  whom,  in  farther  con- 
firmation of  his  authority,  they  had  feen,  for  years,  perfo^- 
ing  daily  miracles  of  the  higbeft  power,  and  the  tendereft 
goodnefs  \  whom  they  had  feen  fupporting  the  reality  of  bis 
miffioD,  by  calmly  delivering  himfelf  up,  and  fuffering  death 
on  the  crofs  j  whom  yet  afterwards  they  frequently  beheld 
alive,  and  converfed  with,  till  at  length,  while  they  ftood  by 
him,  a  cloud  received  him  into  heaven  :  Suppoiing  them  ill 
to  periift  unanimoufly  in  this  account,  without  any  poiliUe 
intereft  to  ferve  by  it,  and  with  the  hourly  danger  of  being 
deteAed,  if  what  they  faid  was  falfe ;  to  have  continually  ber 
fore  their  eyes,  and  one  after  another  to  undergo,  at-confider? 
able  diftances  of  tmie,  with  the  utmoft  cheerftilnefs,  eveiy 
thing  that  can  be  dreadftil  to  human  creatures,  merely  for 
aflerting  thefe  fads,  and  behaving  fultably  to  them :  fuch  % 
teftimony  to  fuch  a  religion,  muft  furdy,  without  any  addi- 
tional proof,  appear  thoroughly  oonvincing  to  every  honeft 
and  reafonable  mind.  But  left,  after  all,  it  flieuld  be  thoaght 
poffible,  that  thefe  witnefles  might  either,  by  fome  ftnmge 
means,  be  all  deceived  in  every  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
evidences,  or  all  agree  (though  one  fees  not  why  they  ihould, 
or  how  with  any  fuccefs  they  could),  to  deceive  others  in 
them,  let  it  be  farther  fuppofed,  that  from  being  ignorant  and 
flow  of  underftanding,  as  they  notorioufly  were,  they  now  (rf 
a  ixkdAtnfpeak  with  a  vnfdom  and  afpirit^  which  their  advcr- 
faries  are  not  able  to  rejlfl  * ;  that  from  being  exceedinglj 
timorous  mortals,  they  are  likewife  of  a  fudden,  when  there 
is  more  ground  for  fear  than  ever,  become  totally  vdid  of 
fear,  and  rejoice  to  fuffer  in  defence  of  thiiir  caufe  :  that  be- 
ing well  known  neither  to  ha^e. enjoyed  opportunities  of 
learning  in  their  own  country,  nor  yet  to  have  travelled  ont 
of  it ;  well  known  to  have  had,  a  few  weeks  before,  no  other 
dialed  than  their  native  ruflic  idiom  of  Galilee  (which  they 
had  not  (kill  enough  to  difguife,  when  they  would  have  wiih- 
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(if  it  moft,  but  were  betrayed  by  their  fpeecli,  and  found  out 
for  what  the j  were)  ;  that  thefe,  quicklj  afiter^  are  qualified 
to  dilcourie  fluently  and  properly  with  men  of  all  the  differ- 
eot  nadotts  of  the  world,  and  that  each  bean  them  fpeai^  in 
their  ovm  tongues,  the  wonderful  works  of  God*  \  that,  far- 
ther ftQl,  they  can  foretell  things  future,  difcern  the  very  fe- 
eiets  of  mens  hearts,  heal  difeafes,  raife  the  dead,  infli£);  mi- 
lacnlous  pnnifhments  on  their  oppofers  ;  in  ft  word,  can  work 
•U  the.  wonders  which  they  affirm  their  Mafter  to  have 
wrought ;  and,  which  is  more,  enable  others,  altogether  ftr^n^ 
gcrs  to  them,  inmiediately  on  their  believing,  to  work  the 
fame :  what  can  there  be  wanting  to  fatisfy  every  examiner 
completely ;  and  whence  can  thefe  things  proiceed,  but  from 
the  power  of  the  Divine  Spirit  ? 

Now  fttch  were  the  proofs  on  which  the  firft  Chriftians  af- 
fert  they  received  their  religion  :  and  their  very  reception  of 
it,  notwithftanding  fuch  prejudices  of  education  againft  it,  and 
threatening  difcouragements  from  it,  is  the  ilrongeft  prefump- 
ticm,  that  the  arguments  urged  to  them  wef  e  convincing,  and 
their  belief  undeniably  true.  It  is  an  acknowledged  fa&,  that 
Chriftianity  fpread,  in  a  very  few  years,  through  every  na- 
tioQ  then  known,  and  that  multitudes  of  every  rank  embraced 
it.  Now,  by  what  poffible  means  could  a  faith,  fo  entirely 
oppofite  to  the  eftabliihed  fuperilitions  of  all  countries,  and 
the  fevourite  vioes  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  them,  be  thus 
propagated,  in  a  knowing  and  inquifitive  age,  by  a  handful 
rfmen,  without  le&rning  and  without  power,  againft  all  the 
learning  and  power  of  the  world,  vigqroufly  and  without  de- 
lay apjdied  to  withftand  it,  but  by  fuch  teftlmonies  of  the 
Divine  Spirit  in  its  favour,  as  the  firft  Chriftians  imanimoud 
I7  fay  attended  its  prpgrefs  ?  Thefe  afford  a  clear,  explication 
of  this  wonderful  change  \  and  fair  inquiry  will  fhew  that  no- 
thiag  elfe  can.  It  is  eafy  to  pick  out  little  cavils,  nay  indeed 
to  raife  very  plaufible  objedioDs  here  and  there,  againft  the 
evidence  of  any  thing.  It  is  eafier  ftill  to  get  a  few  general 
phrafes  of  enthufiafm,  and  bigotry,  and  impofture,  and  cre- 
dulity, and  throw  them  about  at  random.  But  let  any  unbe-* 
iiever  take  only  the  undoubted  fads,  relating  to  Chriftianity 
4  ^, 
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in  its  firft  xife^  and  trj  tu  folve  them  upon  hi$  princijileSy  eiu 
tering  4nto  particulars^  and  he  will  find  it  imprafticahky  ikA 
<^J  ^o  P^^  ^^7  ^iccount  attefled  bj  hiflorj,  how  they  did 
happen  (though  that  he  ought  to  do),  but  even  any  ffxtis  or 
imaginarj  fuppofition  how  they  could  happen,  if  our  religion 
le  falfe^  that  will  not  be  ^uU  of  infinitfdy  greater  difficulties 
and  incredibilities,  than  he  can  pretend  to  allege  againft  the 
truth  of  it.  And  the2:efore  either  the  gofpel  prevailed  by 
thefe  miracles^  for  which  we  contend,  or  its  prevailing  with?. 
4)ut  them  was  the  moil  amazing  miracle  of  all. 

JBjUt  befides  this  way  of  reafoning;  to  prove  that  there  mu& 
liave  been  fuch  gifts,  we  have  dired  hiftorical  .evidence,  fto 
there  aftually  were  fuch* 

Indeed  what  you  have  already  hjeard  concerning  them,  from 
the  Afts  of  the  Apoftles,  carries  with  it  very  fufficient  antho- 
rity.  For  that  book  was  the  work  of  an  author  who  lived  stjt 
the  tinie,  and  had  meaiiis  of  being  well'  acquainted  with  what 
he  relates,  and  could  have  no  temptation  tq,  w^ite  falfehoods  \ 
and  was  allowed,  by  thofe  who  muft  know,  to  have  written 
ciata.  But  the  argument  from  St.  PauPs  epiAles  appears  to 
be  ioUi^WiVdt  jlionger  yet':  And  the  llrength  of  it  lies  in  this 
jiarror^  cojripa:';^,  tha-  they  were  certainly  written  by  him, 
aiid  imn.cd-atciy  received,  and  highly  efteemedj  by  the  feve- 
ral  cLurch'js  to  whom  they  are  dire&ed ;  t;hat  in  them  h^ 
mentions  irequeiftly  the  fupematural  gifts  of  the  Spirit,  a^ 
then  iubi]:tii.k;  in  thofe  churches  ;  that  he  would  not  hav^ 
dared  to  do  iWih,  had  there  been  no  fuch  thing ;  or  if  he  had^ 
he  and  hi^  letters  could  never  have  been  refp<eSedy  as  they 
certainly  were. 

For  the  firft  point,  that  thcfc  epiftles  are  really  his,  we 
have  the  ilrongeft  external  evidence  imaginable  ;  the  tellimo* 
ny  of  fome  of  hie  contemporaries,  of  many  who  lived  imme- 
diately after  him,  and  the^niverfal  confent  of  mankind.  But 
the  internal  marks  and  charafters  of  their  being  genuine,  arc, 
if  poffible,  yet  more  convincing  to  a  judge  of  fuch  matterst 
There  is  a^  evident  air  and  look  of  truth  and  precifene£s  pre- 
ferved  throughout  them.  The  numbers  of  perfons,  on  vari- 
4>us  occafions,  named  in  them  $  the  minute  dire&ions  and  or* 
dcrs  that  are  fent  j  the  obfcurity  of  feveral  paflages,  occafion- 
^d  by  their  referring  to  quefiions  aiked  and  accounts  pf  things 
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pVcn  by  the  churches  ;  and  to  their  prefent  fituation,  in  one 
T€tpe&  or  another,  ate  manifeft  tokens  that  they  are  what 
thej  profefs  to  be.  A  writer  of  counterfeit  pieces,  would 
cither  be  too  artful  to  venture  into  fuch  particulars,  or  mull 
hflvc  failed  in  fome  of  them.  But  then  the  reception  of  them 
Ij  the  congregations  to  which  they  are  infcribed,.  completes 
the  ixnpoiBbility  df  a  fraud.  Suppofe  an  impoftor  to  draw 
up  letters  of  a  coniiderable  length  to  fuch  and  fuch  focieties^ 
churches  for  inftance^  relating  to  many  of  their  members  and 
acquaintance,  and  to  many  things^  of  many  forts,  done,  be- 
lieved, or  debated  amongft  them,  and  not  to  make  in  any  one 
ofthefe  afingle  miftake,.  which  is  quite  inconceivable;  jet, 
when  thefe  performances  came  into  the  hands  of  thefe  per- 
fiKis,  pretending  in  the  title  to  have  been  fent  to  them  or  their 
lathers,  not  many  years  before,  can  it  be  imagined  they  will 
all  agree  to  receive  them  as  fuch,  though  till  then  they  had 
neither  original,  nor  copy,  nor  memory^  nor  traditiwi  of 
them  ?  A  falfc  hiftory  may  creep  filently  into  the  world;  and 
obtain  credit  by  degrees.  A  falfe  cplleflion  of  letters  may 
impofe  on  ftrangers,  remote  in  place  or  time :  But  that  the 
very  men„  or  body  of  men^  to  whom  they  declare  themfelves 
to  have  been  written  a  little  while  ago,  and  who  abfolutely 
know  nothing  of  their  ever  being  written  to  them  at  all, 
flioi^  believe  in  them,,  is  utterly  inconceivable  ;  and  ftill 
more  fo,  if  tliefe  letters  affirm  fuch  extraordinary  things  to 
Sethen  doing  amongft  them,  as  could  not  have  been  forgot- 
ten, if  they  had  been  done,  and  yet  are  not  remembered.  • 
Now  it  never  was,  or  can  be  denied,  that  St.  PauVs  epiftles 
were  admitted  as  his,  and  honoured  as  facred,  were  conti- 
nually read  and  quoted,  both  in  private  and  public,  by  thofe 
churches,  of  which  they  bear  the  names,  not  fome  ages  after 
his  death,  for  then  there  might  have  been  colour  for  a  charge 
aI  impofition,.  but  from  his  own  days  downwards.  Nay,  if 
wc  allow  the  teftimony  of  early  and  venerable  writers,  his 
originals  themfelves  were  prcferved  tlicre  (a  thing  by  no 
means  unlikely)  to  following  generations. 

Now  In  thefe  epiftles,  thus  proved  authentic,  the  miracu- 
lous operations  gf  the  Holy  Ghoft  appear  to  have  been  com- 
mon amongft  Chriftians.    The  workers  of  miracles,  they  who 
^okc  >rithr  tJQOgwes,-  who  prophefied,  who  had '  the  gift  oJr 
•  healings 
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healing,  a>e  mentioned  there  as  familiarly  as  the  apoftles,  el- 
ders, and  teachers.     Naj  farther,  as  the  exercife  of  feme  of 
thefe  powers  in  the  church,  it  feems,  was  irregular  fome- 
times,  and  made  ccHifufion,  there  are  miuiy  dire^ons  laid 
down  hj  the  apoftle  for  the  regulation  of  it.     And  farther 
ilill,-  becaufe  the  perfons  endued  with  tbem  were  too  apt  to 
value  themfelvesy  and  be  valued  bj  others,  inunoderately  on 
account  of  thorn,  he  iniifls  verj  much,  in  the  true  fpirit  of 
Chriftianity,  on  the  preferablenefs  oi  charity ^  that  is,  of  love 
to  God  and  man,  heior^ /peaking  with  the  tongues  of  men  ani 
angelsy  before  prophecy,  before  the  faith  that  could  remove 
mountains  *.     Is  it  poffible  now,  that  all  this  ihould  be,  writ- 
ten  to,  and  received  and  refpefted  by  perfons  who  had  no      j 
fuch  gifts  amongft  them  ?    Is  it  polGble  alfo,  that  St.  Pauly 
when,  as  we  find  in  thefe  very  letters,  he  had  rivals  and  cne-     ; 
mies  in  thefe  churches,  men  of  intereft  and  influence,  of  art     J 
and  fubtlety,  fhould,  in  the  face  of  them  all,  appeal,  as  he 
doth,  to  miracles  performed  by  himfelf  and  others,  for  a  proof     [ 
of  his  authority  and  dodrine,  before  their  eyes,  if  in  reality     , 
neither  he,  nor  any  one  elfe,  had  ever  performed  any  ?    Ob-     j 
ferve  how  he  expostulates  with  the  Galatians  on  the  danger 
of  their  apoilatizing  from  the  gofpel  to  the  law.     Ofooiyb     ^ 
Galatians,  who  hath  bewitched  you,  that  you  fhould  not  obey  - 
the  truth  ?    Tins  only  would  I  leasyt  of  you.  Received  ye  the 
Spirit,  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  iy  the 
works  of  the  law,  or  by  the  hearing  of  faith  /  He  that  mtrnf" 
tereth  the  Spirit  to  you,  and  worketh  miracles  among  you,  doth 
he  it  by  the  works  of  the  law,  or  the  hearing  of  faith  \\ 
Again,  he  boldly  pleads  to  the  Judaifing  Roman  converts,      | 
thofe  things  which  Chri/i  had  wrought  by  him  to  mate  the 
Gentiles  obedient,  by  word  and  deed,  through  mighty  figns  and 
wonders,  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  ofGodX.     And  when, 
amongft  the  Corinthians,  his  apoftleihip  had  been  queftioned 
by  fome,  his  anfwer  is,    Truly  the  Jigns  of  an  apo/l/e  were 
wrought  among  you  in  %vonders  and  mighty  deeds  J.     And 
from  the  confcioufhefs  which'  he  had  of  the  ailiflance  of  the 
Spirit,  he  threatens  to  come  to  them  zgunjhortly,  and  inow^ 
not  thefpeech  of  them,  which  are  puffed  up,  but  the  power* 

For 
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for fbe  kingdom  o/Godj  he  adds,  is  not  in  wordy  but  in  power*  ^ 
atgreeablj  to  what  he  had  told  them  in  a  preceding  chapter, 
thit  his  own  preaching  bad  not  been  with  enticing  words  of 
nm^s  wi/domy  but  in  demonftration  of  the  Spirit  and  of  power ^ 
thai  their  fqjUh  might  flandy  not  in  the  wifdom<fmeny  but  in 
tlefdwerofGod^.  Now,  as  it  muft  be  not  onlj  impru- 
dence, bt^t  madnefs  in  him,  to  fpeak  of  thde-  things,  if  thej 
were  not  true,  fo  his  fpeaking  of  th^m  could  not  but  have 
prodaced  the  entire  reje£tion  of  his  epiftles  and  himfelf,  if 
the  feveral  churches  had  not  known  them  to  be  true.  And 
therefore,  fince  thefe  churches  did  continue  to  reverence  him 
aadthem  as  of  more  than  human  authority,  it  follows,  that 
thefe  operatiDUS  and  miracles  were  both  real  and'  frequent 
amongft  aU  Chriilians  in  general.  For  even  when  he  was 
congratulating  die  illuftrious  church  of  Corinth  on  her  gifts, 
he  doth  not  hint  to  her  (manj  and  great  as  we  know  they 
-were)  that  (he  was  before,  but  only  mo/  behind  others  in  that 

-rtfpcftt 

And  now  what  remains  ia,  that  beiog  fatisfied  of  the  ceK 
tainty  of  thefe  things,  we  lay  ferioufly  to  heart  the  proper 
inferences  from  them  ;  which  are  indeed  too  many  to  be  en- 
larged on  at  prefent,'bat  happily  too  plain  to  need  it.  In  ge- 
neral, it  follows,  that  the  religion  which  we  profefs,  is  no 
ether  than  the  truth  of  God:  the  dodrines  of  it,  however 
mjilerioua,  reafonable  objeds  of  firm  belief;  the  precepts, 
however  difficult,  matter  of  indifpenfable  duty ;  -  its  glorious 
rewards  fecure  to  every -good  perfon ;  its.  dreadful  punifh- 
ments  unavoidable  by  every  bad  one.  More  particularly,  in 
reg^d  to  that  Spirit,  which  teflifies  thefe  things,  it  follows, 
that  we  ihould  honour  him,  as  poffefled  of  thofe  divine  attri- 
butes which  they  imply,  and  which. the  fcripture  afcribes  to 
him  repeatedly ;  that  we  fhould  make  our  thankful  acknow- 
ledgments for  thefe  his  outward  manifeftations,  and  pray  for 
hb  inward  and  faving  influences  on  our  fouls  ;  that  we  ihould 
receive  the  gofpel  more  fubmiffively,  and  obey  it  more  dili- 
gently, for  his  having  ratified  and  confirmed  it  in  fo  unparal- 
leled a  manner  ;  often  recoUefting  for  this  purpofie  that  aw- 
£ai  admonition  :  If  the  word  fpoken  by  angels y  the  law  of  Mo- 
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fes,  vias  fiedfafl^  and  every  tranjgreffion  received  ajufi  reeom* 
pence  of  reward^  bowjhall  ive  efcape,  if  we  negUQ  fo  griftifal* 
fation  ;  which  at  the  Jirft  began  to  be  fpoken  by  the  Lord^  ami 
was  confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that  heard  hii^  ;  God  alfo  bear-^ 
ing  them  wituefs^  both  with  figns  and  wonders,  and  with  divers 
miracles  and  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  *.  To  wt^om,  \yith  tho 
Father  and  the  Son,  &c. 

*  Hcb,  ii.  a,  3, 4. 
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The  Certaiktt  of  Divike  Aid  being  Imparted  to  all 
Men  who  Fear  God,  and  Endeavour  SerioussiT  to 
Observe  his  Moral  Precepts^ 


John  xiv.  15^  16,  I*}* 

if  ye  loVe  me^  ietp  my  commandments. 

And  I  wis  fray  the  Father^  and  be  JhaU  give  yoU  aiiotber 
Comforter^  that  be  may  abide  witb  you /or  ever* 

Even  tbe  Spirit  oftrUtb^  wbom  tbe  world  cannot  receive,  be^ 
caufe  it  feetb  bim  not^  neitber  knowetb  him :  but  ye  inovlf 
bim  f/or  be  dweUetb  witb  yoU,  andjball  be  in  you; 

OUR  blefled  Lord  might  very  poffibly  defign  to  compre- 
hend^ in  this  promife,  all  the  benefits  which  the  Holy 
Ghofiwas  to  confer  on  his  followers.*  Bnt  his  exprellions 
plainly  fliew,  that  he  had  chiefly  in  view,  not  the  miraculous 
gifts  of  the  Spirit^  but  t&e  direfting  and  comforting  inflnences 
of  bis  grace.  For  thefc  alone  are  given  to  all,  who  love  Cbrift, 
imd  keep  Bis  commandments  :  Thefe  alone  were  to  abide  witb 
Chriflians/or  ever  :  Thefe  alone  tbe  world  could  not  receive, 
becaufe  they  would  not  fufier  themfelves  16  fee  or  inow  tbemz 
and  though,  in  appearance^  a  lefs  iUuftrious,  they  are,  in  rea« 
lity,  a  more  important- ]gift  than  thofe  of  tongues  and  mira- 
cles. For  though  the  latter  were  powerful  means  of  making 
religion  believed,  the  former  only  can  bring  it  to  be  pra£Hf- 
ed ;  and  therefore  it  is  highly  neceflary  to  teach  and  incul«« 
tate  the  doctrine  of  inwird  grace ;  that  men  may  eameftly 
pray  for  it,  faithfully  ufe  it,  and  heartily  rejoice  in  it.  SomcT 
indeed  have  abnfed  the  perfuafion  of  God^s  working  in  $bem 
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to'a  negled  of  working  out  tbeir  own  falvation* .  Smdc  ha«» 
miftaken  the  feelings  of  an  enthufiaftic  warmth  for  teftizsf)- 
nies  of  the  Divine  Spirit ;  fome  have  done  extravagant,  and 
others  wicked  adions,  under  pretence  6i  his  dire^on,  Bnt 
as  their  afcribing  too  much,  can  never  warrant  our  afcribing 
too  little  to  his  influence  on  our  hearts  ;  and  error  is  beft 
confuted,  not  bj  maintaining  the  oppofite  error,  but  by  fctt. 
ihg  forth  the  truth,  I  fhall  therefofb  endeavour, 

I.  To  fhew  the  credibility  of  this  influence  from  reofon: 

II.  To  give  a  more  certain  and  full  account  of  it  firoa^ 
fcripture : 

III.  To  re<?oncile  it  with  experience  :  And 

IV.  To  make  fuitable  inferences  from  the  wholc- 

I.  To  fliew  its  credibility  from  reafon ;  which,  however 
needlefs,  if  men  regarded  fcripture  as  they  ought,  maybe 
ufeful  in  difpofing  them  to  regard  it  more  than  they  do.^ 

A  little  infpeftion  into  ourfelves, .  will  convince  us  what 
imperfed  creatures  we  are,  and  how  poorly  qualified  for  the 
praftice  of  piety  and  virtue.  We  have  indeed,  by  nature,. a 
general  knowledge  of  our  duty,,  and  very  juft  motives  to  it, 
with  fome  difpofitions  in  its  favour.  But  then,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  have  much  inattention  to  religious  truths,  and  great 
prejudices  againft  them  ^  we  have  many  bad*  inclinations  to 
miflead'U»;  we  have  an  indolence  that  lets  them  eafily  pre- 
vail over  us  ;  we  are  in  a  world  full  of  ill  examples  and  vi- 
cious maxims  of  life ;  of  enticements  to  unlawful  pleafures, 
provocations  to  immoderate  refentment,.  temptations  to  ambi- 
tion, envy,  covetoufhefs,  every  fin.  And  fom^times  a  num- 
ber of  thefe  enemies  arc  combined  together  fo  ftrengly,  and 
attack  us  fo  unprepared,  that  a  much  greater  force  than  the 
ordinary  powers  of  the  human  mind^  would  be  very  unlikely 
tjy  Hand  againft  them.  And  when  once  they  overcome  us, 
every  fall  makes  way  for  another ;  the  fenfibility  of  eoiv- 
fcience  decays,  good  afFeftions  are  lUfled,  wrong  pafOons  in- 
flamed, wrpng  cuftoms  formed,  and  reafon,  habituated  to  be 
ovei-powered,  yields  at  length  without  ftruggle.  Now,  what 
is  there  to  bp  expefted,  for  the  future,. from  men  unaflifted  in 
-tiiefe  circumftances  ?    It  does  not  follow^,  indeed,  that  they 
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wfO  aiwajs  go  on  uniformly  to  deftru&ion,  without  fome  in« 
terrals  of  better  purpofes  and  endeavours.  From  time  to 
time  their  eyes  ihall  be  opened,  their  fears  alarmed^  excellent 
refolutions  made,  and,  for  a  while^  perfevered  in  moil  zea- 
bnflj.  But  too  foon  this  fervour  cools,  our  vigilance  abates^ 
athoiiiaiid  things  happen  to  put  us  off  our  guard  y  and  one 
thing  alone,  trufting  in  our  own  feeming  ftrength,Js  fufficient 
to  lall  us  into  a  fecurity  that  wUl  prove  fatal.  Sinful '  incli« 
nations  and  habits  always  retain  a  flrong\sr  party  within  us 
than  appears ;  and,  when  we  leaft  think  of  it,  fnatch  a  favour- 
abk  opportunity,  and  recover  their  empire,  perhaps  more  ab- 
fclutely  than  before.  After  fome  experience  of  this  kind, 
men  come  indeed  to  have  lefs  confidence  in  themfelves.  But 
what  is  the  ufual  confequence  ?  Why,  that  not  looking  be- 
yond themfelves,  at  the  very  time  of  forming  good  purpofes, 
diey  fcarce  hope  to  keep  them ;  and  fo  their  efforts  grow  dai- 
ly more  heartlefs  and  faint,  till  at  laft  they  become  quite 
wc»ry  of  the  fruitlefs  trouble  ;  and,  it  may  be,  inftead  of  try- 
ing any  longer  to  be  good,  labour  to  perfuade  themfelves,  that 
they  neither  need,  nor  oan  be  fo. 

This  is  plainly  (alk  your  hearts  if  it  be  not)  the  common 
courfe  of  things  ;  the  daily  event  df  the  combat  between  mere 
human  virtue,  and  the  trials  which  this  world  throws  in  it» 
way.  Yet  all  tj^e  while  it  is  an  evident  truth,  that  the  very 
end  of  our  being  is  the  praftifing  of  thefe  duties,  which  we 
find  fo  difficult,  and  the  rooting  out  of  thefe  fins,  to  which  we 
fed  ourfelves  fo  prone.  Now,  what  God  hath  made  ub  for, 
he  muft  fome  way  have  provided  we  fhould  be  able  to  do,  in 
fuch  meafure  as  he  will  accept.  He  moft  clearly  fees  the 
dangers  to  which  we  are  expofed^  and  the  poor  degree  of 
fircngth  and  preparation  with  which  we  meet  them.  The 
Bever-ceafing  influences  of  his  providence  preferve  and  afto- 
ate  every  part  of  the  material  world.  And  can  we  imagine, 
that  he,  wlio  is  always  taking  care  of  all  his  other  works, 
down  to  the  very  meaneft  things  on  this  earth,  will  dif regard 
the  moft  important  thing  in  it,  the  eternal  interefts  of  the 
fcnls  of  men  ?  It  would  be  injuring  his  goodnefs,  his  holinefs, 
<o  iimk  fo. 

It  is  true,  beings  endued  with  free  will  and  choice,  as  we 
^re,  tauil  not  be  acted  on  fo  a3  to  deftroy  it,,  but  fuitably  to 

their 
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their  nature.  And  how  many  fiich  methods  may  there  be? 
^vithin  the  reach  of  infinite  wifdom  and  power  ?  He  who  hath 
given  us  all  the  inward  principles  we  have,  caCnnot  he,  at 
pleafure,  repair  their  decays,  reftrain  their  Vehemence,  rcdi- 
fy  their  diforders  ?  He  who  hath  eftabiilhed  the  ways  by 
which  his  creatures  communicate  their  minds  one  to  another, 
muil  not  he  be  able  to  communicate  himfelf  to  them,  wheil 
he  judges  it  proper  ;  to  reprefent  the  beauty  of  goodnefs,  the 
deformity  of  fin  ;  to  fuggeft  proper  motives  of  duty  and  intc- 
reft  j  to  turn  their  attention  from  dangerous  objeAs ;  to  in- 
fpire  them  with  religious  and  virtuous  affedions ;  to  bring 
into  their  minds  juft  and  wife  rules  of  condud  ;  and  all  this 
at  fuch  times  as  ihall  be  moft  needful  for  our  reformation, 
our  fafety,  our  improvement  ?  Thcfe  invifible  operations  of 
God  in  our  minds,  are  plainly  no  more  inconfiftent  with  our 
liberty,  thaii  the  fecret  or  open  perfuafions  of  our  felloW 
Aiortals  are.  And  therefore  it  is  pcrfeftly  credible,  that  as 
'we,  who  have  fo  little  goodnefs,  are  prompted  by  it  however 
to  advife  and  affift  each  other,  he,  who  is  abfolutely  goody- 
will  not  refufe  his  gracious  help,  in  fuch  cafes  as  really  want 
it ;  and  efpecially  to  fuch  perfons  as  humbly  defire  it,  and 
honeftly  make  ufe  of  it ;  for  carelefs  and  prefumptuous  fin- 
ners  have  by  no  means  the  fame  ground  to  hope  for  aid  £ron» 
a  juil:  and  holy  God.  But  to  what  degree  he  will  either 
ftrcngthen  the  former,  or  admonifli  the  latter,  is  entirely  be- 
yond human  knowledge :  only  this  we  know,  that  he  may  do 
what  he  will  with  his  own ;  and  will  do  always  what  he  fees 
to  be  wifeft  and  beft. 

Nor  is  the  perfu^on  of  God's  enlightening  and  affifting 
men  to  perform  their  duty,  a  notion  ftarted  in  thefe  later 
ages  of  the  v*'orld  ;  but,  from  early  tijnes,  the  beft  and  moft 
eonfiderate,  even  of  the  Heathens,  have  held  and  taught  this ' 
dodrine  :  and  all  men  every  where  implicitly  own  it,  by  of- 
fering up  prayers  to  Heaven  for  direftion,  how  they  ftiould 
aft  for  help  and  fuccefs  in  their  attenipts  ;  of  which  prayers, 
the  faith  of  a  divine  interpofition  is  the  only  poifible  ground. 
Thefe  things,  put  together,  muft  fiirely,  at  leaft,  prepare  us 
-  to^eceive  more  readily,  and  with  more  entire  confidence  in 
it,  that  fuller  light,  of  which  I  now  proceed 

2^  II.  To 
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n.  To  give  fome  account  from  fcriptijre.  Thcf e  we  are 
taught^  that  humaa  nature  is  corrupt  and  degenerate^  and  no 
looger  able  to  ftand  alone  againft  the  temptations  which  itfelf 
breeds ;  and  yet  lefs  wnen  they  are  ftrigngthened  by  the  fug- 
geftku^  of  wicked  men,  and  of  our  adverjary  the  devil,  who 
asaroariag  lion  walketb  about ^feeking  whom  he  may  devour'*. 
That  therefore  our  Maker,  who  ftiU  requires  obedieuce  from 
his  creatures,  and  yet  doth  not  require  impolTibilitieSy,  hath 
from  the  bcginning^ri©^«  with  the  badf,  and  inJlru£iedX  and 
ejtahlijhed  \  the  good,  hy  his  Spirit  faitbin  them  \\  ;  though  it 
was  more  abundantly  poured  forth  when  the  gofpel  was  pub- 
liflied:  from  which  we. learn,  taat  except  a  man  be  born  of 
'wtttr  and  of  the  Spirit y  he  cannot  enter  into  the  hijigdom  of 
heaven  ^ :  That  by  the  Spirit  of  adoption  **,  changing  our  na- 
ture and  condition,  we  are  entitled,  through  faith  in  Chrijl,  to 
call  God  our  Father  :  And  that  ifwe^  being  evil,  know  how  to 
give  good  gifts  unto  our  children^  much  morefball  our  Father 
M  heaven  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  that  ajk  him  +t-  Now, 
ia  this  declaration,  our  bleffed  Redeemer  evidently  means, 
not  giring  his  miraculous  powers  (which  few  in  proportion 
ever  had,  and  perhaps  none  ever  prcfumcd  to  requeft  for 
thexnfelves),  but  his  faving  graces  ;  .which,  to  ufe  the  pre- 
ceding words,  every  one  that  fccketb  findcth  ;  and  which  an- 
fwcr,  in  the  fpiritual  life,  to  bread  in  the  natural.  Accord- 
ingly St.  Faul,  in  the  concluGon  of  his  fecond  cpifllc  to  the 
Corinthians,  prays,  that  the  fellowjhip  or  communiony  the 
communication  of  the  bleffings  of  the  Holy  Ghojl^  may  be 
'jshb  them  ally  as  well  as  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chri/lj 
and  the  love  of  God.  Certainly  this  means,  not  a  bentCt  pe- 
culiar to  a  few  in  the  primitive  days,  but  an  influence  from 
llie  blcflcd  Spirit  on  the  foul,  of  which  every  true  believer  in 
€vcry  age  might  partake. 

Thus  then  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  given  to  all  Chriftians.    And, 
ts  we  are  taught  in  the  fame  fcripturcs  more  particularly,  he 
apcns  our  underjiandings  tt  ^^d  hearts  §4,  that  we  may  dif- 
€£ra  our  lofl  condition,  by  fin  original  and  actual ;  may  at- 
tend 
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itend  to  the  ofFer&  of  the  gofpel,  and  know  the  things  that  ore 
freely  given  us  of  God*.  He  alfo  inclines  our  fouls^  not  onlj 
Xo  embrace,  but  obey  the  truth  f.  Such  as  complj  wirii  his 
tnotions,  he  leads  %  uniformly  on  to  their  maturity  in  good, 
^efs,  po  the  meafure  of  the  Jlature  ofthefuinefs  of  Chri^\. 
Thofe  who  deviate  from  the  right  way,  he  brings  back  |f ;  by 
Teprefenting  partly  the  terrors  of  religion,  partly  the  mer- 
cies ;  renews  them  in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds  ff ,  and  forms 
them  again  to  the  image  of  God.  In  this  manner  he  conduds 
the  whole  flock  of  Chrift  ;  helps  their iinfirmities  in  their  do^ 
motions,  maiiffg  intercejfton  within  4hem  **~  ^  enables  them  |o 
profit  by  the  ordinances  appointed  for  themff  ;  teaeheAtbem 
all  things  which  they  need  to  know  Xt  5  in  every  afflidioa 
■and  temptation  makes  his  grace  fufficient  for  them  J}.  Pro- 
portionably  as  they  ufe  thefe  advantages  well,  he  fiUs  tbem 
^th  the  fruits  of  his  Spirit y  which  are  in  all  goodnefsy  and 
righteoufnefsy  and  truth  ||  |( ;  and  thus  is  prefent  with  tbem, 
«nd  dwells  >  in  4hem  continually  more  and  more,  fo  that  thej 
grow  upy  to  ufe  the  apoftle's  expcefliona,  into  temples  of  the 
Holy  Ghojly  Habitations  of  God  through  the  Spirit  %% 

Not  that  all  good  Chriftians  have  an  equal  fenfe  or  equrf 
^are  of  this  happinefs.  For  though  Aey  muft  fed,  with 
ibme  degree  of  comfort,  the  good  difpofitions  which  the  Holy 
Ohoft  hath  wrought  in  them,  yet^fears  and  doubts  concerning 
their  fpiritual  ftate  may,  at  times  efpecially,  prevail :  and  the 
beft  peffons,  through  miftaken  opinion,  or  conftitutional  low- 
nefs  of  fpirits,  think  too  ill  of  themfelves,  as  the  worft  people 
^ften  think  too  well,  and  have  lively  perceptions  of  ground- 
lefs  confidence.  It  is  not  therefore  'hj  our  inward  enjoy- 
ments, but  our  obedience,  that  we  are  to  judge  of  our  condi- 
tion. However,  generally  fpeaking,  in  thofe  of  confirmed 
(Toodnefs,  the  Spirit  bears  witnefs  powerfully  with  thtn  fpiriti 
,?nakes  the  teftimony  of  their  confcience  clear  and  ftrong,  that 
they  are  the  children  of  God***.  And  hence  arife^  thatjy  « 
^he  Holy  Chofl  \^\  the  Comforter,  which  is  a  foretafte  of  hea- 
venly 
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tienlj  happinels ;  that  afHiratice  of  God^s  faVdiir,  'whicli  is 
called  in  fcripture;  being  fealed  'With  the  Spirit  of  promife^ 
At  eameft  of  our  inheritance^. 

And  noWy  having  feen  what  reafon  and  fctipttire  teach  in 
this  matter,  itxirill  be  time  to  iliqnire; 

III.  Whether  fad  experience  doth  not  contradift  both.  For 
k  will  be  faid.  Who  is  there  that  feels  any  other  principle 
awnng  within  him,  than  the  natnral  Vrdrkings  of  his  own 
mind  ?  And  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  generality  of  men,  at 
kaft,  have  nb  fuch  perception  bf  Uny  fccret  itnptilfes  upon 
diem,  as  can  make  it  certain,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  the 
tadior  of  them,  any  otherwife  than  as  we  know,  that  en)ery 
S^pfi  i^from  above  j".  Yet  foitietimes  a  religious  or  Vir- 
tuous thought  ihall  prefent  itfelf  to  us,  fo  very  fuddenly  and 
feafonably,  that  we  cannot  but  have  a  mbre  particular  per- 
foafioD,  if  we  refled  at  all,  of  it^  proceeding  immediatdy 
from  a  gracious  invifible  poweir.  But  were  tjbis  btherwife, 
we  every  day  fee  perTons  influenced  by  their  fellow-creatures  > 
and  firongly  toO)  without  perceiving  it  in  the  leaft.  And 
is  not  our  Creator  infinitely  abler  to  do  the  fame  thing  ? 
Our  Saviour  argues  very  juftly  t  "The  ivind  ilo\oetb  whef-if  it 
UJletby  and  thou  heare/l  the  found  thereof  hut  canfl  not  tell 
ivbence  ii  cometh^  and  whither  it  goeth  y  f)  is  everf  one  that 
is  horn  of  the  Spirit  %•  The  very  motion  of  the  air  is  much 
too  fabtle  to  have  its  eourfe  and  th^  msinnet  of  its  operations 
minntcly  traced,  yet  its  eSt&s  are  Very  manifeftj  and  very 
great.  Thus  likewife  the  Spirit  of  God,  though  it  be  invifi- 
Ue,  is  yet  powerful  in  its  mbvettientsj  producing  fuch  changes 
in  the  heart  ias  nothing  elfe  can. 

But  it  may  be  urged,  that  even  bf  thefe  iBfieSs,  there  is  by 
no  means  the  evidence  which  might  be  expefted.  Many  per- 
&ns  are  as  bad  as  they  well  can  be  ;  and  few>  if  any,  fo  good 
as  they  eafily  might  be  j  where  then  is  the  proof  of  thofe  hea- 
venly  influences^  whith  are  to  fefotm  the  one  fort,  and  per- 
fcft  the  other  t  Now  we  (hould  remember,  that  throughout 
the  difpenfations  of  God  towards  rational  creatures,  he  in  no 
cafe  doth  fo  much  as  he  can  ;  for  doing  lefs  is  more  properly 
fuitcd  to  their  make.  As  we  have  not  by  nature  a  fufficient 
Vol.  III.  A  a  j^ower, 
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power,  he  13  readj  to  add  to  it.  But  as  we  have  by  nature 
fome  power  of  taking  preliminaryy  though  of  thexufetves  in«. 
^Seiftual  fteps  towards  amendment,  he  requires  we  ihould  firft, 
exert  that ;  and  ordinarilj  will  make  our  behaviour  the  loea- 
fure  of  his  own  ;  though  fometimes,  that  be  Mfiyjbew  the  ex^. 
ceeiing  richee  of  bis  grace  *,  he  extouls  uncommon  degrees  of 
^  it. to  very  great  fiimers.  Our  Saviour  therefore,  whea  in  the 
text  he  promifes  the  Holy  Spirit  to  his  difc^des,  doth  it  only 
on  the  condition^  that,  with  the  ftrength  which  they  already 
had,  they  iept  bis  comman4ments :  and  tells  them,  that  the 
reft  oStbe  world  cannot  receive  this  Comforter^  beeamfe  it/e^h 
him  not  J  neither  inoweth  him  :■  they  turn  their  eyes  from  the 
light,  and  harden  themfelves  againft  feeling  convidioa.  Yet 
even  fuch  he  treats,  by  his  Spirit,  for  fome  time,  in  the  man- 
ner which  himfelf  defcribes  •:  Bfbold^  Ifiand  at  the  door^  and 
knock*  If  any  man  hear  my  voice^  and  open  the  doot^  I  witt 
come  in  to  him  +.  But  if  men  re^  the  Holy  Gbqfi  J,  grieve 
him  §^  and  do  dejpile  to  him  ||,  no  wonder  if  at  laft  he  depart,* 
and  leave  tliem  to  the  fin  and  mifery  which  they  have  cho- 
fen.  ForiMo  a  malicious  foul  wifdomjball  not  enter ^  nor  dwell 
in  the  body  that  is  fuhjeB  untofn.  TChe  Holy  Spirh  ofdifci- 
pUne  willjlee  deceit^  and  remove  from  thoughts  that  nre  with^ 
out  underfiandingy  and  will  not  aiide  when  unrighiejoujnefs 
Cometh  in  ^*  , 

They  then,  who  are  refolute  in  wickednefs,  can  hope  fer 
no  experience  of  our  Saviour's  promife  \  and,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  fuch  as  are  irrefolute  in  goodnefs,  can  expeft  but  lit- 
tle. For  the  rule,  fo  often  repeated  in  the  gofpel^  is,  notwith- 
ftanding  its  firft  appearance,  very  reafonable  :  Unto  him.  thai 
bath  Jball  be  given^  and  he  fball  have  more  abundance  /  but 
nvbofoever  hath  not,  even  that  he  hath  Jball  be  taken  from 
him  **  :  to  aD,  who  receive  and  ufe  the  grace  of  God,  it  /hall 
be  continually  increafed  \  and  from  all  who  repd  and  rejed 
it,  gradually  withdrawn.  If  therefore  perfons,  in  fome  mea^ 
fure  wellmeaning,  too  often  feel,  and  confequently  beheve, 
fcarce  any  thing  of  the  good  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  the  reafon  is 
plain  ;  either  they  negle£i:  themfelves  in  one  part  or  another 

of 
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of  dieircondudy  or  they  truft  to  themfelves,  and  negleft  God; 
of  both  which  errors  he  will  convince  them.  But  if,  by  join- 
ing etrneft  prayer  with  diligent  watchfukiel^,  we  draw  nigh 
vOo  hkif  he  will  foon  drsnu  nigh  unto  us  ^,  and  fiour  out  his 
Spirit  upon  us  f  •  Indeed  the  very  different  efTeds  that  we 
liaJl  find,  both  in  ourfeltes  and  others,  from  ading  in  oMifi- 
dcnce  of  mere  human  ftrength,  and  reljong  on  the  power  of 
the  Divine  grace,  is  proof  fuflScient  from  experience,  that  the 
eanfe  which  produces  that  difference,  is  a  moft  real  and  moft 
efficacious  otie*     Let  us  therefore  now  proceed, 

IV.  To  the  inferences  from,  and  ufes  of  this  doftrine; 
Tvhich  are,  that  we  be  thankful  for  fo  great  a  blefling,  and 
careful  to  improve  by  it. 

i«  That  we  be  thankful.  Indeed  the  natural  powers  which 
we  have,  are  all  of  them  the  gracious  gifts  of  a  good  God. 
But  whex^  thefe  were  fo  weakened  and  perverted,  as  they  are 
hy  the  ta!&^o{  jidam  and  our  own  tranfgreffiops,  then  to  pro- 
vide for  fu^ying  their  defcfts  and  reftrfying  their  diforders, 
by  daily  offers  of  fuch  light  and  ftrength  as  we  daily  want, 
inftead  of  leavin^g  us  to  ourfelves,  as  we  deferved,  this  is  more 
abundant  grao^;  and  makes  our  fituation,  in  fome  refpe&s, 
better  than  that  from  whence  our  firft  parents  fell.  Con- 
fdoii£Bef»  of  great  Hrength  is  very  apt  to  lead  all  p^ffons,  as 
probably  it  led  them,  into  unforefeen  dangers;  which  the 
more  we  defpife,  the  more  eafily  thpy  overcome  us^  At  leaft, 
it  fddom  fails  to  give  us  an  efteem  of,  and  confidence  in  our- 
felves, very  unfmtable  to  the  condition  of  a  creature.  Even 
in  our  preient  ftate,  we  are  ftrangely  inclined  to  think  too 
highly  of  our  good  qualities  ;  and  to  forget,  that  whatever 
w*  have,  we  have  received  t.  How  much  more  then  fhould 
we  do  it,  if  our  native  poverty  were  not  fo  evident  in  itfelf, 
and  fo  clearly  taught  in  God's  word  ? 

Bttt  further  :  the  dodrine  of  grace  is  as  powerful  a  guard 
againft  defparr  as  againft  pride.  Had  our  natural  abilities 
been  much  greater  than  they  are,  and  fully  fuf&cient  to  refill 
every  ordinary  temptation,  yet,  had  thefe  been  our  whole 
ground  of  hope,  when  any  trial  of  uncommon  difficulty  be- 
idl  as,  diey  could  not  have  increafed  in  proportion  fo  it,  but 

A  a  a  maft 
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piufthave  funk  under  it.  Whereas  no^  we  are  fare,  that 
as  our  dagger  is,  fo  {ball  our  ftrength  be :  that  God  i^Jaithr 
ftdy  who  uiiU  nf^t  fmff^^  "-^  to  ie  $emp$ed  a^ove  what  we  are 
able  f  but  willy  with  the  ter^ptatiqn^  make  a  way  to  ejcape  *. 
Moft  gladly  therefore^  with  St.  Fatd^  may  wq  glory  in  onr 
infirmitiejit  iince  his  grace  is  Juficient  for  usy  and  iiis ^rength 
is  made  perfcB  in  our  wtahicjs  \  :  aijd  moll  cheerfully  may 
.we  fet  ourfelyes  to  work  out  our  own  Jalvation,  Jince  it  is  be 
that  works  in  «j,  both  to  v; ill  and  to  doy  of  his  gdod  flcafureX* 
Let  us  often  coniider  then^  wl^at  thankfulnefs  it  deferves,  that 
Qod*s  Holy  Spirit  is  thus  adtiye  for  opr  benefit ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  let  us  always  remembcf  by  whom  this  blqifing  is 
procured  for  us  :  /  will  pray  the  Father^  qnd  be  Jkalf  give 
you  another  Cornforier^  The  intcrcefGon  of  pur  YA^Sodi  Lord, 
founded  pn  his  facrifice  pf  hirafelf  to  divine  jufticc  in  our 
ilsad,  this  is  the  channel  through  which  grace  is  4erivcd 
from  jtlie  Foun^^n  of  all  Good  \  and  a  lively  faith  in  him  is 
the  only  way  of  opening  pur  hearty  to  fepeive  ^he  falutarj 
il reams  of  it.  But  then^  ^foith  without  works  is  deadj^  we* 
muft  be  lure  carefully  ^o  inaproye  Xhis  invaluable  gift.  It 
was  an  ancient  and  ufeful  prpcept  of  philofophy,  that  men 
ihould  learn  to  reveV^incc  themfelyps  and  their  own  con- 
fciences.  If  this  were  npt  fufiicicnt  to  keep  wrong  iuclina^ 
tions  in  awe,  it  was  farther  dire^ed,  t^at  they  ihould  ima- 
gine they  were  afting  in  the  prefence  of  fome  vencraWe  per- 
ibn,  whom  they  wpu|d  be  afliamcd  tq  have  fee  their  wicked^ 
nefs  and  their  folly.  Such  as  Jiad  p9rfeaei:  notions  of  things, 
went  yet  further  ^  and  taught  men,  that  \n  all  whicl\  they 
thought  and  did,  they  \ycre  under  the  eye  of  an  infinitely  juft 
and  holy  Being,  the  Maker,  Lord,  jind  Judge  of  all.  It  maj 
feem  that  this  confideration  is  the  very  weighticft  that  poffi- 
bly  can  be  :  and  yet  it  will  ftrike  us  with  an  additional  awe, 
if  we  reflefl:  moreover,  that  jn  copimitping  fin,  we  aft  npt  on- 
ly againlt  his  known  will,  before  his  face,  but  ag^nll  his 
counfe}  and  command  at  that  yery  time  given  us  :  that  he  is 
not  only  a  witnefs  of  the  good  thoughts  and  fuggeflipns  that 
we  rejeft,  but  himfelf  the  author  of  them :  that  when  our 

hearts  tell  us  we  are  doing  ill,  it  -is  not  their  voice  merely, 

....  .....,..',  *  but 
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hat  tbat  of  the  AJmightj  fpeaking  to  us  inwardlj^  that  wc 
dxiregaid.  Seldom  do  we  fail  in  any  great  iiiftance  of  our 
dntjy  bat  fomethiog  within  at  the  inftant  reproaches  us  with 
doing  wrong.  Were  this  nothing  hut  our  own  judgment,  we 
JhouU  be  hi'ghlj  hlameahle  for  contradi&ing  it.  But  what 
caaviOion  muft  we  fee],  when  we  know  it  is  indeed  the  Spi- 
lit  of  God;  and  refleA  how  often,  how  wilfullj,  how  con« 
tefbptnouflj,  we  have  difobeyed  fuch  a  monitor  !  The  epifile 
to  Ae  Hebrews  exhorts  them  :  £e  not  forgetful  to  entertain 
strangers;  for  thereby  fome  have  entertained  angels  unawares*^ 
yiwh  ftronger  is  the  argument,  why  ve  ihould  admit  and 
embrace  every  piotis  and  virtuous  impulfe  and  fuggeflion ; 
for  this  is  receiving  into  pur  foiils  a  greater  than  angels,  the  < 
Holy  Grhoft  himfelf,  Let  U3  therefore  humbly  invite  this  di*. 
vine  gueft  to  dweO  with  us,  and  ^er  open  our  hearts  to  his 
beavenlj  infpirations  ;  which,  99  thej  will  never  prompt  us 
to  any  thing  but  what  reafon  or  fcripture  plainly  didates, 
tody  by  that  one  mark,  ano  eafily  ^iftinguiihed  from  every 
Uk  pretence  to  the  Spirit ;  So  they  will  eSeftually  enable  us, 
and  they  alone  can,  to  perfevere  in  our  duty  againlt  all  temp, 
tations ;  they  will  fill  us  with  eomfort  under  all  afflifiions ; 
dstly  improve  vl^  in  ail  virtue  and  godhnefs  of  living;  and 
make  us  at  length  completely  mtet  for  the  blelTed  inheritattc§ 
^thefauKts  in  tight  f. 

♦  Hcb.  ziii.  »,  -f  Col,  UX24 
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our  prefent  fallen  (hite  in  tbis  mortal  body  ;  ^,  on  tlie  oon- 
trarjy  our  difpolitions  to  good  are  diftinguifhed  bj  the  name 
Spirit^  becattfe  thej  proceed  from  tlie  Spirit  of  God ;-  and 
perhaps  in  part  alfo,  becaufe  thej  are  approved  bj  the  fpirit 
or  reafon  of  our  own  minds.  Thus  he  oppofes  them  in  two 
verfes  after  :  Walk  in  tbe  Spirit,  and  jt  JboU  not  fn^tU 
Jujls  oftheflijb. 

But  fuck  general  terms,  though  verj  ufefiil  on  account  of 
their  comprehenfivenefs,  are  liable  to  be  mifapplied,  or  pafled 
over  with  too'  little  attention.  And  therefore,  that  no  one 
might  be  ignorant  of  his  own  flate,  fince  every  thing  is  beft 
known  by  what  it  doth  and  produces,  he  layd  before  them  a 
catalogue,  firfl,  of  works  of  the  jlejh  i  then,  in  the  text,  of 
fruits  oftht  Spirit :  for  he  will  not  honour  with  the  latter 
name  the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs*»  The  former,  he 
iaith,  are  manifefl ;  it  being  eafy  for  perfons  then^felves,  and 
all  about  them,  to  fee  if  they  are  grofsly  wicked.  But  whe- 
ther indeed  we  are  truly  good,  is  a  matter  much  lefs  obvious; 
but  of  too  great  confequence,  both  to  our  direddon  and  onr 
comfort,  not  to  be  es^amined  with  the  moft  accurate  care. 

For  this  purpofe  then' I  (hall  at  prefent  endeavour, 

I.  To  explain,  as  far  as  is  necefiary,  the  nature  of  the  feve- 
ral  virtues  mentioned  in  the  text : 

II.  To  (hew  in  what  fenfe,  and  how  far  they  are  xla^frmts 
of  the  Spirit: 

III.  To  lay  before  you  the  meaning  and  importance  of  that  • 
exprel&on,  that  agamfifuch  there  is  no  law. 

I.  To  explain  ^he  nature  of  the  feveral  virtues  mentioned 
in  the  text :  where  probably  the  apoAle  did  not  intend  to 
make  out  a  complete  lift  of  Chriftian  graces,  but  to  fpecify 
thofe  only,  on  which  it  was  moft  necefiary  to  fix  the  minds  of 
the  perfons  to  whom  he  wrote.  The  reft  would  be  under- 
ftood  by  parity  of  reafon,  or  further  inftruftion,  if  they  were 
not  already;  and  had  they  been  all  crowded  together,  the 
multiplicity  would  have  diftrafted  their  thoughts  too  mudi. 

Now,  tht  duties  of  which  nuinkind  in  general  want  to  be 
reminded  the  ofteneft,  and  of  which  the  Gdlatians  particular- 
ly wanted  to  be  reminded  then,  wore  thof4  of  kind  and  cha- 
ritable 
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ritable£fpofitions  and  behaviour  one  towards  another.  Tbej 
were  engaged  in  a  warm  difpute  upoti  the  queftion,  which  I 
began  with  mentioning.  Each  fide  would  be  in  danger^  as  is 
-alwajs  the  cafe,  of  ufing  the  oppofite  ill :  the  judaifing,  which 
WIS  the  major  part,  of  treatinff^the  advocates  for  liberty,  as 
profane  enemies  to  the  law  of  Mofes  ;  thefe,  of  treating  tliem 
•in  retam,  as  tyrants,  and  impofers  of  a  yoke  unneceilary  and 
kurtful.  But  Chriftianity  requires  meeknefs  towards  all  men, 
efpecially  to  fuch  as  do  wrong  through  error  of  judgment,  be 
it  ever  fo  greatly.  And  therefore  St.  Paul,  after  charging  as 
Aaoy  as  were  perfuaded  of  their  liberty,  fo  to  {land  fad  in  it, 
as  not  to  abufe  it,  points  out,  in  the  very  next  v.ords,/  that 
abufe  againft  which  it  was  moft  needful  to  guard :  But  by 
hveferve  one  another • 

Suitably  to  this,  the  fame  'Virtue  ftands  firft  in  the  cata^ 
fogue,  with  which  the  text  prefents  us  ;  where  it  might  in- 
deed comprehend  love  to  God,  the  firji  and  great  command- 
ment  * ;  but,  by  what  precedes  and  follows,  appears  rather  to 
fignifylove  to  our  fellow-creatures.  Now  this  duty  needs 
but  little  cx|danation.  We  all  know  it  '^onfifts  in  good  will 
to  every  one,  to  beUicwn,  fo  far  as  we  have  opportunity,  by 
every  method  which  is  confiftent  with  other  obligatiDns  ;  and 
in  good  opinion  and  efteem  of  every,  one,  fo  far  as  they  give 
us  a  juft  ground  for  it :  which  virtues  would  fo  effeftually 
dired  us  right  in  the  whole  of  *our  mutual  behaviour,  that 
the  apoilk  hath,  with  very  good  rcafon,  affured  us,  but  a  few 
vcrfes  before,  that  ail  the  /ait,  meaning  all  which  relates  to 
focial  conduft,  is  fulfiUad.  in  one  word,  ^Tbou  Jbalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyjelf\. 

However,  placing  the  fame  objeft  in  various  lights,  gives  a 
fuller  view  of  each  part  of  it :  This  therefore  he  proceeds  to 
do.  And  the  firft  view,  in  which  he  reprefents  Iovq^  is  ex- 
frcfledby  the  viordjoy.  Now,  if  the  former  be  underftood 
to  comprehend  love  to  God,  the  latter  will  very  naturally 
fignify  (as  it  elfewhcre  doth),  taking  pleafure  in  the  perfua- 
iion  of  his  prefent  arid  future  favour.  But  if  the  one  be  coii- 
imed  to  our  fellow-creatures,  the  other  muft  alfo  ^  and  then 
•it  will  mean,  delighting  in  their  good,  fpiritual  and  temporal. 

Vol.  III.  B  b  '  fuitably 
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fuitablj  to  fhe  chara&er  given  in  another  epiftle  of  charity^ 
the  fame  word  with  love  iu  the  original,  that  it  rejoiceth  sq^ 
in  iniquity^  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth  * »  an4  to  that  defcription 
of  the  kingdom  of  God,  as  ruling  in  the  heart,  which  a  third 
epiftle  exhibits  tons,  that  ithgonfifts  inrigbteoufnefs and feace, 
and  Joy  in  the  Holy  Ghofi  f ;  that  is,  in  the  commmucatiaQs 
which  he  hath  made  of  his  gifts  and  graces,  to  others  as  well 
as  to  ourfelves  ;  the  very  oppofite  temper  to  thofe  emiyings^ 
that  are  enumerated,  juft  before  the  text,  amongft  the  worh 
oftbeJUJk. 

The  word  peace  alfo^  which  follows  next,  may  fignif  j*  peace 
with  God,  and  confequeatly  within  our  own  breafis  ;  but  h 
determined  hj  the  others  on  each  fide,  rather  to  fignif j,  prin- 
cipallj  if  not  folelj,  a  peaceable  temper  and  conduft  towards 
all  around  us.  Long-fuffering  too,  fometimes  means  patience 
.under  afflidions  ;  but  here,  more  efpeciallj,  under  provoca- 
tions and  injuries.  Gentlenefs^  goodnefs,  and  meeknefs,  are 
virtues,  which  men,  how  little  foever  they  pradife  tbem,  un«. 
derftand  very  well,  and  therefore  need  not  have  explained  to 
them. 

Faithf  indeed,  is  a  more  ambtgudus  term*  Moft  common- 
Ij  it  denotes  a  perfuafion,  fpeculative  or  pradical,  of  divine 
truths ;  the  latter  of  which  is  the  foundation,  both  of  our 
obedience  to  God,  and  pf  our  acceptance  with  him.  But 
fometimes  it  relates  to  what  pailes  amongft  men  in  focietj ; 
and  thus  it  fignifies  faithfulnefs,  or  fuch  a  principle  as  we 
may  fecurely  have  faith  in,  and  dependence  upon  ;  whidi  it 
may  very  well  fignify  here,  for  nothing  is  of  greater  import- 
ance in  human  affairs,  ^d  yet,  as  the  apoftle  feems  intent 
on  recounting  the  good-natured,  rather  than  the  merely  nfe- 
fiil  virtues,  faith,  or  belief,  may  mean  in  th^  text,  if  ever  it 
doth  any  where  elfe,  due  readinefs  to  be  perfuaded  of  what 
makes  in  favour  of  perfons ;  as  we  are  told  of  charity,  in 
that  defcription  of  it  which  I  juft  now  mentioned,  that  it  bt^ 
lievetb  all  thing^^  hopeth  all  thingu 

The  o^y  remaining  virtue  is  temperance,  or  fel£-command. 
For  the  original  word  is  by  no  mesms  fo  confined,  as  that  by 
which  we  tranflate  it,  is  is\  common  ufe  ;  but  extends  to  tbc 
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gpjretimg,  and  preiferving  within  its  proper  l»ouiids,  everjr 
movement  of  our  hearts,   not  onlj  towards  pleafure,  but 
wealth,  honours,  refentment ;  any  thing,  indeed,  which  can 
citber  entice  or  provoke  us  to  aft  injurioufly*     Now,  in  this 
{eneral  fenfe,  it  mod  fitlj  concludes  and  completes  the  lift. 
For,  whatever  good  inclinations  we  maj  have,  we  fliall  fait 
greatlj  of  being  fuch  as  we  ought  in  the  comnxunity  of  man- 
kind, if  we  indulge 'any  mifchieVous  ones  along  with  them. 
And  thofe  which  are  called  the  gay  vices,  ptoduce  as  great^ 
perhaps  greater  and  acuter  mifery  in  the  world,  than  down- 
right midice  ;  nay,  the  irregularities  by  Which  men  are  faid 
to  hurt  no  one  but  themfelves,  always  hurt  many  beiides* 
Or  could  thefe  thbgs  be  otherwife,  which  they  cannot,  the 
defign  of  religion  is- to  prevent  all  hurt  to  ourfelves,  as  well 
as  others  ;  to  make  us  happy,  as  well  as  hamilefs  ;  happy  in 
die  next  life,  as  well  as  the  prefent^    And  we  fhaD  never  be 
either,  but  by  the  pradice  of  thofe  virtues,  which,  the  apoftle 
here  tells  us,  are  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.   I  (hall  now  proceed^ 
n.  To  £hew  you  in  what  fenfe,  and  how  fieur  they  are  fuch* 
As,  in  feveral  places  of  the  New  Teftament,  the  woxAfleJh 
denotes  the  law  of  Mofes^  a  great  part  of  which  flood  only  in 
carnal  ordinances  * ;  fo  the  Spirit  likewife  often  denotes  the 
purer  and  fublimer  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  f ;  which  is  alfa 
faid,  more  than  once,  to  yieU  or  bring  forth  fruit  t ;  and  un- 
doubtedly the  fame  fruit  with  that  in  the  text.    ^But,  in  this 
chapter,  the  word  fefif  hath  plainly,  as  I  have  obferved  to 
you,  a  very  bad  fenfe  ;  and  .cannot  pofEbly  fignify  the  law  | 
nor  the  works  of  the  JUJh,  the  works  of  the  law ;  nor  confi- 
quendy  can  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  oppofite  term,  fignify 
here  the  dodrines  or  precepts  of  Chriftianity.     Some  there- 
fore, underftanding  rightly  by  the  Jlejh  a  finful  difpofition^ 
have  onderftood  by  the  Spirit  merely  a  Chriftian  one ;  and 
by  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  the  effeds  of  that  difpofition.     But 
indeed  the  good  qualities  which  you  have  heard  explained^ 
are  the  feveral  parts,  not  the  effeds  of  a  Chriftian  temper : 
and  to  call  them  the  fruit  which  it  bears,  when  they  are  in- 
deed the  ingredients  of  which  it  is  compofed,  would  furely  be 
an  improper  manner  of  fpeaking.   Others  again,  by  the  Spirit 
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underftand  only  .the  rational  principle  within  us.  And  by 
that  natne,  indeed,,  the  fcripture  oftqn  calls  it.  But  then  the 
fcripture  never  afcribes  ChTiflian  virtues  and  graces  to  hu- 
man reafon  alone,  as  the  produftive  caufe  of  them.  So  that,, 
after  all,  the  common  interpretation  is  much  the  bed.  The 
Spirit  mei-nt  is  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  our  bad  qualities  are- from 
ouirfelves,  our  good  ones  from  above.  Our  Saviour  hath  toH 
iiSf  that  as  the  hiranch  cannot  hear  fruit  of  tifelf  except  it 
abide  in  the  vi/te  ;  no  more  can  we^ .  except  we  abide  in  him  *. 
And  as  our  union  to  him,,  and  entrance  into  the  kingdopi^  9/ 
God,  or  gofpel  ftate,  is  frrft  made  by  belrlg  born  ofwa/er  and 
of  the  Spirit  j-y  elfe  where  called  the  wajhing  of  regeneration^  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghofl  f  ;  fo  it  is^  through  the  fame  Spi-' 
rit  dwelling  in  us,  that  we  muft  ever  after  mortify  the  deeds 
of  the. body  §,  2Si^he  Jlrengthened  with  might  in  the  inner  man^^ 
Every  Chriftian  virtue  therefore  proceeds  from  the  feUom- 
Jhip  or  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghojl  ^ ;  the  communicatioa 
knd  partaking  of  his  influences.  For  if  any  man  have;  not  the 
Spirit  of  Chrifty  he  is.  none  of  his  **.  And  as  we  ought  to 
pray  for  ffo  Holy  Spirit-,  which  our  heavenly  Father  will  give 
to  them  that  ajk  him  ft »  we  muft  alfo  be  duly  thankful  for 
the  gift ;  and  afcribe  the  good  aftions  that  we  are  able  to  do^. 
not  to  ourfelvcs,  but  to  the  grace  of  God  which  is  with  i/jJJ. 
TFi?  are  not  fufficient .  to  think  any  tbiogy  as  of  ourf elves  ;  hut 
our  fufficiency  is  of  God  ^^,. 

•  We  have,  indeed,  originally  more  or  lefs  of  right  difpofi- 
tion,  either  remainining  in  us  notwithflanding  the  fall,  or  re- 
ftored  to  niankind  after-  it,  which  prompts  us  to  many  im- 
perfeft  inftances  of  right  behaviour ;  whence  the  apoftl**  fpeaki 
of  the  Gentiles,  as  doing  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the 
law  1|  II .  But  then  we  muft  remember,  firft,  that  this  and  aD 
our  powers  are  the  "gift  of  God  ;  and  fcpondly,  that,  the  beft 
of  our  natural  powers  do  not  enable  us  to  fulfill  duly  the  law 
of  Chrift, .  without  the  inward  motions  of  the  Holy  Spirit; 
as,  on  the  other  hand,  his  motions  may  prove  inefFeftual  too, 
if  we  rejlft  ^^  or  quench*'**  them  j  if  we  neglefl:  to  worh 
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wt  owr  own /ahatjon  with  tht  ftrength  which  he  gives*  us, 
Mead  of  being  encouraged  to  it,  as  we  certainlj  ought,  by 
bis  woriing  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  *. 

Our  owTi  endeavours  then  being  ftill  neceflar j ;  and,  if  ufed 
la  humble  dependence  on  God,  certain  of  fuccefs,  there  can  be 
Boobjedion  from  reafon  againil  this  doftrinc.  Nor  is  it  anj 
ital  one  from  experience,,  that  we  have  feidom,.  if  at  aU,  an 
immediate  and  dillind  perception  of  thefe  influences.  For 
cnr  fellow-creatures  influence  us  often  very  ftronglj,  with- 
out our  perceiving  it ;  much  more  then  may  the  Almighty. 
And  that  the  operations  of  his  power,  in  the  works  of  grace,, 
fiiould  be  fecret,  and  filent,  and  commonly  gradual,  is  by  no 
means  ^pFobable,  fince  they  are  fo  in  the  works  of  nature. 
This  gives  occaiion  in  each  for  the  though tlefs  to  forget  God.> 
but  for  the  coniiderate  to  admire  him  the  more ;  who,  by  a 
flow  and  imperceptible  progrefe,  for  the  moft  part,  brings  to 
pcrfeftion  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit ^  as  he  doth  thofe  of  the 
earth;  and  the  former,  if  due  cultivation  be  not. wanting.. 
with  infallible  fuccefs  ;  filling  the  heart  of  the  Ghriftian  al- 
ways, as  well  as  of  the  hufbandman  ufually,  with  food  and 
iladnefs  +.  How  very  great  caufe  for  gladnefs  a  fenfe  of  be- 
Mni  filled  with  thth  fruits  ^f  righteoufnefs  affords  men,  will 
appear  from  proceeding 

III.  To  lay  before  you  the  meaning  and  importance  of  that: 
expreflion  in  the  text,  that  againfl  fuch  there  is  no  law. 

Of  thefe  words  it  is  a  very  true  fenfe,  thar  the  praftifers 
of  the  gofpel  virtues  have,  generally  fpeaking,  nothing  to- 
fear  from  human  laws  ;  and  a  very  material  fenfe,  confidering. 
what  fcvere  puniftiment  are  frequently  incurred  by  the  con^ 
trary  vices  :  on  which  account  St.  Peter  juftly  afks,  TVho  /V. 
he  that  will  harm  you,  if  ye  be  folloiuers  of  that  which  is 
^ooi J?  But  this,  though  a  right  meaning  in  itfelf,  conies  far 
fliort  of  the  apoflle*s  meaning  ;  which  is,  that  whereas  tha 
Uw  of  nature,  requires  obedience,  without  giving  any  cer- 
tainty of  pardon  and  accefptance  on  whatever  terms,  after  dif^ 
ohcyitig  ;  and  the  law  of  Mofes  being  added,,  becaufe  oftravf 
JSriJJions  \  ;  that  is,  partly  to  convince  men  of  their  tranf- 
grefllons,  pardy  to  reftrain  them  from  tranfgrefiiiig,  increafed 
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both  the  number  of  duties  and  the  fear  of  puniihment,  bat ' 
afforded  onlj  obfcure  hopes^  either  of  afliftanee  or  forgive- 
nefs  :  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  was  revealed^  in  God's  due  time, 
to  relieve  mankind,  on  moil  equitable  conditions,  from  the 
rigour  of  the  other  two ;  fuppljing  the  promife  of  mercy  ' 
after  failures  *,  taking  off  the  heavy  joke  of  ritual  observances ; 
pro4ucing  in  men  the  good  difpofitions  required ;  and  ezpreis- 
Ij  afTuring  them,  that  a  perfed  obedience  would  not  be  ex^ 
pefted,  but  a  faithful  and  fincere  one  be  fufficient,  in  order  to 
obtain  eternal  happinefs.  Agait{ft  fuch  therefore,  as  thiis 
poffefs  and  exercife  the  feveral  Chriftian  graces,  there  if  no 
law.  For  them  there  is  a  law  to  dired  and  reward  them ; 
againft  them  there  is  none  to  fentence  and  puniih  them.  The 
ftriA  demand  of  the  covenant  of  works  is  relaxed  ;  the  bur- 
den of  the  Mofaic^  ordinances  is  removed  ;  and  the  law  of  At 
Spirit  of  life  in  Cbrifi  ^efus  hath  made  them  free  from  the  km 
of  fin  and  death  *.  .Still,  indeed,  thej  are  fubjeA  to  the  law, 
which  gave  them  this  freedom ;  thef  are  created  in  Cbrifi 
yefus  unto  good  works^  which  God  hath  before  ordained,  that 
theyjbould  walk  in  them  f.  But  this  the  apoftle  confiders  as 
a  privilege,  not  a  fervitude  ;  a  privilege,  however,  necefiarj 
to  be  ufed ;  and  therefore  he  expreffes  very  diftindly  the  na* 
ture  of  it.  Tthere  is  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in 
Cbrifi  yefusj  who  walk  not  after  the  jlejh^  hut  after  the  Sfu 
rit  t-  For  to  he  carnally  minded  f  J  death  ;  hut  to  he  Jptri" 
tually  minded  is  life  and  peace  J. 

'  Here  then  is  the  plain  trial  of  our  condition.  If  we  are 
deftitute  of  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  y  it  is  bad  :  if  we  find  them 
in  our  hearts  and  lives,  we  have  proof  enough  of  its  being 
good ;  and  need  never  difquiet  ourfelves  for  want  of  any 
other.  Being  able  to  tell  the  very  moment  when  we  became 
pious  and  virtuous,  is  not  material,  provided  we  are  fo  now: 
and^happieft  of  all  are  they,  who  remember  not  themfelres 
ever  to  have  beee  otherwife.  A  feeling  of  immediate  and 
fenfible  aflurances  of  God's  favour,  fb  impreffedupon  us,  that 
we  can  certainly  diftinguifh  it  to  be  of  divine  original,  from 
the  manner  in  which  it  affe&s  us,  may  be  often  voucbfafed, 
but  is  ao  where  in  fcripture  made  neceflary :  and  aU  feelings 
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lit  imaginary  and  deceitful,  unlefs  they  be  accompanied  with 
that  one,  which  the  apoftle  experienced  and  mentions  :  For 
iur  rejoicing  is  thisf  the  tejlimony  of  our  confcience,  that  in 
JtmfSdty^  and  godly  Jincerity^  we  have  had  our  converfation 
iM  the  world  *•  Our  Saviour's  rule,  of  knowing  every  tree  by 
its  fruit  \f  is  the  only  furc  way  to  judge  of  ourfelves,  as  well 
as  others.  And  though  perhaps  we  may  be  fometimes  at  a 
kfi  how  to  judge  5  or  inclined,  and  evfen  ftrongly,  to  fear  the 
worft ;  yet,  if  this  arife,  not  from  prefumptuous  fins,  or  ha- 
bitual negligence,  but  merely  from  ezceffiye  humility  or 
weakneis  of  fpirits,  a  modeft  diffidence  will  never  hinder  our 
futore  h^pinefs,  nor  will  a  bold  pofitiyenefs  ever  forward  it. 
<jood  men  may  be  call  down,  and  bad  men  elevated,  without 
any  reafon.  The  former  may  fee  much  in  themfelves  to  dif- 
like,  and  yet  God  may  fee  enough  of  what  he  approves,  to " 
accept  them :  they  may  experience  but  little  joy  in  fcrving 
him,  and.yet  wali  more  completely  worthy  of  the  Lord  unto 
ellfkq/ingtf  foi"  doing  it  without  the  encouragement  of  a 
prefent  reward.  TThe  latter,  on  the  other  hand,  may  build 
upon  groundlefs  fancies  of  their  own,  miftaking  them  for  di- 
viae  conmmnications  ;  may  be  abfolutely  confident,  wonder-r 
My  trsmfported,  yet  find  theipfelves  at  laft  fatally  deceived. 
It  is  not  therefore  by  th«r  fears,  or  their  hopes,  or  their  rap- 
tures, that  men  are  to  judge  of  their  fpiritual  condition. 
Hereby f  faith  St.  yohn,  we  do  ifiow  that  we  know  God,  \fwe 
keep  bis  commandments  $.  Little  children^  let  no  man  deceive 
yoa;  be  that  doth  righteoufne/s^  is  righteous :  he  that  commit'^ 
MbJSn  is  of  tie  devil  |]. 

But  then  we  ihall  miferably  cheat  ourfelves,  if  we  take 
that  for  righteoulhefs  which  is  not,  or  one  part  of  it  for  thei 
whole.  If  we  miftake  a  cQnftltutiousd,  or  perhaps  afieAed 
good-natere,  ihewn,  it  may  be,  to  extravagance  on  fome  oc^ 
cafions,  and  not  at  all  on  others,  for  Chriftian  love,  which 
comprehends  every  ^&  of  juftice  and  mercy  j  if,  with  ever  (o 
cxtenfive  a  benevolence  to  our  fellow-creatures,  we  &il  of 
governing  ourfelves  by  ^e  rules  of  fobriety,  temperance  an4 
(baftity,  or  thinking  of  ourfelves  with  due  lowlinefs  ofmind%^ 
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*if^  with  the  prafliice  of  all  thefe  duties,  we  omit  the  wi 
^f  God  our  Maker,  or  perform  it  without  inward  reverence 
and  afiedioD,  or  live  without  an  humble  fetofe  of  our  conlla&t 
dependence  upon  him ;  naj,  if  we  pay,  him  all  the  honoHf 
whidi  unaffifted  reafon  enjoins,  but  wilfully  rejeft,  or  con- 
4emptuoufly  flight,  the  doSrines  or  precepts  of  revelation,  or 
any  one  of  them ;  or  if,  profeiSng  to  receive  and  obfervc 
thein  all,  we  are  not  careful  to  improve  ourfelves  by  them 
into  a  Chriftian  frame  oif  mind,  with  refpeA  both  to  this 
world  and  the  next ;  or  if,  laftly,  witji  what  diligence  foever 
we  may  labour  in  every  good  work,  we  are  not  fenfible  that 
-we  can  neither  fucceed  without  the  aflTiAance  of  God's  Spirit, 
nor  be  accepted  but  for  the  merits  of  his  Son,  we  muft  not 
imagine,  that  he  who  hath  prefcribed  every  article  of  faith 
and  duty,  from  knowing  them  all  to  be  neceflary  in  our  cafe, 
wijl  permit  us  to  difregard  fuch  of  them  as  we  fliall  pleafc, 
without  pronouncing  us  unworthy  of  the  falvation  which  he 
hath  offered,  and  inflifting  on  us.  the  punifhments  which  he 
hath  threatened.  Let  every  one  therefore  think,  and  think 
moft  ferioufly,  whether  he  is  indeed  fuch  as  God  requires,  in 
•m  thefe  particulars  j  and  ftudy  to  amend,  not  to  flatter  him- 
felf. 

It  is  very  true,  the  fruits  of  tie  Spirit,  mentionedln  the  text, 
.Teem  to  be  wholly  moral  virtues,  and  almoft  wholly  thofe  of 
mutual  kindnefs  and  humanity.  Nor  will  any  rightnefs  of 
belief,  9r  fervency  of  devotion,  or  ftriftnefs  of  life  avail  us, 
if  ^ve  want  focial  goodnefs  and  beneficence.  But  fl:ill  thefe 
laft,  as  the  fcripture  mofl:  evidently  (hews,  are  not  tlie  only 
fruits  of  the  Spirit ;  and  therefore  we  muft  learn  to  praftife 
other  virtues  from  other  texts,  as  well  as  the  benevolent  vir- 
tues from  this.  It  is  indeed  faid,  that  againfl  the  obfervers 
of  thefe  there  is  no  law.  But  then  they  arc  fuppofed  to  ad 
<:onfiftently ;  to  observe  every  thing  clfe  at  the  fame  time, 
that  ftands  on  the  fame  foundation,  eMe  they  obferve  not  even 
thefe  from  the  right  principle  ;  nor  will  they  Ue  able  to  ol>- 
ferve  them  in  a  fufficient  degree.  Every  virtue  is  conncftcd 
with  every  other  ;  and  all  virtue  with  piety.  For  without 
the  love  of  God  to  excite  us,  and  tlie  fear  of  God  to  reflmin 
us,  and  the  word  of  God  to  direft  us,  and  the  grace  of  God 
,to  ftrengthen  us,  we  fliall  neither  bchsive  to  our  fellow-crca- 
4  turci, 
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tores,  nor  govern  ourfelves,  in  a  proper  manner.  JViat 
tbenfore  be  hatb  joined  together,  let  not  us  put  a/under  *  :  but 
giving  all  diligence^  add  to  our  faith  virtue,  or  manly,  boldnefs 
in  profeffing  It ;  and  to  virtue^  kn&wledge  of  whateveJir  maj 
adorn  and  defend  it ;  and  to  knowledge,  temperance  ;  and  to 
temperance,  patience  ;  and  to  patience,  godlinefs  ;  and  to  god-^ 
Knefsy  brotherly  kindnefs  towards  onr  fellow-Chriftians  *,  aiid 
to  brotherly  kindfiefsj  tbarity  towards  all  men  without  excep- 
tion f .  Forfo  an  entrance  Jball  be  adminijlered  unto  us  abun* 
iantly  into  the  everlajling  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  ChriJlX'.  to  which  may  God,  for  his  fake,  bring  us-all* 
Amen. 

*  Macth.  SIS.  6.  \  %  Pet.  u  f,  6,  7.  i  Ibid  iK 
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Rom.  viii.  id. 

Tif  Spirit  itfelf  beareth  witnefs  with  our  fpirit^  that  we  arc 
.  the  children  of  God. 

TTTrfDEVER  believes  religion  to  be  true,  and  thinks  with 
anj  ferioufnefs  concerning  it^  muft  needs-  be  eameftly 
d^firous  to  find  out,  whether  the  fiate  of  his  milidy  and  ^ 
courfe  of  his  life,,  be  fuch  as  God  expefts  and  will  reward^ 
or  forbids  and  will  punifh.  Now  ^s  depends  on  two  things; 
an  acquaintance  with  ourfelves,  and  with  the  dif{)ofition  of 
our  Maker*  Ttbefpirii  ofman^  which  is  in  him,  knoweth  tbe 
things  of  a  man  *  j  and  may  alfo  clearly  fee  ^  from  the  creatum 
of  the  world,  the  invifble  things  of  the  author  of  it,,  even  bis 
etertial  power  and  godhead  \  ;  thofe  attributes  of  his  nature^ 
by  which  his  proceedings  towards  his  creatures  will  be  di- 
re&ed.  But  ftill  the  holy  fcripture  teaches,/  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  likewife  bears  a  part,,  highly  necefiary,  in  the  great 
work  of  dlfcovering  what  title  we  have  to  the  mercy  and  h- 
vour  of  heaven.  It  will  therefore  be  requifite  to  oonfider  this 
important  fubjed,:  in  the  manner  which  St.  Paul  hath  point- 
ed out  to  us  in  the  text :  and^  for  this  end,  I  (hall  endeavour  . 
to  fliew  you,. 

V  What  is' implied  in  being  the  children  of  God, 
II.  How  far  our  own  Jpirit  is  capable  of  hearing  witnefs 
that  we  are  fuCh. 

Ill,  mati 
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Iff.  What  fidditional  v)itnifs  to  it  the  Divine  Spirit  majr 

I.  What  is  implied  in  being  the  children  of  Cod. 

AQ  beings,  endued  .with  moral  qualification^  and  the  abi- 
licj  of  looking  up  to  the  Fountain  of  Perfedion,  are,  in  a 
Iirgc  fenfe  of  the  word,  the  children  pf  him  who  is  the  Father 
cfSpiriis  \  being  tnade  in  his  image  f.  But  as  the  capacity 
jof  re(emhl]ng  him  is. the  very  foundation  of  their  guilt,  who, 
inftead  of  improving,  wear  out  .the  traces  of  this  divine  JBmi- 
litode  i  fo  thej  alone  are,  to  any  beneficial  purpofe,  the  ^hiU 
dren  af  their  Father  Jn  heaven  |,  who,  by  imitating  his  holi- 
nefs  and  goodnefs,  continue  objeds  of  his  paternal  affe&iou* 
For  that  all  pious  }ind  .virtuous  perfons  are  thus  .related  to 
him,  our  conunon  reafon  perceives  in  general ;  but  the  moi:e 
diftiaft  apptehenfion  of  the  nature,  and  duties,  and  benefits  of 
dus  relation,  we  owe  to  fcripture. 

There  we  learn,  that  God  created  man  a/ier  his  liienefs  {, 
not  only  in  reipeA  of  ri^teoufnefi  and  true  holinejs  ||,  but 
alfo  of  happinels  and  immortality  :  that  the  lamentable  tranf- 
jreflion  of  our  firft  parents  forfeited,  for  themfdves  and  ui^ 
die  privileges  which  depended  on  their  innocence  :  and  that 
being  all  become,  by  their  fault,  prone  to  fin,  we  become,  by 
oar  own,  more  or  lefs  adually  guilty  of  it :  that  the  bulk  of 
mankind,  forfaking  God  entirely,  made  themfelves  aliens  and 
firangers  ^  to  him,  and  children  of  that  wicked  one  **,  whofe 
fnggeftions  they  chofe  to  obey,  and  whofe  temper  to  copy. 
But  our  gracious  Maker,  pitying  even  thofe  who  were  ene- 
mes  to  him  and  their  own  fouls,  by  wicked  worts  Wy  and 
havmg  formed  from  the  beginning  a  fcheme  of  myfterious 
wilidom  fox  recovering  them  again  to  their  duty,  and  receive 
ing  them  back  into  his  family,  gave  them,  from  time  to  time, 
both  fuch  admonitions  and  fuch  promi&s,  for  that  intent,  as 
he  faw  their  condition  required,  and  the  ft|^  of  their  minds 
would  bear  ^  manifefting  to  them  various  degrees  and. pro- 
portions of  goodnefs  in  this  refped,  as  he  doth  in  all  others, 
"both  to  man,  and  the  reft  of  his  creatures^  for  unfearchable 
^leafbns. 

C  c  a  To 


*  Hcb.  xii.  9.        j  Gen.  i.  i6.        }  Matth.  ▼.  45.  S  Gen.  x.  a6, 

.J  Ej>h.  W.  »4.        5  Eph.  iu  j:^       ••  Matth,  xiii.  3.3.      tt  Col. >  %i. 
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To  thofe,  whom  ii^the  courfe  of  his  providence  he  left  t^ 
be  direfted  merely  by  the  light  of  their  own  confciences,  he 
certainly  did  no  injury.  For  as  many  as  in  any  part  of  their 
condud  followed  that^  and  did  by  nature  the  things  contained 
in  the  law  *,  were  fo  far  followers  of  God  as  dear  children^. 
And  fo  many  as,  having  departed  from  the  right  ^ay,  peni- 
tently rieturned  to  ity'had  always  fome  ground  to  hope  for 
pardon  from  our  merciful  Father,  who  %nowHb  whereof  va 
are  made  t*  But;  fhtj  who  preferved  but  the  fainteft  beam 
of  outward  revelation  alfo,  which  at  firft  was  univerfal,  to 
glide  their  fteps  and  brighten  the  profpeft  before  them,  had 
much  fiiller  proofs  of  his  parental  kindnefs.  And  the  Jews 
being  favoured  with  his  miraculous  proteftion,  and  a  written 
law  delivered  by  him,  and  prophetic  inftrudions  fuperadded, 
in  fome  meafure  for  the  benefit  of  the  Gentile  world,  as  weH 
^  thek  own,  he  faith  of  them,  in  terms  of  great  diflindion, 
Ifrae/is  my  fon^  even  myfirflJ)om\.  Yet  ftill,  as  that  na^ 
tion,  though  wife  and  good  in  comparifon  of  others  round 
them, -was  both  in  the  knowledge  and  prst&ice  of  religion 
very  imperfeft,  and  far  from  maturity,  God  thought  it  need- 
ful, while  he  treated  them  on  that  account  with  indulgence 
on  fome  points,  to  exercife  in  many  fo  ftri&  and  fevere  a  go* 
vemment  over  them,  that  he  rather  appeared  in  the  charac- 
ter qf  a  Mafter  than  a  Father,  trying  to  influence  them  more' 
by  the  terror  of  prefent  punifhment  than  the  hope  of  a  future 
inheritance.  And  therefore  St.  Paul  ezprefles  ttieir  cafe, 
with  much  accuracy,' thus  i  Now^  ^f^y^  ^*^'  ^*'  heir^fo  long 
as  be  is  a  chi'ldy  differ eth  nothing  from  ajhrvanty  though  he  be 
lord  of  all ;  but  is  under  tutors  and  governors^  until  the  time  ^ 
appointed  of  the  father »  Evenfowe^  when  we  were  children^ 
were  in  bondage  under  the  elements  of  the  world.  But  wben 
thefulncfs  of  time  was  come  ;  when  the  Jews  were  graduallj 
qualified  to  ha^^ii  more  maaly  and  rational  form  of  religion 
pro{)ofed  to  them,  with  more  ingenuous  motives  to  the  prac- 
tice of  it ;  when  the  Gentiles  alfo  had  received  fome  prepa- 
ratory cultivation,  in  their  underflandings  and  their  mahnerSi 
from  the  purer  parts  of  their  philofophyi  which  yet  had  fully 
fippeared  to  be  infufficient  for  the  reformation  of  mankind ; 

«  Rom.  a.  X4.        t  Ep^*-  ^  '•        t  ?^  «iii*  X4-         5  Biod.  if.  M- 
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lad  when  fo  free  a  communication  was  dpened  "between  dif- 
tant  parts  of  the  world,  that  the  truth  of  the  gofpel  might 
eafilj  be  examined,  and  its  dodrines  eafilj  fpread,  then  God 
fint  forth  his  Son^  to  redeem  them  who  were  under  the  law^ 
that  they  might  receive  the  adoption  offons  *  \  to  purchafe,  at 
the  price  of  his  blood,  their  delivctance  from  the  condenming 
fentence,  and  the  ritual  injundtions  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfation^ 
tbat  they  might  enjoy,  under:  the  Chriftian  covenant,  the 
ftiongeft  marks  of  Grod's  fatherly  regard ;  and  to  purchafe^ 
at  the  fame  time,  the  deliverance  of  the  Gentiles  from  an  in- 
finitely worfe  bondage^  that  of  corruption,  the  flavery  of  fin, 
and  the  dread  of  eternal  death,  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
children  of  God  j: 

Thus  then  did  all  mankind  regain  a  title  to  this  blefled 
dcDoaiination  ;  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  condefcending 
to  partake  of  our  nature,  that  we,  being  thus  become  his 
irethrent^  might  partake  of  the  divine  nature  $•  By  his  in-* 
carnation  and  death,  he  gave  to  them^  who  believed  on  his 
name^  to  ufe  St.  yohn*s  expref&on,  power^  or  right,  to  become 
the  fans  of  God  ||  :  by  inftrufting  us  in  out  duty,  he  hath 
fumifiied  us  with  the  ^utward  means  of  becoming  fuch  ;  by 
the  influence  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  thence  caHed  the  Spirit  of 
Adoption  ^,  he  enables  and  excites  us  inwardly  to  make  ef* 
feftual  ufe  of  thofe  means ;  and  comforts  us  with  a  joyful 
fenfe  of  having  done  it,  and  of  being  authorifed  to  claim  the 
rank  of  God's  children,  or,  in  St.  PauPs  language,  to  cry 
AUfa^  Father  ^ ;  a  phrafe,  in  which  the  Jewiih  bond-fervants 
might  not  prefume  to.addrefs  their  matters**.  The  fame 
happy  change  is  reprefented  fometimes  by  the  figure  of  a  new 
bixdi  or  creation  ;  the  difpofitions  and  privileges  acquired  in 
it  being  fuch,  as  may  well  denominate  us  new  creatures,  bora 
again  to  a  new  life. .  And  as  all  Chriftians  receive  from  God 
la  baptifm  whatever'  is  requifite  on  his  part  for  this  change^ 
and  profiefs  to  ad  fnitably  to  his  goodnefs,  they  are  fb  far 
jafily  laid  to  be  regenerated  and  begotten  of  him.  But  if 
afterwards  they  aft  otherwife,  in  this  are  manifefi  the  children 
af  Godf  and  the  children  of  tht  devil :  whofoever  doth  noi 

rigbteoufnefs^ 

*  GsL  IT.  4,  5.        f  Rom.  Tiii.  flX.        |  Heb.  u.  XI.        |  a  Pet.  i.  4. 
I  John  i.  xa.  f  Rom.  Tiii,  xj.       «*  Scld.  dt  Socc.  in  bona  Dcf .  c  4. 
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tighteoufnefs^  is  not  of  God  *•  None  but  religious  and  vir- 
taous  perfons  then  are  effefhiallj  begotten  again  to  an  inherit 
.tance  in  heaven  t :  and  of  thefe  only,  the  apoftle!s  .reafoning 
was  intended  to  holdf  If  children,  then  heirs  %•  For  as  bj 
'ceaiibg  to.be  like  God, in  purity  and  holinefs^  our  firft  parents 
mA  we  ceafed  to  be  like  him  in  bappinefs  and  iounortality,  fo 
by  returning  in  the  firft  of  thefe  refpeAs  to  his  image,  exhi- 
•bited  to  us  in  the  perfon  of  our  dear  Redeemer,  we  ihallbe 
;reftored  to  it  in  the  latter  alfo.;  and  as  we  have  tome  the 
iffMge  of  the  earthly  man^  we  JhaU  alfo  hear  the  image  of  tie 
heavenly  $•  It  is  indeed  appointed  unto  aU  men  once  to  die\\i 
•but  we  fluU  not  continue  under  this  fentence  of  the  Lord  over 
alljlefh  ^  ;  but,  riling  again  to  an  endlcfs  life,  become,  in  the 
completeft  fenfe,  as  out  Saviour  arguesf^  -the  children  of  God, 
ieing  the  children  of  the  refurreBion  **.  Behold  then,  what 
manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  iejlowed  upon  usj  thai  we 
Jhould  be  called  the  fons  of  Gdd.  Beloved  now  are  we  tht 
fons  of  God:  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  Jball  he^ 
4mt  we  knoWf  that  when  hejball  appear,  wejhatt  b^  lite^mii. 
We  do  not  indeed,  and  probably  cannot  conceive  diflindlj^ 
«he  nature  of  our  future  date  -,  .but  this  general  defcripdoo, 
4hat  we  fhall  be  Hie  him^  comprehends  every  thing  that  we 
^an  wiih.  And  be  we  ever  fo  ignorant  of  the  particulars  of 
^hat  we  fhall  enjoy,  it  is  bappinefs  ucEljpeakable  to  think  on- 
ly from  what  we  fhall  be  freed  ;  when  God^  as  he  hath  pro- 
mifed,  Jhall  wipe  away  aU  tears  from  our  eyes  ^j  and  there 
JhaU  be  no  more  death,  nor  forrow,  nor  crying,  neither Jball 
there  be  any  mort  paih  %%.  It  follows  in  the  fame  place  of 
.  Icripture  :  And  he,  that  fat  upon  the  throne,  f aid,  Tiheje  word^ 
^re  true  and  faithful,'  He  that  ovcrcometh,  JhaU  inherit  aU 
things  :  and  I  will  be  Ms  pod,  and  he  Jhall  be  myfon  §}. 

Since  therefore  fuch  great  privileges  are  implied  in  beiiif 
the  children  of  God,  let  us  now  inquire, 

II.  How  far  otfr  own  fpirit  is  capable  of  bearing  wUnefs 
that  we  .are  ixiiAi* 

The  prophet  indeed  hath  faid  very  truly,  T7>e  heart  is  de- 
ctitful  above  all  things,  and  defperately  wicked :  who  can  ifww 

it! 

*  T.John,  iij.  lo      f  I  Pet.  i.  3,  4.      \  Rom.  viii.  17.       $  x  Cor.  xr.  49* 
^  11  Hcb.  ix,  a;.  5  Ecclus.  xli.  3,  '^  Luk&zx  36.     +1  I  John  *"• '» '* 

%\  Rev.  xxi.  4.  J5  ^^'  ^'  7' 
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^*)  But  though  it  be  often  extremelj  difficult  to  find  ouc^ 
At  difpofitions  and  intentions  of  other  men,  when  thej  are 
bad  (becaafe  in  fuch  cafes  all  arts  of  copcealment  are  ufed^. 
and  we  dan  fometimes  coneeal  things^  very  ftrangelj  even 
from  ourfclvcs),  yet  with  a*  good  will  we  may  difcern  our-^ 
fclves  tolerably  well.  Of  otir  own  deliberate  a&ions  we  can- 
BOt  bat  be  confcious  at  the  time-:  our  intentions,  if  we  exa- 
nune  them,  will  be  no  impenetrable  feoret  to  us.  And  that 
mcertain  ftate  of  mind,!  in  which  we  have  either  no  formed 
iatention^^^  or  feveral-  not  very  x^onfiftent,.  each  of  us  may  dif- 
covcr  to  be  juft  what  it  is.  Then  for  our  paft  conduft ; 
though  many  particulars  may  have  been  forgotten  by  us, 
yet  its  general  tum^  and  complexion  we  can  certainly  recoi- 
led if  we  pleafe.  And  whoever  doth  but  take  fome  honeft. 
pains,  after  this,,  to  compare  what  he  hath  been  and  is,  with 
what  his  conicience  and  the  word  of  God  informed  him  he 
flxmld  be,  will  not  fail  of  being  competently  acquainted  with 
his  own  condition.  Indeed  no*  one  doubts  but  he  can  know 
kimielf  in  other  rei{>e£b  :  whether,  for  inflance,  he  honours 
his  parents,  and  loves  his  friends,,  and  defires  to  perform  his^ 
duty  towards  them ;  and  why  then  fhould  he  defpair  of  know- 
iQg  whether  he  honours  and  gloves  God,  and  ferves  him  with 
fioccrity  ?  ' 

But  many  have  no  mind  to  do  his  will,  and  yet  a  great 
miad  to  believe  themfelVes  in  his  fevour.  Now  undoubteidly 
fech  may  deceive  their  own  hearts  f,  efpeciaUy  at  times,  with 
much  eafe.  But  they- might  alfo,  if  they  were  inclined  to  it, 
vndeceive  them  again  very  foon,  by  putting  proper  queftions 
home  to  themfelves  ;  by  carrying  it  in  mind,  that  their  inte- 
x«ft  is  to  fearch  out  the  real  truth  :  and  by  endeavouring  to 
ooofider  their  own  cafe,  as  if  it  were  that  of  another,  for 
whom  they  had  no  partial  tendernefs'.  Some  again  are  at  a 
hb  concerning  their  fpiritual  flate,  becaufe  they  are  uncer- 
tain about  fuch  or  fuch  points  of  their  duty.  But  as  thefe 
will  not  often  be  many  or  important,  fo  if  they  were,  by 
making  proper  application,,  they  may  receive  fatisfa^tioo^. 
And  in  the  mean  time,,  without  knowing  which  opinion  is 
aght^  they  may  know  whether  perfonally  they  are  innocent 

or 
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or  ezGU&ble,  by  refle&ing,  whether  thej  have  taken  Tach 
care,  as  their  circumftances  permit,  to  inform  themfelves  isA 
judge  as  well  as  thej  could,  whether  they  violate  no  phin 
obligations  for  the  fake  of  doubtful  ones ;  and  whetlier^  in  ill 
masters  of  obfcuritjv  the j  keep  to  the  fafer  fide. 

There  is  yet  a  third  fort  of  people^  aud  much  to  be  pitied, 
who  labour,  with  the  utmofl  folicitude,  to  do  every  thing 
they  fliouldy  and  yet  enjoy  no  manner  of  comfort«  Some- 
times they  will  even  deny,  that  they  are  at  all  in  eameft 
ibout  religion  ;  though  their  concern,  at  imagining  they  are 
not,  is  a  full  proof  that  they  are.  And  this  arifes  generally 
from  a  dilorder  in  the  body,  affe&ing  the  mind ;  of  whicfa^ 
however,  it  is  exceedingly  hard  to  convince  them,  becanfe,  it 
may  be,  they  are  otherwife  tolerably  in  health.  But  if  hap- 
pily they  oan'be  brought,  though  againfi  their  own  perfna«> 
iion,  to  take  medicinal  advice,  the  relief  which  they  commoiK 
ly  find,  flicws,  by  experience,  where  the  defed  lay.  Some- 
times again  their  uneafinefs,  though  ill-grounded,  proceeds 
from  a  different  caufe.  They  read,  in  devotional  books,  con- 
feflions  of  fin,  acknowledging  fuch  heinous  degrees  of  guilt 
as  too  many  have  incurred,  but  they  have  not:  however, 
diey  repeat  the  whole  inconfideratdy,  though  much  of  it  was 
intended  only  for  others  ;  and  fo,  by  accufing  themfelves  of 
what  they  have  never  done,  come  to  fancy  themfelves  what 
they  never  were.  And  a  further  miftake,  too  frequent,  is, 
that  the  pious  authors  of  fuch  treatifes,  expreffing  for  the 
^moft  part  very  warmly,  in  the  prayers  compbfed  by  theoa, 
thofe  devout  affections,  of  v/hich  they  probaWy  felt  an  un- 
ufual  ihare,  perfons,  not  liable  by  nature  to  fuch  ftrox^g  emo* 
tions,  imagine  themfelves  totally  deftitute  of  real  piety.  Or 
if  they  were  formerly  fervent  in  facred  exercifes,  and  now, 
as  they  go  on  towards  the  decline  of  their  days,  are  lefc  fo, 
they  grow  fufpicious,  that  whatever  vigour  and  life  tjiere 
was  once  in  their  profeflion^  of  religion,  it  is  all  gone,  and 
tlieir  cafe  become  bad,  perhaps  dcfperate.  And  thus,. while 
the  general  fault  of  mankind  is  to  have  much  ground  for 
fear,  and  yet  no  fear  at  all,  thefe  poor  wretches,'  often  with 
no  ground  for  any,  have  nvore  than  they  are  able  to  fupport. 

Now,  where  this  proceeds,  in  any  confidcrable  meafurey 

from  conftitution,  th^^ir  own  thinking  and  reading  upon  tht 
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iflbjedwill  but  make  bad  worfe ;  and  others  arguvQg  with 
them  about  it,  though  ever  fo  rightly,  will  not  make  things 
much  better*     The  onlj  efieftilal  waj  therefore  is,  to  pre«. 
nS  on  them^  if  poiEble,  to  have  fome  little  regard  for  the 
judgment  of  ferious  and  prudent  friends^  though  in  oppofi^ 
turn  to  their  own,  till  thej  can  ufe  it  better  ^  and  fnffer  their 
thou^ts  to  be  turned  for  a  time,  whilit  other  means  are 
nfiag,  to  diings  of  (mailer  importance,  and  even  of  harmleiii 
amufement.     For  the  ftrong  exertion  either  of  a  mind  or  bo« 
dji  originallj  weak,  or  accidentally  over-drained,  will  onlj 
produce  a  (till  worfe  feeblenefs.     Moderate  relaxation  there^ 
fore  is,  in  thefe  circumflances,  a  real  dutj,  how  apt  foever 
die  parties  concerned  may.  be  to  look  on  it  as  a  fin ;  for 
which  reafon  it  ought  to  be  reconamended  with  great  pru-» 
dence  and  caution.     But  on  the  other  hand,  it  muft  not  be 
;     coQceived,  that  all  concern  of  men  about  their  fpiritual  ftate- 
proceeds  from  bodily  indifpofition  ;  for  this  would  be  a  fatal 
Biifbke.     There  may  be,  and  God  knows  frequently  is,  but 
too  much  foundation  for  fuch  concern  ^  and  then  the  fole 
I     cure  is  eameft  prayer  for  pardon  and  grace,  and  diligent  ftu- 
I     ij  of  better  obedience*     Or  if  there  be  no  jufl  foundation, 
\     the  appearance  of  the  contrary  may  flow  wholly  or  chiefly 
!     from  erroneous  notions,  which  can  only  be  overcome  by  fuit^ 
I     able  arguments.     And  thefe  errors  indeed  are  various  ;  but 
I     u  they  principally  relate  to  the  articles  of  repentance,  faith, 
I     tnd  love  to  Gk>d,  fo  the  following  confiderations  will  go  far 
I     towards  removing  them :  that  whatever  faults  people  heartily 
I     wifli,  trouk  a  fenfe  of  duty  to  their  Maker,  Redeemer  and 
Saadifier,  they  had  never  committed,  and  take  ^edual  care 
never  to  commit  again  defignedly,  they  have  as  truly  repent- 
ed of  them  as  poflible  ;  and  whether  their  fo^row  were  ever 
I     fo  cakn  or  ever  fo  paflionate,  makes  no  eflential  difference  : 
that  a  true  faith  in  Chrift  is  known  by  its  fruits  ;  and  if  it 
purifies  the  foul  and  life,  however  weak,  is  undoubtedly  ge* 
I     nuine :  that  love  to  God,  as  well  as  man,  confifts,  not  in  ex« 
>     tafies  and  tranfports,  of  which  bad  perfona  may  have  ftrange 
I     fits,  and  good  ones  little  or  nothing,  but  in  a  fteady  exercife 
'     of  real  regard  and  right  behaviour  to  the  obje£t  of  our  affec- 
I     tioo. 
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By  thefc  means  then  we  may  all  be  enabled  to  judge,  in  a 
coniiderable  meafure,  what  manner  of  men  we  have  been  and 
are  ;  for  this  depends  on  the  proper  ufe  of  our  faculties  con-* 
ceming  a  point  within  our  reach.  But  the  farther  queftion. 
How  God  will  deal  with  fuch,  is  one  of  a  quite  different  fort; 
to  which  reafon  unailliled  can  return  but  a  very  general  and 
indeterminate  anfwer.  Blameleis  creatures^  indeed,  are  fe- 
cure  of  their  Creator*s  kindnefs  ;  but  in  what  degree,  or  for 
what  duration,  even  they  of  themfelves  cannot  know.  Much 
lefs  then  may  finners,  as  we  are,  prefume  to  indulge  high 
hopes  of  our  own  forming,  when  we  h^ve  fo  much  caufe  for 
dread  and  fearful  expedation.  It  is  true,  repentance  and 
amendment,  if  they  proceed  from  right  principles,  do  renew 
in  tis  the  image  of  our  heavenly  Father,  fo  far  as  they  go  \ 
and  his  goodncfs  will  not  permit  us  to  defpair.of  his  return- 
ing children  being  received  by  him.  But  whether  our  re- 
turn, after  the  offences  that  we  have  committed,  be  fuch  as 
he  can  aceept ;  or  if  it  be,  what  corredion  he  may  firft  in- 
iiSk.  upon  us  in  a  life  to  come  ;  to  what  rank  in  his  family 
he  may  then  vouchfafe  to  re-admit  us  ;  or  how  long  or  how 
little  a  time  he  may  continue  to  us  the  being  which  we  have 
forfeited,  our  own  fpirit  can  never  teach  us  with  any  certain- 
ty. And  therefore  it  concerns  us,  beyond  expreflion,  to  in- 
quire, 

.    ill.  What  additional  witncfj  the  Divine  Spirit  bears  that 
we  are  the  children  of  God, 

Now,  having  originally  borne  witnefs  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
ner, to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  by  his  predidions  of  it  before 
it  appeared,  and  his  miraculous  operations  attending  the  deli- 
very of  it  to  the  world,  he  bears  irrefragable  witnefs  by  con- 
fequence  to  every  fucceeding  age,  that  all,  who  fincerely  be- 
lieve and  obey  it,  are,  notwithilanding  their  former  fins,  and 
prefent  imperf eel  ions,  wq/hed  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
and  he  that  Jitteth  on  the  throne  Jhall  dwell  among  them  * : 
they  fliall  be  led,  by  his  paternal  care,  in  fafety,  through  all 
the  temptations  and  difficulties  of  this  world,  and  inherit,  in 
the  world  to  come,  a  bleffed  immortality  in  their  Father's 
boufe.     Then,  befides  this  general  teftimony,  tlie  Holy  Spirit 

hath 
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hth  attefied  more  efpeclallj  a  truth  of  infinite  importance  to 
m,  snd  much  doubted  by  the  firft  Ghriftians  for  fome  jears, 
that  the  Gentile  world  hath  an  equal  right  to  God's  promifes 
witli  the  Jews  ;  of  which  it  was  an  early  and  full  proof,  that 
he  imparted  his  gifts  and  graces  to  both  equally,  putting  no 
dtference  between  tbem^»'  And  this,  in  all  likelihood,  is  what 
St.  Paul  more  peculiarly  defigned  to  affert  in  the  text.  But 
the  Spirit  not  only  gives  thefe  external  evidences  of  our  ac- 
ceptance, but  aiCfts  us  inwardly  to  know  our  true  ftate  to- 
wards God,  of  which  we  might  eUe  be  often  fatally  ignorant. 
And  for  this  reafon  David  prays  fo  earneftly,  7r^  me,  0  God^ 
md  feet  the  ground  of  my  heart ;  prove  me^  and  examine  my 
thtmgits*  Look  wellf  if  there  be  any  way  ofwickednefs  in  me; 
and  had  me  in  the  way  everlajling  f.  For  the  fame  Spirit, 
after  Ihewing  us  what  we  are,  enables  us,  by  his  iniluenoes, 
to  become  what  we  (hould  be.  For  we  are  not  fufficient  of 
owrjelves  even  to  think  any  thing  J  with  effeft  j  but  by  his 
co-operation  we  come  to  have  the  only  fure  argument,  that 
we  in  particular  are  the  children  of  God.  The  virtues  and 
graces  of  a  good  heart  and  life  are  that  diftinguifhing  mark 
of  true  ChriiUans,  on  account  of  which  they  are  faid  in  fcrip- 
ture  to  hefealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promife^  which  is  the 
eamejl  of  our  inheritance  ^»  For  as  our  happinefs  hereafter 
fliall  confift  in  the  fame  temper  in  which  our  duty  confifts  now, 
he  who  is  really,  though  imperfeftly,  poffeffed  of  that  tem- 
per, bath  already  received  the  fr/i  fruits  of  the  Spirit  || ;  and 
tafted,  in  fome  meafure,  of  what  he  fliall  enjoy  abundantly. 
Whoever  therefore  walks  not  after  thejiejb^  but  after  the  Spi- 
rit  ^,  having  his  converfation  fuch  as  becomes  the  gofpel  of 
Chrijl  ♦*,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrifi  Jefus  hath 
made  him  free  from  the  law  of  Jin  and  death  ft ;  and  of  this 
he  bath  the  witnefs  in  himfelfXXf  if  he  will  attend  to  it.  Elfe, 
indeed,  a  timorous  difpofition,  or  a  feeble  body  afFeAing  the 
mind,  may  difquiet  him :  but  ftill,  ever  fo  great  fears  will 
no  more  endanger  the  falvation  of  a  good  man,  than  ever  fo 
great  aflurance  will  preyent  the  punifhment  of  a  wicked  one- 
If  any  one  is  inclined  then  to  fufpicions  and  apprehenfions 
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concerning  hi^  tide  to  God's  favour,  \vithout  knowing  whj  \ 
or  can  charge  hinafelf  with  nothing,  when  he  fets  about  it, 
but  fuch  defeats  and  failures,  as  the  fcripture  ihews,  and  per- 
fons  of  known  pietj  and  difcretion  can  afiiire  him,  are  con- 
fident with  a  ftate  of  religion,  let  him  rejed:  fuch  imagina- 
tions entirely,  if  he  is  able.  If  he  is  not,  let  him  bear  them 
as  affli&ions,  but  never  yield  to  them  as  truths ;  or  fancj,  oa 
account  of  fuch  things,  that  his  condition  is  bad,  and  God 
hath  forfaken  him.  For  there  can  hardly  be  a  furer  proof 
to  the  contrary,  than  that  God  pireferves  his  confcience  ten- 
der, and  his  life  clear  of  wilful  fin. 

As  to  that  reviving  comfort  and  delightful  fatisfa&i<m, 
which  people  of  this  turn  complain  they  do  not  experience, 
and  are  apt  erroneoufly  to  confider  as  the  only  favourable 
witnefs  of  the  Spirit,  it  is  indeed  foi^etimes,  a  prefent  reward, 
.which  God  beftows  on  his  fervanis.  But  no  fafe  conclufioa 
can  be  drawn  from  the  moft  agreeable  of  thefe  perceptions, 
without  a  faithful  care  to  ferve  him ;  and  they,  who  go  on 
to  ferve  him  faithfully  without  any  of  them,  give  a  more  ac- 
ceptable demonftration  of  the  fincerity  of  their  zeal,  than  if 
they  enjoyed  them  all  the  while  in  the  higheft  degree*  For 
e^ual  obedience,  with  lefs  enc6uragement,  is  certainly  of  the 
moft  value.  When  therefore  he  who  beft  knows,  judges  it 
needful,  you  ihall  partake  of  thofe  religious  pleafures  that 
you  deiire.  But  in  the  mean  while  believe,  as  you  have 
caufe,  that  withholding  them  is  for  your  benefit ;  and  indeed 
be  afiured  of  this,  that  both  having  them,  and  being  deftitute 
of  them,  proceeds  very  much  from  natural  Conftitution,  or 
the  different  temperature  of  different  ages  of  life,  or  from 
ufing  or  not  ufing  particular  methods  of  devotion,  which  have 
fmall  connection  with  efiential  goodnefs.  Accordingly,  many 
a  one,  who  feldom  or  never  feels  much  of  any  confolations 
within,  that  warm  him  very  fenfibly,  and  move  his  paflions 
very  powerfully,  may  have,  notwithftanding,  on  moft  foli4 
grounds,  a  calm  and  compofed  fatisfadion  and  Joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghoji  *  J  which  Jbali  be  in  him^  to  ufe  our  Saviour's  words, 
a  well  of  watery  Springing  up  into  everlqfling  life  f ;  and  per- 
haps many  another,  who  hath  often  been  full  of  inexpreilible 
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txiofports,  will  find  himfelf  at  laft  fatally  deceived  bj  a  vaid 
confidence.  For  tTie  didates  of  a  heated  fancy,  be  they  ever 
fo  pofirive,  can  do  nothing  to  counterbalance  the  guilt  of  a 
finM  life ;  and  all  perfua£ons  to  the  contrary,  are  not  from 
the  Divine  Comforter,  but  our  own  bad  hearts,  of  the  wick- 
ed one.  For  the  Holy  Spirit  of  difcipline  will  remove  Jrotn 
tbougbts  that  are  without  underfianding  ;  and  will  not  ahide^ 
when  unrighteoufne/s  Cometh  in  *•  He  never  leads  us  to  any 
fentiment  or  a&ion  but  what  reafon  and  fcripture  warrant ; 
nor  can  any  aflurance  that  we  may  imagine  he  communicates 
Co  tts,  of  our  belonging  to  Cxod,  continue  well*foimded  one 
moment  longer  than  we  continue  keeping  God's  command- 
ments :  which  therefore  that  we  may  all  do  always,  he  of  bia 
i&finite  mercy  grant,  ^r. 

•  Wifd.  i.  5. 
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On  the  Proper  Observance  of  the  Sabbath,^ 


Gen.  iL  3. 

Jind  Cod  bleffhd  the  feventh  day^  and  JanBiJied  it ;  htcauji 
that  in  it  he  had  rejledfrom  all  his  worJky  which  God  create 
mi  and  made* 

THESE  words  contain  the  account  of  that  original  appro* 
priation  of  one  daj  in  feven  to  the  purpofes  of  religion, 
from  which  all  fubfequent  appointments  of  the  fame  natiifQ 
have  been  derived.  And  therefore  I  ihall  take  occalion  from 
them  to  {hew,  God  willing,  in  three  difcourfes, 

I.  On  what  authority  the  obfervation  of  a  weekly  day  of 
public  devotion  and  reft  is  founded. 

II.  In  what  manner  that  day  ought  to  be  fpent* 
I.  On  what  authority  it  is  founded. 

It  is  not  only  our  duty  to  addrefs  God  in  private  praycf> 
but  alfo  to  afiemble  ourfelves  together,  in  order  to  offer  up 
to  him  our  united  devotions.  As  we  are  by  nature  formed 
for  fociety,  we  ought  to  be  focial  in  religion  as  well  as  in 
other  inftances.  As  we  are  all  dependent  for  every  thing  we 
have  or  hope  for  on  the  fame  Almighty  Being,  the  Creator 
and  Governor  of  the  Univerfe,  we  ought  all  to  join  in  openlj 
acknowledging  that  dependence,  in  begging,  with  one  voice, 
the  fupply  of  our  common  wants,  the  forgivenefs  of  our  com- 
mon offences,  the  removal  of  our  common  calamities,  and  in 
returning  thanks  for  the  various  mercies  which  we  hare  in 
common  received  from  our  heavenly  benefador.  But  befides 
this,  public  worihip  is  of  all  other  things  the  beft  calculated 
both  to  cheriih  in  ourfelves,  an^  by  the  powerful  force  of 
fympathy  and  example,  to  excite  in  others  die  waitacft  fcnti- 
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ments  of  piety  and  Virtue.  Indeed  without  It  (as  V)di : 
fon  and  experience  prove)  mankind  would  gradually  lofe  all 
fenfe  of  religion*;  and  without  that,  the  lower  part  of  them 
woidd  quickly  iink  into  the  grofieft  depravity  of  xnindy  wbA 
profligacy  of  manners. 

Joining  in  family-devotions  might  indeed^  in  fome  degree, 
guard  againft  thefe  mifchiefs,  and  anfwer  the  other  good  ends 
above-mentioned :  and  large  families  may  be  confidered  al« 
moft  in  the  fame  light  with  fmall  parifhes.  But  fiamily-de- 
Totions  are  ihamefuUy  negle£ted  ;  and,  were  they  imiveifilly 
kept  up,  they  could  feldom  be  expe£ted  to  convey  fo  mudi 
knowledge,  and  would  fcarce  ever  produce  in  the  mindfo 
ftrong  a  feelings  that  whole  neighbourhoods  and  nations  aro 
aembers  of  one  body,  as  the  offices  performed  in  more  nu- 
aierous  ailemblies  do. 

Since  therefore,  on  thefe  accounts,  there  muft  be  pubHc 
worihip  and  inftrudion,  it  is  not  only  ufeful,  but  neceflary^ 
diat  there  ihould  be  alfo  fixed  times  appointed  for  it  by  fufi. 
ciedt  authority  :  for  were  it  left  at  large  to  be  performed  at 
any  time,  there  b  but  too  mueh  reafon  to  fear  that  it  would 
be  frequently  delayed  or  negteded,  and  at  laft  perhaps  whcdly 
dirown  afide.  But  how  much  and  what  time  Ihould  be  de- 
voted to  this  employment,  if  God  had  given  no  intimation  of 
bis  will,  every  focicty  mufthave  determined  for  themfdves ; 
and  in  all  likelihood  would  have  determined  very  differently. 
For  the  imagined  mjrfteries  and  excellencies  of  the  number 
feven,  would  probably  have  been  no  more  regarded  than  thofe 
of  other  numbers,  which  have  as  good  a  claim  ;  at  leaft  they 
would  never  have  influenced  even  the  fpeculative  part,  much 
kfs  die  bulk  of  mankind,  to  any  fuch  purpofe  as  this.  And 
even  fnppofing  they  could  have  known  farther  (which,  with- 
oot  revelation,  they  could  not),  that  God  had  ceafed  on  the 
feventh  day  from  his  work  of  creation,  that  alone  had  bee^ 
no  evidence,  that  man  ought  to  ceafe- every  feventh  day  from 
his  ordinary  labour,  and  fpend  it  in  religious  exercifes.  A 
divine  direfiion  therefore  muft  be  extremely  ferviceable,  both 
to  prevent  all  doubts  how  much  time  would  be  enough,  and 
to  fecare  a  general  agreemeqt  in  the  particular  time.  For  if 
fcveral  forts  of  perfons  obferved  perhaps  all  the  feveral  days 
of  the  week,  this  diverfity,  were  it  to  obtain  only  In  different 
X  natiousi 
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liadoiid»  would  be  inconvenient ;  but  in  tbe  fame,  would  ob. 
ftmd  bufinefs  to  a  degree  almoft  infupportable. 

Now,  fach  a  dire&ion  from  above  feems  to  have  beca 
iroucbfafed  in  the  very  beginning  of  the  world.  For  whes 
we  read  in  the  text,  and  the  verfe  preceding  it,  that  on  tit 
ffventi  day  Cod  ended  Us  ivori^  and  therefore  lleffid  tie  daj^ 
andfanSiJUd  it;  that  is,  ailigned  to  it  the  honourable  difiinc« 
lioa  of  preferring  the  memorj  of  his  having  created  all  thiugs, 
the  obvious  interpretation  is,  that  this  appointment  took 
place  from  the  time  that  the  reafon  for  it  took  {daoe,  from 
the  tune  at  which  it  is  introduced  in  the  iacred  hiftozj,  and 
not  from  that  of  the  Jewiih  deliverance  from  Egypt y  two 
tiioufand  five  hundred  years  after*  For  it  is  quite  improba^ 
Ue,  that  M<{fes  would  both  mention  the  inftitution  of  the 
bbbath  fo  very  long  before  he  needed,  and  mention  it  ia 
terms  that  naturally  imply  its  being  inftituted  at  the  crea« 
tion,  if  it  was  not.  Nor  is  the  contrary  opinion  of  fome  an- 
eient  faitlhers  of  any  weight  in  this  cafe,  and  much  leis  that 
of  modem  Rabbins.  For  neither  of  them  had  better  op^r** 
tunities  for  knowing  the  truth  than  we  have  now.  And 
both  of  them  had  prejudices  to  biafs  their  judgment.  The 
fermier,  in  difputing  againft  the  Jews  of  that  time,  were 
tempted  to  defend  their  own  pradice  of  pot  obferving  the 
Jewifli  fabbath,  by  alleging,  that  the  patriarchs  before  the 
law  did  not  obferve  it.  Yet  fome  of  them  appear  to  have 
been  of  a  different  opinion  *.  As  to  the  Rabbins,  (though 
Fhilo  the  Jew  f,  far  andenter  than  any  of  thenoi,  and  fome  of 
their  own  number :(,  thought  the  obfervance  of  the  fabbath 
as  old  as  the  world,  yet  in  general)  they  magnified  thenofdves 
in  after  .ages,  by  pretending  that  this  excellent  ordinance  was 
firft  eftablifhed  in  the  Hebrew  naticm.  And  it  is  very  true^ 
we  find  no  inftance  of  keeping  the  fabbath  before  the  days  of 
Mofes.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  we  find^not  even  the 
name  of  the  fabbath  for  almoft  five  hundred  years  after  Mofes, 
that  is,  till  David*s  reign,  and  then  only  once  ^,  and  but  once 
again  }{  for  above  one  hundred  years  mote.     Yet  no  one 

.  doubts 

*  NovatUn  de  Cibis  Judaiciti  c.  3.  faith,  Decern  fennones  illi  in  tabvlii  Dihtl 
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donbts  of  its  being  appointed,  and  in  the  main  obferved 
through  that  time  ;  and  therefore  whj  not  in  the  preceding 
tunes  alfo,  fince  there  is  the  fame  reafon  to  be  given  for  omit- 
tiag  the  mention  of  it  in  both  cafes,  that  the  hiftory  is  fhort, 
tad  comprehends  no  particulars  that  made  fpeaking  of  it  ne-» 
ceffaiy? 

Bnt  ftiU»  between  the  creation  and  Mofes^  we  find  not  onlj 
feven-fold  vengeance  threatened  in  the  cafe  of  Cain  *,  and 
Nwih  taking  feven  pairs  of  every  clean  beaft  into  the  arkf , 
taiJacfA  bowing  before  Efau  feven  times  t»  and  both  jears^ 
and  dajs  t|  counted  bj  fevens^  and  ft  verj  particular  notice 
taken  of  the  interval  of  feven  days  in  the  hiftory  of  the  de- 
luge f.  Nay,  we  find  the  very  name  of  weeks  ufed**; 
•ivhich  could  not  well  have  any  other  original,  than  from  the 
inftitation  of  keeping  the  feventh  day  holy.  For  there  is  no 
obvious  foundation  in  nature  for  dividing  time  into  weeks^ 
as  there  is  into  months  and  years^  from  the  courfe  of  the  fua 
and  moon ;  nor  any  manner  of  probability,  that  in  thofe  early 
ages  the  period  of  feven  days  was  introduced  frotn  regard  to 
the  feven  planets,  »  number  which  doth  not  appear  to  have 
been  known  then.  For  the  patriarch  yofepb  reckons  eleven 
principal  ftars  f f  \  and  feven  are  not  once  named  throughout 
the  Old  Teftament.  Indeed,  the  prophet  Amos^  in  our  tranf* 
laiion,  fpeaks  of  the  feven  ftars  XX  V  but  the  Hebrew  word 
exprefles  no  number,  and  certainly  doth  not  mean  the  planets ; 
and  what  it  doth  mean  is  doubtful ;  and  befides,  Amos  lived 
feven  hundred  years  after  Mofes.  Now,  fuppofing  the  ap- 
pointment of  obferving  this  day  to  be  made  at  the  creation, 
it  would  bind  all  men,  to  whofe  knowledge  it  came,  till  it 
was  either  in  form  repealed,  or  tacitly  fuperfeded,  by  fuihfti- 
tating  another  in  its  room.  Accordingly  we  find  Joh^  who 
is  plainly  not  repreftnted  as  a  Jew,  and  is  by  many  thought 
as  early  as  Mofis^  offering  facrifices  at  the  end  of  every  feven 
days  §  J.  And  perhaps  the  feven  th  was  that  d^y,  on  which 
tbe  fens  of  God  (who,  we  read,  fang  together  and  flioilted  for 
ioj  at  the  foundation  of  the  earth  ||||),  are  faid  in  his  hiftory 
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'  to  prefent  themfelves  befoire  the  Lord  *.  For  it  ieems  plain^ 
ly  to  have  been  a  ftated  daj^  and  we  know  of  no  other.  Far- 
ther flilly  we  find  Balaam  appointing  feven  altars  to  be  buih, 
and  offering  on  them  feven  bullocks  and  feven  rams  f ,  three 
times  over  ;  which  looks-  like  a  memorial  of  the  original  fe« 
venth  daj.  Very  probably,  indeed,  the  generality  of  man- 
kind, in  procefs  of  time,  iforgot  the  celebration  of  the  Sabbath, 
as  they  did  the  reft  of  their  duty ;  yet  not  fo  entirely^  but  that 
a  few  fcattered  and  obfcure  footfteps  of  this,,  as  well  as  other 
articles  of  the  primitive  religion,  remained  long  afterwards 
amongd  the  Heathen..  For  though  a  conilderable  part  of  the 
notice  which  they  took  of  the  feventh  day^  and  the  period  of 
feven  days,  might  proceed  from,  other  caufes,  one  cannot  fo 
well  think  the  whole  did,,  as  it  began  fo  early,,  and  extended 
£b  wide  J^ 

Poffibly  the  Jews  too  had,  in  a  great  meafure,  loft  the  re- 

'  membrance  of  the  inftitution,  during  thpir  bondage  m  Egypt 
at  leaft  ;  where  indeed  their  attempting  to  obferve  it,  by  not 
working  upon  it,  would  only  have  expofed  them  to^  a  larger 
Ihare  of  ill  treatment ;  on  which  account  Providence  might 
rather  permit  it  to  fall,,  for  a  time^  into  oblivion.  Yet  when 
God  is  faid,  in  Nehemiahf  to  have  made  known  to  them  bis 
holy  Sabbat b  by  the  band  of  Mofes  \y  this  doth  not,  according 
to  the  ufe  of  the  like  phrafes  elfcwhere,  proves  that  they 
wei:e  totally  ignorant  of  it  before,  much  lefs  that  their  fore- 
fathers were.  And  when  Mofes^  in  Exodus,  before  the  deh*- 
very  of  the  law,  tells  them,  "To-morrow  is  the  rcjl  oftbe  boh 
Sabbath  unto  the  Lord  ||,  it  appears  both  from  the  words 
themfelves,  and  the  time  of  fpeaking  them,  that  they  are  aa 
admonition  concerning  the  revival  of  aa  intermitted  obferv- 
ance,  not  an  inftitution  of  a  new  one^  For  why  fliould  i 
commandment  be  fir  ft  given  in  this  manner  feparately  then, 
which  was  in  a  month  after  to  be  promulgcd  with  fo  much 
greater  folemzUty  among  the  reft  of  the  ten^^  upon  Mount 

Sinai  i 
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%  Yet  the  feventh  day,  regarded  bjr  many  of  the  Heathen,  and  which  Phib 
mentions  as  being  fo  uniyerfally  regarded  by  them,  was  the  fcTenth  day  of  the 
month.  Vid.  Carpzovti  Philoniana.  The  cbkrvation  of  the  fcTenth  day  o£ 
the  week  perhaps  degenerated  into  this. 

$  N«h.  ix.  14.  I  Ezod.  xvi.  24, 
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Siaaif  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  from  the  beginning, 
it  might  be  very  proper  to  renniind  the  people  of  that,  before 
they  heard  it  joined  with  the  reft  by  the  mow-th  of  God  him- 
fclf.  And  indeed  the  other  nine  being  as  old  as  the  creation, 
and  obligatory  on  all  men,  it  feems  extremely  probable  from  , 
thence  alone,  mat  this,  the  fourth  in  number,  was  fo  too. 

However,  the  nature  of  the  appointment  is  more  explicitly 
fet  forth  in  Exodus  than  in  Genefis.  Not  only  fanyftification 
of  the  day  in  general,  but  reft  in*  particular  is  enjoined  ;  and 
the  injunAioh  is  extended  not  only  to  fervants,  but  the  very 
cattle.  Se^reral  reafons  for  it  are  alfo  there  «ffigned.  The 
firft  is  the  original  one,  becaufcGo^  rejled  on  the  feventh  day; 
thst  is,  he  ceaCed  from  his  work,  it  being  accc^npliftied.  Fof 
the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earthy  as  the  prophet  Ifaiah 
juftly  teaches,  fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary  *.  And  as  wor^ 
(hipping  no  -other  deity  than  the  Maker  of  all  Things,  was 
the  great  article  that  diftinguiftied  the  religion  of  the  Jews 
from  the  Pagan  ;  and  as  the  SaU^ath  was  a  principal  inftru- 
mcnt  of  preferving  and  exercifing  this  worfliip,  it  is  therefore 
faid  to  be  afgn  between  God  and  themy  throughout  their  gene** 
rations  f-  A  fecond  ufe  of  the  Sabbath  was,  to  be  a  memo- 
rial, in  future  times,  of  the  happy  exchange  which  they  had 
jnft  then  made,  of  a  ftate  of  fervit^de  and  labour  for  one  of 
liberty  and  eafe.  Remember  that  thou  v>afl  a  fervant  in  th^ 
land  ofEg^pty  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  thee  out 
thence,  through  a  mighty  handy  and  by  ajiretched  out  arm  >• 
therefore  he  commanded  thee  to  keep  the  Sabbath  day  J.  And 
it  hath  been  thought  by  fome  learned  men,  that  the  time  of 
loping  it  was  then  changed  in  fach  manner,  as  that  the  pii* 
initive  and  pajtriarchal  S&bbath  was  reftored,  when  afterwards 
that  day,  on  which  our  Lord  arofe  again,  was  appointed  to  be 
pbfcrved  J.     Bpt  without  examining  into  this,  I  proceed  to 
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5  WoUiui,  A<ft.  Er.  1 745.  P-  694.  thinkf,  that  the  fcvcmh  day  of  the  creation, 
bftog  the  firft  full  day  of  Adam's  life,  it  would  be  not  only  his  Sabbath,  but  the 
firft  of  bis  week  ;  and  that  being  afterwards  turned  ,to  the  worfhip  of  the  fun. 
Cod  gave  the  Jews  the  feventh  day  of  the  week  inftead  of  it,  but  that  Chrift 
n^'rcd  it.  But  Vignolts  faith  the  beginning  of  the  year  was  not  changed  at 
Ue  Exodus ^  and  (hat  the  day  of  it  was  Tburfday.    Others  think,  that  ^};e  Hxth 
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the  third  motive  alBgned  for  the  appointmeat  of  the  Ssd>batfaa 
which  was  mercj  and  hiimanity :  that  thine  ox  and  tbime  afs 
may  refi^  and  the  f on  of  thy  handmaid Jlr anger  mayie  refrej^ 
ed  ^,  And  becaufe  that  perverfe  nation  would  odSierwife  hav« 
been  likelj  both  to  explain  awi^y  general  rules  to  ahnoft  no^ 
thing,  and  indeed  to  flight  all  rules,  therefore  to  the  prohibi« 
tion  in  the  cqnunandnaent,  particular  ones  of  fuch  and  fadi 
work  Were  added,  in  other  parts  of  the  law  f ;  and  the  whok 
was  enforced  bj  the  penalty  of  deatK  :|: :  whereas,  people  of 
better  difpofition$  might  have  been  trufted  farther,  and  pu* 
niibed  lels  rigoroufly. 

On  this  footing  things  remained  till  Chriftianitj  appeared  $ 
which  being  in  itfelf  a  competent  inftitutipn  and  rule  of  hu^ 
man  duty,  no  precepts  given  to  mankind  before,  under  ]A 
perfed  difpenfations,  continue  any  farther  obligatory,  duu 
they  are  plainly  confirmed  by  it,  or  in  their  own  nature  mo» 
ral  and  unchangeable.  This  not  only  the  reafon  of  the  thing 
ihews,  but  St.  Paul  hath  fully  and  repeatedly  declared  it  \  \ 
and  efpecially  concerning  the  obfervation  of  the  Seventh  day 
of  the  week  (which  was  the  Jewifh  Sabbath)  by  name,  in  the 
fecond  chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Coloi&ans  ;  where  having 
firft  laid  it  down,  that  Chrifl  bad  blotted  out  the  iand-^vtriting 
of  the  former  ordinances,  he  infers :  Zet  no  man  tberefort 
Judge  you  in  meat  or  in  driniy  or  in  refpefl  o/afAloly  day,  w 
of  the  new  moan,  or  of  the  Sabbath  days  || ;  which  words  axe 
compreheniiye  enough  to  repeal  the  patriarchal  Sabbath  dij 
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day  of  the  patriarchal  forg^otten  week,  being  that  of  the  Jewifh  Ezodm,  was 
made  their  fevcnth  and  Sabbath ;  whence  the  paitriarchal  ievemh  would  be  their 
and  our^rft* 

*  Ezod.  uiii.  1%, 

•)•  Of  ploughing  and  harreft-work,  Ezod.  xxxiv.  ax.  of  kindling  fires,  Exo4. 
rxxv.  3.   Indee4  this  )a(l  feems  ahnod  in  effcd  prohibited  before  the  law,  Exod* 
xvi.  23-    Nor  nught  they  buy  or  fell,  Neh.  xiil.  x6. 
I  Sxod.  nxL  14. 

§  According  to  the  Cambridge  MS.  of  the  Gofpelt,  our  Saviour  hath  declar«d 
It  in  t)iis  point  before  him.  For  at  the  end  of  Luke  vi.  5.  it  hath  thefe  wordi» 
both  in  the  Greek  and  Latin.  **  The  fame  day,  feeing  a  certain  man  wofking 
on  the  Sabbath,  he  faid  to  him,  Man,  if  thou  knoweft  what  thou  doft,  thou  art 
blefied ;  but  if  thou  knoweft  not,  thou  art  curfed,  and  a  tranfgrcflbr  o(  ^ 
Jaw." 

H  Col.  ii.  14,  x6.    CoscernsDg  this  tcx^,  fee  Mcde.  Pifc.  is,  p.  57* 
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9S  wdl  9s  the  Jewilh  (which,  however,  was  doubtlei^  chiefly 
inteaded),  if  indeed  the  former  was  different  from  that  whicU 
Chriftians  now  ohferve*  Again,  the  fame  apoftle,  blaming 
the  Galatians  for  defiring  to  hefiiU  under  bondage  to  the  weai 
ml  poor  elements  of  the  ol4  difpenfation,  faith  :  Te  obfervt 
dafjf  and  months^  and  timesy  and  years  :  I  am  afraid  kfl  I 
km  befiowed  on  you  labour  in  vain  *•  This  paflage,  in  its 
fpU  htitade  (which  there  appears  no  neceiStj  of  reftraining  ) 
impliesi  that  all  preceding  appointments  of  this  kind  were^ 
voder  Chriftianitj,  null  and  void. 

Still,  we  read  in  the  hiilorj  of  our  Saviour's  fufferings, 
diet  the  women  which  had  followed  him,  returned  after  be^ 
Mding  bisfepulchre^  and  rejled  the  Sabbath  day ,-  that  is,  the 
imndi  day  of  the  week,  according  to  the  commandment  \. 
But  this  by  no  means  proves,  that  refting  on  the  Saturday 
was  to  continue  as  much  a  duty  after  his  4^th  as  before*; 
tlioiigh  doubtlefs  it  was  a  duty  as  yet  with  refpeA  to  them, 
and  probably  the  reft  of  his  difciples  too,  becaufe  the  aboli^ 
(km  of  it  was  not  as  yet  made  known  to  them.  Nor  indeed 
would  it  have  been  allowable  for.them,  if  they  had^ known  it, 
to  offend  the  Jews,  at  fo  criticsil  a  time,  by  a  feeming  tranC- 
grei&an  in  fo  favourite  an  article*  It  muft  be  owned  alfo, 
that  our  blefled  Redeemer  dire&s.his  followers,  when  the  ap. 
proaching  troubles  of  ^udea  (hould  come  on,  to  pray  that  their 
JUght  from  them  might  not  be  in  the  winter ^  neither  on  the  Sabm 
bath  day  t*  But  he  did  not  mean,  that  it  woiild  be  unlawful 
to  fly  on  the  latter  more  than  in  the  former,  but  inconvenient 
o&lj,  which  it  certainly  would ;  becaufe  the  Jews,  who  had 
fought  to  kill  him  for  doing  miracles  on  that  day,  would  afi- 
faredly,  when  his  difciples  travelled  upon  it,  though  for  the 
prefervation  of  their  lives,  afford  them  no  acconrniodations, 
bat  impute,  and,  if  they  could,  puniih  it  as  a  crime.  It  muft 
be  owned,  laftly,  that  the  apoftles  frequented  the  fynagogues 
on  the  Sabbath,  that  is,  the  Saturday ;  but  only  with  a  view 
of  converting  the  Jews  to  Chriftianity,  not  at  all  of  conform-* 
ing  themfelves  to  Judaifm,  otherwife  than  by  way  of  prudent 
condefceniion.  From  the  fame  motive,  and  £rom  a  fpirit  of 
filmndant  piety,  no  fmall  part  of  the  primitive  Chriftians  alfo 
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continued  for  fome  ages  paying  honour  to  the  Jewiih  Sob. 
bath  ;  yet  declared  exprefsly  all  the  while,  that  they  looked 
on  the  obligation  of  it  as  totally  expired  with  the  reft  of  the 
law;  on  which  account,  though  they  held  religious  afTemblies 
on  that  day,  yet  they  worked  on  it  too. 

But  though  the  pofitive  and  ceremonial  part  of  the  Mofeic 
law  is  abolifhed,  yet  the  moral  and  natural  precepts  remain 
in  fiill  force.  And  the  ten  commandments  being  delivered  in 
a  manner  fo  peculiar  to  themfelves,  and  having  fuch  peculiar 
notice  taken  of  them  both  in  the  Old  Tcftament  and  the  New, 
have  been  always  deemed  in  the  chureh  of  Chrift  a  fummarj 
of  mo];al  duties.  Accordingly,  our  church  hath  placed  them 
as  iach,  both  in  the  catechifm  and  communion  fervice ;  the 
latter  of  which  direds  us,  after  the  recital  of  the  fourth,  as 
well  as  the  reft,  to  fay,  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us,  and  ineUm 
4ivr  hearts  to  keep  this  law»  But  fome  will  aik.  If  we  are 
bound  to  keep  it,  why  are  we  not  bound  to  keep  the  day  fp©- 
cified  in  it,  the  laft  of  t^e  week  ?  The  anfwer  is,  that  twe 
things  are  to  be  copiidered :  the  general  intention  of  the  com- 
mandment,, and  the  particular  means  by  which  it  appoinis 
that  intention  to  be  eze<iuted.  So  far  as  its  general  intention 
goes,  which  is  to  fet  apart  from  worldly  bufinefs  a  competent 
portion  of  time  for  religious  ufes,  it  was  ever  difcoverable  by 
reafon,  and  binding  to  all  men.  So  far  as  it  appoints  thi$ 
portion  to  be  one  day  in  feven,'  it  was  always  binding,  whcrt 
it  could  be  known  ;  and  direSs  only  to  what  the  Chriiijan 
church  had  conftantly  obferved,  and  prays  with  much  reafon 
to  obferve  it  rightly.  Now,  many  learned  men  have  con- 
ceived it  to  direft  nothing  farther ;  apprehending,  that  the 
obligation  whidi  the  Jews  were  under  to  keep  the  day  which 
•  they  do,  did  not  arife  from  the  words  of  the  fourth  com- 
mandment (for  that,  they  think,  would  be  equally  obeyed  by 
keeping  ftatedly  any  one  day  of  the  feven),  but  proceeded, 
from  God's  determination  made  in  the  wildemefs,  which  one 
day  theirs  fliould  be,  by  caufing  a  double  quantity  of  manna 
to  fall  on  the  preceding,  and  none  on  that.  If  this  be  fo,  we 
obferve  the  whole  of  the  commandment  as  literally  as  they. 
But  if  it  prefcribes,  not  only  fome,  one  day  in  each  week,  b»t 
particularly  the  laft  day,  then  the  prayer,  that  God  would 
incline  our  hearts  fo  keep  it^  muft  be  underftocd  with  this  li* 

anittuon^ 
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mitatioQy  fo  far  as  we  are  concerned  in  it ;  that  is,  fa  far  as 
it  relates  to  one  day  in  feven,  not  to  the  lafl  day  of  the  week;, 
which  limitation  the  compofers  of  the  prayer  mufl  certainly 
have  deiigaed  ;  for  it  is  notorious^  that  none  of  them  thought' 
Saturday  was  to  be  kept  holy.  And  indeed  the  ten  com-' 
mandments  have  other  things  in  them  peculiar  to  the  Jews 
as  well  as  this.  Such  is  the  defcription,  that  brought  the^ 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  ^  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage;  and 
the  promifcy  that  thy  days  may  he  long  in  the  landy  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee,^  Now  we  are  not  concerned  at  all 
in  the  peculiarities,  even  of  this  part  of  the  Mofaic  difpenfja- 
tion;  but  to  fpeak  in  the  words  of  one  of  our  homilies '% 
Whatever  is  found  in  the  fourth  commandment  ^  appertaining  to 
tie  law  of  nature y  ought  to  he  retained  of  Chrijiians,  Now, 
the  law  of  nature  enjoins  only  a  due  and  convenient  propor- 
tion of  time  to  be  kept  l^oly.  And  fuppoiing  that  proportion 
to  be  one  day  of  reft,  after  fix  of  labour,,  in  n^emory  of  the 
creation,  wc  comply  with  it  equally,  whether  we  pitch  on  the 
firft  or  the  laft  day  of  the  week  for  that  reft. 

But  there  is  one  great  advantage  in  chooling  the  former, 
on  which  the  Author  of  our  falvation  refted  from  the  labours 
of  his  (late  of  humiliation,  after  accomplifliiifg  the  great  work 
he  bad  undertaken  ;  that  thus  we  may  very  fitly  join  the 
thankful  memorial  of  the  new  creation,  (for  fo  is  our  redemp* 
tlon  called  in  fcripture  i),  with  that  of  the  old.  Nor  doth 
our  obfcrvation  of  the  day  ftand,  by  any  meaas^  on  this  pro- 
pritty  alone,  but  on  fuch  other  plain  and  ftrong  authorities, 
as  I  (hall  now  proceed  to  fet  before  you. 

Every  fingle  evangelift  begins  his  account  of  our  Saviourjs 
refurreftion,  with  obferving  that  it  was  on  the  firjl  day  of  the 
weei.  Now,  it  had  been  perfeftly  needlefs  for  any  one  of 
them  to  have  done  this,  and  very  unlikely  that  all  of  them 
(hoald,  had  the  day  been  intended  for  no  particular  ufe.  £ut 
evidently  it  was  j  and  for  what  ufe  appears  immediately. 
Tor  on  that  very  fame  day  we  find  the  apoftles  aflembled,  and 
Jefos  in  the  midft  of  them,  inftruding  them  A\'ith  his  own 
mouth  J.     The  firft  day  of  the  very  next  week  we  find  t|ieiu 

aftembled 
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ftfiembled  agsun,  and  our  Lord  with  them  ^.  Six  weeks  af- 
ter,  at  Pentecoil,  is  recorded  in  the  Ads,  a  third  inftance  of 
all  the  apoftles  at  leaft,  heing  with  one  accord^  on  that  dzj^ 
in  one  place ^  where  tbey  were  JUUd  with  the  Holy  Ghofii. 
Farther  yet,  the  fame  book  infonns  us,  that  o$t  the  Jirjl  day 
a/the  weeif  when  the  dipnpks  came  together  to  break  bread, 
to  receive  the  holy  facrament,  Paul  preached  to  them  %.  And 
that  great  apoftle  himfelf  direds  the  Corbthians,  that,  on  the 
Jirjl  day  of  the  week^  every  one  fliould  lay  by,  according  to 
his  ability,  fomething  for  the  poor  {•;  which  example  of  piety 
fucceeding  ages  imitated,  by  charitable  contributions  in  their 
weekly  aflemblies.  Now,  if  any  perfon  can  polEbly  imagme, 
that  this  day  was  fo  frequently  fpecified  in  tliis  manner  by  \ 
mere  accident,  let  him  only  refleA,  that  thtoughout  the  whole 
hiftory  of  the  firft  Chriftians  in  the  New  Teftament,  no  other 
.  day  is  ever  fpecified  as  any  way  peculiarly  regarded  by  them. 
But  farther  ftill,  St.  'John,  in  the  Revelation,  calls  it  the 
Lord's  day.  I  was  in  the  fpirit  on  the  Lord*s  day  [j.  For 
that  he  means  by  that  phrafe  what  we  do  now,  is  dear  £rom 
hence,  that  St.  Ignatius^  exhorting  to  the  due  obfervation  of 
this  day,  within  a  few  years  after  him,  ufed  it  in  that  fenfef ; 
as  did  the  whole  body  of  fubfequent  fathers,  councils,  IawS| 
and  hiftories  ;  and  no  one,  fo  fEir  as  appears,  ever  ufed  it  in 
any  other.  This  day  then  hath  the  fame  mark  in  St.  John 
that  the  blefled  facrament  hath  in  St.  Paul^  of  being  appro- 
priated to  the  honour  of  our  Saviour.  The  former  is  called 
the  Lord^s  day^  juft  as  the  latter  is  the  Lord!* s  /upper.  And 
accordingly  thb  epiftle  of  St.  Barnabas,  written  perhaps  be^ 
fore  the  Revelation,  faith,  IVe  ob/erve  with  gladnefs  the  eighth 
day,  on  which  Je/us  rofe  from  the  dead  ** ;  Confefledly  mean<« 
ing  by  the  eighth,  the  next  afte{  the  feventh,  in  our  common 
language  the  firft*  Nor  is  there  a  fingle  inftance,  from  the 
earlieft  times  downwards  for  1500  years,  of  any  church  or 
fed  of  believers  whatever,  that  did  not  profefs  keeping  it  fao; 
ly  to  him.  For  what  St.  Paul  faith,  that  one  man  efieemd 
one  day  above  another^  and  another  efeemed  every  day  alHeW, 
plainly  relates  to  the  keeping  of  the  Jewifh  feftivals,  which 
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vfu  greatly  controverted  at  that  time^  not  of  this  Chriftian 
Mivaly  about  "which  there  was  no  controverfj  at  all. 

Now,  fttch  nniverfal  confent,  without  exception,  amongft 
perfons  who  differed  fo  widely  about  multitudes  of  other 
matters,  could  not  but  proceed  from  fome  original  injuTrdion, 
either  of  our  Lord  or  his  apoftles.  No  authority  befides 
theirs  was  early  or  eztenfive  enough  to  be  k  ground  of  die 
pra&icc  ;  and  we  cannot  well  think  it  was  taken  up  without- 
vxj  authority,  for  this  reafon  befides  others,  that  if  it  had^ 
fome  ancient  council  would  ifndoubtedly  have  placed  it  on  a  < 
faier  foundation.  But  no  council  ever  pretended  to  eftabliih 
the  obfervation  of  this  day ;  whidi,  far  from  lowering  its 
obligation,  heightens  it  very  much,  by  fliewing,  that  the  rul- 
ers of  th^  church  all  along  knew  it  to  have  been  eftabliihed 
fifom  the  beginning  by  a  fupe^ior  power  *  ;  and  therefore 
Aey  contented  themfelves  to  enforce  the  regard  due  to  it, 
and  determine  particular  doubts  concerning  it,  from  time  to 
time.  The  New  Teftament  indeed  doth  not  fay  that  our  Sa- 
Tiour  appointed  it :  But  St.  Luke  faith  in  the  Afts,  that  after 
his  rcfurreftion  he  converfed  with  tlje  apoftles  forty  days,' 
fptaiing  to  them  of  things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  ofGod\i 
that  is,  the  gofpel  difpenfation.  And  St.  Clement y  the  Roman, 
whom  St.  Paul  to  the  Philippians  calls  his  fellov)4ahourer^ 
vihofe  name  is  in  the  book  of  life  J,  faith  further.  We  ought  to 
do  all  things  in  order^  which  the. Lord  hath  commanded :  to 
perform  our  ojjices  and  fervices  according  to  the  appointed  fea^ 
fons.  And  he  hath  commanded  them  to  he  done^  not  at  random 
and  diforderly^  hut  at  determinate  feafons  and  times  §.  Now, 
what  feafons  can  he  fo  probably  mean,  as  the  returns  of  that 
day,  which  bears  our  Lord's  name,  and  which  later  fathers 
exprcfely  affirm  was  kept  by  his  command  ||  ?  But  without 
any  foch  evidence ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  patriarchs  before 
Mofcs,  and  of  the  Jews  for  many  ages  after  him,  though  we 

Vol.  IIL  F  f  read 

*  Qood  tioivcrfii  tenet  ecclefia,  nee  conciliis  inftitatam,  fed  feniper  mentun 
eft,  BOO  niii  andoriute  3|K>ftolica^  tnditum  reAiffiuie  creditur,  Aug.  de  B»pt^ 
cofitn  Donatifta^,  1.  4.  c.  23. 
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read  nothing  in  fcripture  of  the  obfervanct  of  the  Sahbatb^  jet 
we  prefume  it  from  the  inftitution ;  fo  here,  in  the  cafe  of 
the  firft  Chriftians,  though  we  read  nothing  in  fcripture  of 
the  inftitution  of  the  Lord^s  day^  we  maj  prefume  it  frcmi  the 
obfervance  \  juft  as  we  do  in  the  common  law  of  our  own 
country ;  in  which  multitudes  of  things  are  proved  to  be  oh- 
ligatory,  not  bj  producing  the  original  appointment  of  them, 
for  it  is  not  extant,  but  by  ihewing  fuch  an  immemorial 
ufage,  as  muft  have  proceeded  from  an  appointment  fennezly 
made  by  the  fovereign  power. 

Or  fuppofing  that  it  was  not  our  Saviour  in  perfon,  but  the 
ilpoftlesy  who  inftituted  the  Lord's  day  (as  indeed  thofe  Chrif- 
tian  wrioersy  which  have  fpoken  of  it  in  the  lowed  terms, 
have  acknowledged,  that  it  began  to  be  obferved,  not  ozJj 
with  their  approbation,  but  by  their  authority  *),  this  will 
come  very  nearly  to  the  fame  thing.  For  the  apoftles  were 
fuch  as  could  fay,  //  hfith  feemed^good  to  the  Holy  Ghqft  and 
to  us  f  •  Nor  could  they  defign  it  for  a  temporary  inftitu- 
tion, fince  the  reafqns  of  it  are  fo  evidendy  perpetual.  But 
«even  fuppofe  it  had  been  only  taken  up  with  the  joint  confent 
of  the  Chriftian  churoh,  yet  St.  Paul  would  have  thought  it 
a  fufficient  anfwer  to  all,  who  fhould  have  pleaded  for  treat- 
ing it  with  difrefpe&,  that  if  any  man  be  contentious^  we  have 
no  fuch  cujlom^  neither  the  churches  of  God  t*  Suppofe  it  had 
been  only  enjoined  by  the  governors  of  the  church,  yet  the 
dire&ion  of  fcripture  is.  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over 
yoUy  and  Juhmit  yourf elves  ;  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls  {< 
Suppofe  our  temporal  governors  had  required  us  to  reverence 
it,  as  they  have  moft  ftriftly,  here  again  the  direAioa  of 
fcripture  is.  Let  every  foul  be  fubjeEi  unto  the  higher  powerSf 
not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  confcience  fake  ;  for  they  are  Got^ 
miniflers  ||.  And  as  we  confefs  ourfelves  bound  by  their 
command  to  keep  occafional  fafts  and  thankfgivings,  oo  ac- 
count of  our  worldly  concerns,  why  not  a  ftated  thankfgiring 
for  blefllngs  infinitely  fuperior  ?  B^t  even  were  the  obferva- 
ti3n  of  the  day  to  ftand  folely  on  the  footing  of  its  own  rea- 
fonablcnefs  and  propriety,  yet  this  is  the  proportion  of  tiiM 
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which  the  wifdom  of  God  fixed  on  for  his  fervants  under  the 
Old  Tedament :  and  fince  we  owe  him  much  more  than  they 
didy  why  ihould  we  pay  bim  lefs  of  any  token  of  pious  grati- 
tude ?  If  the  Sabbath  was  a^gn  between  G&d  and  them  *,  fo 
is  the  Lord's  day  a  very  expreiBve  one  between  Chrift  and 
Qs:  and  why  ihould  we  not  declare,  by  this  mark  among  the 
reft|  whofe  T^e  are  ?  Nay,  laftly,  were  it  grounded  merely  on 
its  ufefulnefs  to  mankind,  ftiU,  a  writer,  who  was  never  fuf- 
pcfted  of  prejudice  in  favour  of  religion,  Mr.  Hobbes^  ac« 
knowledges,  that  though  the  common  opinion  of  C^riilians 
coQoeming  this  day  were  an  error,  yet  it  would  be  a  happy 
one,  and  die  contrary  one  ought  not  to  be  publiihed  f.  And 
another  author  fince,  of  the  fame  ftamp,  hath  confefied  it  to 
be  the  moft  ufeful  of.  the  feven  %  ;  as  indeed  I  hope  hereafter 
to  ihew  you  it  is,  by  much  better  proofs  than  fuch  teftimo- 
nics.  If  then  any  one  of  thefe  reafons  for  keeping  it  ought 
finglj  to  be  of  fuch  weighty  only  think  how  forcible  the  vx-* 
Inence  of  them  all  united  ihould  be ;  hqw  complicated  the 
guilt  of  difregarding  them  all  is,  and  how  dreadful  an  open^ 
ing  it  muft  give  to  the  difregard  of  every  tie  that  we  can  be 
tinder  !  Think,  I  fay,  of  thefe  things,  and  you  will  fee  abtm- 
dant  caufe,  both  from  religious  and  worldly  confiderations,  to 
hold  it  in  honour,  and  applj  to  it  the  Pfalmift's  words,  which 
fotnc  have  apprehended  were  fpoken  with  a  prophetic  view 
to  its  future  inftitution  :  This  is  the  day,  which  the  Lord  bath 
node :  we  will  rejoice  and  be  glad  in  it  $• 

«  Exod.  ijnri.  13, 17, 
t  Hobbei  againft  Braxnhal,  in  Morer  on  the  Lord*f  day,  p,  338. 
I  MaodeTiUe^  Efliy  on  Charity  Schools,  towards  the  end. 
J  Pf.  cxviii.  34. 
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And  God  blejjed  the  feventb  day^  and  fanBified  it ;  btcaufi 
that  in  it  he  bad  rejledfrom  all  bis  wori^  which  God  creat- 
ed and  madin 

TN  my  former  difcourfe  I  {hewed  you  on  what  authority  the 
appropriation  of  one  day  in  feven  to  the  pprpofes  of  reli- 
gion {Und3.     Let  us  now  therefore  proceed  to  confider, 
11.  In  what  manner  that  day  ought  to  be  fpent.    Andy 
I.  A  due  portion  of  it  ought  to  be  employed  in  public  at« 
tendance  on  the  worlhip  of  God  and  religious  inftrudion. 

This,  it  muft  be  owned,  is  not  explicitly  mentioned,  either 
in  the  text  or  in  the  fourth  commandment^  but  only  coifipre- 
bended  under  the  general  phraf^  oi  fanBifying  or  haUowiog 
the  Sabbath,  whereas  the  point  of  reft  is  particulatly  fpeci* 
iied.  And,  without  queftioh,  abllaining  from  labour,  in  me- 
mory of  God's  completing  the  creation  of  the  heavens  and 
earth  (which  fome  of  the  Heathen  held  to  proceed  from  blind 
fate  or  chance,  whilft  others  worlhipped  the  principal  parts 
of  them  as  deities),  was  of  itfelf,  without  any  thing  more, 
JdnBifying^  that  is,  devoutly  diftinguifliing  the  day,  by  « 
practical  declaration  upon  it  of  the  fundamental  article  of  true 
religion,  that  an  infinitely  wife,  and  jufi,  and  good  Being,  is 
the  Maker  and  Lord  of  all  things.  And  enjoining  the  Jews 
afterwards,  on  the  fame  day,  to  commemorate  their  miraca- 
lous  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage,  and  allow  refrcfli- 
ment,  during  the  whole  of  it,  not  only  to  their  fervants,  but 
their  cattle,  muft  greatly  promote  amongft  them  both  thankful 
piety  and  tendernefs  of  heart.    But  ftill^  we  cannot  well  ima- 
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gine,  diat  the j  were  left  at  Ubertj  to  throw  away  all  this 
kifure  joft  as  thej  pleafed,  when  the  very  reafon  of  appoint- 
ing it  led  them  fo  naturally  to  employ  it  well ;  and  when»  if 
they  did  not,  many  of  them  would  of  courfe  employ  it  rery 
iB. 

Befides,  the  law  of  Mofes  direded,  that  the  feventh  day 
ihoiild  be  a  holy  convocation  or  aflembly,  as  well  as  the  Sab- 
badi  of  reft  *  :  and  allotted  to  the  priefts  and  Levites  48  ci- 
ties in  different  parts  of  the  landf ;  from  whence  they  might, 
with  more  convenience,  go  to  perform  religious  offices  in 
every  quarter '}  particularly  that  of  inftru£iing  the  people, 
which  Mofes  exprefsly  affignb  to  their  whole  tribe :  Ttbey 
fiwU  teach  Jacob  thy  judgments^  and  Ifrael  thy  law  J.  Ac- 
cordingly, Philo  $  and  yofephus  ||,  who  both  lived  in  the  fame 
age  with  our  Saviour,  fay,  their  lawgiver  appointed  his  law 
to  be  read  and  expounded,  in  public  affemblies,  for  the  imt- 
provement  of  the  hearers ,  every  feventh  day,  which  is  very 
confident  with  the  more  folemn  reading  of  it,  appointed  by 
him  every  feventh  year,  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  whole 
people  ^.  And  St.  James  alfo  faith,  Mofes*  of  old  time  hath^ 
m  every  city^  them  that  preach  him,  being  read  in  the  fyrm^ 
gogues  every  Sabbath  day  **.  Still,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that 
this  praftice  is  no  where  in  the  Old  Teftament  exprefsly  ei- 
ther prefcribed,  or  faid  to  be  obferved ;  and  therefore  we. may 
doqbt,  whether  it  became  conftant  and  univerfal  very  early. 
However,  we  find  there,  that  good  perfons  ufually  reforted 
to  the  prophets  (doubtlefs  for  ii:iftruftion)  on  the  Sabbath 
^ayi+.  We  find  a  complaint,  that  the  enemies  of  the  Jews 
bad  burnt  up  all  the  fynagogues  of  God  in  the  land  XX ;  which, 

*  LcT.  zxiii.  Comp.  Namb.  x.  2.    Ua.  it.  5. 
\  MnmlK  xtxv.  l-*8.    Jofli.  xli.  x. — 8.  \  Deur.  xniii.  xo. 

$  De  Sepcenario,  p.  %%%.    See  alfo  de  Vit.  Mof.  1.  3.  p.  167.  where  h^ 
fiiifa  the  Jews  wer«  to  fpeod  the  Sabbath  i»  Xxm^mm  im^v/(uc«.— ;^iA*{>vr«f  i^, 
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• 
fcy  this  cxpreffion,  muft  have  been  pretty  numerous.  We 
find  a  promife,  that  upon  every  dwelling-place  of  mount  Ziou^ 
and  upon  her  ajfemhliesy  there  Jhall  he  a  glory  and  a  defence^. 
We  find  theXevites  mentioned^  more  than  once,  as  thofe  who 
taught  the  good  ifwwledge  of  the  Lord  to  all  Ifrael\.  When 
they  had  been ^or  a  longfeafon  without  a  teaching  priefi,  and 
without  the  law^  it  is  reprefented  as  a  dreadful  inftancc  of 
National  mifery  %.  And  when  better  times  are  foretold  in 
another  book^  part  of  the  defcription  is,  that  from  one  new 
moon  to  another y  and  from  one  Sabbath  to  another ^  aU  jUfi 
fbould  come  to  worfhip  before  God  §• 

On  the  rfetum  from  the  captivity,  this  predi&ion  was  ve- 
rified. '  And  fo  good  were  the  effefts  of  the  ftated  public  wor- 
fliip  and  teaching,  which  thenceforward  obtained  more  gene- 
rally  than  before,  that  even  had  it  firft  begun  then,  it  had 
deferved  to  continue  through  all  future  ages.  For  idolatrj, 
which  nothing  had  hitherto  been  able  to  overcome,  was  en- 
tirely abolifiied  by  it :  the  nation  grew  more  virtuous,  as  well 
as  pious ;  and  enjoyed  more  tranquillity  than  in  any  preced- 
ing time.  Sojourners  in  yudea,  and  inhabitants  of  other 
countries,  into  which  they  were  difperfed,  attending  their 
fynagogues,  as  we  find  in  the  New  Teftament  they  did,  par- 
took of  a  blefling,  which  the  wifeft  of  their  lawgivers  and 
philofophers  had  not  provided  for  them ;  and  multitudes  of 
the  Heathen  were  converted  to  the  one  true  God.  Indeed, 
about  the  time  of  our  Saviour*s  appearance  (as  every  thing 
good  is  apt  to  degenerate  amongft  men),  this  excellent  iofti- 
tution  was  become  an  inftrument  of  fome  fuperftition  and 
uncharitablenefs,  as  well  as  much  good.  But  that  only  in- 
ereafed  the  neceflity  of  ufing  it  under  due  regulations  ;  that 
it  might  cure,  by  its  proper  influence,  thofe  evils  which  it 
had  caufed  by  accidental  abufe.  And  therefore  he  firft  re- 
formed it ;  then  by  his  apoftles  eftabliflied  it  throughout  the 
world,  and  provided  for  its  being  carried  on  to  all  ages ;  and 
ever  fince,  the  principal  feafon  for  inftrufting  mankind  hath 
teen  this  day. 

On  this  day,  from  the  very  birth  of  Chriftianity,  as  we 

^ead  in  the  AAs,  the  difdpkt  came  together  to  breai  bread^ ; 

'    ^*'  tiiat 
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that  isy  to  receive  the  Lord's  fvpper.     Witli  their  breaking 
of  bread,  we  read  elfo,  thej  joined  the  apofile^s  do^rhie  and 
prayer  *•     Nor  was  this  an  aA  of  mere  voluntary  piet j^  but 
« datj  firi^j  binding.     For  they  were  commanded  not  ti> 
for/aie  the  ajffimiling  tbemfehes  together  \^  when  the  utmoit 
dangers  attended  the  pradice*     For  the  fervice  of  thefe  af« 
femblies  peculiarly  the  Chriflian  miniftry  was  inftituted  ;  in 
Aefe  the  Chriftian  facraments  were  celebrated  ;  geod  Chrif^ 
dans  were  to  be  admitted  into  them,  bad  ones  excluded  from 
tbem.    Indeed,  the  whole  New  Teftament  confiders  the  fol- 
lowers of  Chiift,  not  as  fingle  unconiie&ed  believers,  but  as 
churches  or  .focieties,  meeting  together,  for  die  honour  of 
God,  and  their  mutual  edification.    And  this  they  did  /b  coa-* 
ftandy,  even  in  the  days  of  the.  bittereft  perfecution,  that  Plim 
ny^  a  Heathen  magiftrate,  writing,  within  a  few  years  after 
the  death  of  St«  yohn^  to  the  emperor  Itrafan^  £ot  diredions 
how  to  proceed  in  punifhing  them,  defcribes  thei^  by  their 
cuftom  of  holding  congregation^  on  a  fEated  day  to  worihip 
Chrift,  and  bind  themfelves  by  a  facrament,  or  oath,  to  com- 
mit no  wickednefst*     Again,   about  40  years  after  him^ 
yufiitt  Martyr^  in  a  defence  of  them,  when  perfecuted  by 
mother  Heathen  emperor,  gives  the  following  account  of  their 
obfervation  of  Sunday.     For  thpugh  that  name  is  undoubt* 
cdly  fuperftitious  in  its  origin,  as  Monday  and  all  th^  reft 
axe,  yet  the  early  Chriftians  ufed  it  without  fcruple  },  both 
becaufe  they  were  not  underflood  by  it  to  have  a  fuperftitious 
flaeaning,  and  becaufe  they  could  allege  a  better  ground  for  it 
than  the  idolaters  (which  accordingly  fome  ancient  fathers 
did  jl),  diat  then  Chrift,  the  Sun  o/Righteoufne/sy  ro/e  ^  from 
the  grave,  and  fhone  forth  with  new  luftre.    On  the  day  called 
Sunday ,  therefore,  faith  ^ujiin^  ail  ofus^  whether  w^  ti%>e  in 
the  city  or  the  country j  meet  in  one  place  :  where  the  writings 
of  the  apo/lles  and  prophets  are  read ;  an  exhortation  to  livt 
Suitably  to  them  is  made  by  the  prejident  of  the  ajfemhly  /  and 
Vfe  oj^er  up  our  joint  prayers,   ^ben  bread  and  wine  is  brought : 
(md  afteff^  repeated  prayers  and  praifes  by  the  prefident^  to  which 

th$ 
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tie  people  anfioer^  Amen^  it  is  difirihutei  throughout  the  am- 
gregation :  nnd  alms  are  coUeEled^  and  Itft  in  the  preJiiiiiiU 
hands  y  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor.  After  which  he  adds,  T%e  rea- 
*fon  why  we  all  meet  on  Sunday y  is,  that  this  it  thejirjl  day  in 
which  Q^d  created  the  worlds  and  on  which  our  Saviour  Jefus 
Chri/l  roJcf%om  the  deaden 

Such  was  the  obedience  of  the  firft  Chriflian&  to  the  rules 
of  the  gofpel,  though  the  laws  of  men  punifhed  it  with  death; 
whereas  we,  who  call  ourfelves  Chriftians  too,  and  live  in  a 
time  when  God  and  man  require  the  fame  thing,  difobej 
both.  And  the  confequence  hath  been,  that  whereas  their 
zeal  filled  them  with  all  piety-  and  virtue,  and  converted  the 
world  to  true  religion,  our  luk^wammefs  hath  made  us  ne- 
gligent and  bad  in  the  whole  of  our  condud,  and  we  are  re- 
lapfing  into  the  profligacy  and  atheifm  of  the  Pagans.  For 
how  indeed  is  it  poflible,  that  men  fhould  know  their  duty 
without  being  inftrufted,  or  regard  it  without  being  admo- 
nifhed  ?  And  what  other  fufficient  inftru&ion  or  admonition 
will  the  generality  of  thofe  have,  who  defpife  that  which  th6 
word  bf  Crod  hath  cftabliflied  for  them  ?  The  church  is  the 
tmiverfal  fchool,  opened  on  this  day  by  the  divine  command^ 
for  teaching  all  men  reverende  to  their  Maker,  love  to  their 
fellow-creatures,  moral  government  of  themfelves,  right,  and 
worthy,  and  exemplary  behaviour  in  every  part  of  public 
and  private  life.  We  appeal  to  your  confciences,  whether 
thefe  things  are  not  faithfully  taught  here  ;  and,  if  they  be, 
whether  it  is  not  of  the  laft  importance,  that  the  teaching  of 
them  be  conftantly  frequented  ? 

Many  pleas  and  excufes  are  made  on  this  head  ;  but  none 
will  avail  for  the  voluntary  omif&on  of  what  God  hath  ap- 
pointed. Think  then  with  your  own  hearts  :  Hath  he  not 
appointed  public  prayers  and  preaching  ?  And,  if  he  hath, 
why  are  not  you,  to  attend  them?  Some  who  do,  perhaps 
you  will  fay,  are  not  the  better  for  it.  But  how  can  you 
know  that  ?  They  might  be  ftill  worfe  without  it.  Or,  fup- 
pofing  they  are  not  better,  if  others  are  (as  undoubtHtly  mul- 
titudes are),  why  may  not  you  hope  to  be  fo  too  ?  They  who 
fail  of  it,  fail  through  Itheir  tRRm  faults.  Do  you  avoid  thofe 
4  ^  iiaults, 
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Wts;  and  jou  may  juftly  promife  yoarfelf  nmch  good  from 
what,  on  nlanj  accounts^  i§  fo  likeljf  to  do  good.  Perhaps 
70U  do  not  fee  this  great  likelihood.  '  But  is  it  not  ^ant  of 
thinking,  or  of  thinking  fairly;  that  hinders  you  from  feeing 
what  to  others  is  moft  evident?  Or  though  you  were  inca- 
pable of  feeing  it^  which  is  wifer^  you  or  your  Lord  and 
Mailer? 

Poffibly  however  yoii  admit,  that  preaching  may  be  of  fer- 
vice  to  the  ignorant  part  of  mankind,-  but  apprehend  it  can/ 
inform  yotf  of  nothing  needful,  Which  you  do  not  already 
know.     But  are  you  indeed,  after  eonfidering  the  p6int  widi 
impartiality  aind  humility,  quite  fure  of  this  ?     Or  if  yoU 
were,  can  you  tte  reniinded  of  nothing  you  did  not  think  of? 
^ted  td  nothing  you  did  not  praSife  ?  confirmed  in  nothing 
you  do  pradife  ?  receive  no  benefit  of  any  kind  ?    Why,  jes  : 
there  are  preachers,  from  whoiii,  now  and  then^  fome  degree 
of  rational  entertaiiunent  may  be  expe&ed:  and  fucfa,  when 
occafion  offers,  yon  are  willing  to  hear.     But  is  there  any 
preacher,  froi^i  whom  y6u  can  fail  to  hear  things  of  the  great- 
eft  momient  to  yofur  prefent  and  eternal  happinefs  ;  which,  by 
laying  hold  of  you  juft  at  that  moment,  may  be  the  means  of 
yoiit  efcaping  mifery  in  both  worlds  ?     And  is  not  this  your 
main  concern,  in  comparifon  of  which,  not  only  entertainment, 
hnt  information  in  other  matters,  is  a  mef c  trifle  ?     Befides, 
I      IS  hearing  the  preacher  the  chief  inducement  that  {hbuld  bring 
1     you  hither  ?'    Far  from  it.     It  is  hearing  the  word  of  God  ia 
the  leflbns  :  it  is  paying  adoration  to  God  in  the  prayers  and 
I      pialms  and  hymns.     If  you  ittend  not  to  thefe,  you  will  par- 
.  take  of  little  red  beilefit  from  the  fermon  ;  and  if  you  attend 
as  you  ought  to  thefe,  you  will  never  go  back  without  im- 
provement^ though  there  be  no  fermom  at  all  ^  and  you  may 
improve  very  much  by  the  meaneft  that  is  delivered.     For 
I      that  depend?,  not  on  human  performance,  but  on  the  divm^f 
I      hlefling.     What  doih  the  great  ApofUe  himfelf  fay  of  his  ow^ 
I      preaching,  and  that  of  his  companions  ?     iVbo  then  is  Paul^ 
I       ond  iobo  it  Apollosi  but  minijlers  by  whom  ye  believed,  even  at 
I       the  Lord  gave  to  every  tnanf     I  have  planted  j  Apollos  Via- 
!       ttrtd :  but  God  gave  the  increa/e.     So  then  neither  is  he  thai 
{knteth  any  thing  ;  neither  be  that  ivatereth';  but  God  that 
Vol,  rV,  GFg  giveti 
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gtvetb  the  tfureafe  *.  Therefore  wait  on  God  for  it  coniftaatly, 
in  the  ordinances  which  he  hath  inftitated  ^^for  you  know  not 
By  whom  he  will  fend  it^  perhaps  by  the  weakeft  inftrnment 
he  hath ;  tbat^  as  the  fame  apofik  fpoaka^/i&r  txcetUncy  of  the 
power  may  be  of  him,  and  not  &fus\.  Otir  bleflcd  Lord  af- 
fures  all  his  difciples,,that.wA#r*  two  or  tbru-'m^e  gathered  t§^  ' 
getber  in  bii  name^  there  is  be  hi  the  nddj^of  them  %•  And  if 
he  be  diere»  it  matters  little  who  elfe,  is  not; 

Still  probably  fome  of  you  will  afli:,^  Why  fhonld  the  Uef« 
fipg  of  God  peculiarly  follow  pablic  prayers  and  fermons» 
when  you  can  make  ufe  of  the.fame^:  oc  better,  at  hooie^ 
But  if  you  can,  ts  it  true  that  yoir^do :  and  that.you  do  it  ftat- 
edly  ?  If  not,  this  is  only  a  poor  attempt  to  -  deceive  others 
and  yonrfelves.  But  fuppofing  yott  do,. may  not  God  with 
juftice  try  your  obedience,  by  dijrefting  in  whai-  method  yo« 
ihall  apply  for  his  favours  ?  And  vdxj  he  not;  with  great 
wifdom,  dire£)l<to  this  method?  UnldA  mankind  be  taught 
to  worfhip  and  obey  the  Sovereign  Lord  of  all,  tfaey  muft  be 
wicked  and  miferable^  The  generality  cannet  fufficiently 
kamin  private  to  do  this,juid  moil'of  the  jemaindec  will  not.. 
Without  fome  farther  care,  the  lower  fort  wiH*  be.  abfolute 
barbarians  ;  and  the  upper,  much  worfe  than  they  now  are. 
Tlierefbre  God  requires  all  to  afTemble  for  inftrudion.  Were 
he  to  make  exceptions,.,  every  one,  that  pleafed^  would  ima^ 
gine  or  pretend  himfelf  to  be  excepted.  Therefore. he  pre- 
fcribes  it  even  to  thofe,  who  may  feem  to  need  it  leaft ;  but 
who  io  truth  need  his  grace,  as  much  as  any.  If  they  will 
condeCcend  to  fet  a  good  example  in  this  re%ed  to  othen, 
they  fliall'be  rewarded  for  it  by  fpiritual  bene&ta  conferred 
on  themfehnes.  If  they  will  not,  the  haughtinefs  of  their 
jfiEincied  wifdom  fliall  be  punifhed  by  withdrawing  the  divine 
influences  froni  them.  And  what  is  there,  in  this  procedure,. 
unworthy  of  God,  who  rejtfieth  thefroudy  but  givetb  grace  m- 
t»  the  bumble  {  i? 

But  here  fome  of  the  upper  part:  of  the  world  will  replyr' 
that  they  acknowledge  the  neceffity  of  f^ing  a  gpod  exam- 
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1^;  and  theiTeCjig,  amongft;  their  neighbours  and  dependents 
is  the  country,  thej  do  go  to  church  on  Sunday.  But  is  it 
there  onlj  that  example  is  necefTarj-  ?  Or  is  it  not,  if  polfible^ 
more  neccflary  in  this  wicked  town  than  anj  where  elfe? 
t)oth  not  your  famfly  here,  fee  yoair  negled  of  your  duty  to 
Cod,  and  learn  from  thence  to  negle&  their  duty,  both  to 
him  and  jrou.  Do  not  your  neighbours  and  dependents  in 
the  country  bear  of  your  behaviour  when  abfent  from  them? 
.And  win  they  not  naturally  conclude,  that  if  you  worihip 
joor  Maker  «nly  at  fome  times  and  places,  it  is  3&om  no 
f  rindiple  of  confcience  that  you  worfliip  him  at  any  ? 

But  others  will  jpr^ably  allege  that  they  would  be  much 
ipore  regular  and  confiant  than  they  fife,  if  it  were  not  for 
frequent  hindrances,  which  intenrene  and  prevent  them.  But 
•do  you  not  often  throw  thefe  hindrances  in  your  own  way  ? 
At  lea^  could  you  not  eaiily,  if  you  would,  remove  them  out 
of  your  way  ?  Bufinefs  perhaps,  that  might  be  let  alone,  is 
done :  or  what  might,  witfi  a  little  forecaft,  be  well  enough 
difpatehed  at  othet  time^  is  referred  for  Sunday ;  or  what 
nught  be  finiihed  before  church  time,  is  delayed  till  then  ^  or 
what  one  perfon  inight  manage,  keeps  feveral  at  hrane.  And 
do  you  think  this  fitting,  and  will  it  be  thought  fp  at  the  laft 
day,  that  every  thing  elfe  fhould  be  preferred  before  the  moil 
weighty  of  all  things  ?  That  yoa  ihould  make  excufes  fo^ 
not  ferving  your  Creator^  which  you  would  be  aihamed  to 
make  in  any  other  cafe,  and  can  hardly  make  in  this  with  a 
(eriotts  countenance  !     Bt  not  deceived:    God  is  not  mocked* ^ 

Some  however  wiH  «irge,  that  care  of  their  health  at  lealh 
Is  a  ferious  plea :  imd  that,  during  the  Winter  feafon,  they 
cannot  attend  public  worikip^  without  hazard  of  it.  Now 
ndqueftionably,  where  this  is  really  fo,  God  will  have  mercy 
aninot  facrifice\>  But  do  not  thefe  fame  people  venture  to 
expofc  their  healths  on  any  day  of  the  week  be&des,  perhaps 
on  fonu»  part  of  this  ^ery  day,  to  much  greater  hazards  in 
{daces  to  which  they  have  much  lefs  call:?  And  why  then 
will  they  attempt  in  vain  to  blind  others  and  themfelves  with 
^pretence? 

Gg2  But 
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But  a  ftill  farther  allegation  is,  that,  could  thej  come  to 
church  ever  fo  fafely,  they  cannot  pojfibly :  they  have  no  ac- 
oonunodations  there.  Would  God  all,  who  have,  would  con- 
Itantly  ufe  them  !  But  were  they  whp  allege  that  they  have 
Slot,  to  fpeak  their  hearts,  are  they  glad  to  make  thi$  excufe, 
or  are  they  forry  ?  If  the  former,  it  is  not  a  finccre  one ;  if 
the  latter,  I  heartily  wifli,  that,  where  they  are  wanting,  more 
places  of  worlhip  were  built.  Some  of  thefe  perfqns  pould  do 
a  great  deal  towards  this  ;  and  probably  they  fpend  their  mo- 
ney  by  no  means  fo  well.  But^  at  prefent,  there  "is  room 
for  the  poor  without  any  expe^ce,  for  the  rich  at  very  little 
cxpence,  even  in  this  town,  at  one  time  or  another  of  the  day, 
cither  at  their  own  church,  or  fome  church  or  chapel  very 
near  them. 

But  the  hours  of  church  arc  inconvenient.  And  whofe 
fault  is  it,  that  ^they  are  become  fo  ?  We  have  not  made 
them  earlier ;  but  thefe  complainers  have  made  theirs  abfurd- 
ly  later.  Why  will  they  not,  on  this  day  at  leaft,  alter  them 
back  to  what  they  were  formerly  ?  Do  they  npt  often  bear 
with  the  inconvenience  of  as  great  or  greater  changes  on  very 
flight  occafions  ?  Why  then  muft  a  change  be  thought  im- 
pradicable  or  infupportable,  in  order  to  attend  upon  God  and 
^s  word  ?  Rcfleft  a  little,  how  very  low  your  efteem  of  him 
muft  be,  if  you  think  this  too  much  to  fubmit  to  on  his  ac- 
count. Indeed  they,  who  do  attend  public  worfliip  on  the 
former  part  of  the  day,  fliould  remember  that  it  is  equally 
appointed,  equally  ufeful  on  the  latter  alfo ;  and  fliould  dif- 
pofe  their  family-affairs  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  be  prefent 
(fo  many  of  Jthem  as  can,)  at  each  :  applying  to  their  devo- 
tions that  rule,  which  the  wife  man  lays  down  concerning 
their  charity  :  In  the  morning  fow  thy  fee d^  and  in  the  evening 
withhold  not  thine  hand.  For  thou  knowejl  not,  whether  JhaO 
profper,  either  this  or  that :  or  whether  they  both  Jball  he  Hikt 


And  as  all  ranks  of  men  are  jointly  concerned  in  the  duty 
of  frequenting  divine  offices  :  all  fliould  allow  their  fervants, 
and  thofe  with  whom  they  have  concerns,  leifiire  for  it.  If 
they  defire  leifure  for  this  purpofe,  refufing  it  is  moft  Clock- 
ing cruelty ;  and  not  contriving  for  it,  is  criminal  in  the  next 

decree. 
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dcpce.  But  eveiji  though  they  do  not  defire  it,  exhoiting, 
difpofing,  prefling  them  to  it,  nay  infilling  upon  it,  fo  far  as 
we  have  authority.  Is  matter  both  of  confcicnce  and  pru- 
dence. 
But  now,  from  tlic  public  .exercifes  of  religion,  I  proceed, 
a.  To  the  private  ones  requificfc  on  the  Lord's  day. 
If,  before  we  come  to  the  congregation,  we  think  of  nothing 
ferioos ;  or  as  foon  as  we  leave  it,  lay  aiide  out  of  our  minds 
every  thing  that  we  have  faid,  and  heard,  and  felt  there  \  we 
muft  ezpeft  to  be  little  the  better  for  our  attendance.  And 
t  principal  caufe,  why  men^  are  commonly  fo  very  little  the 
better,  is  the  latter  of  thefe  two  great  faults.  Our  Saviour 
bimfelf  hath  told  us.  When  any  one  heareth  tie  word  of  the 
iUgdom,  and  confideretb  it  not,  (for  (b  we  ihould  tranflate) 
then  comtb  the  wicked  one  y  and  immediately  catcbetb  away 
that,  which  W0s  fown  in  his  hearty  Itbif  is  he,  that  receivetb 
Jped  by  the  way-Jide  *•  Since  therefore  hearing  God's  word 
is  a  duty  of  the  day,  that  preparation  for  it  beforehand,  and 
reflexion  upon  it  afterwards,  which  are  neceiTary  to  give  it 
root  within  us,  muft  be  fo«  And  let  us  alk  our  confciences,. 
do  we  praftife  both  ?  Do  we  confider  on  the  morning  of  the 
Lord's  day,  for  what  excellent  ends  it  was  difticgullhed  from 
others ;  how  carefully  we  ought  to  keep  our  feet,  as  the  wife 
man  exprefles  it,  when  we  go  to  the  bovfe  of  God  \  ;  and  what 
»  fin  we  fhall  be  guilty  of,  and  what  a  lofs*  we  ihall  f uffcr,  if 
we  regard  only  outward  form,  and  negled  inward  improve- 
ment ?  Do  we  again,  after  church,  take  the  firft  convenient 
opportunity  for  retiring  into  ourfelves :  for  thinking  impar- 
tially, what  is  the  proper  ufe  to  make  of  all  that  hath  been 
delivered  to  us  ;  for  determining,  that  wq^  will  make  it,  with- 
out lols  of  time,  and  for  intreating  the  ai&llance  of  heaven, 
that  we  may :  or  are  we  glad  to  get  rid  of  fuch  unwelcome 
ideas,  by  any  method,  the  firft  moment  that  we  are  able  ? 
And  if  our  behaviour  hath  befen  blamcable  in  this  refped  hl- 
Acrto,  (hall  it  be  better  for  the  future  ?  And  will  wc  give, 
as  the  apoille  direfts,  more  earnefi  heed  to  the  things  which  we 
kave  beard,  ^Ji  we  let  tbetnjlip  X  ^ 

But, 
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BiU»  bc;fid€$  the  particiiliu:  fo1]|jeA8  that  havie  happened  to 
be  l^id  before  us  at  churcl^  we  have  need  to  confider  fre- 
quently at  home  the  general  ftate  of  our  hearts  and  lives,  and 
what  we  have  to  hope  or  fear  from  it,  here  and  hereafter. 
Such  inquiries  niaj  indeed  be  made  on  other  days ;  and  the 
•ftener  the  better..  But  is  it  likelj  thej  will,  if  they  are  o- 
npdtted  on  that  daj^  which  !i9  pequliaclj  .proper  Sbt  them^  and 
on  which  we  are  continuaSj  reminded  of  them  ?  Some  have 
little  time  elfe  for  aaj  delibecate  fdf-cxamination ;  none  can 
h,ave  a  fitter  time :  why  then  ihould  any  one  throw  it  asray  ? 
Is  there  nothing  you  have  need  to  learn  or  amend  }  Perhaps 
there  is  fo  much^  that  you  ate  afraid  to  fet  about  thinking  of 
it.  If  fo,  your  only  way  is  to  fet  about  it  inftandy.  Every 
other  remedy  will  increafe  the  difeafe :  this  alone  will  remove 
it.  But  perhaps  you  cannot  think  to  -good  purpofe  long  to* 
^ether.  Do  then  to  good  purpofe  what  you  t:an :  bring  jour«- 
felf  gradually  to  more  :  ufe  pious  books  for  your  aififtanoe. 
Perhi(ps  they  feem  £at,  and  void  of  entertainment :  but  per* 
Iiaps  idfo  it  is  your  &ult  that  they  do.  Or  if  that  were  olber. 
wife,  is  it  not  fufficient  that  by  them  you  are  inilrufted,  es* 
liorted,  warned,  reprovedj  when  you^n^antit?  There  is  no 
pleafuxe  in  this*  But  did  you  never  perfift  in  applying  to 
aay  ^thing^  which  at  firft  gave  you  no  pleafuce  ?  And  fiiouM 
it  not  be  the  greateft  pleafure  to  conquer  your  fins,  to  advance 
in  goodnefs  ?  Poifibly  in  fome  of  thefe  books,  you  meet  with 
ezprellionfl  now^^nd  then,  which  appear  unele^ant  and  fingn* 
lair :  and  they  excite  ludicrous  ideas  in  your  minds  inftead  of 
ferious  ones.  But  pofiibly  too,  this  may  proceed  entirely 
from  your  own  ignorance,  or  wrong  difpofirion.  For  the  au« 
thors  of  many  of  them  were  men  of  both  as  good  underftand« 
ing,  and  as  good  breeding  as  any,  either  in  their  own  times 
or  the  prefent.  Or  fuppofe  the  defeA  to  be  theirs  ;  yet  fure- 
ly,  in  other  cafes,  you  never  flight  ufeful  information  or  di* 
reAion,  becaufe  it  is  accompanied  by  a  few  peculxarities,  and 
why  fliould  you  in  this  ? 

But  it  may  be  your  hindrance  is  of  a  difierent  kind.  Ton 
are  afraud,  that  employing  regularly  part  of  your  Sunday's 
leifure  thus,  will  expofe  you  to  ridicule,  as  formad  fupeifti* 
tious  wretches.  And  have  you  qp  fear  on  the  other  fide  ibaip 
that  employing  it  idly  will  expofe  you  to  cenfuxe^  as  irrdigi- 

OQS 
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oos  and  profane  wretches  I  Befidesj  there  is  no  ck:cafioti  for 
all  perfoofl  to  know  how  yous  dme  is  fpent.  Or  if  they  did^ 
are  jou  to  make  die  opinion,  or*  perhaps  only  the  pretended 
opinioo,  of  e^^iery  inconfiderate  creature,  the  rule  of  your  life  ? 
Think  how  far  that  would  carry  you.  And  if  what  they  are 
pleaied  to  call  fuperftition,,  or  precifenefs,  will  lead  you  to 
e?ery  thing  right  and  good,  and.the  negled  of  it  will  lead  to\ 
the  contrary,,  be  not  alhamed  of  it  for  a  few  reproachful 
names;  but  fecure  to  your  private  uXe,  without  aimin^:to  be 
remarkalde  in  doing  it;  a  fliare  6f  the  Lord's  day,  proportion- 
ed to  what  your  cafe  requires,  and  your  circumftances  admit : 
improve  your  minda  in  religioud  knowledge  by  reading ;  im- 
prove  your  hearts  in  religious  afiedions  by  meditation  and 
prayer;  guard  your  ftepa  by  firm  but  prudent  refolutions ;, 
and  let  neither  imaginary  nor.  {mall  impediments  keep  you 
from  this.  At  leaft  make  it  an  ufual  pra&ioe ;  but  if  poffible 
aconftant  one.  For  the  oftener  you  omit  it,  the  ilronger 
temptation  you  ^ill  be  under  to  lay  it  aiide :  and  the  more 
lUtedly  you  perform  it,  the  furer  you  will.be  of  recdving, 
not  only  mudi  benefit,,  but,  after- a  whDe,.much  comfort* 
from  it.  ' 

Till  you<take  the  proper  care  of  your  own  behaviour  on. 
the  Lord's  day,  it  muft  be  with  an  ill  grace,  and  with  fmall 
bcceis,  that  you  can  attempt,  to  regulate  that  of  perfons  be* 
longing  to  you,  though  it  concerns  you  very  much  on  more 
acDounta^than  a  few.     And  therefore  you  oughtto  be  reli- 
^ous,  fbrthis  reafon  amongft  weightier,  to  make  them  fo* 
But  to  be  fo  yourfelf  and  negle&  them  is  wonderfully  incon- 
Sftent*    And  yet  many,  whofe  fincerity  in  religion  one  dares 
not  qoeftion,  fuffer  their  fervants,.if  not  their  children,  to  live' 
without  any:  r^ard  to  it,  or  any  knowledge  of  it,,  as  if  they 
were  totally  indifferent^  betb  about  their  future,  happinefs,. 
and  their  own  prefent  intereft.     Very  often  they,  have  not 
the  ihadDw  of  an  excufe  to  make  for  this  inattention.    Some* 
dmea«lAifiiiefs  is  pleaded.    But  on  Sundays  at  leaft,  there 
mnftiQr  ihould  be  leifure  y  t^id  it  is  both  unwife  and  wicked 
lo  l^end  it  in  trifling  or  iiidolence,  to  the  omii&on  of  fo  im^ 
portaat  a  cate ;  which  confequently  is  one  of  the  private  du* 
tics  of  the  day.    Here  the  injunftion  of  God  to  the  Jews, 
whidi  cannot  be  lefs  in  force  aihong  Chriftians,     Ttb4  words 
%  whicb 
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V}hicb  I  command  theejball  be  in  thine  heart :  and  tbonJhaU 
teach  them  diligently  unto  thy  children  ;  and  thoujbalt  talk  of 
them  when  thoujittejl  in  thine  houfe^  and  when  thou  walkejl  hy 
the  "ixfayf  and  when  thou  liejl  down^  and  when  thou  rifejl  i^  *• 
This  doth  not  mean,  that ,  our  converfation  fliould  be  of  no- 
thing befides  religion  ;  ^ut  it  muil  mean,  that  religion  (bould 
have  a  due  ihare  in  it ;  and  dout>tlefs  then  a  peculiar  Ihare 
on  the  daj,  "vtrbich  God  hath  hallowed.  Employing  a  part  of 
that  in  giving  thofe  about  you  the  olivious  proofs  of  Chri- 
inanity,  juft  notions  of  the  ,holinefs  of  the  divine  law,  and 
their  need  of  a  Redeemer  and  a  Sanftifier,  inftrudion  in  their 
various  duties  to  God  and  tnah  and  themfelves,  joyful  expec- 
tations of  the  rewards  of  piety,  awful  apprehenfions  of  tfic 
confequences  of  iin^  afFeftionate  cautions  againii  the  dangers 
to  which  they  are  expofed,  will  be  a  moft  improving  excrcifc 
to  yourfelves,  and  aflFord  you  the  moft  rational  profpeft  of 
gaining  an  ufeful  inflaence  over  them  to  your  own  comfort, 
and  to  their  good  in  this  life  and  the  next.  Your  children 
are  part  of  yourfelves  :  All  who  depend  on  yon,  are  placed 
under  your  infpeftion.  You  complain  perhaps  of  both.  Why 
then  will  you  not  ufe  tlie  opportunity  of  this  day  to  remedy 
what  you  complain  of  ?  In  all  likelihood  they  will  be  nuich 
the  worfe  for  the  day,  unlefs  you  endeavour  to  make  them 
the  better.  You  caimot  indeed  be  fure  of  prevailing  with 
them.  But  if  you  do  your  heft  in  a  prudent  manner,  and  en- 
gage others  to  do  what  you  cannot  fo  properly  do  in  perfcm, 
you  will  not  fail  of  being  able  to  fay  in  general.  As  for  me 
and  my  houfe^  we  will  ferve  the  Lord\.  They,  who  Kave  ne- 
ver been  vicious,  may  ufually  witli  eafe  lie  made  re/igioos, 
by  good  advice  and  good  books,  a  regular  e:itampte  fet  theirv 
and  a  good-natured,  watchfulncfs  over  them.  The  very  wotft 
may  be  cither  reft  rained  or  removed  \  perhaps  may  be  re- 
formed. And  how  excellent  an  uffc  of  the  day  tliis  would  be, 
I  ihall  leave  upon  your  thoughts  in  the  wDrds  of  fcripturc : 
jKp  which  converteth  afinner  from  the  error  of  his  way^  fMl 
fave  a  foul  from  death  ^  and  hide  a  multitude  of  fins  %, 
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jtni  GeJ  hhffcd  the  /iventb  day^  atid  fimBifUd  it ;  bicaufe 
that  UU  he  r^ed  from  all  his  uiori,  which  God  created 
and  made* 

tTA VING  propofed  from  thefe  worda  to  lliew, 

L  On  what  authority  the  appropriation  of  one  daj  in 
Ce?en  to  the  purpofes  of  religion  ftands  \ 

n.  In  what  foanner  that  day  ought  to  be  fpent : 

I  have,  i^  two  difcouriies,  finiflied  the  former  of  thefe  heads, 
•id  made  feme  entrance  cm  the  latter;  under  which  I  havr 
coflfidered  our  obligations, 

I.  To  attend  public  worfhip  and  inftrnftion  on  this  day : 

3.  To  fpend  a  due  portion  of  it  in  the  more  private  ezer«. 
ttfts  of  pibty.  And  now  I  proceed  to  another  duty;  which  is, 

3.  To  reft  from  labour. 

This  10  not  fo  ftriftly  required  pf  Chriftiaaa  on  the  Lord's 
istft  as  it  was  of  Jews  on  the  fabbadi ;  to  whom  not  only  the 
fimrth  ccmmiandment  prohibited  work  in  general  terms,  but 
fiifther  and  more  particular  prohibitions  were  given,  and  the 
^hok  moil  feverely  enforced,  in  other  parts  of  their  law,  as 
I  bave  already  obferved  to  you.  Nor  would  milder  injunc* 
iMii  have  fuited  the  nature  of  Ae  people ;  whidi  required 
ihem  to  be  treated,  as  S^  Patd  takes  notice,  like  children 
wrier  age,  or  bond-fervants  * ;  to  whom  rules  are  always 
pcfcribed  more  minutely,  and  u  more  pun&ual  obfervance  of 
Aem  is  ekpeAM,  and  harflMr  puniflmnents  are  inflifted,  than 

Vol.  m.  Hh  after 
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after  they  arc  grown  up  to  years  of  greater  difcretion,  and 
more  capable  of  being  trufted  to  thenifelyes.  Indeed  the  moil 
rigorous  precautions  proved '  infufficient  to  make  that  way* 
ward  nation  regard,  long  together,  almoft  any  part  of  their 
religion,  before  the  captivity,  and  tp  enforce  the  obfervance 
of  the  Sabbath  even  after  it  *.  But  as  profanenefs  and  fa- 
perftition  very  naturally  prepare  the  way  for  each  other ;  fo 
when  at  length  they  had  recovered  from  the  former,  they  fell 
into  the  latter ;  and  fome  would  no^  fo  much  as  defend  their 
lives  on  this  day +,  others  would  not  cure  a  difeafe  J,  others 
would  condemn  the  flighteft  conunon  adion,  under  the  notion 
of  its  being  work ;  as  when  the  difciples  rubbed  a  few  ears 
of  corn  in  their  hands  to  eat  §  ;  which  the  Jews  at  this  day 
infiil  was  a  tranfgreiBon  of  the  law.  Nay,  they  are  gone 
farther  than  their  predeceiTors  in  our  Saviour's  time  j  for 
now  they  will  not  pull  one  of  their  cattle  out  of  a  pit  on  the 
Sabbath,  which  then  they  would  ||.  ye/us^  the  great  reflorer 
of  rational  piety,,  gave  them  the  moft  convincing  proofs,  that- 
they  were  never  bound  to  abftain  from  fuch  things  ^.  In- 
de^,  befides  his  other  arguments,  which  you  may  read  in  the 
gofpels,  a  fingle  rule,  alleged  by  him  on  more  occaGons  than 
one,,  that  God  will  have  mercy ^  and  not  facrifice^  afforded  the 
moft  fatisfadory  dire&ion  to  every  confiderate  noind*  For  if 
he  preferred  the  exercife  of  needful  humanity  and  goodoeis 
before  the  moil  facred  inftitutions  of  his  own  worlhip  (fo  that 
the  latter  might  be  omitted,,  if  el£s  an  opportnnity  of  the  for- 
mer would  be  loft),  undoubtedly  he  would  alio  choofe  mercy, 
rather  than  mere  reft  fronir  labour,  an  appointment  of  plainly 
inferior  rank.  As  for  fmall  and  inconfiderable  afHens,  they 
come  not  properly  under  the  denomination  of  work^;  and^ 
unlefs  forbidden  by  name,  were  always  to  be  deemed  objefts 
beneath  the  attention  of  the  law.  Nor  are  we  Chiifliaiia 
bound  to  the  fabie  rigour  of  external  obfervances  which  the 
Jews  were.  For  the  world  being  arrived  at  a  proper  mata- 
rity  for  it,  our  blefted  Red^enter  hath  delivered  all  the  chil- 
dren 
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dienofGod  from  that  fubjedion  to  thefe  elements,  which 
dieir  former  ftate  of  infancy  required,  and  placed  them  under 
the  milder  difcipline  of  a  more  ingenuous  and  manly  obedi- 
ence. Not  the  letter  therefore,  but  the  fpirit  and  equity  of 
die  precept  obliges  us ;  only  we  muft  remember,  that  to  abufe 
this  gracious  indulgence,  would  be  ingratitude  fuperadded  to 
profimenefis ;  and  that  our  concern  is,  neither  ftujndly  to  en^ 
Ungk  onrfelTes  again  with  the  yoke  of  bondage^  when  Cbrift 
lath  made  us  free  *,  nor  wickedly  t^e  our  liberty  for  an  pcca^ 
Jum  to  ibeJUft>\y  or  a  chai  of  malicioufnefs  %• 

To  prefenre  this  medium  hath  been  the  endeavour  of  his 
church,  by  prudeQtIy  accommedatiag  its  pradice  to  the  va- 
Tjing  circumfhnces  of  iucoeffi<!re  ages.  Whilft  the  powers  of 
this  world  were  Heathen,  and  many  believers  were  feiVants 
for  life  to  unbelieving  matters,  we  do  not  find  that  they  refi]«- 
fed  to  work,  when  commanded,  on  the  Lord's  day ;  weU 
weighing,  we  may  be  fare,  how  much  that  would  hurt  the 
caofe^of  Chriflianity ;  and  that  abftaining  from  labour  on  the 
day,  was  neither  fp  important  ia  itfelf,  as  meeting  for  wor- 
Ihip,  nor  founded  on  fuch  evident  authority  of  Qhriil  and  his 
spoftles,  who  probably  were  lefs  explicit  in  the  matter ;  be- 
canfe  an  injunAion  of  that  kind  would  both  have  expofed  the 
primitive  oonvefts  to  much  ill  treatment,  and  the  gofpel  it- 
felf to  much  calumny  and  fufpicion.  But  as  foon  as  ever  th,e 
mil  power  was  in  the  hands  of  Chriftians,  they  fhewed  their 
regard  to  the  day,  in  this  refped  as  well  as  others  { :  aqd 
though  they  did  not  call  it  the  Sabbath,  or  day  of  reft,  for 
many  hundreds  of  years  ||,  yet  they  made  it  fuch  immediate- 
I7;  only  with  fome  exceptions  in  particular  points,  which 
the  nature  of  things,  or  the  exigency  of  the  times,  appeared 
to  demand.  Concerning  thefe^  the  following  ages  differed 
Iron  each  other^  both  in  pradice  and  judgment ;  commonly 
indining  to  negligence;,  yet  fometimes  alfo  to  fuperftition. 
But  they  fell  imiverfally  into  one  very  great  imprudence^  of 
appointing  a  large  number  of  holidays  befides  the  Lord's 
day ;  which  degraded  that,  and  obftruded  needful  induftry . 
But  amongft  us,  this,  evil  was  redreffed  at  the  reformation, 

H  h  2  and 

•  GiL  ▼:  i.^^  t  Oal.  r.  xj.  \  i  Pet.  ii.  16. 

5  Cod.  L  3.  tit.  IS.  leg.  3. 

I  Heylifi,  part  ».  p.  60,  jScc.  ftith,  not  till  10^. 
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and  mattiers  wore  onoe  again  eftaUUhed  6ii  a  ti{(ht  CSotiog) 
till  a  fpirit  of  exceffive  ftriftnrfs  arofe,  and  kd  fome  to  aftct 
the  aeceffitj  of  aa  icrapuloasy  aad  as  gloomj  a  reft,  on  ant 
weekly  feftival,  as  rrer  tlie  Jews  had  dbfenmi  on  thiiit* 
Juft  apprchtn&ma  of  danger  Snm  hcnoa  naaoeoantnkfy  hv* 
tied  feveral  both  leaned  and  devout  aaCEa  into  the  oppofitt 
extreme,  without  feeing  it,  and  without  fitfpefting  (JMiwevai 
ftrange  it  may  appear  to  us  now),  that  any  harm  waa  to  be 
feared  on  that  fide  *.  Grievoo$  aaimofities  aocomponied  the 
difpute,  which  eontribnted  not  a  tittle  to  the  general  confii- 
fion  that  happened  foon  after.  Since  the  reftoradon,  opiniooi 
have  beaome  gradually  more  reafonable ;  bat  pzaftioe  hatk 
grown  fo  Yery  loofe,  notwithftanding  repeated  kwa  fat  the 
regulation  of  it,  that  few  need  be  told  what  ii  penaitfeed  m 
this  day ;  but  multitudes  want  much  to  be  reminded  of  what 
is  require^  and  forbidden. 

Now,  fe  much  reft  is  evidently  required,  as  will  fiifice  fiv 
tile  exercifes  of  religion,  public  and  private,  and  die  pnxpofes 
of  mercy  to  ourfelves,  our  fervants  and  our  cattle,  £aar  which 
'the  day  was  aj^ointed.  And  whoever  cohfiders  hov  many 
-and  important  tbefe  are,  and  that  diere  mnft  be  one  rale  fixed 
for  all  perfons  to  go  by,  cannot  £ul  to  fee,  that  no  oAer  w3I 
anfwer  the  end,  than  Aat  of  excluding  worldly  cares  and  em* 
^loyments,  as  much'  as  poffible,  firom  tnomiag  to  mffkU 
When  we  have  removed  ourfdves,  as  fiu:  as  we  can,  from 
common  bufiaefs,  it  is  mighty  apt  to  intnido  «poa  our 
thoughts,  and  drive  out  better  things.  But  how  fdudi  moie 
would  it  do  fo,  were  we  always  to  come  immediately  from  k 
hither^  and  return  immediately  to  it  again  ? 

Still,  fuch  woriu  as  are  neeeflary  for  die  fupport  of  lift^  or 
reftoring  fiok  perfons  to  health,  or  preferving  others  £romat« 
tacks  of  great  diforders  to  which  they  are  Uahle,  may  and 
muft  be  done  upon  the  Lord's  day  4  only  the  doers  of  dwm 
ihould  be  peculiarly  careful  to  f^nd  fome  of  die  reanader 
of  it  in  adis  of  piety,  which  they  too  often  fadly  negled* 

If  labour  of  any  other  fort  couid  be  ordinarify  perarittod 
on  this  day,  it  muft  be  that  cS  cultivating  the  earth,  and  ga^ 

tberiog 

*  Heylin  faith,  in  the  dedication  cf  hit  firft  part  to  the  Ki^t  that  *  in  fnch 
'  a  church  at  this,  there  was  no  fear  that  ever  the  I/Or<i*§  daf  would  have  httm 
overrun  by  the  profane  negfedl  of  aay  pious  duty  ou  that  dzj  nqidrcd.'* 
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timing  in  die  frmts  of  it ;  the  proper  £Dafon  For  wluch»  efpe«^ 
diUj  for  the  latter,  may  otherwiCe  be  loft.  And  aoQordinglj 
dowaoces  of  that  kind  hare,  been  formerly  granted  by  law  *• 
Bat  they  have  been  found  to  little  needful,  and  fo  liaUe  to 
ihde,  that  thefe  Icwa  hare  been  repealed,  and  that  of  Mo/is 
Tcfomed ;  JIm  Jays  Jkalt  tbou  wori ':  bui  on  tie  feveniif  iu 
mnag,  that  ia,  in  ploughing  time,  and  in  barvefi^  tboujbuk 
fifli.  Never,  I  believe,  hath  aiay  general  fcarcity,  feldom> 
if  cver^  any  great  diilrefi,  in  any  particular  place,  happened, 
axrely  by  obferving  dbis  rule*  But  were  the  breach  of  it 
iodnlged,  whenerer  the  perfem  cohce^ned  ihould  think  it  ne- 
^eSury^  tnipy  of  them  would  plead  the  neceifity  every  year^ 
nl  in  a  littk  while  throughout  the  year :  ib  their  {ervanta 
and  oattk  would  be  kept  to  ineeflant  toil ;  and  juft  diat  part 
of  the  woild  which  moft  needs  inftruAing  and  civilisung, 
that  is,  the  loweft,  would  hare  by  far  the  leaft  opportunity 
far  it. 

And  if  working  is  not  to  be  allowed  co  the  plea  of  neoeS- 
tyin  their  cafe,  much  kls  can  it  in  others^  where  the  urgency 
is  not  fo  great.  There  is  ao  occupation,  in  which  the  hd>our 
ef  €x  days  will  not  aaaintaan  a  diligeat  and  frugal  man  for 
ifas  leveath,  unlefs  he  wants  heaUi  and  ftrength,  or  is  buf- 
dsaed  with  a  helplefs  family  %  and  Acfe  things  entitle  him  to 
pdbtic  relief.  So  that  everjr  one  OKay  have  ieifure,  on  this 
day,  §ot  ferving  his  Maker,  for  improving  himfelf  in  his 
4a^,  for  teadung  thofa  vrfio  belong  to  him  thetta,  for  cnjoy- 
iag  aK»  a  comfortable  foare  of  eafe  and  refreihment.  And  if 
lay  one,  from  fordid  attachment  to  Us  own  intereft  and  pro- 
fit, is  unwiBnig  to  take  Ieifure  for  thefe  purpoCeB,  he  little 
aaderftands  what  bis  real  intereft  coofifts  in ;  and  foouU  not 
'%e  fiiSetedy  either  to  J^eep  fuch  as  are  imder  hiqi  febm  ^pend- 
ing this  portion  of  their  lives  better,  or  to  make  advantages 
'^ts  hiinfidf  by  kbour,  when  others,  foir  ftidf  gbod  reafons,  ab* 
Rsbi  from  it. 

The  laws  of  our  country,  therefore;  are  both  juft  and  wiib, 
in  prdiibitiag,  not  only  work,  but  (with  proper  exceptions) 
^jiag  and  felling  on  the  Lord's  day.    For  they  £11  up  the 

tisae 

*  Oaeiwtiig  fitft  mdc  t  Itw  for  this  ptirp^e,    ^od.  Kb.  3.  tit.  is.  leg;,  g. 
t  CicnL  mtT.  j|i. 
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time  ahd  thoughts,  and  detain  men  from  the  exercifes  of  re 
ligion,  as  effediuallj  as  more  fatiguing  employments  :  nor 
will  it  be  at  all  difficulty  with  a  little  contrivance,  to  avoid 
them.  And  it  is  both  irreligious  to  do  thiefe  things  neocSels- 
Ij,  and  cruel  alfo  to  force  others,  either  to  violate  their  con- 
fciences,  by  exercifing  their  callings  when  they  ought  not,  ox 
to  lofe  their  bufinefs,  by  refufing  to  tranfgrefs  their  duty. 
But  if  private  perfons  will  not  attend  to  fuch  confiderations, 
public  magiftrates,  as  guardians  of  the  laws,  flipuld  carefully 
fupport  the  innocent,  by  puniihing  the  guilty. 

Befides  thefe  ways  of  breaking  the  holy  reft  of  this  day, 
another  is,  needlefs  travelling  upon  it.  If  people  take  .jour. 
nies  then  about  their  Common  bufinefs,  it  is  as  diredlj  fol- 
lowing their  trade,  as  keeping  open  fliop.  If  the.^oumey  be 
the  only  bufinefs,  it  is  trefpafiing  on  the  quiet,  probably  too 
on  the  worfhip  of  the  day,  in  the  face  of  a}l  the  world.  And 
this  is  often  done  fo  abfolutely,  without  any  colour  of  fuffi- 
cient  reafon,  that  it  muft  be  mere  aSedation ;  furely  not  a 
proper  behaviour  towards  our  Maker,  nor  a  reputable  one 
amongff  our  fellow-creatures.  Poifibly  fome  of  the  great  ori- 
ginally took  it  up  as  a  diftindion :  but  whoever  will,  may 
very  eafily  diftinguifh  himfelf  in  the  fame  manner.  Indeed 
too  many,  both  of  middle  and  even  low  condition,  have  al« 
ready  learnt  to  do  fo :  go  out  early  on  parties  of  diverfioa 
and  aihufement,  from  which  they  return  late ;  throw  away 
the  moft  facred  portion  of  their  time,  and  not  a  little  of  their 
money,  on  foUics,  if  not  vices,  of  which  they  thus  acquire  a 
deftruAive  relilh  ;  leave  their  families,  if  they  have  any,  ex- 
pofed  to  all  manner  of  temptations  ;  and  fet  both  them  and 
their  acquaintance  an  example  of  difregard  to  duty,  and  of 
madhefs  for  pleafure,  too  likely  to  ruiu  them  in  this  life  and 
the  next. 

But  without  worldly  bufinefs,  and  without  ftirrixig  far 
from  their  own  houfes,  men  frequently  contrive  to  give  them- 
felves  but  little  reft«  and  their .  fervant^  yet  lefs  :  partly  by 
unneceflary  entertainments  and  company  at  home,  partly  by 
a  multitude  of  unnecefiary  vifits  abroad ;  which  between  them 
fo  employ  feveral  of  the  family,  if  not  the  whole,  that  fcarcc 
any  day  of  the  week  is  fo  void  of  leifure.  Now,  fuppofe 
thefe  occupations  w^re  ever  fo  far  from  being  laborious,  jet 
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kis  bj  no  xneans  fitting,  that  hours  allotted  to  pietj  ancl  re-' 
coOeftioafhoaM  be  confamed.and.fwallowed  up  in  a  hurrj  of 
trifles.  We  ought  to  allow  feafons  of  quiet  to  our  minds,  as 
well  as  our  bodies^  that  they  maj  cool  into  ferious  thought- 
fidnels ;  and  when  ihall  that  be^  if  not  on  this  daj  ?  We 
ought  likewife  to  afford  every  one  under  us  due  opportunities 
for  learning,  confidering,  refolving,  praying ;  and  give  them^ 
in  this  refped,  no  lefs  than  others,  what  is  jufi  and  equal  ^ 
homug  ihqt  we  al/o  have  a  Majler  in  heaven  *,  IS  they  defire 
it,  a  refufal  is  grofs  inhumanity.  If  they  defire  it  not,  they 
need  it  but  the  more.  And,  inftead  of  pleading,  that,  if  they 
had  yacant  time,  they  would  ufe  it  ill,  the  right  way  is,  to 
provide  it  for  them,  and  endeavour  that  they  may  ufe  it  well. 
Thus  at  leaft  wc^  fhall  have  done  our,  duty ;  which,  we  ihall 
afiiaUy  find  in  every  fenfe,  but  conftantly  in  the  beil,  is  con- 
fttldug  our  intereft. 

After  all  that  hath  been  faid,  there  may  fometimes  remaii\ 
doubts  concerning  the -extent  of  the  repofe,  enjoined  by  this 
precept.  And .  then  our  beft  rule  will  be,  on  the  one  hand, 
not  to  take  liberties  beyond  the  permiifion  of  the  laws,  and 
the  praftice  of  the  more  pious  and  confiderate  part  of  ou^ 
neighbours  ;  and,  on  the  other,  not  to  fcruple  what  propriety 
and  decency,  and  reafonable  convenience  require. 

But  farther,  as  hardly  any  one  is  capable  of  fpending  the 
whole,  and  very  few  near  the  whole^  of  our  day^of  reft  in  rcr 
ligious  exercifes,  to  good  purpofe,  it  will  be  requifite  to  in- 
quire, in  the  laft  place,  how  we  are  to  employ  the  intervals 
and  the  remainder  of  it,  which  we  need  not  or  cannot  employ 
thus. 

Now  there  is  nothing  more  fitly  joined  with  a&s  of  piety, 
than  ads  of  charity  ;  one  excellent  fpecies  of  which,  inftru&- 
ing  and  exhorting  thofe  who  belong  to  us,  hath  been  already 
mentioned  ;  and  extending  the  fame  good  office,  in  k  prudent 
manner,  farther,  as  occafion  ferves,  is  an  employment  admi- 
rably fuited  to  the  day.  Reconciling  ourfelves  upon  it  to  per- 
ibns,  between  whom  and  us  any  difpleafure  hath  been,  is  pe- 
culiarly recommended  by  the  reafon  of  the  thing,  as  well  as 
Jay  a  canon  of  our  chtlrch  f.  Vifiting  the  poor'and  fick,  not 
3  barely 

♦  Qol  ir,  I.  t  Can.  13. 
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barely  in  the  commcm  meaning  of  the  word,  mfii^  but  in  the 
fcriptursd  fenfe,  of  taking  a  kind  notice  of  their  wanta^  is  not 
onlj  direded  by  the  faooe  canon,  but  oonntenanoed  hj  St. 
Paul;  who  gave  an  order  both  to  the  Galatians  and  the  Co* 
rinthianSy  in  a  particular  exigency,  (which  is  equally  a  good 
rule  in  others,)  that  each  of  them,  on  ihejirfi  day  of  the  noeei^ 
ihotild  appropriate  fomething  towards  the  necrffities  of  the 
faints,  aj  God  hadftoffmred  bim  *.  And  it  is  one  deli|^tfid 
view  of  the  day,  to  look  on  it  as  confecrated,  amongft  other 
excellent  purpofes,  to  that  of  forming  and  executing  defigna  tf 
tendernefs  and  compaffion  to  our  diftrefTed  brethren. 

But  even  where  there  is  no  room  for  doing  what  is  oooi» 
monly  called  charity,  mere  friendly  intercourfe  and  coftFerfi^ 
tion,  with  our  relations,  neighbours  and  acquaintance,  (if  it 
take  not  up  too  much  time,)  is  a  demonftration  of  good  wffl, 
which  contributes  greatly  to  our  mutual  hap^e£i«  And 
Grod*s  providing  the  frequent  return  of  a  day,  when  all  the 
world  ihould  be  releafed  from  confinement  and  toil,  and  at  li-» 
berty  to  ihew  themfelves  in  the  moft  advantageous  and  plea- 
fing  light  to  each  other,  (a  liberty  which  few  in  proportion 
would  ever  enjoy,  were  it  not  for  this  their  Sabbath,)  is  an 
stdion  worthy  of  our  gracious  Maker,  and  of  unfpeakaUs 
moment  for  promoting  courtefy,  afiability,  and  kind  afto* 
tions.  But  it  is  more  efpecially  ufeful  for  fofitening  and  po- 
fifliing  the  jugged  tempers  and  manners  of  the  lower  fort  of 
men ;  who  ought,  on  many  accounts,  highly  to  value  their 
feftival  days,  which  one  of  the  principal  Heathen  phiIofi>phet^ 
Plato  faith,  the  Gods  appointed  in  pity  to  mankind  f.  it 
was  not  therefore  intended,  that  we  ihould  pais  our  Loid*i 
day  in  fuUen  retirement,  fhunning  human  converfe,  or  inftft- 
ing  each  other  with  melancholy*  The  Jews  were  bid  to  rv- 
joice  in  their  feafts  before  the  Lord  their  God  %•  Chriftitnf 
are  bid  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord  cdways  {•  And  a  very  ancient 
father,  ^ertuUian^  informs  us,  that  on  the  Sunday,  for  ib  lit 
calls  it,  they  indulged' pecvli^Ay  to  joy  fl,  as  well  diey  mi^ 
fince  he  who  d?ed/or  our  Jins^  then  rofefor  our  jufiifiaoion^^ 
Indeed,  would  we  but  praftife  Chriftianity  as  we  ought,  we 

Ihoold 

•  X  Cor.  xvi.  X,  a.  f  Plat,  dc  Leg.  L  %, 

\  Lev.  xxiii.  40.    Dcat.  xii.  i»,  x8.  xvi.  II.  xxTii.  7. 
S  Phil.  ir.  4.  g  Apol.  c.  16,  t  Ronu  ir,  35. 
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Ihonld  find  iu  promifes  of  pardon  and  ftrength,  its'  beneficial 
precepts,  and  glorious  profpeds,  the  aflurance  of  God's  love 
to  usy  and  the  exertion  of  our  own  love  to  him  and  our  fel- 
low-creatures, matter  of  the  highefl  joy,  both  within  our- 
fdves,  and  amongft  each  other.  And  we  are  much  to  blame, 
that  we  banilh  religions  topics  from  our  difcourfe ;  which 
might  be,  if  properly  introduced,  the  moll  delightful  part  of 
it.  Not  that  lower  fubjefts  of  agreeable  and  cheerful  con- 
Tcrfation  need  be  at  all  excluded  from  a  fliare  in  the  day  ;  for 
harmlefs  good  humour  is  an  amial>le  and  ufeful  virtue.  Only 
we  mo&  take  fingular  care  now  of  what  we  fhould  remember 
always,  that  nothing  cenforious  of  uncharitably,  nothing  pro* 
&iie  or  indecent,  nothing  too  light  and  ludicrous,  come  out  of 
our  mouths  ;  nothing  unworthy  of  rational  and  religious  peiv 
fons.  By  fuch  behaviomr  and  communication,  we  ihall  obferve 
the  full  import  of  the  prophet  IfaiaVs  diredion  to  the  Jews, 
that  they  ihould  honour  the  Sabbath ,  not  doing  their  own  ways^ 
nor  finding  Jheir  ownj^ka/ure,  norfpeaking  their  own  words  *. 
This  doth  not  meai\,  that  wbatfoever  was  pleafing  was  for  that 
reafon  to  be  avoided  by  them ;  but  that  exerxufes  of  pietj 
ought  then  to  be  their  chief  pleaTure ;  and  nothing  unfuitable 
to  them,  however  pleafing,  done  or  uttered.  They  were  not 
to  fay.  Our  lips  are  our  own  ;  who  is  Lord  osoer  us  f  /  but  at 
this  time  efpecially  to  prefer  innocence  before  indmation. 

And  as  cheerful  difcourfe  is  not  forbidden  on  the  day,  fo 
neither  is  a  cheerful  ufe  of  God's  creatures,  who  hath  given    •  •  - 

4W  richly  aUilnngs  to  enjoy  J.  The  religious  governor  Nehe^' 
miahj  after  the  people  had  been  aflembled  to  hear  the  law,  diC- 
mifled  them  with  thefe  words  r  Colour  way,  eat  the  fat ^  and  ^ 

irxnk  thefweet,  and  fend  portions  unto  them  for  whom  nothing 
it  prepared ;  for  this  day  is  idy  ^nto  our  Lord  J*  Aod  it  i(^ 
(aid  of  theBrft  Chriftians;,  immediately  after  the -mention  of 
their  worfliip,  as  if  it  followed  Immediately  after,  that  they  ^ 

did  eat  their  meat  with  gladnefs,  andfnglenefs  of  hearty  praifing  ' 

Goi||.     But  then  both  over  plentiful  indulgence,  and^luxu*  -i 

nous  delicacy,  making  the  gratification  of  our  appetite  a  fe-  i 

rious  ftudy,  or  in  the  exprefEve  language  of  fcripture,  a  Cod  .  j 

Vol.  ni.  I  i  of  /    ] 
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of  our  ieify  *,  IS  very  inconfiftcnt,  not  only  with  the  bufinefs 
of  the  day,  but  with  our  whole  profeflion.  And  yet  more  fo 
are  intemperance  and  debauchery,  which  pro&ne  our  Sabbath 
beyond  comparifon  worfe  than  labouring  upon  it  would  do ; 
pervert  it  from  the  fervice  of  God  to  that  of  the  devil ;  ai«l 
make  it  a  public  mifchief  inilead  of  a  bleffing.  To  prevent 
this  therefore,  every  one  ought  carefully  to  watch  over  hxm- 
fclf,  parents  over  their  children,  heads  of  houfes  over  their 
families,  an4  magiilrates  over  the  whole  conununity.  For 
very  few  things  would  either  do  inferiors  more  good,  or  en- 
title fuperiors  to  a  larger  (hare  of  divine  favour,  than  if  the 
latter  would  enable  themfelves  to  fay,  with  the  excellent  go-i 
vernor  above-mentioned :  /  commanded  to  fanBify  the  Sab^ 
iath'day  i  Remember  me,  0  my  God^  concerning  tbis^  andjpare 
msy  according  to  the  greatnefs  of  thy  mercy  f^ 
,  But  here  a  queftion  may  be  put :  Suppofing  vice  be  avoid-* 
cd,  may  not  amufements  an4  diverfions  be  allowed  ?  Now, 
in  the  firft  place,  who  are  they  that  aik  this  ?  Perfon^  that 
neglefi  religious  duties.  They  have  no  right  to  aik  it.  Let 
them  do  what  is  cQnmianded  on  the  day^  before  they  examine 
what  is  permitted ;  elfe  their  inquiry  comes  only  to  this,  l^Tie- 
(her  they  naay  difregard  it  from  beginning  to  end  ?  For  fuch 
to  plead  for  relaxations  after  the  bufinefs  of  the  day  is  over, 
wheU],  God  knows,  their  whole  bufinefs  upon  it  hath  been  idle- 
nefs  or  worfe,  is  beyond  meafare  abfurd.  And,  Aercfore, 
when  fome  recreations  on  Sunday,  in  the  afternoon,  were  un- 
advifedly  permitted  by  authority,  for  a  while,  above  an  hun- 
dred years  ago,  they  who  had  not  firft  attended  both  morning 
and  evening  fervice,  were  exprefsly  forbidden  to  partake  of 
them.  And  of  thofe  who  do  attend  the  fervice  of  God,  very 
few  defire  theni.  Such  of  the  labouring  and  lower  fort  of  the 
trading  people,  as  profefs^  any  feriouihefs,  are  well  content 
with  indulging  themfelves  afterwards  at  home  in  anoicaUe 
converfatipn,  or  abroad  in  a  friendly  vifit,  or  the  refreihmeat 
of  going  for  a  while  to  contemplate  the  beauties  of  the  crea- 
tion, which  this  day  was  appointed,  amongft  other  things,  to 
'  f ommemofate.  And  they  are  very  fenfible,  that  taking  liber- 
ties at  all,  confiderably  greater,  would  be  un^t  and  uniafe. 

The 
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The  minds  of  men,  even  while  they  were  at  church,  would 
be  running  on  the  diverfions  that  were  to  follow  :  The j  would 
be  tempted  by  them  to  negled^  perhaps  entirelj,  religious 
ezercifes  in  private :  their  amufements  would  grow  to  be 
li^  and  indecent,  or  tumultuous  and  mifchlevous^  or  both  : 
ej^ences  and  exceiTeSy  drunkennefs  and  debaucheries^  quarrels 
tod  diforders,  would  attend  them :  the  day  would  come  bj 
depees  to  be  regarded  as  a  daj  of  fport  onlj ;  and  if  once 
pious  thoughts  were  baniihed  at  the  time  peculiarly  appointed 
for  them^, when  would  they  find  a  place  in  our  hearts  ? 

Now  If  /thefe  confiderations  ought  to  weigh,  and  do  weigh, 
with  thofe  who  are  almoft  cpnfiantly  kept  to  bufinefs^  ahd  for 
whom  alone,  on  that  account,  the  recreations  formerly  allow- 
ed, were  intended  and  calculated ;  much  more  may  they,  who 
have  leifure  for  them  nearly  as  often  as  they  will, .  and  per- 
haps employ  a  great  deal  too  much  of  the  remainder  of  the 
week  in  them,  afford  without  murmuring  to  diftinguifli  one 
day  in  feven,  by  abftaining  from  them.    Still  the  few  of  thofe, 
who  do  nc^  abftain  from  them,  and  yet  behave  like  ferious 
perfons  in  other  inftances,  ought  to  be  refpeded  as  fuch ;  and 
judged  of,  in  this  particular,  with  moderation  and  charity^ 
But  furely,  at  the  fame  time,  they  ihould  be  aiked,  Where  is 
the  need,  where  is  the  good>  of  thefe  indulgences  of  yours  on 
the  Lord's  day?     If  you  are  very  fond  of  them,  you  ought, 
8s  reafonable  creatures,  and  moral  agents,  to  mortify  a  fond- 
neis,  for  which  you  can  have  no  juft  ground.     And  if  you  are 
Vidifferent  about  them,  fpr  what  caufe  do  you  afFeft  to  make 
this  innovation :  contrary,  we  apprehend,  to  religion ;  con- 
trary, you  muft  own,  to  the  laws  and  ufages  of  your  country? 
Is  it  to  fhew,  that  you  think  farther  than  the  vulgar  ?     Shew 
it  in  fomewhat  better.     Indeed^  think  a  little  farther  ftill,  and 
yon  will  fee,  .ths^t  compliance  with  wife  cuftoms,  is  a  wife 
thing.     And  why  is  not  that  cuftom  fuch,  which  hath  ob« 
tained  univerfally  amongft  us,  till  of  late^  in  this  matter  ?    Is 
the  obfervation  of  this  day  grown  fo  exceffively  ftri^  within 
thefe  few  years,  that  there  is  a  neceility  of  taking  new  me- 
thods to  relax  it  ?     Are  all  your  fervants  grown  fo  immode- 
rately fcrupulous,  that  you  mufl  try  to  weaken  the  force  of 
principle  in  them,  by  giving  them  to  underftand,  that  you 

have  but  little  of  it  yourfelves  ?     For  while  they  conceive 
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you  to  violate  the  Sabbath,  thej  will  conceive  jon  to  difre* 
gard  God.  Is  this  then  the  light,  iii  which  you  would  have 
them ;  in  which  you  would  have  other  ferious  perfons  confider 
you  ?  Whether  they  will  inveigh  againft  you,  or  only  grieve 
for  you,  why  ihould  you  give  them  caufe  to  do  either  ?  Why 
ihould  you  countenance  and  encourage  the  profane,  tempt  die 
confcientious.  By  your  example,  to  do  what  they  inwardly 
condemn,  or  help  to  make  them  look  ridiculous,  if  they  fbuuf 
out  ?  But,  indeed,  could  you  bring  all  people  into  your  own 
opinion,  would  it  be  deiirable  ?  Are  not  amufements,  9ni 
particularly  that  of  play,  grown  much  too  general,  and  fre- 
quent, and  expenfive,  already  ?  And  why  would  you  increafe 
it  thus  ?  Why  would  you  have' the  lower  part  of  the  world, 
whom  happily  their  buJinefs  preferves  from  fuch  things  on 
other  days,  come  to  think  them  lajvful  on  this,  when  thcj 
have  full  leifure  for.  them,  and  may  argue  very  plaufibly  in 
favour  of  their  own  inclinations  from  the  pradice  of  their  fu- 
periors  ?  Mull  not  the  introdudion  of  thefe  liberties  probo^ 
bly  keep  them  often  from  church,,  almoft'  always  from  being 
the  better  for  going  thither ;  give  them  quite  a  wrong  turn, 
wafte  their  fmall  profits  and  earnings,  and  drive  them  to  ma- 
ny unjuft  methods  of  repairing  their  lofles  and  fupplying  tbeir 
extravagancies  j  by  which^  I  need  not  tell  you,  their  betters- 
muft  be  fufierers  ?  Oh  thefe  accounts,  an  author,  not  fufpefi- 
ed  of  any  religion,  whom  I  quoted  in  iijy  firft  difcourfe  on 
this  fubjeft,  had  however  policy  enough  to  fee,  and  lay  it 
down  for  a  rule,  that  diverfions  ought  to  be  ftridly  prohibited 
on  the  Lord's  day.  Indeed,  beiides  thefe  particular  bad  ef- 
fects, the  ufe  of  them  on  that  day  niuft  contribute  in  general 
to  perpetuate,^.  without  intermiilion,  an  eagemefs  for  pleafure 
and  entertainment,  irreconcileable  with  a  fpirit  of  piety,  and 
to  exclude  ferious  thought  even  at  the  moft  (erious  times. 

It  halh  been  faid,  that  fuch  employment  is  better  than  taUi- 
ing  and  hearing  fcandal.  But  I  am  afraid  the  former  by  no 
means  prevents  the  latter.  Or  fay  it  did,  where  is  the  neccf- 
fity  of  either  ?  If  our  amufement*  alone  reftrain  us  from 
evil-fpeaking,  we  fhould  put  ourfelves  without  delay  under 
the  influence  of  better  motives.  It  hath  been  pleaded  alfo,  that 
diverfions  are  ufed  in  other  countries  on  Sunday  evenings, 
without  harm.     But  in  fome  they  are  ufed  at  that  time,  bc- 

canie 
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onfe  thejconfider  the  Sunday  a9  oyer  at  that  time :  for  thej* 
kgin  to  obferve  it  ftri&lj  the  evening  before,  and  we  do  not* 
fiat  ftiU  many  of  them  think  even  this  an  infufficient  defence 
of  the  prafixce ;  though  travellers  maj  happen^  and  no  won- 
der, to  be  chiefly  acquainted  with  the  freer  fort.  That  it 
doth  no  harm,  is  eafily  faid,  but  hard  to  be  proved.  And 
were  it  to  do  but  little,  where  men  have  been  long  accuftomed 
to  it,  and  are  withheld,  by  a  more  general  ferioufnefs,  and  a 
feverer  exercife  of  authority,  from  abuling  it ;  yet  it  may  d^ 
infinite  mifchief,  where  it  comes  reconunended  by  the  charma 
of  novelty  $  and  is  fo  unlikely,  fo  impoffible,  to  be  confined 
within  moderate  bounds,  as  in  this  moft  licentious  nation. 
We  have  much  more  need  therefore  to  learn  from  fioreiga 
countries  their  praAice  of  going  to-  church  both  the  morning 
and  afternoon  of  the  day,  than  of  recreations  in  the  clofe  of  it: 
&r  it  is  extremely  perverfe  to  rejed  their  authority  in  the 
fermer  cafe,  while  we  rely  on  it  in  the  latter.  And  furdy, 
upon  the  whole,,  every  good,  every  prudent  perfon,  inftead  of 
bong  zealous  to  propagate  things  of  this  nature,  muft  iit 
caofe  to  difcourage  them,  at  leaft  by  abftaining  from  them  \ 
and  to  labour  in  every  way,  both  for  their  own  fakes  and  that 
6f  the  public,  to  preferve,  (what  there  is  much  want  of  in« 
^^^^^gO  ^'^  imaSl  remainder  of  Chriftianity  that  is  left  a- 
mongft  us.  Confidered  in  our  private  capacities,  our  bufinefs 
here  is,  not  to  pleafe  ourfelves  without  regard  to  confequen- 
ces,  but  (b  to  fpend  the  few  Skbbaths  and  few  days,  which  we 
have  to  come  on  earth,  that  we  may  be  qualified,  at  the  end  of 
tbem,  to  enter  into  that  eternal  Sabbath,  that  reft^  which  rt* 
mameth/or  the  people  of  God*  in  heaven.  And  confidered  as 
a  nation,  we  liave  great  caufe  to  remember,  for  our  direftion, 
the  promife  and  the  warning,  which  God  gave  the  Jews  for 
theirs :  If  thou  turn  away  thy  foot  from  the  Sabbath^  from, 
img  my  plea  fare  on  my  holy  day^  and  call  the  Sabbath  a  /&• ' 
Sght;  the  holy  of  the  Lord^  honourable — I  will  caufe  thee  to 
fide  upon  the  high  places  of  the  earthy  and  feed  thee  with  the 
heritage  of  Jacob  thy  father  t :  But  if  ye  wHl  not  hearken  unta 
fff,  to  hallow  the  Sabbath  day — l^will  kindle  afire  in  the  gates 
of^erufalem,  and  itfball  devour  the  palaces  thereof  andfhall 
^athe  qutnchedX. 
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Ok  the  Great,  but  Little  Understood,  Dutt  of  Mode- 
ration IN  Sentiment  and  Manners. 
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Zit  your  moderation  he  known  unto  ail  men.     He  Lord  u  at 

hand. 

THE  word  moderation  fignifies,  in  the  original^  that  rea- 
fonablencfs  of  mind,  which  curbs  the  exorbitancies  of  all 
our  paffions,  appetites  and  imaginations ;  confining  us  to  pre* 
per  flegrees  of  being  afiedted  bj  the  things  about  us,  and  of 
exerting  ourfelyes  in  relation  to  them :  from  which  larger 
meaning,  it  is  naturally  and  eafily  contraded  to  exprefs  more 
Specially  the  due  reftraints  of  defire  and  anger,  fear  and  for- 
row.  In  difcourfing  upon  it,,  therefore,  I  ihall  fo  treat  of  the 
temper  in  general,  as  sto  have  a  more  immediate  regard  to 
thcfe  i^ftances  of  it  in  particular,  whilft  I  endeavour  to  re- 
commend the  virtue  of  moderation : 

I.  From  its  cpnducivenefs  to  the  pradice  of  our  duty. 

II.  From  its  good  influence  on  the  happinefs  of  our  lives 
here  on  earth. 

III.  From  its  importance  to  that  fucceeding  ftate,  the  near 
approach  of  which  the  text  places  in  our  view. 

I.  I  would  ihew  how  conducive  the  keeping  all  our  inward 
movements  within  juft  limits,  is  to  the  praAice  of  our  duty. 
But  here  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  a  merely  natural  vehe- 
mence of  fpirit,  is  not  ftridly  an  afliual  fin,  though  it  be  one 
of  the  confequences  of  our  original  depravity,  which  we  have 
ufoally  much  caufe  to  lament.    For  it  always  puts  us  on  a 

harder 
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• 
harder  trial  than  perfons  of  a  cooler  temperament  have  to 

undergo.  Yet  ft  ill,  the  greater  is  our  Virtue  if  we  iland  this' 
trial ;  and  the  lefs  our  guilt,  if  we  fometimes  fail,  from  iiifir- 
mity  or  furprife.  But  if  we  aft  wrong,  through  grofs  neg|li« 
gcnce  or  deliberate  indulgence,  that  we  Were  ftrongly  iaclin- 
ed  to  it,  19  no  good  excufe  ;  for  as  we  could  liot  but  know 
onr  inclination,  we  ought  to  have  watched  againft  it,  and 
checked  it.  Therefore  it  is  not  the  warmth  of  temper  with 
which  we  are  bom,  and  againft  which  we  ftrive,  but  the  wiU 
fill  or  heedlefs  indulgence  of  it,  that  unfits  us  for  the  dtttieS( 
of  life. 

We  are  all  of  us  very  feniible,  in  the  main,  \^hat  thofe  du- 
ties are.  We  feldom  err  much  in  any  particular,  when  We 
really  deiire'  to  know  what  is  incumbent  on  us  :  the  fitnefs  of 
pious  and  virtuous  behaviour  is  evident  to  our  underftand^ 
ings,  and  the  efteem  of  it  natural  to  our  hearts.  A  ftrange^ 
to  human  affairs  would,  from  this  account,  immediately  am- 
dude,  that  furely  fcarce  any  one  ever  miffed  then  of  domg  ate 
he  ought.  We  are  unhappily  too  well  acquainted  with  thet& 
to  judge  thus ;  and  fee  the  .cafe  to  be  fo  very  much  otherwife, 
that,  had  we  no  other  guide  to  direft  our  inquiries  than  oii^ 
own  reafon,  it  would  be  impolBble  for  us  to  fay,  with  an^ 
certainty;  how  we  come  to  be  fo  inconfiftept  With  o\xlrfelVcs. 
But  when  once  the  fcripture  hath  taught  us,  that  we  have 
loll  the  primitive  ftrength  and  uprightnefs  i^  which  God 
created  man,  all  the  reft  is  eafy. 

For  we  arc  furrounded  here,  on  every  fide,  with  Wdrldl;^ 
objeds,  capable  of  giving  us  pleafure  and  pain  ;  and  of  ftir* 
ring  Up,  in  our  corrupted  natures,  exceffive  emotions  of  de- 
fire,  hope,  fear,  anger,  forrow.  Thefe  paffibns  importunately 
foUcIt  our  attention  ;  and,  according  to  the  degree  in  which 
they  are  gratified,  engrofs  it  to  tliemfelves,  tiU  wefindfo  many 
earthly  things  to  long  after  or  to  dread,  to  love  or  to  hate,  "to 
riejoice  in  or  to  lament ;  and  that  with  fuch  immoderate  ear- 
neftnefs,  that  virtue  and  religion  are.  feldom  thought  of,  and 
feldomer  ftiU  to  any  good  purpofe  :  their  obligations  are,  at 
Fome  times,  with  miferable  fubtlety  eluded ;  and  at  others 
refolntdy  and  defperatdy  broken  through,  even  when  we  fee 
^\ax  wf  are  doing,  and  fee  die  confequences. 

€  Thefo 
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Thefe  are  the  dailj  eiFeds  of  being  too  ftronglj  moved  bj 
xhfs  things  of  this  life.  And  they  are  bitter  ftreams,  that  wid 
£ow  till  the  fountain  of  our  hearts  *  is  healed  ^oA  purified  hy 
ftdth  t^  in  that  grace  which  our  blefled  Lord  hath  procured 
for  us  bj  his  death,  and  offers  to  us  in  his  gofpel.  Whatever 
we  allow  to  make  the  greateft  imprefEon  upon  our  mmds, 
that  will  have  the  greateft  influence  on  our  condud;  and  bj 
4legrees  exclude  every  thing  elfe.  It  is  our  Saviour's  deter- 
;minationy  that  no  man  canjerve  two  maJUrs  %  »  that  is,  when 
their  commands  interfere.  We  may,  indeed,  change  from 
one  to  another,  and  fo  be  faithful  to  neither,  and  difplesfe 
both.  But  whatever  we  permit  for  the  prefent  to  engage 
our  attention,  that  for  the  prefent  we  ihall  purfue,  and  pais 
hj  or  trample  upon  every  thing  elfe  which  may  ftand  in  our 
way  tp  it.  Thus,  If  we  mdulge  confiderably  the  love  of  plea- 
f ure,  of  gain,  of  advancement,  We  may  delign  indeed,  or  tUak 
we  defign,  along  with  it,  to  keep  within  the  bounds  of  tem- 
perance, of  juftice,  of  humility,  and  preferve  a  due  regard  to 
the  interefts  of  a  future  iftate  %  but  thefe  purpofes  wUl  be  in- 
effe&ual :  the  objeds  to  which  our  fallen  nature  is  pnme^ 
will,  by  the  help  of  but  a  little  partiality  in  their  fkvour,  fill 
our  fouls,  and  bias  our  a&ions.  Again :  if  we  fuffer  oar- 
felves  to  be  difcompofed  by  the  happinefs  of  others,  we  ihaH 
^row  envious  \  if  by  injuries  from  others,  we  fhall  grow  I^- 
vengefuL  If  we  let  the  more  harmleis  paffions  of  fear  and 
forrow  become  predominant,  we  (haU  unfit  ourfelves  for  ufe- 
iulnefs  in  our  ftations,  and  weaken  our  fenfe  of  gratitude  for 
the  bleflings  of  life.  If  we  only  give  -a  loofe  to  unmeaning 
fancy  and  caprice,  we  ihall  degrade  the  dignity  of  our  fpecies, 
and  be  hurried,  not  only  into  folly,  b.ut  fin.  In  what  way 
foever  inclination  bears  us  along,  beyond  the  fober  didates 
of  reafon,  we  ihall  be  continually,  and  almoft  ^rrefiftibly, 
tempted  to  overlook  and  tran^refs  thofe  rules  of  duty,  which 
a  better  command  pf  ourfelves  would  have  enabled  us  to  per* 
jceive^  and  difpofed  us  to  obferve. 

Our  Maker  ezpe&s  from  us,  that  we  ihould  firft  mealure 
the  value  of  things  rightly,  then  efteem  them  fuitably  to  it. 

And 
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And  almoft  the  only  error  by  which  we  fail  of  thisj  is  being 
affeded  too  much  by  the  concerns  of  the  prcfent  world,  and 
from  thence  too  little  by  thofe  of  the  next.  There  is,  it  mull 
be  owned;  a  great  variety  of  wickednefs  amongft  men,  and 
fins  dircftly  oppofite  to  each  other.  But  m  onct  point  they 
agree  notwithilanding ;  that. the  commiflion  of  them  aU  h 
ptzdj  owing  to  the  fame  inconfiderate  eagemefs,  by  whicH 
we  paint  to  ourfelves  things  here  below  in  much  too  ftrong 
c«lours,  and  receive  fuch  deep  impreflions  from  them,  as  ef-* 
bee,  for  the  time  at  Ipaft,  all  the  didates  of  prudence  and  df 
coofcience.  Indeed,  over-much  vehemence,  evto  in  matters 
that  apipear  to  have  no  tendency  towards  gnilt,  is  both  wrong 
in  itfelf,  and  habituates  men  to  the  fame  vehemence  on  worfe 
occafions.  Nay,  zeal  for  things  that  fjeem,  or  even  are,  good 
and  laudable,  if  it  exceed  bounds,  frequently  mifguides  great  ^ 
numbers,  either  to  miftake  very  ilrangely  what  they  meap  to 
aim  at^  or  to  ufe  methods  for  attaining  it  which  are  quite  un- 
joftifiable*  This  hath  been  fo  dreadfully  the  <;afe  in  political 
and  religious  difputes,  that  every  one  difpofed  to  uncommon  * 
heat  about  either,  hath  peculiar  need  to  examine  his  heart, 
whether  what  he  impgines  to  be  neceflary  earneflnefs  in  the 
caufc  of  God  or  his  country,  be  not  wholly  or  in  part  finful 
impetuofity;  and  to  watch  carefully  againft  that  extreme^ 
which  may  be  as  bad,  or  worfe  than  the  lukewarm  indiffer- 
eace  of  others. 

Moderation  then,  about  every  thing  relative  to  this  worlds 
is  highly  requifitc  for  the  practice  of  our  duty.     I  proceed 
now  to  (hew  you, 
II.  That  it  is  not  lefs  for  the  prefent  happinefs  of  our  lives. 
Every  one  of  our  pailions,  appetites  and  inclinations,  when 
raifcd  too  .high,  is  capable  of  giving  us  very  uneafy  agitations 
of  mind ;  and  fome,  if  indulged  at  all  beyond  reafon,  are 
grievoufly  painful  to  ourfelves,  and  many  ways  prejudicial  to 
thofe  amongft  whom  we  live.     They,  of  courfe,  will  be  en- 
ticed or  provoked  to  the  fame  unreafonablenefs  of  which  they 
have  feen  os  guilty :  and  thus  it  is,  that  iins  and  fufiferings 
propagate  one  another,  and  increafe  without  end.     But  here 
I  would  confider  more  diftii;£Uy  the  bad  confequ^nces  of  im^- 
inoderate  defire  and  anger,  fear  and  grief. 
Vol.  III.  Kk  They 
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They' that  will  not  reftrain  their  deiires,^  muft  often  car- 
neftly  wifli  for  fatisfaftibh,  which  they  cannot  in  the  leaft 
hope  tb  obtain  ;  and  this  direftly  brings  on  repinings,  de-^ 
fpondcnce,  mifery.  And  ufually  fuch  asr  do  hope,  will  alfo 
fear  j  and  contxniie,  perhaps  a  long  time,  in  a  very  difagree- 
able  fufpenfe  between  bctfh.  Or  let  hope,  if  it  can,  be  f(y 
flrong  as  to  exclude  fear,*  and  full  expedlation  give  the  utmoft 
pleafure,  not  to  fay,  that  fach  pkafure,  •  whilft  it  lafts,  is  tu- 
multuous, wafl^s  the  fpirits,  and 'wears  the  frame  ;  only  thlA 
how  often,  in  a  world  fo  uncertain,  it' will' vanifli  all  at  once; 
and  what  effeSs  a  fudden  fall  from  thi»  patadife  muft  have 
on  a  mind  impatient  and  lindifc^plihed  I  But  fuppofing  no 
fuch  difappointraent  to  happen ;  perfons  of  an  eagef  and  reft- 
kfs  temper;  after  gaining  one  point,  are  apt  to  be  immediate* 
ly  julbas  folicitotis  about  another ;  fo  they  are  always  in  pur- 
fuit,  and  never  contented.  What  hath  man  of  all  his  labour^ 
and  of  the  vexation  of  his  hearty  wherein  he  hath  laboured  un- 
der the  fun  P  jilt  his  days  are  forrows^  and  his  travel  grief: 
yeay  his  heart  taketh  not  refi  in  the  night.  This  alfo  is  va- 
nity*. Very  gentle  and  governabk  defires  would  fufficiehtly 
excite  us  to  confifler  wh^t  is  really  worth  arcquirifig^'and  td 
beftow  upon  if  the  labour  which  it  defervei.  Ke&des,  not 
uncommonly  pebple  mifi  the  objeft  of  their  wiflics,  merely 
by  over-great  anxiety  about  obtaining  it.  And  being  anxions 
for  any  thing  beyond  its  capacity  of  giving  us  true  happioe&, 
can  do  us  no  fervicfe,  but  muclT  harm  it  cafily  may.  Now, 
that  the  feveral  things  which  mankind  run  after  fo  paffion^ 
ately,  do  not  make  them  happy,  is  a  notorious  faft.  Every- 
day we  fee  thofe,  who  have  been  the  moft  fuccefsful  in  the 
race,  ay-miferable  as  any  ;  or  we  might  fee  it,  if  we  would, 
with  the  leaft  refleftion.  '  And  to  ii^hat  is '  it  then  that  thcjr 
are  facrificing  the  real  prefent  enjoyment  of  their  beings  ? 

Another  paflion,  in  which  we  are  extremely  prone  to  be 
cxceffive,  and  wretched  by  the  excefs,  is  anger.  We  let  very 
fmall  mattere  move  us  very  greatly ;  fomctimes  imaginaij" 
faults  of  others  ;  and  fo  we  difquiet  and  torment  ourfelvcs, 
as  well  as  them,  without  any  manner  of  caufe.  A  little  ftudjr 
of  moderation  would  preyent  all  this,  and  more  evil ;  would 

fuppixfc 
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fupprefs  that  abfurd  unreafonablenefsy  which  puts  us  often, 
out  of  humour,  and  now  and  then  violentlj,  without  know- 
ing why  we  are  fo  ;  would  teach  us  to  diftinguilh  (which  we 
commonly  forget  to  do)>  thofe  who  have  not  offended  us  from 
thofe  who  have  \  and  would  never  allow  us  to  puniih  the  in- 
nocent with  the  guilty.  For  want  of  this,  refentment  hoils 
within  us,  and  .perhaps  flames  out  to  our  extreme  hurt,  in 
feveral  refpedls,  againft  fuch  -as  very  innocently,  from  acci- 
dent or  ignorance,  or  a  juft  regard  -to  themfclves  or  their 
friends,  or,  it  may  be,  a  kind  one. to  us,  (land  in  the  way<>f 
any  thing  that  we  want  to  do  or  have,  But^ven  ;fu0pofing 
that  men  really  treat  us  ill,  yet  it  muft  be  our  wifdom  and 
ear  iotereft  to  confider  coolly  what  alleviations  may  be  .plead- 
ed; what  miftake  or  inadvertenoe  of  theirs,  what  indifcretion 
of  oars,  or  fuggeilion  of  others,  may  have  occafioned  the  mif- 
demeanor.  And  a  calm  temper  will  prefume,  that  there  may 
1)e  alleviations,  where  none  appear.  Or  if  thiere  be. none,  it 
would  ftill  refled,  that  in  this  world  things  will  go  .wroug, 
sad  human  creatures  ad  ai^iifs  \  that  we  muft  prepare  our- 
felves  for  fui^h  events,  and  not  be  fhocked  at  them  \  that  the 
offender  is  our  brother,  whom  we  ovight  to  love ;  and  that, 
with  all  his  faults,  we  are  but  too  like  him  ;  fubjeft,  if  not 
Co  the  fame,  yet  to  others  ;  and  poffibly,  all  circumftancea 
weighed,  nearly  as  bad,  or  worfe.  Now,  fuch  refleftions, 
made  habitual,  would  contribute  unfpeakably  to  the  tranquil- 
iltyamd  comfort  of  »o.ur  lives.  Anger  always  gives  pain  to 
him  who  feels  it.;  and  we  ihould  avoid  feeling  that  pain  as 
much  as  we  can.  It.rifes  alfo,  with  amazing  fuddennefs,  aL 
moft  in  fpite  of  us,  if  once  we  give  it  vent,  to  the  moft  unex- 
pefied  and  pernicious  extremities.  Even  the  lower  degrees 
of  it  difpleafe,  and  are  intended  to  difpleafe,  the  perfons  againft 
whom  is  is  exprefled :  this  excites  them  to  make  fuch  returns 
«s  cannot  fail  to.be  uncafy  to  us,  but  often  do  us  great,  and 
lifting,  and  irreparable  mifchief :  and  from  hence  a  very 
large  part  of  the  mifcry  that  men  undergo,  proceeds.  We 
bavc  but  feldom  really  confiderable  provocations  ;  and  tliere- 
fore  it  b  abfurd  to  be  affefted,  as  if  we  had  them  frequently : 
and  how  confiderable  focver  they  may  be,  it  is  highly  impru*. 
dent  to  let  ourfelves  be'hurried  away,  wc  know  not  whither, 
hj  a  blind  and  injurious  rage,  the  parent  of  innumerable  in- 
K 1^  2      *  .conveniences 
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conveniences  and  fruitlcfs  repentance,  inftead  ^ipojfeffin^  our 
fouls  in  patience  *■ ;  and  eiideavopring  to  remove,  by  meekntft 
*ofviifdom\^  whatever  would  make  our  paflTage  through  life 
uncomfortable.  But  we  ought  to  be  fingularly  mild  towards 
thofe  who  in  reality  give  us  no  provocation ;  as  thej  certain- 
ly do  tiot,  who  only  prefume  to  differ  from  us  in  opinion,  be 
it  in  religion  or  politics,  or  any  other  point.  Yet  fuch  dif- 
ferences have  produced  more  of  that  wrath  of  marty  which 
worketb  not  the  right coufnefs  of  God  J,  more  bitter  conten- 
tions, and  more  ftiocklng  barbarities,  even  amongft  the  pro- 
feffed  difciples  of  the  meek  and  lo^wly  §  Jefus,  than  almofl  any 
other  caufe  hath  done  any  where  on  earth. 

Two  other  paffions,  nearly  allied,  which  often  run  tea 
tniferable  excefs,  are  fear  and  grief :  as  indeed,  when  defire 
of  and  delight  in  any  thing  of  this  world  is  too  vehement,  tbe 
apprehcnfion  of  lofing  it  will  be  vehement  in  proportion.  And 
therefore  we  muft  endeavour  to  moderate  the  two  fortner  of 
thefe  emotions,  if  we  would  moderate  the  latter  effeftuaflj. 
But  indeed,  we  can  often  be  much  affiided  on  parting  with 
that  in  which  we  had  little  pleafurc,  and  extremely  difturbcd 
with  fear  of  what  is  by  no  means  likely  to  happen  ;  or,  if  it 
ihould  happen,  would  do  us  but  little  harm  ;  and  will  certain- 
ly do  us  not  the  lefs,  but  the  more,  for  being  immoderatdj 
difquieted  about  it  beforehand,  or  grieved  at  it  afterwards. 
But  I  fhall  dwell  no  longer  on  thefe  two  paflions,  bccaufc  the 
weaknefs'  and  wretchedn^ifs  of  indulging  them  is  univerfallj 
acknowledged  ;  though  that  acknowledgment  is  far  from  put- 
ting men  fufficiently  on  their  guard  againft  them.  Only  it 
fliould  be  added  here,  that  avoiding  excefs  of  anxiety,  under 
the  troubles  of  life,  as  it  is  "a  very  common  meaning  of  the 
word  tranflated  moderation,  was  that,  in  all  likelihood,  which 
St.  Faul  had  chiefly  in  his  mind.  For'  it  immediately  fol- 
lows :  Be  careful  for  nothing;  hut  in  every  thing,  with  tbanij- 
giving,  let  your  requefls  he  made  known  unto  God :  and  tie 
peace  of  God  fhall  keep  your  hearts  and  minds,  through  Jefrt 
■ChriflW. 

Here,  therefore,  I  fhall   conclude   this  head.     For  there 
y'ould  be  no  end  of  reckoning  up  minutely  the  inftances  of 
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lieing  too  ftronglj  agitated  bj  worldly  things,  dnd  the  mif- 
diiefs  that  follow  it :.  precipitate  judgments,  rafb  refolutions, 
and  hafty  choices,  made  |nd  perfevered  in ;  partial  fondnefTes, 
uueafonable  averfioira,  endlefs  animofities,  obftinate  purfuita 
of  our  own  ruin ;  then  utter  difcontent  with  ourfelves,  the 
whole  world,  and  the  Maker  of  it  s  every  folly,  every  fin  and 
fiiffering,  of  which  an  ungoverned  mind  is  capable. 

Thus  then  the  prefent  wifdom  appears  of  diligently  culti- 
vating, and,  I  muft  add  (for  without  it  all  your  diligence  will 
be  in  vain),  earneftly  praying  for  that  calmnefs  and  tnodera^ 
tion  of  fpirit,  which  the  apoftle  requires  that  we  ihould  not 
only  have,  but  ibould  alfo  let  it  be  Jhiown  unto  all  men :  an 
expreiBon  comprehending  feveral  particulars  of  great  mo« 
meikt ;  that  we  fhould  not  be  fatisfied  with  our  own  opinion ; 
that  we  rule  our  paffions  well  (a  matter  about  which  we  are 
daily  deceived),  but  proceed  in  the  difcipline  of  them,  till 
every  one  elfe  allows  us  to  be  maftej-s  ;  that  the  good  effefts 
of  our  compofure  ihould  be  perceived  and  felt,  not  only  at 
fome  times,  and  by  fome  perfons,  but  always  by  all  who  are 
concerned  with  us  ^  and,  laftly,  that  we  ihould  be  careful  to 
fliew  the  world  around  us,  by  our  example,  fet  before  them 
with  decency  and  modefty,  how  poSible,  how  becoming,  how 
beneficial;  the  pradice  of  this  virtue  is. 

And  the  motive,  fubjoined  to  this  precept,  is  a  powerful 
one  indeed  4  which,  therefore,  I  propofed  to  lay  before'you 

III.  Its  importance  to  our  obtaining  a  favourable  fentence 
in  the  approaching  day  of  judgment,  and  eternal  blefTednefs 
in  our  future  life.  Let  your  moderation  be  known  unto  all 
men,     T%e  Lord  is  at  band. 

However  plainly  it  appears,  that  ft  rift  felf-government  is 
the  true  fecret  for  felf-enjoyment  here,  yet  the  whole  world 
hath  agreed  and  refolved  upon  it,  that  the  contrary  {hall  be 
true;  that  the  life  for  a  man  to  lead,  who  will  make  the  moft 
of  his  time  on  earth,  is  in  a  courfe  of  eager  defires,  vehement 
purfirits,  and  high  expedations,  unbounded  indulgence  in 
what  he  likes,  and  keen  refentments  againft  all  that  would 
difappoint  him.  Each  confirms  the  other  in  this  way  of 
thinking  and  adling.  That  we  fee  one  another  miferable  by 
it,  nay,  feefourfelves  to  be  fo,  this  avails  not ;  we  go  on  ftiU; 
and  fcarce  any  one  hath  the  courage  to  truft  himfelf,  and  call 
2  the 
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the  judgment  of  mankind  in  queftion.  If  it  muft  be  fo  then^ 
Lst  that  point  be  infilled  on  no  longer.  But  be  the  happinefs 
of  this  life  what  it  will  j  jet  if  this  Jife  be  not  all  j  if  it  be 
but  a  fmall  part  of  what  we  are  concerned  in,  it  will  defervc 
but  a  fmall  part  of  our  attention.  And  looking  on  human  af- 
fairs in  this  light,  will  foon  place  before  us  a  very  diSereiit 
fcene  from  that  which  ufually  attrads  jour  ejc.  Here  we  ar$ 
purfuing  pleafures,  riches,  rank,  pdwer^  fome  imaginatioa  or 
another,  belonging  folely  to  this  prcfent  ilate  jaf  things,  as  our 
great  good :  our  whole  hearts  are  engaged  and  overwhelmed 
in  fears  and  hopes,  and  jojs  and  forrows,  arifing  from  thefe 
#bjeds,  and  nothing  elfe ;  for  any  continuance  afie&s  thenu 
Yet  all  the  while,  this  prefent  ftate,  and  every  thing  in  it,  is 
confefTedly  a  trifle,  compared  to  that  eternal  one,  which  is  to 
follow.  What  are  we  ^bout  then,  and  how  unaccountably  do 
we  deceive  ourfelves  !  We  are  not  really  miferable,  if  things 
go  contrary  to  our  wiflie^  here:  W£  are  not  truly  happy,  if 
they  go  according  to  them.  This  world  looks  coniiderable, 
becaufe  its  objcds  are  near  and  glaring  ;  but  it  deludes  us. 
The  whole  that  we  have  to  do  with  it,  is  tlie  leaft  and  mean- 
eft  part  of  the  buiinefs  of  our  40^iilence  :  and  the  time  will 
,  come,  when  we  flball  fee  its  enjoyments  and  its  fuflferings,  all 
it  can  promife  or  threaten,  to  be  nothing  ^  and  that  the  dif- 
ference between  having  gone  through  it  in  profperous  or  ad- 
verfe  circumftances,  is  not  worth  mentioning*  Now,  whac 
we  fliall  fee  to  be  true  Ixereafter,  is  true  at  prefent :  and  we 
ihould  endeavour  to  be  aifedked  by  it  accordingly.  If  we  were, 
we  (hould  be  little  aifedled  by  any  thing  befides  ;  but  fhould 
pafs  our  days  in  a  happy  calm ;  and  pity  thofe,  who  volunta- 
rily fill  theirs  with  difturbance  and  hurry  ;  walk  in  ajbadov:^ 
and  difquiet  theirfelvcs  in  vain  *. 

But  the  thought  of  a  future  ftate  hath  a  yet  further  and 
ftronger  influence  in  this  cafe.  The  felicity  of  it  is  provided 
for  thofe  only,  who  have  made  themfelves  fit  for  it,  througli 
the  help  of  God's  grace,  by  an  innocent  behaviour,  and  reli- 
gious frame  of  foul ;  neither  of  which  is  confiftent  with  being 
attached  and  given  up  to  the  things  here  below.  A  heart 
and  affeclions  tied  down  to  them,  will  grow  like  them ;  be- 
come 
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come  earthly  and  bafe,  infefifiWe  of  pious  and  virtuous  move- 
ments, unmeet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  /mints  in  light*.  If 
any  man  love  the  world  inordinately,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
not  in  him  +.  They  are  different  fpirits,  thwarting  each  other 
continually ;  and  we  have  only  to  chufe  of  which  we  "V^dll  bc^ 
for  of  both  we  cannot. 

And  it  is  a  moft  weighty  conffderation  fowarcTs  determining 
our  choice,  that  the  time  which  we  have,  either  for  bufying 
and  gnitifying  ourfelves  here,  or  preparing  for  hereafter,  is 
6ffmall  duration.  IPov  the  Lord  is  at  hand.  All  that  we 
can  hope  or  dread,  enjoy  or  fulfer,  in  the  prefent  ftate,  will 
foon  be  over,  polTibly  very  foon  ;  and  all  that  we  can  do  to 
Qualify  us  for  the  next,  how  much  foever  we  want,  muft  bfe 
done  in  a  very  Ihort  fpace  of  time.  The  holy  and  felf- deny- 
ing J^us,  who  expefts  and  will  affift  us  to  imitate  him,  but 
will  caft  us  off  entirely  if  we  ncgleft  it,  he  hafh  faid,  Behold  I 
come  ^uicJtfy,  and  my  regard  is  with  fne^  to  give  to  every  man 
according  as  his  voorhfhdH  he  J.  The  truth  of  thefe  things 
we  all  know  ;  the  confequenceS  of  them  we  all  muft  fee  ;and 
xu>  words  can  make  them  plainer. 

Not  that  either  the  affcftions  or  the  appetites  of  our  natuce 
arc  to  be  extirpated,  but  only  confined  within  due  bounds. 
The  neceffaries  of  ea^h  one's  'condition  in  life  are  ftill  to  be 
provided,  becaufe  they  are  neceffaries.  The  duties,  which 
we  owe  to  each  oth^r  here,  are  diligently  to  be  done,  becaufe 
ftey  are  duties.  The  comforts  of  life  too,  as  they  ought  to 
be  thankfully  received,^  may  doubtlefs  be  cheerfully  ufed. 
Nsy,  even  as  to  the  lighter  amufements,  if  we  make  them  not 
a  bdinefsy  but  a  relaxation  only,  at  fit  times,  and  in  a  fit  de- 
gree; fince  our  infirmity  may  demand  a  little  of  them,  that 
Sttle  cannot  but  be  lawful.  It  is,,  in  truths  if  we  would  con- 
fider  juftly,  a  very  humbliftg  reflexion  to  think  we  need  them ; 
4ut  fince  we  do,,  fo  much  as  we  need  muft  be  innocent.  And 
to  perplex  ourfelves  with  fcruples  about  fmall  matters  of 
this  kindy  would  be  at  once  diftrufting  the  goodnefs  of  God, 
inftead  of  enjoying  it  properly  j  and  making  our  lives  uneafy 
to  ourfelves^  and  religion  unamiable  to  others.  But  though 
^WDi^  on  this  fide  ought  to  be  mentioned,  and  are  very  piti- 
able 
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able  When  they  happen  ;  yet  thej  are  far  from  being  comiDon. 
It  is  the  oppofite  extreme  that  mankind  in  general  want  to  be 
guarded  againft.  Let  u$  then  remember,  that  whatever  lengths 
we  go  in  the  indulgence  of  anj  inclination  beyond  what  is  oa 
one  account  or  another  plainly  requifite,  we  fhould  be  fure  to 
proceed  with  fcrious  caution  j  for  hUman  virtue  is  very  weak, 
and  the  folicitations  of  things  prefent  very  powerful.  In  rea- 
fon  indeed  they  are  of  fmall  moment ;  but  in  fad  they  are  in- 
finitely difiBcult  to  fit  loofe  to  them,  and  referve  our  fouls  for 
worthier  objeds. ,  ^ake  beed  therefore  to  yourfelvesy  that  you 
fay  not  in  your  hearts^  nty  Lord  delayeib  his  comings  and  ci- 
^ther  begin  to  fmite  your  feUow-fervants^  or  to  eat  and  dfinl 
with  th€  drunken  :  tale  heed^  lefl  your  hearts  he  overcharged 
*ivith  the  cares  or  the  pleafures,  the  refentments  or  the  forrows 
<fthis  life;  and  that  day  come  upon  you  unawares*.  For 
this  Ifayt  brethren^  the  time  isfbort.  ItTemaine^th^  that  thef 
that  weepf  ^e  as  though  they  wept  not ;  and  they  that  rejoiOf 
MS  though  they  rejoiced  not ;  they  that  buy,  as  though  they  p^J* 
feffed  not  ;  and  they  that  ufe  this  world,  as  though  they  ujri  U 
not.  For  thefafbion  ^  this  world  pcffetb  aivayi: 
\     ■  - 
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lif  memory  of  the  Juft  is  hhjfed  :  but  the  name  of  the  wicked 
Jhall  rot. 

TpROM  thefe  words  I  fliall  endeavour  to  fliew, 

J?    I.  How  great  a  concern  men  naturally  have  to  leave  an 

lioQoarable  memory  behind  them. 

II.  What  care  God  hath  taken^  that  both  the  good  and  the, 
lad  fliall  be  efteemed  after  death,  as  thej  dei'crve. 

III.  What  care  we  onghp  to  take  of  the  fame  thing. 

I.  That  men  have  naturally  an  earneft  folicitude  to  leave 
an  honourable  memory  behind  them. 

This  indeed  is  not  expreiTedi  but  evidently  implied  in  the 
text ;  which  being  doubtlefs  intended  as  a  motive  to  good  ac- 
tionsy  and  a  difcouragement  ffom  bad,  can  yet  be  neither,  un- 
lefs  mankind  are  influenced  by  regard  to  future  fame  :  which 
indeed  they  are  to  a  very  high  degree.  All  men,  in  all  ages, 
with  extremely  few  exceptions^  if  any^  have  both  defired  and 
endeavoured,  that  others  ihould  entertain  a  good  opinion  of 
them ;  and,  if  poffibk,  a  great  one.  To  this  purfuit,  multi- 
tudes have  facrificed  their  eafe,  their  intereft,  the.  deareft  of 
their  other  pallions,  and  their  lit^es  themfelves.  They  who 
have  failed  in  it,  have  given  the  ftrongeft,  andfometimes  molt' 
Blocking  and  fatal,  proofs  of  their  uneafinefs  :  tliey  who  have 
faccecded,  have  always  expreiTed  the  higheft  joy  in  the  ac- 
quifition,  and  been  celebrated  and  envied  as  happy  perfons. 
Even  the  loweft  part  of  the  world  have  thought  the  efteem 
rf  their  acquaintance,  were  the  circle  of  them  ever  fo  narrow 
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or  mean^  weQ  worth  having  :  And  the  nioil  deftitute  of  aqA 
confiderable  advantage  or  accomplifhment  to  J>e  valued  for^ 
have  ftill  fcit  up  f6me  claitn  to  reputation,  tJeere  it  a  tnfling; 
ivere  it  z  groundlefs,  were  it  an  abfurd  one,  rather  than  have 
none.  Thej,  who  know  thej  have  forfeited  their  title  to  a 
good  charader^  labour  hard  however,  hj  conoealing  and  pal-* 
lifting  matte9s>  to  retain  as  much  as  thej  can  of  it.  And 
even  the  abandoned  to  wickednefs,  who  know  their  fellow* 
creatures  in  general  muft  abhor  them,  ftiU  aim  at  a  litde 
comfort  from  the  wretched  applaufes  of  their  accompiioes. 
They  who  take  pains  to  get  over  the  love  of  reputation,  ma- 
nifeft,  in  fpite  of  themfelves,  theutmoft  fondnels  for  it,  when- 
ever thej  can  have  it ;  and  often  grievous  longings  after  it, 
in  thofe  very  cafes,  where  they  have  deftroyed  it  irrecovenh- 
biy  with  their  own. hands.  Even  they  who  afied  to  ridicule 
it  as  a  folly  and  a  cheat,  have  ufually  nothing  elfe  in  view 
than  to  obtain  it,  for  a  pretended  fagacity  in  dete&ing  the 
cheat.  Nay,  fuch  as  think  their  duty  binds  them  to  extirpate 
it  from  their  breafts,  as  a  frailty  and  a  fin,  certainty  diink  they 
deferve,  and  ahnoft  conftantly  ibew  they  exped,  much  the 
more  of  it  on  that  accoimt.  A  truly  good  perfon,  indeed,  will 
always,  in  the  firft  plaee,  /eet  tie  Lonour^  which  cometh^from 
God  only  *.  For  if  we  tove  thepraife  of  men  more  than  bis  t ; 
our  Saviour  hath  warned  us,  hj  the  example  of  the  Jews,  who 
were  highly  guilty  of  this  weakneis,  that  we  (hall  neither 
judge  nor  ad  as  we  ought.  And  it  would  be  a  juftly  ruinous 
miflake,  either  to  do  bad  things  i^r  the  favourable  opinion  of 
thofe  around  us,  or  good  things  to  hefeen  of  them  only,  aad 
ha'i}e  thar  for  our  reward  X  ;  inflead  oi  Jetting  God  atwaysh* 
fore  us  J,  zxAfeeiing  for  glory ^  honour  caid  immortality  ||,  by 
approving  our  hearts  and  lives  to  him.  But  ftill,  defire  of 
being  efleemed  by  our  fellow-creatures,  confiftently  with,  and 
in  fubordination  to,  our  Shaker's  approbation,  is  a  natural, 
and  therefore  an  innocent  paffion,  prompts  us  to  what  is  rights 
and  fupports  us  in  it ;  and  furely  we  have  need  of  every  fup- 
port.  Nor  doth  reafon  only,  but  revelation  reconunend  it  to 
xxs,  even  in  the  more  perfeft  difpenfation  of  die  New  Tefta- 

ment 
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a»nt  itfelf ;  exhorting  us  to  the  pradice  of  rightpoliIiie&  and 
peace  from  this  motive  :  ^  For  be  that  in  tbefe  things  ferveth 
Cbri/i,  is  acceptuble  to  Cod  aad  approved  of  men  *• 

But  we  not  onl  j  all  defire  an  honourable  repute,  each  ac- 
cording to  his  notion  of  it,  in  our  lifetime  ;  whilft  it  may  be 
ferviceable  to  us,  to  be  thought  weU  o^  and  muft  at  leaft  be 
pleafing  to  be  told  that  we  ans ;  but  we  have  «ameft  defires 
aUb  of  being  remembered,  as  much  to  our  advantage  as  pof- 
fiUe,  after  we  are  gone«  Accordingly,  influenced  bj  this 
hope,  we  both  do  and  fufier  a  great  deal  to  accompliih  things,  - 
the  credit  of  which  we  fhall  live  but  a  very  little  while  to  en- 
joy; nay,  which  perhaps  wtU  never  be -'known  till  we  are  ' 
dead :  we  vindicate  ourfelves  to  pofterity,  ii^ith  almoft  as  great 
i^licitude,  as  to  thofe  of  our  own  times  ;  and  feel  it  a  power- 
fal  fupport  under  the  heaviefi  cenfures  th^t  lie  upon  us  now, 
if  we  can  hope,  that  fuch  as  come  after  us,  will  judge  more 
impartially,  and  hold  us  in  efteeou 

Tet,  all  the  while,  we  have  little  oivno  imagination,  that 
we  ikall  be  then  within  reach  of  hearing  what  is  faid  of  us  ^ 
or,  m  any  manner  whatever,  benefited  by  praife,  or  hurt  by 
reproach-  For  wl\ich  reafon,  fome  men,  who  are  very  fen« 
fible  of  what  ufe  a  prefent  good  eharader  is,  have  treated  all 
coocem  for  polthumous  fame  at  a  mere  abfurdity  \  and  va- 
lued themfelves  upon  deteding  it»  Now  really  if  it  were 
one,  it  would  be  fo  palpable  a  one,  that  finding  it  out  would 
be  no  mighty  difcovery .  But  indeed  it  is  a  gracious  and  wife 
provifion  of  our  Maker,  for  the  happine&  of  bis  creatures : 
and  the  contraary  perfuafion  arifes,  not  from  depth  of  inquiry, 
but  faperficialnefs« 

In  many,  if  not  moft  things,  providence  hath  appointed  our 
pleafnre  here  below  to  proceed  much  more  from  purfuit  and 
expedation  beforehand,  than  from  enjoyment  afterwards  ;  by 
which  method,  we  have  plainly  fome  happineb  both  fooner 
and  furer,  than  if  it  began  only  with  the  attainment  of  our 
wiihes.  It  is  true,  we  muft  alfo  have  fome  difappointment 
from  hence ;  but  this  (befides  that  reafon  and  experience  will 
keep  it  from  being  excefSve),  may  by  religion  be  rendered 
extremely  ufeful ;  as  it  (hews,  that  complete  and  lafting  fa^- 

L  1  a  tisfaftiou 
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tisfad:ion  is  not  to  be  had.  on  earth.  Naj^  if  obtaining  oar 
defires  w^re  to  give  us  no  pleafure,  indeed  if  we^were  never 
to  obtain  them*  yet  the  pleafure  we  have  in  the  profped  of 
obtaining  them  would  certainly  be  valuable,  in  proportion  tp 
the  degree  of  it;  only  abating  for  the  uneafinefs  st*laft  of 
finding  ourfelyes  miflaken.  ]3ut  now,  in  the  cafe  before  as, 
though  it  were  allowed  that  perfons  do  not  enjoy,  after  their 
deaths,  the  reputation  in  which  they  are  then  held,  yet  they 
enjoy  it  long  before,  and  that  without  ^ny  abatement  to  &!• 
low  at  all :  for  furdy  they  are  not  uneafy  in  the  other  world, 
for  want  of  knowing  how  they  are  honoured  in  this. 

Befides,  as  virtuous  and  beneficent  adions  are  by  far  die 
moft  certain  way  of  procuring  any  durable  efteem  from  man- 
kind, fo  planting  in  us  a  defire  of  fuch  efteem  f  s  may  endnr* 
when  WQ  are  gone,  is  providing  no  fmall  fecurity  for  onr 
good  behaviour  h,ere ;  and,  confequently,  for  our  own  happi* 
nefs,  and  that  of  all  with  whom  we  are  concerned  ^  but  par- 
ticularly of  our  children,  relations  and  friends,  who  will 
doubtlefs  be  more  regarded  on  account  of  the  fair  charader 
that  we  have  left  behind  us,  and  incited  to  imitate  that  con^i 
dud  for  which  they  fee  our  memory  honoured* .  - 

So  that  this  principle,  far  from  being  an  impoiition  on 
mankind,  and  a  prejudice  to  be  rooted  out,  is  an  important 
blelling,  conferred  on  us  by  Hes^ven,  and  diligently  to  be  cbe- 
rifhed,  even  were  it  abfolutely  certain,  that  the  dead  neither 
have,  nor  ever  Ihall*  have,  any  knowledge  of  the  refped  that 
is  continued  to  them  after  their  deceafe.  .  £iut  indeed  it  is  bj 
no  means  certain,  that  good  perfons  departed  may  not,  in 
their  prefent  intermediate  ftate,  or  however  in  that  after  die 
laft  judgment,  receive  coafiderable  delight  from  knowmfTy 
fome  way  or  other,  that  the  chara£bers  which  they  have  de- 
ferved,  have  not  been  denied  them,  but  honourably  paid  by 
their  furvivors.  For  as  the  deiire  of  being  ellcemed,  is  a  na^ 
tural  principle,  and  one  which  worthy  men,  beyond  others, 
cultivate  and  improve,  why  ihould  we  doubt  of  its  fubfifting 
hereafter,  and  being  gratified  ?  It  is  true,  the  bleiled  in  hea- 
ven will  be  much  above  feeling  pain  from  any  injurious  treat- 
ment of  their  names  on  earth  ;  but  why  may  they  not  enjoj 
pleafure  from  a  juft  regard  (hewn  them  ?  efpeciaUy  as  this 
pleafure  comprehends  in  it  rejoicing  that  others  do  their  du- 
6  tj, 
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tj,  and  that  tao  fuch  a  part  of  their  -dutj,  as  muft  fihguIarljF 
encourage  the  general  praftice  of  virtue.  Befides,  the  good 
infinence  of  their  me^nory  is  one  way,  amongft  others;  bj 
which  they  hare  faithfully  endeavoured  to  be  ufeful  amongft 
men ;  and  why  fhould  not  the  knowledge^  that  they  have  in 
fome  degree  at  leaft  fucceeded,  be  one  ingredient  in  their  re- 
ward? 

No  wonder  then,  if  we  rejoice  now  in  the  profpeA  of  what 
we  may  hope  will  give  us  joy  to  all  eternity  :  no  wonder  if 
the  wife  fon  of  Siracb  direds  us  :  Have  regard  to  thy  n&me  ; 
for  thatjbail  continue  with  thee  above  a  tbovfand  great  trea* 
fiaru  of  gold.  A  good^  life  hath  buf  a  few  days  ;  but  a  good 
■  name  endurethfor  ever  ^  * 

StiD,  it  \%  extremely  evident  (and  yet  very  needful  to  re- 
mind men  who  are  firangely  forgetful  of  it),  that  all  this 
moft  be  cautiouily  underftood  of  fuch  reputation  only  as  is 
tmly  good ;  fought  from  proper  motives,  and  purfued  by 
proper  means.  For  if  people  affeft  to  be  admired  for  excel- 
lencies, which  they  have  not,  their  attempt  of  cheating  man- 
kind will  probably  be  as  vain,  as  it  is  certainly  unjuft.  If 
they  court  fame  by  qualifications  of  little  or  no  value,  all  that 
they  can  gain  by  it,  will  l?e  of  little  or  no  ufe  to  the  worM  or 
themfelves  ;  and  if  they  aim  at  it  by  methods  that  do  harm 
amongft  men,  th^  higher  their  ambition  rifes,  and  the  more' 
fiilly  it  fuccceds,  the  greater  mifery  they  will  bring  down, 
not  only  on  others,  but  on  thdr  own  heads  too.  Yet  how 
dreadfully  large  ^re  the  numbers  of  thofe  who  have  afpired 
to  reputation  by  the  moft  infignificant  accomplifhments  ;  ei». 
ther  from  not  knowing  them  to  be  fuch,  or  from  ^efpair  of 
acquiring  better  :  of  thofe,  who,  unwilling  to  labour  Honeftly 
for  a  charafter,  have  thought  to  purchafe  it  <:heaper  by  falfe^ 
hood  and  fraud ;  nay,  of  thofe  alfo,  who,  not  diftiRguiihing 
hetwcen  a  great  fame  and  a  good  one,  or,  however,  prefer- 
ring the  former  before  the  latter,  have  chofen  rather  to  be 
talked  of'  and  wondered  at  for  the  furprifing  things  which 
they  have  done  (however  mifchievous),  than  efteenied  and 
loved  for  fuch  beneficent  adions  as  they  had  in  their  power. 
And  every  one  of  thefe  not  only  goes  wrong  himfelf,  but  con- 
tributes 
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tributes  to  lead  others  ixito  the  fame  miftake,  or  to  prevent 
their  difcemiag  it»  'when  oAce  made. 

The  happineis  of  xnea,  therefore^  is  greatlj  concerned  in 
avoiding  fuch  errors ;  and,  as  we  are  fo  verj  apt  to  fall  iiito 
theoiy  the  goodnefs  of  God  is  rery  confpicaous  in  pointing 
them  out  fo  cl^axjy  ia  ficnpture  ;  not  pnlj  ftigmatizing  thofe 
%iohof€  glory  is  in  their  Jbame  *,  but  warning  us  againfl  fo  cx- 

^  wtkfre  an  admiratioQ,  even  of  things  in  themfelves  valuable, 
as  interferes  with  the  fup^r^or  regard  we  owe  to  real  piety 
and  virtue.     Let  not  the  wife  manghryw  bii  vjtfdom,  neither 

.  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his  mighty  let  not  the  rich  mas  glo- 
ry in  his  riches.  But  kt  him  tluxt  ghrieth^  gl^^y  i»  ^hisf  that 
he  underjiandeth  and  hnoweth  me,  that  J  am  the  ZarJf  Hohicb 
tnerctfe  loving-Jkindnefs,  judgment^  find  righteoufnefs  in  the 

^  earth  ;  /or  in  the/e  things  /  delight^  faith  the  Lordf,  And 
though  the  word  of  God  nioft  frequently  and  chiefij  infifis 
on  other  and  nobler  motives  to  a  d«^  regulaition  of  our  love 
of  fame,  jet  is  it  far  from  either  forgetting  or  ilighting  this 
inferior  one  i  that  bj  a  worthy  oondud  we  ihall  obtain  our 
4efire,  and  by  a  criminal  one  fail  pf  it  entirely.  For  the  me- 
mory of  the  jtifi  ii  blejffid ;  but  the  name  of  the  wicked  fiaH 
rot.  ■  Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  examine^ 

XL  What  cane  the  goodnefi  and  juftice  pf  God  have  taJuQ 
that  both  thefe  things  fball  be  fo« 

Now,  two  methods  which  he  hath  enoployed^  have  beea 
mentioned  already.  He  h^th  formed  the  hearts  of  men  to 
efteem  virtue^  and  abhor  wickednefs^  wherever  they  fee  or 
remember  it.  And  he  hath  made  the  happinefs  of  men,  pri« 
vate  and  public^  greatly  depend  on  the  encouraging  right  ac^ 
tions  by  as  durable  honours  as  they  can,  and  difcountenancing 
wrong  ones  by  as  lafting  infamy.  So  that  if  people  will  z& 
fuitably  either  to  their  beft  inward  principles^  or  their  evi- 
dent intereft,  God  hath  made  it  ifcure^  that  the  aiTertion  laid 
down  in  the  text  (hall  be  verified.  And  that,  befides  this 
general  provifion  founded  in  our  nature,  there  is  alfo  a  parti* 
cular  providence,  caufing  the  memory  of  the  juft  and  good  to 
flouriih  out  of  dieir  aihes,  and  blading  that  pf  the  wicked^ 
Rot  only  may  be  concluded,  with  very  probable  reafon,  from 

the 
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the  divine  attributes,  but  coUeded  from  cxprels  dedikrations 
of  iicripture  on  this  head.  Ithe  righteous  Jhall  be  bad  in  ever^ 
k^ing  remembrance  ?  bu  born  Jball  be  exalted  with  bonour* 
Tlf  ungodly  Jball  fee  ity  and  iiJhaU  grieve  him;  be  Jball  gnajb 
vfitb  bis  teeth,  and  cbnfume  away  :  the  defire  of  the  ungodly 
JboUperi/b  *,  and  the  candle  of  the  wicked  JbaU  he  put  out  f  • 

Dodoubtedlj  it  would  be  a  more  pleafing  confideration  ta. 
worthy  men,  ai^  feeminglj  a  moire  efficacious  one,  if  they 
ooald  always  hope,  that  prefent  refpeA  would  be  paid  to  their 
chara&ers  whilft  living,  as  well  as  future  to  their  memoriesr 
when  dead.     And  for'  the  moft  part  it  is  paid  in  a  good  mea« 
fore ;  at  leaft  by  fuch  perfons  as-  they  chiefly  defire  ihould 
approve  their  conduft  ;  and  in  fuch  proportions,  as  are.  very 
i    fufficient  to  give  them  fenfible  comfort  and  ipirit  to  go  on. 
'    But  ftiU  the  deficiencies  in  this  refped  are  great,  and'  the 
I    csufes  of  thofe  deficiencies  many.     Sometimes  the  imperfec* 
I    tkm  of  their  goodnefs,  fometimes  the  ftri&nefs  of  thofe  rules 
i    whidi  they  find  neceflary  to  preferve  it,  and  fometimes  dfo, 
I    ibr  it  moft  be  owned,  unneceflary  peculiarities,  and  impru« 
fences  which  obfcure  it  (a»  little  fisiults  Will  frequently  hide 
'    peat  excellencies) ;  thefe  things,  I  fay,  oftd^  hinder  very  va- 
hiaUe  men,  though.it  is  pky  the^  ftould,  froln  being  efteem- 
ed  in  any  tolerable  degree  like  what  they  ought  to  be.     And 
:    there  are  other  yet  greater  hindrances,  arifing  from  other 
quarters  :  from  the  madnefs  and  wickednefs  of  party  zeal ; 
from  the  hatred  of  the  vicious  and  irreligious  to  thofe  who 
i    often  muft  oppofe  them,  and  always  by  their  example  at  leaf! 
i    put  them  to  Ihame  ;  from  the'  envy  of  moderately  good  peo- 
'    pie,  to  fuch  as  one  way  or  other  come  in  competition  with 
ttiem ;  and  from  the  inattention  of  moft  people  to  prefent  me- 
rit, feen  faoiiliarly  by  them  every  day. 

But  ftiU,  neither  ought  thefe  things  to  be  any  difcourage- 
Hient  to  U6>  nor  are  they  any  ebjedion  to  the'wifdom  of  Pro* 
vidcace.  For,  on  the  whole,  it  would  probably  not  be  to  the 
advantage  of  good  perfons,  but  far  from  it,  to  have  all  the 
debt,  which  mankind  owes  them,^  paid  immediately.  It  might- 
csdaager  their  humility,  lead  them  to  an  uncharitable  cpn- 
tempt  of  others^  and  a  hazardous  conficlence  in  themfelves. 

Both. 
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Both  th^Ir  virtne  and  their  peace  would  be  lefs  fecore,  tlie 
'higher  their  reputation  was  raifed  \  and  the  more  thej  were 
influicnced  to  what  is  good  by  the  prefent  applaufe  of  men^ 
the  le£5  proof  they  would  give  to  their  own  hearts,  as  weU  as 
to  the  worlds  of  feekiing  the  future  approbation  of  God ;  aad 
of  a&ing  from  that  fiEuth  in  things  unfeen^  which  ought  to  be 
the  main  principle  of  their  conduft^  and  fhall  be  the  miin 
foundation  of  their  rewajrd.  Therefore,  inftead  of  being  (o 
angry  as*we  cpmmonly  are,  when  any  one  fails  of  doing  our 
charader  juftice  ^  were  they  to  do  it  ever  fo  mudi  injuftioe, 
we  fliould  throw  refentment  out  of  our  thoughts^  and  look 
upon  every  outrage  of  this  fort  as  a  means  of  improving  our- 
felves  'i  -and  indeed  as  one  good  mark,  that  we  are  in  fome  de- 
gree; fuch  as  we  ou^t*  For  it  is  ou|^  Saviour's  rule :  Ifyc 
Wire  of  the  worlds  the  world  would  love  bis  owm  /  but  becoMfe 
ye  are  not  of  the  worlds  but  J.  have  chofem  you  out  of  the  world, 
therefore  the  world  hatethyou**  Bleffed  are  ye  when  men 
fbaU  revile  you  and  perfecute  ynUy  and  fay  all  manner  ofevU 
^gednfi  you  falfely,  for,  lay  fake.  Rejoice  and  be  exceeding 
glad  ;  for  great  is  your  reward  in  heaven  :  for  Jo  perfecuted 
they  the  prophets,  which  were  before  you  f.  Wo  unto  yoifi  ' 
when  all  men  fhall f^ak  well  of  you :  for  fo  did  their  father i 
to  the  falfe  prophets  %,  \ 

But  when  once  good«men  are  removed  to  another Iftatc,^^ 
the  reafonSy  which  made  it  unfafe  for  them  to  receive  pfaite 
in  this^  are  over ;  and  mofl  of  the  reafons,  that  made  others 
unwilling  to  bellow  it,  are  over  too.  Oppoiitions  of  interefts 
are  then  ufually  at  an  end  \  party  animoiities  cool,  unjuft  im- 
putations difperfe  and  dear  up ;  fome  begin  to  recoiled,  that 
they  have  been  too  vehement  againft  thofe  that  are  gone; 
others,  that  they  have  been  too  negligent  of  them  i  their  lois 
is  felt  i  their  good  qualities  now  ftand  in  no  man's  way ;  their 
good  deeds  may  be  told  widiout  fufpicion  of  flattery  ;  over 
their  imperfedions  and  fingularities  a  veil  is  thrown,  partly 
by  time,  partly  by  common  humanity,  which  is  acknowledgeii 
peculiarly  due  to  the  aihes  of  the  dead  ;  we  are  furpri/ed,  that 
we  could  fail  of  difceming  their  worth  fooner  y  and  we  pay 
them  a  double  honour  in  their  graves,  by  way  of  amends  for 

what 
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vhst  we  defrauded  them  of  "before ;  not' to  fay,  that  now  and 
then  we  raife  them  a  little  higher,  in  hopes  of  deprelling  fome 
that  farvive. 

fij  thefe  means  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  though  fometimes 
there  is  no  remembrance  of  the  wife  man  more  than  of  thefooly 
(which  appeared  to  Soioman^  whenever  it  happened^  £0  great 
aa  eTilf  tliat  be  bated  life  on  account  6f  it  *;)  yet»  generallj 
(peaking,  thej  who  deferve  well  hare  at  length  due  aduiow-r 
Icdgments  paid  to  their  memory.  More  extenfive  merit  will, 
as  it  ought,  haTe  more  extenfive  commendation.  But  fuch 
as  more  in  a  narrower  fphere  obts^in,  perhaps  full  as  conftaot* 
ty,  all  the  J  wiQied  for,  and  aimed  at,  in  this  refpefi :  an  ho- 
aeft  repute,  and  fricndlj  regret  amongft  their  acquaintance. 
And  thcfe  who  are  the  leaft  known ;  who  may  feem,  as  the 
iba  oi  Siracb  ezprefiea  it,  to  baite  no  memorial ;  but  to  peri/b, 
at  tbwgb  they  bad  never  been  :  if  yet,  as  it  follows  in  him, 
they  were  mereifid  men^  it  will  be  found,  that  their  rigbteoufnefs 
hdb  not  beenforgottfn  f .  They  will  almoft  always  have  fome 
witnefifes  to  preferre  the  knowledge  of  their  good  defert  ^  of- 
tea  (ucb  as  are  Uttle  thought  of:  and  though  very  fmall  notice 
any  leem  €0  be  taken  of  them  at  prefent,  yet  fooner  or  later 
th^  wis  be  remembered ;  and  mifled  perhaps  a  great  deal 
moft,  dum  if  they  knew  it,  they  would  wiiOb.  Nay^  even  fuch 
9S  the  world  hates  and  perfecutes,  becaufe  it  is  not  worthy  of 
ibemX ;  againft  whom  k  confpires,  as  the  Jews  did  againft  the 
pcophety  laying,  let  me  cut  him  (iff from  the  land  of  the  livings 
tbta  bis  name  may  be  no  more  remembered  $  :  if  they  have  not, 
iauaediatetyod  their  deaths,  the  tdlimony  borne  them,  which 
our  Sationr,  in  the  fame  cafe«  had  on  his,  certainly  tbit  was  -a 
r^ghieon^  man  || ;  yet,  in  procefs  of  time,  they  obtain^  as  the 
qiofUe  fpeaks,  a  good  report  through  faith  ^^  Or  how  long 
feercr  the  piety  and  x^^^^c  ^  ^^7  perfons  may  be  hid  and 
oterwhelmed,  yet^  as  he  whofeeth  what  is  done  infecret^  will 
nuHnrd  them. openly ** \  let  them  ever  comfort  themfelves, 
widi  being  weU  afiuted,  that  if  the  world  overlooks,  or  even 
opprefles  them  for  a  while,  it  will  not  always  do  fo :  for  the 
day  is  coming,  of  which  Chrift  himfelf  hath  faid,  Whofoever 
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JbaO  confefs  me  before  ifien^  (as  every  one  doth,  that,  from  a 
'  principle  of  confcience  adl^erea  tQ  his  diitj)  him  finzU  the  S<m 
of  Man  eonfefs  before  the  angels  of  God**  And  then  at  leaft 
JhaUthe  righteous^  in  whatever  obfcuritj  invoLyed  before,  and 
by  wha|:evcr  calunmies  ^^chsmtA^Jbine  forth  a4  the  fun  in  the 
kingdom  of  their  father  f ;  andfland  in  great  holdnefs  before 
the  face  (^ffuch  as  affii&ed  tbem^  and  made  no  account  (^  their 
labours  ;  who  efleemed  their  life  to  be  madnefty  and  their  end 
without  honpurt* 

But  as  for  the  unggdly^  it  is  notfo  with  them  §  :  The  unde- 
served regard,  which  is  too  frequently  paid  them  in  their  lives ; 
as,  generally  fpeaking,  it  qiuft  be  infincere,  fo  it  feldom  out- 
lafts  them  any  confiderablc  time ;  their  profperity,  that  da^ 
zled  the  eyes  of  man,  vaniihes ;  the  fear  or  the  favour,  for 
which  they  were  courted^  influence^  no  long^ :  their  power 
of  concealing  and  difguifing  their  ill  deeds  periib^  with  them; 
things,  which  tJiey  hoped  were  for  ever  buried  in  darknefs, 
rife  up  againft  them  ;  the  fuperiicial  agrceablene£i  of  (lighter 
good  qualities,  that  gilded  over  their'  more  important  bad 
ones,  coming  now  to  be  lefs  tenderly  handled,  foon  wears  off, 
and  leaves  them  viiible  in  their  full  deformity ;  all  who  have 
been  injured  by  them,  and  all  who  have  been  deceived  in  them, 
give  vent  to  their  indignation  without  reftraint ;  their  very 
partners  in  wickednefs,  inftead  of  defending  or  excnfing  them, 
often  deiignedly  prefs  down  their  memories  under  an  aggr»^ 
vated  load  .of  imputations,  to  efcape  the  more  eafily  them- 
felves ;  and  even  the  candid  and  good-natured,  hov^veraverfe 
their  inclination  is  to  it,  yet,  from  principle,  give  them  up  t» 
the  juftice  of  public  hate  and  infamy.  Thus  then  doth  lie 
name  of  the  wicked  rot;  becomes  offend  ve  to  maiikind,  duiiof 
all  the  lyhile  it  lafts  \  and  fometimes  it  lafts  long,  to  be,  as  die 
fcripture  calls  it,  a  reproach  and  a  proverb ,  a  taunt  and  a 
curfe  II  J  then  moulders  away,  and  falls  gradually  iikto  obli- 
vion, till  the  hour  come,  that  they  whofUep  in  the  dufi  if  the 
earth Jbatt awake;  fome  to  cverlafiing  life^  andfomu  tojbam 
and  everhfting  contempt^.  "       '  ' 

-  You 
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You  fee  therefore  that  God  has  not  only  declared  in  his  ho- 
ijr  wordy  that  he  will  reward  the  good^  aind  punifli  the  bad  in* 
the  next  world  ;  but  has  alfo  even  in  this  fo  eftablilhM  the 
tendencies  of  things,-  that  (fappofing  thetti  to  proceed  at  all  iit 
their  conrfe)  virtue  mud  at  laft  be  held  in  efteem,  and  vice 
in  abhorrence.  Nor  will  it  be  irf  the  power  of  uftwife  or 
wicked  men,  though  they  do  their  w6rft,'  to  pf  event  this  in  the 
main.  Yet  ftill,  in  inanj  particular  inftances,  we  tnay,  if  we* 
#ill<  both  by  defign  and  negligence,  difappoint  the  pufpofes  of 
heaven  for  the  good  of  mankind.  But  if  we  apprehend  it,  atf 
iurely  we  xiiuft;  to  be  out  duty  and  our  intereft,  rather  to  be* 
come  labourers  together  wtb  God  *,  and  forward  the  execur 
tion  of  his  all- wife  counfels ;  we  fhaU  be  difpofed  to  con- 
fidcr, 

m.-  In  what  manner  we  may  bell  contribute  to  the  due 
payment  of  thofe  very  different  regards,  which  belong  to  the 
memory  of  the  bad  and  the  good.  For  1  beg  leave,  undei'  this' 
head,  to  invert  the  order  of  the  text,  and  difpatch  the  difagree- 
able  part  of  die  fubj^a  fifft; 

Nowhere^  a  priricipd  tiling  to  be  obferved  is,  that  vehemence 
And  bittemefs  are  fo  unfuits^le  to  the  temper  of  religion^  and 
j-et  We  are?  fo  very  proncf  to  them,^  that  whoever  goes  about 
to  fix  infemy  6n  any  one  whom  he  difliKes,*  Whether  living  or 
dead^  fhouldfaithfaHy  examine  his  oWn  heart  in  thefirft  place, 
and  fee  ^hat  fpitit  he  is  6f\.  We  cannot  eaftly  be  too  care- 
ful, (and  it  is  very  uucommon  to  >  be  careful  enough,)  that 
neither  the  felfilh  paffions  of  intereft;  envy,*  refentment,  nor 
Ihe  excels  of  any  more  generous  principle!  concern  for  public 
good,  for  virhie,  for  religion  itfelf,-  ever  move  us  to  do  ihjuf- 
ticc  to  any  man*rf  fchrfrafter  r  that  we  judge  as  mildly,*  as  wiifi* 
teafoft  wc  poilibly  can  ;  and  fpeak  ^et  moTe  mildly  than  we 
judge.  For  there  are  multitudes  of  things,  that  may  k'ad  us 
into  miftakesy  by  which  we  may  be  guilty  of  grievous-  and 
cruel  outrages  againft  the  reputation:  of  perfons^  who  have 
done  nothing  ami&,  wJrilft  we  mean  perhaps  onJy  to  be  zea- 
lous in  a  good  cauFe*  Nay,'  indeed,  were  there  no  danger  of 
miftakes  at  aU,  feverity  of  juftice  ill  becomes'  creatures^  ft>' 
KaUe  to  faults  as  men  are.     And  feverity  againft  the  memo^ 
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ries  of  thofe,  who  are  gone  to  anfwer  for  whaCtli^  have 
done^  hath  fo  peculiar  an  appearance  of  inhumaoitj,  that  nve 
ihould  avoid  it  with  double  caution  ;  whedier  thej  have  Uved 
in  or  near  our  own  times,  or  in  others  ever  fo  reaiote ;  thongh, 
in  die  former  cafe,  there  is  an  additional  confideration  to  r^ 
ftrain  us,  that  unneocflary  harih  treatmrat  of  wortfalels  per- 
fons  deceafed,  caufes  grief,  that  might  well  be'l^ared,  to  dieir 
worthy  relations  and  friends  that  furvive.  .• 

But  ftill  we  are  bj  no  means  forbidden,  after  adl,  to  expreb 
a  moderate  imd  prtident  difapprobation  of  b»d  people,  eidi^r 
during  their  lives  or  after  their  deaths.  On  the  contnay, 
due  diftin&ions  ought  to  be  made ;  and  ihewiog  the  chanK> 
ters  of  fuch  in  their  true  light  may  be  extremely  requifite; 
fometimes  for  the  juftification  of  innocent  men,  and  often  for 
a  warning  to  inconfiderate  ones  $  that  they  may  fee,  by  tbe 
example  of  others,  before  it  is  too  late,  what  fort  ci  ftune 
they  muft  expeft  to  leave  behind  diem,  if  they  will  aft  con- 
trary to  dieir  duty  ;  that  they  may  not -confound,  with  real 
fubftantial  honour,  thofe  empty  diftinftions  of  names  and 
titles,  which  the  worft  of  men  too  frequendy  traoiiiiit  to  their 
pofterity ;  nor  flatter  themfelves^  that  even,  in  this  undifctni- 
ing  world,  there  is  any  likelihood  of  one  tvent  io  tbe  rigbteomt 
and  tbe  wicked* y  in  point  of  reputation,  whatever  may  hap- 
,pen  in  other  refpeds.  And  efpecially,  where  admirarion  of 
any  plaufible  charader  will  probably  fednce  others  into  wrong 
conduft,  there  taking  off  the  vamiih  from  it,  and  expofing  it 
naked  to  view,  £b  fax  as  may  be  requifite  to  prevent  «ny  dan- 
gerous miflakes,  is  an  important  duty. 

But  indeed,  for  the  moft  part,  the  name  of  the  wicked,  if 
let  alone,  will  rot  of  itfelf ;  and  all  that  we  ihall  need  to  do  is, 
not  to  undertake  the  naufeous  and  fruidefs  office  of  embalming 
at.  To  endeavour  this  for  private  advantage,  is  one  of  the 
jneaneft  and  bafeft  fubfervicncies  to  fin.  And*  even  where 
gratitude  or  relation  may  demand  from  us  fome  regard  for  tbe 
memory  of  wicked  men,  we  fhould,  however,  always  content 
ourfelves,  with  faying  in  their  favour  what  we  can  with  truth; 
and  keeping  filence,  as  much  as  we  are  able,  concerning  the 
reft ;  but  by  no  means  take  it  amifs,  if  every  one  elfc  doth 

not 
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not  ksep  filence ;  nor  expefi  in  &e  leaft^  that  tbej,  wbo  hai^c 
ddenrod  ill  opoo  the  whole,  Aould  be  efteemed  by  ^aaaki^d^ 
xuexdkf  beesufe  thej  have  dderved  wctU  of  us.  ¥or,  bj  «hai( 
nde^^very  wicked  wretch  upon  earth,  in  his  turn,  miift  'ha^Ft 
t  good  ehara&er  iam>labl7  preferred  to  htm. 

But  let  us  now  proceed  to  the  pleafing  part  isi  our  dotj, 
the  honoats  that  we  owe  to  l3ie  memorj  of  the  juft ;  wh^lbor 
diey  lived  in  former  days,  or  within  our  cown  kno^w4ed|p* 

Now,  the  regards  due  to  them  are  luriefly  Aefe :  fhat  we 
bdiev^  tktaa,  on  proper  ^evideDce,  to  beijhe  good  perfons  'they 
were  in  reality  \  that  we  confider  their  Tirtues  with  due 
eAeem,  -and  their  imper&ftions  -with  due  candour ;  that  we 
▼indicate  ibeir  names  from  unjuft  imputations,  and^make  ho- 
nonraUe  mention  of  them,  whenever  a  fit  opportunity  ofiws ; 
that  we  warn  and  arm  ourfelves  againft  the  temptations  both 
of  profperity  and  adverfity,  by  obferving  how  they  have  gone 
thieugh  each  ;  diat  we  incite  ourfelves  to  aim  at  more  per- 
ftftion  in  allChriftian  graces,  by  feeing  in  them  what  hei^its 
of  piety  and  goodneis  are  attainable ;  that  we  learn  wptchfill-. 
seb  £rom*their  falls,  and  a  fpeedy  and  thorough  repentance 
fpom  their  rifing  again  ;  tiiat  we  thank  Crod^  in  our  retire^ 
meats,  for  tSie  inftru&ions  which  his  providence  hath  vouch- 
iafed  to  us  in  their  good  lives  ;  and  beg  of  him  wifdom  and 
trength,  to  waU  as  they  did,  not  by  tiie  Jigbt  of  things  pre- 
ieat,  iui  ibc/aitb  *  of  things  to  come. 

It  may  be  hoped,  we  are  none  of  us  fo  unhappy,  -as^not  to 
have  had  fome  fuch  acquaintance  amongft  the  great  numbers 
of  another  fort,  with  whom  we  feldom  fail  to  affociate.  And 
we  are  doubly  to  blame,  if  neiljher  the  good  examples  of  an- 
cient days,  acknowledged  by  all  men,  nor  the  recent  virtues 
diat  we  have  feen  in  our  contemporaries,  feme  of  them  per- 
haps endeared  torus  by  neamefs  of  relation,  or  ties  of  friend- 
ftip,  can  attraft  our  afFe&ions,  and  engage  our  imitation « 
Or  if  we  have  hitherto  had  no  opportunity  of  being  acquaint-  , 
ed  wish  fuch  perfons,  yet,  bad  as  the  world  is,  they  are  ftiU 
to  be  found  in  it ;  and  all  that  are  weak  in  goodnefs,  are 
efpecially  concerned  to^  feck  them  our,  take  iheiter  under 
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their  proCeftion,  and  i&vigortte^dietnfelves  by  tiheir  ftffiftance/ 
But,  alasy  iaftead  of  this,  we  attend  almoft  onlj  to  fttdi  as  can 
promote  our  worldlj  advaatages,  or  fisvoarite  amufements; 
or  fach  aa  enjoj  an  uncommon  ihare  of  either ;  to  thofe  who 
can  ferye  us,  or  delight  us,  we  attach  ourfelves  firmly ;  thofe 
who  excel  us  in  any  part  of  the  vanity  and  pride  of  life,  we 
cnry ;  account  them  the  only  happy  men )  and  fet  our  whole 
hearts  on  becoming  happy  in  the  fame  way :  but  ferionsi 
Jiumble,  felf-denying  worth,  we  either  quite  overlook,  or 
view  with  an  eye  of  fcom,^  at  beft  of  contemptuous  pity; 
ridicule,  if  not  inveigh  againft  it,  the  trueft  piety  and  virtue, 
if  it  goes  the  leaft  beyond  that  ftandard  which  we  have  fixed 
for  ourfelves,  from  no  better  authority  than  cuftom  or  incli- 
nation ;  and  are  commonly  much  more  fevere  againft  the  io« 
voluntary  or  imagined  failings  of  the  beft  people,  dian  the 
wilful  and  habitual  fins  of  the  worft.  Thus  we  behave  to 
the  good  in  their  lives  :  or  if  we  do  happen  to  treat  them  a 
.little  better  then,  yet,  inftantly  on  their  deaths,  we  lay  thepi 
.ifide,  ^d  are  glad  to  think,  no  more  of  them,  not  even  of  our 
own  obligations  to  them,  though  perhaps  we  have  had  very 
particular  ones,  and  certainly  a  general  one  of  great  import- 
ance, that  fuch  perfons  are,  as  th^  fcripture  caUsthem,  thi 
Jah  of  the  earth  * :  preferve  the  world  by  their  wholefomf 
influence,  though  much  too  thinly  fpread  over  it,  yet  fran 
being  utterly  corrupted ;  and  fo  reftrain  and  mitigate  the 
wrath  of  God,  by  their  prayers  and  interceilions,  that  he  o^ 
ttn  Jjluires  tie  city  for  the  fake  of  the  few  righteous  that  are 
therein  f.  Let  us  remember  then,  what  reafon  we  have  to' 
honour  the  good,  both  living  and  dead  ;  and  to  mourn  whca 
the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  children  of  men  t :  let  us  ob-- 
ferve,  and  point  out  to  obfervation,  the  ufefulnefs  and  amia- 
blenefs  of  religion  in  others  ;  and  make  it  as  ufeful  and  ami- 
able in  ourfelves,  as  we  poffibly  can  :  being  not  only  admir- 
.  ers,  hvit  followers  alfo  ofthem^  who  through  faith  and  patience 
have  inherited  the  framifes  }.  For  loving  and  imitating  them 
here,  will  qualify  us  for  being  happy  in  an  eternal  fellowihip 
with  them  hereafter.    And  though  it  is  a  much  lower  confi* 

deration,' 
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dctabQa^  yet  it  is  br  from  a  contemptiUe  ime,  that  by  ho« 
wxaxmg  t^  cfaarafters  of  the  worthy  perfons  who  are  gone 
hd^tt  OS,  we  (bail  beft  fecure  that  furviving  regard  to  our 
own,  which  we  all  4efire :  aa4  when  our  bodies  are  buried 
m  peace f  our  name  JbaU  iive  *,  and  our  memorial  not  dipart 
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On  the  Justice  and  Goobkess  of  God  to  the  Rational 
Creatiov. 


2  Chrok.  ZV.  2. 


Hlbe  Lord  is  with  you,  while  ye  be  .with  him :  and  tfytjnl 
hiftiy  he  will  he  found  of  you  :  hut  ifyeforfaie  him,  he  v/iB 
forfeJte  you. 

THESE  words  are  the  beginning  of  a  ferions  admonitioiiy 
given  bj  the  diredion  of  Heaven  to  the  nation  of  the 
jews,  as  thej  returned  from  obtaining,  under  the  condud  of 
Jifa  their  king,  one  of  the  greateft  vidories  recorded  in  fcrip- 
ture.  Their  condition,  after  tfiis^  might  have  appeared  to  hu- 
man policy  a  vtxj  fecure  one  :  But  the  Divine  Wifdom  faw 
the  greateft  of  all  dangers  impending  over  them,  that  whid 
proceeds  from  forgetting  God,  and  abandoning  virtue.  Ani 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  came  upon  Axariab  the  ftm  ofOded^  tad 
he  went  out  to  meet  Afa,  andfaid  unto  him.  Hear  me,  AJa^  md 
aliyudah  and  Benjamin:  The  Lord  it  with  you,  while  ye  he 
^ith  him  :  and  ifyefeei  himy  he  will  be  found  of  you  :  but  ^ 
yeforfale  him^  he  wUlforfake  you.  Now,  thefc  great  truths, 
of  which  Heaven  thought  it  needful  to  remind  them,  at  the 
pondiifion  of  a  profperous  war,  it  mull  be  verj  much  more 
needful  that  we  Ihould  attend  to,  who  feem  to  Jie  onlj  at  the 
beginning  of  a  doubtful  one.  And  accordinglj  we  are  inet 
here,  bj  the  command  of  authoritj,  to  coniider  our  wajs, 
5  and 
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ud  humble  ourfelves  before  God  for  our  fins,  as  the  necef- 
farj  tneaos  for  deriving  a  blefling  on  our  arms,  and  reftoring 
and  perpetuating  peace  and  profperity  to  our  country. 

It  is  a  melancholy  confideration^  that  creatures,  endued 
with  reafon  and  humanity,  ihould  ever  come  to  employ  force* 
againft  one  another,  and  make  the  dreadful  addition  of  the 
miferies  of'  war  to  the  many  unavoids^Ie  fufferings  of  life. 
But  wicked  as  this  is,  when  paffion  and  refentment,  deiire  of 
unjuft  gain,  or  fondnefs  of  infamous  glory,  prompts  to  it,  yet 
when  injuries  of  pernicious  confequence  are  done  to  a  nation, 
and  perfiftsd  in,  and  no  coihpetent  redrefs  can  be  obtained,  it 
becomes  then,  both  neceflary  for  particular  focieties,  and  be- 
neficial to  human  fociety  in  general,  that  invaded  rights  be 
vigorouily  aflerted  by  the  only  way  left.  When  the  fword 
is  drawn  for  juilice  alone,  and  ever  ready  to  be  (heathed  as 
foon  as  that  is  granted,  then  Heaven  may  be  appealed  to,  widi 
hopes  of  a  favourable  finUnce  coming  forth  from  his  prefcncc, 
vihofe  eye^  heboid  the  thing  that  is  tqual\  But  if  the  aflert- 
ors  of  a  righteous  cauDe  be  in  other  refpefts  t.  finful  people, 
it  is  evidently  juft  £c>r  God,  who  hath  the  cognizance  of  both 
thefe  things,  to  regaxd  whtchfoever  of  them  infinite  wifdoni 
(hall  direA ;  and  make  even  the  injurious  party  the  rod  of 
his  anger,  and  thejlq/fin  the  day  of  his  indignation  t,  to  cor- 
reft,  or  deilroy,  if  their  wi^ckednefs  dcferve  it,  fuch  nations, 
IS  though  right  in  their  difputes  with  their  enemies,  are 
wrong  at  the  fame  time'  in  matters  more  important.  And 
how  little  terror  foever  our  enemies  might  give  us  at  firft, 
yet  now  we  muft  be  ienfible,  that  we  know  not  in  the  leail 
how  foon  and  how  formidably  they  may  increafe ;  but  this 
we  know  certainly,  that  there  if  no  reflraint  to  the  Lord,  to 
puniih,  as  well  as  to  fave,  by  many,  or  by  few  J.  Times  of 
war,  therefore,  add  a  peculiar  ftrength  to  thofe  admonitions, 
which  reafon  and  fcripture  give  us  at  all  times,  to  confider 
what  our  ftate  is  with  regard  to  him,  who  doth  according  to 
his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of 
the  earth  {.  Let  us  then  all  confider  now,  whether  we  have 
ground  of  hope  or  of  fear  from  that  awful  declaration  of  the 
prophet,  which  you  have  heard  read. 
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Titf  Lord  is  with  you,  ^bile  yoU  he  wth  him.  To  be  with 
God,  is  to  prcferve  ia  our  minds  a  reverent  fenfe  pf  his  be* 
ingy  prefence,  and  government ;  to  keep  clofe  to  his  laws,  an4 
ftand  on  bis  fide  againft  the  opposite  power  of  darknd^s  imd 
fin.  Let  us  then  think,  if  there  be  need  of  thought  to  aafwer^ 
how  is  ^he  reverence  due  to  the  Sjipr^me  Being  preferved 
among  us  ?  Have  we  not  perfons  who  even  ri4icule.  the  no- 
tion of  a  wife  and  good  Maker  of  all  things  ?  Have  we  jDot 
thofe,  who,  if  fhey  do  admit  a  Creator,  do  not  admit  a  Mond 
Governor  of  the  world  ;  or  at  leaft  rcprefent  hiiji  fo  very  de- 
fe£Hve  in  his  adminiftration  of  it,  as  finally  to  l^t  bad  perfons 
be  gainers  by  their  wickednefs^  and  good  per&os  lofers  by 
their  virtue  :  reje&ing,  with  mirthful  (corn,  what  hath  ever 
been  the  hope  and  fupport  pf  wife  and  good  men,  the  belief 
of  that  future  fiate^  in  which  ^e  vifible  irregularities  of  the 
prefent  fiiall  be  re^ified  ?  Have  w^  not  alfo  too  many,  who, 
profeifing  perhaps  to  believe  in  naturtd  religion,  yet  fpe&k  o( 
Chrlftianity,  the  great  means  by  which  it  is  both  fupported 
'and  perfeded,  not  only  as  a  falfehood,  but  an  iimpoi&bility : 
Rlafpheming  that  worthy  name^  hy  which  we  are  called* ;  an^ 
difdaining.to  receive  from  God  himfelf,  aoy  other  rules,  ei- 
ther of  faith  or  life,  than  fuch  as  their  own  reafon,  4^eAed 
by  their  own  fancy,  fhall  prefcribe  to  them  ?  And  let  us  fup- 
pofe,  if  we  can,  that  the  number  of  fuch  as  go  thefe  lengths 
deliberately,  is  upon  the  whole  biit  fmall ;  yet  what  fliaU  we 
fay  of  the  inconfiderately  guilty  ?  Are  there  not  multitudes 
of  all  degrees,  who  fecm  never  once  to  haye  afked  themfelves, 
whether  they  believe  in  God  or  not  ?  or  if  they  do,  whether 
any  regard  is  due  to  him  or  none  ?  who  flight  religion  boldly, . 
without  imagining  they  have  ever  examined  it ;  who  are  pcr- 
fuaded  of  its  truth,  perhaps,  fo  far  as  they  have  any  perfoa? 
fion  about  the  matter,  but  have  no  notion  that  they  areto  re- 
gulate  their  6ondud  by  it ;  who  poffibly  dp  not  quite  approve 
pf  profane  perfons,  J>ut  are  aftoniflied  at  pious  ones  ;  and  hj 
their  indulgence  to  the  former,  and  their  very  great  prone^ 
nefs  to  defpife  the  latter,  plainly  fliew,  whether  they  perceive 
it  thenrjelves  or  npt,  which  party  they  are  on  the  road  to. 
join  ? 
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Wc  hare  indeed  many  ftill  who  frequent  divine  worfhip : 
bnt  how  many  of  all  rank^,  and  of  that  rank  par ticularly, 
iv'hich  ought  to  be  an  example,  and  will  Be  oiie  either  of  good 
or  bad;  how  many  that  olriit  this  duty  entirely,  orneaTitj 
and  though  it  be  an  evident  part  of  the  law  of  nature/ and  ari 
ezprefs  precept  of  Chriftianity;  can  yet  talk,  not  only  of  their 
own  negle^ing  itj  with  much  gaiety  and  humour,  but  of 
Other  petfons  attending  upoti  it  as  matter  of  confcience,  with 
ittfieh  raillery  ?  And  fuch  an  afcendant  hath  this  contempt 
tuous  kind  of  impiety  got^'  that  there  are  many  perfons,  who' 
fincercly  honour  their  Makef  in  their  hearts,  but  dare  not,- 
for  fear  of  derifion,  flicw  it  in  their  behaTiour.  Let  it  be 
thought  of  a  little^  what  the  appearance  and  conftrudlion  of 
thcfe  things,  is  :  and  let  thofe  who  are  qualified  for  it  judge  : 
Is  not  this  the  6ne  nation  upon  earthy  in  which  regard  to  God 
is  taught  in  the  greateft  purity,  and  treated  with  the  greateft 
contempt? 

But  a  \*^orfe  fjmptoln  yet;  is,  that  whilft  irreligious  perfons 
are  aftire  in  the  cauie  of  infidelity,-  fome  of  them  with  fo  felf- 
dcnying  ^  bigotry;  as  to  teach  it  their  fervants,  their  very 
wives  and  children  ;  the  generality  of  fuch  as  think  them- 
fdves  very  competently  religious  perfons,  fcarce  appear  to 
have  any  pradical  impf  effions  at  all  made  on  them  by  thofe 
troths,  which  they  acknowledge  for  thfe  law  of  their  lives;; 
They  forget,  it  may  be  feated,  ahnoft  totally,  the  exercife  of 
private  piety;  and  behave^  in  regard  to  public  devotion,  with 
a  negligence,  which  they  wotild  think  highly  indecent  to- 
wards their  earthly  fuperiors ;  allpw  themfelves  in  fuch  le- 
vity of  fpeech,  on  the  moft  fcrious  fubjeftsj^as  would  fcarce 
be  jailifiablc  in  fome  of  the  moil  trifling  ones ;  form  their 
condad  avowedly  on  principles,  that  have  no  tindhire  in 
them  of  the  faith  which  they  profefs  ;  and  in  eSe3  declare 
themfelves  to  think  of  nothing  but  this  world,  whilft  yet 
they  are  really  perfuaded  of  another  to  c6me.  To  this  it 
muft  be  ad^ed,  that  very  many,  who  not  only  believe,  but 
arc  influenced  by  their  belief  in  other  refpefts^  inftead  of  row-  ' 
fiJBmg  their  Lord  and  Mqfter  before  meny  as  he  hath  moft  fo- 
Icmnly  commanded  them*,  are.filent  and  indiflFerent,  whilft 
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he  is  denied  or  difregarded  ever  fo  much  ;  and  feem  aihasned 
of  a  caufe  thej  ought  to  glory  in :  by  which  meaos  they  give 
bad  perfons  a  colour  for  pretending^  that  few  or  none  are 
Ghriilians  in  eameft  ;  and  take  away  from  fuch  a»  are  well 
difpofed,  the  encouragement  of  fieeing  how  great  a  number 
yet  remains.  For,  God  be»  thanked,  they  are  ftill  no  ibiall 
number,  who  continue,  after  all,  bearing  teftimony^to  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  But  of  how  many  fins  againft  it,  not  a  few 
even  of  thefe  are  guilty,  at  the  £ame  time,  by  deviating  from 
the  form  of  found  words  *,  by  unwarrantable  divifions,  and 
pncharitable  animofities :  it  is  a  great  deal  better  that  thej 
ihould  conikler,  than  that  others  ihould  fay :  only  thus  much 
cannot  but  be  faid,  that  thefe  things  add  a  peculiar  gloom  to 
the  view  which  we  are  taking. 

Religion,  it  muft  be  owned,  hath  never  been  prafiifed  any- 
'  where  as  it  ought.    But  have  not  both  the  prailice  and  pro- 
feffion  of  it  decaydd,  moft  remarkably,  in  this  natidn^  within 
the'compafs  of  but  a  few  years?    Is  not  the  profped  before 
us,  that  of  its  declining  yet  much  lower  in  the  generadoa 
that  is  comipg  on  ?  and  what  do  we  imagine  this  will  end  in? 
If  God  is,  it  muft  be  z:  matter  of  ill  defert,  either  wilfully  or 
thoughtlefsly  to  treat  him  as  if  he  were  not.     If  he  hath  gi- 
ven a  revelation  of  his  will  to  mankind,  it  cannot  be  innocent 
to  negled  it,  as  if  he  had^iven  none*     And  if  he  is  the  righ- 
teous Governor  of  the  world,  he  will  fupport  his  government 
by  punilhing  where,  guilt  appears.     If  the  guilt  be^  national,, 
it  muft  be  expe&ed  the  punifliment  will  be  fo  too.     And 
tliough  it  were  not,  yet  amidft  the  innumerable  connedions 
of  things,  one  part  of  a  fociety  cannot  fufier,  but  the  whole 
muft  partake. 

What  judgments  in  particular  God  will  execute  at  any 
tttne  on  impious  nations,  we  cannot  fay.  All  nature  is  in 
his  power :  and  they  who  ofiend,  have  every  thing  to  fear. 
But  one  fure  method  of  corredlion  (a  very  merciful  method,, 
as  the  lower  degrees  of  it  give  warning  of  the  higher,  but  a 
dreadful  one  indeed,  if  that  warning  be  not  taken),  is  by  ap- 
pointing the  natural  confequences  of  every  fin  to  be  part  of 
\is  reward.     The  confequences  of  irreligion  then  what  are 
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tfacjT,  and  what  muft  they  be,  on  every  comxnunitj  ?  True 
pietj  cannot  induce  men  to  injure  their  country  ;,  and  com-« 
prebends  peculiar  inducements  to  ferve  it^  of  the  greateft 
force.  But  in  times  of  public  danger  elpeciallj^  belief  of  re« 
ligion  gives  a  fpirit,  and  defence  of  religion  a  motive  for  tx-* 
erting  it,  which  confiderations  of  a  lower  nature  will  never 
equal.  For  what  is  there,  that  can  equal  the  exhortation, 
Et  of  good  courage^  and  let  us  behave  ourjelves  valiantly  for 
our  people  and  for  the  cities  of  our  God:  and  let  the  Lord  d^ 
that  which  is  good  in  bis  fight  *.  Fear  not,  neither  be  di/^ 
mayed :  for  the  battle  is  not  yours^  but  God^s  t-  Whereas,  if 
fome,  through  infidelity,  have  no  hope  in  him,  and  others, 
through  wickedneis  have  only  fear  of  him,  io  far  as  thefe 
ways  of  thinking  can  influence,  all  hands  will  be  feeble,  and 
every  he^rt  wiU  melt  J. 

But,  indeed,  the  belief  of  a  juft  and  good  being,  who  fees 
and  will  reward,  is  at  all  times  the  great  iiipport  under  the 
Infferings  of  life,  the  great  incitement  to  every  thing  worthy, 
the  great  reftraint  from  every  thing  bafe.  Human  weaknefir 
evidently  wants  thefe  things  ^  and  there  is ,  nothing  elfe  that 
can  always  fumiih  them.  The  virtuous  di&ates  of  their  owa 
minds  will  have  little  influence  comparatively  on  moft  men,r 
when  they  are  confidered  no  longer  as  the  voice  of  Cod  fpeak- 
ing  mwardly  to  them.  And  the  penalties  of  human  laws,, 
without  thofe  of  the  divine  law  fupeiadded,.  will  often  be^ 
evaded,  and  not  feldom  deiperately  braved.  For  if  once  mea 
think  there  is.  nothing  beyond  death,  they  will  foon  eome  ta 
think  there  is^  nothing  ia  it,,  which  ought  to  withhold  them 
from  preferring  a  ihort  life  fpent  as  they  like,  to  a  long  one 
fpent  oth^rwife.  Feeling  themfelves  free  from  the  terrors  of 
religion,  they  will  fly  out  into  profligateneds,.  merely  to  fliew^ 
thej  are  free :  Apd  it  will  be  encouragement  enough  to  them^, 
to  purfue  every  appetite,  pafiion,  and  fancy,  without  referve  $ 
that  whatever  inconveniencies  may  happen  to  arife  from  it^ 
one  moment  can  deliver  them  from  all  at  once,  whenever  they 
pleafe.  How  then  will  they  ad  in  the  numberleis  cafes^  ta 
which  the  power  of  the  magiftrate  either  cannot  or  is  not 
likely  to  reach  at  all,  or  but  imperfe&ly  at  heft  ?     How,  for 

inftazKe, 
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inftance,  will  the  properties  and  even  the  lives  of  men  be  fe- 
tured,  when  perjury  is  no  longer  dreaded  ?  A  confideration 
of  peculiar  weight  in  this  country^  where,  with  amaxing  in- 
confiftence^  tye  are  multiplying  oaths,  as  if  we  could  depeiid 
upon  them  for  every  thing  ;  and  flighting  the  care  of  religton, 
which  alone  can  .give  us,  caufe  to  depend  on  them  for  any 
thing.  But  in  general,  what  or  whom  can  we  poffibly  hope 
mankind  wiH  regard  to  any  conftant  good  purpofe,  if  tEcj 
will  not  regard  God :  and  how  can  we  pretend  to  regard  him, 
whilft  we  go  Qtt  as  we  do  ?  Nor  let  it  be  thought,  that  tbe 
belief  of  a  future  recompence  is  neceflary  to  the  lower  part 
of  the  world  alone ;  though  if  it  were^  they  will  never  pre- 
ferve  it  long,  when  they  fee  their  fuperiors  have  it  not.  But 
the  higher  mens  ftation^  and  the  greater  their  power  is,  the 
more  is  the  iinportance,  both  to  others  and  themfdves,  that 
they  be  ftrongly  influenced  to  do  good  and  not  evil,  by  this 
only  motive  that  can  never  be  outweighed. 

It  is  very  true^  neither  irreligious  perforis  are  always  fo 
bad,  nor  religious  ones  klways  Co  good,  as  their  notions  lead 
them  to  be  :  But  ftill  every  way  of  thinking  produces,  more 
or  lefs,  its  natural  effefts.  The  deeper  root  religion  takes, 
the  more  benefit  will  fpring  from  it :  and  the  wider  irreligioa 
fprcads,  the  more  mifchief  it  will  bring  forth.  At  prcfent,  it 
muft  endeavour  to  appear  as  hartnlefs  as  it  can^  to  recommend 
itfelf ;  and  fonae  degree  of  the  good  old  impreffi©ns  will  re- 
main, and  have  influence  foT  a  time,  even  on  thofe  who  have 
done  their  beft  to  wear  them  out.  But  when  profaaenefs 
fliall  once  have  attained  its  maturity,  then  it  will  be  felt,  if 
men  are  refolvcd  not  to  fee  it  before,  which  were  in'  tbe  right: 
the  weak  and  credulous  creatures,  who  contended  for  honour- 
ing God,  or  the  perfons  of  fuperior  knowledge  and  freedom 
of  thought,  who  fcorned  and  forfook  him. 

But  we  muft  remember,  our  Maker  is  forfaken,*  when  vir- 
tue, the  law  he  hath  given  to  mankind,  is  tranigrefled,  as 
well  as  when  his  worfliip  is  defcrted,  or  hi»  being  denied.  Let 
it  then  be  a  fecond  article  of  inquiry,  what  our  condidon  is  in 
this  refpeS* 

The  confequence  appears  a  very  plain  one,  that  when  reli- 
gion decays,  morals  muft.  However,  let  us  look  into  fad. 
In  fpeaking  of  virtues  and  vices  relating  to  the  publie,  no 
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matters  of  controyerfj  ought  fo  much  as  to  be  hinted  at  iq 
this  place :  a  place  to  be  kept  facredlj  feparate  ifrom  the  con-r 
tcfts  of  parties  ;  and  only  emplpjed,  when  o<  cafion  requires,  to 
call  on  every  party  alike,  as  in  the  name  of  God,  to  confider 
their  doings.  Where  divifions  and  mutual  accufations  run  fo 
dreadfully  high,  there  muft  b^  great  faults  on  one  fide  or  o- 
thcr ;  it  is  well,  if  not  on  all.  And  all  fliould  confider  very 
fepoufly,  what  they  are  aiming  at,  and  by  what  means  ;  what 
they  are  rificing,  and  to  what  good  end.  But  that  above  the 
refi  iboold  be  confidered,  which,  it  may  be  feared,  is  often 
I  thought  of  leaft,  what  muft  beoome,  whilfl  each  fide  is  fup- 
porting  itfelf  by'  the  methods  too  common,  what  niuft 
become  of  the  virtue  and  integrity  of  this  people,  the 
moft  important  part  of  all  they  have  (o '  be  concerned  for. 
flyciy  other  fort  of  lofs  nations  have  often  recovered, 
aad  rifen  again  from  the  loweft  ebb ;  but  lofs  of  probity 
9od  principk,  this  aSeSs  the  vitals  of  fociety  j  and  whatever 
axidental  advantages  may  feem  to  arife  from  it  in  any  cafe 
for  a  time ;  if  the '  diftemper  grows,  and  it  is  the  hardefl  in 
the  world  to  ftop,  its  conclufion  muft  be  fatal.  And  let  it  not  , 
be  objeAedy  that  countries  of  very  little  virtue  and  public  fpi- 
rit  have  flourifhed  notwithftanding.  For  how  have  they  flou- 
riflied  ?  ][n  a  ft  ate  of  freedom  ?  No.  Outward  profperity 
hath  Ueea  joined  with  domeftic  oppreftion ;  or  if  intervals  of 
cafe  have  been  fdt,  they  have  always  been  precarious,  and  ge- 
ierally  ftiort. 

Impartial  rofle&ions  on  the;fe  naatters  will  fliew  us  very 
^rly  the  guilt  and  the  danger  of  our  fins,  with  refped  ta 
the  poUic.  But  we  fliaU  fee  both  in  a  yet  ftronger  light,  if 
we  refled  farther,  how  very  little  zeal  we  exprefs,  in  the 
midft  of 'all  oar  vehemence  ^bout.difputed  points,  for  the  pro- 
pMioa  of  things  indifpntably  right.  Fropofals  for  reformatioi\ 
are  treated  in  the  grols  as  mere  chimeras ;  mighty  little  harm 
a^rehended  frcmi  the  moft  flagrant  immoralities,  but  dreads 
fill  ill  ix>n&quences  to  liberty  from  reftraining  them :  Laws 
treated  with  contempt  l>y  thofe  who  Ihould  obey  them,  and 
(his  connived  at  by  thofe  who  ihould  execute  them ;  ftill  eve- 
ly  oae  eomi^aiaing  immoderately  of  others,  for  what  no  one 
Fill  faiflafelf  contribute  to  amend. 

5      '  But, 
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But,  indeed,  public  virtue,  though  it  were  genuine,  will 
never  be  coniiftent  and  univerfal,  ivhile  private  vices  are  in- 
dulged. And  to  what  a  deplorable  degree  thefe  abound  a- 
mongit  us,  needs  not  be  faid,  how  much  foever  it  needs  to  be 
thought  of.  The  intemperance,  the  promifcuous  lewdnefs, 
ithe  want  of  induftry  and  frugality,  the  difregard  to  authority 
.and  order,  the  proiligatenefs  of  all  kinds,  that  hath  overfpread, 
iin  a  i^ft  uncommon  manner  die  lower  part  of  the  people, 
^very  .body  fees.  And  would  but  fome  of  higher  condition 
reflect,  how  much  they  have  funk  themfelves  to  a  level  with 
their  inferiors,  in  fome  of  the  worft  of  their  qualities ;  and 
indeed  contributed  to  make  numy  of  them  fo  bad  as  they  are, 
and  themfelves  defpifed  by  them  at  the  fame  time  ;  it  might 
be  hoped  tke  confideratign  would  be  ufeful.  Btit  not  to  fay 
more  of  thefe  $  the  fault$  of  too  many,  who  are  accounted,  and 
are  in  comparifon,  4ec!ent  and  regular  perfons ;  their  impro- 
vident expenfivencfsy  piernicioi}s '  many  ways ;  their  living  to 
amufements  and  pleafures  only,  and  overlooking  the  moft  fe» 
rious  obligations  of  life  \  forgetting  the  infpe&ion  of  their  own 
tondud,  their  fiimilies  and  affairs  ;  negleding  their  veiy 
children,  at  leaft  in  the  important  point  of  their  religion  and 
morals :  Thefe  are  fad  inftances  of  perfonal  guilt,  and  make  a 
great  addition  to  the  national  danger* 

But  when,  to  the  abovementioned  epidemical  fins,  every  one 
hath  added,  afte^  examining  himfelf  faithfully,  thefeparate  tranf- 
grei&ons  of  his  own  life,  and  the  inward  plague^  which  he  hath 
permitted  to  infed  bis  own  ieart* ;  unknown  perhaps  to  men, 
but  naJ^ed  and  open  to  Him^  with  whom  we  btr^e  todof:  then  we 
fhall  have  no  doubt  left,  whether  the  total  amount  be  not  abun- 
dantly fufficient  to  juftify  heaven,  in  whatever  judgments  it  may 
in&iGt  on  us  and  our  country*  And  if,  for  inftance,  by  our 
contempt  of  true  religion,  we  ibould  open  a  way  for  Popiih 
fuperftition  to  overfpread  us,  after  a  ihort  preparatory  reign 
of  atheiftical  diffolutenefs ;  if  our  abufes  on  all  hands  of  the 
bleflings  of  a  free  government  fliould  introduce  upon  us  a  ila- 
very  of  our  own  creating ;  if  the  finfiil  exceiles,  that  we  haTC 
fuffered  wealth  and  plenty  to  lead  us  into,  fliould  bring  on  us, 
as  they  naturally  do,  poverty  and  diftrefs  ^  and  our  domeftic 
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bnmities  deliver  us  up  to  our  coirxnon  advcrfary  ;  wboJhaU 
have  pity  uponthet^  0  ^erufaUm^  or  who  Jball  bemoan  thee  /  or 
vibojball  go  afide  to  ajk  of  thy  peace  *  ? 

The  conimon  anfwer  to  ali  reprefentations  of  tLis  fort  is, 
that  the  world  hath  always  been  bad  5  and  therefore  we  have 
no  peculiar  reafbn  to  fear.  But  if  it  hath  been  alwajs  aplace 
of  wickednefs^  it  hath  always  been  a  place  of  mifery  too, /by 
means  of  that  wickednefs.  Continual  efforts  have  been  ever 
ncceffary  to  kc^p  both  from  increafing.  And  if  we,  whom 
Cod  hath  treated  with  fuch  diflinguifliing  mercy^  will  not  ufe 
thefe  efforts.  But  abandon  ourfelves  to  fin  \  as  he  doth  think 
fit  to  make  fofcie  examples  of  his  juflice  from  time  to  time, 
^hat  fitter  example  he  can  make^  is  hard  to  fay. 

Perfons^  however^  will  flatter  themfelvesj  that  thefe^  at  the 
worft,  are  dangers  of  very  diftaat  times.  And  every  fingle 
finner  in  the  world  flatters  Jiimfelf  in  jufl  the  fame  maimer. 
Yet  the  confequences  of  their  fins  do  overtake  men,  and  may 
overtake  nations  too,-  with  furprifing  fuddennefsi  And  the 
fentence,  recorded  in  fcripturcy  is  perfedHy  juft ';  Hhey  of  the 
houfe  of  Ifratlfay,  the  vtfion  that  he  feeth  is  for  many  days  to 
tomi  ;  and  be  prophefietb  of  times  that  af-e  far  off.  1%ercfcr^ 
Jhallnone  of  my  words  be  prolonged  any  more  ;  but  the  word 
\ohicb  thavefpokenJbaU  be  done^  faith  the  Lord  Godf.  And 
they  Jhall  inowf  that  I  am  the  Lotd ;  and  haife  not  faid  iri 
itain^  that  I  would  do  this  evil  unto  them  J. 

Other  perfons  there  are,  who  acknowledge  the  profpeA  to 
be  bad,  and  evil  perhaps  impending ;  But  the  only  wife  part 
in  their  opinion  is,  to  let  matters  go  as  they  will^  and  enjoy 
thcmfelves  as  long  as  they  can :  Why  flionld  they  be  uneafy 
before  the  time  comes  ?  NoWj  if  it  were  certain,  that  nothing 
could  do  good,  this  might  be  reafonable  in  a  woridly  view  of 
things ;  bat  where  every  one  may  contribut-e,  both  by  amend- 
ing himfclf  and  awaking  others,  to  prevent  ruin ;  there  to  be 
indolent,  is  as  contrary  to  humanity^  as  it  is  to  religion^  And 
therefore  the  Inrord  of  God  hath  taken  fevere  notice  of  it,  as  a 
great  crime.  Trhave  feen  the  breaches  of  the  city  of  David ^ 
tbdt  thty  are  many  :-^And  in  that  day  did  the  Lord  God  of 
b^fis  call  to  weepingy  and  to  mournings  and  to  girding  with 

Vol.  Ill*  O  o  fackcloth  / 
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fackclotb  ;  and  hthofdjoy  and  gladnefsy  eating  JUJb  and  drimi* 
tag  wine  :  Let  us  eat  and  drini,  for  to^-^morrow  we  die.     And 
it  was  revealed  in  mine  ears  hy  the  Lord  ofhojls  :  Surely  this 
iniquity Jball  not  he  purged /rX>m  you  till  ye  die^  faith  the  Lord  ^ 
God  ofhojls*. 

But  cvon  they,  who  are  concerned  for  the  public,  may  yet 
exprefs  that  concern  in  a  very  faulty  way.     Many  feem  to 
think  they  have  fully  done  their  duty,  as  foon  as  they  have 
beefa  angry  at  thofe,  whom  they  apprehend  to  have  any  way 
dccaiioned  what  is  amifs  :  angry,  perhaps  at  the  wrong  per- 
fons,  perhaps  in  a  wrong  manner ;  fuch  as  only  tends  to  in- 
creafe  guilt,  and  haften  mifchief. 
'  The  firft  complaint,  generally  fpeaking,  \»  of  thofe  in  as* 
thority*     And  undoubtedly  the  people  have  a  right  to  com- 
plain, whenever,  the  common  concern  is  adminiftered  ill.  But. 
then  it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  we  may,  through  ignorance 
or  prejudice,  expeft  from  authority,  either  what  it  cannot  do,, 
or  what  is  not  fit  to  be  done ;  we  may  expeA  more  than  is 
.  I'eafonable  to  exped  from  men  like  ourfelves,  though  it  befit; 
ad^^|fcven  fuppofing  them  very  much  to  blame,  we  may  con- 
du^  ourfelves  upon  it  fo  as  to  be  equalljror  yet  more  to 
blame.     Want>  of  reverence  to  Taws  and  fuperiors  is  one  of 
our  great  evils ;  and  all  oppofition  to  whatever  is  thought 
wrong,  fhould  be  accompanied  with  the  ftri&eft  care  not  to 
augment  this  evil.     But  our  duty  requires  us  pecidiarly  to 
beware  of  raiiing  domeftic  uneafinefles  too  high,,  when  a  fo- 
reign enemy  may  '^ake  advantage  of  them :  and  at  all  times. 
it  requires  us  to  preferve  moft  religioufly  the  loyalty  and  ho- 
nour due. to  the  fupreme  power  ;  efpecially  now,  when  our 
prefent  eftabliihment.  is  our  only  human  hope  of  having  all. 
that  is  valuable  to  us  fecured  to  ourfelves,  and  tranfmitt^  to 
our  pofterity. 

Next  to  the  rulers  of  a  nation,  its  inftrudors  are  ufuallr 
the  great  objed  of  cenfure ;  and  we  acknowledge  there  is 
caufe.  We  have  not  been  ib  ferious  and  religious,  fo  zealous. 
« and  diligent,  fo  difinterefted  and  humble,  fo  mild  and  charita- 
ble, as  we  ought.  The  public  muft  have  fufFered  by  this  t 
wei  have  fuSered  by  it  ourfelves  ;  and,  unlefs  we  repent,  we 

have 
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ground  to  ezped  a  yet  fuller  execution,  than  we  liave  ezpe-i 
rienced  alrea;Ij,  of  what  heaven  inflifted  on  our  ptedecefibrs 
m  the  ^ewijb  nation :  ^therefore  have  1  alfo  made  you  con^ 
temptibk  and  bafe  before  all  the  people^  according  as  ye  have 
n^t  kept  my  ways  *.  Yet  we  cannot  but  hope,  that  1  a  very 
confiderable  part  of  the  accufations  brought  againft  us,  would 
appear,  upon  inquiry,  to  be  without  foundation.  But  how- 
ever  that  be,  we  muH  remind  you,  that  our  faults  will  be  no 
cxcufe  for  your  ^ranfgreffions  ;  and  we  earneftly  beg,  that 
they  who  complain  we  do  not  the  good  we  ought,  would  at 
leift  not  hinder,  but;giv,e  us  opportunity^  and  af&il  us  rather 
to  do  both  others  and  themfelves  the  good  we  wotdd. 

B)it  even  they,  who  proceed  from  complaints  to  endeavours 
of  amending  things,  will  fail  unhappily  of  their  end^  if  they 
trail  to  worldly  methods  alone,  and  leave  religion  and  virtue,, 
the  great  fupport  and  cement  of  human  fociety,  out  t>f  their 
fchemes.  This  will  be  merely  palliating^  for  a  little  while  ; 
and  doing  what  the  fcripture,  in  perfeA  conforniity  with  plain 
xeafon,  hath  long  ago  condemned^  as  doing  nothing.  Becanfe 
tley  have /educed  my  people^  Jaying^  Peace^  and  there  was  no 
piace  ;  and  one  built  up  a  4vall^  and  others  daubed  it  with  un- 
tempered  mortar  :  Itherefore^  thus  faith  the  Lord  God^  I  will. 
rend  it  with  a  flormy  wind^  and  bring  it  dawn  to  the  groundy 
Jo  that  the  foundations  thereof Jhall  be  difcoveredj  and  itfhall 
fatly  and  ye  Jhall  be  confumed  in  the  midft  thereof  and  ye  Jhall 
How  that  I  am  the  Lordf.  Indeed,  every  page  of  the  pro- 
phetical writings  recommends  itfelf  greatly  to  thinking  per* 
ions,  by  the  moft  forcible  and  convincing  exprellions  of  the 
utter  incfficacy  of  every  expedient  for  public  good,  that  is  not 
accompanied  with  true  virtue  and  true  ptety. 

TTiefc,  therefore,  it  is  our  moft  importaiit  iiitcreft  to  reftorc 
and  promote ;  to  reprefent  with  earneftnefs,  and  yet  witlr 
nnldnefs,  to  fuch  as  are  deficient  in  eitlier,  hcrw  wrong  in  it- 
felf, and  how  hurtful  to  the  world,  their  conduQ  is  ^  and  to 
be  zealous  in  doing  our  own  duty^  wliether  they  will  attend 
•to  theirs  or  not ;  perfons  of  rank  and  influence,  by  fetting  an 
example  worthy  of  imitation,  and  fliowing  difl*erent  regards 
to  the  good  and  the  bad ;  perfons  intruded  with  public  power, 

O02  bj- 
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by  behaving- in  their  feveral  ftations  uprighdj  ;  parents  an4 
mailers,  by  the  prudent  excrcife  of  their  private  authority} 
and  every  one,  at  leaft,  by  reforming  hirafelf.  This,  If  it  do 
nothing  farthL-r,*  will  be  fecuring  his  own  happinefs ;  and  the 
xnbre  fingle  reformations  there  are,  the  nearer  will  be  our  ap- 
proach to  an  univerfal  one.  We  are  called  indeed  perpetualjj 
to  repentance  ;  but  the  prefent  national  call,  if  it  be  not  hear«» 
kened  to,  will  much  aggravate  the  guilt,  not  only, of  the  pro- 
fane defpifers  of  it,  but  thofe  alfo,  whofe  compliance  with  it  is 
merely  external ;  who  dare  to  approach  the  Searcher  of  hearts, 
and  mock  him  by  faying  to  him,  without  fincerity^  fuch  things 
^  we  have  joined  in  faying  (his  day. 

On  the  times  appointed  for  confeflion  of  fins,  it  hath  alwajs 

/  been  a  rule,  as  the  word  of  Gpd  plainly  ihews,  for  perfons  to 
abftain  in  a  confiderable  degree  from  their  ufual  food  :  not  as 
thinking  it  a  duty  of  any  value  in  itfelf,  for  that  were  a  fu- 
perftitious  imagination  ;  and  nothing  can  be  more  exprels  a«> 
gainft  every  fuperftition,  than  fcripturc  is  ;  but  partly  to 
make  an  acknowledgment  of  more  thsyi  ordinary  folemnitji 
by  their  a£tiong  as  well  a^  words,  of  xh^ix  unworthinefs  to 
partake  of  the  common  blefEngs.  of  heaven ;  and  chiefly  to 
fpend  thofe  hours  in  humi^ty  of  fpirit,  and  cool  refle&ion  for 
their  future  good,  whiph  they  have  fpent  too  fr^uently  in 
dangerous  levities,  or  iinful  indulgences*  It  is  not  then  the 
abftinence,  it  is  not  the  outward  humiliation,  nor  even  the  xeal 
ferioufnefs  of  a  day^  which  God  requires  of  us ;  but  that  thefe 
things  be  made  fubfervient  to  our  lafting  benefit :  that  pre? 
(erving  on  our  minds  the  impreffion  ^f  yfhat  we  have  faid  and 
heard  here,  we  go  home  i^id  retire  into  purfelves  |  think  over 
our  feveral  duties,  public  and  private,  with  refpe£t  to  our 
Maker,  our  fellow-creatures,  and  the  regulation  of  our  own 
hearts  ;  and  after  renewing  pur  applications  iox  pardon  and 
grace,  fet  right,  without  delay,  whatever  hath  been  wrongs 
that  we  form  refolutions  to  think  often  of  our  condud,  to  fot 
^  low  fteadily  tke  mod  efieftual  methods  for  preferring  it  fuch 
as  we  ought,  and  not  to  fuffer  the  opinions  and  cuftoms  of  an 
inconfiderate  world,  to  wear  out  of  our  minds  the  regard  we 
owe  to  the  author  and  end  of  our  beings. 

But  befides  thele  obligations,  there  is  yet  another,  which 

^    -particularly  deferves  our  attention  at  this  time  5  that  when 
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.we  aik  mercy  of  God,  we  fhew  it  to  man.  And  accordinglj 
the  fcripture  joins  clofelj  together  fading  knd  giving  alms  j 
which  therefore  we  fhould  join  too,  each  according  to  his  abi- 
lity ;  but  always  remembering,  that  no  one  part  of  our  duty 
whatever  will  be  accepted  as  an  equivalent  for  tranfgreffing 
^  any  other ;  but  we  muft  breai  offourjins  by  rigbteoufmfs^  as 
wcU  a^  our  iniquities  byjhewing  mercy  to  the  poor  *,  if  ever 
we  ezpeft  that  our  charity  ihould  avail  towards  procuring  our 
pardon. 

And  now  would  we  but  employ  the  pref^nt  fokmnity,  in 
determining  eonfcientioyfly  to  pra^ife  the£?  things ;  befides 
the  good  fruits,  it  could  not  fail  to  produce  in  each  of  us  fingly ; 
we.  might  hope,  on  very  jurft  grounds,  to  experience  nationally 
the  fame  happy  efieds  of  it^  which  we  read  the  Jews  did, 
from  making  the  fame  determination,  upon  hearing  the  ad- 
monition of  the  text.  T%ey  gathered  tbemfelves  together^  and 
they  entered  info  a  covenant  to  feeh  the  Lord  God  of  their  fa^ 
(ben,  jind  they  /ware  unto  him  with  a  loud  voice  ;  jind  all 
Judab  rejoiced  at  the  oath.  For  they  had /worn  with  all  their 
hearty  and /ought  him  with  their  whole  de/ire^  and  be  wasfouni 
oftlem :  And  the  Lord  gave  them  refi  round  about  f. 

*  Qan.  iv:  27,  f%  Chroa.  xt.  10,  Ift,  14, 15. 
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Humble  yqurf elves  therefore  under  the  mighty  band  of  God^ 
tpat  he  may  exalt  you  in  due  time. 

TTUMTLTTY  qF  "heart  and  \)chaviGur  is  a  duty,  fo  deeply 
founded  in  the  nature  of  man^  that  though  we  knew  of 
no  power  aljove  ns^  ^e  ought  yet  to  think  modcftly  of  our- 
felves,  from  a  confcioufnefe  of  oqr  infirmities  ;  and  pay  a  mu- 
tual deference  one  to  anodier,  in  proportion  to  tihe  different 
pre-eminences,  be  they  ever  fo  fmall,  by  which  we  arc  fcve- 
rally  diftinguifhed.  But  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  a  perfeft 
being  fuperintending  us,  muft  furely  9iagnify  beyond  exprcf- 
fion  the  fenfe,  how  very  imperfed  we  arc  ;  and  convince  us, 
that  the  utmoft  reverence,  of  which  we  are  capable,  towards 
fuch  a  one,  if  fuch  a  one  there  be,  will  faU  vaftly  ihort  of  wha^ 
we  owe.  Now  the  exiftence  of  a  powerful  and  wife,  a  juft 
and  good,  ruler  of  all,  is,  at  firft  fight,  a  poffible  thing.  And 
were  we  fure  of  no  more,  the  notion  is  fo  refpedable  in  itfel^ 
fo  beneficial  to  human  fociety,  and  To  peculiarly  comfortable 
to  every  honeft  mind,  that  palling  it  over  with  a  fcomfiil  ne- 
1;le6l,  inftead  of  attending  to  it  fcrioufly,  would  be  haughtinels 
,  of  fpirit,  blameworthy  and  fliockihg  to  a  great  degree.  But 
the  reality  of  this  notion  is  undeniably  proved,  by  tlie  plainfll 
obfervations  on  every  part  of  the  univerfe,  and  the  ftriScft 
inquiries  into  its  general  conltitution ;  by  the  natural  prepof- 
fefllons  of  common  men^  the  acuteft  reafonings  of  IpeculatiTe 
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men,  and  the  moft  univerfal  confent  that  cvet  any  invifiblo. 
truth  obtained  of  all  men.  Yet  farther,  to  leave  no  plea  for 
ignorance  of  it  or  its  confequences^  the  Creator  hath  made 
hixnfelf  known  to  his  creatures  bj  exprefs  revelation  y  and 
dedared  what  he  is,  what  he  expe£ls  from  them,  what  he 
hath  decreed  concerning  them.  How  monftrous  a  difpofitioa 
of  fenl  muft  it  be  then,  that  can  pride  itfdf  in  (landing  out 
againft  fuch  evidence  of  fuch  a  do^rine  ;  can  take  upon  it  to 
cenfure  the  works  of  the  Almighty^,  without  underfianding  a. 
fingle  part  of  them  thoroughly  ;  can  triumph  in  the  thought 
of  an  ungoverned  and  fatherlefs  world,,  of  wickednefs  unpu- 
niflied,  and  virtue  unrewarded,  and  hold  thofe.  in  utter  con- 
tempt who  entertain  better  hopes  ! 

Our  nation  affords,  I  fear,  more  than  a-  few  perfons  guilty 
even  of  fuch  pride  againfl  CMi  as  this.  But  it  affords  mul- 
titndes  of  a  fort^  if  poffible,.  yet  more  unaccountable,  who  be- 
Eeve  in  him,  and  (light,  him.  Acknowledging  a  Sovereign 
Lord  of  the  world,,  without  (landing  in  awe  of  him^  is  doubt- 
kis  a  moft  afionilhing  incon(iftency ;  and  yet  I  conceive  it 
wiQ  appear,  on  inquiry,  the  main  fource  of  thofe  great  and 
many  fins  for  which  we  are  met  here  to  exprefs  our  concern. 
Now,  if  this  be  our  cafe,  a  little  refleSion  will  (hew  it  to  be 
a  very  dangerous  one  :  and  the  apoftle  hath  pointed  out  the 
only  cure,  that  fince,  as  th^  preceding  verfe  teaches.  Cod  re^ 
ffeth  the  proudy  and  givetb  grace  to  the  bumble.  We  (hould. 
bmnble  ourf elves  unfeignedly  unden  his  migbty  band,,  which 
hath  been,  and  is,  in  (everal  refpefts,  heavy  on  us  ;  that  fo, 
milead  of  depre(Eng  us  lower  (lill,  be  may  exalt  us  again  in 
iue  time. 

There  are  not  many  comparatively^  but,,  in  their  cooler 
tonrs  at  leaft,  believe  the  Author  of  Nature  to  be  alfo  the 
wife  and  juft  Lawgiver  and  Ruler  .of  mankind.  Nay,  la- 
mentable as  the  apoftacy  of  our  days  hath  been,  the  genera- 
lity ftill  entertain  aperfuafion,  grounded  on  the  firmcil  proofs,, 
that  he  hath  notifi^  the  conditions  of  eternal  felicity  by  Jefus 
Chrift.  But,  having  this  knowledge  t^Godf  do  Xh^j  glorify. 
hif»  as  God  *  ?  Do  diey  pay  any  ho9iage.  to  him  ?  Do  thejf 
cultivate  any  regard /or  him  ?   Do  they  confider  him  as  the. 

Giv^t 
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Giter  of  all  Good,  to  whom  their  thanks  are  due  for  every 
thing  they  enjoy ;  as  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth,  who  fiiall 
reward  eveiy  one  according  to  his  works  ?  Will  they,  in 
obedience  to  that  reafon  which  he  hath  heflowed  on  them^ 
refift  their  vicious  appetites  and  pailions  ?  Will  they,  on  the 
authority  of  that  revelation  Ivhioh  he  ha^h  fuperadded,  re- 
ceive any  thing,  but  what  they  can  fee  of  themfelves  to  be 
true  J  or  do  any  thing,  but  what  they  can  fee  of  themfelves 
to  be  requifite  ?  Is  it  not  indeed  their  ilated  practice  to  fet 
their  own  inclinations  and  fancies  above  all  his  afiertioos  and 
laws  ;  difdaining  to  naind  what  is  right  or  wrongs  even  when 
it  relates  to  this  life ;  and  much  more  to  ^be  fwayed  by  the 
tendenpies^  which  dodrines  or  precepts  may  have^  to  fit  them 
for  the  happinefs  of  another  ?  '  v 

Nay,  fuch  as  imagine  themfelves  pcrn^s  vcty  fteady  bc^ 
lievers,  and  fufficiently  good  Ghriftians,  do  nbt  many  of  them, 
though  lefs'  profeflcdly,  and  without  diftinftly  feeing  it,  yet 
almoft  as  eflfeftuallyi  make  their  choice^  juft  as  they  like^  in 
what  things  their  Chrifiianity  fhall  coniift ;  and  what  thej 
will  go  on  to  think  or  pra&ife,  however  plainly  forbidden  in 
any-one's  judgment  but  their  own.  Are  they  at  all  willing 
to  feek,  with  ferious  humility,  whtt  the  gofpel  teaches  ?  Are 
they  withheld  from  any  fin  which  it  forbids,  merdyby  the 
fear  of  their  Lord  and  Mailer  ?  Do  they  perform  any.  duty 
which  it  enjoins,  merely  from  love  to  their  Redeemer  ?  Try 
them  but  in  one  point.  The  facred  writings  have  repeatedly 
direded  d  regular  attendance  on  public  worihip  and  inllruc- 
tion  :  yet  they  negleft  it  perpetually,  on  pretences  for  which 
they  would  negled  fcarce  any  one  thing  befides  :  when  thej 
condefcend  to  come,  they  would  ufually  be  underilood  to  do 
it  as  matter  of  prudence,  or  propriety,  and  compliance  with 
cuftom,  but  by  no  means'  of  obedience  to  God.  And^  in  ge* 
neral,  they  fubftitute  the  fafliions  and  ufages  of  what  they 
call  the  world,  that  is,  of  the  perfons  with  whom  they  dciire 
to  pleafe,  in  the  place  of  the  divine  commands^  This  wretdi- 
cd  rule  they  follow  againit  their  confciences  firft  j  to  this,  by 
degrees,  they  tend  their  confciences  afterwards ;  and  when 
once  they  have  accomplifhed  that,  they  will  not  reflefi,  xht^ 
wiU  not  hearken,  they  wiU  not  bear  the  mention  of  an  argu-^ 
mcnt  or  hint  to  the  eontrajty,  but  ezdaim  agaiitft  it  as  ab' 
5  fanf. 
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furd,  before  it  can  well  be  brought  out^  let  reafoa  or  fcri|)- 
tare  fay  what  they  will ;  till  at  laft,  not  even  yet  reaouncinjg 
their  faith,  they  have  hardly^a  fingle  good  impreflion  from  it 
left ;  no  gratitude  to  6od^  no  hope  in  him,  no  dread  of  him ; 
DO  thought  of  themfelves  in  eameft  as  his  creatures  y  nor  any 
reooUeftion  how  profligate  a  treatment  this  is  of  our  Maker^ 
our  Saviour,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  grace.  We  do  not  know^ 
I  believe,  nor  fufpeft  very  ofteti,  how  inconiiderable  God  id 
kcome  in  our  eyes,  and  how  near  advances  we  have  made  to 
what  is,  in  effed,  mere  atheifm.  ^ut  we  have  cheated  our* 
fdyes  with  difguifes,  and  ihifted  between  religion  and  irreli- 
gion,  till  we  have  no  perception  whereabout  we  are.  And  it 
is  high  time  for  us  to  fix,  once  for  all,  which  we  will  ftand 
to.  For  if  the  Almighty  deferves  any  tegard,  he  dcTerves  ^ 
moft  dutiful  and  univerfal  one;  Will  we  therefore  pay  him 
tiiat,  or  will  we  avow  paying  him  none  ? 

But  were  many  of  us^  whofe  appearance  is  more  decent, 
to  be  examined,  what  there  is  in  us  beyond  appearance;  were 
many,  who  have  fome  inward  refifaints  and  pious  feelings, 
queftionecl  how  far  they  extend,  and  if  there  be  not  mixed 
with  them  a  much  lefs  indeed,  but  ftill  a  very  criminal  ne« 
gleft  and  contempt  of  the  Supreme  Being,  what  do  they  think 
the  refult  would  be  ?  Were  fuch  to  be  aiked,  how  often  they 
pray  to  hint  in  private,  or  whether  they  rememfeer  perhaps 
when  they  did  fo  laft  5.  with  what  attention  they  pray  at  fugh 
times,  or  whether  hurrying  over  a  fet  of  tmmeaning  words 
contents  them ;  what  care  they  take  in  his  houfe,  that  their 
hearts  join  in  the  things  they  fay,  or  improve  fey  thofe  they 
hear ;  how  often  they  meditate,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  on 
their  duty^  apd  their  condition  with  regard  to  apother  life ; 
whether  in  truth  they  almoft  ever  thinjs.  of  a  future  ftate,  as 
their  principal  eoncern>  or  have  not  inwardly  chofen  their 
portion  here ;  whether  they  indulge  no  fecret  immorality, 
are  chargerUe  with  no  injullice  or.  unmercifulnefs  ;  what  ex- 
preffion,  or  what  tinfture^  there  is  in  their  common  conver*'^ 
lation  and  behaviour  of  a  Chriftian  fpirit ;  what  zeal  they 
have,  what  expences  they  are  at,  what  methods  they  encou- 
nge,  what  pains  they  take  fot  promoting  the  prefent  and 
eternal  welfare  of  their  fellow^creatures  ;  how  muft  they  an- 
fwcT  ?  'Nobody  hath  a  right,  it  may  be,  to  put  fuch  queftions 
Vol.  Ill-      :  P  p  to 
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fo  yon  ;  but  furcly  they  are  vcrjr  important  for  you  to  put 
to  ycurfelvcs.  And  for  God*s  fake  do  it ;  and  prefc  your 
fouls  home  to  piake  an  honeft  reply.  For  if  rtligion  be  tny 
thing,  thefe  are  moll  material  things.  Do  you  then  find,  that 
you  have  hitherto  been,  in  relation  to  them,  fuch  perfons  vs 
you  ought  ?  And  if  not,  4o  you  experience  a  proportioiuble 
concern  for  your  failures  ?  Are  you  even  now  refolved  to 
become  ftich  ?  And  will  you  rememiber  and  keep  to  wliat 
you  refolve  ;  or  run  away  from  your  oonviftions  to  the  firft 
employment  or  amufement  you  can  hope  to  lofe  diem  in,  or 
however  fufFer  them  to  wear  out  for  want  of  being  renewed; 
fo,  after  a  while,  negled  your  Mdcer  and  his  laws  as  mncfa 
as  ever ;  and  poffibly  defpife  yourfelves  for  having  once,  in 
a  fort  of  fright,  thought  to  do  otherwife  ?  If  you  relapfe  fo 
far,  your  cafe  will  be  a  very  dangerous,  God  grant  it  be  not 
a  defperate  one. 

Yet  amongft  all  thefe  blameable  forts  of  perfons.  Acre  are 
many  perhaps  not  ill  difpofed,  were  they  left  to  follow  their 
own  judgments  quietly,  towards  becoming  fincerely  and 
througbout  religious  ;  but  the  world  would  wonder  at  thtm, 
their  acquaintance  would  ridicule  them  ;  and  that  they  can- 
not bear.  But  which  is  your  God  then  ?  The  world,  or  the 
Maker  of  it  ?  Ahd  which  is  it  fitter  you  ihould  humble  yoar- 
felvcs  under  ?  The  rightful  authority  of  the  grcateft  and  beft 
of  Beings,  or  the  u(urped  tyranny  of  a  few  vain  mortals, 
^7hofe  friendfliip  means  you  no  good,  and  whofe  enmity  can 
do  you  no  harm  ?  But  fo  it  is  :  we  are  cowardly  one  to  ano- 
ther, and  brave  only  againft  him  who  bath  power  to  cafl  nAa 

Even  the  loweft  part  of  mankind,  they  alfo  now  have  leamt 
from  their  fuperiors  .to  lift  themfelves  up  in  defiance  of  the 
Mod  High  J  to  plead  openly  and  boldly  for  gradficadonj, 
exprefsly  prohibited  by  his  commandments  ;  to  prefer  their 
diverfions  or  their  idlenefs  before  his  worfliip  f  fome/)f  them 
XXiJit  in^  and  others  to  furround  the  feat  ofthefcorner\.  For 
poor  wretches  that  know  nothing  elfe,  imagine  they  know 
enough,  however,  to  be  above  inftruftion  in  their  duty,  to 
eontemn  God'^  word,  and  feoff  at  his  minifters, 

Such 
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Such  is  the  condition,  and  I  appeal  to  the  obfervation  of 
jou  ally  alas  I  to  the  confciepces  of  too  man j  of  jou,  if  it  be 
not  dailj  more  and  morey  if  it  be  not,  I  had  almoft  faid,  uni* 
verfally,  the  c(Hidition  of  the  people  of  this  land,  efpeciaUy 
this  citj.  Help^  Lord ;  for  the  godly  man  cta/etby  for  tie 
faithful  fail  from  among  the  children  ofmen^. 

Bat  how  great  and  general  foever  our  tranfgreflions  have 
been,  it  will  be  alleged,  that  thej  cannot  have  arifen  from  a 
principle  fo  very  fhocking  as  pride,  direded  againft  the  Au- 
thor of  our  Beings,  but  from  inconfiderate  indulgence  of  lefs 
heinous,  though  ftill  blame-worthjr  difpoiitions.  But  wer» 
there,  and  O  that  there  were  !  much  more  room  for  this  plea 
than  there  ij,  yet  bare  inconfideratenefs  and  forgetfulnefs  of 
God  is,  in  no  fmall  degree,  contempt  of  him.  However^ 
feme  offenders  have  not  adventured  on  fo  direft  impiety  as 
others.  And  we  ought  to  judge,  with  all  poflible  tendernefs^ 
pf  every  one's  cafe  befides  our  own ;  but  it  concerns  us,  be^ 
yond  expreffion,  not  to  flatter  ourfelves  in  that.  And  w^ 
may  difcem,  with  certainty,  the  true  ftate  of  it  by  this  one 
nuirk.  If  want  of  thought  hath  occafioned  ill  behaviour,  we 
Ihall  be  thankful  for  admonition,  and  readily  change  ouf 
coarfe ;  if  pride,  we  ihall  be  difpleafed  with  it,  and  tempted 
to  go  on.  But  whether  we  have  difobeyed  God  wilfully  or 
inadvertently,  we  have  great  caufe  to  humble  ourfelves  be- 
fore him  with  deep  contrition,  and  bewail  our  own  perfonal 
guilt  in  the  firft  place,  then  the  iins  of  thofe  who  make  up 
the  fame  commimity  with  us  \  for  he  cannot  correft  them^ 
but  we  mull  fufler  %t  the  fame  time. 

Now,  fuppoiing  we  did  not  at  all  feel  ourfelves  particular* 
ly  under  bis  nughty  hand  at  prefent,  yet  furely  we  ought  to 
recoiled  with  great  awe,  that  in  reality  we  are  under  it  al- 
ways. His  government  of  the  world  is  without  cea&ng  car* 
ried  on,  however  filently,  yet  fteadily  and  powerfully,  to  that 
one  end,  which  a  Being  of  pcrfed  holinefs  mud  propofe  to 
himfelf  ultimately,  the  m^nifeilation  of  his  glory,  ,in  the  pu« 
niflmient  of  the  wicked,  and  reward  of  the  good.  Were  both 
to  be  entirely  deferred  till  after  death,  as  the  chief  part  of 
J)oth  wilU  yet  how  x;ear  is  that  to  us  all ;  and  how  very  near 
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to  many  of  us^^  who  perhaps  are  the  fartheft  of  anj  from  fof* 
peding  it !  Though,  were  it  as  diftaat  as  it  can,  jet  the  con- 
nexion of  it  with  eternal  enjoyments  or  fufibrings  being  as 
certain  as  that  God  is  holy  and  true,  the  praAical  inference 
>  TV!Duld  be  juft  the  ftime  as  if  it  were  overtaking  us  this  very 
moment.  But  indeed,  unlefs  we  will  abfolntely  ihut  our 
«ycs,  we  nauft  fee  judgments  from  above,  both  naturally  flow- 
ing from  our  fins,  and  additionally  infiided  on  them  in  the 
mean  while. 

All  wickednefs,  by  the  righteous  and  wife  appointment  of 
Providence,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  produces  mi- 
fery :  and  the  great  reftraint  from  all  wickednefs  is  the  ficar 
oif  God.  While  men  continue  to  reverence  him,  there  will 
always  be  fome  hold  upon  them,  to  keep  them  back  from 
committing  evil,  or  bring  them  back  to  repent  of  it-  But 
when  once  that  band  is  broken,  which  it  is  of  late  in  this  na- 
tion, beyond  any  other  in  the  Ghriflian,  or  perhaps  the  Hea- 
then world,  flighter  and  weaker  ties  will  foon  give  way  one 
after  another,  till  by  degrees  every  thing  is  fet  loofe.  And 
how  very  faft  accordingly  our  morals  and  our  prudence  have 
been  forfaking  us,  ever  fince  we  have  begun  to  forfake  reli- 
gion, and  to  find  out  that  our  Maker  is  unworthy  of  our  notice^ 
a  little  reflexion  will  fliew  us  too  plainly,  if  indeed  any  be 
needful.  Do  we  not  fee  probity  and  integrity,  friendlinefs 
smd  natural  afib£tion,  vifibly  decayed  ?  Ferfons  of  all  ranks 
living  above  their  ranks  \  and  firft  diftreiSng  themielvcs  and 
their  families  by  vain  and  vicious  ^pences,  then  defcending 
to  every  bafenefs  that  will  enable  them  to  proceed  in  this 
wrong  way,  and  every  folly  that  will  drive  away  remorfe  for 
an  hour,  though  by  furniihing  caufe  for  its  return  with  more 
bittcrnefs  thsm  ever ;  crowding  their  whole  time  with  ab- 
furd  and  dangerous  diverfions,  and  infefted  with  a  rage  for 
plcafure  and  fhew,  be  thp  confequences  what  they  will ;  that 
hath  taken  pofFeffibn  of  high  and' low,  young  and  old,  to  a  de- 
gree unknown  before ;  and  in  many  fears  not,  in  fome  affeds, 
to  difplay  itfelf,  on  the  days  fet  apart  for  the  worfhip  of  God, 
nay  for  folemn  penitence'  and  humiliation  ?  Do  we  not  fee  al- 
moft  every  body  treating  the  groffeft  and  moft  pernicious  im- 
moralities, of  what  they  gently  ftile  the  gay  kind,  as  no  faults 
at  all  in  one  fe::,  and  daily  approaching  nearer  towards  af. 
7  fording 
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'  fording  them  open  countenance  in  the  other :  making,  on  any 
occafion  indeed,  ver j  little  diftinftion,  though  it  be  of  un«> 
fpeakable  importance  to  make  a  great  one,  between  good  peo-? 
^e  and  bad ;  or,  to  faj  the  truth,  -rather  inverting  than  laj« 
ing  claim  to  the  pfalmift's  charader :  In  v)ht)Je  eyts  a  vile  per^ 
fan  is  contemned  ;  but  be  bonouretb  tbem^  that  fear  tbt  Lord*. 
Do  we  not  fee  them  educating  their  children,  and  managing 
dicir  fervants,  as  if  it  were  on  purpofe  to  have  them  wicked  ;• 
plainlj  perceiving  them  to  be  miferable  in  confequence  of  it ; 
perpetually  involved  themfelves  in  grievous  uneafinefTes  and' 
diflkulties  from  it,  and  making  frequentlj  heavy  complaints 
erf  it ;  yet  never  once  rcflefling  to  purpofe,  whence  it  comes, 
or  what  would  mend  it ;  but  flupidly  acquiefcing  in  what  they 
have  the  nearefl  concern  to  prevent  ^  and  taking  it  for  grants 
cd,  that  fuch  of  n^cellity  is  to  be  the  condition  of  their  fkmi^ 
lies,  from  one  generation  to  another  ? 

And  if  thefe  fruits  have  fprung  in  private  life  from  our 
difdain  of  piety,  what  muft  it  have  produced  in  public  ?  Juft 
what  we  were  to  expert  from  a  number  of  fuch  creatures  put 
together ;  and  from  the  fixed  decree  of  providence,  that  tbey, 
who  plougb  iniquity  J  andfow  wickednefsyjball  reap  tbe  fame  f . 
Rolers  and  magiftrates,  having  permitted  the  authority  that 
ordained  them  to  fink,  have,  by  a  confequence  which  they 
might  eafily  have  fof  efeen,  loll  their  own  :  Refped  to  every 
kind  of  fuperiors  is  worn  oiit ;  and  next  to  the  laws  of  hea^ 
ven,  thofe  of  our  country  are  regarded  leaft.  The  nature  of 
things,  and  the  word  pf  God^  have  made  uprightnels  and  in-« 
Juftry  the  fupports  of  fociety,  and  religion  the  fupport  of 
them.  But  we  have  imagined  we  could  do  better  than  this : 
we  haye  been  laying  other  foundations,  and  bringing  thefe  in- 
to utter  difefteem,  as  it  were  Igr  confent  on  all  fides,  till  they^ 
who  defire  moft  to  aft  upon  principle,  find,  it  may  be  feared, 
fcarce  any  remainder  of  principle  among  us  left  to  aft  upon* 
We  have  trufted  in  tbe  fiaff  of  a  broken  reedy  whereon  if  a  man 
IfOMy  it  will  go  into  bis  hand,  and  pierce  itX,  Webave  forfaken 
Cody  tbe  fountain  of  living  waters^  and  bewed  us  out  broken 

nfiemTy  that  can  bold  no  water  J.     We  have  indeed  been 
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worfe  than  negligent,  we  have  been  jealous  of  religion ;  feai' 
fill  that  bigotry,  enthufiafm,  fuperftition^  and  all  manner  ctf 
evils  would  flow  from  it;  and  fo,  without  taking  the  ^kaft 
care  to  guard  againft  them,  or  prevent!  the  increafe  of  that 
communion,  in  which  they  are  moft  intimately  mixed  with  it, 
pety  in  general  hath  j^^een  noade  the  fuhjeft  of  invedive  aod 
deriiion,  till  we  are  at  prefent  immerfedin  profaneneis  and 
profligatenefs :  and^  as  extremes  beget  one  another,  dire£dj 
in  the  road  to  be  over-run  after  a  whil^by  Popery,  the  fchools 
ckf  which  are  multiplying  continually  in  our  ftreets.  We  haTe 
thought  the  morals  of  our  people  totally  undeferving  of  re- 
gard^ unlefs  it  were  to  corrupt  them,  that  We  might  eojoj 
iiepttbHc  benefits  of  private  vices :  and  the  confequence  hath 
been,  to  fay  of  others  no  more  than  hath  been  faid,  that  oar 
-gooTf  the  ftrength  and  riches  of  a  nation  when  regulated  well, 
ate  every-where  deftroying  themfelves  and  their  pofterity  by 
^eir  intemperance  and  promifcuous  lewdnefs ;  and  becomiog, 
in  the  mean  time,  an  infupportable  burthen  by  their  idlenefs 
«nd  extravagance. .  We  have  thought  that  neither  God  nor 
man  were  to  reftrain  whatever  we  pleafe  to  call  liberty ;  and 
thus  we  have  plunged  into  a  licentioufhcfs,  that  hath  brought 
npon  us  many  of  the  inconveniencies,  and  almoft  all  the  dK* 
content,  of  flavery. 

Nor  hath  the  Almi^ty  omitted  to  fuperadd,  though  with 
a  gentle  hand,  corredions  entirely  his  own,  to  the  fuSerings, 
which  we  have  chofen  to  inflifi:  on  ourfelves,  by  means  of  the 
ftaled  connexions,  which  he  hath  wifely  and  ju|Uy  eftabUfhed. 
We  had  long  been  pofTeiTed  of  the  l^llefling  pf  pes^,  without 
making  any  one  good  ufe  of  it :  and  he  hath  permitted  a  war 
to  come  upoq  us,. of  which  we  forefee  neither  the  duration  nor 
the  event.  We  had  long  enjoyed  healthy  and  plentiful  fea- 
fons,  without  acknowledging  Him'  for  the  giver  of  them :  and 
,^1ve  have  fince  been  vifited  with  figknefs  in  all  our  borders  i 
and  fuch  dearth  a^  few,  if  any  of  us,  ever  knew  before.  Our 
peavens  have  been  made  as  brafs^  anei  our  earth  as  iron  * ;  and 
wc  would  not  underftand  it  to  be  a  chaftifenient :  the  former 
and  the  latter  rain\  have  been  reftored  to  us,  and  we  have  not 
f>wned  it  to  be  a  mercy,     flow,  if  lighter  and  Iborter  judg-^ 
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Inents  wiU  not  awaken  us,  heavier  aiul  longer  muft»  For  15 
tiie  prophet  foretells :  Zor^,  when  thy  hmnd  is  lifted  uf^  they 
mSl  mM  fee i  imt  they  Jballjee^.  And  how  much  greater 
evils  Gid  znay  yet  caufe  bs  to  fee,  lies  hid  in  the  tteafores  of 
his  own  foreknowledge.  We  are  at  preCent  in  1  condition^ 
that  maj,  in  various  refpeds,  Vety  naturally  and  very  foos 
become  extremely  dreadful.  And  what  elfe  we  can  do  to  bet* 
ter  oar  profped,  is  neither  eafy  for  any  perfon  to  difoover, 
nor  indeed  the  concern  of  every  perfon  to  inquire ;  but  there 
is  one  thing,  which  alone  of  itfclf  will  do  incredible  good  ; 
and  every  thing  befides,  very  litde  without  it  \  which  we  aS 
luve  in  our  power,  and  all  feel  to  be  our  duty.  Come^,  and  let 
ui  return  etnto  the  Lord  our  God}  for  he  hath  tom^  and  hi 
win  heal  tts  :  He  hathfmitten,  euid  he  Vfitt  hind  ui  up  f  • 

Both  particulars  and  nations,  whidi  fail  into  a  bad  way,- 
ire  ilrangely  unwilling,  for  the  moft  part,  to  underftand  the 
truth  of  their  own  cafe.  Such  was  the  difpofition  of  Ood't 
ancient  people,  admirably  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Sofia  : 
His  Jlrength  is  devoured^  and  he  inoweth  it  not :  yea,  grey 
hairs  are  upon  hintj  and  he  Anoweth  it  not 4  And  the  pride  of 
Ifrae?  tejlifeth  to  his  face  :  and  they  do  not  return  to  the  Lord^ 
Mor  feet  him,  for  all  this  t*  Nay,  wheli  the  difeafe  is  mndi 
too  notorious  to  be  denied,  perCons  will  be  afcribing  it  to  o^ 
ther  caufes,  and  inventing  other  cures,  than  the  right  one ; 
patting  co&fidence  in  fchemes  unconnefied  with  reformation^ 
and  perhaps  mending  bad  with  worfe.  But  to  thefe  the  Al-^ 
mighty  himfelf  hath  exprefsly  denounced :  Woe  to  the  reheU 
Sous  children^  faith  the  Lord^  that  take  counfel^  hut  not  of  me  ^ 
that  cover  with  a  coveri^g^  hut  not  of  my  fpirit ;  that  they  may 
aid  Jin  to  Jin  :  that  will  not  hear  the  law  of  the  Lord;  which 
fay,  caufe,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael  to  ceafe  from  before  ust, 
Wherefore,  thus  faith  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael,  Beiaufe  ye  def^ 
fife  this  word,  therefore  this  imquity  Jhall  he  to  you  as  ek 
breach  ready  to  faU,  fwelKng  out  in  a  high  wall,  whofe  hreai^ 
ing  Cometh  fuddenly  at  an  injlant  {•  Healing  fores  in  a  pal-», 
liative  unfound  manner,  only  occafions  their  burfting  out  again 
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with  more  threatening  fymptoms.  If  therefore  we  would 
tralj  mend  our  cafe,  we  muft  go  to  the  bottom  of  it.  We 
have  been  wicked»  and  we  mail  repent.  We  have  defpifed 
God)  and  we  mufi  bumble  our/elves  utuler  bis  migbty  band. 

But  then  what  fhall  we  reekoH  is  doing  £0?  Is  it  merely 
appointing  or  obferving  a  form  of  humiliatioa  for  formes 
iake  ?  Inftead  of  appeafing  Ood,  we  ilhall  not  fo  much  as  dti 
ceivc  men  by  this  ;  but  onlj  veil  itreligion  with  tranfparent 
hjpocrify.  Is  it  then  b^ing  affefted  and  warmed  a  little^  at 
the  time,  hj  what  wd  faj  or  hear  in  this  place^  andbeconung,- 
ahnoft  immediately  afteri  juft  the  Caxnt  perfoxis  that  we  were 
before  !  On  the  contrary,  thde  txtefient  fits  of  piety  are 
mentioned  in  fcriptilre^  as  a  very  difcoutaging  fign  :  0  Epb^ 
raim,  v)bat  Jhall  I  do  unto  tbte  /  0  Judabi  ^batJbaU  I  da 
unto  tbee  /  For  your  goodaeft  is  as  a  morning  cloudy  and  as 
tbe  early  dew  it  goetb  away  **  While  perfons  refleft  not  at 
all,  one  knows  not  how  it  may  operate,  if  ever  they  come  to 
refleftt  But  when,  tbtough  the  grace  of  God,-  they  have  ac«> 
tually  been  made  fenfible  of  their  guilt  and  their  danger,  and 
yet  relapfe  into  it ;  when  their  convi&ions  have  been  renews 
ed,  their  good  purpofes  repeated,  and  yet  sdl  fuSered,  time 
after  time,  to  fall  bade  into  nothing,  what  can  be  expe&ed, 
but  that  heaven  will  at  laft  abandon  thofe,  who,  in  fo  ihame' 
ful  a  manner,  abandon  themfelves  ?  .  Our  prefent  bufioeis 
therefore  is,  each  of  us  to  imprint  on  our  minds  now  fuch 
deep  fentiments,  as  may  influence  us  ever  after,  that. devoutly 
conforming  our  lives  and  our  fouls  to  the  will  of  God,  is  the 
very  end  of  our  being :  to  recoiled  and  confeis  before  him, 
how  grievoufly  and  how  long  both  we  in  particular,  and  this 
nation  in  general,  have  negleded  the  obedience  we  owe  him: 
to  acknowledge,  that  we  are  altogether  in  his  hands,  as  prl« 
yate  perfons  and  as  a  people :  to  confid^r  whatever  hath  be- 
iallen  us,  as  le&  than  our  iniquities  have  merited :  to  prepare 
ourfelves,  with  meek  refignation,  for  whatever  more  he  maj* 
pleafe  to  inflift  on  us  :  yet  eameftly  petition  him,  that  what- 
ever becomes  of  our  temporal  concerns,  our  fpirits  may  h 
Javed  in  tbe  day  of  tbe  Lord  Jefus  t ;  and  that  if  it  be  confid- 
ent 
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eat  with  his  hoU^efs  ind  wif4pm,  h^  would  ipare  ns  evea  iix 
this  world;  not  for  pur  ri^bteoufnefs^  biit  his  cwn  great  merT 
tiu*^  in  Chrift  oar  Redec^i^er^  ^x  the  honour  of  his  name, 
and  tht  preferyati^n  pf  his  true  religion  eftabliihed  amongft 
US ;  to  £^nn  fblentn  reiblations  agaanft  evprj  fin;  againft  cver^. 
occafion  of  fin,  for  the  future  :  begging  at  the  fame  time  that 
grace  of  our  SanfiEifier,  which  alone  can  make  them  e{re6tual ; 
aod  do  all  th^e  things  not  Ofij^  in  profeffion,  as  matter  of  out- 
ward decency^'but  from  the  bottoizil  of  our  fouls ;  hot  onlj 
with  a  fudden  fervor,  excited  here  in  the  congregation^  but 
deliberatelj  at  home^  before  oUr  Father  which  feeih  in  fe^ 

How  ^stfy;  or  how  hard;  if  ihay  be  for  any  of  us  to  bring 
our  hearts  really  into  fuch  a  frame  as  this,  he  only  knows^ 
who  knows  all  things.  Perhaps  it  is  d  fort  of  language,  and 
away  of  thinkings  to  which  fonie  of  us  have  nevet  been  ufcd,* 
and  which  others  hdve  long  difufed.  If  it  be,  we  have  fo 
mach  the  more  need  to  take  it  up  without  delay.  For  ouf 
Maker  and  our  Judg;e  is  entitled  to  the  moft  lowly  fubraiffions 
from  hi$  guilty  creatures  ;  and  thete  is  neither  any  meannefs 
in  makings  nor  dny  greatnefs  in  refuiing,  them.  In  sill  cafes; 
the  juft  and  thei  right  is  the  worthy  and  the  honourable  beha- 
viour. But  in  this^  above  tU,  it  is  the  mK^eflary  one  tod; 
Obftinacy  cannot  fupport  us  \  diffimulation  will  not  conceal 
OS ;  it  is  God.  we  are  eondemed  with;  and  Our  only  refource 
is  to  throw  ourfelvcs  on  his  mercy^  The  very  bell  of  us  have 
caufe  to  lament  our  failings;  to  reitdrafe  our  vows^  to  implore 
his  forgivenefs  aund  afiiftance^  yet  more  ardently  than  we  have 
done.  In  proportion  to  our  tranfgreilions  ^d  deficiencies; 
oar  felf'^abafement,  our  penitence^  our  fupplications;  our  e& 
forts  of  amendment^  ought  to  increafe.  .  And  that  bur  per- 
formance of  thefe  obligations  will  be  followed^  bad  as  out 
Sate  is»  with,  the  happieft  eonfequences^  reafon  affotds  oom-^ 
fortablehope^  the  whote  tenor  of  fcripture  exprefsly  declares, 
and  the  text  with  peculiar  ftrength-  implies,  humble  yaur-^ 
Jthet  under  tht  enighty  band  of  God^  that  he  may  exalt  you 
in  due  tme^ 
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But  I  muft  not  now  enter  on- the  illoftration  and  proof  of 
this  important  connexion.  M&y  our  prefent  humiliation  pxt 
an  experimental  proof  of  it,-  bj  effedhiallj  inclining  us  to  fc 
reconciled  to  God*,  and  inducing  him  to  direA  our  puUic 
counfels  into  the  way  of  national  profpcrity,  and  our  pri?ate 
cbndud:  into  that  of  eternal  bleilednefs. 

4 

*  %  Cor.  T.  »o. 


SER- 


SERMON     CXIX. 

> 

(Preached  on  a  General  Fall.) 

The  Dutt  or  Humility  at  all  Times,  more  especiaxlt 
ON  Occasions  of  National  Distress. 


1  Pet.  v.  6. 


Humble  yourfilves  therefore  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God, 

that  be  may  exalt  you  in  due  time. 

% 

A 

A  T  our  laft  meeting  on  the  fame  moft  necefTairjr  occafion 
which  calls  us  together  now,  I  endeavoured  to  lay  be- 
fore jouy  from  thefe  words,  both  the  general  duty  of  man's 
Moeliing  humbly  with  bis  God*,  and  the  particular  reafons, 
^hich  we  of  this  nation  have,  for  exercifing  a  very  deep  hu- 
mility towards  him,  as  we  have  been  particularly  guilty,  be- 
fides  various  other  fins,  of  that  unfpeakable  (hocking  one, 
pride  againft  him.  Too  many  amongft  us^  have  dared  to  treat 
the  faith,  if  not  of  iis  being,  yet  of  the  only  thing  which 
makes  it  valuable,  a  juft  and  good  providence,  with  utter 
contempt ;  abfurd  as  it  is,  that  the  wife  and  powerful  Maker 
of  the  world  ihould  not  be  the  Ruler  of  it,  and  that  the  Ruler 
of  the  world  ihould  not  reward  ^every  one  according  to  bis 
nvoris  t.  Much  greater  numbers,  if  they  do  not  deny  his 
moral  government,  yet  almoft  entirely  difregard  it ;  attend 
on  his  public  worihip  but  feldom,  and  then  vifibly  as  matter 
of  mere  external  decency ;  never  condefcend  to  pay  him  any 
liomage  in  private  ;  nor  through  their  whole  behaviour  con- 
fider  him,  in  the  kaft,  as  what  they  profiefs  to  acknowledge 
he  is,  the  Lawgiver,  the  Infpeftor.  and  Judge  of  their  lives 

Q^q  2  and 
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and  hearts  y  but  fecurelj  follow  pafEoiiy  appetite,  cuftom, 
fiancjy  as  the  guide  of  their  conduft )  and  openly  ridicii}« 
thofe  that  do  otBerWife  ;  call  thdmfeltes  GhrifUaq^  perhaps; 
but  are  totally  void  of  reverence  for  every  doftrine  of  Chrif-* 
tianity  jthat  is  above  their  comprehenfion,  for  every  precept 
that  cQutradids  their  inclination,  ^nd  ftraiigely  negligent  even 
pi  natural  piety  s^id  focial  virti^e.  larger  multitudes  yet 
imagine^  that  they  are  mighty  religious  perfons^  if  they  pre* 
ferve  but  a  tolerable  regularity  in  fhjs  outward  afts  of  devo- 
tion, juftice  and  temperanccj  though  not  proceeding  from  any 
inward  principle  of  love  and  duty  to  G^  ;  not  acconopanied 
by  any  fenfe  of  their  needing  his  pardon  through  the  bleflcd 
JefuSy  or  his  help  through  the  influences  of  the  Ho}y  Spirit ; 
not  carried  on  to  an  uniform  habit  either  of  obedience  or  re« 
£gnation,  or  animated  \rf  the  hopes  of  a  better  world.  In^ 
deed  they  moft  commonly  live,  and  often  die,  as  iin«oxtf:exnr4 
about  his  future  difpofal  of  them,  as  if  .it  were  not  a  matter 
of  moment  at  all,  inftead  of  being  tbe  only  real  pne  that  bcy 
longs  to  our  condition. 

But,  if  poflible,  we  have  flighted  him  fttll  itere,  coofidered 
as  a  people,  than  feparately.  We  have  enjoyed  the  greatdl 
national  blef&ngs,  without  the  leaft  national  thankfulneis  for 
them.  In  particular^  he  hath  blefled  ns  with  the  cleareft 
knowledge  of  the  foveral  obligations  incumbent  on  as ;  am) 
we  have  fliewn  the  moft  abfolute  fcom  pf  all  methods  for 
promoting  or  fecurjng  the  pnuftice  of  them,  even  in  thofe 
points  on  which  our  public  welfare  paoft  confefledly  depends. 
Nor  have  we  hitherto  received  the  warnings,  or  even  the 
correft;(ms  of  the  Almighty,  which  have  begiifi  to  overtdcc 
us,  with  noore  refpeS:  than  his  niercles.  You  haVe  juft  hesri 
the  cafe  of  the  barren  fig-tree  read  in  the  gofpd  for  the  daj : 
Behold^  tbefe  three  year^  I  coihe  feeiing  Jruif^  ahi  find  wmi 
cut  it,  dovm^  why  cumheretb  it  the  g^awtd  *  ?  Brethren,  wfatt 
is  our  cafe  ?  The  prefent  is  jhe  fifth  year  that  #c  have  pnv 
fefled  to  obferve  a  folefnn  fail,  on  account  of  our  fins  and  oiV 
dangers,  without  making  the  leaft  reformation  in  any  fiii{^ 
article.  Nay,  we  have  continually  increafed  in  neglefi  of 
religion,  in  gaiety  .and  madnefs  for  pleafure^  till  we  are  cosae 

*  Luke  xiii.  7. 
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<6  pttifue  6Ar  diTerfions  opehl j  oil  the  Inoft  facred  day  of  the 
week,;  and  fome  (for  in  ev^ty  inftance,  while  the  offence  is 
/teewed,  iht  complaint  muft)  cateot  petfuadc  themfelves  to 
abftain  from  them,  or  from  inviting  large  companicsf  of  others 
to  join  in  th^n,  even  on  thefe  arniiverfaries  of  peculiar  humi- 
hitioA. 

Snch  ODtrages  oh  piety  and  common  decency  as  thefe, 
muft/  when  repeated  after  notice  taken  of  them,  and  warning 
given  againft  them,  which  hath  been  faithfully  done  by  the 
minifters  of  God's  word,  be  deemed  premeditated  infVilts,  not 
inadvertence  and  forget fulnefs.  Yetibrgctfulnefs  of  the  Moll 
High  cin  neter  be  a  flight  offence  :  and  is  greatly  aggravate4 
by  the  ftrong  admohitioiis  to  remember  him,  which  not  only 
his  holy  wofd  and  our  confciences,  would  we  hearken  to 
tbem,  give  us  perpetually,  but  his  providence  alfo  hath  given 
vs  of  late.  The  natural  confequences  and  fuperadded  punifh- 
ments  of  our  difregatd  to  him-,  have  appeared  very  plainly 
tor  feline  time,  and  are  daily  becoming  more  vifible  and  fen« 
fiUe,  \h  the  fins,  and  follies,  and  difireffes  of  private  life,  in 
the  general  want  of  public  order  and  public  fpirit  in  burdens 
and  uneafineffes  ;  in  tfareatnings  and  aftual  attempts  from 
abroad  to  deprive  txs  of  the  liberty  we  have  abufed,  and  the 
religion  we  hav^  fcOmed ;  and  fink  us  down  into  the  flavery, 
ai4  fnperftition,  and  Wr^tchednefs,  that  we  have  dcferved  to 
led.  Hitherto,  indeed,  the  ftbtm  hath  not  fallen  upon  us ; 
bnt  it  ftill  hangs  6ver  us  more  heavily  than  moft  of  us  have 
ever  known  :  4)ur  efforts  to  difpd  it  hav6  fucceeded  very  imu 
-ftrU&Xf^  the  diffleulty  of  renewing  thofe  efforts  muft  be 
anginentisg  each  year ;  our  eiiemies  are  multiplied  in  a 
dreadful  manner ;  and  what  affiftance  we  may  ezpe£t  from 
imrfrieftds,  Goi  only  knows.  One  thilig,  indeed,  may  af- 
ford Jome  confolation  to  us.  We  have  manifefted,  on  occafion 
of  our  dflinger,  to  univerfal  zeal  for  that  eftablifiiment  which 
is  the  6nly  human  means  of  pr^ferving  us  from  it^  Had  we 
filled  in  6tlr  loyalty,  we  had  completed  our  wickednefs  :  and 
fiiottld  any  temptildon  hereafter  entice  or  provoke  us  to  fail 
b  it,  we  and  our  'pofterity  arc  entirely  undone.  But  there 
m^ht  no  fure  dependence  on  their  dutiftilnefs  to  their  king, 
who  are  undutiful  to  their  God  ;  or  on  their  attachment  to 
the  common  intereft  of  the  focitty,  who  ptefer  every  prefent 
5  '  gratification 
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gratification  to  their  own  everlaftiog  welfiire*  •  Or  if  there 
could,  a  profane  and  wicked  people  will  never  have  equal 
fpirit  in  defence  of  the  cbmmunitj',  for  thejr  have  not  equal 
motives  to  it,  with  a  pious  and  virtuous  one.  Or  fuppofi^g 
their  courage  ever  fo  great ;  their  wealth,  their  ilrengdi,  their 
union,  their  afliduity,  their  ohfervance  of  rules,  their  mutual 
confidence,  will  be  lefs  ;  and  thofe  vices,  which  have  brought 
us  already  fo  far  on  our  way  towards  ruin,  mud  at  length,  if 
we  perfiil  in  them,  bring  us  to  it,  merely  by  producing  fheir 
natural  effe&s. 

But  could  we  have  hopes  of  efcaping  thefe,  the  honour  of 
the  divine  government  is  concerned  not  to  let  a  national  con- 
tempt of  it  go  unpuniihed,  even  in  this  world  y  and  all  re- 
liance on  human  wifdom  and  power,  without  regard  to  God, 
will  prove  in  the  end  fatal  felf-deceit.  When  the  LordJbaU 
Jlretch  out  his  handy  both  he  that  helpeth  Jhall  Jlumhle^  and  he 
that  is  holpen  Jhall  fall  down  :  they  Jbaff  all  Jail  together  *. 
*i%e  anger  of  the  Lord  Jhall  not  return^  till  he  have  performed 
the  thoughts  of  his  heart :  in  the  latter  days  ye  Jhall  confider  it 
perfealy\. 

But  furely  then  we  had  much  better  confider  it  in  this  owr 
day^X  •  ^^»  ^^  another  text  awfully  exhorts,  p^ite  glory  to  the 
Lord  our  God^  before  he  caufe  darinefs  ;  and  while  we  loot 
for  light,  he  turn  it  into  the  Jhadow  of  death  $•  Too  maaj, 
of  all  ranks,  will  probably  flight  whatever  of  this  kind  is  faid, 
even  from  fcripture  itfelf.  But  ilill  our  comnuffion  is  :  ^o* 
of  man,  I  fend  thee  to  the  children  of  Ifrael  f  to  a  rebellious 
nation,  that  bath  rebelled  againjl  me,  they  and  their  fathers  m- 
to  this  "fiery  day  :  and  thou  fbalt  fay  unto  them,  T7f  us  faith  the 
Lord;  and  thoujhalt  fpeak  my  words  unto  them,  whether  they 
will  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear  \\.  Men  in  power  and 
high  fUtions  more  efpecially,  and  they  who  afpire  to  th^  no 
lefs,  have  always  been  difpofed  to  look  with  great  difdain  on 
the  artlefs  and  unwelcome  direftions,  which  religion  fuggefts 
for  deliverance  from  danger.  They  have  more  refined  con- 
trivances, on  which  they  refi  ;  and  fcorn  the  plain  methods  of 
reconciliation  to  God,  and  truft  in  him,  through  our  blefled 

Redeemer, 

•  Ha.  xxxi.  3.  t  J«r.  xxiii,  30  \  Lukfi  xiz.  4». 

§  Jcr.  xiii.  16.  J  £zck-  ii.  3,  4,  7. 
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Redeemer,  as  fitted  only  for  the  populace  to  hearken  to.     tiut 
the  fcripture  hath  provided  an  alarming  denunciation  againil 
them  in  particular.     Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  fcornful . 
tnai^  that  rule  this  people  which  is  in  yerufalem,     Becaufe  ye 
hantfcddy  We  have  made  a  covencMt  with  death y  and  with  hell 
are  we  at  agreement :  when  the  overflowing /courge  Jt^all pafs 
through^  itjhall  not  come  unto  us  ;  for  we  have  made  lies  our 
r^/jBg-f ,  and  under  falfehood  have  we  hid  ourfelves  :   ^fherefort 
thus  faith  the  Lord  God,  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zionfor  afounda^ 
tifmflone^  a  tried Jl one,  a  precious  corner  flone^  afurefounda^ 
Hon  :  he  that  believeth  fhall  not  make  hajle  *•     judgment  alfo' 
will  I  lay  to  the  line,  and  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet ;  and 
the  hail  Jhall  fweep  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  and  the  waters 
Jball  overflow  the  hiding-place.     And  your  covenant  with  death 
JbaU  be  dif annulled,  and  your  agreefnent  with  hell  fhall  not 
fiand.     Now  therefore  be  ye  not  mockers,  left  your  bands  be 
madefirong  f.     Another  fort  of  perfons,  extremely  apt  to  def- 
pife  the  thought  of  reformation,  indeed  all  ferious  thought 
vrhatever,  are  they  who  abandon  themfelves  to  indolence  and 
voluptuoufnefs,  and  the  ftudy  of  luxurious  elegance  and  de-« 
licacy.     But  for  thefe  likewife,  there  is,  in  the  treafury  of  tl>e 
prophets,  a  menace  in  ftore,  which  contains,  alas !  much  too 
exaft  a  defcription  of  our  own  times.     Woe  unto  them,  that 
are  at  eafe  in  Zion,  that  put  far  away  the  evil  day,  that  lie 
upon  beds  of  ivory,  and  flretch  themfelves  upon  their  couches^ 
that  eat  the  lambs  out  of  the  flock,  and  the  calves  out  of  the 
vdift  of  the  flail  (the  luxury  of  the  table  had  then  noade  but 
a  fmall  progrefs),  that  chant  to  the  found  of  the  viol,  and  invent 
to  themfelves  inflruments  of  mufic,  that  drink  wine  in  bowls, 
and  perfume  themfelves  with  the  chief  perfumes  %,  but- are  not 
^grieved for  the  offliBion  ofjofeph.     Therefore  now  fhall  they 
go  captive  with  thefirfl  that  go  captive,  and  their  banquetfhall 
It  remtxved  J .     Others  again  are  by  no  means  indiflPerent  about 
the  ftorm  which  they  fee  gathering ;  but  have  no  belief,  that 
amendment,  or  any  thing,  can  difperfe  it ;  and  therefore  will 

take 


'    *  Or,  be  aftamed.    8cc  Rom.  \x,  33.x*  x i.         f  If*-  nvm.  i4-^i8,  az. 
^  Uq  •ar  traoilatioD  it  is,  anoiot  themfelves  with  the  chief  oiutmeots.     But 
t^i!»  though  liural,  gives  a  different  idea  now  from  what  it  did  then. 
<  Amos  vi,  X,  3 — 7. 
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take  no  pains  in  what  thej  conceive  will  prodace  qo  goo4« 
But  at  leaA  to  themfelves  amendment  will  produce  the  gr^ateft 
good :  and  refolutions  not  to  amend,  will  bring,  both  upoa 
them  and  others,  more  certain  and  fpeedj,  and  totsjl  defiruc- 
tion;  which  elfe,  after  a)^  maj  perhaps  be  avoided.  For 
hear  the  declaration  of  God  in  this  cafe.  Nqw  therefore Jftoi 
to  the  men  ofjudab^  and  to  the  inhabitants  ofjerufalem^faj^ 
ing :  Tins  faith  the  Lord^  Behold^  I  frame  evil  agftinft  y^u ; 
return  ye  nofu)  every  gm  from  his  evil  way,  ahd  mate  jontr 
ways  and  your  doings  good.  And  they  f aid,  TChere  is  no  io^/ 
hut  we  will  walk  after  our  own  devices^  and  we  will  every  one 
do  the  imagination  ^  his  evil  heart.  TCherefore  thus  faith  the 
%ord,  Jfk  ye  noiw  among  the  Heathen^  who  hath  heard  fitcb 
things*  J  wiUfcatter  them^  as  with  an  eafl  wind,  before  the 
0ntmy  :  I  willjhew  them  the  baci^  and  not  the  face,  in  the  daj 
of  their  calamity  *. 

So  that,  whether  it  be  confidence  or  defpair,  that  hinders 
refonxtation,  the  threatenings  you  fee  are  the  fame.  And  the 
full  execution  of  thefe  threatenings,  together  with  the  cau& 
of.it,  is  thus  recorded  in  the  book  of  Chronicles.  He  Lori 
God  of  their  fathers  fent  to  them  by  bis  mejffingers^  becaufe  U 
had  compqffion  qn  his  people^  and  ^n  his  dwe/ling-flace.  Bvt 
they  mocked  the  pt^engers  of^God,and  dtfpfed  bis  words,  a^d 
mifufed  his  prophets,  until  the  wrath  of  God  arofe  agaifi/l  bis 
perple,  till  there  was  no  remedy*  Herefore  he  brought  upoK 
them  the  king  of  the  Chaldees,  who  flew  their  young  men  v^itb 
the  fwjord  in  the  houfe  of  their  fa/nBuary^  and  had  no  compqffin 
upon  young  or  old :  he  gave  them  all  into  his  handf. 

How  near  we  have  approached  to  them  m  our  guilt  is  too 
vifible :  how  eaiilj  we  vcaj  come  to  refemble  them  in  our 
puniihment  is  not  leis  fo.  The  band  of  God  is  plainly  lifted 
up  over  us :  the  only  queftion  is,  WHl  we  busabk  ourjdm 
under  it,  or  will  we  not?  Will  w«^yet  acknowledge,  that  he 
is  the  Sovereign  of  the  world,  and  obeying  him  the  only  wtj 
to  profper  ?  Will  we  j^tfeei  bim^  while  he  may  be  found  X\ 
confefs  our  ^,  change  our  condud,  and  .petition  for  hi; 
mercy  ?  There  have  been  circumftances,  in  which  repentance 
itfelf  would  not  £op  the  courle  of  temporal  puniihoieDts^ 

thoogb 

T 

•  Jer.  xviu.  ix,  i»,  13,  r;.        t  »  Chr  xavi,  15,  x^»  17.       J  Id.  !▼•  ^ 
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thoiaghit  wDl.alwajs  prevent  eternal  ones:  in  whic|>  God 
hath  £Edd  to  his  prdphets.  Pray  not  for  this  people  fhr  their 
gwi.  When  they /aft  ^  I  V)ili  not  bear  their  cry  ;  and  when 
they  offer  an  oblation,  I  will  not  accept  them  :  but  I  will  con*- 
fume  them  by  the  /word,  and  by  the  famine^  and  by  thepejli-* 
knee  *.  Even  to .  thb  extreinit j  we  maj  reduce  ourfelves ; 
bat  that  we  are  Already  in  it,  no  way  appears.  The  general 
role  of  his  providence  is^  At  what  i^ftant  1  Jhall  /peak  con- 
ceminga  nation^  and  concerning  a  kingdom^  to  pluck  up,  and  to 
pnU  down,  ^nd  to  dejlroy  it :  if  that .  nation^,  agdinft  whom  I 
have  pronounced,  turn  from  their  evil^  I  ioill  repent  of  the  evil 
that  I  thought  to  do  imid  them  f.  And  it  ou^fc  to  be  our 
p6rfuaik>Q;  that  we  are  within  the  rule.  Our  caufe  is  un* 
qneiliOfiablj  good ;  and  though,  we  have  been,  mofl  of  us,  la- 
laentably  wicked;  yet  through  his  grace  many  have  preferved 
their  integrity :  and  eit|ier  for  their  fake,  or  his  mercies  fake, 
we  fiill' enjoy  great  bleffings.  Hrbath  been  far  from  forfak- 
iogusy  to  the  degree  th^t  we  have  forfak^n  him :  elfe  our 
ihte  were  wretched  indesed  :  and.Wodld  we  but  now  humble 
ourfelves  thoroughly  under  his  mighty  hand,  tiiere  is  no  room 
to  doubt,  but  he  would  exalt  us  in  due  tirHe, 

Whenever  he  calls  upon  us  to  ufe  the  ihflrUment,  he  furely 
deiigns  Us  to  attain  the  end  for  which  it  was  formed.  Now 
penitent  reformation  is  the  natural  as  well  as  the  appointed 
inftrument  for  exalting  both  particular  perfons  and  commu- 
nities. Religion  works  indeed  by  terror  at  firft,  and  lowers 
i  the  high  fpilrits  of  the  guilty;  but  only  to  raife  them  again  on 
folid  grounds^  inftead  of  the  treacherous  props  which  kept 
them  np  before;  Without  it,  there  is  no  dignity  in  the  con- 
dition of  man :  and  how  fhould  there  be  any  ezpefled  in  his 
deportment  ?  If  perfons  either  believe  not  in  one,  who  fees 
and  rewards>.ot  cannot  hope  (hat  he  will  reward  good  to  them ; 
if  all  that  they  promife  themfelves  be  here,  and  they  appre- 
hend^ that  neither  annihilation  or  mifery  awaits  them  here- 
ifter;  thfey  will  of  tourfe  be  noany  of  them  dangerous  and 
laifchievous^  the  generality  of  them,  bafe  and  vile,  attend 
foldy  to  tlie  indulgence  of  their  fancies  and  their  ienfes,  eat 
and  drink,  for  to-morrow  they  die  %•  Or  if  any  £parks  of  Worth 
Vol.  III.  R  r  do 
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do  remain^  uncxtingaiihed  bj  fach  a  mean  way  of  tliinkio{» 
thej  will  have  only  sui  occafioBal  aad  partial  isflttcnce.  ()r 
^uld  it,  in  fi>me few^b^  a conftant  and wuforan one^ yet tiiej 
will  be  verj  few:  and  die  bodjr  of  a  people^  if  they  are  with- 
.  out  confcience  towards.  God^  will  he  Without  honour  and  pro* 
bity  towards  men  \  without  prudence  i|nd  mafnsBifloiiy  in  the 
conduft  of  tfaemfelves  ;  profligate  and  defjpicaUe  in  all  refpe&s. 
But  on  the  contrary^  true  religion^  for  I  fpeak  not  of  fuper- 
ftitiou6  perfDafion&  and  obiervancea,  true  religion  places  nea 
above  fordid'  iaterefts,.  low  ptbafures,  and  worldly  anxieties  \ 
teaches  them  to  dread  nothing  but  <^ending  their  Makers 
to  fet  theif  j^f^rts  on  nothing  but  pleafing  him ;  and  to  have 
no  conception  of  plea&ig  Him  by  any  othar  means  than  n» 
tional  piety  and  genuine  virtue  \.  it  excites  them»  by  the  no* 
Ueft  of  s&otivesy  to  whatever  is  ufibful  and  eftimaUe^  and  re- 
ftrains  them,  by  the  ftrongeft  terrors,  from  whatever  is  bad 
and  hurtful  -,  obliges  them  to  right  behaviour  in  the  higheil 
proTperity^  and  fupports  them  m  it  under  the  heavieft  adver* 
fities  i  inspires  men  with  the  moil  eameft  concern  for  doing 
their  duty  \  and  frees  them  from  all  concern  about  the  conie- 
quences.  of  it  in  this  world,  by  pre£enting  to  their  view  the 
endlefs  recompences  of  a  better.  Such,  in  fome  degree,  is 
the  influence  even  of  natursd  religion ;  but  unfpeakably  more 
powerful  will  that  be  found,  whereby  are  given  uni^  us  ex^ 
ceeding  great  and  precious,  frtmifesy  that  by  thefe  we  might  be 
p(trtakers  of  the  divine  nature  *. 

.  Then  farther,  the  fentiments  which  thus  dignify  ercry 
one^T  behaviour  fingly^  muft  have  the  feme  influence  npon 
all,  cOhfldeced  as  forming  a  community.  Public  wel&re  will 
never  be  confulted  as  it  ought,,  while  men  a&  merely  on  fe* 
parate  felfiih  bottoms  ;  nor  ever  fail  to  be  eon&lted^  when  a 
well-found!^'  faith  in  God  animates  thefr  zeal  for  general 
good*  Slights  and  provocations^  difficulties  and  riiks,  private 
advantages,  and  party  or  perfonal  attachments^  may  very ca-. 
illy  fway  and  bias  all  that  aft  from  temporal  motives  \  bat 
are  nothing  to  fuch  as  a£l  from  this,  the  only  one  that  can- 
not poflibly  be  at  any  time  overbalanced.  So  long  as  the  ilato 
of  affairs  is  calm  indeed,  government  may  go  onveryfmootb- 

ly^  \ 
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Ij,  without  mudi  principle  in  thofe  wlio  are  employed  by  it^ 
or  lire  under  it }  perhaps  the  more  fmoothly  for  a  while^  in 
fome  cafies,  the  left  principle  there  »•  But  when  Aorms  rife, 
it  after  fuch  caLoAS  they  wiU  rife,  then  ia  the  time  to  fee  in 
what  the  real  ftrength  of  fociety  coniifts  ;  who  wi9  ftruggle^ 
who  will  hazard,  who  wlU  be  fadthful  ^o  the  laft*  They  that 
tax  God  certainly  will :  and  we  can  have  no  cevtain^  (how 
ftoald  w«  ?)  t^  any  other.  Amongft  the  truly  religious,  becaufe 
they  are  fuch,  there  will  be  fecure  and  mutual  trufl,  faithful 
economy,  and  unwearied  application  ;  their  counfels  will  be 
fleady,  their  undertakings  juft,  their  execQition  bold»  their 
confidence  in  Heairen  ftrong,  and  their  adherence  to  a  righ- 
teous caufe  unmorveable !  Seldom^  if  ever«  will  a  ftate,  which 
proceedi  in  this  manner,  fail  of  fuccefs.  And  wei^e  they  to 
&il  ever  fo  greatly,  nay,  to  be  overwhelmed  ever  fo  entirely, 
diey  would  faH  with  more  reputation  and  more  happinefs 
than  others  fiourilh.  JBut  there  ia  always  reafon  fer  bettej: 
hopes*  A  nation,  reverencing  the  Sovereign  of  the  Univerfe, 
will  be  reverenced  by  all  aro«md  them,  as  a  wifi  und  under^ 
fianixHg  pe9pU^  vahicb  hath  the  Lord  nigh  unto  tbem  *•  Their 
friends  wiU  know  they  can  depend  on  them  ^  their  enemies, 
win  know  dieyltave  the  utmoft  eibrts  $0  fear  from  them ; 
both  wiU  know^  and  diey  themfelves  too^  that  even  in  their 
laft  extremity  Providence  may  be  expeAed  to  fight  for  them. 
Great  art  the  trouffUt  of  the  righte^mi  ;  but  the  Lqrd  deliver^ 
etb  him  out  of^nh  alt.  Tie  Lord  deUvereth  the  fouls  }fbU 
Jtrvaatii  mdthey^  that  fati  tbfir  <rij^  in  iim^  Jhall  not  bt 
^Jliiutei. 

Bat  then,  it  muft  be  obferved^  that  fuch  as  have  long  been 
fioners,  and  are  at  laft  become  penitent  (the  former  is  cer- 
tainly our  cafe,  would  to  God  the  latter  were !)  if  relief  doth 
not  appear  immediately,  ought  to  wait  for  it  vrith  much  pa* 
tience,  and  be  well  fatisfied  if  they  are  exalted  iu  due  time  : 
in  God's  time,  not  their  own.  Wickednels  ruins  nations  by 
degrees,  refisrmation  may  reftore  them  by  degrees.  An  im- 
perfeft  reformation  will  be  likely  to  bring  'forth  but  imper- 
fcft  fruits.  And  the  completed  reformation  of  a  few  may 
^ve  infttfficient  to  fave  the  whole.    Sltill  thefe  are  reafons 
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pnly  why  all  ffiould  repent ;  not  why  none  {honldy  nnlefs  ali 
will ;  which  it  is  impoffible  to  forefec.  For,  be  the  genera- 
lity  evef  fo  incorrigible,  and  their  deftru^ion  ever  fo  abfo- 
lately  decreed  on  that  account,  there  is  encouragement  enough 
notwiithftanding,  for  thofe  who  do  humble  themfelves,  and  re- 
turn to  a  better  mind.  Seek  ye  the  Lord^  all  ye  meek  of  the 
sartb,  which  have  wrought  his  Judgment/  It  may  be  ye  J^aU 
^  be  bid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord*s  anger*.  At  le(di,  whatever 
/  '   fuch  may  fufFer  in  common  with  others,  far  from  being  a 

mark  bf  his  anger  towards  them,  will  contribute  largely  to 
improve  tlieir  virtues,  and  increafc  their  future  reward.  So 
that  in  eveiy  event  they  may  cq/l  all  their  care  on  God^  for 
te  caretb  for  them  f.  Undoubtedly  they  will  feel  the  nneafi* 
nefs  which  human  nature  muft  from  whatever  is  painful  to 
it ;  and,  in  particular,  a  tender  concern  for  multitudes  who 
have  none  for  themifelves.  But  fliU  they  will  fubmit,  with 
compofednefs  and  reverent  approbation,  to  the  fevereft  fen- 
tences  of  Heaven  ;  and  refleft  i^ith  joy,  that  their  chief  intc- 
reft  is  fafe,  though  inferior  comforts  be  loft. 

Let  us  therefore-  acquaint  ourfelves  with  Ood,  and  b$  at 
peace  t '»  For  be  will  keip  thofe  in  perfeB  peace ^  whofe  nnniii 
flayed  onSim§.  Whoever  they  are,  that,  fenfible  of  their 
offences  and  their  wcaknefs,  apply  for  the  j>ardon  obtained 
by  j'efus  Chriil,  and  the  grade  communicated  by  the  Holj 
Spirit ;  who,  in' their  private  capacity,  honour  God^  ftudy  to 
be  harmlefii  and  ufeful  amongfl  men,  and  govem^  tbemfelves 
ty  tlie  rules  of  virtue ;  who  alfo,  ift  their  public  aipacitj, 
carneftlyj^r/yyor  and  impartially  feek  the  peace  of  yersffii' 
lem  ll,  the  welfare  of  their  country,  civil  and  religious  ;  not 
led  by  intereft,  refentment,  or  vanity,  but  having  at  heart 
real  common  good :  and  who,  in  t&eir  whole  condud,  encoQ« 
rage  and  reftrain  themfelves,  as  the  cafe  requires,  by  the 
iaith  of  a  future  recompencc :  whatever  may  befall  the  fo- 
ciety  of  which  they  ar6  part,  it  fhall  be  well  with  them. 
'  Whatever  elfe  they  may  ^mdergo,  others  will  have  nothing 

'  to  reproach  them  with  j'  they  will  'have  nothing  to  reproach" 

their  own  fouls  with  ;  and'  in  the  darknefs  light  Jball  arife  w- 
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4  If.  JJtti.  3.  I  Ffal.  czxii.  6.  "    '    * 


in^  CXIX.     on  Occqflons  of  National  Lifirefs.  311 

iqthem*.  All  fttch  perfons^  therefore,  after  doing  confciea^ 
tiouflj  what  is  incumbe&t  on  them,  not  onlj  maj,  but  ough( 
to  be  without  folicitude ;  and  fhould  let  the  foundation  of 
their  peace  be  knqwn,  that  all  around  them  nuij  perceive 
how  vaftlj  preferable  the  confolations  of  religion  are  to  everj^ 
other  method  of  (naking  themfelves  eafj.  The  pious  man 
doth  pot  labour  to  quiet  his  thoughts,  by  obflinatelj  fhutting 
his  ej^y  or  plunging  into  excefles,  or  taking  off  his  attention 
bj  ami^emen'ts  ;  but  can  with  tranquillity  l#ok  towards  the 
e?3  dajy  and  fee  it  coming ;  wait  for  it,  and  bear  his  ihare  of 
it,  leis  or  greater  ;  being  affured,  that  all  things  work  toge^ 
therfor  bis  gooi\.  A  very  different  ftate  from  theirs,  who 
know  thej  have  deferved  the  judgments  of  God  ;  who  knovr 
(bey  have  contributed  to  bring  them  down  on  their  own  and 
others  heads ;  who  have  nothing  to  cheer  them,  when  the 
clouds  gather  on  every  fide  of  them  :  nothing  to  dired  them, 
when  the  blackeft  tempieft  pours  upon  them,  butthe  momea^ 
tarj  glimmerings  oi  human  hope,  ftruck  out  bj  their  own 
unaginations  \  and  if  they  ibould  efcape,  if  they  ihoiild  out- 
wardly profper  agaiQ  for  the  prefent,  will  only  be  temptied 
|>7  it  to  treafure  up  to  thtmfelvti  hotter  wrath  againft  the  day 
$/ wrath  X  and  final  judgment.  But  ^ear,  I  entreat  you,  how 
the  word  of  God  e:;^prefles  f  he  cafe  of  each  :  and  may  its  en« 
livening  exhortation  to  the  former,  and  its  terrifying  admo- 
nition to  the  latter^  fink  deep  into  yoijir  breaft^.  Jf^o  is 
among  you^  f^^ng  thi  Zord,  that  walietb  in  darJhieJi,  and 
hath  no  light  /  Lit  him  trufi  in  the  name,  of  the  Lord^  and  flay 
upon  his  Cod.  Behold^  all  ye  that  iindle  afire^  and  compafs 
yonrf elves  about  with  fparks  ;  walk  in  the  light  of  yo^r  fire^ 
^nd  in  the  fparks  which  you  have  kindled :  tffisfhall  ye  hav^ 
of  mine  hand,  yefball  lie  down  inforrow  j. 

*  flaL  ail.  4.        t  Rom.  Tiii.  a8.        \  Roni.  u.  ^.        $  Ua.  L  !•,  XX. 
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(PreauAtd  oa  ocdiAon  of  the  Rebellion  in  S^otUmd  io  1745.) 

TnusT  IK  God,  akx>  Exsrtiok  of  Courage^  our  Dutt  ar 
TiiiKs  Qr  Nationa^l  Davger* 


^  Sam.  X,  1%. 
fit  ^good  c&urage,  and  tn  us  play  the  mef/or  our  peopUf  ami 
for  the  ekus  of  our  God:  Jbid  the  lord  do  that  whkh 
fumeth  him  good, 

iprf'ANV  rf  you,  I  hope,  Temember,  that  I  difisoudbl  to  you 
^  ilpon  thcfc  words  a  year  and  fcvcn  months  agq* ;  what 
God,  for  our  fina,  threatened  us  firft,  with  Tfhat,  Gor  the  cod« 
tmuaiice  of  them,  be  hath  at  length  permitted  to  fall  on  part 
of  this  land.  The  renewsi,  and  nearer  approach,  of  the  fame 
danger,  reqt^tres  ft  more  eameft  inculcating  of  the  fame  ez' 
hortationa)  For  perhaps  ire  ipay  now  lay  to  heart  the  thiogi 
we  did  not  then.  It  is  very  true,  the  pidptt  ought  never  to 
be  prophaned,  and  I  truft  never  hath  been,  or  Ihall  by  me,  to 
ferve  the  purpofes  of  party-intereft  ;  or  intermeddle  with  toy 
points  of  a  political  nature,  about  which  the  friends  of  their 
.country,  that  thin]^  at  all,  can  poffibly  be  of  different  opinioos. 
But  the  prefent  is  a  common  caufc,  affeSing  every  one  o(^ 
airithbut  diilin£tion,  in  what  ismoft  important  to  us ;  and  God 
forbid,  that  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  ihould  be  either  un- 
willing or  affiraid  to  fpeak,  when  his  providence  calls  to  tiiem 
fo  loudly,  to  lift  up  their  voice.  Should  the  ftorm,  which  is 
now  beating  on  many  of  our  fellow-fubjeAs,  be  difperfed  by 

infiaite 
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mfiaite  goodnefii  ever  to  foon  and  fo  entirelj,  without  reach** 
ing  us  $  it  may  7^  he  of  unfpeakable  ufe»  to  have  made  th« 
ptopcr  rcfledions  and  refioltttionsy  whilft  it  was  approaching 
towards  us.  And  ihould  the  Almightj  fuffer  us  to  feel  it,  as 
we  have  well  de&rved,  nothing,  but  thbking  and  behaving 
righdj  under  his  judgments,  can  give  us  hope  of  his  lojacf 
to  moderate  and  ihorten  them« 

Now  whatever  is  requifite  for  thefe  ends,  is  dearly  compre* 
lieaded  in  the  words  of  the  text ;  whidi  bring  naturally  to  our 
thoughts  the  thresi  following  particulars. 

I.  The  interefts  we  have  at  ftake.  Our  peaple^  and  tht  ci^ 
ties  of  our  God. 

n.  The  fpirit  which  we  ought  to  ihew  in  defending  them. 
''  ^/good  courage,  and  let  us  flay  tike  men. 

III.  The  humble  d^)endance  on  heaven,  which  we  ought 
to  exercife  at  the  fame  time,  jiud  the  Lord  do  thai  which 
feemeth  him  good. 

I.  The  interefts  we  have  at  (lake.  OurpeopUand  the  dtiei 
of  our  God  I  in  odier  words,  our  civil  rights  and  our  reU- 

The  defence  of  their  perfons  and  pofleffions  againil  lawleis 
power,  and  the  fecure  enjoyment  of  the  means  of  happinefs 
here  and  hereafter,  were  the  great  motives,  that  induced  men 
to  fubmit  originally  to  government.  And  every  particuliir 
government  is  good  or  bad,  as  it  anfwers  or  fails  of  anfwering 
thefe  purpofes.  Now  in  oui^  own,  as  it  ftands  at  prefent,  our 
liberties  are  greater  than  thole  of  any  other  nation  upon  earth : 
we  enjoy  them  fo  fully,  that  we  abufe  them  beyond  example  ^ 
and,  I  believe,  no  one  perfon  amongft  us,  of  knowledge  and 
confideradon,  doth  or  can  fufped  our  king  of  having  the  leaft 
defign  to  infringe  any  branch  of  them.  The  private  propertf 
of  t^  very  meaneft  is  as  fafe  from  the  violence  and  oppreffion 
of  the  greateft,  as  good  laws  and  an  impartial  execution  <)f 
them  can  be  hoped  to  ma^e  it.  And  for  the  public  burthen» 
we  labour  under,  we  have  Isud  them  on  ourfelves,  by  repre* 
fentatives  of  our  own  choice,  for  ufes,  which  we  and  our  fa* 
thers,  Very  juftly  in  the  main,  thought  neceflary :  In  parti- 
cular, for  the  moft  important  ufe  of  fecurbg  the  nation,  from 
time  to  time,  againft  Uie  mifcl|iief  that  now  once  more  hangs 

oves 
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over  us  ;  which  if  we  at  laft  get  rid  of,  all  we  have  fpent  i^ 
weU  laid  out  \  and  if  we  fiibmit  to,  all  is  thrown  away. 

Stilly  there  maj  doubtlefs  have  been  fiaiults  oommittied,  ia 
relation  both  to  thefe  and  other  matters.  But  dien,  part  of 
the  faults  commonly  charged  may*  be  imaginary ;  for  we  are 
all  as  fallible^  as  thofe  whom  we  blame  ;  and  few  of  us  in  fo 
good  a  fituation  for  judging.  Part  may  be  of  fmall  confer, 
quence  ;  and  therefore  nd  gh}und  for  any  great  refentment. 
Fart  may  have  arifen  from  our  own  mifconduft^  as  much,  if 
not  more»  than  from  that  of  our  fbperiots.  Part  again  may, 
have  proceeded  from  excufable  miftakes  6r  infirmities  of 
theirs  j  for  which,  as  we  need  allowance  in  ourfelves,  we 
ihould  make  allowance  in  others ;  efpecially  in  princes,  for 
the  fame  reafoii  aa  in  parents ;  and  .to  a^^t  degree  in  thoft 
alfo  that  are  employed  by  them.  But  wheneefoever  appre- 
hended grievances  may  have,  cprne^  i^e  have  legal,  eonftitu- 
tionaly  peaceable  means  for  redreffing  them,  with  uncontrolled 
liberty  to  ufe  thofe  means,  if  we  will.  And  fuppdfe  they 
have  not  operated  fo  fpecdily  or  fo  effe&ually  m  we  may  wiifa, 
yet  if  force  may  be  ufed  inftead  of  them,  upon  every  failaie 
or  delay,"  efpecially  when  caufed  merely  by  difference  of  opi- 
nions amongft  ourfelves,  no  fociety  can  ever  fubfift.  And  if 
we  are  too^corrupt  a  people,  to  exped  any  good  from  mutual 
perfuafion ;  much  lefs  can  we  expe&  it  ffom  mutual  vio* 
lence. 

Then,  lafUy,  as  for  our  religion ;  thic  lead  valued,  I  fear^ 
yet  infinitely  the  moft  valuable  of  all  our  bleOlngs ;  and  whidi 
guards  and  fences  the  refi,  in  a  manner  that  nothing  elfe  can : 
our  religion,  I  fay,  is  undeniably  the  moft  rational  and  wor- 
thy of  God,  the  moft  humane  and  beneficial  to  men,  the  fur- 
theft  from  being  either  tyrannical  or  burdenfome,  the  freeft 
from  fuperftition,  enthufi^fm,  and  gloominefs,  of  any  in  the 
world.  It  is  eftablilhed  with  fuch  care,  that  the  fupport  of  it 
is  infeparable  from  tliat  of  the  civil  government ;  yet  happily 
with  fuch  moderj^on,  as  to  bear  hard  on  none  who  difent 
from  it.  Xhe  practice  of  it  indeed,  we  n^uft  own,  hath  not 
been  inforced  on  its  profelTors,  fo  generally  or  fo  carefullj  as 
it  ought,  either  by  the  authority  or  the  example  of  thoie, 
wbofe  duty  it  is.  Would  to  God  it  had  !  God  grant  it  may  I 
But  ftill,.  they,  who  have  not  duly  excited  men  to  piety,  have 
7  not 
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aot  rcftrained  them  from  it :  and  every  oae's  difregard  to  it 
is  principallj  chargeable  on  himfelf  alone. 

This  I  apprehend  to  be  a  trae  and  a  modeft  account  of  our 
prefent  condition  ;  for  I  have  put  the  advantages  of  it  at  the 
loweft,  in  order  to  fay  nothing  that  can  be  difputed.  And 
what  are  we  to  charge  it  for,  if  the  attempt  now  making 
fliould  fttcceed  ?  Indeed  what  have  we  to  expeft  before  it  can 
fuccced,  (for  every,  one  muft  be  convinced,  that  it  will  not  be 
tamely  fubmitted  to),  but  a  wide  and  horrid  view,  in  propor- 
tion as  it  makes  a  progrefs  of  bloodshed,  in  the  field  and  out 
of  it,  and  of  ravage  at  the  pleaf ure  of  a  rude  and  uncivilized 
people,  to  the  imminent  hazard  of  every  thing,  and  every 
j»crfon,  dear  to  us  ?  Judgments  which  this  ifland  hath  been 
long  without  experiencing  ;  but  how  long,  and  bow  heavily 
it  may  groan  under  them  now,  unlefs  a  fpeedy  check  be  given 
to  this  rebellion,  God  only  knows.  For  a  conquerihg  enemy, 
had  he  the  will^  which  is  dreadful  to  trull  to,  hatji  often  not 
the  power  of  reftraining  the  defolations  of  fire  andfword,  when 
once  they  are  l>egun. 

But  fuppofe  this  beginning  of  forrows  over,  what  muft  fol- 
low ? 

With  regard  to  our  civil  concerns,  how  large  numbers  are 
there,  who  have  no  other  fecurity  for  a  confiderable  part,  it 
may  be  the  moft,  or  the  whole  of  their  property,  than  the 
continuance  of  the  government  now  in  being  ;  in  whofe  hands 
it  aftually  is  ?  And  fliould  that  government  fail,  as  it  cannot 
be  hoped,  that  what  hath  been  lent  for  its  fupport,  and  proved 
one  of  its  main  fupports,  will  be  regarded  very  favourably  by  ^ 
thofe  who  come  to  overturn  it,  how  terrible  may  the  diftreflcs 
of  fuch  perfons  be,  ajid  how  much  farther  than  themfelves 
muft  they  extendi  To  all  their  domeftics,  all  their  depen- 
dants, all  that  have  dealings  or  concerns  with  them.  What 
multitudes  are  there  again,  whofe  fortunes  are  entirely,  or 
principally,  built  on  royal  grants,  judicial  determinations,  or 
ads  of  the  legiflature,  made  within  the  laft  fix  and  fifty  years  ? 
which,  in  cafe  of  a  change,  will  all  become  queftionable,  as 
done  by  incompetent  authority,  and  lie  at  the  mercy  of  we 
know  not  whom.  The  perfon,  who  now  threatens  us,  cornea 
attended  with  a  large  and  an  indigent  train  of  followers,  col- 
Isded  from  each  of  the  three  nations,  v.ho  will  think,  and  do 
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their  ntmoft  to  msike  him  think,  that  the  long  fufferiogs  of 
many  of  them,  and  the  prcfent  dangerous  fervices  of  tDaoy 
more,  can  never  be  rewarded  with  fufficient  bountj.  And 
when  ^eve^ge,  and  poverty,  and  avarice,  are  fet  on  work  to- 
gether, what  forfeitures  way  be  claimed^  what  mifdemeanors 
and  treafons  charged  in  a  nation,  which  will  he  looked  on  as 
the  whole  of  it  involved  in  treafon  iox  fo  many  years  pall ;  cp 
how  unfairly  the  plaineft  Liws  in  our  favour  may  be  interpre- 
ted to  admit  of  fuch  attempts,  or  even  wrefted  to  ferve  then;; 
which  of  us  all  can  fo  much  as  gu<Js,  or  who  can  be  aflured 
of  his  own  fafety  ?  • 

But  beiides  thofc  hazards,  to.  the  properties  and  the  lives  cf 
particular  perfons,  in  what  ftate  will  the  commerce  and  pof- 
feflions  of  the  nation  be  ?  Think  what  innumerable  debts 
the  pretender  to  his  majefty's  crown  muft  needs  have  con- 
graded  in  fo  long  a  fpace,  during  which  he  hath  had  nothing 
of  his  own  to  fublifl  on  :  think  what  immenfe  fums  foreign 
princes  may  charge  on  account  of  moil  expenfive  wars,  which 
they  may  plead  were  begun  or  parried  on  for  his  fervice ;  and 
ho%v  dreadfully  this  nation  may  be  exhauiled,  to  fatisfy  hot  a 
fmall  part  of  thcfe  demands ;  for  which  it  will  make  no  a-> 
mends,  to  annihilate  the  prefent  incumbrances  on  our  public 
Revenues,  by  a  ruinous  breach  of  the>  public  faith.  Think 
alfo,  once  more,  what  fatal  conceffions  the  powers  who  fup- 
port  the  pre(ent  invaiion,  and  who  will  be  wanted  for  a  con- 
tinual fupport,  even  were  it  to  fucceed ;  what  fatal  concef- 
fions they  will  aiTuredly  require  in  return,  of  places  on  which 
our  trade  depends,  of  indulgences  in  trade  to  themfclves,  of 
re(lri£lions  upon  us  ;  which  will  reduce  us  to  a  condition  im- 
potent, precarious,  and  defpicable. 

I  fay  not  this,  or  any  thing,  to  raife  in  you  a  fpirit  of  un- 
chriftian  bittemefs,  either  againft  the  i^orant  wretches  that 
have  been  deluded  into  this  rebellion,  or  even  againil  their 
leaders.  Let  them  be  judged  of  with  all  the  charity,  kt  them 
be  treated  with  all  the  mercy,  which  their  cafe  will  poiSblj 
allow  ;  only  let  us  fee  the  mifchief,  that;  their  fuccefs  would 
bring  on  Uff,  and  exert  ourfelves  accordingly  to  prevent  it. 

But  were  we  ever  fo  fafe  in  other  refpe£ls,  what  fecurity 

can  we  have  with  refpeft  to  our  happy,  envied,  legal  confti-. 

tution ;  when  that  power  of  fufpcnding  and  difpeodSng  with 

^      '  laws. 


JSer.  CXX.         in  ^imes  of  National  Danger*  323 

liws,  and  levying  monej  without  lAw,  which  lays  every  pro- 
rifion,  that  can  be  made  in  favour  of  the  fubjeft,  wholly  at 
the  fovcrcign's  feet^  and  yet  was  not  only  claimed,  but  exer- 
cifed  immediately  before  the  revolution^  fhould  come  6f  eoutfe 
to  be  eftabliflied  as  a  juft  prerogative,  by  what  will  be  called 
a  refioration  ?  The  r jghts,  that  we  have  enjoyed  as  indifpu* 
tably  our  own,  from  that  time  to  this,  may  then  be  accounted 
feditious  and  treafonable  pretences ;  and  every  expreifion  of 
fondnefs  for  any,  remsein  of  liberty,  be  deemed  a  ftep  towards 
rebellion  $  as  indeed  it  will  be  thought  but  natural,  to  fuipeft 
lad  ftifle  the  leaft  breathing  of  that  fpirit  which  once  delivered 
us,  in  order  to  prevent  another  change.  Efforts  notwith^ 
Sanding  will^  in  all  likelihood,  be  made  towards  one  ^  how 
bloody  and  hoiifr  fatal^  who  can  tell  ?  The  appreheniion  of 
thefe  efforts  vi^ill  be  a  much  flroi^ger  plea^  than  in  the  late 
tmg  yamej^s  time,  for  keeping  up  a  chargeable  and  dangerous 
ftanding  force^  perhaps  a  foreign  one.  The  dread  of  that  force 
will  intimidate  fome ;  and  the  principle  of  turning  to  their 
own  advantage  what  they  cannot  help,  will  entice  others  to  go 
every  length  of  compliance  that  thty  are  required.  And  a 
prince,  coming  in  on  the  bottom  of  right  hereditary  and  in- 
de£eafible^  will  think  he  hath  the  cleareft  title  to  abfolute 
power.  His  partifans,  even  whilft  he  is  out  of  poffeiGon, 
have  openly  avowed  that  he  hath  ;  and  what  can  be  expeSed 
then,  if  he  Ihould  get  into  it?  The  mere  exercife  of  fuch  a 
power  very  probably  will  not  fatisfy  ;  but  declarations  and 
oaths  be  invented  for  the  aiiknowledgment  and  fupport  of  it ; 
which  it  will  be  impoilible  for  us  either  to  make  with  inno-> 
ccncc,  or  to  refufe  with  fafety* 

Then  for  the  date  of  our  religion :  No  one  inftance  can  be 
given,  that  Popery  ever  fpared  Proteftantifm  for  any  oonti- 
nuancci  after  it  \Vas  able,  fafely  to  opprefs  it#  But  leajl  of  all 
^riU  favour  be  fbown  here  longer  than  neceffity  oblige^.  For, 
to  whatever  tendemefs  many  of  that  communion  msgr  be  in- 
dined^  as,  no  doubt^  there  are  numbers  amongft  them  of  mild 
and  worthy  perfons,  yet  the  uncharitable  part  will  afiuredly 
prevail,  as  they  always  have  done  everywhere  ;  and  falfely 
imputing  to  our  religion  that  pretended  difloyalty,  tvhicb  pro^^ 
ceeded  only  from  their  illegal  attempts  to  overturn  the  whols 
conftitution,  will  not  fail  to  argue,  that  the  fame  caufe  mult 
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produce  again  the  fame  efFe^,  and  therefore  muft  not  be  per- 
mitted to  fubfift.  Think  then,  all  that  love  the  church  of 
England^  all  that  believe  the  doftrines  of  the  reformation  tD 
be  the  truth  of  Chrift^  what  a  condition  it  will  be,  either  to 
profels  and  praftife  the  falfehoods  and  impieties^  of  which  you 
are  fo  thoroughly  convinced^  or  to  be  driven  from  this,  and 
every  other  place  of  God's  public  worlhip,  into  comers ;  nay, 
in  a  tvhile,  to  be  dragged  out  thence  alfo,  and  ikcrificed  to 
that  mother  of  abominations ywhifiti  hath  £b  long  been  drunken 
with  the  blood  of  the  faints  * . 

And  let  even  them  who  are  indifferent^  or  doubters,  or  un- 
believers in  religion,  refleft  on  this  at  leaft  ;  that,  as  they  arc 
always  inveighing  agaihft  fuperftltioh,  fo  the  church  of  Romt 
is  over-run  with  it  to  the  higheft  degree  poiCble  ;  and,^  as  they 
are  always  excliaiming  againfl  the  wealth  and  the  power  of  ec- 
clefiaftics,  fo  the  wealth  and  the  power,  the  pride  and  the  tyran- 
ny of  Popery ,,are  unfpeakably  the  greateft,  that  ever  the  work 
knew.  And  if  they  will  notwithftanding  go  at  prefent  upon 
their  favourite  naaxim,  that  all  religions  are  the  fame,  it  will 
be  a  juft  judgment  of  God  to  make  them  feel  the  difference. 

But  to  thefe  things  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  the  moil  fo- 
lemn  obligations  have  unqueftionably  been  entered  into,  by 
him  who  claims  the  crown,  for  our  entire  fecurity,  both  in 
church  and  ftate.  Nor  indeed  could  any  thing  feem  in  fpecu* 
lation  more  likely,,  becaiife  nothing  is  more  apparently  requi* 
fite  in  all  common  policy..  And  yet,."furprifing  as  it  6,  no 
one  clear  and  explicit  declaration  of  this  kind  was'made.by 
the  pretender  at  the  time  of  the  laft  rebellion ;.  nor  can  I  hear 
of  any  made  by  him  at  prefent.  And  I  beg  you  to  confider, 
if  he  will  not  promife  plainly  now,  what  will  he  do  after- 
wards ?  For  as  to  any  good  words,  given  by  another  in  his 
name,  what  can  be  eafier  for  him,  than  to  difavow  tficm,  as 
going  beyond. the  commiffion  which  he  granted?  Butfup- 
pofe  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  given  by  Irimfclf ;  were  they  not 
given  by  the  bloody  Queen  Mary  to  her  Proteftant  fubjefts, 
who  had  fully  merited  them  by  their  zeal  for  raifing  her  to 
the  throne  ?  And  did  flic  not  perfecute  them  immediately, 
and  burn  them  in  little  more  than  a  twIeLvemonth  ?    Were 

thcj 

*Rcv.  xvii.  ^,6, 


5nt.  CXX.        in 'Times  of  National  Banger.  315 

tbtj  not  given  by  the  late  King  yatnes  ?>  And  had  he  not 
firong  morives  of  gratitude,  as  well  as^  confeience^  to  keep 
ihcm  ?  And  yet  did  he  keep  them  for  the  fmalleft  part  of 
four  years  ?  How  can  we  then  flatter  ourfelves,  that  any  one, 
who  claims  under  him^  will  be  at  all  more  favourable  to  that 
religion  and- thole  liberties  which  have  been  all  this*tim^  the 
capital  enemies  to  his  pretenfion^  ?  The  moft  formal  declara- 
tions that  he  can  make^  have  been  over  and  over,^  and  long  ^ 
fince  the  revolutions  declared  by  the  authority  of  the  fee  of 
Romd  *^  utterly  null  and  void  from  the  beginning,  whee  ver 
^  they  are  prejudicial  in  any  manner  and  the  lead  degree'' 
(I  ufe  the  very  words  of  Pope  Clement  XI.  in  the  very  cafe 
ckf  ftipulations  made  in  favour  of  Proteilants)  **  to  the  Catho- 
''  lie  faith,,  the  falvation  of  fouls,  or  to  any  rights  of  the 
*'  church  whatfbever^  even  though  fuch  engagements  have 
^  been  often  ratified  and  confirmed  by  oath  *."  Let,  there- 
fere,  the  pretender  to  the  crown  make  promifes  ever  fo  full 
and  eKpreilive ;  let  his  natural  difpofitions  to  keep  them  be 
fver  fo  favourable  ;  yet,,  as  he  profelTes  fubje&ion  of  coeT- 
fcience  to  the  Pope's  determinatioiis,  under  whofe  eye  he 
hath  long  refided ;  in  whofe  dominions  his  £bn,  who  hath 
now  invaded  us,  was  born  and  educated,,  and  by  whofe  bouxL- 
tj  they  have  both  been  all  along  fupported,  he  cannot  refufe 
to  break  any  ties  which  ihall  be  declared  finful  by  his  infal- 
lible guide,,  who  may  purpofely  have  connived  at  his  engag- 
ing in  them,,  in  order  to  his  breaking  them  at  a  proper  time» 
But  if  he  were  to  refufe  it,  can  we  imagine,  that  all  his  fuc- 
oeflbrs  too  will  be  fo  obftinately  undutiful,  as  to  fpare  a  reli- 
gion which  they  mortally  hate,  \vhen  they  believe  extirpat- 
ing it  will  entitle  them  to  heaven,  and  atone  for  all  the  fins 
of  a  wicked  life  ? 

It  muft  b^cknowledged.  Popery  hath  appeared  milder  of 
late  than  in  lOTmcr  ages.  Yet  even  our  days  have  known  the 
executions  of  Tborn^  and  the  baniihments  of  Salt%burgb  :  and 
France,  this  very  year,  hath  been  perfecuting  and  murdering 
our  Proteftant  brethren  for  the  profeffion  of  their  faith.  Nor 
bath  the  church  of  Rom^  evtr  given  up  any  one  of  the  claims 
which  it  may  have  forbom  to  exercife  ^  and,  fiiould  it  once 
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tegain  fo  much  of  its  ancient  power,  as  would  neceflarilj  foU 
low  from  prevailing  here,  it  would  foon  refume  its  ancient 
fiercenefs  in  proportion* 

Shall  we  perfuade  onrfelves  then,  that  fear  will  reftrain  a 
Popifli  prince  from  attempting  to  overturn  our  religion  and 
laws  ?  But  what  if  his  greateft  fear  ifaould  be  that  of  damot- 
tion  for  not  attempting  it  ?  which  was  the  known  cafe  of 
King  Jamcsy  aiid  may  be  that  of  others  after  him.  Or  What 
if  it  (hould  be  held  the  fafeft  waj,  in  a  political  view,  to  make 
thorough  work  at  once,  bj  the  aifliihtnce  of  foreigners  now 
preparing  to  invade  us. 

Still,  it  may  be  faid,  that  whoever  becomes  our  king,  will 
at  leaft,  for  his  own  intereft,  be  careful  of  the  trade  and  power 
of  the  nation.  But  how  can  he,  if  he  would,  when  he  mxA 
undoubtedly  have  promifed  the  contrary  to  foreign  powert 
already  ?  And  if  he  is  capable  of  deceiving  them,  how  (hall 
we  truft  him  ?  But  fuppofing  he  hath  promifed  them  nothing, 
yet,  if  he  prevails  by  their  *helpy  what  can  he  be  elfe  fhant 
deputy  and  a  viceroy,  fubjedi:  to  the  commands  of  our  moft 
formidable  adverfaries  ? 

This  coniideration  ought,  in  reafon,  to  alarm  even  thofe 
who  wifli  well  to  hh  caufe,  even  thofe  who  profeds  his  reli- 
gion, and  make  them  utter  enemies  to  his  coming  in  fuch  a 
manner,  however  defirous  they  may  be  of  his  coming  other- 
wife.  For  can  we,  or  can  they,  make  terms  with  the  power 
of  France^  when  we  have  once  given  it  footing  in  the  heart 
of  our  country ;  or  hope,  .that  any  terms  which  are  made  wiD 
ever  be  obferved  }  Will  that  moil  ambitious  and  perfidious 
crown  lofe  fuch  an  opportunity  of  weakening  us  by  our  own 
ftrength,  making  us  dependent  on  itfelf  for  ever,  and  tools  to 
enflave  the  reft  oi  Europe  /  Will  it  not  treat  both  us^  and  the 
king  it  fets  over  us,  as  the  tyrant  of  Bahyloftfj^A.  the  prince 
whom  he  gave  to  the  yews  f  He  bath  made  a  covenant  wiib 
him^  and  taken  an  oath  of  him  :  he  hath  taken  alfo  theimgbty 
of  the  land,  that  the  kingdom  might  he  bafe^  that  it  might  not 
lift  up  itfelf  but  that  by  the  keeping  of  his  covenant  it  nnght 
Jland*. 
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Such  thea  being  the  view  of  our  dangers,  let  us  proceed  to 
confider, 

II.  The  fpirit  with  which  we  ought  to -defend  ourfelves 
againfl  them.  Let  us  be  of  good  courage  y  and  flay  the  men* 
Thcfc  words  may  feem  to  exprefs  the  duty  of  the  foldicry 
aloae :  and,  without  quelUon,  they  exprefs  tl^at  peculiarly ; 
and,  joined  with  the  following  ones,  glearly  ihew,  that  a 
ilroag  fenfe  of  religion,  and  a  virtuous  concern  for  the  com- 
mon welfare,  are  the  true  principles  that  will  give  military 
perfons  bravery  and  fuccefs,  as  they  did  to  thofe  whofe  hif* 
tory  the  text  relates.  But  ftill  the  more  literal  tranflation  is, 
Bejlrong^  and  let  us  Jlrengthen  one  another  *.  In  this  fenfc 
they  concern  us  all :  this,  therefore,  I  fhall  follow. 

And  if  ever  caufe  required  exerting  and  joining. all  the 
flrength  and  all  the  courage  we  have,  this  is  that  caufe.  For 
the  attack  is  made  by  our  enemies, ^foreign  and  domeftic  at 
oacc,  on  every  thing  dear  to  us,  civil  and  facred  ;  and  con- 
fcience  towards  Qod,  as  well  as  private  intereft  and  public 
good,  demands  our  utmoft  zeal  in  fuch  a  contefi. 

The  plea  which  fome  would  ufe  to  check  this  ardour,  aa 
if  the  government  we  live  under  ought  not  to  be  fupported, 
becaufe  the  late  King  James  and  his  fon  were  fct  afide  by  the 
people,  is  abfolutely  groundlefs.  For  indeed  King  James  fct 
himfelf  afide  ;  abandoned  the  government  wilfully,  rather 
than  adminiiler  it  according  to  law ;  and,  by  fo  doing,  left 
the  nation  at  liberty,  or  rather  under  neceffity  to  provide  for 
itfelf  in  the  manner  it  did  ;  efpecially  as  he  carried  away  the 
perfonj  whom  he  called  his  fon,  along  with  him.  And  had 
he  not  been  carried  away,  all  the  world  knowsy  it  was  gene- 
rally and  ftrongly  fufpeded,  that  he  was  not  the  queen's 
child;  and  the  three  eftates  of  the  kingdom,  the  only  fit 
judges  of  a  doubtful  fucoeflion,  fixed  it,  without  taking  notice 
of  him.  Jbut  had  none  of  thefe  things  been  fo  \  that  unhappy 
king,  feduced  by  Romijb  bigots,  had  invaded,  with  a  high 
hand,  the  religious  and  civil  rights  of  his  people ;  inftead  of 
giving  the  ledt  hope  of  amendment,  he  was  going  on  with 
rapidity  to  the  utter  deftrudion  of  both.  And.fubjefts  were 
not  made  for  pri.iccs,  to  be  treated  as  their  abfolutc  property, 

and 
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and  defcend  from  one  to  another  like  cattle,  let  them  be  ufed 
as  they  will :  But  princes  were  made  for  their  fubjeds,  to 
govern  them  legally,  and  feek  their  good.  What  is  the  duly 
of  the  one,  is  the  right  of  the  other  ;  and  where  there  is  a 
right,  there  ought  to  he  a  rfemedjr.  Common  remedies  arc 
ever  to  be  ufed  iri  common  cafes  ;  and  if  they  are  infufficienr, 
fingle  perfons  ought  to  bear  every  thing  ;  and  nations,  every 
thing  that  can  be  borne  without  ^dtjftruftion,  rather  than 
break  the  public  peace  and  eftablifhtd  order  of  government. 
But  in  extreme,  imminent,  univerfal  dangers,  methods  of  the 
lail  refort,  if  neceflary  and  likely  tofucceed,  are  fully  war- 
ranted,  by  the  nature  of  the  thing,  by  our  original  confuta- 
tion, by  ancient  pra6Hce  upon  it,  and  royal  recognitions  of  it. 
The  fcriptute,  indeed,  commands  what  reafon  itfelf  doth, 
fubjeftion  to  the  fupreme  powers.*  But  how  many  other  com- 
mands are  there,  which  confdfedly  admit  of  proper  ecc^ 
tions  ?  And  were  this  to  admit  of  none,  yet  the  fcriptnre 
doth  not  determine  in  whofe  hands  the  fupreme  power  is 
lodged.  And  where  it  is  divided,  as  it  is  with  us,  bctiJiTea 
the  king  and  his  great  council,  by  whcrfe  joint  authority  eve- 
ry ftatute  is  expreffed  to  be  made,  he  who  refufes  to  ftand  tb 
tliat  divifion,  as  the  late  King  yames  did  opei^y,  both  by 
•word  and  deed,  renounces  the  authority  Aat  belonged  to  hiifa 
under  it ;  and  other  authority  he  hath  none-  Or  fuppofe 
9ven  this  doubtful,  the  fcripture  requires  fubjedion  :  But  to 
whom  ?  Tq  the  powers  that  be,  the  adual,  vifible  govern- 
mcnts  of  every  country.  Thefe,  i^  declares,  are  ordained  of 
God;  and  that  they  who  re/t/l^Jhall receive  darnnation**  Not 
the  leaft  hint  given  of  inquiring  into  the  juftice  of  an  cfta- 
blifliment  in  its  firft  rife  long  'ago  ;  a  thing  which  few  fuh- 
jefts  can  do,  and  perhaps  few  governments  can  bear.  Not 
the  flighteft  intimation  of  adhering  for  ever  to  th^  family  of 
an  abdicated  prince  ;  and  going  on,  age  after  age,  to  afcribc 
the  fovereign  authority  over  a  nation,  to  a  perfon  that  hath 
HO  means  of  exercifing  any  one  aft  of  authority.  The  ncccf- 
fities  of  mankind  render  it  abfurd ;  the  praftice  and  the  no- 
tions of  mankind  have  always  been  contrary  to  it.  Heathens, 
Jews,  Cliriftians,   Papifts,  Proteftants,   all   the   world  have 

agreei 
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agreed  in  the  point  with  univerfal  confent ;  excepting  a  fmall 
handful  of  men  in  this  one  age  and  nation  :  Perfons  greatly  to 
be pitiedj  and  highly  tobe  efteemed,  while  they  fi^bmit peace- 
ably to  inconveniencies  for  confcience  fake  ;  but  furely  guilty 
of  as  indefenfiBIe  a  Angularity  as  ever  was. 
'  There  may  indeed  often  be  a  doubt,  and  fometimes  it  niay 
laft  a  good  whilc^  which  are  the  powers  that  ^e  :  whether  a 
goTemment  is  yet  to  be  confideted  as  eftabliflied,  or  not.  But 
In  our  own  cafe,  if  a  duration  of  fo  many  years,  and  the 
peaceable  fucceffion  of  fo  many  princes,  and  the  repeated  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  whole  people  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and 
of  all  the  fovereigns  and  nations  of  the  earth,  do  not  make  it 
a  dear^pointy  in  whofe  hands  the  fupreme  authority  of  this 
couiitry  long  hath  been,  and  aftually  now  is,  nothing  of  fuch 
a  nature  can  ever  be  clear  at  all.  Very  few  of  us  have  either 
known,  ot  lived  under  any  other  government ;  we  have  all  of 
Us  claimed,  and  enjoyed  the  proteftion  of  this  ;  we  have  a£led 
in  purfuance  of  its  authority ;  we  have  prayed  continually 
for  its  prefervation  ;  wcf  have  many  of  tis  bound  our  fouls  by 
iblemn  oaths,  and  fome  of  us  by  repeated  ones,  to  maintain  it  j 
in  fo  doings  w^e  maintain  at  the  fame  time,  every  thing  that  is 
valnabk  to  us  and  our  pofletity ;  and  there  cannot  be  a  firmer 
tie  upon  us^  than  thefe  things  together  5  nor  more  abandoned 
wickcdacfs,  than  to  break  through  it. 

Strengthened  thus  then  within  ourfelves,  let  us  proceed  to 
ifirengtben  one  another.  God  knows,  inftead  of  thi§,  .we 
have  taken  great  pains  to  weaken  one  another,  by  fcparate  in- 
terefls  and  views,  animoiities  and  refentments,  unkind  fufpi- 
cions,  and  unjnft  imputations.  What  party  or  fort  of  men 
hath  beeri  moft  to  blame  in  this  rcfpett,  were  it  ever  fo  eafy 
te  fay,  would  be  very  unfit ;  when  the  plain  concern  is,  not 
to  accufe  and  recriminate,  but  all  to  unite  in  wliat  affefts  all 
fo  nearly.  Tliey  therefore,  who  have  hitherto  thought  the 
danger  of  fuch  an  attempt  fmall,  let  them  now  fliew  they  were  ! 

fax  from  wiihing  it  greater.'     They,  wholiave  been  diffatisfied  | 

with  particular  meafurcs  of  government,  let  them  now  give 
proof,  that  they  were  not  dlfafiefted  to  the  government  itfelf ; 
and  if  poflibly  in  any  thing  they  may  have  oppofed  too  far^ 
take  this  fitted  •  opportunity  of  making  amends.  This  will 
dcmonftrate  the  uprightnefs  of  their  intentions,  give  weight 
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to  their  fentiments  on  other  matters,  and  pull  down  the  falfe 
hopes,  that  our  enemies  have  founded  on  our  domeftic  dif- 
putes.  But  then,  at  the  fame  time,  if  xeal  of  any  for  the 
prefent  eilabliihmenty  hath  tempted  them  to  judg^  too  hardlj 
concerning  the  affeftion  of  others  towards  it,  they  ought  now 
candidly  to  acknowledge  their  error  ^  embrace  thofe  as  true 
friends,  who  approve  themfdves  ^to  be  fuch  in  the  day  of 
trial ;  and  remember  for  the  future,  that  ftrength  is  attained, 
not  by  divifion,.but  by  union.  Indeed  we  {hould  all  remem- 
ber, inftead  of  aggravating  what  our  oppofers  have  done  amils, 
to  refled  ferioufly  what  we  and  our  friends  have  been  faiiltj 
in ;  and  perhaps  we  ihould  moft  of  us  find>  it  hath  been  a 
great  deal  too  much» 

But  it  is  not  mutual  good,  temper  alone  that  our  ca£b  re- 
quireSy  but  mutual  afliftance  and  encouragement,  to  be  given 
with  fpirit  by  each  of  us,  according  to  his  ability,  and  the  na- 
ture of  his  ftation,  to  all  aroimd  him  :  by  ranking  ourfelves 
openly  on  the  fide  we  are  of;  joining  our  caunfels,  contribut- 
ing our  money,  hazarding  our  perfons,  if  need  require  it  ;  by 
inftruding,  undeceiving,  exciting,^  fortifying  aa  many  others* 
as  we  can.  That  part,  would  be  indiflFerent,  part  timorous,, 
and  all  refift  weakly,  was.  the  great  thing,  that  the  adverfaries 
of  the  government  promifed  themfelves,  and  its  friends  were 
apprehenfive  of.  God  be  thanked,  both  of  them  in  fome  de- 
gree have  feen  their  miftake.  Let  us  go  on  to  complete  the 
conviction,  by  a  daily  incrcafe  of  refolute  aftivity.  Strengthen^ 
ye  the  weak  hands ^  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees  :  Jay  to  them 
that  are  of  a  fearful  hearty  Bejlrong^fear  not*. 

One  thing  more  to  be  mentioned  under  this  head  is,  that  if 
the  prefent  endeavour  to  ruin  us   fhould  increafe,  though  it 
were  confiderably,  the  public. expence  neceffary  to  defend  us,, 
wc  are  furely  neither  to  wonder,  nor  to  murmur  at  at ;  but 
bear  with  cheerfulnefs  what  may  be  inconvenient,  in  order  to- 
prevent  what  mull  be  ruinous  ;  and  confidet  weU,  that  were 
tliis  dcfigu  to  take  place,  we  fbould  probably  pay  much  more 
to  foreigners,  as  a  reward  for  enflaving  us,  than  now  to  our 
ov:n  governors,  53  the  means  of  keeping  us  free. 

But 
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But  human  means  alone,  human  prudence  and  ftrength^  be 
it  ever  fo  great,  is  no  fufficient  ground  of  confidence.  For 
the  Mq/l  High  ruletb  in  the  kingdom  of  men^  and  givetb  it  to 
vsbomfoever  he  will'*.     We  mnft  never  forget  therefore, 

III.  An  humble  dependence  on  heaven  for  the  event  of  all* 
And  the  Lord  do  that  which  feemeth  him  good. 

What  i^  will  feem  good  to  him  to  do  with  us,  when  we 
confider  our  national  wickednefs  and  ingratitude  to  him,  it 
xnuft  be  acknowledged  we  have  great  caufe  to  fear.  He  hath 
blcffed  thefe  nations  beyond  moft,  if  not  any  other  part  of  the 
world ;  and  we  have  turned  idl  his  bleffings  into  occafions  of 
fin.  He  hath  given  us  wealth,  and  we  have  applied  it  to  the 
wicked  purpofes  of  diflblutenefs  and  luxury.  He  hath  given 
us  liberty ;  and  wc  have  abufed  it  to  the  bittercft  hatred,  and 
the  groffeft  licentioufnefs.  He  hath  given  us  true  religion, 
and  we  have  flighted  andfcorned  it ;  call  oflF  the  worfhip  of 
God,  received  the  mercies  of  his  providence  without  thank- 
fiiloefs,  and  the  threatenings  of  it  without  humility  ;  nay,  ri- 
diculed the  obligations  even  of  probity  and  moral  virtue,  till 
wc  have  fcarce  principle  enough  left  to  be  concerned  for  any 
thing,  but  prefent  pleafure  and  prefent  intereft.  Our  abhor- 
rence of  Popery  is  gone :  our  zeal  againft  flivery  is  degene- 
rated into  fa&ion :  our  zeal  for  the  governm^Qt  into  private 
fclfifimefs.  We  daily  accufe  another  of  thefe  things  :  we  ne- 
ver think  of  reforming  ourfelves.  And  what  can  be,  in'  a 
laiional  "view,  the  probable  confequence,  in  a  religious  one, . 
the  juft  pnniftiment  of  fuch  behaviour,  but  that  which  the 
Divine  Wifdom  hath  fo  clearly  foretold  ?  For  that  they  ha» 
ted inowledgCy  and  did  not  choofe  the  fear  of  the  Lord;  they 
'ivouldnone  of  my  counfely  and  defpifed  my  reproof:  therefore 
Jhallthey  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way^  and  be  filed  with 
their  own  devices  f. 

It  is  by  flow  and  filent,  but  it  is  by  effedhial  methods,  that 
(Jod  fiiews  himfelf  the  governor  of.  the  world.  Princes  that 
neglcS  to  fupport  his  authority,  fliall  find  their  own  decay 
with  it.  Subordinate  rulers,  that  truft  to  other  than  virtuous 
arts  of  government,  fliaU  find  they  have  leaned  on  a  broken 
Cced.    And  nations,  that  indulge  profanenefs  and  profligate- 

T  t  2  nefs, 
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nefs,  fliall  experience  them  tq  bring  on  confufion  and  nib. 
Efcapiiig  it  in  one  fliape  for  once  is  nothing  ;  in  that,  or  fomc 
other,  it  mull  fall  upon  them,  if  thej  continue  fuch  as  tlicy 
are.  And  were  ever  fo  great  ruin  to  fall  upon  us  now,  what 
would  it  he  more,  than  tamuePs  predidion  verified  ?  If  ye 
Jhalljlill  do  wickedly y  yk  Jloall  he  conjumcdy "  both  ye  and  your 
king*.  And  what  could  we  fay,  but  acknowledge  before 
God,  with  the  penitent  Jews  in  Nehsmiah^  "Thou  artjvji  in  all 
that  is  brought  upon  us :  fcr  thou  haft  dor.e  right y  but  ive  have 
done  wickedly  :  neither  have  our  kings y  our  princes y  ourpriefi^, 
nor  our  fathers  (would  to  God  there  were  not  the  mod  caulc 
of  all  to  add,  nor  we  ourrelve3)  kept  thy  law  f . 

Confidering  our  cafe  in  this  light  then,  we  have  fmall  rea- 
sfpn  to  be  of  good  courage.  And  yet,  confidering  the  divine 
mercies,  we  are  far  from  having  any  reafon  to  defpond,  if  wc 
have  any  heart  to  repent.  The  caufe  we  are  engaged  in,  is 
that  of  right  and  truth,  and  God's  own  honour*  Defending 
it  valiantly,  is  performing  one  part  of  our  duty  to  him  ;  and 
deferting  it,  would  be  filling  up  at  once  the  meafure  of  our 
iniquities  to  the  utmoft.  Wicked  as  wq  have  been,  and  arc, 
yet  if  we  will  but,  at  leqfi  in  this  our  day,  know  the  thingt 
that  belong  to  our  peace  f ,  there  is  dill  abundant  room  to  truft 
in  the  gracious  prpteftjon,  that  yft  have  fo  often  experienced j 
and,  provided  we  can  but  now  bring  our  hearts  in  eameft  to 
fear  God,  we  have  no  need  to  fear  man.  What  hath  hithertq 
hapf>ened,  is  indeed  more  than  enough  to  awaken  us  from 
that  fupinenefs,  which  it  is  aftoniihing  we  Ihould  have  indul- 
ged fo  long ;  but  not  at  all  to  make  us  doubtful  concerning 
the  event,  were  there  only  any  profpeft,  that  we  fliould  render 
purfelves  fit  objedls  of  our  Maker's  favour.  For  the  fake  of 
a  few  good,  there  may  be  mercy  in  (lore  for  the  reft.  The 
more  of  us  become  fo,  the  greater  is  the  hope.  And  would 
but  this  national  alarm  produce,  what  undoubtedly  heaven 
hath  defigned  it  for,  a  national  reformation,  we  might  boMIy 
fay  to  our  enemies,  in  the  words  of  holy  writ^  AJfociate  your^ 
jelveSy  0  ye  peopley  and  ye  fhall  be  broken  in  pieces  :  take  covn^ 
fcl  together  n  and  it  fhall  come  to  nought :  fpeak  the  wordy  end 

it 
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itJbtH  not  Jlani  :  for  God  is  with  us.  SanSify,  therefore, 
the  Lord  of  Hqfts  $  and  let  him  be  your  fear^  and  let  him  be 
pur  dread ^  and  hf  Jhall  be  for  a  JatiQuary  *.  For  God  will 
yJwf  Sion,  and  will  build  the  cities  ofjndalu  7he  pqfierity 
alfo  of  hif faints  Jhall  inherit  it  ;  jani  they  that  love  his  name 
fiuU  djJDell  therein  t-  *Their  children  Jhall  continue y^  and  their 
Jttdjball  be  ejtabli/hed  before  him  J. 
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(Preached  in  1745.) 

Against  Extreme  Solicitude  concerning  Worjlmy  Ax- 
fairs  J  AND  THE  Wisdom  of  Reposing  Unbounded  Cox^. 

FIDENCE  IN  THE  PROVIDENCE  QF  GoD., 


Phil.  iv.  6,  7, 

Se  careful  for  nothing :  hut  in  every  things  by  prayer  andfupm. 

plication^  with  thanifgiving^  let  your  re^uejls  be  made  in&vM 

unto  God.  , 

/ind  the  peace  of  Godf  which  pajjfeth  all  underflanding^  JbM 

keep  your  hearts  and  minds^  through  Chrifi  yefus, 

T\ANGERS  are  fo  conftanty  and  fufferings  fo  frequent,  in 
human  life,  that  behaving  properly  under  the  appreheo- 
iions  and  experience  of  them,  conftitutes  a  verj  coniiderabk 
part  of  our  bufinefs  here.  But  when  Providence  permits  a 
peculiar  degree  of  either  to  be  our  lot,  it  calls  us  peculiarly 
to  think  what  methods  will  beft  preferve  u^  from  them,  or 
carry  us  through  them.  Now  thefe  are  of  two  forts  ;  world* 
ly  prudence,  and  religious  wifdom.  The  precepts  of  the  for^ 
mer  it  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  this  place  to  deliver,  but  to  limit 
and  perfefl:  them  by  the  diftatcs  of  the  latter  ;  that  we  may 
ueither  endeavour  to  fecurc  ourfelves  by  ading  wrong,  nor 
doubt  of  fupport  in  afting  right.  We  are  apt  to  look  on  re- 
ligion, very  injurioufly,  as  only  prefcribing  difagreeable  du- 
ties  ;  whereas  it  fuggefts  the  kindeft  advice,  and  fuperadds 
the  mod  comfortable  promifes  ;  which  cannot  be  done  more 
completely,  in  the  great  point  of  moderating  fear  and  uneali- 
nefs,  than  it  is  in  the  text ;  where  we  have 

I.  A 
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I.  A  friendly  caution  :  Be  careful  for  nothing. 

II.  A  moll  neceflary  dire&ion :  But  in  every  things  hy. 
prayer  and  fupfUcation^  with  thankfgiving\  let  your  requefls- 
le  made  known  unto  God. 

III.  An  affurance  of  the  happy  efFeft  which  this  condufl 
will  produce  :  And  the  peace  ofGody  which  paffeth  all  under-- 

fianSngy  fhall  keep  y^ur  hearts  and  minds ^  through  Chrift  J^V- 

I.  A  friendly  caution  :    Be  careful  for  nothing.     Words 
which  neither  common  reafon  allows  us  to  take  in  their  lit- 
moft  extent,,  nor  fcripture  itfelf.     For  it  every  where  de- 
mands from  us  die  moil-  earnefl  care  ahout  the  things  of  ano« 
ther  world  ;  and. enjoins,  quite,  as  often  as  it  needed,  a  mode- 
rate care  about  the  affairs  of  this.     Being  careful,  therefore^- 
muil  mean,  in  the  paflage  which  I  have  read  to  you,  as  aa 
expreflion  mighty  little  varied  from  it,  being  full  of  care,, 
doth,  for  the  moft  part,  in  our  daily  fpeech  ;  not  a  difcrect 
and  rational,  but  a  difquieting  and  tormenting  fcdicitude :  and 
that  principally,  not  concerning  our  behaviour,  which  is,  the 
only  thing  in  our  power,  but  the. event,  which  is  often  cn- 
j^  tirely  out  of  it.     This  the  original  Greek  phrafe  elfewhere 
I  ufually  iignifies,  though   not  always.     In  the.  fixth  of  St»- 
I  MattheWy.it.  is  many  times  rendered,  I'ake  no  thought.     But 
I  there  alfo  we  muft  remember,  that  only  what  is  immoderate 
I  was  intended  to  be  forhidden  ;  which  it  had  been  happy  if 
I  our  tranflation  had  more  determinately  exprefled. 

Thoughtfulnefs  concerning  our  deportment,  our  welfare,. 
I  that  of  others,  and  the  ^public,  fo  far  as  it  will  really  be  of 
ufe,  is  a  duty  of  indifpenfable  obligation.     And  firft  ading  at 
*  random,   then  turning  our  eyes  from  the  evil  day,,  when  we 
;  fee  it  coming,  inftead  of  confidering  how  we  may  avert  it,  or 
make  the  beft  provifion  againft  it,,  will  prove  the  fureft  way 
to  bring  it  on  with  its  blackeft  horrors.     But  the  contrary 
extreme,  anxiety,  is  both  a  miferable  feeling  in  itfelf,  and  the 
p^ent  of  many  farther  mifchiefs,  without  any  mixture  of 
j^ood.    It  rcprefents  every  objed  of  terror  as  vaftly  greater 
1  than  it  is  in  truth ;  and  frequently  gives  far  more  pain  be- 
forehand, than  the  prefence  of  all  that  we  fear  is  capable  of 
g'^ving.     Nay,  it  makes  us  tremble  at  mere  fpedres ;  and  fills 
tu  with  the  moft  alarming  fufpicions^  fometimes  of  what  can- 
X  not 
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hot  liJtppen,  often  of  what  is  Highly  improbable.  And  yet^ 
were  it  ever  fo  likel j,  exccflive  dread  will  do  nothing  to- 
wards preferving  ns  from  it.  Calm-  refl6£tion  will  inftiuft 
and  excite  us  to  do  ever  j  thing  for  onrfelvcs  which  we  are 
able  to  do  ;  and  the  utmbff  agbnies  of  <fifquiet  can  never  car- 
ry us  beyond  our  Abilities,  Indeed,  very  cominonly  vehe- 
ment emotions  either  hinder  us  from  feeing  what  is  fit,  or 
difqualify  us  from  performing  it ;  nay,  htirry  ns  into  what 
is  very  unfit  and  prejudicial  to  the  point  which  we  have  in 
view. 

But  were  they  to  lea^c  tis  otherwifc  entirely  mafiers  of 
6urfclves,  that  eagernefs  of  looking  farther 'thisin  we  can  fee, 
which  they  always  beget,  hath  a  powerful  tendency  tomif- 
Icad  us  very  unhappily.  Dangersr  which  vra  think  wc-  dif- 
cern  at  a  diftance,  may  have  no  reality ;  or,  if  they  have, 
may  never  draw  near.  Dangers  that  are  near,  may  never 
reach  us  ;  and  evils  that  have  reached  us,  may  vanilh  on  s 
fudden.  Tliefe  are  no  reafohs  againft  prudent  fcFrccaft  ;  hot 
they  are  flrong  reafons  againft  extra6Hng  wretchcdrtefe  out 
of  fpeculations  on  futurity,  inftead  of  following  quietly  and 
cheerfully  the  proper  bufmcfs  of  the  prefent  day ;  fince  n6c 
hfiow  not  ivbat  another  may  bring  forth  *  ;  and,  coniequcntly, 
require  us  to  contrive  or  execute,  to  griove  or  rejoice  at. 
J'o-mcr7'0''JUy  ouT^^blefled  Saviour  hath  fold  us,  Jball  taii 
thought  for  the  things  of  itfelf\  :  Time,  as  it  runs  on,  Will 
dire£l  U3  much  better  than  wo  caii  guefs  now,  what  precau- 
tions we  arc  tp  take,  and  what  judgments  we  arc  to  form, 
nbout  remote  affairs  :  and  fince  all  that  appears  aj  this  infi&nt 
likely  to  fall  out,  or  wife  to  do,  may  poiTiljly  in  the  next  ap- 
pear q,u:te  otherwifc,  we  ought  ftudioiifly  to  moderate  both 
our  actions  and  our  pailions,  by  recolleffing  the  mutability 
cvf  the  world  ;  which  would  faVe  us  a  vaft  deal  of  fnlitlels 
labour  and  recdlefs  rriifcry.  We  every  one  of  us  think  the 
for  rows  of  life  abundantly  enough ;  why  then  {h6nld  we  mul- 
tiply them  by  long  anticipations,  and  load  ourfelves  at  once 
with  misfortunes  prefent  and  to  conrie,  unmindful  of  our  gra- 
cious Lord's  important  maxim,  Sufficient  unto  the  day  jj  the 
evil  ihoYcofX  ?    Had  cur  Maker  framed  the  human  mind  in 

fuch 
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fiicH  mtener,  that  w^  smft  hair*  l^een.  ahoayr  foncajling 
gri^vout  things  * ;  and  fuffering  every  hour^  in  thought,  all 
that  ibrttugh  a  oooxfe  of  years  weare  to  Cbfier  in  reality^  and 
nnidiinorei  we  fiiould  certainly  have  looked' on <it  as  very 
kiTdnfiige.  Why  then lyill  we  )Mring ourfdves  into  a  ftate, 
in  which  if  God  hfd  placed  Us,  we  fliould  have  complained  of 
him  as  cmel  ?  He  hath  mercifully  hid  future  events  from  us» 
kft  the  forefight  of  them  ihould  make  .us  unhappy:  and  we 
pry  into  them  l^y  conjefture,  and  dwell  upon  them  by  imagi- 
nation, that  we  may  he  unhappy  whether  he  wiB  or  not* 

This,  you  fee,  is  oKMre  than  folly  s  it  ia  evidently  fin.  He 
inteaded  ps  to  live  htre  2n  <^>mfort  and  peace  ;  and  we  arg 
aot  at  liberty  to  firuftrate  his  defign,  by  making  o^rfelves 
aneafy  and  wretched.  Both  nature  and  fcrip^ure  pl^ainly  for-, 
bid  it.  Nor  have  we  the  leaft  ground  to  hope,  that  the  &ult 
will  be  deemed  a  pimiihment  fevere  enougl}  ^r  itiielf.  Many 
etfaers  are  accompanied  with  grievous  mifery,  to  which, 
aotwithftandingy  more  hereafter  it  defervedly  threatened. 
And  the  guilt  of  inordinate  fo^ptude  is  greater  than  we  ge- 
nerally apprehend.  It  implies  not  only  difpbedience  to  God^ 
but  difttuft  in  him«  It  unfits  us  for  the  offices  of  piety  and 
ef  common  lific^  By  dqeding  the  fpirits,  and  (buring  the 
temper,  it  render^  us  difierent,  in  many  refpe&s,  firom  what 
we  Ihould  be,  to  all  around  us.  It  leads  perlbns  into  flrong 
temptations  of  I'tifinj;  and  cheering  theihfelves  under  their 
troubles,  by  falfe  and  pemii^io^s  fupports,  or  of  feeking  deli- 
verance frcmi  them  by  di^pn^  arts  and  compliances.  It  in-i 
feds  others,  who  fee  it,  with  the  Uffkt  apprehenfions ;  which 
may  produce  the  fame  or  worfe  efFeds  on  their  quiet,  nay, 
their  innocence.  And  in  proportion  as  difcouraging  alarms 
b^ome  epidemical,  the  qdamity  dreaded  becomes  likely  to 
happen.  Still,  (o  muph  of  this  wrong  turn  as  is  really  con- 
ftitutional  and  unavoidable  w^aknefs,  will  certainly  not  be. 
imputed  as  criminal :  and  therefore  we  ought  not  tp  double 
.  oar  uneafinefs,  by  adding  to  involuntary  anxieties  a  rigid 
condemnation  of  ourfelves  for  them,  hut  ftrive  againil  them 
to  the  utsbbfl  of  our  power ;  and  then  be  fatisfied  with  th^ 
sonfcioufhefs  that  we  have  done  fo  \  only  not  deceiving  ouf 

Y(n.  in.  Uu  h^^ir^ 
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hearts  with  a  notion  that  we  have  refifted  fears,  wfaidi  in 
truth  ^e  have  indtil^ed. 

But  feme  will  fay,  ^^  How  can  wc  refill  them  ?  Mvft  wt 
**  not  of  neceflitj  be  terrified  at  what  we  perceive  is  terriUe; 
*i  be  concerned  about  >vhat  we  are  fenfible  is  of  great  coii« 
*^  ccm  to  us  I  Where  is  the  virtue  of  pretending  to  blind 
*^  ourfelve^,  or  even  of  doing  it  aftuallj,  if  we  could?" 
None  at  all  certainly^  But  the  rule  prefcribed  jou  is,  otot 
to  ihut,  but  open  your  eyes,  and  contemplate  the  whole  of 
your  cafe  deliberately  and  impartially^  For  perhaps  it  is  not 
lb  bad,  perhaps  not  near  Co  bad,  as  you  conceive,  diough  yon 
were  to  look  on  it  only  in  a  worldly  view.  And  jet^  w«e 
outward  appearances,  s^nd  our  own  ft^ength,  all  that  we  had 
to  look  at,  fhere  would  be  no  wonder  if  fometim^s  our  hearts 
fainted  within  us  at  the  prc^fped ;  for  the  ftouteft  and  the 
proudeft  hearty  have  fainted  before  us  on  like  occafions.  Bat 
the  never-failing. foundation  of  comfort  is  this.  A  Being  in- 
finitely powerful,  i^ife,  and  benevolent,  fuperintends  the  uni- 
verfe  continually :  thefe  attributes  afford  us  large  ground  of 
hope ;  and,  that  our  own.unworthinefs  may  raife  no  doubt, 
his  exprefs  declarations  give  us  full  aflurance,  that  if  we  fly 
to  him  with  huml^le  fai(h,  be  y)iU  uotfuffer  us  to  ba  tempted 
above  tbat  we  are  able,  but  wilf  witb  the  temptation  a/Jbtnaie 
0  way  to  efcape  ^*  The  moft  ufual  anxiety  of  fnea  is  about 
the  daily  neceffariea  of  life/  With  refpeft  to  thefe,  therefore, 
he  condefcends  to  afgue  with,  us  particularly  \  and  the  argn^ 
ment  will  hold  as  well  concerning  lefs  common  exigencies ; 
that  fiQpe  he  fviftains  the.||egetable  part  of  the  creation,  which 
can  do  nothing  for  itfelf,  and  the  animal,  which  cannot  do 
near  fo  much  fis  we,  certainly  he  will  take  ^  of  us,  on  doinj 
what  we  ought,  a  care  proportionable  to  the  fuperiority  of 
our  nature.  For  in  th\3  lies  the  force  of  our  Saviour's  res^ 
ibning.  And  when  he  faith^  Behold  the  fowb  of  the  tfiV, 
they  fow  npt,  neither  do  they  reap,  yet  your  heavenly  Father 
feeketh  them  :  Are  ye  not  much  better  than  tl>ey\l  He  doth 
not  mean  {bat  they  take  no  pains,  and  therefore  we  are  to 
take  none.  They  take  a  great  deal,  in  fceking  food,  and  con-* 
trivim^  fecurity  againft  dangers,  for  themfelyes  and  for  thei( 
1/7  youngi 
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i^nbg^  according  to  th«  efcteht  of  their  ftculries.  And  w^ 
•are  to  take  as  muchv  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  ours. 
Bot  then,  as  prbyidtfnte  futnifhes  to  thetn^  fo  &r  as  conflfts 
-^th  its  wife  pttrpofes,  whatever  they  ntt^y  and  cdnnot  aci- 
tqjoire  bj  their  own  power^  the  fame  -t^rdvidence  Will  c6rtain- 

'  I7  watdi  over  us  with  more  petuliat  tendemefs,  evfen  in  the 
prefent  ftate  ;  befides^  thdt  what  Vn^  fufikr  now  ihall  increafe 
oar  happinefs  hereafter.  And  thierefbre,  fince  thej  are  t.'itj 
ta  their  condition^  well  ma^  we  in  ours.  For  it  would  be 
ftrange  indeed,  if  that  drd^r  of  earthly  beings,  which  enjoys 
the  greateff  &vonr  beyond  all  comparilbn,  ihbuld  be  the  only 
Qoe  difcon tented,  Refleft  then ;  where  hiiman  care  ends,  thfe 
dirine  care  begins;  The  duty  of  to-day  ib  our  bufinefs^  th% 
event  of  to-morroW  is  our  heilveAly  Father's :  and  furely  you 
do  not  wifli  to  remove  it  out  of  his  hands  int6  your  own  ;  of 
^rmifey  that  you  can  poffibly  be  unfafe.  White  Under  the  pro*- 
teftion  of  him  with  whom  the  very  hairs  of  your  bead  are  aU 
MMmbered*.  Here  then  we  hai^e  a  fecure  refuge  againft  in^ 
quietude.  But  let  us  remember^  if,  having  it>  we  ufe  it  not; 
if,  profeffing  faith  in  God^  We  allow  ourfelves  to  be  as  much 
diiconcertsd  and  perplexed  on  levery  alarm  as  they  that  have 
Mo'hcpej  and  are  without  God  in  the  world  f  ;  we  either  think 
ttoworthily  of  him^  or  behave  quite  unfuitably  to  what  vrt 
think ;  and  our  guilt  is  greater^  a3  our  temptation  to  it  is 
Icfs.  When^  therefore^  on  being  troubled  and  caft  down,  w« 
are  inclined  to  lay  the  blame  on  accidental  or  natural  lownefs 
of  fpirits,  or  whatever  excufe  occurs^  let  us  taie  heed,  left 
there  he  in  us  an  evil  heaH  ofunbeUe/X  or  difobedience.  If 
there  be,  amending  that  is  the  way  to  uphold  him  that  was 
fidling,  andftrengiben  the  feeble  knees  J. 

But  in  vain  Ihall  we  attempt  any  thing  beneficial  to  us,  if 
we  truft  to  ourfelves  for  fuccefs.  And,  therefore^  to  make 
his  caution  effeftual)  the  apoftle  fubjoins 

IL  A  moft  nedeflary  direfiion.  In  evtry  things  hy  prayer 
ondfupplication,  with  thankfgivingf  let  your  requefts  be  madi 
inown  unto  God* 

I  The  ufual  method  is,  to  be  careful  about  many  things  |I, 
and  pray  about  nothing  }  but  the  right  one  is,  to  be  careful 

U  u  2  about 
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4iboat  ttothiag,  but  pray  about  every  thing  ;  which  is  of  \ti^ 
portance  enough  to  be  laid  before  the  Lord  of  AIL  the 
jnovements  of  oar  hearts,  indeed^  though .  unutteied,  aie 
okarlj  difcemed  by  him :  and  he  forefaw  from  eternity  wfaat^ 
over  we  flufuld  wiih  on  eirery  oocafion.  But  dieicriptaie 
fpeaks  in  the  language  of  men  ;  and  calls  that  mmJtmg  imnm 
^ur  rifuffts  to  God,  which  is  only  expr^ffing  befofe  hiaa  what 
he  is  perfe&ly  acquainted  with  already,  in  order  to  isipnat 
more  efficacioufly,  on  ourfelvea  and  othei^,  the  fentiracnts 
concerning  him  which  belong  to  our  condition. 

Applying  to  the  Almighty  in  our  diflkulties,  imaediatdy 
reminds  us  on  whom  We  and  all  things  depend :  -nad  brings 
it  ifrongly  Co  our  thoughts,  that  the  molt  threateniog  dangeia 
cannot  advance  one  ftep  farther  tban  infinite  wiidom  fees  it 
proper  they  ihould,-  and  infinite  goodneis  permita.  Placing 
ourfelves  in  his  prefence,  awes  and  oompofes  our  worMfy 
fears  ;  not  by  a  fertile  dread  of  him  forcibly  overcoming 
them^  and  fubftitutihg  itfelf  a  ftill  worfe  terror  in  their  Aesd, 
but  by  a  filial  reverence,  mlsed  with  humble  rdUanca  on  his 
favour,  which  callus  and  revives  us  in  iuch  manner,  thi^  we 
perceive  our  ftflicitodes  to  vanifli,  even  whilfi  tre  are  coo^ 
feffing  themy.  and  quickly  fmile  at  what  ^e  ihuddered  befi>re. 
Then  befides,  venting  our  defires  to  him,  ihews  ns  in  the  ful- 
leff  ligfat>  which  are  finfid  and  to  be  reprefled,  if  we  hope  for 
acceptance  with  him :  and  begging  his  hdpw  muft  powetfnHy 
admoni(h  us,  that  we  are  not  to  think  of  helping  ourfelves  by 
methods  diffdeafing  to  him/  but  adhere  ftriftly  to  our  dnty, 
and  be  afiured  it  will  lead  ns  out  of  whatever  perplexities  it 
leads  us .  intQ.  Commit  thy  w)ay  unto  the  L^rdf  and  fut  thy 
trujl  in  him^  and  be  fiatt  bring  it  to  pafi  *.  Fu/ther  yet  j 
praying  td  oUr  Father  whidi  u  in  heaven,  leads  ua  fo^  oonfider 
him  as  our  common  Father  ;  who  is  concerned,  not  only  for 
us,  but  for  all  our  friends  ^  and  ezpefis  us  to  be  lealons  foi 
the  general  good,  ts  well  as  our  own  %  and  on  no  account  to 
withdraw  from. the  fervice  of  the  body  of  Which,  he  hath 
^ade  us  members.  Piety,  therefore^  excites  the  traeft  and 
firmeft  public  fpirit ;  but  fmoodis  and  tempers,  at  die  (auK 
time,  that  roughneis  and  vebemenpe  whieh  too  frequently 

renders 
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renders  it  ineffeftual  and  hurtf ul»  bj!  promoting,  u  it  dotk 
beyond  til  tbingi^  aalxiu&Ue  opinion  of  ourfdves,  and  meefc- 
M&  towards  others* 

With  fttcb  difpofitioBS,  we  iliall  be  duly  qwilified  for  tlio 
Inaxcjr  we  intreat ;  and  they  who  are,  will  never  fail  to  re* 
ceiye  it*  For  iiu  u  tie  con/Umce  ivbicb  we  bavt  in  bim^  laidL 
tte  beloved  diiciple^  tb^t  tf  wt  mjk  tmy  tbing  according  to  bit 
mfl^  be  beareib  $tt.  And  if  we  inowtbat  bebeur^b  «/,  wbd^ 
fener  we  a/i,  we  inow  tbai  we  bave  tbe  fetitioue  vJficb  we  . 
d^ed  qfbim*.  We  are  fare  of  the  very  favours  we  b^,  if 
Atj  are  oonducive  to  his  ^ory^  and  the  happinefs  of  his  crea- 
tnes  f  'whi^h-doubtlefii  die  deliverance  of  thb  nation  Smrn  its 
CDemies  muft  be,  fince  We  profefs  and  fupport  his  holy  trutl^ 
would  we  but  penitently  conform  oor  condud  to  it.  And  his 
long  forbearance  under  our  provocations,  gives  us  room  toex?:- 
peft  every  inftanoe  of  mercy,  in  cafe  of  our  amendment*  What 
indeed  the  humble  applications  of  a  few  may  do  for  others, 
he  only  knows.  Bot  for  themfelires  they  will  certainly  ob* 
tsin  infinitely  greater  benefits,  than  iharing  in  the  bigheft  de*> 
gtee  of  earthly  profperity.  Now,  the  iole  reafon  of  our  pray« 
lag  for  any  thing  is»  that  we  fuppofe  it  will  be  good  for  us« 
And  therefore  we  pray  for  nothing  of  this  world  abfolutdy, 
but  on  that  eondtlion.  So  that  if  God,  who  knows  heft,  with« 
holds  it  becaofe  it  will  be  otherwife,  he  grants  our  requeft  in 
the  general,  though  he  refufes  it  in  the  particular ;  and  if  we 
are  wife,  far  from  being  overwhelmed  by  the  fevereft  difpen« 
fationsy  we  ihaU  not  only  be  contented,  but  glad,  in  fuch  mea» 
fore  as  human  infirmity  and  fympaithy  permit,  that  bii  wSt 
JboMld  be  doMtf  $Mi  okre  f. 

For  this  caufe  the  i^iUe,  when  he  might  have  faid,  what 
moft  people  Would  have  thought  very  fufficient,  that  we  IhouU 
pUiie  our  Tiqmfis  known  unto  God  with  refignation,  chofe  to 
iay  more,  that  we  ihould  do  it  witb  tbrnnifgiving.  And  in<» 
.deed  we  ought  to  be  heartily  thankful,  not  cmly  for  the  many 
and  great  bleffings,  temporal  and  fpiritual,  national  and  per^^ 
ibnal,  which  God  oontiattes  to  us  in  the  midft  of  his  correc- 
tions, (O  that  we  would  all  think  ierioufly,  how  many  and 
griat  they  are)  but  even  for  his  oorre£Uons  themf elves ;  and 

much 
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limch  znoTe  for  the  alarms  and  wamings^  the  Ufdngs.ap  cif  his 
•rod,  ^Behich  are  deiigned  to-freVent  tke  neceffity  of  beovitf 
judgments  •  What  he  doth  with  this  view,  diou^  it  proddce 
terrifying  apprehenfions,  is  the  moft  real  kindntCi ;  the  «zdj 
kindnefs  that  we  permit  him  at  prefent  to  ibotr.  Many,  we 
iDXj  hope^  will  be  iniuenced  by  filch  awful  notices,  to  aaaoid 
their  ways.  Bat  at  leaft  We  need  not  faii  of  being  inflaencel 
uaurlelves  to  what  is  right.  And  then,  whatever  t&e  event  be 
•to  thofe around  us,  to. us  it  ihsdl  be  happy ;  if  in  no  other  re^ 
.fpe&,  yet  in  that^  which,  beyond  all  coinparifon,  is  of  the 
greateil  confequenee :  Our  light  qffliBiotu  which  art  hmfier  a 
rnQfttent^Jball  wort  out  for  us  afar  more  exceeding  dnd  etermaf 
vjeight  of  glory  *. 

Knowing  tbe&  .things^  well  tdigfat  the  apoftle  add  in  the 
.text^ 

III*  An  aflUranoe  of  the  bleiled  effeft^  which  raifing  oat 
.thoilght&  from  earth  to  heaven  will  prodnee.  And  the  peat* 
of  God^  which  pqffitb  all  underfianding^jbedi  i^ep  jfffut  bearU 
jond  ffiindsp  through  Jefus  Ohrijli, 

.  Bad  perfbns^  as  Ihey  have  never  ^y  weltgrotfnded^  have 
iSeldom  any  long^^ontintted  peace  of  mind^  even  in  profperity ; 
aild  znuch  lefs  can  they  hope  fer  it  in  troubles  and  dangers. 
Jf  they  hive  no^  been  juft  and  mercifnl^  they  are  con£drous  of 
ill*deferving  behaviour  to  their  feUow-creature£.  if  they 
have  not  been  uniformly  virtuous  and  religious^  they  kno^ 
ihey  have  a&ed  undutifully  and  ungrateJEully  to  their  Creator* 
If  they  have  net^  by  due  application  fcrr  pardcffi,  reooncii^ 
theniifelves  to  him^  the  ^ilt  of  their  fins  remains  upon  them  $ 
and  the  whole  creation  is  a  weapon  in  his  hands  againft  them; 
They  may  be  llupidly  unmoved  by  thefe  confiderations  ;  they 
may  aifeiEl  to  hide  their  convictions,  or  ftrive  to  run  awa/ 
from  them  into  whatever  prefents  itfelf*  But  ufuolly  the 
livelieft  and  ftrongeft  natural  fpirits  will  lii&  under  them  in 
a  time  of  fevere  trial*  Or  fuppofing  they  do  not ;  the  more 
obfllnately  fach  perfons  hold  out^  and  the  more  gauly  they  go 
on,  the  heavier,  .in  all  likelihood,  wiU  be  their  prefent  ruin^ 
but  the  dreadfuller  certainly  their  final  fentence.  For  fooncr 
or  later,  and  with  full  reccmipence  for  ever  fo  long  dclar,  xh$, 

folema 
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felemn  and  repeated  denunciation  mufl:  be  verified,  Whatfoever 
a  tmmfo'ooetby  that  Jbali  be  alfo  reap* »  1 

But  the  obedient  and  devout  foul,  which  looks  beyond 
worldly  appearaacesy  and  refts  itfelf  on  the  Divine  Providencei^ 
is  entitled,  whatever  outward  commotions  happen,  to  the  . 
tmefty  the  fteadieft,  t^e  mod  delightful  inward  compolednefs  f 
to  that  peace  of  Oodf  that  fenfe  of  being  in  friendfliip  with 
him,  that  £eelbig  of  comfort  and  joy  flowing  from  him,<whici 
fajitb  all  underjiandmg,  exceeds  the  conceptions  of  thofe  who 
have  not  experienced  it,  and  fhaU  exceed  hereafter  the  prefei^t 
conc^tions  of  thofe  who  haye.  Yet  the  fincerely  good  nday 
not  conftantly  enjoy  a  very  high  degree  of  this*  Thq  imperw 
feftion  of  their  gopdnefs,  the  lownefs  qf  their  fpirits,  errors  of 
judgment,  fudden  alarms,  afflidions  uncommonly  grievous^ 
may  leflen,  may  interrupt  it ;  or  God  may,  for  fecret  reafons 
of  infinite  wifdom,  bide  bis  face  from  tbem  f  for  a  time*  Bot^ 
ordinarily  fpeaking,  their  tranquillity  and  confolation  will  be 
found  proportionable  to  their  improvements  in  real  religion* 
And,  though  undoubtedly  (eafons  of  difficulty  and  hazard  will 
give  fome  ufieafinefs  to  the  heft  minds,  yet  no  more  than.ia 
moderate  and  very  tolerablei^  no  more  than  leaves  them,  oa 
the  whole,  in  a  peaceful  ftate ;  and  able  to  caft  if  not  a//,  aa 
they  ihould,  yet  the  moft  oitbe^r  cqre  on  bim,  wba  caretbfor 
tbemX.     ' 

Let  us  therefore  try  ourfdves  by  this  rule,  whether  we  ' 
have  indeed-  pradical  faith  and  confidence  in  the  Almighty* 
And  if  not,  let  us  inftantly  labour  to  obtain  it,  by  a  total  for* 
faJuBg  of  our  iniquities,  wbicb  bave  feparated  between  as  and 
Urn  $,  and  humble  addreiTes^r  grac^  to  belp  in  time  ofneed^m 
The  commoa  r^ource  is  to  the  help  of  man  alone ;  fbere  bt 
vusny  tbatfay^  wbo  willjbew  ns  any  g^Qd^  but  the  language 
of  a  well-inftrufied  heart  is^^  Lord^  lift  tbou  up  tbe  light  of  ' 
thy  countenance  upon  i^s  ^.  Some  put  tbeir  truft  in  cbariats^ 
Qfidjome  in  bor/ts :  but  let  us  remember  tbe  namf  of  tbe  Lord 
our  God  ** :  provide  for  our  fecurity  with  the  utnioil  pru-^ 
dcnce,  and  defend  our  (;aufe  with  the  boldeft  zieal :  but  ftill 
icly  on  him  alone,  wbo  givetb  viffory  unto  tings  ft-    Everj; 

othe^" 
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ocher  aid  may  fsul,  but  God  cannot.  He  if  aUe  to  /ami  if 
mamy  or  hy  fevi  *  :  to  break  the  arm  of  tbe  wicied\f  tmi 
Afapffoint  the  devicte  of  the  crafty  (•  thJliOeth  tbe  ragkg 
^tie/eay  the  noife  of  its  wavej^  and  tbe  madnefs  of  the  peo* 
fle\*  Under  bis  condu&»  the  things^  that  feem  the  mofi 
agoing  us  ||,  aaaj  pcove  the  very  means  of  our  ddivera&oe  • 
^m&  the  fierceft  i^orms  driye  die  ibip  with  more  f^wed  into  a 
ftfe  harbour*.  Therefore  fay  to  them  that  are  of  afearfii 
heart f  fie  Jirong^  fear  not :  behold  yow  God  will  come  with  a 
recompence  ;  he  will  come  and  fave  yon  ^.  All  who  are  pe- 
netrated with  thefe  truths^  though  timoroiis  natnrallj,  and 
while  the  danger  is  diftant,  ihall,  when  it  draws  near^  ont  of 
weaknefs  be  madeflrongy  and  wan  vahant  in  fight  ** :  not  with 
a  tumultuous  and  trantitory  animal  courage^  but  a  cafan  aad 
Hedfaft  refolutipn,  keeping^  as  the  apoiUe  ezprefics  it,  their 
hearts  and  minds^  quieting  their  pa^ifionS|  fixing  their  judg* 
mcutSy  and  by  con&quen^  determing  their  behaviour.  Hie 
feafonings  pf  fuch  perfona  wijl  be  thofe  of  the  pfalmift :  God 
is  onr  hope  andjirengthy  a  very  prefetU  help  ii^  tronhU*  TIflv. 
fore  will  wc  not  fear ^,  though  the  earth  bt  moved^  and  thongh 
the  hills  be  carried  into  the  midft  cfthefoa  {  though  the  waters 
T^ge  andfwell^  and  thotfgh  the  mduntains  fbake  of  the  tempe/l 
of  the  Jame^  The  rivers  of  the  flood  thereof  Jhall  maJte  gb4 
the  city  of  God,  the  holy  place  of  tht  tabernacle  of  the  Mq/I 
'High.  Cod  is  in  the  mid/l  ofhcr^  therefi^eJhcMfbt n/otbt 
removed  I  God  fiaU  help  her,  and  tba$.  right  Mr ly.  92« 
nations  make  much  ado,  an4  the  iingdoau  are  moved:  bat 
God  Jbeweth  his  voice^  and  tbe  earth  fhaHnuh  away.  7%c 
Lord  of  hofls  is  with  us^  the  God  of  Jacob  is  oar  refuge^^ 
Thefe  are  the  grounds,  and  there  cannot  be  ftronger, 
on  which  a  good  perfon,  unlefs  he  is  wanting  to  himfeif, 
will  not  be  afraid  6f  any  evil  tidings  :  for  his  heart  fianitth 
fajl,  and  believeth  in  the  Lord  tt^  Nay,  were  it  not  the  pica- 
fare  of  God  to  deliver  his  people  from  their  enemies,  even  ia 
that  cafe,  they  would  be  enabled  to  fuffir  according  to  hisvnU^ 
^nd  commit  the  ieeping  of  their  fouls  to  him  in  well-doings  ox 
unto  a  faithful  Creator  fj^ 

But 

•  X  Sam.  xrr.  6»  f  Pikl.  1. 15.  |  }ob  v.  xa» 
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But  tbeQ  we  muft  ever  obferve^  bj  whofe  means  alone  tbis 
unconquerable  firmnefs,  tbis  inconceivable  ferenitj,  is  Xo  be 
acquired.  Itbe  peace  of  Godjball  hep  your  hearti  and  minds, 
through  Cbri/i  ^efas^  For  as,  without  faith  in  religion^  per- 
fons  verj  often  have  no  refuge  at  aU  in  the  ftormt  and  trou* 
Ues  that  overtake  them  \  fo,  without,  faith  in  the  Chriftiaa 
religion,  thej  are  liable  ftill  (o  moft  uneafj  and  diiheartening 
fuftuBtions;  from  doubts,  how  far  providence  extends; 
doubts  of  the^  own  title  to  fbrgivenefs  and  favQuri  doubts  of 
i  the  exiftence  and  duration  of  a  future  reward ;  to  a}l  which 
the  gofpel  hath  put  the  happieft  end;  informing  mankind 
with  certaixitj  of  everj  thing  that  could  induce  them  to  aft 
right  with  cheerful  perfeverance ;  and  confirming  the  higheft 
expedations^  which  the j can  poffiblj  entertain,  by  that  equally 
convincing  and  afiefting  argument :  He  that  /pared  not  his 
own  Son^  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  ally  howJhaU  he  not  with 
him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  *  ?  Thus  then  we  have  hope, ' 
as  an  anchor  of  the  foul.  Jure  andflf^qfty  and  which  entereth 
into  that  within  the  veil;  lays  hold  on  the  propoifed  ftatc  of 
invifible  glory,  whither  tie  forerunner  is  entered  for  us^,  to  tak? 
polTei&on  already  in  our  name,  even  ^e/us  f  :  whole  gracious 
words  to  his  difciples  >ve  ought  to  have  conftantly  prefent  to 
our  thoughts,  when  clouds  arife  aiKd  darken  our  profpeft, 
bang  oyer  our  heads,  and  iieem  ready  to  ^urft  upon  us.  iTbe/e 
things  have  I/poken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have  peace* 
Im  the  world  ye  fball  have  tribulation  :  but  be  of  good  cheer  : 
I  have  overcome  the  world  J.  feace  I  leave  with  you :  my 
peace  I  give  uttto  you :  let  not  your  htart  be  troubkdy  neifbefc 
Jet  it  be  afraid  J^ 

*  Rom.  vili.  3qu  f  Heb.  vi.  19,  ao. 
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pN  Merciful  Deliverance   from  Imminent    Dangers, 
AND  THE  Duty  of  Gratitude  to  God  on  account  o| 

THEM. 
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JB^t  we  had  the  ftntence  of  death  in  ourfelves^  that  wejbouli 
not  trujl  in  ourf elves y  hut  in  God  which  raifeth  the  dead : 

Who  delivered  us  from  fo  great  a  death,  and  doth  deliver  ;  u| 
whom  we  trttfi^  that  he  will  yet  deliver  us^ 

/^UR  gracious  fovereign  haying  appointed^  of  his  own  mere 
motion  and  perfonal  piety,  a  folemn  acknowledgment  to 
heaven,  for  our  late  viftory  over  the  rebels,  to  be  inferted  in 
the  prayers  of  this  day,  permit  me,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  be 
a  helper  of  your  joy  *  on  ^hat  happy  occafion.  And  may  God 
efFeftually  difpofe  us  all  to  rejoice  before  him  f  in  fo  wife  and 
religious  a  manner,  as  may  lay  a  fure  foundation  for  his  rr* 
joicing  over  us  to  djo  us  good  %  ;  for  his  going  qn  to  comfort  us 
again  J  after  the  time  that  he  hath  affiiBed  us^  the  years  wherein 
we  have  fuffered  adverjity  \. 

I  hopd  it  may  promote  this  blefled  end,  if  we  confider  our 
condition  in  the  fame  views  in  which  the  text  places  before 
us  that  of  the  apoftle  St.  Paul,  comprehending  an  account, 

I.  Of  his  danger:  A  great  death  ^  of  which  he  had  the  fttt" 
fence  within  himfelf 

♦  Verfe  04.        \  Dcut.  xii.  X:^.        \  Jcy.  mii.  41.        S  ^^^  ?c»  'i* 
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'II.  Of  bis  defender  from  it :  God^  vibo  bad  deliver ei^  emd 
^Jlill  deliver  binn 

IIL  Of  the  reafo&6  fbi:  whieh  he  was  firft  permitted  to  fall 
into  this  danger,  then  brought  out  of  it :  j^t  be  mijgbt  not 
trujl  in  bimfeljs  hut  might  trufi  in  God^  wbici  raijitb  the  dead: 
as  accordingly  he  declares  he  doth^  for  deliverances  jet  fn* 
tare,  ^ 

L  His  danger  !  A  great  deaths,  ofvobicb  be  bad  tbefentence 
yritbin  bimfelf.  Death  being  the  extremity  of  temporal  fuf- 
feringSy  in,  the  Hebrew  idiom^  which  exprefles  everjr  thing 
ftronglj,  fignifies  any  very  dreadful  evil  or  hazard.  Thus 
Pbaroab,  on  the  plague  of  locufts>  begs  o£Mq/es  :  Entreat  the 
Lard  your  God^  that  be  may  take  away  from  me  this  death 
9nlf  *•  But  more  efpecially  hazard  of  life  goes  under  that 
name.  Whence  David  fpeaks  of  himfelf,  as  counted  with 
tbem  that  go  down  into  the  fit ;  free  among  the  dead.  Hie  the 
fitdn  that  lie  in  the  grave  j-.  Now  St.  Paul^  to  ufe  his  own 
phrafe  towards  the  latter  end  of  this  epiille^  had  been  in  deaths 
tftenX*  And  therefore  the  term,  fo  great  a  death,  muft  de- 
note, that  on  the  occafion,  to  which  he  refers,  his  peril  was 
inuninent,  peculiarly  terrible,  and,  humanely  fpeaking,  un- 
avoidable. His  own  words  are,  vie'  were  preffed  out  of  mea^ 
fure,  above  Jtrength^  infomucb  that  we  d^paired  even  of  life  j. 
Farther  particulars  cannot  now  be  difcovered,  excepting  one, 
which  he  adds^  of  fmall  confequence  to  us,  that  this  trouble 
came  to  him  in  .^^fti.  But,  by  his  manner  of  notifying  it, 
and  the  warmth  of  his  defcription,  it  muft  have  been  recent^ 
iince  he  wrot^  the  former  epiftle. 

How  lately  we  have  been  in  like  diftrefs  you  all  know. 
How  great  a  death  we  muft  have  fuffered,  had  our  enemies 
prevailed ;  how  total  a  deftrudion  of  every  thing  valuable  to 
us  on  earth,  that  can  be  deftroyed  by  man ;  I  endeavoured  to 
fliew  you  at  the  very  beginning  of  their  attempt ;  and  the 
whole  body  of  the  nation,  God  be  thanked,  have  exprefTed  the 
ftrongeft^deteftation  of  it.  May  neither  the  horror  of  the  im* 
pending  ruin,  nor  the,  frightful  probability  there  was  of  its 
overwhelming  us,  ever  be  forgot  \  Recoiled,  I  entreat  you^ 
what  your  fucceiBve  apprekenlions  have  been  for  many  montlis  ' 

X  x  a  paft  ;  ^ 

•  Esod,  j^  x;.        t  Pfal kxxviii. 4i 5-        \  C^ap.  xi^aj.        $  Vcr.  8. 
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paft  \  on  the  carljr  and  entire^  and  eafy  (kfeat  of  our  forces  \j 
the  rebels ;  on  the  defencelefs  condition  in  which  the  iilnd 
then  was ;  on  their  ptiBng  afterwards  unhait  bj  two  anaio 
{K>ftdd  to  iateh;ept  them,  and  approaching  towards  diii  c8pi« 
tal ;  on  the  profpeft  of  powerful  affiftance  to-  them  from 
abroad ;  on  the  crediUe^  though  happilj  falfe,  intdligence  of 
our  being  adually  invaded  ;  on  the  fafe  retreat  of  our  domcf- 
tic  enemies  into  the  north,  to  join,  as  it  was  affirmed  and  be- 
lieved, with  foreign  fuccours  there  y  on  our  fecond  difoj^int- 
ment  in  battle,  a  fatal  one  it  might  have  proved ;  on  the  con- 
tinual dangers,  to  which  that  heroic  prinee  was  expofed,  whofe 
prefence  andcondud,  and  courage  and  adivitj,  were  fe  cfiec- 
tiallj  neceflarj  for  animating  our  difpMted  troops ;  on  die 
teaflembUng  and  fucce&s  of  our  foes,  after  a  feenoLing  defpoo- 
dencj  and  difperfion ;  on  the  largenefs  of  their  numbers,  the 
iuivantages  of  their  fituation ;  and  laftlj,  on  the  ftrong  report 
of  what  was  but  too  poffible,  a  complete  viftory  obtained  bj 
them,  when  indeed  one  had  been  obtained  over  them,  of 
which  we  were  ignorant #  Had  we  not  often,  during  dii^ 
period,  the  fentence  •/  death  within  ourfihes  /  Were  we 
Bot  troubled  on  eHeryJide  ;  wit  boat  were  ^gh  tings,  within  were 
fears  *  ;  mens  hearts  failing  them  for  fear,  andfw  loohitg  af- 
ter tbofe  things  which  were  coming  on  the  earth  t  ?  And  had 
-  We  been  alked,  at  ibme  junftures  efpecially,  as  the  prophet 
Was,  in  language  akin  to  that  of  the  text.  Can  thefe  dry  tones 
live  ?  Can  this  exhaufted  nation  rife  up  again,  and  fhake  off 
the  prcfiures,  from  every  quarter,  under  which  it  laboan  ? 
What  other  reply,  at  beft,  could  we  ha^e  made  than  his  ?  0 
Lord  Gody  thou  hnoweft  J,  For  furely  the  wifeft  of  men  did 
not  know ;  nor  ebnld  the  braveft  anfwer  for  the  event,  after 
jt  had  been  fo  frequently  contrary  to  what  we  thought  the 
mcjti  rational  expectations.  Of  this  only  there  was  ccrtaintj, 
that  we  had  theloudeft  call  t-o  adopt  the  pfalmift^s  prayer:  0  . 
Gody  thou  bajl  cafl  us  off,  andfcattertd  us  ;  thou  haft  alfo  hten 
iifpleajed  :  0  turn  thee  unto  us  again.  iThou  ba/l  moved  tbi 
land^  and  divided  it :  heal  the  breaches  thereof  for  ifjbaieih  \* 
And  praifed  be  his  name^  that  we  can  now  add  the  words 

which  ' 
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irhich  foUow  thofe  :  T%ou  hajl  given  a  tolmforfuch  at  feat 
iliij  that  tbey  may  triumph  hecaufe  of  thy  truth*. 

And  we  liave  accordingly  triumphed  in  this  comfortable 
cameft  of  profperity,  returning  to  us  after  fo  long  an  abfenoe^ 
widi  %  joy  as  cordial  and  univerfal  as  perhaps  this  nation 
cTer  exprefikd.  May  both  our  friends  and  our  enemies  knoo^ 
it,  and  draw  the  natural  conclufions  from  it,  to  the  encoa* 
tagement  of  the  former,  the  difmay  of  the  latter  !  But  then, 
if  we  triumph  only  for  the  fafety  of  our  perfons  and  proper* 
ticf,  and  not  hecaufe  of  God* s  truths  and  pure  religion  j  if  we 
rejoice,  and  overlook  the  author  of  our  joy,  the  giver  of  aU 
ffiffory,  we  {hall  fall  inexcufably  ihort  of  our  duty,  and  the 
example  fet  us  by  the  apoftle  \  who  fubjoins  immediately  to 
his  account  of  the  danger  which  he  had  efcaped^ 

ir.  A  thankful  mention  of  his  defender  from  it :  God  ujho 
had  delivered,  and  didjlill  deliver  him. 

It  is  evidently  both  as  eafy  for  the  Supreme  Being,  and.  &s 
worthy  of  him,  to  govern  the  univerfe,  as  to  create  it.  In* 
.deed  the  only  purpofe  for  which  divine  wifdom  could  create 
h,  muft  be  to  condufi  every  part  of  it  to  a  right  end :  and 
the  fmalleft  parts  are  no  more  beneath  his  attentibn  than  the 
greatcft  •,  for  he  is  infinitely  above  all.  What  reafon  thus 
teaches,  holy  fcripture  confirms,  with  important  additions  ; 
informing  us,  that  a  future  day  is  appointed  for  the  full  and 
final  difplay  of  his  juftice  and  goodnefs  towards  the  children 
of  men  ;  but  that,  in  the  mean  time,  his  providence  is  a&ive, 
fo  far  as  the  conftitution  of  things  eftabliflied  by  him  per<> 
mits ;  and  not  the  leaft  occurrence  comes  to  pafs,  without 
the  foperintending  care  of  our  Father  which  is  in  heaven  f  • 
We  are  often  indeed  ignorant  by  what  means  he  ads  ;  for  h& 
Is'  able  to  in^uence,  unperceived,  not  only  the  courfe  of  ina^ 
nimate  nature,  but  the  minds  of  rational  agents,  and  to  pro* 
dace  the  grelteft  events  from  the  (lighteft  occafions.  We  are 
often  equally  ignorant  of  his  views  in  ading ;  for  we  know 
hut  in  part  %  i  whereas  a/l  things  are  naked  and  open  to  the 
eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do^*  The  imperfe&ion 
of  out  difcommenty  therefore,  muft  be  no  hindrance  to  our 
£uth ;  but  our,  plain  duty  is  to  reverence  implicitly  ihofo 

.proceedings 
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l^roceedings  of  his,  the  manner  and  grounds  of  which  are  bid 
from  us ;  as  well  ^  to  paj  him  more  particular  acknowledge- 
ments on  account  of  fucH  as  we  underftand* 

For  in  many  cafes  the  hand  of  God  is.  clearljr  vifible  ;  but 
nowhere  more  than  in  the  corre&ion,  and  yet  prefervation  of 
fiates  profcjjing  bis  holy  and  eternal  truth  *  ;  as  indeed  there 

'  cannot  be  on  earth  fitter  objeds  of  hi»  righteous  providence; 
Thus  in  all  ages  he  hath  watched  over  his  church.  TTius 
more  efpecially  he  hath  treated  this  church  and  land  ever 
fince  the  reformation  :  vifiting  our  offences  with  the  rod^  aud 
our  Jin  wifh  fcoutges  ;  nevertbelefs  his  loving  kindnefs  hath  h% 
not  utterly  taken  from  us^  nor  fuffered  bis  truth  to  fqil\. 
Many  a  time  have  they  fought  againft  me  from  my  youth  up^ 
may  Ifrael  now  fay  ;  ^ea^  many  a  time  have  they  affUBed  me 
from  my  youth  up^  put  they  have  not  prevailed  againft  me. 
72^  ploughers  have  ploughed  upon  my  back^  and  made  long 
furrows  :  hut  the  righteous  Lord  hath  hewn  the  fnares  of  the 
ungodly  in  pieces  J.  And  furely  in  the  troubles  which  we 
have  undergone  of  late^  a  pious  and  thoughtful  mind  may 

'  trace  evident  footfteps  of  divine  interpofiition*     Why  elfe,  on: 
ihe  one  hand,  did  our  enemies  incrcafe,  prevail,  and  efcapc  fo 
furprifingly,  for  fo  long  together  ?    Why,  on  the  other,  did 
they  fo  unaccountably  mifs  the  faircfi  and  moft  palpable  op- 
portunities of  undoing  us  effe&ually;  neither  purfuing  at 
home  the  advantages  they  had  gained,*  nor  procuring  the  fuc- 
cours  which  their  friends  abroad  in  all  prudence  ought  to 
have  fent  them  ?    And  why,  laftly,  have  they  allowed  us  td 
obtain  fo  decifive  a  viftory,  in  a  few  moments,  at  the  expence 
of  fo  little  blood  loft  on  our  fide  (would  God  their  own,  poor 
deluded  wretches,  could  have  been  fpared),  when  both  from 
the  encouragement  of  their  preceding  fuccefles,  and  the  nc- 
ceflity  of  exerting  themfelves  to  the  utmoik  in  this  crifis  of 
their  fate,  a  very  obftinate  engagement  was  to  have  been  ex- 
peded  ?   Whence  have  thefe  things  happened  thus,  but  that 
God  rulcth  in  the  kingdom  of  men  \\  ?    V^e  Lord  maieth  the 
diivices  of  the  people  to  be  of  none  effeQ^  and  cqfteth  out  the 
counfels  of  princes.     But  the  counfel  of  the  Lord  Jball  endure 
7  f^^ 
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Jor  ever^  and  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  from  generation  to  ge-r 
Miration.  Blefftd  are  the  people  wbofe  God  is  the  Lord  yebo^ 
vab ;  and  bkjfed  are  the  folk  that  he  hath  chofen  to  be  his  in^ 
htritance** 

Let  us  learn,  therefore,  and  acknowledge,  for  it  is  a  verj 
kd  fign  if  we  are  unwilling,  that  both  our  dangers  and  our 
deliverances  are  from  above.  This  will  in  no  degree  JefTen 
the  guilt  of  our  enemies  ;  for  they  were  proippted  by  their 
own  wickedneCs  unjuftly  to  attempt  what  Heaven,  fdr  our 
wickednefs,  might  juftly  have  permitted.  Nor  can  it  ever 
tc  a  plea  for  yielding  tamely  to  thoir  enterprifes,  that  God 
makes  life  of  them  to  ferve  his  purpofes.  We  know  not  the 
extent  of  thofe  purpofes  ;  ^hich  he  will  certaiidy  execute,  as 
far  as  they  extend ;  and  are  therefore  to  do  our  evident  duty. 
If  he  fufiers  our  adverfaries  to  attack  our  moft  valuable  rights, 
he  both  empowers  and  commands  us  to  defend  them ;  and 
Aey  who  confider  themfelves  as  his  inftruments  for  this  end, 
vnH  aft  with  unfpeakably  more  faithfiilnefs  and  zeal  than 
iiich  as  are  induced  by  worldly  motives  alotie ;  which  fre-. 
(jucndy  other  worldly  motives,  and  fometimes  v^xy  trifling 
ones,  may  outweigh  ;  whereas  there  is  no  counterbalance  to 
a  principle  of  confcience«  Nor  doth  it  in  the  leaft  detrad 
from  the  merit  of  our  foldiers  and  commanders,  that  the  faU 
vation  of  the  righteous  cometh  of  the  lord,  who  a/fo  is  their 
Jlrength  in  the  time  of  trouble  \.  Every  pre-eminence  is  more 
eftimable  for  being  bis  gift ;  every  great  a£lion  for  being 
done  by  his  guidance :  and  the  higheli  of  thofe  who  have 
wrought  this  deliverance  for  us,  arp  furely  the  moft  deeply 
fenfible,  that  the  noblefl:  of  their  diftin&ions  is  being  employ*, 
ed  by  their  Maker,  and  fellow-workcrs  with  him,  for  the 
fnpport  of  genuine  religion,  virtuous  liberty,  and  public  hap- 
pinefs.  This  way^  of  thinking  will  infpire  the  moft  compofed 
moderation,  along  with  the  moft  undaunted  bravery;  and 
whoever  makes  it  the  bafis  of  his  conduft,  will  be  entitled  to 
all  demonftrations  of  refpefi  from  men,  and  yet  abundantly 
contented  with  the  honour  that  cometh  from  God  only  %* 

Every  thing  that  befalls  us,  therefore,  adverfe  or  profper- 
fus,  let  us  look  on  it  as  proceeding  from  the  juft  and  good 

pleafurc 

}  Pr«  znuU.  xo^  IX,  i».  t  ^f'  xzxvU.  49.  }  John  v.  4^, 


^$%  04  M^rci/ui  l)eKverim€        5er.  CXXII, 

plaafure  of  our  beaveiily  Father ;  humble  oarfdves  hefon 
bim  in  all  our  afBiAions ;  and,  which  is  our  prefem  ooncen, 
be  thankful  to  him  in  all  our  rejoicings.  If  the  Lord  hm-^ 
Jelfhad  not  been  on  our  fide ^  let  Ifrael  now  fay  ^  if  the  Lwi 
^  himfelfhad  not  been  on  our  fide^  when  men  rofe  up  agoing  w, 
$hey  badfwaUowed  us  up  quick ^  when  they  were  fo  wraihfvUy 
difplcafed  at  u*  y  yea^  the  watere  had  drowned  w, — the  dn^ 
waters  of  the  proud  had  gone  over  our  foul.  But  praifti  ir 
the  Lttrdy  who  hath  not  given  us  ovtr  fyr  a  prey  unt^tbek 
ieetb  *.  This  is  the  language  that  ^ezprefles  the  truth  oi<m 
cafe ;  and  it  is  of  infinite  importance  tha(  we  own  itunani* 
xnouily.  For  the  Soyereiga  difpofer  of  the  Uaiverfe  will  atl* 
ther  be  denied  nor  forgot,  without  viadicaUng  the  glory  of 
his  name :  and  he  hath  long  ago  pronoi^oped  the  feutesoe; 
Itiey  regard  not  in  their  mind  the  worts  of  the  Lordf  nor  the 
fiperafion  of  hit  bands  ;  therefore  Jball  he  ireah  them  davm^ 
and  not  build  them  up  f  •  But  the  duty  and  the  aecelltty  of 
fuch  regard  will  more  diftinAly  appear,  by  coafidering 

III.  The  reafons  for  which  the  apoftle  was  firfi  brongbt 
iato  danger,  then  brought  out  of  it :  that  h^  might  learn  by 
the  former  «ot  to  trt{fi  in  himfelf^  aud  by  the  latter  to  tmjl  iji 
Gody  -which  rai/kth  $be  dead* 

Now,  if  there  ^as  need  of  improTxag  St.  Paul  lu  this  Icf. 
ion,  much  more  i^  there  of  teaching  it  otherSf  And  never^ 
perhaps,  was  amy  Bati<Mi,  at  leaft  which  made  profeiHon  of 
faith  in  Chrift,  fo  deplorably  inattentive  to  it  as  ours.  Our 
wealthy  our  fleets,  our  valour,  have  beeni,  for  many  years 
pad,  till  Very  lately,  oiur  continual  boaft.  And  in  vain  had 
the  fcripture  forewarned  us :  Curfed  is  he  that  trufieth  im 
man^  and  makethfUfb  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  departethfrom 
the  Lord  %.  How  then  jfhould  God  convince  us  of  fo  pcrai- 
clous  an  error  ;  and  ihew  us,  that  we  were  not  fufficicnt  of 
purfelves  ?  By  the  very  method  which  he  hath  taken.  Et 
hid  hisfac^y  and  we,  were  troubled  || :  Storms  rofe  vound  as  9 
and  the  mod  dangerous,  where  we  thought  there  was  nochiag 
to  produce  any :  our  navy  produced  no  prote&ion  ;  our  va» 
lour  funk  into  panic  terrors  ;  our  riches  were  on  the  point  ^ 
tnaiing  themf elves  wings  ^  and  flying  aiway  If  i  a  general  bank- 
'  mptcy 
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rixptcy.thrcafencd  Ui  ;  and  what  the  lings  of  the  earth,  0tid 
oU  the  Mahitants  of  the  world  would  not  have  believed,  the 
hioerfary  and  the  enemy  were  near  entering  into  the  gates  of 
Jermfale^  *.  Wh6  could  poffibly  have  apprehended,  that?  the 
landing  of  fix  or  feVen  men  Ihotild  have  put  this  great  nation 
mto  fnch  ix)nf ailion  ?  Who  could  evet  h4ve  'conceived,  that 
the  difttirbers  of  oiir  peUce  fhould  have  multiplied  and  con- 
qnerU  a&  they  did  $  Ihould  have  advanced  ahd  retfeated,  and' 
ranged  at  will  through  our  land,  with  To  petfed  Security,  for 
fo  long  a  time  ^  And  what  is  all  this,  hut  a  call  from  God  to 
know  ourfelves,  tod  abafe  6ur  ^ridit  before  him ;  a  pra&ical 
declaration-,  that  no  JUJbfball  glory  in  his  prejence  f  ? 

But  neieeilaty  as  this  inftru&ion  is,  yet  finjgly  it  is  not 
enoiligh.  When  irreligidus  perTons  have  fbtmd  by  experience, 
that  they  cannot  rely  on  their  own  ftrength,  they  have  no 
bAit  left  to  riely  on  ;  ind  To  are  tempted  to  despair  in  their 
inin^,  to  fail  in  their  duty,  to  feek  refuge  in  cowardly  and 
treacherous  artifices  for  their  bwii  pr^fervation^  But  very 
diiferent  ztt  the  fentiments  of  the  pious  man's  heart.  Let 
ever  fo  Unezpeded  calamities  happen^  let  eVer  fo  alarming 
dangers  approach^  'with  ever  fo  Httle  appearance  of  furmount- 
ing  them^  ftill  h6  knows,  that  nbthing  can  be  fo  dangerous, 
is  to  defert  the  poft  in  which  God  hath  placed  him  ;  and  that 
ie  who  is  faithful  unib  deaths  Jball  receive  a  crown  of  life  %• 
At  the  fame  iuRant^  therefore^  that  he  faith,  Tl^ere  be  many 
that  fight  againjl  me^  O  thou  Mofl  Highefl^  he  is  enabled  to 
lay  alfa,  m^erthelefsy  though  I  am  fometime  afraid,  yet  put  I 
titj  trif/i  di  thee  |j.  And  this  is  the  fpirit  which  God  intends 
to  excitey  by  fending,  after  extreme  perils,  remarkable  and 
fndden  deliverances.  From  thefe  it  is  natural  to  learn  faith 
in  him  fhat  raifes  the  dead,  that  refiores  from  the'moft  help- 
lefs  cdndition  ;  and  fince  he  hath  delivered,  to  form  reviving 
hopes  that  he  ioiU  yet  deliver  ;  which  we  may  and  olight  to 
do  now.  H^  hath  given  us  a  vi Aory  fpeedier,  cheaper,  com* 
plcter,  than  ^t  could  even  have  flattered  ourfelves  with.  He 
liath  givtett  it  by  the  means  of  a  young  prince,  whofe  confeiT-. 
td  abilities^  vigilant  attention,  unwearied  diligence,  and  in« 
trepid  fiimnefs,  on  all  occafions,  as  wdl  as  his  wonderful  fuc- 
VoL.llL  Yy  cefs 
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cefs  on  the  pr^fent^  afford  us  the  jufteft  ground  of  petfuafion, 
that  he  is  chofen  bj  providence  for  the  fervice  and  fupport  of 
his  f:  ther^  his  familj^  his  country.  And  the  fame  God,  whcr 
hath  bjgun  to  Jbew  bis  mighty  hand*,  can«  with  the  lame 
eafcy'accomplifh  his  good  work^  and  bring  it  to  perfedion. 

But  then^  alas  .'  what  avails  it  that  he  can,  unleis  we  have 
caufe  to  truft  that  he  will  ?  And  whence  fball  we  have  diis? 
Thankfiillnefs  for  paft  mercies  undoubtedly  is  the  way  to  &« 
cure  future.  And  juft  now  we  feem  in  earneft  thank  fiiL  Bat 
if  our  gratitude  prove  to  be  fuperficial  and  (hort-lived»  like 
that  of ,  the  y/wi  ;  Tiey  fang  praife  unto  him:  hut  within  a 
Nubile  they  forgot  his  woris^  they  would  not  abide  his  counfeli. 
what  can*  we  expeft  elfe,  than  judgments  like  theirs  ?  Tien 
he  lift  up  his  hand  again/l  them,  to  overthrow  them  f.  Ou£ 
ftate,  though  vaftly  altered  for  the  better,  is  ftill  a  very  uo- 
defirable,  indeed  a  very  melancholy  one.  Our  burthens  are 
Unavoidably  augmenting,  and  our  ftrength  wafting.  Foreign 
£}rce  may  foon  renew  our  inteftine .  commotions  ;  or  even, 
ivithout  their  intervention,  fubje£l  us  all  diredly  to  itfeifL 
The  failures  of  our  friends  give  us,  year  after  year,  new  rea^ 
fon  to  fay  with  the  pfalmift :  0  be  thou  our  help  in  trouble  ,- 
for  vain  is  the  help  of  man  %.  Fut  not  your  trufi  in  princes, 
nor  in  any  child  of  man  ,•  for  there  is  no  help  in  them.  Blejei 
is  he,  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  and  whofe  hope 
is  in  the  Lord  his  Godi.  But  we  cannot  hope  for  the  coDti« 
nuance  of  his  protedion,  unlefs  we  anfwer  the  inte&tion  of 
it ;  Which  the  nature  of  the  thing,  as  well  as  holy  writ,  a£- 
fures  us  is,  that  being  delivered  out  of  the  hands  of  our  enemies, 
we  may  ferve  him  without  fear)\.  It  h  not  then,  that  we  may 
fin  againft  him  without  fear :  that  we  return  fecurely  to  the 
follies  and  vices^  the  impiety  aud  profaneneis,  from  which  we 
abd^ned,  while  his  hand  lay  heavy  upon  us.  Then  we  pro- 
felTed  to  obferve  days  of  fafting  and  prayer.  And  what  was 
the  language  of  them  ?  ''  Spare  us,  good  Lord,  that  we  may 
"  fafely  go  on  to  be  as  t>ad  as  we  have  been,  and  worfe  ?- ' 
Surely  not.  Some  indeed  ezprefled,  even  in  the  midft  of 
danger^  an  open  fcotn  of  them :  others  were  evidently  kept 

from 
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from  it  by  mere  outward  d^c^ncy.  Many  howcrer  were 
awakened,  fpoke  and  thought  ferloufly^  refolvcd  well,  prayed 
heartily.  But  are  they  not  moft  of  them  already,  or  fliall  we 
not  find  them  feon^  relapfed  again  into  their  own  neglefi  ? 
For  fach  hath  always  been  the  courfe  of  human  nature,  uo« 
lefs  carefully  reftrained  by  confcientious  vigilance^  Whtn  he 
JUw  fbemf  tbey  fought  him^  and  turned  them  early ^  and  in^ 
fuired  after  God ;  and  they  remembered  that  God  was  their 
firength,  and  the  High  God  their  Redeemer.  Neverthekfs^ 
they  did  hut  flatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  diffemhled  with 
Im  in  their  tongue.  For  their  heart  was  not  whofe  with  him  ; 
nthher  continued  they  fledfafl  in  his  covenant  *.  After  this 
feiat  of  reformation,  they  grew,  as  men  always  do,  wickeder 
than  before*  And  I  beg  you  attend  to  the  final  confequei^ce. 
When  Godfaw  thisy  he  was  wroth ^  and  took  fore  difpleafure  at 
IJraeh  He  delivered  their  power  into  captivity  ;  and  their 
beauty  into  the  enemy* s  hand\. 

If  therefore  it  be  a&ed,  what  we  ihall  do  to  fliew  our 
thankfiilnefs  acceptably,  the  anfwer  is  plain :  Walk  in  all  the 
etmmamdments  and^  ordinances  of  the  Xord  blamelefs  % ;  but 
praftife  thofe  with  more  efpecial  zeal,  which  either  our  cir« 
comftances  particularly  require,  or  our  hearts  tell  us  we  have 
particularly  tranfgrefled. 

Common  prudence  is  one  part  of  our  duty,  which  we  have 
onaecountably  flighted.  We  have  encreafed  amufement  and 
gaieties  to  a  degree  unexampled,  juft  when  providence  hath 
called  ua  moft  loudly  to  thoughtful  cotifideration.  Vft  have 
encreafed  expenfivenefs  to  an  equal  degree,  when  perhaps  our 
own  fortunes,  but  certainly  thofe  of  multitudes ^  whom  our 
example  tempts,  and  often  almoft  forces  to  imitation,  are  in- 
capable of  bearing  it.  And  both  thefe  indifcretions  have  pro-, 
duced  perfonal  miferies  and  national  inconveniences  without 
number.  We  have  difregarded,  and  affea  to  difregard,  the 
care  of  our  families,  and  the  proper  bufinefs  of  our  feveral 
emjdojments,  though  fometimes  perhaps  important  ones,  not 
only  to  indulge  our  appetites,  but  to  gratify  our  caprices : 
Behaviour  in  every  rank  and  ftation,  fruitful  of  mifchief ;  but 
in  the  higher,  of  moft  4i'c^ul  and  extenfi^ve  mifchief.     Iq. 

y  y  ^  mattery 


3i$  Oik  Mercijnl  Liliveranct        Su.  CXXS. 

matters  of  Inational  concern,  we  have  followed  our  print? 
interefts,  refentments,  frien4fliip?>  inftead  of  truth,  and  right, 
and  gener^  good,  yf^  have  framed  afid  fuppprte^  ufdds 
and  hurtful  diftin&ions  and  divifipns  ;  and  been  unjufily  ve- 
hement in  mutual  reproaches,  till  our  ene^iie?  wer^  encoo- 
raged  to  fancy,  that  one  half  of  us  wa$  readj  to  join  tBenL 
We  have  vilified  o\ir  governprs,  till  w^  had  almoft  difowned 
the  bleiling^  of  governnient ;  and  it  wa$  verjr  near  being  too 
late,  that  oi^r  afii^ftipn  fo  an  eftabUfbment  on  ^hich  o^r  whole 
Jiappinefs  depends,  revived,  aft^r  an  indiffer^ce,  that  fbre- 
.boded  immediate  ruin.  Let  us  never  forgot  more  what  ve 
have  been  fo  feafonablj  convinced  of  now  \  but  always  efieem 
as  highly  pur  laws  ^d  liberties,  and  the  auguft  honfe  that 
fecures  them,  as  we  did  in  that  hour,  when  the  hazard  of 
loung  them  was  moil  ipaminent*  B]it  let  us  apiend  in  eveij 
other  point  alfo  ;  and  w|iile  there  is  jctfpac£  to  repent  *,  be- 
come a  fober-minded,  frugal,  induftrious.  honeft,  and  united 
.pepple-  Fp«  we  cannot  elfe  continue  a  free  one  ;  neither  the 
juilice  of  God,  nor  the  connexions  pf  human  aSairs  will  per? 
mit  it. 

Thefe  ^n  ^re  f|in4amental  rules  of  private  prudence. 
yfyxh  thofe  of  public  wifdom  we  have  no  concern  Jicrc,  be- 
yond two  particulars.  The  fiiil  is,  our  obligation  to  pray, 
fhat  Gqd  would  incline  thofe  who  are  in -authority  over  as, 
to  coniider  ferioufly  what  have  been  the  caufes  of  our  trou- 
bles, and  diredl  them  to  proi>er  remedies  :  would  enable  them 
to  prcferve,  both  in  puniihments  ^4  precai^tions,  die  true 
medium  between  top  great  feverity  and  too  great  indulgence  : 
would  inftrqift  them,  how  to  reconcile  all  that  wilh  well  to 
the  community ;  and  how  tp  prevent  others  from  renewing 
any  more  our  fufferings,  or  t^eir  own.  The  fecond  is,  our 
confequent  obligation  to  diftruft  our  pwn  judgment,  rather 
than  theirs,  in  matters  of  fuch  difficulty  ;  and  to  ufe  our  fiuth- 
fill  endeavours,  that  what  they  determine  may  become  cf- 
fcccnal. 

But  how  rightly  foevpr  we  are  difpofed  ;n  thefe  rcfpefts,  if 
wo  ceiktinue  to  entertain  the  fame  ^ntempt  of  religion,  vhich 
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we  have  manifrft^id  for  a  long  time  paft,  it  is  in  viuatd  /n^, 
that  Gudwiil  contimie  to  deliver  us^  Hb.w  much,  or  how 
little  forbeamnce  he  may  ezercife;  cannot  be  faid ;  but  fooner 
or  later,  exctptwenpent^wM  muft  peri/b  *•  For,  let  us  think 
of  it  or  not,  he  is  the  ruler  of  the  Wriid »  apd  he  wilt  approve 
himfelf  to  be  fochyl)/  infiiding  on  thofe,  who  flight  him,  the 
veogcanef  they  4eferve«  Indeed, :  could  we  leave  them  to 
themfelves  ;  as  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  ofwif^ 
domj-,  fo  cafting  it  off  is  the  iiilet  of  folly.  Religious  mo^ 
tives  are  the  only  ones,  that  can,  in  all  cafes,  either  prompt  to 
what  is  right,  or  reftrain  from  what  is  wrong,  with  fufficient 
force ;  and  when  this  tie  is  broken,  no  other  will  hold.  Rea* 
fon  plainly  ibews  it ;  fcripture  hath  repeatedly  foretold  it  ^ 
^he  experience  of  all  ages  confirms  it ;  and  there  is  no  room 
left  for  us  to  carry  ^e  trial  further,  without  utter  deftruAion^ 
We  have  been  finking  for  a  great  while,  in  proportion  as  we 
grew  vicious  and  profane,  tUl  at  laft  we  were  plunged  in  the 
very  depth  of  dii^refs.  Once  more,  however,  after  feeihing 
quite  rejected,  we  have  received  a  kind  encouragement.  But 
if  we  let  judgments  and  mercies  both  be  loft  upon  us,  what 
can  there  remain,  but  final  ruin  ? 

Think  then  with  yourfelves,  why  ihould  we  not  now  re« 
tatn  to  God  ?  Gratitude  is  a  generous  principle  of  aAion ; 
and  he  hath  furnifhed  us  with  an  opportunity  for  it.  Hope 
is  a  nobler  one  than  fear  alone.  And  who  can  tell,  what 
hope  there  n:iay  be  yet  for  this  nation,  would  we  but  apply 
to  our  offended  Father  with  virtuous  penitence?  He  caa 
raife  us  friends  where  we  leaft  ezpeded  it,  and  change  the 
hearts  of  our  bittereft  adverfaries.  For  be  refrainetb  tbefpim 
rit  of  princes^  and  is  wonderful  among  tbe  kings  oftbe  eartb  |, 
Wben  tbe  ways  of  a  man  pkafe  tbe  Lord,  be  maietb  even  bi^ 
enemies  to  be  at  peace  witb  bim  {.  But  if  their  enmity  conti« 
nues,  he  can  check,  he  can  break  their  jwwer  at  its  very  height  i 
mdjirengtben  tbe  bands  ||,  dired  the  counfels,  profper  the 
pdertakings  of  his  people ;  fo  that  no  man  fbaU  be  able  to 
J^and  before  tbem  %•    For  bis  is  tbe  greatnefs,  and  tbe  glory ^ 

and 
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Md  thi  ^iOoff,  and  iht  mafefiy'* :  ?br  the  Jtwgdom  u  tie 
Lord^s;  and  be  is  the  governor  am^^gft  the  nations  f.  Let  it  he 
thy  pkafurtj  0  Lord^  to  he^  us.  let  all  tbo/e  that  fiel  thee^ 
hejoyfnl  and  glad  in  thee :  andfueb  as  love  tbjfahatianfay 
ahoafp  Itbe  Lord  he  praifed  %. 


S£R« 
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(Pretched  OOober  g.  1746,  oil  the  Daj  appointed  for  a  Ge^ 
nual  Tha&kfgiving  for  %h€  fuppreiSoa  of  the  Rebdlion.) 

Ov  Thakkfulhess  for  National  Mercies  and  Deliver* 

Alices  ;  AND  THE  GREAT  DUTT  OF  A  ViRTUOUS  ObEDIEKGJE 

ON  Account  of  them. 


John  v.  14. 

AJiermard  Jefus  findeth  hini  in  the  temple^  and  f aid  unto  bim^ 
Behold^  tbou  art  made  wbole  :  Sin  no  more^  kfi  a  w^fe 
thing  come  unto  thee* 

A  FTER  fevcn  yearly  fafts,  we  have  now,  through  God's 
mercy,  before  we  have  deferred  it,  one  day  of  general 
thankfgiving  :  and  furely  our  concern  is  to  employ  it  fo  that 
we  may  hope  for  more*  Now,  there  can  be  no  wifer  or  kind-* 
er  direftion  for  this  purpofe,  than  that  of  our  Lord  in  the 
text.  He  had  juft  healed  the  perfon  to  whom  he  fpeaks,  and 
therefore  certainly  did  not  mean  to  ufe  him  harihly  in  thefe 
words,  but  indeed  to  fliew  him  ftill  greater  goodnefs  than  hes 
had  done  already,  as  much  greater  as  fpiritual  and  eternal 
welfare  is  than  temporal*  His  cure  had  been  the  heavieft  of 
his  misfortunes  to  him,  had  he  behaved  improperly  upon  it. 
But  Je/us  found  him  in  the  temple^  whither  probably  he  went 
with  a  devout  heart,  to  give  God  praile.  This  promifed  well 
concerning  him^  yet  by  no  means  rendered  a  ftrong  warning 
to  him  fuperfluous.  Pexmit  me,  therefore,  finding  yon,  and 
God  be  thanked  that  I  find  fo  many  of  you,  in  the  temple  on 
a  like  occafion,  to  treat  you  in  a  like  manner.  And  think  it 
not  ftrango,  I  befcech  you,  if  at  prefent  yon  hear  not  foleljr 
7      s  tbef 
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the  voice  of  joy,  though  never  was  a  jufter  occafion  for  it^ 
but  aive  exhorted,  even  ndw,  tofenfg  the  Lord  in  /koTy  and 
rejoice  unto  bim  with  reverence  *.^  I  hope  manj'  teachers  of 
his  word  will  dwell  this  daj  on  the  fame  (ubjed ;  for  tUl^  ad^ 
vice  here  given  bj  our  gracious  Mafter^  comprehends  every 
thing  that  our  condition  i-eqtdres.  '    '  * 

I.  A  thankful  fenfe  of  the  bkfling  ^hicH  We  hive  t6beart£ 
Beboidy  thou  art  made  whole. 

II.  A  firm  refolutlon  of  Virtuous  obedience  in  return  for  it; 
Sin  no  more. 

lit.  A  priideiit  confideration  of  the  danger  of  behavm^ 
otherwife.     Lejl  a  worfe  thing  come  unlo  ihee. 

I.  A  thankful  fenfe  of  the  blel&ng  which  we  have  ireoeived: 
Behold^  thou  art  made  whole. 

At  this  time  laft  jear,  and  for  manj  months  after,  we  hiA 
a  very  affliAing  fenfe  of  the  judgments  that  threatened  os ; 
the  whole  nation  had  it,  and  with  the  utmoft  caufe.  Our  re- 
ligion, our  liberties,  our  live^  odr  public  independence,  our 
ptivafe  properties^  were  all  at  ftikei  Our  fortes  were  feW^ 
nnfudcefsful,  and  difbeartened ;  the  rebels  Wfcte  numerous/ 
fiulhed  with  vidoty,  and  increafing.  Then,  befides  what  ap- 
peared, we  knew  not  how  much  more  evil  we  had  to  appre-- 
hend,  from  abroad  or  at  home,  from  the  fury  of  our  enemies^ 
from  the  coldnefs  of  our  friends.  l!lie  danger  too  was  no 
lefs  imminent  than  great ;  and  muil  fo6n  crufli  us,  if  not  food 
averted.  We  faw,  and  felt^  and  trembled  at  it ;  we  exerted 
burfelves  againft  it,  with  a  fpirit  never  knoWn  ^ongft  ni 
before  :  and  God  forbid  we  fhould  have  forgotten,  God  for- 
bid we  fhould  ever  forget,  the  impreffions  that  we  had  frf 
lately,  firft  of  the  terrors  impending  over  us,  then  of  the  fe- 
licity of  their  fudden  difperfion* 

It  is  true,  we  are  not  yet  perfeftly  whok.  fkr  &Qm  it. 
Heaven  knows.  But  what  Would  We  have  giVen  Oiice  for  fo 
happy  an  approach  towards  it  as  we  noW  poffefs  ?  Our  do- 
mdlic  foes  are  fallen  in  battle,  or  cut  ofTby  juftice,  or  driven 
into  other  lands,  or  abfconding  in  comers  of  their  own,  im- 
poveriflied  and  difarmed,  and  taught  by  experience  neither  to 
rely  on  themfelves  nor  their  faithlefs  allies.    Our  foldiery 

have 
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have  recovered  their  ancient  courage  and  charafter.  The 
aation  in  general  hath  united  in  adive  loyalty  ;  we  are 
kfiown  and  trailed  one  ty  another ;  known  and  dreaded  by 
onr  adverfaries,  who  had  ftrangely  miftaken  our  hiteftine  di- 
viiio&Sy  bad  as  they  were,  for  fomething  much  worfe.  Oiu* 
difiemper  is  at  leall  expelled  from  our  vitals,  and  driven  to 
the  extreme  parts,  Wxi  have  notice,  we  have  time,  to  pro- 
vide againft  a  return  of  it ;  and  poffibly  at  prefent  France 
may  be  feeling  from  us,  in  her  own  dominions,  a  fmall  fliare 
of  the  fufFcrings  which  Ihe  proje£ted  for  ours,  while  we  arc 
enjoying  m  peace  all  that  we  feared  to  lofe.  Whatever  we 
may  want,  therefore,  to  make  our  hippinefs  complete,  we 
ought  to  be  moll  deeply  fenfible,  that  our  portion  of  it  is  re- 
markably large  ;  fo  large,  that  there  i^  not  furely  a  nation 
upon  earth,  with  which  any  one  of  us,  in  the  midll  of  all  that 
we  have  to  complain  of  and  lament,  would  be  willing  on  the 
whole  to  change  conditions. 

But  then,  as  often  as  we  confider  to  how  comfortable  a  de- 
gree we  are  whole,  we  Ihould  always  recolleft  by  what  means 
we  were  made  whole.  Our  Saviour  was  not  afraid 'the  poor 
man,  whom  he  had  cured,  fliduld  forget  that  he  had  regained 
the  ufe  of  his  limbs,  but  how  l^e  had  regained  it.  And  if  he, 
who  had  been  miraculoufly  healed,  yet  had  need  of  being  re- 
minded to  whom  he  owed  his  health,  much  more  fiiould  we, 
who  have  been  faved  by  the  ordinary  methods  of  providence, 
be  careful  to  fix  it  in  our  hearts  whence  the  ineftiihable  be- 
nefit was  derived.  And  here  let  us  allow  their  full  propor- 
tion of  praife,  even  to  the  human  means  ;  to  the  juftice  and 
mildnefe  of  his  majeffy*s  government,  and  the  profpeft  of 
continued  feCurity  and  tranquillity  under -his  defccndants ; 
hlcffings  which  the  riik  of  lofing  excited  the  mof!  vigorous 
efforts  for  preferving  j  to  the  valour,  the  prudence,  the  vigi- 
lance, the  aSivity  of  his  illuftrious  fon ;  to  the  bravery  and 
indignation  thus  mfpircd  into  his' officers  and  troops  ;  to  the 
unexampled  unanimity,  zeal,  and  liberality  of  his  faithful 
fubjecls,  the  nobility,  the  gentry,  the  clergy,  the  commonalty 
of  the  realm.  Let  us  ever  acknbwledge  our  obligations  to  the 
merits  of  all  thcte.  But  ftill  let  us  remember,  that  men  are 
only  inftruments  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty.  We  have' 
owned  this  all  along  by  our  prayers  ;  let  us  own  it  fiiicerely 
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in  our  thankfglvings  alfo  ;  and  not  receivfe,  without 'fiiitable 
gratitude,  what  we  begged  with  fuch  uncommon  earneftnefs. 
It  is  juft  as  true  at  this  hour  as  it  was  tliien,  that  except  the 
Lord  keep  the  city^  the  watchman  waieth  but  in  vain*,  from 
his  difpkafure  came  our  danger,  from  his  compai&onate  good- 
nefs  our  deliverance.  l*herefore  defpife  not  either  the  chajteit- 
ings  or  the  mercies  o/th^  Almighty.  For  he  maieth  fore,  and 
hindetb  up  y  he  woundeth,  and  his  hands  make  whole  f .  It  can- 
not be  lefs  criminal  towards  God  than  men  j.it  is  uafpeakaMj 
more,  .to  aik  affiftance,  and  when  we  have  had  it,  not  acknow- 
ledge it.  He  doth  not  indeed  want  our  acknowledgments,  but 
he  hath  ftill  an  equal  right  to  them ;  and  that  he  requires 
them  not  for  his  own  fake,  but  for  ours,  is  furelj  no  reaibii 
why  we  Ihould  withhold  them; 

But  you  will  fa  J,  **  We  do  acknowledge  Gbd^s  mercy  in 
**  delivering  us,  and  will  never  deny  it."  But  if  after  a 
while  you  never  think  of  it  more,  you  might  almoft  as  well 
deny  it.  Or  if  you  think  of  it,  and  are  not  moved  by  it,  that 
is  worfb  than  forgetting  it.  Or  fuppofe  you  have  ever  ^ 
warm  a  feeling  of  his  favours,-  yet  if  you  refufe  to  make  a 
proper  return  for  them,  this  is  worft  of  all..  And  what  re^ 
turn  doth  he  demancf?  Some  hard  and  unnatural, .  or  expen- 
five  and  ruinous  fervice  ?  No  :  the  moft  reafonable  thing  in 
itfelf,  .and  the  moft  beneficial  to  us  and  our  fellow-creatures, 
that  pofTibly  can  be  :  what  the  text  exprefles,/ 

II.  A  firm  refolution  of  virtuous  obedience.  Behold,  thou 
art  made  whole  :  Jin  no  more.  God  hath  bfeen  gracious  to 
yoii  y  be  dutiful  to  him.  Sin  is  at  all  times  equally  abfurd 
and  ill-deferving.  It  is  fetting  up  our  own  perverfc  \\ill 
againft  the  authority  of  our  Maker  and  Sovereign  Lord  ;  our 
own  paflions  and  caprices  againfi  the  wifdom  of  our  heavenly 
Father;  thinking  that  we.  can  profper  in  oppofition  to  the 
Almighty  ;  or  if  not,  preferring  rebellion  and  mifery  to  fide- 
lity and  happinefs.  But  to  fin  on,  directly  in  the  face  of  dif- 
tinguifliing  mercies  juft  vouchfafed,  this  is  the  mpft  (hocking 
aggravation  of-  the  v/orft  thing  in  the  v.orld ;  a  crime  (o  hei- 
nous, that  perhaps  you  may  rcfent  being  thought  bad  enough 
to  need  a  caution  againft  it.     But  the  impotent  man,  whom. 

our 
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•our  Saviour  healed,  was  not,  that  we  know,  a  finner  \)eyond 
other^ :  and,  therefore,  could  we  of  thefe  nations  trulj  fay, 
that  we  are  not  fuch  neither,  ftill  the  caution  given  him 
woiil^  be  a  feafonable  one  to  us.  We  have  at  leaft  linned 
eooiigh  to  deferve-what  we  have  fufFere4,  which  is  more  than 
clittfe-r  And  had  we  deferved  nothing  farther,  y^t^  zs  Elihu 
remaiFks  in.  the  cafe  of  yob.  Surely  it  is  meet  to  be /aid  unto 
God,  1  have  borne  chajlifement,!  will  not  offend  any  more*,    ' 

Bu^  to  fee  how  far  fuch  advice  is  necefl'ary  for  us,  it  will 
be  requiCte  not  to  keep  in  generals,  but  defcend  -  to  particu- 
larSf  And  they  muft  be,  fuch  as  relate  to  each -of  us  in  our 
private  capacities  :  for  I  am  not  fpeakiiig  now  to  bodies  of 
men,  or  to  fingle  perfons  in  high  ftations.  May  God  beftow 
plentifully  on  all  fuch,  grace  to  confider  what  the  warning, 
fin  no  more,  dircds  them  to,  while  we  confider  what  it  directs 
us  to  I  And  I  apprehend  the  prefent  occafion  calls  upon  us  to 
avoid,  for  time  to  come,  four  kinds^  of  fin  efpecially :  to  dif- 
regard  religion  no  more  \  to  mifbehave.  towards  our  rulers  no 
more  ;  to  encourage  party-difputes  and  contentions  no  more  ; 
to  indulge  extravagant  plcafures  and  amufemcnts  no  more. 

I.  To  difregard  religion  no  more.  Perhaps  this  is  the  na* 
•tion  upon  earth  where  it  is  regarded  the  leaft  (our  neglefl:  of 
God's  worfliip  in  our  churches,  our  families,  our  clofets  ;  the 
impious  talk,  the  infidc^l  books;,  that  abound  every  where,  af- 
ford lamentable  evidence  of  it),  though  we  have  xonfeiTedly 
the  greateft  blcfiSngs  to  incline  us  to  be  religious,  and  the 
moft  rational  inftruftion  how  to  be-fg.  ^Notwithftauding  this, 
vh©  is  there  amongft  us,  of  any  age,  who  doth  not  perceive 
-how  much  commoner  and  opener  both  indifference  and  pro* 
fancncfs  are  .grcwn  within  his  own  time,  within  a  fmall  part 
of  it  ?  Who  was  there  amongft  us  lately^  of  any  thought,  that 
did  not  ftrongly  fear  we  were  become  fo  entirely  unconcprned 
about  the  matter,  that  even  Popery  would  have  liad  no  ter- 
rors for  us  ?  God  be  thanked  it  hath  proved  otherwife.  And 
permit  me  to  add^  let  them  be  thanked  alfo,  by  whofe  long 
defpifed  and  reproached  labours,  a  fpirit  of  piety  had  ft  ill  iu 
Jomc  meafure  been  kept  alive  :  and  by  whofc  earneft  and  fea- 
•/oa&ble  exhortations,  an  unexpeded  degree  of.Proteftaat  zeiil 
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was  principally  raifcd.  Do  us  the  juflice  then  to  bear  it  in 
mind,  that  you  wanted  our  help,  and  you  had  it.  The  ene- 
mies of  the  government  avowedly  hate  us  for  wlret  we  have 
done  j  if  its  friends  will  not  love  us  for  it,  our  cafe  is  hard 
ijidecd.  But,  however  you  think  of  us,  learn  at  lealt  to  think 
of  the  religion  we  profefs,  as  the  trueft  fupport,  indeed  as  aa 
pffential  part,  of  our  happy  cftablifliment.  Not  that  prefcrv- 
ing  it  for  political  purpofes  alone  will  be  at  all  fufTicient; 
they  who  aim  at  no  more,  will  come  ihort  even  of  that.  God 
will  difapppint  them,  men  will  fee  through  them,  and  infec- 
tion will  fprcad  from  hypocrify,  as  well  as  profligatcnefs, 
though  not  quite  fo  fail,  yet  till  at  length  the  whole  frame  is 
corrupted  and  deftroyed. 

You  may  plead,  that  however  profane  the  nation  may  be, 
we  are  anfwerable  each  for  hinifelf  only.  But  indeed,  fo  far 
as  our  behaviour  can  properly  influence,  we  are  anfwerable 
beyond  ourfelves.  Do  we  then  endeavour  to  difconntenancc 
irreligion,  and  encourage  ferioufnefs  in  thofe  v/ho  belong  to 
us,  in  thofc  with  whom  we  converfe  ?  Do  we,  as  our  Saviour 
hath  enjoined  us,  confefs  htm  before  men  *  ?  Or  do  we  not  oa 
many  occafions  outwardly  appear  qpjcimed  of  him^  while  .in- 
wardly our  hearts  condemn  us  for  it  ? 

But  were  we  to  anfwcr  for  curfclves  alone,  what  anf\4tr 
could  we  give  ?  We  are  as  g©od  a:s  others  perhaps.  And 
what  if  others  be  very  bad  ?  Will  that  excufc  us  from  being 
what  the  word  of  God,  and  our  own  confcienccs,  tell  us  we 
ought  to  be  ?  If  not,  are  we  indeed  fuch  ?  Is  concern  for 
.  our  future  happii^efs,  is  reverence  and  love  of  God,  the  great 
principle  within  our  breafts  ?  Do  we  really  love  him  the 
better  for  thefe  very  mercies,  for  which  we  arc  now  met  to 
praife  him  ?  We  hope  fo  perhaps.  But  what  proof  have  we 
given  of  it,  by  fcrving  him  better  fince  ?  And  if  none,  while 
the  motive  was  frefli  upon  our  minds,  what  is  to  be  expcftcd 
afterwards,  unlefs  the  prefcnt  CfiU  awaken  us,  as  heaven  grant 
it  may  ? 

2.  The  next  point  of  inilruftion  is,  to  mifbehave  towards 
pur  rulers  no  more.  The  connexion  is  infeparable,  h&r 
God  ;  honour  the  ling  f .     For  by  hi?7i  kings  reign,  and prinas 
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fviii  nobles,  and  all  the  judges  of  the  earth*.  For  which 
reafon  we  are  to  refpeft,  not  only  the  perfon  of  our  fovereign, 
bm^  to  ufe  the  apoftle's  words,  all  that  are  in  authority  f-  For 
without  a  number  of  fuch,  government  cannot  be  adminif- 
terci  Andprofeffionsof  duty  to  him,  with  unjufl  bitternefs 
againft  thofc  whom  he  intrufts,  and  caufelefs  oppoGtion  to  the 
rac^ures  they  advife,  betray  either  grofs  iniJncerity,  or  pi- 
tiable weaknefs,  or  an  impctuofity  of  temper,  that  fliould  be 
better  governed.  This  however  doth  not  rcftrain  thofc,  to 
wliofe  rank,  or  office  it  belongs,  from  ufing  the  faithful,  though 
poffibly  fomctimcs  unpleaCng,  freedom  of  giving  fuch  counfel, 
or  propofing  fuch  laws,  as  public-fpiritcd  prudence  appears  to 
direct.  Nor  doth  it  rcftrain  any  one  from  exprefEng,  in  a 
proper  manner,  his  opinion  of  whatever  public  meafures  may 
confiderably  a£fe&  him,  or  the  whole,  provided  he  hath  ground 
to  think  himfelf  a  judge  of  them.  But  it  ought  to  reftraiA 
tU  perfons  from  being- vehement,  and  judging  harflily,  where 
perhaps  they  are  unqualified  to  judge  at  all :  from  indulging 
fuch  behaviour,  fuch  language,  or  even  fi;ch  notions,  as  arc 
injurious  to  governors,  or  hurtful  to  the  ends  of  government ; 
ai  may  excite  or  cherilh  difloyalty,  or  unreafonable  diflati^- 
feftion,  or  barely  promote  unconcernedncfs  about  tbofe,  whom, 
providence  hath  fet  over  us. 

How  far  we  have  been  guilty  of  thefe  things,  it  is  much 
fitter  that  each  one  fliould  think  ferioufly  for  himfelf,  (for  it 
is  a  very  ferious  matter)  than  that  any  one  fliould  take  upon 
him  to  tell  others,  efpecially  from  this  place.  I  fliall  only 
fay  therefore,  that  every  fort  of  perfon  may  have  been  guilty ; 
feme  by  wrong  compliances,  and  abufe  of  power  and  favour ; 
feme  by  ill-founded  complaints  and  refentments  ;  all  by  dlf- 
gulfing  felfifli  views  under  plaufiblc  pretences.  But  whoever 
the  criminals  are,  the  crime  is  very  great.  Not  only  thofe 
in  authority  fuffer  by  it,  when  they  ought  not,  which  alone 
is  grievous  injaftice,  but  the  community  in  general  fufiers 
deeply  with  them.  The  wrong  things  of  this  kind,  which 
arc  faid  and  done,  give  the  ill-defigning  dreadful  advantages 
againft  their  fuperiors ;  and  hurry  the  inconfiderate,  even 
they  who  mean  well,  into  wildnefTcs  dmoft  incredible.     Nay, 
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<the  wife  and  good  are  infenfibly  cooled  and  alienated  bj  them. 
And  tliep.  is  the  junfture  for  atterapting  to  overturn  a  conili- 
-tutiou.  V/c  hav&  felt  this,  and  therefore  we  fball  be  inexcu- 
fablc,  unlefs  we  remember  it ;  remember. to  ahftainfrom  all 
^bpearance  *  of  undutifulnefs  ;  to  keep  our  tnouthi  with  a  brL 
4ley  while  the  wicked  or  the  weak  are  before  us\  -,  on  no  occa- 
sion to  expcd  more  from  our  rulers,  than  we.juftlj  may  from 
human  creatures  like  ourfclves  j  to  bear  it  patiently,  if  our 
mofl  equitable  expc6lations  are  not  always  anfwered  ;  and  ac- 
cept and  acknowledge  every  worthy  deed  ihey  dq^  and  furelj 
they  have  done  man}:,  with  all  thankfulnefs  J.  Afting  thu5, 
very  probably,  might  have  prevented  the  late  rebellion,  and 
may  prevent  another, 

3,  A  further  caution,  clofely  connected  with  the  preced- 
ing,  is,  to  encourage  party  contentions  no  more.     For  they 
always  break  in,  and  ufuallyto  a  high  degree,  be  it  ever  fa 
undefigned  at  firft,  on  the  refpeft  owing  to  our.govcri^ors.. 
Or  could  that  be  avoided,  one  fide  will  be  tempted  to  patro- 
nife,  for  the  fake  of  popularity,  what  they  know,   or  cafily 
ninight  know,  is  wrong;  to  oppdfe  what  is  ufeful,  or  even 
neceffary  j  to  conftrue  the  worthiefl  and  wlfeft  condud  un- 
fairly.; to  prefer  the  fupport  of  their  caufe  before- the .fervice 
vof  the  public  ;  to  imagine  or  pretend,  that  the  prevalence  o( 
it  v/ill  produce  every  defirable  effeft^  when  both  reafon  anH 
-experience  demonftrate,  that  little,  if  any,  good  is  like  to  fol- 
low from  it,  and  pofTibly  much  harm,     Tlie  other  fide,  in  re- 
turn, are  tempted  to  rcjcd  what  they  ought  to  forward;  to 
infift  on  what  they  ought  to- give  up  ;  to  op2)refs  their  adver- 
faries  by  fupcrior  power ;  to  accufe  them  of  being  what  they 
^re  not,  till  perhaps  they  provoke  them  into  being  what  they 
would  not  be.     And  on  both  fides  thefe  difputes  engage  mcn'i 
principal  attention,  to  the  negleft  of  their  common  welfare} 
drive  them  into  doing  bad  aSiong,   and  countenancing  bad 
perfons  ;  make  foreign  friends   afraid  to  rely  upon  us;  and 
both  foreign  and  domcftic  enemies  bold  to  enterprife  againft 
Tis.     Their  late  enterprife  was  chiefly  founded  on  pur  divi- 
sions ;  which  neither  they,  nor  indeed  we,'  could  have  ima- 
:gined  would  have  fuffered  us  to  unite  againft  them  fo  foor*, 
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and  fo  heartily,  as  we  did.  God  be  praifed,  who  inclined  our 
hearts  to  it-:  but  let  us  Jin  no  more.  Each  party  fees,  that 
the  other  have  finned ;  each  might  fee,  that  they  have  finned 
themfelves :  both  muft  fee  that  the  event  was  nearly  perni- 
cious ;  let  us  take  warning  for  the  future. 

But  It  will  be  of  fmall  advantage  not  to  oppofe  one  another^. 
if  we  aU  ajree  in  behaving  amifs  ;  arid  therefore, 

4.  Thclaft  caution. is,  to  indulge  extravagant  pleafures  and. 
2mUfempnts  no  more.     It  is  but  too  vifible,  Jiow  much,  living 
entirely  to  trifles  and  follies,  hath  encreafed  in  tile  upper  part 
of  the  world  ;  and  madnefs  for  diverfions  and  entertainments,, 
even  ia  the  middle  and  lower  ;  together  with  moft  profligate 
Intemperance  and  debauchery  in  the  loweft  of  all.     Now  vi- 
cious indulgencies  are  deftruclivc  to  our  temporal,  as  well  as 
oar  fpiritual  interefts  ;  to  the  health  and  ftrength,..that  fliould 
labour  and  defend  the  public  5  to  the  honefty  and  regularity,, 
that  fhould  fecure  private  peace  and  coriafort.     Merely  im- 
prudent gratifications,  by  devouring  time  and  mpney,  as  they 
do  beyond  imagination,  deftroy  indiiflry,  and  propagate  po- 
verty ;  which,  we  muft  be  fenfiblc,.is  making*  yearly  frightful 
advances  upon  us.     And  when  wickcdncfs  is  inftigatcd  by  ne  - 
cenity,.the  worft  of  confequences  may  juftly  be  tipprehendcd. 
ITiofe  of  mean  rank  are  then  fully  ripe  for  any  mifchief :. 
and  wliat  mifchicf  might  we  not  have  dreaded  from  them  ten 
months  ago,  had.  providence  permitted  the  rebels  to  reach  our 
capital?     Perfons  of  better  condition,  when  diftrclTcd,  will 
too  often  facrifice  every  other  confideration  to  the  urgent  ono 
offupplying  their  wants,  real  or  fancied;  prefer  their  own 
prtfent  profit,  fomctimes  a   trifling  profit,  before*  the  com- 
mon fafety ;  heighten  groundless   difcoatents,  to  take  advaii^  / 
tigc  of  them  ;  nay^  join  in   rebellion  itfelf  againft  their  con-  1 
fcicnces,  of  which  we  have  lately  had  a  moft  remarkable  ex-                           1 
ample,  and  ingenuous   confeflion  *.     May  it  prove  an  ufefiil                           | 
pxeventive  !                                                                                                                     ! 

A  further  great  evil  is,  that  immoderate  lovers  of  pleauue  j 

^ill  of  courfe  favour  the  vilcft  wretches  who  contribute  ta 
dicir  entertainment,  and  too  frequently  depreciate  the  wor-  > 
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thiefl:  cliara£lcr,  if  It  be  a  grave  one  ;  whence  proceed  incon- 
veniences v^ithoiit  number.  But  were  this  defpicable  incli- 
nation hurtfiil  no  otherwife,  it  would  be  extremely  fo,  by 
taking  ofF  the  mind  from  application  to  things  of  moment. 
Even  in  perfons  the  lead  confiderable,  indolence  and  inatteo- 
tion  to  their  proper  bufincfs,  may  have  extenfive  bad  cflTtds: 
and  when  it  grows  gentyal  among  fuch,  it  ienfibly  impove- 
riOies  and  weakens,  and  tends  to  ruin  a  nation.  But  they 
who  are  intruded  with  matters  of  importance,  may,  not  onlj 
by  a  ferics  of  negleft,  but  by  the  ill-timed  indulgence  of  an 
idle  humour  for  a  day  or  an  hour,  caufe  irretrievable  mif- 
cliicf  to  a  fociety,  that  hath  purchafed  and  depends  on  their 
Left  vigilance  and  ir.duftry  •,  v/hich  therefore  are  due  to  it, 
not  only  in  point  of  honour,  but  of  indifpenfable  moral  obli- 
gation in  the  flight  of  God. 

Thcfe,  I  apprehend,  are  the  chief  particulars  in  which  \\t 
iltould  learn,  from  being  made  whole,  to  fin  ng  niore.  And 
every  one  fhould  apply  them  to  examine  and  direft  himfelf, 
not  to  inveigh  againil  others  ;  and  remember,  that  the  utmoft 
punduality  and  zeal,  in  fbme  parts  of  his  duty,  will  not  be 
accepted  as  an  atonement  for  tranfgreffing  or  overlooking  anj 
of  the  reft. 

III.  The  laff  general  head  comprehended  in  the  advice  pt 
the  text,  is,  a  prudent  confideration  of  what  may  follow,  if 
we  difregard  it :  Sin  no  morcy  Icjl  a  Hvorfe  thing  come  ttnto 
thee.  Perhaps  we  may  think  that  nothing  worfe  can  come 
And  fo,  perhaps,  thought  the  poor  man,  to  whoiii  this  was 
faid  firft  ;  for  his  illnefs  had  been  a  vety  deplorable  one. 
Yet  our  S|iviour  gave  him  the  warning  ;  and  let  us  take  it 
alfo.  Whoever  goes  on  to  offend,  after  receiving  fignal  mcr- 
cicG,  Is  plainly  a  greater  finner  ;  and  let  him  not  doubt  but 
God  can  fend  liim  a  heavier  puniihment,  even  in  thi5  world, 
.and  make  his  lajl  Jlate  worfe  than  the  jirjl  *".  Indeed,  flioflld 
dnly  what  we  liavc  already  felt  return  upon  us,  the  tender- 
nefs  of  a  wounded  part  will  augment  both  the  fear  and  tl:e- 
pain.  And  how  little  probability  of  it  foevcr  We  difcern,  a^ 
one  dreadful  danger  hath  grown  up  out  of  nothing,  fo  may  a 
drcadfuller  of  the  fame  nature.  Oujc  fins,  if  we  amend  not, 
2^  -ftili 
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^111  etifeeble  and  divide  us  yet  more :  our  inteftine  fbes  taxf 
take  new  courage  \  our  foreign  ones  may  fiipport  them  bet-^ 
ter;  God  may  refafe  eotixtlj  to  go  forth  with  ourhofis*^ 
and  any  thing  may  have  any  eSe€t  that  he  pleafes*  Hitherto 
ve  have  Anly  been  waihed  by  the  wave^ ;  the  next  time  wtf 
may  fink  under  them ;  that  'furely  would  be  worfe.  And 
they -who  hav«i  now  fuffercd  fo  much  from  us,  would  with 
reaf6n  become  vaftly  more  formidable  to  us,  were  they  to 
fncceed  hereafter,  than  if  they  had  fucceeded  lately* 

But  where  is  thja  impoffibility,  ^at  without  th^  help  of 
enemies  at  home,  the  powerfiil  and  inveterate  one  which  we 
have  abroad,  may  enflave  us  ere  long  immediately  to  itfelf  j  < 
and  that  without  granting  even  the  ihort  reprieve  to  our  re- 
ligion, liberties^  and  properties,  which  perhaps  from  the  forr 
mcr  we  might  hope  ?  Our  only  defence  againft  both  is  in 
God's  good  providence  ;  and  our  only  ground  of  truft  in  that 
is^  if  we  Jin  no  men.  For  freih  provocations,  it  mud  be  ex* 
pefied,  will  bring  on  feverer  judgments.  Let  us  often  recol- 
laft  then,  that  he,  who  hath  delivered  us  out  of  the  hand  of 
out  enemies,  can  full  as  eafily  deliver  us  into  it ;  and  if  he 
doth  not,  ftill  hath  us  continually  in  his  own.  Every  thing 
terrible,  fire,  famine,  peftilence,  waits  on  his  orders.  At 
this  inftant  we  are  fuffering  neavily  by  the  laft,  though  hi-^ 
therto  confined  to  our  cattle :  but  how  much  longer  and  more 
general  a  ravage  it  may  make  amongft  them,  or  to  what  other 
fpecies  of  creatures  it  may  extend  at  length, .  and  whether  not 
to  cmr  own,  which  of  us  can  fay  ? 

But  indeed,  without  any  other  fcourge  at  all>  fin  alone,  by 
the  natural  confequences  which  Heaven  hath  originally  an- 
ncxed  to  it,  is  able  to  ruin  us  very  completely.  Gentempt 
of  God  and  our  duty  may  overturn  on  a  fudden,  but  muft 
undermine  gradually,  in  proportion  as  it  prevails,  every  blef^ 
fing  that  we  enjoy ;  fill  every  family  with  diforders  and  dif- 
trefles ;  abolish  mutual  faith  and  confidence ;  open  a  wide  door 
to  fraud  and  force ;  defeat  the  execution  of  juftice ;  make  onr 
envied  conftitution  ineSe&ual  to  its  great  ends,  and  turn  all 
the  good  of  it  into  evil  j  tiU  we  are  able  to  bear,  as  was  the 

Vol.  III.  3  A  ancient 

•  PfiLcTiH.  IX. 


570  On  T%<mkfulnef$  &«.  CXXlII. 

ftucient  compUint  in  like,  clrcunkftancesy  neither  our  Hfiajts^ 
nor  tbeir  remedies  *.  The  more  immoralitj  fpreads,  the 
deeper  root  it  ftrikes  j  the  difficulties  of  checking  it  increafe; 
the  numbers  and  vigour  of  thofe  who  endeavour  to  chieck  it 
kflen.  Some  diffempers,  by  the  fermentation  which  tbej 
excite,  work  their  own  cure  :  but  wickcdnefs  is  a  gangrene, 
which  deftroys  the  part  it  feizes  ;  and,  if  it  approaches  to* 
Wards  being  univer&l,  muft  end  in  death.  External  fbrce^ 
like  an  acute  difeafe,  though  for  a  time  it  bears  down  all  be- 
fore' it,  may  ftill,  by  the  vigour  rf  nature,  be  thrown  off  un« 
expededly ;  but  an  internal  principle  of  diflblotion,  that  hath 
corrupted  the  whole  mafs  of  humours,  admits  no  relief 

Or  fuppofe  a  finful  nation,  either  by  ftopping  fhort  of  the 
extremity  of  fin,  or  by  an  uncommon  delay  of  divine  jaftice, 
neither  of  which  can  reafonably  be  expe&ed,  were  to  efcape 
temporal  ruin  ever  fo  long,  yet  there- will  be  a  wor/e,  an  b- 
finitely  wor/e  things  come  without  fail,  and  that  very  foon,  to 
every  finner  in  it,  the  final  vengeance  of  God  in  the  next  life; 
which  will  be,  as  it  ought,  peculiarly  fevere.on  thofe  who  dr- 
^ife  the  riches  of  his  forbearance  and  long-fuffering  ;  andwU 
not  inaw^  that  his  goodnefs  leads  tlem  to  re^ntance  t« 

I  am  very  £enfible,  that  this  may  appear  a  eomfordefs,  an 
intimidating  manner  of  fpeaking  to  you,  and  exceedingly  un- 
fuitable  to  fo  joyful  a  folenmity  as  the  prefent.  But  why 
them  will  not  all  who  hear  me,  why  will  not  this  whole  land 
refolve  on  that  amendment,  without  which  no  true  comfort 
can  be  adminiftered  to  them  ?  Relieve  us  then  from  the  ne- 
ceffity,  for  we  nuift  deal  faithfully  with  you,  of  faying  on 
thankfgivings  juft  the  fame  terrifying  things  ^at  we  do  ob 
fails.  It  would  afibrd  us  the  hj^eft  delight  to  omit  them 
on  both  ;  to  fet  before  you  onl]^rpleafing  views,  and  defcnbe 
your  condition  in  the  language  of  theffalmift':  Hafpyeare 
the  people  who  are  in  fuch  a  cafe  ;  yea^  hlejffed  are  the  pefifk 
viho  have  the  Lord  for  their  Godt*  It  is  entirely  your  own 
fault  that  motives  of  fear  are  ever  mentioned  to  you.  Our 
gracious  Maker  hath  furnilhed  bs  plentifully  with  a  much 
better  grouted  of  obedience,  by  the  nimierous  mercies  which 

we 
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we  htve  lim^mfByti,  and  ftill  continue  to  enjoy.  Think 
bat  a  litde  of  tiie  natural  adrantages  of  this  ifland ;  of  the 
civil,  the  fpiritual  privileges  that  have  diftinguifhed  it  for 
ages,  and  what  requitala  thej  deferve  :  think  but  how  com- 
plicated a  blei&pg  this  laft  deliverance  is  ;  and  labour  to  be 
induced,. as  much  aa  jou  can^  bj  the  bounties  of  God  to  ferve 
hmif  But  let  us  be  confcious  alfo,  that  our  imperfedion,  our 
depravity,  needs  awe,  as  well  as  love,  to  move  us ;  and  ufe 
the  joint  efforts  of  both,  to  produce  in  our  fouls  diat  filial 
forrow,  and  penitent  return  to  duty,  which  will  prove  the 
inlet,  and  is  the  only  one,'  to  a]}  manner  of  confolation. 

Tiey  that  thusybiw  in  tearSj  are  entitled  to  reap  in  joy*  : 
their  mouth  may  he  filled  with  laughter ,  and  their  tongue  xoith 
Jibing  t :  they  may  with  propriety  not  only  give,  as  they 
are  bound,  the  more  feripus  demonilrations  of  pious  grati- 
tude, but  indulge  every  lighter  expreffion  of  a  cheerful  heart, 
tha^  innocence  and  prudence  allow.  Outward  rejoicings  for 
mercies,  without  inward  concern  for  unworthinefs,  and  fixed 
refolutlon  of  virtuous  improvement,  is  4^  ^furd  and  info- 
lent,  and  will  be  a  fhort-lived  triumj^h*  Praife  is  notfeemly 
in  the  mouth  of  a  firmer ;  for  it  was  notfietU  him  of  the  LordX^ 
But  when  humble  and  hearty  devotion  hath  preceded,  glad- 
nefs  and  exultation,  kept  clear  of  excefs  and  riot,  may  and 
flioald  follow  on  occafions  like  this.  '  The  grieflof  our  offen- 
ces ihould  be  loft,  for  the  time,  in  a  thankful  fenfe  of  God's 
goodocis  ;  a  cheering  hope  be  entertained,  that  he^  %vbo  hath 
delivered,  will  deliver  ^j  and  our  behaviour  ftiew  to  all  around 
us  what  our  hearts  feel.  This  was  the  dire&ion  immediately 
given  to  the  yews,  when  once  they  had  been  made  fenfible  of 
their  tranfgreffions,  inlheir  public  affembly  for  a  thankfgiv- 
ing,  on  their  return  from  the  captivity :  and  I  conclude  with 
reciting  it.  Ithe  Levites  read  in  the  iooJt,  in  the  law  of  God, 
and  gave  the  fenfe,  and  caufed  them  to  underfiand  the  reading. 
And  all  the  people  wept,  when  they  heard  ^he  words  of  the  law. 
Then  Nebemiah  the  governor,  and  Emra  the  priefi,  and  the  Le- 
tites^  that  taught  the  people ,  faid  unto  them,  This  day  is  holy 
unto  tie  Lord  your  God :  mourn  not,  nor  weep.    Go  your  way, 

3  A.  a  eat 
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$at  thefat^  and  drink  thefmeetf  Mnd fend  pprtiwis  unto  ibm^ 
for  whom  nothing  is  prepared  ;  for  this  day  is  holy  unto  our 
JLord :  neither  be  ye  forry,  for  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  your 
Srength.  jind  all  the  people  went  their  way^  to  eat  and  to  drttiy 
(ind  to  fend  portions,  and  %q  make  great  mirth  ;  becaufe  thejhai 
^nderfiood  the  words^  that  were  declared  unto  tbem  *, 
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Wherein  Public  Happiness  consists  ; — ^how  we  are  to 
express  our  regard  of  it  ; — and  the  advantaoss 
which  flow  from  this  expression. 


Psalm  cxzii.  6. 

Of  raj  for  the  peace  ^  Jerufalem :    Tthey  Jbatt  pro/per  that 
love  thee. 

r^OD  hath  planted  in  the  hearts  of  men,  and  it  is  a  ftrong 
proof  of  his  goodnefs  to  us,  a  principle  of  tender  mutual 
(^evolence,  which  reafon  enjoins  us  to  exert  on  all  occalions ; 
and  revelation  both  threatens  our  tranfgreffion  of  this  rule 
with  the  fevereft  punishments,  and  encourages  our  obfervance 
of  it  by  promifes  of  the  moft  efiedual  ai&flance  and  nobleft 
rewards.  But  as  all  mankind  is  an  obje&  too  large  for  the 
generality  of  perfons  to  embrace  in  their  aSe&ions,  and  for 
the  reft  to  think  of  aduaUy  benefiting ;  the  fcripture  hath 
very  juftly  appropriated  our  love  to  our  neighbour  ;  to  every 
one  who  is  any  way  brought  near  enough  to  its,  to  be  capable  of 
receiving  any  fervice  or  mark  of  kindnefs  from  us,  according 
to  our  Saviour's  moft  rational  explication  of  that  term*.  And 
each  nation  of  the  world  being  only  a  more  extenfive  neigh* 
bourhood  of  perfons  combined  together,  under  one  head,  for 
conmion  advantage,  the  views  of  the  feveral  members  of  it 
loay  well  reach  thus  far,  but  ordinarily  fcarce  farther.   And 

therefore 
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tber^ore^love  to  oar  countrj  iiath  been  ever  confidered,  not 
'merelj  a&  an  impertant  and  excellent  virtue,  which  italtvajs 
is,  when  genuine  and  judicious  ;  but  a3  filling  the  whole  com- 
pa{s  of  reciprocal  dutj,  which  it  ufuallj  doth,  provided  we 
proportioA  it  rightljr  to  the  various  relations,  which  we  bear 
to  each  perfon  in  the  focietj.  Now  this  is  the  ajQTeAion,  which 
the  pfalmift  fo  warmly  recommends  in  the  text :  Peace  being 
well  known  to  fignify,  in  holj  writ,  all  forts  of  profperit^ ; 
fmd  Jerufalem  being  the  centre  of  unity  of  the  Jewiflif  people, 
both  in  religious  afiairs  and  civil.  For  tbitber  tbe  tribes  went 
<^i  ^0  give  tbanks  unto  tbe' name  of  tbe  Lord ;  and  tbere  vhu 
tbe  feat  ofjudgmenty  even  tbe  feat  oftbeb^ufe  p/"  David*. 

During  the  latter  part  indeed  of  the  time,  that  their  go< 
vemment  fubiifted,  thej  had  moft  of  them  a  zeal  for  their 
country,  which  excluded  charity  towards  the  reft  of  mankind 
But  this  was  a  corruption,  not  a  precept  of  their  religion. 
For  no  law  of  any  other  nation  ever  enjoined  fo  ftridly  both 
juftice  and  mercy  to  ftrangers  as  theirs ;  though  it  did  pro- 
vide agcinft  needlefs  intercourfe  with  them,  to  prevent  imit** 
tion  of- their  evil  cuftoms.  It  is  true,  they  were  commanded 
to  extirpate  the  inhabitants  of  Canaan*  But  thefe  were  grown 
to  fuch  a  height  of  mopftrous  idolatryt .  unnatural  lufts,  and 
Ihocking  barbarities,  as  the  wifdom  of  God  few  to  be  inau 
rable.  And  he  chofe  the  Ifraelites  for  bis  minifiers^  revengen 
to  execute  wratb  upon  tbem  f ,  that  they  might  learn  to  abhor 
what  they  had  been  employed  to  puniihf  This  done,  their 
commiiEon  expired  ;  for  it  reached  to  no  other  nation.  And 
in  fa£l,  they  were  as  quiet  neighbours  to  the  Heathen  rouod 
them,  and  as  dutiful  fubjeds  to  their  Cbaldean,  Perfian  and 
Grecian  mailers,  as  any  other  people.  Nor  did  the  text  more 
plainly  require  them  to  pray  for  tbe  peace  o/Jerufalem,  than 
.  the  prophet  Jeremiah  doth,  tofeek  tbe  peace  ^of  tie  city^  wbitber 
tbey  were  carried  captives,  and  pray  untp  tbe  lord  for  it  J. 

We  need  not  therefore  fcruple  to  imbibe  love  of  our  coon- 
try  from  the  facred  writings  of  the  ^evDs  ;  and  much  lefs  have 
we  caufe  to  imagine,  as  fome  would  perfuade  us,  that  this  is 
a  virtue  not  prefcribed  to  Chriftians.  It  is  true,  that  as  tbe 
Romans  had  long  been  ravaging  the  world,  and  the  jfews  in 
our  Saviour's  days  were  evidently  ruining  themfelves  3  both 
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of  them  prompted  to  what  thej  did  bj  a  harrow-minded  and 
anjuft  vehemence  fot  their  national  intereft  and  honour :  he 
tameftly  rec(»Bmended|  as  it  was  neceflarj,  not  th^  particular 
faffitm,  of  which  they  had  already  too  much ;  but  the  general 
difpofitioo,  which  thej  wanted,  of  good  will  to  all  men.    Fot 
that  is  the  only  fure  foundation  of  focial  behaviour  $  and  wlule 
it  reftrains  perfons  effeduallj  from  doing  anj  thing  wrong  in 
fcvoar  of  their  country,  will  incite  them  powerfully  to  do 
every  thing  right.     In  teaching  this  dodrine  therefore,  and 
indeed  throughout  his  whole  condud,  he  fliewed  the  kindeft. 
aod  wifell  regard  to  his   undeferving  fellow  citixens;  tat 
,whom|  in  as  he  was  treated  by  them,  he  fully  afppears  to  have 
bad  the  moft  affe&idnate  concern.     WJtnefs  his  tears  and  pa^ 
thelic  expoftulations :  0  Jerufalem,  Jerufalem,  tbtm  that  kilU 
t/l  tie  prophet Sy  at^fioneft  them  that  are  fent '  imto  thee  :  horxt 
tfieu  would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together ^  even  as  a 
let  gather eth  her  chickens  under  her  wings  ^  and  ye  would  not^^ 
If  thou  hadfl  known,  or  as  it  rather  (hould  be  tHLiiiiated^  O 
thai  thou  hadfi  inown,  even  thoUf  at  leq^  in  this  thy  day,  tie 
things,  which  belong  unto  thy  peace  f .     Witneis  a^^in  lis  pe- 
remptory command,  even  after  he  had  been  crucified  there. 
Aat  repentance  and  rem(ffion  of  Jin  Jbould  he  preached  in  hu 
tame  to  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerufalem  |.     The  fame  he^ 
roic  fympathy  his  great  apoftle  St.  Paul  exprefles,  after  the 
fevereft  ufage,  in  the  ftrongeft  manner,  for  his  brethren,  his 
iirfmen,  according  to  thejie/h,  declaring  Iblemnly  before  Chri^ 
ond  the  Holy  Gboft,  that  he  had  great  and  continual  forroW' 
and  heavisufs  in  his  heart  on  their  account  §.     He  hath  not  in* 
deed  exhorted  the  ChrifliaBS,  whom  he  favoured  widi  his  epif- 
L  ties,  to  the  love  of  their  feveral  countries :  for  they  were  all  un« 
der  one  dominion,  and  defigned  by  providence  to  remain  fo.-  He 
hath  not  exhorted  magiftrates  to  fludy  the  welfare  of  thofe,  over 
%hom  they  prefided ;  for  there  were  no  believing  nMlgiilrates  $ 
•ad  it  might  have  been  deemed  prefumptuous,  and  ill  intend* 
iCdf  if  he  had  laid  down  direftions  for  others  ;  or  foretold  ex« 
tly  fo  foon,  that  the  gofpel  would  come  to  have  authority 
its  fide.     But  he  hath  fuiSciently,  though  obliquely*  inti- 
nated  to  rulers,  what  their  office  requires  pf  them;  and  urged* 

private 

♦  Matt.  nHL  37,  f  Luke  six.  4X»  4a. 

I  Lake  axlr.  47.  $  Rom.  Sx.  x,  a,  3. 


37$  Wherein  PuUic  Stt.  CXXtV, 

private  fubjeds  moft  convincingly  and  awfully  to  fuch  bda- 
viour^  as  will  render  communities  quiet  and  flourifliing. 

Love  of  our  country  therefore  is  an  undoubted  Chriftias 
duty.  And  we  ihall  both  be  direded  and  encouraged  in  die 
performance  of  it,  if  we  confider,  as  the  text  leads  m, 

I.  Wherein  the  public  welfare  confifts. 

II.  How  we  are  to  ezprefs  our  regard  to  it. 

III.  What  advantages  will  flow  from  expreffing  it  as  wie 
ought. 

I.  Wherein  it  confifts.  Now  plainly  the  happinels  of  aoj 
ibciety  is  that  which  the  perfons  who  compofe  it,  do  or  mij 
enjoy  in  it.  And  therefore  wide  extent  of  dominion  contri- 
butes nothing  to  the  happinefs  of  a  itate ;  for  fuch  unweildy 
bodies  are  feldom  or  never  kept  long  in  good  health*  Mudi 
lefs  is  military  glory  the  point  to  be  had  in  view,  any  farther 
than  is  needful  to  fecure  a  peaceable  poflelSon  of  all  import- 
ant national  rights..  For  fuch  a  purpofe,  war  is  lawful ;  and 
they  who  hazard  their  lives  in  it,  worthy  of  high  honour. 
But  in  all  cafes  it  is  accompanied  with  dreadful  evils ;  o£ 
which  we  are  apt  to  coniider  the  heavy  expence,  as  if  it  were 
the  only  one  ;  and  forget  the  fufferings,  and  miferable  deaths, 
of  fuch  multitudes  of  human  creatuAs,  though  every  one  of  -^ 
them  is  a  murder,  committed  by  the  authors  of  this  calamity  i 
befides  the  innumerable  diftrefles  of  relations  and  friends,  the 
devaftations,  inhumanities,  and  wickednefTes  of  every  kind, 
which  never  fail  to  be  its  attendants.  Then  if  the  event  of 
all  fliould  turn,  as  God  grant  it  always  may,  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  aggreflbrs,  here  is  much  mifchief  brought  on  their 
neighbours,  onl^  to  bring  more  oa  themfelves.  Or  fuppofe 
their  fuccefs  be  ever  fo  ^reat,.  the  injury  done  by^thcm  will 
be  great  in  proportion  :  they  will  receive  little  real  good  fiom 
it,  and  have  paid  very  dear  for  that,  even  in  this  world ;  and 
in  another,  God  will  take  efieftual  care,  that  no  one  fhall 
have  caufe  to  rejoice  in  having  broken  his  laws,  and  ufed  his 
creatures  ill. 

The  next  pre-eminence  conmionly  imagined  to  conftitntc 
the  profperity  of  a  ftate,  is  th&t  of  wealth,  and  its  ufual  fonrce, 
commerce.  Now,  undoubtedly  riches  ate  a  valuable  infim* 
ment,  both  of  common  defence,  and  feparate  enjoyment:  but 
then  they  are  alfo  a  dangerous  incentive  to  luxury  and  d&- 
X  baucixerjT  i 
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baucbexy  j  by  whicti  perfons  grievoufly  diftrefs  themfelves^ 
their  families;  their  acquaintance^  the  public,  in  many  ways, 
alas  !  but  too  well  known;-  And  many,  whom  affluence  doth 
aot  immediately  feduce  into  grofs  vices,  it  leads,  however, . 
to  indolence  and  ignorance^  to  the  admiration  of  trities  and 
Mies,  and  thence  to  the  negled,  and  afterwards  the  conteippt 
and  ridicule^  of  virtuous  and  prudent  condu&.  This  wrong 
taite  being  once  formed,  high  honours^  and  pompous  appear- . 
ances  are  thought  neceffary  by  fome  ;  the  idleft  gratifications  ^ 
and  vanities  by  others  j  the  means  to  procure  and  lupport* 
them  piuft  be  found  \  and  when  their  incomes  fail,  as  the 
largeft,  .with  fuch  management^  will  fail,  they  miift  fupply 
the  dcfed  by  atiy  baienefs  or  iniquity  that  they  can  ;  at  leall 
any  fuch  as  general  pridice^  in  a  time  of  general  corrjiption, 
makes  a  fliift  to  keep  in  tolerable  countenance.  This  exam- 
ple in  the  upper  part  of  the  world,  is  followed  of  courfe  by 
the  lower  ;,  their  induftry  leflens,  their  expences  increafe, 
thbir  principles  are  depraved,  they  and  their  families  ruined ; 
they  feck  for  relief  in  fraud,  violence^  or  intemperance,  and 
plunge  themfelves  by  each  deeper  in  mifery.  Even  of  the 
regular  and  diligent,  the  home  labour  is  much  of  it  employ- 
ed on  things  ufelefs  or  hurtful ;  the  foreign  trade  in  import- 
mg  fuperfluitiesi  This  procedure  muft  as  neceiTarily  impo- 
Verifli  the  public,  as  it  muft  any  fingle  perfon,  or  number  of 
perfons  \  for  the  whole  number  of  them  is  the  public.  And 
in  fuch  circumftances,  whatever  prefent  ihew  of  ilrength  and 
plenty  there  may  be,  is  fallacious  ;  like  the  over-full  and  flo- 
rid look  of  a  difeaied  body,  caufcd  by  a  too  indulgent  regi- 
men; and  under  the  fuperficial  appearance  of  redundant 
liealth,  betraying  to  the  ikilful  evident  fymptoms  of  the  moft 
&tal  diftempers,  already  begun,  if  not  Tar  advanced. 

Another  things  conftantly  and  juftly. mentioned  as  a  main 
ingredient  in  political  happinefs,  is  liberty;  an  invaluable 
privilege,  but  often  mifunderilood,  and  ilill  oftener  abufed. 
Abfolute  liberty,  to  do  what  we  will,  is  abfolute  power.  If 
one  alone,  or  a  few,  have  this,  thie  reft  are  in  flavery ;  if  all 
have  it,  the  whole  muft  be  in  confufion.  Liberty,  therefore, 
in  order  to  preferve.it,  muft  fee  reft  rained  by  law,  in  what-* 
ever  cafes  the  exercife  of  it  may  aflfeft  others.  And  regula* 
tions  by  authority  are  neceffary,  not  only  to  prevent  mutual 
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cncroachmentSy  but  to  afcertain  each  perfon's  claims  and  ex- 
pedations  ;  and  to  inftruft  every  one  what  he  is  to  do,  and 
ivhat  to  aroidi  for  the  conunon  benefit.  Now,  legal. provi- 
fions  for  thefe  endd  ought  to  be  juft  and  equitable,  fuiced  to 
Ae  ftate  of  things  known  and  fixed.  And  thofe  which  a  aa^ 
tion  makes  for  itfelf  bj  its  chofen  reprefentatives,  are  £9  very 
much  the  moft  likely  to  have  thefe  properties,  that  living  as 
we  dO)  under  a  eonftitution  purpofely  contrived  for  mdung, 
on  every  occafion^  fuch  as  we  want,  is  the  greateft  of  dvil 
bleffings,  provided  we  turn  it  not,  by  our  fault,  into  a  corfe. 

But  to  prevent  this^  befides  care  and  impartiality  in  (rain- 
ing laws,  there  muft  be  a  general  obfervation  of  them,  elfe 
they  were  ensfted  In  vain.  Even  fuch  as  are  in  their  nature 
the  moft  variable,  muft  be  obferved  while  they  laft.  For  not 
only  the  total  neglefi  of  them  will  fruftrate  their  ben^ciat 
intent^  and  open  a  door  to  yet  worfe  irregularities,  but  the 
partial,  befides  ^having  this  unhappy  eStSt  in  its  degree,  will 
introduce  a  very  dangerous  kind  of  inequality :  good  fubje^ 
muft  be  tofers  by  their  obedience,  and  bad  ones  gainers  bjr 
their  tranfgreffion. 

Still  more  elTentially  doth  the  oonnaoo  wel&ze  confift  in 
the  ptadice  of  fuch  rules  of  conduftas  are  in  tfaemfdves, 
and  therefore  always  obligatory :  in  abftaining  from  violence, 
fraud,  promifcuous  lewdnefs,  intemperance, extravagance;  m 
performing  carefully  the  proper  bufinefs  of  our  feveral  fta- 
tions  ;  in  providing  diligently  what  is  needful  for  ourielves, 
and  thofe  who  belong  to  us  ;  in  relieving  the  poor  with  pra* 
dent  bounty ;  in  behaving  with  rcfpeft  to  fuperiors,  with 
condefcenfion  to  inferiors,  with  friendlinefs  to  equab,  with 
peculiar  aSe£lion  to  thofe  whom  either  nature  or  volnntary 
ties  have  united  to  us  more  clofely.  l^neie  are  the  main 
things  on  which  focial  happinefs  depends.  A  nation  may  be 
fiftiaU,  and^weak,  and  poor,  and  yet  the  perfons  who  compofe 
it  may  enjoy  their  beings  very  comfortably.  But  however 
great,  and  powerful,  and  rich  it  is^  folly  aad  wickedneis  will 
bring  mifery  on  each  particular ;  which,  put  together,  is  ge- 
neral mifery  ;  and  will  befides  gradually  weaken  and  diflblve 
the  whole.  For  the  principal  fupports  of  a  ftate  confefiedly 
are^  die  numbers^  and  healthy  and  fbength,  and  induftry,  and 
€  probity. 
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{Hobity,  and  concord^  of  the  fevend  members  of  it ;  all  which 
good  morals  promote,  and  bad  undertnine. 

Bat  as  human  laws,  in  multitudes  of  inftances,  cannot  pu« 
niih,  and  much  lefs  prevent,  the  breach  of  moral  obligations, 
the  chief  fccurity  of  regard  to  them,  in  any  fociety,  muft 
proceed  from  reverence  of  the  divine  laws*  And  as  the  pre<i 
cepts  of  Chriflianity  ar«  vaftly  more  determinate,  accompa. 
nied  with  conunonications  of  far  greater  moral  powers,  and 
enforced  by  fanftions  of  ,unfpeakably  ftronger  terror  to  fin* 
sers,  and  fweeter  confolation  to  pious  minds,  than  the  diftates 
of  nature,  unaiSfted  by  revelation,  eftabliihing  a  pra&ical  be* 
lief  of  the  gofpel,,  is  fecuring  and  completing  the  provifiou 
for  national  felicity*  This  will,  in  all  cafes,  reftrain  men 
from  what  is  wron^  animate  them  in  what  is  rights  make 
them  eafy  and  happy  under  every  fuffering.  Befides,  profef* 
fioo  of  the  (ame  faith  and  hope,  and  participation  of  the  fame 
WOTfliip  and  facraments,  muft  give  fo  peculiar  a  facrednefs 
sad  endearment  to  the  bonds  of  civil  unionj^  that  ^eat  in  the 
common  cau£e  of  our  coutitry  and  our  religion^  at  Quce,  will 
be  intrepidly  active,  and  iadefatigably  perfevering  *«  far 
my  br^tbren  and  compantQns /ahi^  I  will  vn/b  thee  profptrity  $ 
yta,  biamfe  oftb$  boufe  ^tbt  Lwd  our  Godf  I  vnUfeek  to  dQ 
ibee  good  f*  Then  to  all  the  advantages  flowing  naturally 
firom  piety,  we  cannot  doubt  but  God  wiU  fuperadd  his  ble£* 
£ngp  and  withhold  it  from  the  profane ;  for  his  own  word^ 
are,  T^m  tbat  bonomr  me^  I  wM  bonour ;  and  tb^y  tbat  de^* 
Jfifi  tiUj  JbaU  be  Ugbtly  efieemedX.  Nor  muft  a  further  con* 
fideration  ever  be  omitted,  for  it  is  a  very  important  one  ^ 
diat  ualefs  true  religion  be  cheriihed  and  praflifedj^  falfe  re-> 
Ugioa  will  infinuate  itfelf  and  prevail*  For  the  mind  of  maa 
mnft  have  fome,  as  the  experience  of  all  agc»  proves,  and  out 
own  particularly ;  amongft  whom  the  increafc  of  infidelity  ia 
accompanied  with  that  of  Popery  \  an  evil  which  ought  to  b^ 
Highly  formidable  to  us ;  as  it  muft  of  courfe,  if  ever  it  gain 
power  enough,  not  only  overturn  our  prefent  happy  eftabliih* 
ment,  but  introduce  the  <;rueUeft*  tyranny  over  U^q  fouls,  an4 
Wies,  ^md  eftates  of  men. 

3  B  a  Having 
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Having  now  fcen  wherein  the  public  welfiare  confiftsy  we 
Ibould  all  with  great  ferioufnefs  confider 

II.  How  we  are  to  exprefs  our  regard  to  it;  The  manner 
prefcribed  in  the  text,  according  to  our  ^ranflation,  is.  Pray-; 
ingfor  the  peace  o/"  Jerufalem  ;  according  to  others,  Afking 
or  inquiring  concerning  its  peace.  Both  imply  havbg  it 
much  at  heart.  And  whatever  we  have  defer vedly  at  hearty 
ought  jointly  to  engage  ourmatchful  folicitude,  and  our  ear- 
neft  petitions.     I  fliall  now  begin  with  the  firft. 

Pretentes  to  public  fpirit,  if  they  are  not  fincere,  ufuallj 
cover  hurtful  defigns.  Therefore  we  ihpuld  examine  our- 
felves  clofely,  for  felf-deceit  is  wonderfully  frequent,  of  what 
fpirit  we  indeed  are  *  :  whether  private  pailions  or  intetefts, 
concealed  under  fpecious  appearances,  do  not  influence  car 
difcourfe  and  behsiviour,  perhaps  our  vpry  thoughts.  And, 
fo  far  as  we  have  need  to  know,  we  fhould  make  the  fame 
inquiry  concerning  others  alfo ;  forming  our  opinions  of  them 
with  charity,  yet  with  caution.  But  fuppofing  the  comoMm 
good  be  ever  fo  really  our  objeft  and  theirs,  unlefs  we  under- 
stand Weil  the  tendencies  of  things,  we  may  do  it  irreparable 
harm,  inftead  of  furthering  it ;  and  therefore  fhould  alwiys 
be,'  according  to  St.  yames^s  admirable  direftion,ytt;j/r  to  bear, 
Jlow  tofpeak^  Jlow  to  wrath  \  :  iinpartially  diligent  to  learn 
the  truth,  where  it  b  our  bufin^fs  to  judge  and  ad  9  back- 
ward to  meddle  where  it  is  not ;  reafonable  and  moderate  in 
all  matters.  But  let  us  confider  our  duty  more  diftinfily,  121 
relation  to  the  feveral  articles  that  were  fpecified  under  the 
preceding  head.  / 

As  defence  againft  enemies  is  an  efiential  ingredient  in 
public  happinefs,  rulers  are  bound  to  provide  for  it  with' vi- 
gilance, and  fubjeds  to  contribute  to  it  with  cheerfulnefs ; 
jFar  from  repining  at  neceflary  burdens,  though  heavy  ones. 
But  we  ought  to  oppofe  with  double  vigour,  from  principle 
as  well  as  intereft,  the  deliberate,  and  habitual,  and  perfidi- 
ous, and  infolent  difturbers  of  mankind ;  yet  always  remem- 
bering,  that  the  only  lawful  aim,  even  in  the  jufteft  war,  is 
an  equitable  concluiion  of  it.  Ithe  Lord  give  Jireugth  unto  his 
people;  the  Lord  give  bis  pedpk  the  hlejjing  of  peace  J  I 

Again: 

*  Luke  is.  $$.  f  James  i.  1:9.  %  P&l.  xm.  xo. 
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Again :  as  national  wealth,  and  private  plenty  of  the  con- 
veniencies  of  life,  are  defirahle  in  communities,  but  luxuty 
and  extravagance  deftrudive  to  them,  all-perfons,  in  their 
fiationSi  ought  fo  to  promote  the  former,  as  to  difcourage  the 
latter  at  the  fame  time ;  which  thej  will  do  moft  fuccefsfuUj, 
hy  fetting  examples  to  others  of  decent  frugality,  and  a^ten* 
tion  to  their  own  afiairs  \  by  honouring  worthy  chaxafters^ 
though  in  mean  circumftances  ;  and  ezpreiling,  in  every  pro- 
per way,  diflike  and  contempt  of  bafenefs,  debauchery,  pro- 
fofion,  admiration  of  undeferving  things,  negleft  of  important 
ones  ;  be  they,  who -are  guilty  of  fuch  faults,  ever  fo  diftin- 
guifhed  by  their  rank  or  accomplishments. 

Further  :  as  liberty  is  a  blel&ng  of  inefUmable  value  in  fo- 
ciety,  it  ought  to  be  aiTerted  with  the  utmoft  refolution  and 
watchfulneds,  not  only  againft  open  aflaults,  but  every  prac- 
tice, that  may  fecretjy  and  filently  impair  it ;  yet  with  reli- 
gious care,  neither  to  ufe  it,  nor  unwarily  affift  others  t6  uji 
^^yfw  a  cloak  of  maliciomffujs^  \  nor  hazard  the  deftru&ioa 
of  it,  by  attempts  of  improving  it  to  a  vifionary  perfe&ioa. 
Therefore  power,  in  a  requifite  degree,  muft  both  be  allowed 
and  diligently  fuppdHed:  They,  in  whofe  hands  it  is  placed, 
muft  both  be  obeyed  and  humbly  refpeded,  not  only  for  wrath^ 
iut  alfo  for  confcience  fake  f ;  even  the  fubordinate,  much 
more  the  fupreme  ;  their  whole  condufi  muft  \»  viewed  with 
modefty  and  candour ;  their  good  adions  and  intentions  ac- 
knowledged with  due  thankfulnefs ;  their  miftakes  and  fail- 
ings, imagined  Or  real,  borne  with  that  mildnefs,  of  which  we 
have  all  need  to  excufe  our  own.  And  the  fame  equitable. 
Yemper  fliould  always  be  preferved  between  private  perfons, 
one  towards  another ;  were  their  differences  about  public  af- 
fairs of  ever  fuch  moment,  whereas  they  are  frequently  no- 
minal or  trifling  ;  and  were  they  ever  fo  fure  of  being  in  the 
right,  whereas  poftibly  both  of  them  have  realkm  to  diftruft 
it.  This  is  the  method,  and  it  is  the  only  one,  by  which  we 
can  ever  hope  to  fee  yerufakm  built  as  a  city ^  that  is.  at  unity 

M  itfilfX^ 

Further  yet :  as  good  laws,  and  the  obfervation  of  them, 
are  neceflary  to  the  public  welfare y.  all,  who. have  a  ihare  in 

legiflatWe^ 

•  I  Pet. ii.  i6»  \  Rom.xiii.  5.  \  PftL cuii.  3. 
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leglflatiiref  aught  to  contrive  or  afient  to  fu^,  and  oppde 
others^  witfaout  fuffering  aoj  confideration  to  bias  them;  al 
magiftrates  ought  to  execute  them  with  uprightuefs  aad  coo* 
v^g^  yet  "^ith  bumanitj ;  and  all  fubjefis,  to  obey  them  dif« 
iatereftedlj,  and  procure  obedience  to  them  zealouilj. 

But  the  laws  of  morality  require  peculiar  attention  for  our 
country's  good»  as  well  as  our  own.  Every  perfon^  who 
traafgrefles  thefe,  Uacbes  his  neighbouri  Uacbts  his  family, 
0m  0vii  U^ffoH  main/i  bimfe^*^  in  points  of  the  greateil  oonfe. 
quence.  And  every  governm^ent,  which  connives  at  fuck 
tranfgref&onsy  when  it  can  fafely  puniih  them,  connives  at  the 
ruin  of  the  people  intruiled  to  its  care.  But  efpecially  every 
fre^  govermnentj,  guilty  of  fo  culpable  reraifTnefst  be  it  to 
,  CQUlt  popularity^  be  it  to  ferve  what  prefent  turn,  it  will,  un* 
derminci  the  only  ground  it  hath  to  ftand  upon.  For  without 
viime,  Ubef  ty  cannot  fubftl. 

Nof  ifutefd  without  ^ety  ia«  virtue  fuiUiiL.  For  our  good 
aSe^ens  are  to  weak,  our  bad  incliautions  fo  vehement,  aad 
the  temytationft  of  the  ivorld  h  SMHueroua  and  enticing,  that 
VHP.  noed,  erery  poffible  pf  efervadve.  And  evidently  the  fax 
of  God  is  the  moft  awful  reftraint  f'^om  doing  ill :  and  the  love 
ofGod  the  moft  deKghtfal  ia^tecewent  to  do  weU.  True  re- 
ligion thefefodTo  muft  bo  eftabliOied  by  the  authority  of  the 
kgifl^uf e,  but  wifh  the  tendered  re^rd  to  fcrupulous  coa- 
fbieaees  ^  and  upheld  in  reputation  by  the  countenance  aad 
exvnpk  of  the  great.  Its  minifters  mi^  be  indufirious^  and 
their  fuporiora  muA  fee  that  they  are,,  in  |eaehing.-aad  diefead- 
ing^  il^^and  adomii^  their  dioftrine  by  refpe^able  and  amiaMe 
behayiour.  Its  pxobflors^  nrnft  be  affiduoua  attendants  on  its 
iOxeici&a  in  the  cengcegation,.  and  ii»f ious  pia3ifer»  of  it$  in- 
junAtona  at  honwu 

But  particularly,  in  both  places,  they  muft  be  eameft  with 
God  for  their  country's  pro^rity^  and  fervently /r«^yir/i# 
peace  afyeru/aiem.  Many  can  do  little  elfe  ;  but  dl  can  do 
jb  much  &r  it.  In  feme  of  our  endeavours  to  lerve  the  pab- 
lie  we  may  err ;  in  this  we  are  fure  to  be  right.  Often  we 
koikw  uDt^  what  is  beft  for  it  r  our  heavenly  Father  always 
ia^tu    FbffiUy  in  tii^ies  pf  difficulty  and  danger,  we  may  be 

tempted. 
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tempted  to  defpftir  of  the  common woalth  ;  ptAjing.for  it  will 
remind  us,  that  its  fate  is  not  in  the  hands  of  men,  bat  of  the 
Ahnightj.  In  all  times^  tefentments,  iuterefts^  prejudices, 
frequentlj  blind  and  mifleadus;  dcTOUt  applications  to  h^a^ 
▼en  will  compofe  pur  paffions,  purify  our  intentioni)  obtain 
us  light  to  guide  our  ft^,  and  «nhnrge  oar  vieWd.  Perhaps 
we  have  been  diligent  enough,  or  tnore  than  though,  in  the 
Qfe  of  other  means,  conducive,  as  we  imagined^  to  publie 
good ;  but  have  never,  humblj  and  heartily,  ufed  this.  And 
jet,  if  we  b^6ve  a  righteous  Jodgt  of  the  world,  we  mufl 
furdj  believe,  that  he  takes  notice  of  the  addrefles,  which 
his  poor  creatures,  with  pious  oAfiion^,  offer  up  to  him.  Or 
could  wt  doubt  it  otfaerwife,  we  are  fuUj  aiTured  of  it  in  his 
ficred  word.  Not  that  naming  Oftr  wants  informs  him,  or 
ads  of  iervile  fubmii&on  delight  him,  or  unfit  importunities 
prevail  on  him ;  but  that  prajixig  in  /pirii  and  in  truths  *, 
wkik.it  feems  intended  to  inCueace  him  oalj,  hath  a  power* 
fttl  tnfiuence  on  us  ;  and  bj  ftrengtbening  the  fenfe  it  expref^ 
ies,  how  dependent  vre  are  on  his  mtrcj,  and  what  quaKfica^ 
tions  are  needful  to  obtain  it,  fits  us  at  the  fftme  tiaie  to  re«* 
oeive  it,  and  grow  better  by  it ;  whereas  bcftowing  his  favours 
00  diofe,  who  are  too  nogligent  oi  him  to  aflc  for  them,  might 
neither  be  fuitaUe-to  the  holinefs  of  his  nattire,  and  the  ho^ 
nour  of  his  gov«rnment,  nor  indeed  contribute  to  their  final 
advMtage.  Why  then  Ihould  not  we  addrefs  ourfelves  to  the 
Lord  dp  all,  not  in^  outward  form  only,  but  inward  reality ;  < 
not  merely  at  diftant  feafons  appointed  for  it,  like  this,  but 
every  day  of  our  lives ;'  that  he  would  gradoufly  pro  ted  the 
osmmtiaky,  of  which  we  are  members,  and  inftruft  and  excite 
us  to  perform  properfy  our  duty  towards  it  >  His  own  de«* 
claration,  even  after  ho  had  promifed  %  bl^mg,  is,  /  nvtll  yei 
fvt  this  he  inquired  •fly  ths  houfs  q/'Ifrael,  fs  (U  it  for  them  f. 
And  the  diredkw  of  hb  prophet  is,  Te^  thai  make  mention  of 
tb0  Lord^  hop  mtjitsme^  andgiin^him  no  r^/?,  tiU he  efiablijby 
and  till  he  nmke  Jemfalem  u  praife  in  the  earth  %. 

A&ftioaate  vigilnnco  therefore  to  do  each  his  part  for  the 
£irvke  of  Ae^  whole,  and  oosAant  p^y^r,  that  God  would 
pr^Jper  the  umted  mmris  o/*  *£r  tbart^  j^  «ce  ^e  genuine  de^ 
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monftrations  6f  that  regard^  which  we  owe  tcr  die  public  wel- 
fare*    X(iet  U8  now  ccnfider^  * 

IIIl  ^hat  advantages  will  flow  from  exprelEng  it  in  tUs 
due  manner.     Ttbey  JbaU  pro/per  that  love  thu*     Worldly 
profperitj  id  defigned  to  partake  of  the  uncertainty  of  ail 
worldly  things  \  but,  fo  &r  ad  any  thing  on  one  part  can  fe- 
cure  it,  a  virtuous  and  pious  public  fpirit  muft.     Princes, 
magiftrates,  teachers  of  religion,  military  men,  private  per- 
fons  of  all  ranks  and  profei&ons,  who  thus  exprefs  the  love  oi 
their  country,  will  be  loved  by  it,  and  love  one  another. 
Such  union  will  give  them  both  the  higheft  jdeafure,  and  the 
greateft  pof&ble  ftrength  :  nothing  will  be  done  to  betray  or 
thwart  the  general  intereft,  but  every  thing  imaginable  to 
promote  it :  they  will  be  bold  in  dangers,  perfevere  throng 
difficulties,  furniih  mutual  affiftance  at  any  hazard :  allies  will 
know  they  can  truft  them ;  enemies  will  refped  and  dread 
them.     Indeed  they  will  ha^  no  enemies,  but  fuch  as  oj^ofe 
truth  and  right ;  and  therefore,  when  they  are  driven  to  war, 
they  will  confider  themfelves  as  fighting  the  battles  of  God. 
But  ufually  they  will  enjoy  peace,  at  home  as  well  as  abroad, 
and  tafte  the  cofoforts  of  it  without  allay ;  each  delighting  in 
the  other's  good ;  each  feeling  the  tranquillity,  the  weakb, 
the  honour  of  the  conimunity,  as  his  own ;  and  rejoicing  with 
humble  thankfulnefs,  that  his  fhare  in  the  produdion  of  it 
hath  not  been  wafiting.     If  fuch  happinefs  be  feldom  fees, 
the  reafon  is,  that  fuch  difpofitions  towards  it  ar^  feldom  ge- 
neral.    But  let  them  be  ever  fo  uncommon,  and  affairs  iot 
want  of  them  ever  fo  unprofperous  :  whoever  iacredly  pre- 
ferves  them  in  himfelf,  and  faithfully  exerts  them  when  he 
can,  bis  foul  JbaU  pro/per  ^  as  St.  yobfh  exprefles  it  *  ;  •  be  filled 
with  the  confolation,  that  he  hath  meant  and  endeavoured 
well,  though  furrounded  with  examples  and  temptations  to 
the  contrary ;  and  that  none  of  the  calamities,  that  have  hap* 
pened,  or  may  h?.ppen,  can  be  laid  to  his  charge.     Were  be 
to  be  entirely  deferted  by  other  m^n^  he  would  fupport  him- 
felf by  our 'Saviour's  refleOion :  Bebold^  tbe  bour  cometb^jfd 
is  now  conuy  tbat  ye  JbaU  be  f cotter edy  every  man  to  bisovM^ 
andjbotl  Ifiave  me  alone  :  and  yet  I  am  not  alone^iicaufi  the- 
'  Father 
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Faihtr  is  witb^ttte*^  Some^  hotverer,  in  the  worft  of  tkncs^ 
wQl  probably  bear  witnefs  to  him  on  earth ;  but  God  will 
tertdinly  look  down  upon  him  with  approbation  from  het« 
▼eoy  and  blefs  him  with  a  pleafing  conicionfhefs  of  hi«  favour^ 
th^  foretafte  of  future  reward* 

Let  us  now,  on  the  other  hand^  contemplate  the  ^fieAs^  I 
do  npt  fay  of  downright  ill»will.to  the  public^  which  few  per^ 
haps  can  be  wicked  enough  to  harbour  knowingly^  but  of  in* 
difference^  and  preferring  other  confiderations  to  its  adTsn* 
tage.     If  perfonS)  in  ftations  of  truft^  fupreme  or  fubordinate, 
regard  empire^  abfolute  power,  profit^   pleafure,  indolence^ 
as  their  felicity  1  inferiors  will  in  proportion  be  £EiCrificed» 
opprefled^  exhaufted,  neglefied.     If  thefe  inferiors  are  prili* 
clpally  intent  on  their  own  private  gratifications  of  any  kind  ; 
■even  where  they  have  no  fhare  in  the  government^  they  will 
iinxt  it  by  ferving  it  remifsly  or  unfaithfully^  and  be  mifera-. 
Ue  by  unwiUing  filbjeftion.    But  where  the  government  is 
jnixed^  and  divided  between  thefovereign^  the  nobles^  and  the 
ret>rrfentatives  of  the  commonalty  i  as  it  cannot  be  carried  on 
at  all  i/i  that  form,  without  profei&ons,  on  evety  fide,  of  a  pa- 
triot fide  s  fo  in  the  degree^  in  which  thefe  profefiions.  are 
falfe»  there  will  be  a  wide  door  open  for  fupine  mifxnanage- 
mentt  felfiih  projcds>  corruption,  treachery ;  the  vileft  of  men 
wiUfbelter  themfelves  under  plaufible  appearances  ahd  fa- 
vourite nances,  and  be  fupported  by  parties,  which  they  have 
artfully  raifed  or  carefled.    At  the  fame  time,  they,  who  think 
tbqr  bave  the  tendereft  love  for  their  country,  perhaps  will 
find|  on  refleftion^  that  in  truth  they  love  only  the  faAion,  in 
.which  they  have  lifted  ;  or  though  it  be  their  country,  if  they 
have  not  had  tendernfefs  enough  for  H,  to  examine  coolly  what 
conduft  its  interefts  require^  they  may  accelerate  its  rub,  by 
increafing  the  fiercenefs  of  contention,  and  lending  the  repu- 
tation of  their  good  meianing  to  colour  over  the  bad  defigns 
of  others*    Free  nations  therefore,  as  they  are  the  happiefl 
beyond  comparifon,  if  the  general  advantage  be  the  general 
objeft ;  fo  they  are  peculiarly  uncomfortable;  and  expofed  to 
danger  from  ^within  and  without,  if  divifions  Infl^e  ihen 
Vol.  III.  3  C  one 
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Hue  agtiaft  another,  or  the  attenfiioii  of  each  be  confined  to 
.  himf elf • 

-  StiU  the  ixnfe  in  tbeir  generation  *  maj  itBagine,  that  howw 
ever  impoffible  it  be  fin*  the  whole  xa  profper  widioat  the 
mutual  affeftion  of  the  parts,  thej  ihall  profper. the  better  fiir 
throwing  off  a  principle,  that  will  be  always  interfering  with 
their  interefb  or  inclinations.  But  thej  cannot  attempt  to 
<hrow  it  off,  or  ewen  contradid  it  in  a  fingle  inftance,  withonl 
feverdj  condemning  themielves  in  their  hours  of  rooolleftioa. 
Ot  if  thej  could^  they  will  be  detefted,in  fpighfe  of  all4ifg«ife, 
and  aUiorred  by  others,  and  moft  by  the  worthieft  ;  whidi 
gives  the  hardeft  hearty  much  greater  •^moafinefii,  than'  dief 
are  willing  to  own*  Befides,  through  the  mercy  of  pioTt^ 
dence,^  their  wicked  fbhemes  often  fail  of  anfwering  their 
ends ;  and  firft  to  do  wrong,  and  then  be  difappointed  of  their 
•ai|n  in  it,,  is  double  ignominy.  Punifliment  alfo  not  uncom- 
monly overtakes  even  the  fecureft  criminal;  But  ftippofiag 
!the  fclfidi  wretch  to.  fiicceed,.  that  foocefs  will  tempt  or  pro- 
.voke  many  more  to  imitate  him  in  hurtsfol  defigns  and  un£ur 
methods.  If  they  aft  in  oppofition  to  hinv  he  may  fufier,  %s 
he  defervesy  by  the  example  he  hath  fet ;  if  they  aft  in  con* 
]noftio]i  with  him,  ere  long  fbmewhat  -mSL  difiinite  them. 
Or  however,  bad  precedents  naturally  produce  worfe^  and  fe* 
they  multiply  continually  ;  tUl  at  laft  die  authors' and  encon- 
iragers  of  mifchief  axe  in  their  turn  involved  in-  it*  But  were 
they  to  efc^pe  for  life,,  yet  their  poflerity,  wh<^e  advancement 
|>eriiaps  is  the  main  point,  which  they  have  in  view,  mvft 
partake,  it  may  be  largely^  in  whatever  the  commonwealth 
is  brought  to  fuffer ;  befide^  the  hereditary  difgrace  of  fpring- 
ing  from  foch  anceftors^  And,  if  ill  peofde  of  every  rank 
would  confider,  what  figures  their  predeceflbrs  in  wickedneis 
make  now  in  daily  talk,,  and  are  likely  to  make  hereafter  ia 
hiftory,.  if  they  be  of  confequonce  enough ;  and  in  how  very 
different  a  light  men  of  probity  are  feen,  when  the  fracfiene 
miils,  that  artifice,  prepofleiGon  and  refentment  have  raifedr 
ate  difperfed ;  furely  it  miift  have  a  beneficial  influence  on 
aheir  conduft.- 

Or, 


Sek.  CXXIV«         Happinefs  conjiftj^  8cc.  387 

Or,  if  none  of  thefe  confiderations  can  afieft  them,  thqre  ft 
jet  anodier  of  infinite  moment.  .  This  life,  at  beft,  is  fhort ; 
^ud  moft  of  the  faufy  a&ors  on  the  ftage  of  the  world  have 
probably  but.  a  fmall  part  of  it  to  come,  before  a  ftrift  account 
of  their  behaviour  in  it  is  demanded*  And  will  it  be  well  for 
AS  then,  .think,  we^  that,  &r  the  fake  of  purpofes  not  to  be 
-owned,  we  have  brought  unjuft  reproach,  uneafinefs,  diftrefs 
4>o  our  brethren  \  and  difquieted,  weakenec^  impoveriQied, 
undone  our  conunon  parent,  whom  naturp  and  reafon  and  reve* 
Ration  jointly  require  ue  .to  love  and  ^o  iecye.?  '  Or  mult  k 
not  be  ineKpreSUe  hajiipinefs,  for  thofe  in  low  ftations  to  have 
difcharged  ihe  duties  of  >jthem  with  faithful  affedion,  both  to 
their  rulers  and  th^ir  fellow-fubjeds  \  and  for  thofe  in  the 
Ugheft  ito  be  able  jto  faj^  with  jthe  excellent  Je^Mfifl^  governor^ 
T%ini  upon  me,  i)  my  God^  for  g^ody  according  to  ail  that  1 
iave  done  for  tins  people  *. 

If  thele  be  f olid  motives^  Jet  us  all  be  moved  by  them  :  firft, 
|Ko  nfe  the  utmoft  cautiop,  diat  we  do  no  harm  to  our  country  *, 
next  to  try^  what  fer^ri^f  fire  can  do  it ;  but  ^(pecially  tto  en^ 
deavour^  for  that  ^f  mrexy  onp  of  us  can^  by  virtuous  lives., 
fuuised  he%i^,  and  fervent  pi^yers,  to  xaU  down  the  Divine 
Bcncdi&iaQ  on  oar  nmiona)  coisinfela  and  undertakings.  If 
iadaciH  we  o^nj^der  worldly  appeara^es  only,  we  havo  great 
jcanie  to  fear.;  if  we  refle&  on  our  many  Jieinons  iniquities, 
we  have  ftiU  much  greater  cauie.  But  when  we  call  to  min^ 
what  ddiveraaces  God  hath  <rf'ten  and  iately  beflowed  on  u«^ 
'Wliat  warnings  and  what  time  he  hath  given  us  to  repent, 
liow  flow-and  unwilling  he  appears  -to  let  our  enemies  proceed 
4o  our  total  defbruAion,  it  cannot  but  kindle  in  our  breafis  a 
^ttoft  reviving  perfuafion,  indeed  afuttajfuranceofhope  f ,  that 
would  we  biit  ;jret  be  unanimous  and  religious,  we  might  yet 
1>y  his  bkffing  be  fafe  and  profperous.  And  may  the  Lordfo 
-Uefs  vs,  that  we  may  fee  Jerufidem  in  proj^erity  all  our  lift 
long  X :  but  let  tbtm  be  confounded  and  turned  bachvard^  as 
Mumy  at  haye  evil  will  at  Sion  {• 

^  1^  ▼.  19.        t  H^^*  ^  ''-        ^  ^^  cxxviu.  16..        S  -PraJ.  csxis.  5. 
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(Preacbdd  ^fril  aj.  IJ49,  on  the  Thankfgivin|  for  tbq 
Peace.) 


Ok  thi  Blessings  of  Peace.— ^They  are  toe  Gift  01 

God.     " 


Psalm  x^.  iq. 
,    _.^?l«  tordjbatt  give,  bis  peopk  tie  ileffng  ^pea^^ 

■      »  # 

TTTE  arf  met  this  daj  tp  thank  God  fox  a  mercy,  that  httb 
long  been,  the  objed  of  our  eameft  viihes  and  folciim 
prayers ;  that  ^e  have  often  bad  but  fmall  hope  of  obtainix^ 
.and  yet  now  have  poflefled  J^WJ  months  wUh  an  incxeafing 
profpeft  of  its  c^nfinnanjge  :  pn  iphich  acooout  our  joy  is  fiill 
mpre  realbnabley  fhopgh  it  muft,  from  the  ^xMoftitntion  of  oar 
nature*  \*t  Icfs  yr^xxsAj  felf:  than  it  wa3  at  fii:il.  Accordin^y 
yr^  have  juft  be^n  e:^preijing  it  in  the  divine  prefievu^  Ad4 
inilruftion  from  ^  this  p^e  was  not  preyipufly  neoefiary  to 
eiE^ite  pur  gratitude  for  a  1)ene£t  fp  vililde  and  fo  importaat. 
But  it  va^ij  contribute  not  a  little  to  fix  ip  pur  breafb  a  more 
durable  fenfe  pf  what  w^  have  acknowledged ;  and,  which  i^ 
th(p  end  of  all,  dire&s  us  ]U>  fuch  behaviour  as  will  fecure  an^ 
improvp  the  happinefs  we  enjoy. 
I  ihaUy  therefore,  at  prefent, 

I.  Set  before  you  the  hUJfing  of  peace. 

II.  S|hew  you  that  it  is  the  ^ft  ^  Gaf. 

ni.  Prefs  you  to  remember,  that  only  his  feopk  are  qw 
titled  to  it ;  and,  confequently,  to  confider  whether  wp  tie 
fuch ;  and  to  labour  that  we  may  in  the  higheft  degree. 

I.lftajl 
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1. 1  fhall  fet  before  you  the  htejjtng  of  peace. 
Man  appears,  from  the  hannlefs  makc-6f  his. body,  the 
ponverfable  difpofitidn  of  his  mind,  the  tendemefs  of  his  a£r 
fefiionsy  the  fovereignty  of  his  refleding  principle,  the  necef-  . 
fitj  of  affiftance  in  hi3  numerous  wants,  and  the  rules  of  lift 
prefcribed  him  bj  exprefs  revelation,  to  be  formed  for  a  fo-i* 
cial  inofienfive  /creature.  Now,  the  natural  ftate  of  each  be^ 
ing  is  thje  happy  one.^  And  the  ^appinefs  of  peace  is  like 
that  of  health  ;  it  fpreads  through  the  whole  of  the  civil,  a^ 
that  doth  of  the  animal  conftitution ;  and  fiimiihes  vigour 
and  pleafure  tQ  every  part,  without  being  diftindly  perceivr 
.ed  ia  one  more  than  another  \  for  which  reafon  we  are  apt  to 
overlook  the  felicity  of  both,  till  the  lofs  of  them  for  a  time 
renews  our  fenfe  of  their  value;  and  even  f^ch  experience 
ufually  doth  not  long  prefepre  it  in  our  memory.  There^ 
fiDTCy  to  difcem  fufficiently  the  advantages  of  peace,  we  mufl; 
recoUeft  the  miferies  of  war.   -  ' 

1*0  ibefe  we  feldom' attend  farther  than  we  immediately 

fed  iJiem*    And  the  generality  feel  only  the  expence ;.  which 

jndecd  is  a  fore  evil,  and  hath  been  for  many  years^paft,  and 

^nft  be  for  many  to  come,  a  heavy  burden '  to  us.    Perfons 

of  low  degree  «re  fadly  ffraitened  by  \i  in  their  enjoyment  of 

the  comnion  ^m&rts  and  neceflaries  of  life.    Their  fupe^ 

jiorsy  it  19  trpe,  n^  only  undergo  a  retrenchment  of  their 

fuperflnities }  which  thisy  might  bear,  if  they  H^tfd,  without- 

much  uneafinefi,  or  any  harm.    But  as  too  many  of  them  are 

pleafed  to  reckon  their  grandeur  and  luxury,  their  follies  and 

char  vices,^  the  moft  infeparable  privileges  of  their  rank^  they 

mvfty  by  retainiog^  tbefe,  be  diftreffed  equally  with  others, 

when  the  demands  of  the  ftate  are  larger  than  ordinary.   And 

,  as  their  ufual  refource  is  the  very  bad  one,  of  fupplying  a 

fund  for  eztravagjmoe  and  immorality,  by  refufing  aAs  of 

piety,  diari^,  and  juftice,  they  forpe  multitudes  round  them 

to  fnffer  with  them  and  for  them.     Frequently,  indeed^  the 

load  of  taxes  may  not  be  the  caufe  of  this  diihonourable  be^ 

haviour  ;  but  even  then  it  is  a  pbufible  pretence  and  oxcufe 

&r  it.    Nor  doth  the^fchief  ftop  at  particular  perfons ;  but 

the  puUip,  exhaufled  by  payments,  and  funk  under  dfcbts,  be- 

^Qies  incapable  of  exerting  itfelf,  even  for  its  own  pteferva- 

^100^  when' future  occafions  require. 

Yet, 
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Yet,  mdanclioly  as  thefe  tnings  are,  an  article  much  more 
Shocking,  and  which  on^t  to  be  the  firft  in  our  thoughts,  is 
that  of  theTarious  and  continual  toils  and  haadfliips  that  muft 
be  endured  hj  fuch  numbers  of  poor  creatures,  ezpofing  tfaein. 
felves  in  defence  of  others,  through  fo  long  a  courfe  of  time : 
the  lo(s  of  fo  manj  thoufands  of  lives  bj  ficknefs  and  in  bat- 
tle 'f  the  grief  of  fo  many  relations  and  friends;  the  mifieries 
of  £b  many  deftitute  funilies  ;  part  of^thefe  our  feUoiw-fub- 
ieSts  I  not  a  few  of  them  poffiblj  verj  dear  to  one  or  other 
of  us;  afecond  part  our  allies ;  the  reft  called  indeed  ene- 
jnies ;  but,  it  maj  be,  fcarce  any  of  them  in  &ult  for  diat 
eninit J,  how  much  foever  their  rulers  are ;  nmd  all  of  them, 
in  truths  our  brethren  ;  of  the  fame  blood,  and,  in  eflentials^ 
the  fame*  faith,  though  taught  them  with  a  mixture  of  daa* 
gerous  errvrs. 

Further  ilill :  war  not  only  weakens  and  afflifts  aooomu- 
nity  in  thefe  refpeds,  but  interrupts  the  fireedom  of  conv 
merce,  retards  the  propagation  of  knowledge,  prevents  ufidid 
improvements^  takes  of  the  public  attention  from  dcmieAit 
concerns,  fumiihes  occaiion  for  abufes,  obftruds  the  remedj 
/of  incottveniencies,  tiH  t}iey  grow  inveterate  and  hard  to  oure} 
in  ihort,  dilbrders  and  unhinges  the  whole  fyftem  of  civil  ^ 
&ixs.  Tlien  befides,  which  is  a  vaftly  more  alarming  eottfi* 
deration  yet,  all  the  time  that  hoftilxties  laft,  1^0  can  td 
how  they  Migr  end  ?  And  had  ours  ended,  as  they  eafly 
mi^t,  in  our  being  aihfolutely  overcome,  and  obliged  to  ac- 
cept the  vidors  terms,  what  would  they  have  been  i 

But  war  is  aifo  a  ftate  of  no  lefs  wickadnefs  than  calaaity 
«nd  terror.  Whenever  it  breaks  oi^t^  one  fide,  at  leaft,  mot 
have  afted  grievoufly  contrary  to  humanity  and  juflioe ;  coa- 
trary  too,  in  all  likdihood,  to  fokmn  treaties ;  and  that  from 
no  better  motives  than  littie  ^(Bntaonts,  groundlefc  or  di& 
taut  fiears,  eagemefs  of  gaining  uunete^ry  advantages,  icAr 
lefs  ambition,  falfe  glory,  or  wantonnefs  of  power.  To  fach 
ideteflable  idols  are  whole  armies  and  oflions  ddiberataly  ia- 
crifioed ;  though  every  fuflfering,  thus  xmufed,  is  a  facbooi 
crime,  and  every  d^ath  a  murder.  Nor  will  the  fide  whidi 
at  firft  is  more  innocent^  fail  in  the  ptiogreft  to  be  goSty  «f 
many  fixocking  tranfgreffions  in  cottmion  with  the  6dier.  Ik 
whole  body  of  a  people  are  iqpt  to  grow  iin Aaiif^Ue^  wafkf- 
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ingy  implaGaUe ;  and  the  foldiery  w31  plunge  of  eonxfe  into 
emekj,  xftpine^  profknenefs,  lewdn^fs,  intemperanoe  \  not  to 
add»  that  when  the  poor  wretches  hanre  ooce  changed  the  or- 
dinaxy  employments  oi  life  for  this,  they  will  be  ia  great 
danger  of  never  fettling  honeftly  and  foherly  to  dien&  again* 
Some  of  thefe  things^  to  worldly  or  inconfiderate  naindSf.  may 
appear  fmall  matters  :  but  every  benevolent,  or  merely  pru- 
dent perfott,  will  efteem  them  very  great  ones  \  and  eiwry 
|MDUS  heart  ^ill  moft  ferioufly  monniy  that  the  worthy  mtme^ 
tf  wtick  we  are  coiled,  is  blafphenud  among  tie  Gentiiex*, 
tfaxmigh  the  fins,  and  peculiarly  the  enmities,  of  tbofe  who 
prafefs  the  gofpel,  inflead  of  its  producing  that  glory  to  God^ 
peace. on  earth,  and  good  vnllamongft  men^  whofe  aagds  pro- 
daiwifid  at  our  Saviour's,  birth  f . 

.  Still  this  dreadful  evil,  big  with  fo  many  more,  becomes, 
by  1^  ob%inate  iniquity  of  men,  fomotimes.  unavoidable*  It 
mnft  be  the  wiU  of  the  common  Father  of  All,  that  fbcieftieSy 
as  "Vfell  as  fiagle  perfons,  be  reftrained  from  committing  ma- 
terial injuries,  elfe  deftruftive  ones  would  be  committed  per- 
petnally.  Now,  certainly  amicable  methods  are  to  bo  tried 
in  the  firft  pkce :  but  often  dw  only  efieftoal  method  oti^r^ 
ftramt  is  by  arms  ;  and  then  the  minffier  ofGod^  the  ftipreme 
power,  mnjl  not  bear  the /word  im  vain  %•  Often  again,  trea- 
made  to  fupport  allies^  if  nnjuftly  attacked,  are  prdbable 
of  preferring  peace  ;  and  when  that  proves  otherwiie, 
Che  aiSftances  prbmifed  muft  be  given,,  in  order  to  rdlore  it* 
But  above  all,  when  a  nation  is  dixeftiy  atucked  itfel^  de- 
fence 18  undeniably  neceffitry*  And  our  cafe,  in  the  hte  war, 
was  compounded  of  all  thefe*.  We  have  therefore  the  com- 
fort, diat  our  undertaking  it  was  juftifiabie  '^  and  our  manner 
of  carrying  it  on,  I  truft,  no  way  peculiarly  blameable.  But 
it  could  never  be  lawful  to  reftrfe  any  equkabk,  any  tolerable 
conditions  of  agreement,  for  putting  an  end  to  fo  much  guilt 
and  mifery.^  Whether  thofe  which  we  have  accepted  arc  de^^ 
firable,  is  not  a  queftion  to  be  difeufied  here.  You  have  de* 
cided  it  for  yourfelves  in  the  affirnuitsvey  by  joining  in  this 
morning's  fervice^  aod  the  people  in.  general  have  (hewn 
their  joyful  concortence  in  tha  fame  opinion.  If  feme  well- 
meaning 

a  Jamct  u.  7.    Hool  ii.  }4,         f  ^^^*  ^*  '4-  \  R«bi«  lui.  4* 
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meaning  and  able  perfons  hare  thongKt  otberwife,  diverfidcs 
of  judgments  are  always  to  be  eaqiefied  in  fuch  matters ;  and 
if  the  iU-wiihers  to  our  happjr  eftabliihment  are  forrj  and 
angryv  we  have  the  inore  reafon  to  be  glaA/  Let  as  tiiercAue 
proceed  to  obferve, 

\i,  liYx^t^^hhffing  of  peace  vsOo^t^i 
This  will  need  only  a  fhort  proofs  but  reqmres  a  mndi 
more  ferious  and  praftical  coafideration,  than  we  commonly 
allow  it.  Every  enjoyment  is  froni  his  bounty  ;  every  fnf- 
fering  his  infliSion.  The  whole  feries  of  caofes  and  eflfefis^ 
all  the  connexions  of  all  things^  were  originally  appointed^ 
and  are  continually  fuperintended  by  him.  He  brings  forti^ 
in  each  generation^  fuch  perfons  to  ad  according  to  dieir  owa 
free  choice,  their  various  parts  on  the  theatre  of  life,  as  he 
forefees  will  aafwer,  foaietimes  by  their  great  abilitfts  \siA 
good  difpofitions>  fometimes  by  the  contrary,  his  holy  pur* 
pofes  of  judgment  or  of  mercy.  And  the  influence  of  this 
one  arrangement  on  the  reftoration  of  our  prefeat  tranqoflh'* 
ty,  may  have  been^  and  probably  hath  been,  uhfpeakaUy 
great.  But  be  the  tempers^  qualifications^  and  defigns  of  meir 
what  they  will,  he  can,  unpereeived  by  themiielves,  pat 
thoughts  into  their  minds,  to  incite,  withhold,  divert  them  to 
another  objed,  juft  as  he  pleafes.  Then,  befides,  the  entire 
frame  of  inanimate  nature,  as  it  was  produced,  is  alfo  aduated 
by  him ;  and  he  coi4d,  by  its  original  formation,  or  can  now 
by  the  flighteft  change  in  the  fmalleft  part  of  it,  occafion,  obt 
ftrud,  alter  to  any  degree,  the  inoft  important  events.  Aad 
laftly,  the  fame  wife  and  gracious  motives^  which  induced  him 
to  make  the  world,  muft  certainly  induce  him  to  be  attentive 
to  it.  And  the  attention  of  an  infinite  mind  muft  comprehend 
the  regulation  of  tvttj  thing,  even  the  fioaalleft ;  but  afiairs,  | 
9f  fuch  momentous  confequence,  as  peace  and  war,  cannot 
fail  to  occupy  a  diftinguiihed  place  in  the  fcheme  of  provi* 
denoe.  ^ 

Thefe  deduAions  of  reafon,  our  condition  of  late  years  hatk 
obliged  me  more  than  once  to  lay  before  you  i  but  ftill  they  1 
need  to  be  inculcated.  Pajlages  of  fcripture  too,  confirming 
them,  I  have  produced  to  you  in  great  numKers ;  but  it  \i 
very  eafy,.and  would  to  Grod  it  were  not  neceflary,  to  add  yet 
more.  I  form  the  light  y  and  create  darinefs  ;  I  make  peace^, 
5        ■  .  W 


Sick.  CXXV.  miheGiJih/G^i.  393 

ttilff  truiii  iinf;  I  tte  Lard  do  all  thefi  ihtngi  *;  7%^  heaf^ 
^JtUgs  is  in  t%€  bakd  of  the  tord^  as  the  rivulets  of  water  : 
he  tiirketi  wbtiherfoevtr  be  willf.  7%#  Ldrd  ik  thy  ieefer^ 
tie  Lord  is  thy  defeme  upon  thy  right  bartdX.  And  on  the 
tontrmrj,  ShaU  there  hi  evil  in  the  city^  andjbe  Lord  bath 
not  done  it^f 

Frequentij  indeed  we  perceive  nb  marks  of  the  iaterpofi*. 
tion  of  God  M  what  JM^ed;  But  we  are  both  inadvertent  and 
Ihort-fighted ;  ignorant^  not  only  of  the  fecret  fprin^s  and 
materi*!  circttniftaiices  of  many  human  a&ions^  but  yet  more^ 
beyond  camparifony  of  prinbipal  purpofes  in  the  divine  ad- 
Ininiftration.  Tiet  thid  however  we  knoW,  that  he  id  ince& 
fantly  condnSing  the  affairs  df  the  prefent  world;  towards  d 
fdU  difplay  of  his  wifdom,  juftice  and  goodnefs,  in  the  hext  i 
thongli  oftefi  by  fteps  invilibte  to  out  eyes,  ahd  improbable  to 
imt  imagination!!;  JTor  bis  jftidgnuirts  are  Uftfearcbeaile^  and 
bis  nvays  fajl  fiuRhg  out  ||.  Therefore  in  Idl  things  we 
ikould  believe  a  Providence ;  but  in  many  we  may  JTee  it : 
and  very  plainly  in  our  SWn  cftfe^  tb  whom  trtie  ftfeligion  and 
liberty  have  been  fo  wonderftiUy  prefervedj  in  the  midft  of 
iach  imminient  dangeft  s  and  quiet  And  fafety  fo  nnexpededly 
reftored,  when  the  be^  of  man  was  confefledly  vmn  ^.  Nor 
did  God  only  b^ftow  the  blei&ng^  but  it  is  he  v^ho  continues 
it;  and  every  day's *^pcace,  ad  ifrcll  ad  every  day^  bread,  is  a 
gift  firom  him. 

Surdy  then  we  have  eaufe,  not  for  joy  cJbne>  but  thinkful^- 
nefs  too-,  froni  the  bottom  of  our  hearts*  And  if  we  ungrate*- 
fully  difownj  or  negligently  forget  the  author  of  our  happinefs, 
what  is  it  likelier^  what  is  it  fitter  he  fiiould  do,  than  deprive 
lis  of  it  again  ?  We  may  ^hink,  perhaps,  that  we  have  fully 
difcharged  o^ir  cbnfcicnces  towards  hiip  by  attendance  da  the 
prefent  folemnity.  And  God  grant  we  may  hear,  it  hath  been 
every  where  univerTally  attended.  But  fuppofing,  that  out-. 
\vard  acknowledgments  finely  are  downright  pageantry  and 
mockery,  i'lay^  inwArd  fenfe  of  obligation  along  with  them, 
if  it  bring  not  forth  fulkable  and  lafting  bbedtence,  is  irnpcr*. 
feft,  inefficacious*  ddufive  homage,  wbich  our  Maker  cannot 

Vol.  Ill;  3  ^  accept. 
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9ccept«  Het^m  is-  my/  Father  ghrified^-  faith  our  Uefled  Sft- 
viour,  that  ye  bear  much  fruit  *.  And  thus  we  are  t9  ander- 
ftand  that  awful  denunciatioa  .-'  If  fe  ^iU  not  hear,  and  i/ym 
wUl  not  lay  it  to  hearty  to  give  glory  mUo  my  nofne^foitb  the 
Lord.ofhojlsf  I  wifl  fen4  a  curfe  upon  yom^  and  I  witteveo 
curfe  your  blejffings  f.  Accordingly  the  text  very  dearly  in*- 
jtimateSy 

IIL  That  to  entitre  ourfelves  to  the  llejfngs  of  peace^  we 
muii  be  his  people  ;  own  his  authority  by  obferving  his  kws. 

Thd  praftke  of  r^irgion  and  virtue  makes  natioqs  iuduf- 
triouSy  frugal,  rich^  healthy^  populous,  unanimous^  puUic-fjpl- 
vlted,  feariefs  f  yet  at  the  fame  time,.  j,uft,  prudent,  friendly  ^ 
.which  are  the  very  qualities,  that  conftitute  them  formidahk 
enemies,  defirable  confederates^  inoieniive  ncigbboars ;  and, 
.fo  far  as  any  thing,  can,,  will  fecurc  them  peace..  But  wicked- 
jiefs  impoverifhes,  enfeebles,  difpirits,  depopulates,,  difunites; 
fxtinguiihes  concern  for  common  gpod,  inflames  felfifh  appe- 
tites and  paiBons  ^i  renders  men  ra(h  and  provoking,  yet  in- 
dolent and  defpicable«^  It  feems  hardly  needful  for  providence 
to  interpofe,  otherwife  than  \\  hath  done  in  the  original  w^ 
pointment  of  things^  to  exalt  a  peojde  of  the  former  charaAer, 
or  deprefs  one  of  the  latter.  But  when  k  is,  we  may  expeft 
it  to  be  done*  For  God  will  reward  what  he  loves^  punili 
what  he  bates.  And  though  his  recompences  are  neither 
perfeft  nor  proportionable,  they  are  real  and  confideraUe^ 
even  here.  Experience  hath  found  it :  fcripture  hath  foretold 
it.  The  yewi/b  nation  indeed  profpered  or  fofiered^  according 
to  their  doings,,  more  conftantly  and  equally  than  others*  Bat 
ftill,  not  only  tp^fe  things  happened  to  them  for  our  enfamples, 
and  are  written  for  our  admonition  t :  hut  in  the  fame  ages, 
.God  vifited  the  Heathen  alfo  for  their  iniquities  9  and  length* 
/tned  their  tranquillity  ^  when  they  broie  of  their  Jins  by  righ^ 
teoufnefs\.  Chriilian  ftates^  we  confefs,  as  they  were  not 
in  being,  are  not  mentioned  in  the  g^fpels  or  epifUes ;  but 
Codlinifs  hati  the  promife  ihtTG  of  the  life  that  Mnu  it^  as  wcB 
j^s  that  which  is  to  come  [| ;  and  the  Revelation  of  St.  yohn,  ^ 
prophetical  work,  defcribes  whole  kingdoms,  and  yet  larger 

portions 
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poFUont  cpf  the  eaitb,  as  tiBcfergobg  the  letrertft  of  temporal 
jodgmetitSy'^ioT  the  ubominMione  ^nMch  thej  had  oommitted. 
We  ought  to  lie  Jeefdj  affeAed  ^therefore  by  every  declara- 
iton  of.God^  parpofes  in  this  refpe£l  throughout  hb  word* 
And  the  ftnn  of  them  is  :  If  yt  he  VDiUing  tmd  ohedientyye 
JkaUeai  tie  good  oftiht  land^.  But  if  ye  refufe  and  rebels  ye 
fiall  be  devoured  mth  the  fwopd  :  far  the  moutb  of  the  Lord 
batbj^ienit*,        r- 

Which  then  is  our  cafe?    Ato -we  God^s  people?    Are  wef 

even  •  fenfiUe  what  that  phrafe  implies  ?     That  we  believey 

not  a  prefumptttotts  fcheme  of  falfdy-called  rational  Mligion^' 

fnc^Doi  by  o«r  fiEUicies,  but  the  fnyfiery  of  the  foJ^el\ :  that 

we  praftife,  not  arbitrary  fyftem  of  polite  motals,  indmlgently 

Bdaxed  to  fit  eafy  upon  our  inctinations,  but  aU  thofe  duties,^ 

lA  their  genmneftrifiteefs,  which  fj&f^ac«  ofGod^  that  brings 

etb/alvttitoH^  tfome  to  teacb  ;  denying  ungodlinefs  and  nvorldlj^ 

Ivfis,  living  foberfy,  rigbteoujly  and  godly  in  tbit  frefent  worlds 

and  looting  for  that  bleffed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearance 

of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jefits  Cbrift  i  whogav4 

bi^lffor  uif  that  be  might  redeeen  us  from  all  iniquity^  and 

peirify  unto  himfelfa  peculiar  people^  zealous  of  good  works  j; 

Do  we  know  ourfelves  by  this  piduiie  ?    Or  i^  not  the  very 

difierent  one^  which  1  have  fo  ofken  been  obliged  to  fet  before 

JOB,  ftiU  our  true  refemblanoej    Are  we  not  regardlefs  in 

general^  both  of  a  prefent  providence  «nd  of  future  rewards  ? 

Have  not  flaany  of  413  caft  off  with  feom^  and  moft  of  us  con- 

tribttted  to  loofen,  thofe  ties  c€  faidi  and  worlhip^  which  i|i 

eveiy  country  eUe^  and  in  this  tiU  of  late,  have  always  been. 

heMnece&ry,  even  toetvil  welfare?     They,  who  have  not 

rejefted  religion,  d^  they  not  however^  numbers  of  then\  flight 

the  ezerdfes  of  it,  wheUy  in  private,  and  to  a  great  degree  in 

public  ?     Nay,  fuch  ^  appear  pretty  regidar  in  them,  audi 

feem  to  have  a  real  fenfe  of  piety,  have  they  any  seal  for  it, 

and  ferrow  for  the  decay  -c^  it  ?     Do  they  not  fed  and  ezprefa 

Bore  diflike  and. contempt  of  thofe  whom,  they  think,  and 

perhaps  but  think,  rigbuons  overmuch  §,  than  of  the  moft 

Ihoughtlefs  about  their  fpiritual  ftate,  not  to  &y,  the  moft 

3D  a  abai^don^? 
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Itbaadflmed  ?  Art  w«  not  in  etmsitn  bfb  diflol^tOy  cxfie&frir^ 
negligent  of  our  iiffaars»  our  £^Bilie#|  our  yerj  ctuldwi,  aC 
leaft  in  the  moft  impprtwt  pomt^  tbeir  principkf ;  OT^rnm 
j>7  an  epidemic  t^p^  lot  hourly  pleafiiies  and  .amttfemeDtSy 
with  an  utter  contempt  of  cQnfe^ueaices ;  whifb,  af^er  infeS* 
ing  a^moft  ^niyerfaUy  tl|e  upper,  and  next  (o  them  the  piiddle 
part  of  the  world,  is  jearlj  fpr^adiitg  wider  amoiig  thofe, 
whofe  parfimonj  and  ufeful  induftry  is  the  wealth  of  the  Qa^ 
tioQ  I  .Are  we  not  alfo  in  Qi|r  political  capacitiea,  hiyw  icre. 
^oneileabij  foeyer  w?  differ,  lamentaUjr  alike  \  yoid  of  reire* 
Tence  (o  autibpritj,  (uhordint^t^  /pr  fap^eoie )  attentive  ohielyj 
|f  not  mijf  to  lelfiib  or  party  conftderatioqa,  ▼amiibosl  over 
with  tranfps^rent  pretiences  of  publid  good ;  'vehement  about 
MifputaUe  matten,  unconcerned  about  e^fefledly  a^feflbij 
pnes ;  each  denomination,  each  order  and  rank»  bitrerlj  ac? 
cufing  the  other,  and  Houq  ever  thinkpg  in  eameft  to  amend 
thentfelyes  \  extremely  afraid  of  hurting  liberty  by  reftraia- 
ing  wickedneis,  but  not  at  aU  of  being  undone  by  indulgisg 
it ;  wonderfully  jealous  of  the  power  of  Qcir  ow^  chorch^ 
which  hath  and  de^r^  Ifla,  than  ever  any  ofhcr  in  any  age; 
but  perfe^y  eafy  about  the  daily  groi^h  of  Popary,  tho  moft 
jryrannical  empire  oyer  foul  an^  body  that  can  be,  and  tbe 
moft  peeuliorly  formidable  to  tbia  country  I  Mj  ^•^  i* 
footijb^  ibey  hmt  not  invxvn  me;  thty  mr§  tui/e  to  do  ovil^  hi 
fo  do  good  thij  have  no  uadn^^mding  ^. 

Gan  fnch  a  nation  hope  for  the  ftyour  of  providence} 
Clould  it  fiouriib,  even  w^re  0^^  no  Providence  ^  Evidently 
it  is  imppiBUe.  Sentiments  of  religion  anij|  virtue  ort  th) 
fiseda  of  all  happinefs,  the  fecurity  in  all  dan^r,  tb^  fupport 
in  all  afflifti<m.  Tbefe  are  decaying  ap^ice,  md  wearing  quico 
out.  Habits  pf  prudence^  formed  by  a  carcfol  edocatioB, 
might  in  fpme  poor  mpafure  fupplj  their  place.  But  w« 
have  them  not*  In  trifles  indeed  we  arc  brfd  up  (o  a  ftriA 
^fervance  of  rules  and  forms  and  faihions  j  but  in  posnts  of 
fonfequence  eyery  one  is  left,  from  his  early  youth,  to  do  as 
he  pleafes  ;  and  they  moft,  w^ofo  example  will  be  moft  £dL 
lowed.  Gfeneral  diilike  and  flxame,  howeyer,  might  reftraii| 
perfonSy  when  they  come  out  into  the  world^  from  fevera} 

vices, 
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yieest  ^pinA  whick  fbej  had  iw  prefcrvadve  bcfftr»«  But 
vidi  i»^  dMTc  are  &^  vices  or  aone  of  which  anj  faodj  meed^ 
he  afliuDeil :  (he  meA  nototicyiif^  guilty  of  die  worft,  are  as 
wdl  received  in  all  places^  if  not  better,  than  other  perfbns. 
Yet^  enn  in  fttdi  a  flate,  ilriA  laws,  'vigorouilj  excscuted^ 
jntght  deter^  at  leaft  from  the  more  immediatelj  mifiehievous 
eriioes.  Qnt  t|re  are  deftitnte  pf  thi«  guard  adib.  A  great 
part  vf  oar  laws,  ffom  the  univerfsl  remiflbeft  of  the  times^ 
are  (caroe  executed  at  all ;  tiod^  from  the  iiature  of  ot|r  con- 
Bitscion,  cannot  be  eteciijedfo  e&ftnaUy  as  where  power  i^ 
Ie&  boifiidrd.  Btill  thie  confilttttioa^  with  its  many  defefts, 
ffpecially  i^n^r  a  ptince,  who,  God  be  thanked,  moft  por^ 
diaH^  vifliea  the  oDntinuanCe  and  impjrpvement  of  that  and 
jiTery  l^ivantage  to  his  fiibjeftSf  amply  compenfate9  for  Ixiany 
kiooiiTcoienctes,  and  pr^fisrvea  many  Talnable  privil^es  not 
ciijoye4  elfrwfaere.  Bnt  then  fodi  inw^  diforders  muft  by 
d^rees  ^npaif  and  nndermine  it^  till  at  length  h  will  fall  s 
poffibly  the  foonerf  the  fnore  fafely  we  think  we  can  follow 
cor  own  devices.    Peaee  may  he  no  bleffing  to  fncb  as  will 

,  idmfe  it ;  and  the  Ccriptnre  hath^  told  vs  long  ago,  that  tie 
prafftritj  of  fools  fiaU  dffiroy  thinu  ^ev  all,  it  'would 
be  Cntoedking,  if  when  we  bad  reduced  ourfelves  to  the  fame 
ttmditkm  with  the  reft  of  the  world,  in  point  of  freedom  at 
bome,  fay  our  nnworthineis  aod  incapacity  of  it,  we  had  a 
profpe£(  remaining  of  fecurity  from  abroad.  Other  nations^ 
aeither  free  nor  j^irtiUHiSi  though  internally  iniferable  on 
both  apconntSi  continne  for  a  fime,  perhaps  a  confiderable 

*  one^  to  anfwer  purpofes  of  God's  wiidom,  eternally  potent^ 
courted  aod  dreaded*  But  what  confolation  can  we  draw 
from  hence,  exhaufted  fmd  buidened  as  we  are  j  with  fo  Uttle 
to  hope,  as  experience  hath  Ihewn  us,  even  from  the  friendiir 
licr  part  of  our  neighbours  ;  and  fo  much  to  apprebeod  from 
the  neareft  and  moft  powerful,  who  bath  repeatedly  attempt- 
pi  onr  d^ftruftion ;  whofe  ftrengtb,  in  the  only  weak  artidci^ 

,  will  be  reexuited  with  zeal  and  indignation  $  to  whoCe  defigns 
ve  haTC  always  been  the  chief  obftacle,  and  whole  fucceis  ii| 
them  muft  be  fatal  ^oth  to  <>ur  religious  and  civil  interefts  ? 

Think  not  that  /  am  become  your  entmy^  becavfe  I  tell  you 

tffc  tnUi^.    Would  God  it  would  permit  mc  to  fay  every 

^  tiling 
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thing  that  ivas  {leafing  to  you.  Thiak  not  diat  I  delight^ 
or  even  mean,  to  foretel  evil ;  I  mean  onlj  to  cantioB  jd» 
againft  it.  And  who  ihall  or  will,  if  the  minuets  of  Ged^s 
word  do  not  ?   And  what  mnft  follow  ?  /  have  foen^  faith  he 

Jlrengtbm  the  bands  ofenU  doert^  thai  none  doth  retmtnfrvm 
its  v)ichedntfs.  ^tbsy  fay  unto  tbtm  that  defptft  nu,  72tf  Ltnrd 
bath/aid^  Ts  ftfoU  have  ^ac9  ,-  tmto  every  onr  that  waUetb  k 
the  imagination  of  bis  vwn  hearty  no  evil  fiail  come  t^tnyau* 
Sebotd  a  whirlwind  of  the  Lord  it  gone  forth  infnry  :  itJUl 

Jolt  grievoufly  on  the  bead  of  the  wicked^    But  if  they  had 

fiood  in  my  counfelj  and  canfed  my  .people  to  hear  my  wardtf 
then  they  fbctdd  have  turned  them  from  their  evil  wey  ^•. 
Think  not,  however,  fuch  language  might  be  fpaxied  on  dii$ 
daj  of  rejoicing.  It  might  fo  indeed,  had  we  either  been  hi* 
therto  innocent,  or  were  now  duly  penitent :  but  being  fioch, 
as  God  knows  we  are,  admonition  of  our  fiiults  is  indifpcn*- 
fablj  necefiarj,  to  excite  oor  tfaankfulnelk,  that  we  are  not 
puttiihed  in  proportion  to  them  \  and  warning  of  oar  dangers, 
to  remind  us  of  proving  our  gratitude,  by  that  obedieaoa 
which  alone  will  obtain  u»  protefiion^  Would  we  but  vukt 
this  ufe  of  the  prefent  folemnity,  dien  it  would  be  a  day  of 
gladnefs  indeed;  a  day  much  to  be  oiferved  tmto  the  lord 
through  all  our  generations  j-^  for  laying  the  only  grouud^woik 
of  public  happinefs.  And  therefiore  I  muft  repeat  to  yon,  m 
the  condufion  of  this  war,  what  I  eameftlf  recommended  to 
your  confideration  at  the  beginning  of  it,  that  when  jffa, 
king  of  yudah,  was  returning  borne,  both  with  peace  and 
vidory,  the  prophet  jiu^triab  went  out  to  nuet  him^  andfaH 
Hear  ye  me^  jifa^  and  all  yudab  and  Benfamin :  Itbe  Lord  is 
with  you^  while  ye  be  with  him  .*  and  ifyejeei  Utn^  he  vnUk 

found  of  you  i  but  ifyeforfake  bim^  be  wUlforfakt  yonX* 

Other  methods  to  fupport  a.  tottering,  or  raife  a  fiakiac 
fiate,  without  reformation,  frequently  overturn  it ;  and  at 
beft  are  only  palliatives,  temporary  expedients,  to  ddajt 
little  its  final  ruin,  ^hus  faith  the  Lord  ofb^s^  Ttbey  boot 
healed  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  fUghtly^  f^Pt^ 


•  Jer.  zxiiL  X4,  z;,  19,  %%,  \  Exo4.  jul  ^u 

I  %  ChroxL  sL  J,  2. 


1 


Stt:  CXXV.        '^rftifi  Gift  d/God.  599 

t^Ofty  ptaet^  Vilnfi  there  u  ii»  peace  K  ^efe  ii  no  peace,  faiii 
my  Gody  to  the  wicked  \.  And  not  only  the,  facred  writings 
]iave.£add  this^  but' Heathens  have  faid  it,  who  knew  them 
Bot4  Infidels  have  faid  it»  who  regard  them  not^  innumerable 
fii^  have  proclaimed  it  in  ervery  age»  Kut  above  all,  it  holds 
ia  limited  governments  like  ours.  There  mnft  be  puhlie  vir« 
me,  or  thej  cannot  ftaod.  There  muft  be  private  virtue,  or 
there  cannot  be  public*  There  mull  be  religion^. or  there  can 
be  neither.  There  mufl  be  tru^  religion,  or  thepe  will  b# 
iaife.  There  mnft  be  attendance  on  God*s  worfldp,  or  diere 
will  be  no  relig)pn  at  all.  Not  four  jears  ago,  it  was  uni* 
verfally  doubted  whether  we  had  .principle  enough,  of  anj 
kind,  left,  to  make  an  effort  for  the  prefervation  of  every 
thiag  valuable  to  us.  Moft  happily  more  appeared  than  was 
espe&ed.  Yet  God  knows  how  it  had  proved,  if  the  trial 
had  gone  but  a  little  further*  And  for  God's  fake  let  us 
provide,  as  much  as  ever  we  can,  againft  the  next.  How  foon 
it  may  happen,  is  beyond  human  forefight.  But  in  the  mean 
while;  we  have  fome  leifure,  not  only  for  perfonal  amend- 
ment, which  is  equally  poffible  in  all  feafons,  but  for  concert^ 
iagfchemes,  and  executing,  as  well  as  framing,  laws  fer  pub- 
lic reformation.  In  war,  many  things,  confeffed  to  be  right 
and  neceflary,  are  put  off,  becaufe  the  attention  muft  be  con- 
fined to  the  immediate  danger.  And  if  they  are  put  ofi^  in 
peace  too,  becaufe  there  is  no  immediate  danger,  when  are 
they  to  be  minded  \  and  what  wiU  be  the  cqnfequence  if  they 
never  are  ?  • . 

I  wonld  by  no  nMans  excite  a  rafh  and  ignorant  zeal,  to  be 
meddling  where  we  fee  not  to  the  bottom  of  things  ;  much 
leis  a  faftious  one,  to  cramp  and  embarrafs,  difquiet  and  in- 
flame. Thefe  pradices  muft  be  hurtful ;  they  may  be  per- 
nicious $  and  the  firft  article  in  true  patriotifm  is  confcien- 
tiouliy  abftaining  from  them.  Taking  unwarrantable  fte^ps, 
in  oppofition  to  fuch  as  we  may  think,  whether  too  haftily  or 
not,  bad  men  and  bad  meafures,.  is  only  introducing  addition- 
al wickednefs  of  our  own,  and  giving  others  a  pretence  for 
continiHUg,  and  even  increafing  their^.  Or  fhould  we  fucceed 
againft  them,  yet  fuch  as  a£t  ill  to  get  power  to  ad  well,  fel- 

'  dom 
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iom  ot  fic^erufe  it  to  iiiat  t^ur(i^,  xAasxi  thej  Iutm  x^  lAat* 
ilT<er  diey  maj  intend  befbtcSiaiid. 

Ill6  mk  that  iS|  that  each  pet^orm  Itis  wu  dutj  fteadilj 
and  calmly ;  te}oice^  and  ackncrwled^  it  wHK  thankfaln^, 
«rfi6a  otbets  perfemi  thrift ;  and  be  Terj  moderate^  ^drlieii  lie 
ftpprettttkb  they  overlook  or  ttanfgrefs  it ;  endenrour  ttf  tec* 
tify  whaY  is  wi^ong^  fb  ftf  as  it  bcJotigs  ib  his  fUtioB ;  Int 
ii#tr^  0Mirtifi  Bimfelf  intiiaHiers  vtSich  art  too  kigi  for  hm^^ 
nor  wateh  more  foUcitonfly  oVer  the  conduft  of  the  ftafie  thai 
bVer  Ml  own  heart  and  life.  He  that  n^gle&s  the  latter,-  will 
feldom  be  thoroughly  in  eameft^  and  feldonuBt  yet  impdrdsd^* 
about  the  former  \  or  though  his  ivete,  will  have  din^h  kB 
weight  than  a  better  mail.  The  one  is  ineumbent  on  tia  allj 
the  other  on  very  few  \  in  the  one  we  need  never  iniftake  of 
fail,  in  the  other  we  mull  freqticntly.  Thercffore  let  os  ear- 
tutKLf  pray  Jhr  the  peace  ofyerufatem^  ;  btit  remember,  fliat 
the  fnreft  way  <rf  feeking  to  do  k  further  good  J^  is  firil  t6  be 
at  peace  ourfelves  with  G6d  and  with  ifaen. 

Preffing  you  to^eneral  reformation^  as  the  means  6f  gene- 
ral happinefs,  may  feem  a  very  hcpelels  expedient ;  biit  ii  H 
the  only  one  which  Heaven  hath  pointed  Out,  or  win  Uefs. 
Whether  jrott  will  make  ufe  of  h,  depends  on  youHcJves; 
We  are  charged^  l^ore  Gbd^  arid  the  Lord  JefiU  Chri/t,  wh 
Jball  judge  the  quid  and  the  dead  at  his  appearing  and  his 
Jkingdom,  to  preach  the  word ;  be  ihjlant  in  feufon^  out  offea* 
fon  ;  repro^e^  rebuke ,  exhort^  ivith  all  Ibng'-Jhffering  and  doC' 
trine  \.  We  do  accordingly,  as  anAaJfadors  for  Cbrifl^  ei 
though  God  did  hefeech  you  by  Us,  pray  you  in  Chri/Ps  Jleadi 
Be  ye  reconciled  to  God  \\  :  and  when  we  have  doht  fi>,  wi 
have  delivered  our  fouls  \ ;  but  We  beg  yotr  think  of  your 
own.  The  fewer  will  amend,  the  more  ne^  there  Ji  that  we 
ihould  add  to  the  number.  Our  doing  it  may  be  of  kHot  be«' 
aefit  to  others,  we  know  not  how  great  %  but  at  leaft  wiH  fcc 
infinitely  beneficial  to  6urfelves.  Wc  fliall  be  happy  what* 
ever  they  be  :  happy,  even  at  prcfent ;  though  left  tihail  if 
dl  ivere  fo.  Probably,  indeed^  when  limes  of  trouble  comc^ 
ire  &all  fuSer  with  them  \  but  podiUy  not^  of  however  not 
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ib  much  as  we  apprehend :  For  the  Lord  inoweth  how  to'  de-^ 
liver  the  Godly  out  of  temptation  *.  Or  if  he  determine  other- 
wife,  he  will  enable  us  to  hear  it\:  zxAfuffering  now  accord- 
ing  to  his  will  Xj  is  a  title  to  more  enjoyment  in  a  better  lifb. 
This  world  is  not  our  main  concern.  They,  who  take  it  for 
their  portion,  will  be  every  one  anxioufly  providing  for  his 
own  feparate  advantage  in  it;  and  confequently  every  one 
injurious  to  his  neighbours,  and  uneafy  in  himfelf ;  but  let 
itlicity  hereafter  be  the  point  in  view,  and  tranquillity  here 
will  be  the  refult.  ^e  peace  of  God^  which  paffeth  all  under^ 
fiandingjfhail  keep  our  hearts  and  minds  through  Jefus  Chrift\* 
£ven  if  we  fuffer,  not  only  in  common  with  others,  but  more 
than  others  ;  if  we  are  defpifed,  hated,  ill  treated,  for  what 
ought  to  procure  us  honour  a^d  friendftiip^  our  piety,  inte- 
grity, regularity  ;  ft  ill  the  fpirit  within  us  will  fupport  us  ; 
M3t  Jhall  receive  an  hundredfold  now  in  this  time^  with  perfecu- 
tioas ;  and  in  the  world  to  come^  eternal  life  || ./  Say  ye  to 
the  righteous^  that  it  Jhall  he  well  with  him :  for  ^  they  fbaU 
eat  the  fruit  of  their  doings.  Woe  unto  the  wicked^  it  JhaU 
be  ill  with  him :  for  the  reward  of  his  hands  Jhall  be  given 
bim  % 

Doubtlefs  good  perfons  will  be  forry,  as  they  have  caufe, 
for  whit  the  public  muft  undergo,  unlefs  reformation  prevent 
it.  But  at  the  fame  tiriie  they  will  acquiefce,  as  they  have 
caufe,  with  entire  complacency,  in  the  juftice  of  providence ;  . 
and  the  more,  as  the  fevered  difpenfations  of  it  are  bringing 
forward  continually,  though  by  unfeen  ways,  that  blefled  ft  ate 
of  things,  even  on  this  earth,  of  which,  however  elfe  impro- 
bable in  itfelf,  the  attributes  of  God  afford  us  hope ;  and  his 
prophets,  ^affurance.  Nay,  thofe  nations  themfelves,  whom, 
by  his  puniihments,  he  makes  miferable  for  being  bad,  may 
by  that  very  mifery  be  made  good,  and  then  happy.  /  wUl 
have  in  the  midjl  of  thee ^  faith  God  to  Jerufalemy  an  affiiBed 
and  poor  people^  and  they  Jhall  trujl  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
The  remnant  of  If rael Jhall  not  do  iniquity,  nor  fpeak  lies.     It 

Vol.  III.  3  K  follows, 
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follows,  T%eyjhall'feed  and  lie  dovin^  and  nontJbaU  mate  them 
afraid  *• 

Such  -a  cure,  though  cffeSed  by  fuch  difcipline,  would  be 
an  unfpetkable  bleffing.     But  furely  wc  are  not  rcfoWed, 
that  no  other  fliall  do.     God  is  trying  at  prefent  milder  me- 
thods ;  and  the  language  of  his  proceedings  is,  Howjballl 
give  thee  up^  Ephraim  ?     Howjball  I  deliver  thee^  Ifrael  / — 
Mine  heart  is  turned  within  me,  my  repentings  are  kindled  to^ 
gether  f-     But  ftill  in  the  midft  of  his  mercies,  his  threatcn- 
ings  remain  in  full  force  ;  and  we  have  a  folemn  warning, 
4hat  if  when  we  bear  the  words  of  bis  curje,  we  lleft  ow- 
felves,  and  Jay  ^  we  Jha2l  have  peace  y  though  we  walk  in  tb^  ima* 
gination  of  our  hearts  ; — the  Lord  will  not  fpare  Us,  but  bis 
anger  and  his  jealoufy  Jball  fmoke  againjl  us  ;  and  all  the  cuT" 
Jesy  that  are  written  in  his  boqky  Jhall  lie  upon  us  J.     For  \ 
Jong  time  wc  feemed  to  think,  that  we  might  fecurcly  troft 
.  in  our  own  wealth  and  flrength,  our  own  policy  and  bravery, 
let  us  behave  to  our  Maker  as  we  would.     He  hath  given  us, 
through  a  courfe  of  years,  ample  conviftion  pf  our  millakc,  if 
any  thing  will  convince  us  ;  and  he  hath  given  us  now  time 
to  aft  upon  that  conviftion.     Let  us  therefore  at  length  en- 
title ourfelves  to  truft  in  him  :  turn  our  minds  to^fear  Cod, 
honour  the  king y   love  the  brotherhood \y  that  is  the  public; 
ccafe  from  our  profane  diicourfcji  our  unbelieving  prcfump- 
tion,  our  uncharitable  contentions,  our  felfifli  projefts,  our 
diflblute  pleafures,  oi^r  idle  amufements,  our  faihionable  af- 
feftations,  our  deftruftive  expences  :  beg  pardon  of  our  guilt, 
through  Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  affiftanc^  of  our  weaknefs,  through 
the  fpirit  of  grace :  govern  our  lives  by  the  rules  of  the  gof- 
pel  J  and  both  awe  and  cheer  ourfelves  by  continual  thoughts 
of  that  day^  when  God  will  judge  the  world  in  rigbteoujntjsy  ly 
that  man,  whom  he  hath  ordained  ||.     All  this  is  the  indifpenf- 
ftble  duty  of  every  one,  were  he  to  be  fingle  in  perfonnicg 
it;  there  are  fome,  God  be  thanked,  who  praftife  it  now; 
the  addition  of  a  few,  that  would  be  exemplary,  might  wia 
many  more ;  and  were  b^t  the  imitation  general,  hear  the 

promife 
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promife  made  to  it,  Ti>us  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer ^  the 
Holy  Oneoflfrael:  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  which  teacheth 
thee  to  profit  ;  which  leadeth  thee  by  the  way,  that  thoufhould^ 
ejl  gOm  O  that  thou  wouldejl  hear'ken  to  my  commandments  : 
tbenjho'uld  thy  peace  he  as  the  rivfr  ;  and  thy  righteoufnefs  as 
the  ^vaves  of  the  fea  *. 

•  Ifa.  xlviii.  17, 18* 
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The  Advantage  of  a  Right  Education. 


Deut.  xxxii.  46,  47. 

jind  he  /aid  unto  themy  Set  your  hearts  unto  all  the  words, 
which  I  tejlify  among  you  this  day  ;  which  ye  Jhatt  com- 
mand your  children  to  ohjer'ot  to  do  all  the  words  0/  this 
law. 

For  it  is  not  a  vain  thing  Jor  you  :  Eecaufe  it  is  your  lift ; 
and  through  this  thing  ye  Jball prolong  your  days  in  the  land 
whither  ye  go  over  Jordan  to  pojfefs  it. 

nPHESE  words  contain  the  laft  exhortation,  which  Mofes^ 
the  great  founder  of  the  ^ewijh  ftate,  gave  his  country- 
men, on  the  very  day  wherein  he  had  notice  of  his  approach- 
ing death.  He  had  freed  them,  with  infinite  danger  to  him- 
felf,  from  Egyptian  tyranny,  and  the  worfe  bondage  of  idola- 
try and  fuperftition  :  he  had  received  for  them,  from  God's 
own  mouth,  fuch  laws  of  life,  as  in  their  circumftances  were 
moft  conducive  to  virtue  and  happinefs :  thefe  he  had  deli- 
vered to  his  people,  eftablifhed  on  the  fureft  foundation  of  re- 
gard ;  aSeftionate  reverence  to  the  objeft  of  all  duty,  and  au- 
thor of  all  good:  he  had  laboured,  with  infinite  patience, 
through  a  long  courfe  of  years,  to  cultivate  in  them  this  im- 
portant principle  of  religious  obedience  ;  and  now,  drawing 
near  to  the  clofe  of  a  life  fpent  in  their  fervice,  he  recomxnciids 

it 


See.  CXXVI.  Hie  jidvantage^  &c.  4^5 

It  again,  firft,  with  all  the  force  of  amoft  perfuafive  eloquence, 
and  afterwards  by  every  charm  that  poetry  itfelf  could  add  j 
fetting  happinefs  and  mifery  before  them,  in  an  ode  of  divine 
fnblimity  and  fpirit,  Tvhich  they  are  commanded  by  Heaven 
to  learn  themfelves,  and  teach  their  pofterity.  This,  there- 
fore, he  communicates  in  a  folemn  manner  to  the  whole  con*- 
gregation,  as  the  conclufion  of  all  his  cares  for  them ;  and  then 
takes  his  final  leave  in  the  exhortation  of  the  text,  confirming 
once  more  at  his  death  the  importance  of  thofe  precepts  which 
he  had  been  giving  them  through  his  whole  life.  Set  yowr 
hearts  J  XSc* 

Their  own  obfervance  of  God's  law  was  fecuring  the  feli- 
city of  one  generation  only  ;  but  educating  their  children  in 
religion  and  virtue,  this  was  perpetuating  bleflings  to  eadi 
part  of  the  fociety  and  to  the  whole  ;  lading  profperity  and 
peace  in  the  good  land  they  w6re  going  to  poiTefs  \  and  ia 
that  better  country  *,  of  which  it  was  an  emblem,  Hife  for 
evermore  \* 

The  words  afford  then  a  juft  occafion  for  fpeaking, 

I.  Of  the  advantages  of  right  education  ;  and, 

II.  The  duty  of  endeavouring  that  thefe  advantages  may 
be  obtained. 

I.  The  advantages,  and  indeed  neceflity,  of  right  education. 

Other  creatures  arrive,  without  their  own  care,  at  the 
fmall  perfedion  of  which  they  arc  capable,  and  there  ftop : 
but  the  whole  of  man's  exiftence,  that  appears,  is  a  ftate  of 
difcipline  and  progreiCon.  Youth  is  his  preparation  for  ma- 
turer  years  ;  this  whole  life  for  another  to  come.  Nature 
^ives  the  abilities  to  improve  ;  jDut  the  adual  improvement 
we  are  to  have  the  pleafure  and  the  reward  of  giving  our- 
felves  and  one  another.  Some  minds,  indeed,  as  fome  foils, 
may  be  fruitful  without  cultivation  ;  others  barren  with  it ; 
but  the  general  neceffity  is  the  fame  in  both  cafes  ;  and  in 
both,  the  richeft,  and  moll  capable  of  producing  good  fruit, 
will  be  over-run,  if  neglefted,  with  the  rankeft  and  worit 
weeds. 

Noiw,  the  only  univerfal  precaution  that  can  be  in  this 
xefpefty  Chriftianity  hath  furoiibed,  by  introducing  a  ftated 

method 
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method  of  inftruftioa  ilnknown  before  ;  which,  joined  with 
the  parents  private  care,  is,  to  the  generality  of  mankind, 
fufficient  for  the  purpofes  of  intelleftual  and  m^ral  improve- 
ment. But  to  perfons  of  more  extenfive  influence,  a  more 
particular  and  appropriated  inftitution  is  neceflarj,  for  the 
worWs  fake  as  weU  as' their  own.  This,  with  regard  to  the 
teachers  of  religion,  men  almoft  without  exception  ackoow. 
ledge  ;  but  too  commonly  forget  it  in  another  cafe,  of  no  lefs 
iitiportance ;  theirs,  I  mean,  whofe  authority  is  to  enforce  the 
laws  of  conduft,  and  whofe  example  is  to  lead  the  way  in  life. 
Here  fometimes  a  wrong  care,  often  an  imperfeft  one,  is  ta- 
ken  by  the  fondeft  parents.  The  outward  accomplifhmeots 
and  decencies  of  behaviour  they  teach  them  with  great  exaft- 
nefs,  and  do  well ;  but  then,  without  the  leaft  further  prov*- 
fion,  fend  them  abroad  into  the  fcbool  of  the  world,  there  to 
learn  what  they  can.  The  confequence  is,  what  muft  natu- 
rally bS  expefted :  trifles  and  follies,  ever  re^dieft  at  hand, 
and  befl  fuited  to  the  unjudging  mind,  get  firft  into  pofieffioo ; 
and,  in  many,  leave  place  for. nothing  elfe  to  enter.  Such, 
unqualified  for  the  valuable  emplo3rments  of  life,  muft  lofc 
their  days  in  the  low  amufements  of  a  falfe  and  effeminate  | 
politenefs  ;  hoping  for  no  higher  a  charafter,  than  a  fet  of 
creatures,  equally  contemptible,  can  give  one  another  by  mu-  i 
tual  admiration  ;  and  happy,  after  aU,  if  they  chance  to  pre- 
ferve  ah  innocent  worthlclSnefs.  ' 

But  fuppofe  room  left  for  fome  attention  to  knowledge,  not 
even  the  forms  of  decent  carriage,  though  obvious  things,  are     i 
fully  learnt  without  regular  application  ;  what  fort  of  ac-     ' 
quaintance  then  with  fcierice  muft  that  be,  which  is  picked 
up  occaiionally  and  by  accident  ?    A  thorough  one  indeed  we 
muft  judge  it,  were  the  firft  appearance  to  determine  us ;  that 
air  of  fuflSciency,  with  which  a  perfon  thus  educated  for  the 
moft  part  delivers  his  fentiments.     But  if  we  examine,  as  the 
world  will,  what  is  under  this  appearance  to  fupport  it,  then 
a  mind   is  difcovered,   thoughtlefsly  perfuaded  of  its  own 
knowledge,  where  it  is  very  ignorant,  and  afteAing  know-    ■ 
ledge,  even  though  it  is  confcious  of  having  none :  firft  mak- 
ing haftily  whatever  determination  is  faftiionable,  about  quef- 
dons  half  underftood,  and  not  at  all  confidered,  be  their  im- 
portance what  it  will ;  and  then  going  on  immediately  to  ad 

upon 
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ttpon  this  determination,  without  the  leaft  diffidence,  or  €he 
kaft  thought  what  the  laws  of  human  aAions  are ;  unmoved 
bj  reafon,  and  fcorning  it ;  but  changing  frequently  on  mere 
fancy;  and  fluduating  through  life  without  rule  or  guide^ 
from  fhe  forward  extravagances  of  a  profligate  joutb^  to  the 
end  of  an  early  and  defpicable  old  age. 

The  benefits  of  converfi^tion  greatly  depend  on  the  previ- 
ous attainments,  both  of  thofe  who  are  fuppofed  to  commu- 
nicate knowledge  and  to  receive  it.  If  therefore  inftru6tion 
be  neglected,  converfation  will  grow  trifling ;  if  perverted, 
dangerous.  Still,  acquaintance  with  the  world,  however  cor«- 
rupted,  may  be  an  ufeful  part  of  education  ;  but  then  it  muft  , 
be  the  laft.  It  gives  a  beautiful  polifh  ;  but  of  this  the  beft 
prepared  mind  will  be  the  mod  fufceptible.'  It  teaches  many 
things  ;  but  good  or  bad,  according  as  the  learner  is  qualified 
to  diftinguifli.  He  whom,  improved  good  fenfe  hath  enabled 
to  obferve  upon  common  praftice,  will  extrad  wifdom  and 
virtue  from  the  vices  and  follies  of  mankind :  but  fuch  as  are 
Ignorant,  and  capable  only  of  imitating,  will  of  courfe  admire 
the  worft  of  what  they  fee  ;  and  be  the  more  eSedually  ruin- 
td,  the  more  they  aim  to  be  accompliflied.  It  is  therefore  a . 
mercilefs  thing  to  throw  out  poor  creatures,  unprincipled  in 
what  is  rights  to  fhift  for  themfelves,  where  fo  much  wrong 
is  to  be  leamt« 

Regular  cultivation  of  the  underftandlng  then  is  what  good 
education  begins  with.  The  earlieft  branch  of  this,  acquaint- 
ance with  ufeful  languages,  unlocks  the  treafures  of  ancient 
learning,  and  makes  the  improvements  of  every  age  and  cli-  . 
mate  our  own.  Then  the  politer  parts  of  literature  moll 
agreeably  open  the  faculties,  and  form  the  tafte  of  young  per- 
fons  ;  adorn  our  difcourfe,  and  endear  our  company^  in  riper 
years ;  give  a  grace  to  wifdom  and  virtue  j  relieve  the  fa- 
tigue of  our  bufy  hours,  and  elegantly  fill  up  the  leifure  of 
^ur  vacant  >ones.  At  the  fame  time  the  art  of  juft  reafoning 
opportunely  comes  in,  to  curb  the  licence  of  imagination,  and  ^ 
direft  its  force  -,  to  fix  the  foundations  of  fcience  ;  afcertain 
the  degrees  of  probability,  and  unveil  fpecious  error.  With 
this  guide  we  proceed  furely.  Knowledge  of  nature  opens 
the  univerfe  to  our  view ;  enables  us  to  judge  worthily  of 
the  conilitution  of  things  ;  fecures  us  from  the  weaknefs  of 
X  vulgar 


4c8  Jlf  Mvafiiage  \  Stt.  CXXVT,     i 

TBlgar  faperftitions  ;  and  contributes,  in  many  wajs,  to  the  i 
health  and  fecuritj,  the  convenience  and'pleafure  of  hnmaa 
life.  If  from  hence  we  go  on  to  furvey  mankind  ;  a  contem- 
plation of  their  different  ftates  in  different  ages,  and  efpeciallj 
of  their  ancient  regulations  and  laws,  the  public  wifdom  of 
brave  and  great  nations,  will  furni&  variety  of  ufeful  reflcc- 
ti(Hi5  to  the  mind  ;  of  teaching  us  to  improve  our  own  coodi- 
tion,  often  to  be  happy  in  it. 

It  muft  be  obvious,  how  rational  an  entertainment  thefe 
things  are;  and  how  ufeful  materials  they  fiirniih,  to  ripen 
and  perfcft  that  prudence  and  good  fenfe,  which  not  only  car- 
ries us  through  the  buiinefs  of  life,  but  gives  reiiih  and  ftabi- 
lity  to  the  pleafures  of  it.     If  then  knowledge  ought  to  be     j 
attained,  the  way  to  it  ought  to  be  made  eafy ;  by  removing     \ 
difficulties,  cautioning  againft  miftakes,  and  leading  forwards 
in  a  right  method.    Above  all,  application  ought  to  be  fecnr-     I 
ed  by  the  authority  of  a  prudent  inftruftor,  and  emulatioq 
excited  by  a  number  of  fellow-learners* 

But  if  education  flop  here^  it  hath  only  given  abilities  aod 
powers,  the  direftion  of  which  to  right  or  wrong  purpofes  is 
greatly  uncertain  ftill.     He  that  knows  not  the  proper  nfe  of 
his  own  being  ;  what  is  man^  and  wiereto  Jtrvtth  h^  ;  wbai 
is  bis  good,  and  what  js  bis  evil* ^  may  eafily  employ  his      | 
other  knowledge  fo  as  to  be  much  the  worfe  for  it.     lliis  id-     i 
quiry  then  is  the  important  one.     Various  methods  of  con-      I 
during  life  prefent  themfelves ;  contradidory  inclinations  de- 
mand to  be  gratified :  the  coafiiA  is  painful  ^  the  end  of  it 
maybe  more  fo :  which  way  is  right,  and  which  Ihall  ve 
take  ?    Now,  there  is  a  fcience  that  can  direft  us  here ;  can 
£bew  us  an  inward  principle,  endued  With  native  authority  to 
govern  all  the  reft  ;  obedience  to  which  gi\'e9  a  fteady  aim 
and  felf-approbation  to  our  conduft ;  beflows  on  us  the  tmeft 
fatisfadlions  of  life,  and  delivers  us  from  its  foreft  evils.  Nor 
are  morals  only  the  fource  of  private  happinefs,  but  the  great 
foundation  of  mutual  fecurity,  the  only  one  of  efteem  and 
friendfhip  amongft  men.     A  perfon  of  true  goodnefs,  though 
otherwifc  of  fmall  accompliihmeiits,  will  always  make  an 
funiable  figure  in  fociety^  and  be  a  valuable  part  of  it;  whcrc- 
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as,  without  a  virtuous  heart,  the  fuperior  abilities  of  the 
'  great  man  will  only  render  him  a  more  extenfive  mifchief ; 
and  the  dec.eitful  agreeablenefs  of  the  gay  man  qualify  him  to 
miflead,  betray,  and  ruin,  more  entirely,  thofe  with  whom  he. 
converfes.  Thus,  wherever  wickednefs  incteafes,  will  mife- 
ry  increafe  alfo,  till  the  end  be  univerfal  confufion.  For 
though  a  conftitution,  finking  under  vice,  may  preferve,  for 
ibme  time,  the  florid  look  of  health,  yet  inward  ftrength,  and' 
lafting  vigour,  are  what  nothing  but  virtue,  public  arid  pri- 
vate, can  give  to  any  people.  This  is  that  true  wifdom,  in 
wbofe  right  hand  is  .length  of  days ^  and  in  her  left  tiches  and 
hmour  *. 

Now,  the  foundations  of  virtue  are  indeed  kid  by  nature, 
both  in  the  reafon  and  affeftions  of  mankind,  though  fallen : 
but  reafon  is  fo  often  inattentive,  and  affeAions  are.fo  eafily 
depraved,  that,  without  further  care,  thofe  moral  principles^ 
which  make  the  beft  part  of  our  inward  frame,  will  in  moil 
men  be  grefitly  obfcured,  and  in  fome,  to  aU  appearance,  quite 
,  effaced*  And  were  even  thofe  of  righter  minds  left  each  to 
form  their  private  fyftem,  tendemefs  for  their  own  failings, 
or  prejudice  for  thofe  of  the  world,  would  oftei^  lead  them 
into  imperfed  notions  and  wrong  praftice.  One  indifpenfa- 
ble  branch  then  of  liberal  education  is  an  accurate  inilitution 
in  this  important  fcience  ;  to  pull  off  the  difguifes  which  vice 
^eds  to  wear,  and  place  the  confequences  of  it  in  a  jufl 
light  ^  to  point  out  the  lefs  obvious  advantages  of  virtue,  and 
fliew  its  refiraints  to  end  in  real  freedom ;  to  reprefent  the 
ilrift  connexions  of  its  fevcral  parts,  and  make  flrong  the . 
proof,,  that  knowledge  of  wickednefs  is  not  wifdom^  neither  at 
any  time  the  counfel  offnners  prudence  f. 

Aod  when  ihould  ,the  fcience  of  life  be  taught,  but  in  the 
beginning  of  life,  before  evil  habits  are  added  to  original  de- 
pravity ;  whilfi  the  natural  regard  to  truth  and  right,  the 
only,  inward  reilraint  of  incautious  youth,  remains  compara- 
tively uncorrupt,  and  the  feeds  of  fin  lie  yet  fomewh^t  Icofe 
OD  the  furface  of  the  mind  ;  much  harder  to  be  cleared  away, 
ivhen  once  they  have  taken  root,  and  twilled  themfelves 
ftrong]y  about  th^  heart.     This,  therefore,  is  the  favourable 
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opportunitj,  in  wliich  authority  and  reafon  mull  exert  at 
once  their  joint  force.  For  difcipline  without  inftrudion  is 
mere  tyrannj  ;  and  inftruftion  without  difcipline,  litde  bet- 
ter; than  ufelffs  talk.  Things  owned  to  be  fit.  and  good  are 
neglefted,  becaufe  difagreeable;  things  evidently  hurtful  pur- 
fucd  for  prefent  pleafure.  Here  authority  comes  in  to  the  aid 
of  reafon  ;  enforces  virtuous  application  ;  reftrains  vicious 
indulgences  ;  tempers  the  warmth  of  youth  ;  prepares  us  for 
the  future  fubordinations  of  life  ;  cohdu£ls  us  fafe  tlirongh 
the  unfeen  dangers  of  our  moft  dangerous  time ;  and  then  by 
gentle  degrees  withdraws  its  influence,  as  the  power  of  felf- 
government  grows  up.  Where  want  of  this  care  leaves 
young  perfons  too  foon  in  the  worft  of  hands,  their  own, 
it  is  dreadful  to  fee  into  what  irretrievable  miferies  they 
plunge,  in  the  very  beginning  of  their  courfe.  And,  there- 
fore, the  niore  liberty  they  are  afterwards  to  enjoy,  the  more 
prudent,  though  not^ftrifter,  reftraint  they  fli.ould  be  under 
at  firft,  and  entered  by  flow  fteps  into  the  world  at  large,  with 
all  poflible  cautions  given  them  of  the  hazards  they  are  gding 
upon,  and  (God  knows)  have  little  reafon  to  be  eager  for.  ■ 
But  the  moft  fcf  ious  part  of  education  is  wanting  ftill :  the 
part  which  leads  us,  by  the  efteem  of  moral  excellence,  to  ho- 
nour and  love  thaj  Being  in  whom  the  perfeSion  of  it  dwells; 
and  extends  our  inward  ferife  of  duty,  fuggefted .firft  by  the 
low  and  fliort-livcd  relations  between  us  and  our  fellow-crca^ 
tures,  to  the  higheft  poflible  and  eternal  objcft  of  it,  the  Crea- 
tor -and  Ruler  of  this  univerfe.  ,  He,  by  whofe  pleafure  wc 
are,  from  whofe  favour  all  that  we  enjoy  and'hope  for  comes, 
according  to  whofe  determ-Viatipn  our  whole  exiftencc  fliafl  be 
liappy  or  miferalile,  is  not  furely  one  with  whom  we  are  uu- 
con'ccrned.  And  however  a  bafe  nature  may  value  itfelf  on 
the  impotent  afFe^l^tion  of  flighting  God,  every  worthy  mind 
will  delight  to  exprefs  that  veneration,  and  pay  that  obedi- 
ence, which  are  due  to  Lim,  v/ho  is  the  Lord  of  all :  due  by 
every  ftrongeft  claim,  whether  unaffifted  reafon  difcover  the 
general  laws  of  his  moral  kingdom,  or  infinite  wifdom,  the 
bell  ju<Jge  of  our  circumftanccs,  condefcead  to  adapt  to  them 
further  obligations.  It  's.  indeed  the  fenfe  of  our  living  un- 
der his  government  and  care,  that  makes  our  condition  of  be- 
ing defircable.     Religion,  filliig  the  mind  with  that  objcd 
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which  it  naturally  feeks,  a  fovercign  proteftor,  infinitely  wife 
and  good,  efTe^buallj  excludes  all  fuper(litio\is  terrors ;  and, 
far  from  deprqfling  the  t^dereft  (pirit,  exalts  us  into  every 
thought  and  every  hope  tifct  is  great  and  noble.  Turbulence 
of  paifioos,  and  obilinacy  of  felf-will,  thefe  are  the  things  that 
tear  and  weaken  the  foul :  reverence  of  God,  by  awing  them 
iato  compofure,  itrengthens  every  mward  principle  thai  ought 
to  be  ftrong  ;  and  if  it  prunes  the  luxuriances,  promotes,  by 
fo  doing,  the  vigour  of  the  mind.  Religion  comprehends  at 
once  every  motive,  both  of  virtue  and  of  private  intereft,  that 
can  either  direfl:  or  fupport  the  heart  in  every  part  of  con». 
dud  ;  joins  in  perpetual  union  01^  r  duty  and  our  happinefsi 
and  makes  the  univerfal  fchemc  of  things  confiftent,  beauti- 
ful, and  good. 

Surely  then  principles  of  fuch  a  tendency  ought  to  have  an 
early  and  diligent  cultivation  in  every  bread,, but  theirs  cfpe- 
cially  whofe  rank  or  profeflioa  will  make  it  of  the  nioft  pub- 
lic confequencc.  They  who  objeft  againft  this  care,  as  luftil- 
ling  prejudices,  ihould  confider,  that  virtue,  honour,  decency, 
are  prejudices  juft  of  the  fame  fj* t ;  and  think  what  would 
follow,  were  men  to  enter  upon  life  free  from  the  bias  of  any 
one  good  quality.  But  in  truth,  God  himfelf,  not  man,  hath 
planted  thefe  juft  prcpofleflions  in  the  heart ;  and  all  that 
education  docs,  is  to  favour  their  growth.  Religion,  and  llic 
evidences  for  it,  moy  indeed  be  unfairly  reprefonted  by  its 
teachers  ;  and  what  part  of  knowledge  may  not  ?  But  are 
only  the  teachers  of  religion  capable  of  mifreprefentiiig  it  ? 
Hath  not  every  vicious  man  as  (Irong  a  motive  to  incline  him 
againft  it,  as  evcu  thofe  maintained  by  it  have  to  incline  them 
in  its  favour  ?  Hath  not  fondiefs  of  novelty,  and  afFe^ation 
of  fuperior  fenfe  and  learning,  as  great  influence  on  fome  per- 
fons  as  credulity  can  have  on  others  ?  Do  we  not  every  day 
fee  men  determine  pofitivt-ly  againft  reirgion,  who  are  known 
never  once  to.have  thought  of  it  in  earncft  ;  and  attack  it  by 
all  the  unfair  arts  in  the  world,  whilft  they  tliemfelves  are 
declaiming  againft.  fuch  arts  ?  Do  w:e  not  fee  them  even  tri- 
umph in  the  thought  of  its  being  falfe,  though  the  evcrlafting 
happincfs  of  every  good  man  depends  upon  its  truth  ?  And 
are  thefe  the  worthy  fpirits,  to  whofe  tutoring  ycung  perfons 
are  to  be  delivered  over  in  their  native  ignorance,  for  fear  of 
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prejudices  ?  Or  is  it  not  on  all  accounts  wife  and  fit»  that  the 
mind,  whilft  untainted  with  evil  conimunication  or  vice, 
Ihould  have  the  moft  important  of  ^  truths  confirmed  to  it 
bj  pro^r  arguments  ;  and  be  forzted  to  the  right  and  happy 
temper  of  cheerful  obedience  to  the  greateft  and  beft  of  Be- 
ings, the  Father  and  God  of  our  lives  *. 

Since,  therefore,  inftrudion  of  youth  in  religion,  virtue, 
and  knowledge,  appears  attended  with  fo  many  advantages, 
it  follows, 

II.  That  all  perfons  concerned  Ihould  endeavour,  with  unit- 
ed care,  in  their  feveral  ftations,  that  thefe  advantages  may  be 
-effeftnally  obtained,  efpecially  in  the  places  dedicated  to  that 
purpofe. 

The  public  care,  ia  this  refpeft,  we  muft  ever  gratefully 
own,  continued  through  a  long  fuccef&on  of  our  princes  ;  and 
flouriihing  ftiU  in  its  height,  under  the  adminiftration  of  a 
king,  zealous  for  the  happinefs  of  his  people,  and  refolute  to 
maintain  all  the  rights  of  all  his  fubjeds.  Next  to  wholie 
aflured  and  experienced  proteftion,  we  cannot  but  gracioufiy 
acknowledge  the  gracious  munificence  of  his  royal  confort; 
therefore  bountiful  to  religion  and  learning,  becaufe  (he  moil 
i^ntimately  knows  their  valu6,  and  moft  affedionatelj  cftecini 
them. 

Secure  then  of  the  public  favour  to  whatever  is  conneded 
with  the  public  good, .  we  have  only  their  attention  to  folicit 
who  are  perfpnally  interefted :  parents,  or  whoever  fupply 
their  place  \  the  conduftors  of  education,  and  the  jroong  per* 
fons  to  be  educated. 

To  you  who  are  parents,  nature  itfelf  hath  ^ven  a  tender 
concern  for  your  childrens  welfare  as  your  own  ;  and  reminds 
you  juftly,  that  as  you  have  brought  them  into  the  dangers  of 
life,  your  bufinefs  it  is  to  provide  that  they  get  well  through 
them.  Now,  the  only.provifion  commonly  attended  to,  of 
wealth  and  honours,  can  never  produce  happinefs,  unlefs  the 
mind,  on  which  all  depends,  be  taught  to  enjoy  them  proper- 
ly. Fortune,  without  this,  will  but  lead  them  to  more  aban* 
doned  Tallies  of  extravagance  ;  and  rank  expofe  them  to  more 
public  ccnfure.    Education  then  is  the  great  care  with  which 

you 
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you  are  entnifted  i  fcarce  more  for  their  fakes  than  jour  own« 
You  may  be  negligent  of  your  fon's  inftru£Hon ;  but  it  is  on 
yoUy  as  well  as  himfelf,  that  his  ignorance  and  contemptiUe- 
nefs  will  bring  both  reproach  and  inconvenience.  You  majr 
be  regardlefs  9f  his  morals  ;  but  you  may  be  the  perfon,  who 
will  at  laft  the  moft  feverely  feel  his  want  of  them.  You 
may  be  indifferent  about  his  religion  ;  but  remember,  duti- 
fiilnefs  to  you  is  one  great  precept  of  religion  f  and  all  the 
reft  promote  fuch  habits,  as  you  may  bitterly  repent,  when  it 
is  too  late,  your  omiffion  to  cultivate  in  him ;  and  live  and 
die  miferable  on  his  account,  whom  timely  care  would  have 
made  your  joy  and  honour. 

Parents  therefor^  fhould  always  be  friends  to  education, 
and  to  places  of  education  :  fliould  wifti  well  to  them ;  and 
never,  without  great  reafon,  think  ill  of  them.     The  enemies 
of  religion  and  virtue,  an  increafing  number,  will  of  conrfebe 
eaenries  to  thofe  who  teach  them ;  and  the  more  fo,  the  more 
carefully  they  teach  them.     The  enemies  to  either  part  of 
our  happy  conftitution,  will  look  with  an 'evil  eye  on  efta- 
blilhments,  derigned  for  the  fupport  of  bpth.     More  private 
motives  will  excite  injurious  treatment  of  them  from  fome 
pcrfons.  .  And  even  thofe  of  better  meaning  may  be  engaged, 
by  mifinformations  and  prejudices,  to  pafs  harih  judgments 
and  fay  unfriendly  things.     But  reafonable  men  will  always 
diftinguiflj,  by  what  perfon,  on  what  grounds,  with  what 
temper  and  what  views,  difadvantageoos  charafters  are  given, 
or  reports  raifed.     They  will  alfo  confidcr,  that  the  unhappj 
diviiions  of  this  nation  cannot  but  have  caufed,  on  all  fides, 
in  length  of  time,  fome  degree  of  wrong  opinion  and  wrong 
conduft  towards  ^pe  another ;  mutual  jealoufies  and  xnifun- 
derftandings  betwl^en  thofe,  whofe  interefts,  and  whofe  inten* 
tlons,  were  in  general  the  fame  :  differences,  which  it  muft  he 
ruinous  to  heighten,  dangerous  to  continue,  ufelefs  to  paft 
judgment  in  ;  but  moft  important  to  reconcile,  by  fucfa  con* 
dud  on  every  hand,  as  may  give  no  fufpicion  of  ill  defign, 
but  all  proofs  of  good.     Friendly  methods  will  not  fail  to 
unite  the  hearts  of  men  ;  and  make  tiiem  fufceptible  of  mu- 
tual advice  •  and  improvement,  ailiftance  and  benefit.     Who* 
ever  will  view  the  feats  of  learning,  with  thefe  confiderations 
prcfent  to  his  mind,  will  judge  favourably  concerning  tliem  ; 


414  ^*  jidvantage  S«.  CXXVT, 

and  not  only  admire  the  pious  bountj  of  our  anceftors,  vho 
dedicated  thefe  delightful  retreats  to  knowledge  and  virtoci 
founded  thefe  beautiful  Itru£lureSy  enriched  them  with  fuch 
amazing  treafuies  of  literature,  and  provided  fo  noblj  for  the 
accommodation  of  fit  perfons  to  enjoy  and  coromuoicate  the 
inflrudion  of  them  ;  but  be  thankful  for  the  many  and  great 
bleflings,  which  they  have  conveyed  to  everj  age,  and  will, 
we  hcpe,  derive  to  lateft  poflerity. 

Ideas  of  perfeftion  are  vifionary  things  j  but  look  into  fad, 
and  where  will  thofe,  who  inveigh  againft  the  education  of 
our  univerfitiesy  recommend  a  more  improving  one  ?  The 
indulgent  foftnefs  of  the  parents  family  is  apt,  at  beft,  to  give 
young  perfons  a  moft  unhappy  effeminatenefs  ;  the  governor, 
if  he  hath  abilities,  hath  fcarce  ever  authority  to  enforce  dili- 
gence i  want  of  rivals  keeps  the  mind  languid ;  and,  upon  the 
whole,  feldom  any  thing  confiderable  comes  out.  If  now  the 
contrary  method  be  taken,  of  fending  them,  raw  and  unin* 
ilruded,  to  vifit  foreign  countries;  what  improvement  will 
minds  unprepared  for  improvement  make  there  ?  As  to  re- 
ligion, tlie  difufe  of  frequenting  its  exercifes,  and  the  daily 
view  of  its  corruptions,  will  be  in  danger  of  effacing  all  re 
gard  to  it^  With  refpedt  to  morals,  in  the  midfl  of  fo  great 
temptation,  fo  little  reflraint,  and  fo  general  bad  example,  it 
mufl  be  a  high  degree  of  virtue,  that  can  keep  itfelf  jn  coun- 
tenance. Then  for  fuch  opportunities  of  inftruftion,  as  dif- 
ferent laws,  manners,  and  cuftoms,  may' be  fuppofed  to  givej 
thefe  require  a  mind  trained  up  beforehand  to  attention  aad 
judgment.  On  all  others  they  will  be  juft  as  likely  to  makq 
wrong  impreffions  as  right,  if  they  make  any  j  but  indeed 
what  impreflions  of  all  kinds  are  ufuallj^ppade,  and  how  far 
the  improvements  brought  home  anfwer  tTie  national  expence 
for  them,  lies  within  the  compafs  of  daily  obfervation. 

If  then,  in  the  next  place,  we  compare  at  leaft  foreign  uni- 
rerfities  with  our  own  :  is  their  theology  worthier  of  God, 
more  conformable  to  reafon  and  primitive  Chriftianitj  ;  is 
their  philofophy  jailer  and  more  folid,  lefs  full  of  imagina- 
tion and  hypothefis,  than  that  of  our  great  countrymen,  whofc 
names  I  need  not  fuggeft  ?  Will  the  ornamental  rewards  of 
learning  be  more  fitly  bellowed,  where  no  time  previous 
the  application  for  them  is  required  ?     Will  induflry  be  moi 
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Bniverfaly  without  any  irJpefilon  over  it ;  behaviour  more 
regular,  without  any  rule  fet  to  it ;  than  where  young  perfon$ 
are  formed  into  orderly  focieties,  dillinguifhed  by  proper  ha« 
bits,  reftrained  to  proper  hours,  obliged  to  proper  ftudies,  and 
watched  over  with  continual  care  ?  Mifcarriages,  after  all, 
will  happen  in  fuch  numbers  of  fuch  an  age.  But  the  general 
good  order  that  reigns  here,  to  moil  foreigners,  not  the  worft 
judges  in  this  cafe,  appears  incredible  when  related,  and  very 
furprifing  when  fcen.  It  remains  only  to  wifli,  what  there 
never  was  more  hope  of ;  that,  as  our  univerfities  have  long 
excelled  all  others,  they  may  continually  improve  upon  them^ 
fclvcs. 

But  ftill,  parents  mull  not  expeft  their  childi^ens  improve- 
ment ihould  be  great,  unlefs  they  contribute  their  own  ihare 
to  it*  If  indolence  and  luxury  be  taught  them  by  bad  exam* 
pie,  or  prejudice  againfl  every  thing  ferious  and  praife-worthy 
by  bad  converfation,  before  they  come  hither  ;  if  they  come 
with  little  or  no  charge  given  about  regularity  and  applica- 
tion, but  licence  be  claimed  for  them  in  proportion  to  their 
quality ;  or  if,  after  the  mere  form  of  a  ftiort  confinement 
here,  they  are  let  immediately  loofe,  to  wear  off  by  negligence 
and  profligatenefs  the  few  flight  good  imprefGons  that  could 
be  made;  what  room  hath  the  parent  to  hope  for  improve- 
ment, or  complain  if  none  be  found  ? 

But  let  him  be  careful  in  his  own  duty  firft  ;  then  the  per- 
fo3s,  to  whom  he  conunits  his  child  afterwards,  will  under- 
take, with  fon^  comfort,  an  office,  laborious  and  important  at 
all  times  ^  but  particularly  fo  in  an  age  of  uncommon  corrup- 
tion ;  when  the  expeftations  of  good  men  are  more  than  ever 
fixed  on  their  difcharging  this  truil  well ;  and  their  failure 
will  give  bad  ones  the  double  joy  of  feeing  wickednefs  fiou- 
rifh,  and  accufing  them  for  it«  Complaizits  indeed  of  unjuft 
accufat  ions -were  never  better  grounded ;  but  complaints  alone 
will  do  little  good ;  and  even  deferved  returns  of  bitternefs 
may  do  much  harm.  The  only  remedy  is,  that  by  well  doing 
ttv  put  townee  *  the  unfeafonablenefs  of  ill  pcrfons,  and  fe- 
<fQre  the  protection  of  tliofe  who  mean  well. 
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The  educator  of  yout^  therefore  will  fixft  perfeft  himfelf 
'in  each  needful  qualification,  and  then  applj  to  forming  others. 
In  every  fcience  he  will  j6in  the  difcoveries  of  later  times 
with  fuch  inftruftion,.  as  may  render  the  learning  of  fonner 
ages  inteliigitle ;  and  prudently  direft  the  more  particular  at- 
tention of  each  perfon  to  fuch  things,  as  may  chiefly  relate  to 
•    their  future  part  in  life. 

The  foundations  of  religion  he  will  lay  deep  and  ftrong ; 
recommending  the  great  articles  of  it,  not  to  the  pai&o&s  of 
thofe  under  his  care,  by  warmth  and  vehemence ;  but  to  their 
reafon  and  faith,  by  juft  explications  and  conclufive  argu- 
ments \  neither  loading  revelation  with  unauthorifed  dodrines 
and  needlefs  difEciilties  ;  nor  yielding  up  the  leaft  real  part  of 
it,  to  defend  the  reft  ;  nor  altering  the  leafi,  to'give  it  a  more 
plaufible  appearance.  A  difputing  and  cavilling  temper  he 
will  endeavour  to  reprefs  ;  but  will  treat  with  all  tendemeis 
die  doubts  of  an  ingenuous  mind;  and  ever  encourage  tbat 
facred  regard  to  truth,  which  makes  men  worthy  of  efleem, 
even  whilft  they  err,  and  is  the  great  fecurity  of  their  return- 
ing into  the  right  way.  He  will  take  fit  opportunity  of  fliew- 
ing,  how  dofely  a  due  regard  to  the  teachers  of  religion  4nc[ 
virtue  is  conneftcd  with  the  praftice  of  both.  But  the  pcr- 
fons^  whofe  eniployment  teaching  them  is  to  be,  he  will  ftu- 
dioufly  warn,  that  the  only  way  of  fecuring  this  regard  is,  bj 
nfeful  and  exemplary  lives ;  prudent  and  ino^enfive  conduA ; 
and  fo  hearty  a  friendihip  tp  all  juft  and  reafonable  liberty,  as 
may  give  them  unfufpe&ed  authority  to  oppofe  the  difibluce 
licentioufnefs,  that  in  vain  alfumes  its  name. 

To  civil  government  he  will  c6nfcientiou(ly  teach  that  du- 
tiful obedience  and  honour,  which  Chriftianity  requires  all 
fubjeds  to  pay  ;  and  which  the  happieft  fubjedls  in  the  world 
ought  to  pay  with  the  cheerfulleft  gratitude.  He  will  dif- 
courage,  with  all  poftible  care,  the  rage  of  party  zeal ;  which 
warm  and  unexperienced  minds  too  often  miftake  for  pubUc 
fpirit.  Admitted  in  this. fair  difguife,  it  pofteiles  the  whole 
n^an  ;  tinftures  his  way  of  thinking  on  almoft  ev^ry  fubjefi ; 
leads  Jiim  to  hate  and  injure  worthy  perfons,  to  admire  and 
afibciate  amongft  very  bad  ones  ;  with  wl)om  this  immoral 
temper  ftands  in  the  ftoad  of  all  merit,  whilft  indeed  it  hinders 
the  acquiring  of  any.     As  life  goes  on,  thefe  evils  increafe ; 
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rfwhkh  dthe  i^orld  eomphisai  but  unhipi^y  indulges 
them  at  the  fame  time ;  inftead  of  each  curbing,  on^  his  6wn 
fide,  tihc  eagernefs  and  keetinefs  of  fo  malevolent  a  t>rinti- 
ple.  Young  perfons  fiiould  therefore  be  reminded,  that  th« 
feats  of  learning  are  purpofelj  fecreted  from  the  bufy 
fceaes  of  life  -,  that  the  time  for  engaging  in  rhofe  will  eoma 
but  too  foQn  ;  and  mean  while  the  generous  strdot  of  jouth 
Ihoold  be  earerted  in  making  the  pr^paraddn  of  ufeful  knoW-^ 
ledge  and  virtutas  habits;  but  ever  tempered  ^itb  fuch 
mildnefs  and  difBdence  concetning  matters^  of  which  they 
heed  not  judge  jret,  as  they  will  every  day  fee  more  neceflary 
in  order  to  judge  and  aft  right. 

This  is  indeM  one  part  of  morals  ;  and  on  every  otber  part 
tbi^  diredor  of  education  will  have  an  Attentive  eye.    Even 
the  fallies  of  a  well-tneant  fervor  he  will  prudently  moderate^ 
trhen  diey  give  religion  a  gloomy  appearance,  or  add  to  it  a 
^     kieedlefs  burden^     But  much  mofre*  ftridly  will  he  guard 
Y   igainft  the  oppofite  exti'eme  of  Ubertinifm  and  pfofanenefs  ; 
\  ^^abouring  to  keep  up,  not  only  an  outward  form  of  regula- 
>  but  a  ferious  awe  of  God^  and  fenfe  of  duty,  in  every 
^.watahin^  over  each  tendency  to  vice,  and  cdnfidering 
negleft  of  application,  as  a  dangerous  kind  of  guilt.    In 
ordet  to  tins  gteaX  end  of  preferving  morals,  he  will  preferve 
and  eduntenance^  as  far  as  it  remains  poffible,  tha^,temperance 
of  livingf^  fimplici^  of  appearance,  and  frugality  of  expence^ 
which  are  ufuaBy  brought  hither,  and  fo  peculiarly  fuit.thia 
InfUtation  i  which  keep  the  mind  in  fit  temper  for  the  exer- 
cife  of  its  fSaculties^  and  defend  it  from  the  corruptions  of 
luxuify  and  vanity  ^  lay  the  foundations  of  health  and  pru- 
dence in  men  for  the  reft  of  their  days,  and  prepare  them  to 
be  virtuous  and  eafy  in  whatever  ftations  may  prove  theit 
fliafCi 

It  remain^  only  now^  that  the  petfon^  of  whom  all  this  care 
is  taken,  (hould  know  and  improve  his  own  happinefs.  Ifoo 
many  there  arei  that  fet  out  upon  the  important  journey  of 
life  w]|thout  a  &ilfnl|  or  perhaps  a  friefadly  hand,  to  cox^uft 
them  through  the  difficulties  of  the  tlntried  and  hazardous 
'  way.  Thefe  are  greatly  excufabk  in  their  faults^  and  pitiabla 
id  their  miferie^*  But  of  you  God  and.  man  will  expa&.at-* 
tainments,  that  may  bear  proportion  to  the  advantages,  witfi. 
Vol.  IlL  3G  ythici^ 
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\diich  jott  are  Ueffed.  Namrje  engages  your  parepts  ^  dacjK». 
honoiMf  and  mterefl,  jour  inftniAors,  to  confiilt  your  wdr 
fore^  w&ich  thej  defire  as  much  as  yourielves,  and  under- 
itend  better*  Reftrain  therefore  and.  apply  jourfielTes  as  tfaej 
direfi: ;  though  yea  Qot  only  feel  it  painfull,  but  fee  it  not  yet 
beneficial ;.  and  truft.  thofe»  ivho  have  all  imaginable  claim  to- 
be  truAedy  that^  by  quick  degrees^  the  pain  will  wear  o^  yadL 
diir  Wefit  be  evident. 

Their  province,  wha  are  devoted  to  the.  fervice  of  seligioo^ 
wifi  be  to  appear,  perhaps  after  a  very  ihort  preparation,  in. 
an  age  flrongly  prejudiced  againil  them  and  their  fiindion  ^ 
fure  objeds,  without  merit,  of  contempt  and  hatred  \  bac» 
with  it,  capable  ftill  of  being  efteemed  and  ufeful.  Thif  fi- 
fuation,,  yois  fee,  requires  in  the  firft  place,  that  you  carefully 
acquaint  yourfelves  with  the  proofs,,  the  dofirines  and  precepts 
of  the  gofpel  revelation.  Fear  not  therefore  making  free  i^ 
^ttiry  mto  every  thing.  Others  inqture  with  bad  intentioiii 
if  you  do  it  not  with  good,,  you  will  want  true  learning,  ta 
oppofe  againft  the  faUe  and  half-learning  of  unbelievers.  Only 
^egin  not  your  inquiry  till  you  are  qualified ;  and  end  it  not 
till  you  have  confidered  matters  thoroughly.  Toung  niinds, 
and  often  the  mod  generous  of  them,  are  apt  ta  purfue  truth 
with  an  impatience^  that  occafions  their  miiling  it.  Nothing 
ought  ever  to  ftand  againft  full  eVidence  well  weighed  j  but 
noany  things  may  induce  thofe,  who  have  yet  had  little  time, 
for  thought,  to  think  again,  and  be  diffident  in  the  mesii 
while.  For  not  only  the  world  too  commonly  imputes  lo  % 
man,  all  his  life,  the  indtgefted  notions  of  his  early  yean  \ 
but  perfons  Hft  themiCelves  by  pofitive  talk,  and  then  cannot 
retreat.  With  this  caution,  and  with  due  method^  diligence 
will  go  far  in  acquiring  knowledge.  But  knowledge  is  only 
one  part  of  what  muft  be  attended  to.  The  unguarded  con- 
duA,  even  of  perfons  of  younger  days,  will  be  trc»fured  up  in 
many  a  malicious  memory  to  their  future  difadvantage ;  asd^ 
though  an  afieftation  of  untimely  gravity  fits  iH,  yet  inao- 
cence  and  piety  are  the  duties  of  every  age.  They  efpeciallj, 
whofe  profefiion  will  make  a  ftrider  abftinence  from  doubtfid 
'  and  imprudent  pleafures  expefkcd  of  them  hereafter,  will  find 
xt  much  the  fafcft  and  eafieil  to  begin  now  \  an(^  by  an  nai* 
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form  life,  crow  regular! j  up  into  .that  efteem,  whidh  their 
destination  will  require. 

And  though  neitlher  'the  fame  dHigence  of  application',  nor 
fnch  accuracy  of  conduft,  may  appear  neceflatyin  thofe  of 
higher  railk;  yet  an  improved  uuderftanding  muft'bean  ad- 
vanCagCt  and  the  want  of  it  a  blemifh,  proportionaUy  -confpi- 
CUOU89  as  the  ilation^  in  which  either -appears,  is  pulAic ;  wsA 
fhe  choice,  how  life  ihall  -befpent,  is  alwaj^  important  in  the 
£aune  degree,  as  the'perfons  are  who  make  it.  Such  tl^ere- 
fi>^,  of  all  others,  ihould  not  take  it  haftilj  for  granted,  thaa 
an  immoral  5x>urfe  is  right.  To  begin  ^with  virtue,  at  leaft 
fiD'fs&r'iiiqWiry  reje&s  it,  is  evidently  dthe-fafe  part.  No-one 
ever  bitterly  condemned  himfelf,  that  he  had  fpent  his  younger 
^ears  fo^ierly ;  many  have,  .that  they  did  not.  Then  fome 
Agrees  of  vice  are  pwnf^d  to  produce  mifery  ;  and  every  vice 
leads  on  to  wotfe  degrees  of  itfelf,  and  variety  of  othe]::s.  Or^ 
though  a  imious  perfon  could  depend  on  ^uScpring  no  prefent 
JhvHi ;  y^  he  cannot  fail  of  doing  a  freat  4eal ;  and  a  man 
Jirould  not  jchoofe,  that  ihexhief  graces;,  which  he  leaves  .be« 
Jkind  hin^  to  mark  out  his  paflage  thro^gh  life,  ihould  be  So 
fmanj  injuries  done  his  {ellow-^reajtures.  At  le^  no  one 
yronU  yentuce  ujion  this^  till  he  were  fure^here  is  nofup^ior 
wTpcAor  of  his  .condud.  Now  .thex:e  .cannot  be  cert^nty 
ap^n^  (ireligion  y  and  thei;e  ate  fuch  evidences  for  it,  as  mull 
xcqmDt  moi;e  than  ^  few  flight  cavil^  or  |^o]d  je^fts,  to  over- 
turn Jthem.  A  careful  (examination  then  it  jufUy  .dcmancU* 
And  S  UpW  fuch  examinaUon  it  prpve  true,  as  ^ndoub^te^y 
it  will ;  remember  it  i»  a  mo£t  ferious  truth^  in  which  the 
foremoft  of  mankind  is  equally  concerned  w\th. the -^eaneft. 
Tb^^ore  in  a  cafe  of  /uch  moment,  let  no  falfe  ibame,  nor 
&vohrite  paflSon{Hreyail  over  you  i  but  give  yd^f  hearts  early 
to  the  Lwd  that  made  you  %  Xiay  jthe  f pundajdon  of  you  lives 
here,  on  the-  firm  groijind  of  -Chriftian  faith  ^  and  buil4  i^pon 
k  whatever  is  juft  and  good,  wox^y  and  noble,  till  the  ftruc- 
tiure  be  complete  in  moral  beauty.  The  world^  into  whic^ 
yon  are  entering^  lies  in  wait  with  variety  of  temptations. 
IJnfavourable  fentiments^of  religion  will  foon  be  fuggeAed  to 
you ;  and  all  the  fnares  of  luxury,  falfe  honour^  an^  intereft^ 
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fpread  in  your  waj »  wllich  with  tooft  of  yoi^r  task  art  too 
fucce&fiily  aad  to  maaj  fkjtal.  Hapfiy  the  fewi  that  ia  any 
part  of  )i&  become  £|nfiVlc  of  their  errors  ^  atid»  with  paiofal 
refoltttioa,  tre^  back  the  wrong  ijepa  which  they  have  ta- 
ken !  But  happieft  pf  men  is  he^  who,  t>y  m  ^^^x^  opurie  of 
right  coad^d  fironi  the  firft^  as  fur'  as  human  frailty  permits, 
hath  at  onqe  i^voide4  the  miferies  of  fin,  the  forFOws  of  re- 
pentance, an4  the  diffio\}lties  of  virtue^  who  not  only  can 
think  of  his  prefenl  ilate  with.pompofure,  but  refleA  on  his 
paft  behaviour  with  thankfi4  approbation;  luid  look  forwards, 
with  iMimized  joy,  to  that  important  foture  hour,  whoi  hi 
&aU  appear  before  Grod,  gD4  I^i^l>l7  off^  fo  }iim  a  wh^ 
^le  fpcQt  in  laig  fefvice ! 
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(Pfeached  in  the  Parifli  Ct)isrch  of  St.  Jamest  Weftminfter, 
January  30.  1733-4-) 

Oy  RxTEHf  VC£  or  Divine  Providence  in  Goverviho  all 
THE  Affairs  of  Men, 


IsA.  zzvl.  9* 

wJVbin  thy  jnigwutUi  are  in  the  earthy  the  inhahitattts  •fthi 
'     nuQrld  wUi  Intm  right$wfmefs. 

THE  gnidoii$  and  wif(9  CnatOf  of  this  unirerie  contmu* 
aUj  MfkMs  it  hy^he  war4  of  his  p<nver*  ;  and  governa 
each  pan  of  it  fuitably  tp  its  iiatiife.  The  mocioos  of  that 
inanimate  world  pfoaead  eatirely  from  him>  The  aftiona  of 
inidUgeat  beiaip  arc  indeed  their  own*  But,  aa  Crod  fore- 
ices  bom  etemitjr  what  every  agent,  in  every  poffible  fitniu 
tiooy  win  do  or  intendt  he  muft  be  aUe  to  influence,  direfi, 
and  temper  their  eondnftt  hy  laamy  ways  that  are  conoeiv- 
able,  and  doabt)els  by  mmy  nmne,  fo  aa  not  only  to  aiBft  and 
proieft  peyfqpa  in  doi^  what  is  taiw/mt  and  right  f,  but  alfo 
ta  make  even  the  woi?ft  of  wretches,  in  the  wprft  of  their 
Wiamf  undefignifig  inftnimeota  of  bis  righteous  purpofea. 
i^  it  being  evidently  ss  worthy  of  him,  as  it  ia  ea^for 
)umi,  to'  9/Bt  thna,  the  reafon  of  mankind  hath  ever  difpoled 
dMn  to  b^lievet  what  revelation  hath  folly  oenfirmed,  that  a 
W^VT'failimg  Pra9i4nice  ardtreth  all  things,  hoth  in  heaven 
pd  enrtht*    Whatever  be&tta  un,  therefore,  profperbus  or 

adverfc, 

I  CrihA  fw  ^  BtfehA  Saoda/ aikfr  Trinity. 


4fl%  OuRiVePenet  See.  CXXVlI. 

aflverfe,  being  what  our  Maker  judges  and  determines  tolc^ 
4>n  one  account  or  another,  fit  and  proper,  events  of  both  ferti 
m9j  juftfy  be  <^ed  bis  Judgment.  Bvutsas,  throi]|rh  the  widu 
«dneis  of  the  wotld,  he  hath  mtich  oft^ner  ckxafibn  to  decree 
puniihments  than  rewards,  this  name  genera}l7  denotes  the 
ijev^rerwexercifes  of  his  power;  the  fitjQierings  that  heinAifts 
on  men )  or,  in  other  words,  that  thej  bring  upon  theau 
lelves.  For  the  ftrong  conne&ion,  which  we  experience,  of 
our  follies  and  fins  with  diilrefs  and  mifery,  is  one  thing  that 
prqoeedfi  £rom  the  juft  judgment  of  God ;  from  fthat  oidor  aod 
^urfe  of  things  which  he  Jiath  ^aUifhc^. 

Aniidft  the  vaft  variet j  of  providential  difpenfations,  fome 
«re,  to  human  faculties,  unfathomable  depths.  We  can  onlj 
•fee  in  them  the  awful  jszertion  of  his  A^thoritj,  ivfao  is  Lovd 
«f  aU;  -and  learn  the  important  leiTon  of  humlilifig  oufielvci 
'l>efore  ^im^  «nd  ,fubmitting  meekly  to  his  will  \  in  firm  ex^ 
peftatioq^  that  whatever  m^ay  look  .diforderly  and  wrong  at 
prefent,  will  prove  in  diie  time  to  be  wifeft  and  beft.  Odier 
l^ngs  ^ete  are  capctifaJe  of 'affording  forther  ittftnuftion  s  ooo- 
xreming  which,  howev^,  it  is  eafj  for  partiality  or  inatteo-* 
tion  to  make  dangerous  miftakes.  For  the  fame  events  bemg 
often  permitted  to  btfaH  Very  difiereAt  perfons^  fer  as  dSvr 
^nt  end^,  whoever  w^yodj^  according  tp  tie  firft  appearaan^ 
'vnU.h^fBixhtjmj^dgimg  righteous  jtfdgputttK 

But  ftill»  multitudes  of  occurrences  remain.  wbiA  con^ 
inch  obvions  ted  clear  informations  And  warnings,  that  Fco- 
viddace  muft  intend  we  ibootd  ^ppty  them  to  our  own  bene- 
fit. For  God  doth  liot  puhift  mttely  for  the  fake  of  pninfr- 
flient.  Even  his  feveiities  arc  <the  efiefis  of  goddnefs;  sot 
always  direfied  to  the  advantage,  eitheir  of  thojfe  who  fed 
<heni,  or  .at  leaft  of  •otbers  ;  06dt  ibey  may  b^r  and  fioTy  iA 
do  Ho  more  nvicteAufi  ^.  JLotklilig  tedk  on  the  tVaniSiffiate 
of  paft  ^es,  without  a  moifal  intention  in  doing  it.  Is  oaly 
f  ifati^ng  an  ufelefs  curiofity,  o&  acquiiing  knowledge  fiA 
;as  likely  tobe  ill  ufed  as  well.  Bat  it  lis  a  mofl  ferioosiid 
|>rofitable  employment,  humbly  to  trace  ^e  footfteps  of  vbS^ 
«ite  wiftbm^  m  the  government,  as  well  as  creation  of  fte 
vorld ;  and  think  over  tbe  vajdoia  Icenes  and  wonderfel  '^ 
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tiffitivi^  of  mortal  aAtits,  in  vder  to  learn  a  trucfenfe  of 
0ur  condition  here,  and  right  notions  of  behaving  in  it.  jlM 
thuigs  t]Kat  have-  evec.  happened  ta  meq,  have  happentd  to 
Aemfor  enfamples  :  and  tbey,  are  written  for  our  admonitionf 
tfon  whom  tie  mds  of  the  world  are  come  *.  And  furely.  aa 
awful  admonition  it  i^n  to  have,,  us  it  were,  thee  hiftorj  of  ons 
ipecies  Ljing  open  before  us  ;,  and  the  \vhole  ej^perieoce.  of 
man,  fince  man  bath  been»  teaching  and  teftifjring  to  u»t  whatr 
t  dreadful  train,  of  evils»  perfonal^.  domeftic,  and  natio^jal^ 
every  tranfgreilion  of  the  laws  pf  life  is  jcapaUe  of  drawing 
after  it.  Now,,  as*  fome  of  thefe  £a£b  gradualljF  fink  down  in 
the  abjb  of  time,  and  diiagp^r^  the  wickednefs  of  tverj  go* 
aeration  is  rsdfing.  up  others-  in  their  |x>om  ^  wliich^  by  tho- 
advantage  of  their  neamefs,  we  majr.  obferve  iiiore  diftin^- 
\j\  and  receive  deeper  impreffions  from  than,  beqaiifa  of  Iho 
dofer  relation  which,  thej  b^ar  to  us.         . 

Ai|ioogft  theft,  the  dreadful  deed  of  this  daj,  and  the  ca^ 
lamities  which. preceded  and  foUowed  it,  fet  before. our  ejea 
a  moll  p^culiasdy  inftxuftlve  ea^imple  of  divine  judgments, 
brought  down  .by  a,$nful  people  oo  their  own  heads :  con<» 
ceming  which,  we  majr  jliftly  Dijj.  in  the.  words.  o£  the  pro« 
phet  Damely  that  under  fhe  whole  heaven  bath  not  been  done  as 
bath  been  done  upon  yerufalem  \.  To  go  through  the  detail 
of  lb  lafting  and  cos^l^ted  a  miftry,  is  no  more  pofllUe^ 
than  it  would  be  proper,  in  »  difcou^fe  of  this  kind  ;  the  bu^ 
finels  of  which  is>  nei^er  to  difpute  upon  the  doubtfid  parts 
of  the  hifiorj,  nor  to  amufe  the  hearer  with  the  particulars 
of  what  is  moft  undoubted,  but  to  build  religious  and  moral 
condnfions  on  thofe  general  fa^,  which  ever j  onr  muft  ad^ 
mit,  and  will  eafilj  recoiled,  on  this  moumful  fulijed*  We. 
all  know  th^  tragedy  bega9  wit)i  the  «>o  ju^  occafion,.  unhap^ 
{ulj  given  on  each  fide,^  for  complaints  and  fear  a.  It  pro«f 
ceedod,  on  the  fide  of  tlu^  di0iffe£ked,  to  tho  uajulUfiable  rev 
medics,  firft  of  fedition,  then  of  opea  rebellion ;  disably  un* 
jaftifiable,  as  the  grieva^cei  .«tt^ed  were  already  r«drefled: 
sad  it  conclidded^  after  thisi  many  diftfeflfs  of  a  civil  war  un- 
dergone for  fevcral  years,  in  the.  murder  of  the  king,  and  the 
Mai  (uin  of  thie  poiifUtutiop  \  to  wM^h^  after  trying  m  vain 
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ererj  wftjr  td  fare  it^  and  aMking  fvcb  conoefidtti  fir  tsm 
and,  as  tkt  better  add  grtater  part.eV^  ef  his  adTer&fles  viv 
tad  t»  ba  fufficiant,  be  diad  at  laft  a  iHlling  and  a  paiieat 
iBartTT.  / 

Tbafe  are  the  prtacipal  points^  frtmi  t^hieh  w6  are  BMrt» 
driw  proper  nfiea.    tPteffiM  and  prefsdioe  way  aifil j  fa^et 
Verj  improper  ones ;  and  this  daj  beeoma  t^  fitch  appiica« 
tiont  of  things  as  contending  parties  are  too  ^  to  makc^fl^ 
inftrument  of  perpetuating  thofe  animofitics,  agunft  whidi  ii 
'ought  to  caution  us  for  ever*     To  cenfnre  with  bitteraefs  diS 
perfims  or  the  proceedings  on  either  fide  nottr,  when  d  Aitf 
were  concerned  on  both,  are  gone  long  finee  to  anlwet  lor 
their  fins  before  God,  is  neither  ufeful  nor  decent.     And  ta 
albribe  at  random  the  fame  difpofitiena  to  airf  c^tho  preftol 
generation,  is  both  uncharitable  towards  them,  and  prqmfi-' 
cial  to  the  public.     What  lies  before  its  on  die  oceafien,  if 
onlj,  from  the  errors  of  our  anteftqrs,  to  inftmft  aid  UttA 
oui^iBlves.    And  we  fliall  nei^r  fee  dearly,  either  wbat  thofa 
errors  were,  or  how  we  are  to  guard  againfl  them^  mikfi  we 
confider  things  with  a  mild,  wi  well  as  ferious,  temper  rf 
aoind*    This  will  teach  us,  even  where  we  dilFer^  aa  flies 
muft  be  allowed  to  difler,  in  judging  what  the  aondnft  oT 
others  was  formerlj,  and  bow  lar  it  was  ri|^t  or  wrong,  to 
9!fM  however  in  our  determination  of  the  ^Bential  qaefBoa^ 
what  our  own  oondud  ought  to  be  now.     Thus  we  flnll  he 
fure  to  avoid  all  hurtfal  condufions,  and  take  the  right  waj 
to  make  a  variety  of  ufefiil  ones.    For  doubtkfs  every  nsk 
of  men  amongft  us,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  from  the  hi^ieft 
to  the  loweft^  may  kam  moft  important  leffims  otrigi^eowfnefif 
from  thofe  failures  of  their  predeceflbrs,  and  thofe  enfaing 
miferies,  which  we  Iiift[|,ent  this  day.     There  was  oe  one 
party,  or  order  of  men,  but  did  wrong ;  nor  almoft  aoy  one 
thmg,  in  which  they  finned,  but  they  fufiered  a  like  retnn 
for  it.     And  it  fliould  be  cur  bufine£i  at  prefient,  whatever  ojtf 
ftation  is,  ecclefiaftical  or  dvO,  not  only  to  recoHed  tti»  finihs 
in  others,  of  which  thofe,  who  went  before  us,  compfewj; 
but  chiefly  thofe,  into  which  they  fell  themfehres.     For  thss 
each  part  of  the  fociety,  inftead  of  f uch  mutual  imputttioos; 
as  tend  to  make  the  whole  uneafy,  would  be  led  to  fuch  » 
home  amendment,  as  tends  to-  make  it  happy.     But  leaviog 
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juid  recommending  to  ever  j  fort  of  perfons,  the  care  of  draw. 
ing  inferences,  rightly  fuited  to  their  own  cafes  in  particular ; 
I  fliaU  only  enlarge  on  the  general  dlrediqns,  which  fo  dread- 
fiil  a  time  of  fin,  and  fufiering,  maj  give  to  us  all  in  com* 
mon* 

Now  the  great  comprehenfive  lefibn,  which  God  intends  to 
teach  bj  everj  judgment,  is  an  awful  regard  to  himfelf,  as 
'the  moral  governor  of  the  world  ;  and  a  faithful  pradice  of 
true  religion,  Buthere/ome  will  inilantlj  obje^,  were  not 
the  mifchiefs  of  thofe  days  chiefly  owing  to  religion ;  many 
of  the  diiputea  m^^y  of  a  religious  nature  ;  and  all  of  them 
embittered  beyond  ipeafure  by  a  mixture  of  religious  animo- 
fiti^s  ?  How  then  is  it  recommended  to  us  from  hence  ?  A 
Utjtle  patient  attention  will  ihow  you.  Real  religion,  the  love 
of  Gknl  ou^  common  father^^  the  love  of  him  whofc  peculiar 
precept  is  $0  love  one  another  *,  can  never  produce  hatred  ^d 
contention  upon  earth.  It  is  the  ftrongeft  bond,  that  can  be, 
of  union  and  peace  :*  the  ftri&eft  reftraiut  of  every  injurious 
pailion ;  the  moft  powerful  incitement  to  every  benevolent 
and*  merciful  deed.  It  is  the  only  foundation  of  truft  and  fe- 
earity^  ami^  all  that  can  happen  around  us ;  and  of  tran- 
quillity and  joy  within  us.  But  hypocrify,  ftiperftition,  and 
enthufiafm,  though  extremely  different  from  religion,  are  of-. 
ten  miftaken  for  it ;  and  thefe  may  work  very  £ital  effeds 
under  its  namej^  efpecially  when  pretences  of  extraordinary 
^ety  and  purity^  on  one  fide,^  are  made  peculiarly  plaufible 
and  popular,^  by  the  prevalence  of  immqrality  and  profanenefs 
on  the  other ;  which  enormities,  though  far  frona  univerfal, 
were  too  common,  amongft  the  friends  of  the  royal  caufe,  not- 
withflanding  the  exceHent  example  ef  the  king,  whom  even 
Kis  enemies  owned  to  be  iincerely  pious,  and  ficidly  virtuous. 
But  then,^  if  religion  may  l^e  counterfeited  or  perverted  to  bad 
purpofes,  fo  may  every  good  thing  in  the  world ;  honour, 
iriendihip,  loyalty,  public  fpirit,  liberty  itfelf.  And  things 
of  ;in  indifferent  nature,  and  little  ufe,  if  often  mifapplied,  it 
is  juft  and  prudent  to  abolifh.  But  attempts  againft  the 
principles,  that  keep  fociety  from  diflblution^  as  ftr  as  they 
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can  be  effeAual,  muft  be  pernicious.  And  amo&gft  thefe  prin^t 
ciples,  God  hath  taken  cfpeeial  care,  that  the  firft  and  great 
law  of  our  being,  the  reverence  due  to  hinrkfelf,  ihall  be  ci^ 
tirpated  out  of  the.  world  ;  and  that  everj  efFort  to  weaken  it^ 
ihall  be  clofe  followed  bj  confcquences  of  private  and  public 
miferj ;  which  will  feverelj  prove,  as  indeed  they  have  begun 
to  do  amongil  us,  that  whatever  men,  wi/c  in  thiir  own  con-' 
ceit*^  may  think,  the  fear  of  the  Lord^  that  is  Viifdom  ;  ani 
to  depart  from  evU^  is  underfianding  f. 

The  thing  then  to  be  endeavoured  is,  pot  to  leffen  but  in- 
creafe  the  regard  to  true  ircligion  ;  only  diftinguifliipg  it  care- 
fully from  whatever  elfe  puts  on  its  nan>e.  Want  of  this  care 
produced  great  errors  and  evils,  in  the  days  of  which  I  am 
fpeaking*  There  was,  it  muft  be  owned,  in  the  frieods  and 
governors  of  the  church,  an  over  warm  zeal>  and  very  blame- 
able  ftifFnefs  and  fc verity.  Bat  there  was  alfo,-  in  the  ene- 
mies of  the  church,  a  moft  provoking  bitternefs  and  perverfe- 
nefs  J  with  ^  wild  eagernefs  for  innovation,  founded  on  igno- 
Tant  prejudices,  which  their  heated  fancies  raided  into  necef- 
fary  truths  ;  and  then^  looking  on  them  as  the  caufe  of  Chrifl, 
they  thought  themfelyes  bound  and  commiflioned  to  overturn 
whati^ver  was  contrary  to  them.  The  enthuiiafm  of  that  be- 
lief gave  them  a  fpiiit.and  vehemence  in  all  they  undertook i 
which  comnion  men,  ading  on  conmion  motives,  could  hard- 
ly be  expeSed  to  withftand.  Their  fuccefs,  in  its  turn,  in- 
flamed their  imaginations  of  being  dire<^ed  and  affifted  from 
above  ;  and  they  thought  themfclves  authorifcd  by  this  higher 
difpenfation,  to  tread  under  foot,  without  fcriiple,  the  ordina- 
ry rules  of  right  and  juftice. 

Let  us  always  then  beware  of  all  fuch  miflakes,  as  then 
prevailed  on  either  fide.  Let  us  never  be  vehement  for  or 
^gainft  matters  of  indifference ;  about  matters  of  importance, 
let  us  be  earneft  with  mildnefs  ;  and  neither  defire  to  fee  au- 
thority  exercifcd  in  religion,  to  the  oppreflion  of  any  ones 
confcience.  Let  us  cooly  confider,  of  which  extreme  we  art 
moft  in  danger,  and  oppofe  that ;  whatever  fhape  or  name  it 
aftumes.  The  name  is  but  a  circumftance  ;  the  thing  to  be 
dreaded  is,  the  principle,  or  tlic  praftice,  of  advancing  fa- 
vourite 

*  Rom  xi.  aj.  xii.  l6.  f  Job  xxviii.  a8. 


Ser.  CJj:XVlf.     of  Divine  Providence,  &c-  ^^7 

Vourite  noti6ns  and  fchemes  bj  force  or  fraud.  The  Puritan 
icalots  were  fhockiiiglj  guilty  of  that  crime.  The  church 
bf  RoTrie  is,  if  poflible,  ftill  more  fo  :  probably  not  a  little 
concerned  in  bringing  on  us  the  evils  of  this  day ;  certainly 
^  determined  cnemy^  ever  to  be  had  in  view,  feared  and 
guarded  againll.  But  then  the  effeftual  rnethod  of  guarding 
againft  falfehood,  is  not  by  oppofing  to  it  a  contrary  falfe- 
hood,  as  bad  or  worfe,  and  fetting  up.licentioufnefs  tb  en- 
counter  bigotry :  this^  inftead  bf  curings  is  multiplying  evils ; 
tvhich,  bppofite  as  they  feem,  will  thrive  together,  and  each 
affift  the  others  growth.  Nothing  can  fecure  us  from  falfe 
religion  but  triie  :  nothing  give  happinefs,  private  or  public^ 
but  that  ferious  regard  to  Godj  which  will  place  us  under  his 
fatherly  proteftion  ;  and  fuch  rational  notions  of  the  doftrinesi 
and  precepts  of  his  holy  word,  as  will  direft  us  into  the  prac* 
iice  of  all  thofc  duties  which  wCj  owe  to  each  other. 

The  fecond  leffon  of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  judgments  of 
Heaven  on  our  forefathers  plainly  teach  us,  is  paying  due 
obedience  to  legal  authority,  and  religioufly  abftaining  from 
the  fmalleft  inftances  of  difrefpeft  to  it ;  fince  we  find  they 
have  infeniibly  carried,  even  well-meaning  and  wife  men,  in- 
to the  utmoft  lengths   of  wrong  and  imprudent  behaviour; 
All  the  diforders,  of  which  this  day  reminds  us^  began  with 
the  lower  marks  of  difafFe6lion  :  immoderate  complaints,  in- 
decent refleftions,  ill-natured  interpretations,  groundlefs  fuf- 
picions,   firft  thoughtlefsly,  then  defignedly,   tpread  abroad; 
tiU  by  degrees  they  took  fuch  root,  that  nothing  Was  too  bad 
to  be  believed^  nothing  good  enough  to  be  approved.     Dif- 
contcnt  and  clamour  foon  ripened  into  fedition  and  tumult  j 
after  which^  open  rebellion  and  general*  confufioa  followed  of 
courfc.'     Still,  it  is  by  no  means  unlawful,  either  to  reprefent 
grievances,  or  to  oppofe  ill  meafures;  -.  On  the  contrary,  do- 
ing thefe  things  prefferves  a  government ;  negle^ing  them 
leads  to  its  ruin  :  and  had  the  means  of  doing  them  been 
freely  and  early  allowed,  and  honeftly  ufcd,  in  the  times  we 
^rc  now  confidering,  probably  none  of  the  mifchiefs  that  fol- 
lowed had  ever  been  known.     But  then,  reprefefitations  muifc 
ilwajs  be  true,  decent,  needful;  feafonable.     And  oppofition 
fcould  never  be  made,  but  after  impartial  confide  ration,  with 
evident  neccffity,  by  peaceful  and  regular  methods,  by  pru* 
•   3  H  a  dent 
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dent  and  cautions  fteps ;  with  proper  fabmii&on  to  all  that 
are  fet  over  nsy  and  with  the  moft  facred  regard  to  the  fore* 
reign  power ;  for  if  that  be  fliaken^  experience  hath  Ihewa 
U3  all  is  in  danger*  Let  us  therefore  onlj  remember,  that 
whatever  was  wicked  and  pernicious  formerly,  is  of  the  £uDe 
nature  ftill ;  and  it  will  prove  an  excellent  diredion  to  our 
condud.  From  hence  perfons  in  lower  ftations  w91  lean, 
not  to  difquiet  themfelves  and  their  neighbours^  to  ill  pur- 
pofe^  with  injudicious  vehemence  concerning  things  out  of 
their  fphere,  but  leave  thofe  to  conda&  them  whofe  bufinefs 
it  is  ;  thinking  charitably  of  them,  and  praying  heartily  for 
the^i.  Thofe  of  higher  degree  will  be  induced  to  proceed* 
in  what  lies  before  them^  with  temper  and  confideratenelsf 
with  equity  and  candour ;  with  care,  neither  to  provoke  re- 
fentmenty  nor  excite  jealoufy.  And  we  fliaU  all  of  every 
rank  be  ihftru£ted,  to  acknowledge  thankfully  the  many  ble£- 
fings  that  we  enjoy,  beyond  what  our  mi£eraUe  anceftors  did 
a^  century  ago ;  and  not  only  to  bear  with  cbeerfulnefs  the 
necefTary,  though  heavy  burdens,  that  have  been  laid  on  us, 
for  the  fafety  of  all  which  can  juftly  be'  dear  to  us,  but  fub- 
mit  with  patience  to  whatever^  we  may  any  of  us  apprebead, 
we  fuffer  more  than  we  need  ;  feriouily  refleding,  what  fatal 
effefts  may  ariie  from  a  different  fpirit^  For  in  the  times 
'  before  us,  when  there  were  confefledly  many  grievances,  and 
fome  of  them,  great  ones,  yet  how  inconfiderable  were  thej» 
when  compared  with  the  blood(hed  and  devaftation,  the  o^ 
prei&on  and  confufion^  the  total  deftru&ion  of  church  and 
ftate,  which  unwife  and  undutiful  attempts  for  redrefs  at 
lehgtli  produced  !  Let  not  us^  therefore,  murmur^  ai  fome  tf 
them  murmured^  and  were  dtjiroyed  of  the  dejlroyer  *. 

A  third  lefTon,  which  this  day  affords  us,  is,  not  to  be  &nd 
of  innovations,  either  in  civil  matters  or  ecclefiailical.  It  is 
a  common  weaknefs  of  mankind,  to  averlook  the  advantages 
of  their  condition,  and  dwell  only  on  its  inconveniencies  and 
defeds,  real  or  imagined  5  till,  though  a  very  tolerable,  or 
i>erhaps,  on  the  whole,  a  very  good  one,  it  appears  to  them 
worfe  than  any  other  into  which  they  can  fall.  £ven  the 
more  indolent,  therefore,  inftead  of  difcountenancing,  look 

favourahlj 
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ikvourablj  on  propofals  for  change.     And  the  more  enter* 
prifing  ruih  on  with  eagemefs  to  unhinge  and  overfet ;  never 
once  refle£ting^  whether  the.  projed  be  not  either  impoifible 
to  be  accompliihedy  or  not  worth  the-  paips^  injurious-  to 
others,   or  likely  to  prove  pernicious  to  themfelves ;  never 
Jeriouflj  confidering  what  they  have  to  fubftitute,  whether 
it  can  take  place  ;  and  lafi^  whether  it  will  be,,  on  the  whole, 
for  the  better  or  the  worfe.     Thus  were  too  many  of  ouc  < 
predeceflbrs  in  this  nation  difpofed  t  extremely  miierable  un* 
der  a  ccuiftitution  of  government,,  which  they  found  too.  late 
infeporable  from  theic  happinefs ;  aiid  fo  eameft  to  reform 
every  part  of  it,  that  they  ruined  the  whole.     The  projeds 
for  eftabliihing  perfeft  liberty  in  the  ftate,.  ended,,  as  too  much 
liberty  always  will,. in  abfolute  tyranny:  fucceffive  tyrannies, 
of  various  ihapes„  and  n^mes  unheard  of,.  difpoiTefling  each 
other,;  harraifing  the  nation  with  continual  uncertainties  and 
alarms  ;  exhauiling  it  with  daily  executions  and  impofitions. 
The  fchemes  for  reftoring  an  imaginary  purity  in  the  churchy 
nnexpeftedly  ran  to  fuch  lengths,,  as  deftroyed  the  whole  frame,. 
of  ity  and  involved  the  crown  in  its  fall.     No  other  form  of 
religion  could  be  fet  up  infiead  of  that  which  was  abolifhed.. 
Mens  minds  were  held  in  continual  agitation,  by  the  wild 
zeal  of  contending  fe^  :  teaching  do&rines,  fome  blafphem- 
Otts  againfl  God ;  fome  fubverfive  of  all  order  amongft  men  ^ 
ibme  contrary  to  all  care  of  virtue  and  good,  life ;'  and  every 
thing  was  tolerated,  buttfi^hat  had  a  right  to  be  eftabliihed« 
How  thefe  things  would  have  ended ;  whether  in  a  total  con« 
tempt  of  religion,  and  moral  obligations  too  i  or  whether^ 
after  that  was  found  infupportable,  as  it  foon  muft,  the  Ro^ 
mijb  fuperftition,  ever  vigilant  and  a£live,  would  have  over* 
fpread  the  nation,  wearied  out  with  divifions,  and  glad  to  em* 
brace  any  thing  that  promifed  unity :  this  God  hath  merci- 
fully hid  from  our  knowledge,  by  bleiling.  us,  in  the  extre* 
mity  of  fuch  mi&ry,  with  it9i  only  cure,,  the  reftoration  of 
our  ancient  conftitntion..    lieti  us  e^eexn  i%  then  as  wa  oughts 
and  be  zealous  to  preferve  it ;  improve  it,  if  we  can  really 
and  fafely ;  but  not  be  forward  to  pra&iije  ujion  it  without 
ncccffity,  or  fome  very  valuable  end.     Hoping  for  perfefiicn^ 
in  any  thing  human,  is  vifiouary ;  murmuring  for  want  of  it, 
is  refolving  never  tg  be  happy  ^  and  taking  irregular  methods 
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.    to  obtain  it,  is  the  fure  waj  to  be  wretched.     Some  altera- 
tions,  indeed,  from  time  to  time,  the  reafon  of  things,  and  the    I 
changes  of  circumftances  maj  require :  but  that  no  wanton  or    | 
doubtful,  much  lefs  dangerous  trials,  ought  to  be  made,  the    I 
fatal  experience  of  this  day  fully  fliews* 

And  a  fourth  direftion,  which  it  gives  as  plainly,  is,  to  be-     I 
ware  of  the  fpirit  of  paf  ty .  Nothing  but  that  could  have  blind- 
ed and  embittered  people  fo^  as  to  make  them  deftroy  them-     ! 
felves  and  the  public,  without  feeing  or  feeling  it.    Few,  if  any, 
at  firft,  had  the  leaft  intention  of  what  they  afterwards  did : 
very  probably,  had  it  been  foretold  them,  they  would  have 
abhorred  the  thought.     But  perfons  cannot  even  guefs,  when 
they  give  themfclves  up  to  this  kind  of  zeal,  how  ftrong  it 
may  grow  within  them  ;  or  how  they  may  be  entangled,  and 
carried  on,  againft  their  wills.     7%e  beginning  of  Jirife  is  «/ 
^uhen  one  letteth  out  tuater :  nobody  can  fay  how  far  it  ma/ 
overflow^  or  how  hard  it  may  be  to  get  it  back  into  its  chan- 
nel, and  repair  the  breach.'    Therefore  leave  off  contention^  he* 
fore  it  he  meddled  with  *,  and  by  mutual  provocation  worked 
up  into  a  rage.     When  party  refentments  and  contefls  run 
high,  the  general  good  is  no  longer  in  view  :  both  fides  at- 
tend wholly  to  the  advancement  of  their  own  power ;  dc- 
preffing  their  adverfaries  ;  forcing  them  into  meafures  hurt- 
ful to  the  public  ;  the  worfe  the  better  ;  and  no  way  is  left 
untried  to  ruin  one  another,  till  the  ruin  of  the  whole  is  too 
probable  a  confequeficc.     But  above  ally  in  countries  blcft 
with  freedom,  amidft  numberlefs  advantages,  there  is  one  pe- 
culiar danger  ;  that  the  high  fpirit  which  it  gives  men,  and 
the  full  opportunities  which  they  have  to  exert  "that  fpirit, 
may  produce  diffentions  utterly  deftrudlive,  not  only  of  peace 
and  comfort,  but,  in  the  end,  of  freedom  itfelf.  '  Let  us  there- 
fore always  remember  St.  PauPs  caution.     If  ye  hite  and  it- 
vour  one  ariotber,  take  heed  that  ye  be  not  confumed  one  of  ano- 
ther t '  and  behave  fuitably  to  St.  Peter*s  tule,  as  free,  yet 
not  u/ing  our  liberty  for  a  cloak  of  malicioufnefs^  hut  as  the 
fervants  ofGodX. 

Thefe  then  are  the  inflruftions,  which  the  dreadfid  jndg- 
ment^  this  day  commemorated,  affords  us :  to  fear  God^  ho- 

noof 
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ttour  the  ^iffgj  and  not  meddle  with  them  that  are  given  to 
change  * ;  but  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives,  in  all  godlinejs 
and  honejly  f.  The  tranfgreffion  of  thefe  duties,  was,  bj  the 
natural  coufequenoes  of  things,  and  the  juft  permiiCou  of  hea* 
ven,  the  caufe,  on  the  peoples  part,  of  thofe  terrible  calami-. 
.ties,  under  which  our  anceftors  groaned  fo  long  ;  and  were 
made  to  learn  righteoufncfs,  not  as  we,  bj  experience  of  others, 
but  bj  heavy  fufferings  of  their  own,  Tq  thefe,  however, 
God  in  his  good' time  gracioufly  put  an  end  :  and  re-eftablifli- 
mg  Qur  ancient  form  of  goyernment,  hath,  by.  a  wonderful 
fucceiSon  of  kind  providences,  prefcrved  it,  through  innume-  • 
rable  dangers,  from  abroad  and  at  home,  to  this  day.  Nor 
^rhaps,  with  all  the  faults  of  the  prefent  age,  which  God 
knows  are  neither  few  nor  fmall  ones,  would  it  be  eafy  for  us 
to  fix  on  almoft  any  other  time  or  country,  in  which  we  could, 
with  reafon,  rather  have  made  it  our  choice  to  live.  Let  us 
therefore  join  gratitude  for  his  mercies  with  fear  of  his  judg- 
ments ;  and  be  moved,  by  both,  to  piety  and  Virtue,  public 
and  private-  He  hath  given  us  great  and  frequent  proofs  of 
his  readinefs  to  fave  and  prote&  us  \  together  with  fome  few 
moft  deferVied  inftances  of  difple^fure  ^d  puniihrnent ;  thus 
placing  before  our  eyes,  and  leaving  to  our  choice,  the  happi« 
Qcfs  of  a  religious,  loyal  and  moral  people,  or  the  miferies  of 
a  profane,  rebellious,  and  wicked  one.  Now^  therefor^^  to 
conclude  iii  the  words  of  the  prophet  Samuel^  V y^  ^i^  fi^K 
the  Lord,  andferve  him,  and  obey  his  voice  ;  tbeifjhatt  both ye^ 
and  the  king  that  reigneth  over  you,  continue  following  the 
Lord  your  God,  But  if  ye  will  not  obey  the  voice  of  the  Lori^ 
hut  rebel  again/l  his  commandment:  then  Jhall  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  be  againftyou^  as  it  was  againft  your  fathers  %. 

*  ProT.  xziv.  ai.  t  X  Tim^  U«  a.  \i  Sani.  xU.  23, 14,  ij. 
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Eqci.ES.  vii.  4, 
Tnke  heart  of  the  wijk  is  in  the  houfe  of  moundngs 

^TfJE  providence  of  God  is  one  great  inftrument,  whidi  he 
ufes  for  our  inftruftion ;  and  everj  dUpenfation  of  it  i« 
£tted  to  convey  very  ufeful  admoi^itions  to  petfons  of  atten- 
tive minds.  But  t^e  mournful  events  of  things  have  a  pecu- 
liar force  to  excite  recoHeAion  and  ferious  thought ;  to  place 
our  condition  here,  in  a  }uft  and  llrong  light  before  our  cyesi 
to  awaken  fentiments  within  us,  of  piety  and  refignatioD,  faa- 
manity  and  compaffion ;  and  prompt  us  to  make  tfaefe  die 
rule  of  our  conduft.  So  long  as  nothing  alamts  us,  we  grow 
too  conmionly  negligent  and  inconfiderate ;  fbrget  our  dan- 
gers, forget  our  mercies  ;  give  up  our  hearts  to  every  paflion 
that  feizes  on  them  ^  and  thus  are  often  led  to  do  gr^t  hann, 
both  to  others  and  ourfelves.  But  when  the  judgments  of 
Cod  are  in  the  earthy  then  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  learn 
righteoufnefs  *.  When  the  voice  of  the  Lord  crieth  unto  the 
<ity,  Hear  je  the  rod^  and  who  hath  appointed  it  f  :  then  the 

#  li^  zzvi.  9*  f  Mic.  wl  9« 
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wars  6/ them  that  hearjhdll  heixrien  /  the  tenft  alfo  of  the  rajb 
Jball  ttnderjiynd  knoivledge  *.  But  oF  all  the  ftrokes  of  God^j^ 
hand,  that  Which  carfies  the  gteateft  awe  With  it,  is  death  ; . 
the  fintence  nf  the  Lord  over  alt  fiejh\.  The  fight  or  the 
thought  of  that  iitipoi-tant  chaflgei  from  the  conllitution  of 
bur  nature,  rtiakei  very  ftrdng  imptcffions  upon  us  ;  and  tlie 
loliger  we  revolvfc  the  fubjeiS:  in  oUt*  minds,  the  more  reafon 
We  find  to  be  deeply  kfTeAed  by  it^  and  a£L  with  a  continual 
"vie^  to  it;  Nothing  therefore  wduli  influence  iis  moVe  ef- 
fednally  to  apply  oXtr  hearts  tint'o  wifdom  J  ;  if  it  were  not  for 
this  dil&  circumftailce,  that  being  ftirrounded  with  daily  in- 
Ranees  of  mortality,  they  are  familiarized  to  us  in  fuch  a 
manner  by  theit  frequelicy,  that  though  in  reafon  they  ought 
to  have  the  greater  efieA  upon  Xxs  for  their  number,  yet  in 
hBt  they  hive  ttfUally  littli  dr  noncj  unlefe  there  be  Ibmething 
either  in  their  hesLrn'efs  to  Us^  ir  their  public  importance,  to 
Siftingnidi  them  firbm  coimhoii  cafes^  aild  engage  a  more  in- 
ierefting  attention  to  thctrii  We  ihould  therefore  be  very 
tarefbl  never  to  mifs  the  ojppbrtunity  of  improving  ourfelves 
by  due  re&e^idn^  on  JTucb  deaths,  as  our  own  particular  con- 
tern  in  theth^^  or  th$  general  one,  makes  confiderable ;  but, 
hbW  great  foe  vet  but:  Ibfs  be  otherwiTe,  refolve  to  gain  this 
advantage  notwithftahding^  that  hy  the  fadnefs  of  the  counter 
Hoftce  our  heart  Jtali  btccmie  better  }. 

For  to  Valuable  a  piirppfe,  it  is  well  worth  while  to  bear 
Nnth  all  tb^  gloomin^fs  of  the  hoiffe  of  mourning ;  to  place 
ourfelves  voluntarily  in  it  a  while^  and  return  thither  from 
time  lb  time ;  deliver  ourfelves  iip  to  fuch  meditations,  as 
we  find  it  fitted  to  infpire ;  and  dwell  upon  them  fomewhat 
longer^  than  the  firft  untivoidable  impreilions  oblige  us.  For 
inbll  iifeful  kfibns  will  the  heart  of  the  wife  be  able  to  learn 
there  ;  aiid  excellent  rujes  of  conduft,  with  refped  to  himfelf, 
to  the  mem6ry  of  thofe  who  are  deceafed,  and  to  fuch  as  they 
btre  le^  behind  them. 

1.  With  tefpea  to  himfelf.  Death  is  the  end  of  all  mcn^ 
and  the  living  wiUJay  it  to  his  heart  ||.  It  is  becaufe  we  do 
not  lay  it  to  our  hearts,  that  we  moft  of  us  go  on  juft  as  if 

Vol.  Ill*  3 1  yfQ 
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i¥e  imagined  '^tt  was  to  be  no  end  at  all ;  and  tliongh  ve 
do  not  indeed  fpecolativelj  think  fo^  jet  we  liv^  and  aft  upon 
that  fuppofitioii ;  and  oni-  knowing  it  to  be  a  fjajfe  one  hath 
ho  manner  oif  inAuence^  fdr  want  of  reflefting  upon  it  as  (bdi. 
Hence  we  indulge  oar  fonls  in  vehement  defires,  and  fifl  oar 
dajs  with  endleis  projefts  $  every  )ioint  gained,  opening  an 
itilet  foir  more  to  be  aiined  at ;  erery  fiulure,  redoubling  oar 
eameftnejs  to  recover  our  loft  ground ;  and  we  never  reooU 
\t&,  how  life  IS*  waiting  tknder  us  all  the  while*  Even  to  the 
departure  of  others  before  our  eyes  we  attend,  only  as  an  op^ 
portunity  of  framing  and  following  new  fchemcs  ;  and  thos 
the  death  of  our  fellow-creatures  prdves  an  occafion  of  our 
forgetting  the  more  entirely,  that  we  ihall  ever  die  ourfdves. 
lliis  could  not  be,  would  we  but  ftop  a  little  at  the  boufe  of 
mourning  ;  and  make  the  mofl  obvious  of  all  reflexions  there, 
'  from  contemplating  the  end  of  others,  how  very  quickly  oar 
own  end  may  come,  and  how  foon  it  muft.  Such  thcwgfats 
will  enliven  our  diligence  in  performing  our  duty  here ;  in 
^orking^  while  it  is  day^  the  worts  of  him  tbatftnt  us  *•  For 
how  fuddenly  foever  the  night  may  overtake  us  thus  employ- 
ed ;  hlej/id  is  that  fervant  whom  his  Lard,  when  be  comes,  fiaO 
Jindfo  doing  f.  But  the  fame  fort  of  meditations  muft  furdy 
moderate,  beyond  all  things,  our  warmth  in  every  other  pnr- 
fuit ;  and  difpofe  us,  inftead  of  plunging  inconfiderately  for- 
wards, till  in, the  midft  of  our  buftle  we  drop  unexpededlj 
into  the  grave ;  rather  to  fecufe  the  prefent  time,  for  reool- 
ledting,  before  we  go  out  of  the  world,  what  our  behaviour 
hath  been  hitherto  in  it :  that  fo  we  may  endeavour  to  correft 
our  miftakes,  fupply  our  omiifions,  perfed  our  faith  and  re*  | 
pentance  ;  and  through  God^s  grace,  which  alone  can  enable  | 
us,  /orm  ourfelves  into  fuch  a  temper  of  mind,  that  we  may 
he  found  of  him  inpeace^  without  fpot  aniblamelefs  %• 

And  as  the  thoughts  of  death  are  excellently  fitted  to  com- 
pofe  the  vehemence  of  our  other  paf&ons,  fo  they  are  fitted 
particularly  to  check  that  yery  finful  kind  of  vehemeace, 
which  we  are  exceedingly  prone  to  exprefs,  one  againft  ano- 
ther. Whoever  will  but  confider  of  how  fhort  a  duration  our 
exiflence  here  is,  and  witlbhow  great  a  number  of  unavoidable 

fufileriiigB 
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fnierings  it  is  fiDed,  wiU  be  thonmghlj  ocmvinced,  tbat  tbero 
is  no  manner  of  need  fiur  us  to  load  die  few  and  evil  days  * 
of  onr  fellow-creatnres  with  addition^  uneafineiTes,  but  great 
occafion  to  give  cme  another  all  the  comfort  we  can ;  and  live 
as  frieodlj  as  poflible,  whilft  we  ftay  together,  with  thofe 
from  whom  we  are  to  part  fo  foon^  and  appear  before  thQ 
father  of  all,  who  will  treat  us,  so  we  have  treated  our  bre« 
tbroQ* 

Another  inftruAion,  which  the  heart  of  the  wife  will  learn 
w  the  hmmfe  ofmouraimg^  is,  never  to  flatter  himfelf  with  ex- 
pedationst  of  2axj  lafUug  good  iu  a  fbte  fo  uncertain  93  this. 
For  let  the  profpeft  appear  as  fair  as  it  wiU ;  yet  befides  a 
Hioltitude  of  other  things  to  deftroy  it,  evex^  fi^gle  inftance 
of  death  reminds  us,  that  our  own  liyes  maj  fiul ;  that  their 
lives,  in  whom  our  hapjj^nefs  is  placed,  or  on  whom  our  hopes 
depend,  may  fidl ;  and  even  thofe,  who  feem^  to  Hand  at  a 
peat  diftance  from  us,  ma  j  overturn,  by  their  £dl,  the  whole 
edifice^  which  our  forward  imagination  had  ereded.  Un- 
doubtedly the  dreams,  which  men  indulge,  of  enjoying  more 
in  the  world  than  it  hath  to  beftow  on  thpm,  are  mighty  plea* 
fing  ones  for  a  while.  Qut  from  the  firft  they  do  us  harm ;, 
they  give  us  a  different  turn  of  mind,  fram  what  our  Maker 
intended  we  ihould  have ;  ai^  when  a  difappointment  comes ; 
then  kfting  wretchedneis  immediately  fiicoeeds  our  fhort- 
Cved  felicity.  For,  whether  we  continue  in  a  ftate  of  dejec- 
tion; or  whether  we  repeat  the  fame  icXij-y  expeft  again, 
ttid  are  again  deceived ;  either  way  we  are  miferable.  Or  . 
coald  we  efcape  with  ever  fo  little  uneafinefi,  or  6njoy  in  this 
aaoner  ever  fo  much  pledure  here ;  yet  fetting  our  hearts; 
oh  that,  as  our  portion,  and  feeking  our  happinefs  where  God 
hath  not  placed  it,  can  never  end  weU  for  us.  And  therefore 
we  Ihonld  contemplate  with  care  every  difpenfation  of  pTpvi-> 
dence,  that  may  warn  us  agaiiift  fo  fetal  a  miftake  ;  and  hear- 
ken diligently  to  that  voice,  with  which  God  hath  appointed 
that'^ery  thing  on  earth  ihall  cry  aloud  to  us :  Arift  ye^  and 
depart :  for  this  is  not  your  rejl  f  •  So  far  from  it  indeed,  fo 
ab&Iutely  incapable  is  the  prefent  world  of  giving  us  any  fe- 
(urity  for  any  one  enjoyment^  that  the  higheft  and  the  lowed 
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p^rfons  in  It  are  qyitQ  up^q.  a  le^elf  ii^  tbis  refped*;  equally 
tmable  to  promife  the  leaft  fhing  wiA  certainty,  either  tQ 
tbeipfelyes  or  ^o  otherg.  Whatever  is  human,  is  alike  pre- 
carious \  and  our  only  fUire  dependence  is  on  the  power  that 
made  usr.  Put  nut  your  tKuft  iu.  ftrinces^  ppr  im  Qony  cUU  of 
man  :  for  th^re  is  no  help  in  them.  T^eir  breath  goeth  forth  ; 
they  return  to  their  earth  :  in  thaf  very  day  their  tbqugbupe- 
ri/h.  BleJ/ed  is  he^  that  hath  the  Gpd  of  Jacob  for  his  help  i 
nx)hofe  hope  i^  in  the  J,ord  his  God  ;  which  made  be(t»en  and 
earthy  the  fea  and  all  that  is  thfirein  4  wizcb  ieepeth  truth  for.- 
ever  *.  A  world,  lf)ce  thi^,  cannot  be  the  feat  of  happinels ; 
yet  our  gracious  prqator  and  Father  certainly  defigned  ns 
to  l)e  h^ppy.  And  thj^refore,  the  lefs  proviiion  he  hath  made 
for  it  here,  the  furer  ive  m^y  be,  that  a  better  itate  remains 
in  referye.  It  is  true,  indeed'  we.  are  all  Qnners  ;  and  from 
our  own  deferts,  could,  have  little^  ground  of  comfoxt  in  look- 
ing beyond  the  grave.  But  we  have  it  abundantly  from  the 
aiTurance  of  forglvenefs,  on  moft  equitable  t^nns,  ^i  Jefus 
Chrift  ;  who  hath  brought  life  and  immortality  to  Ughtj'^  and 
delivered  them^  who,  through  fear  qf  death,  v^ere  aU  their  hfe 
UmefuhjeB  to  bondage  J.  Here  then  it  is,  that  the  uncer- 
tainty of  life,  and  every  thing  in  it,  direds  us  to  fix  ;  on  the 
firm  foundation  of  faith  in  the  gofpel  of  our  blefled  Redeemer. 
Secuf ed,  by  him,  of  future  blifs,  in  proportion  to  the  pre- 
fent  afflidions,  which  we  bear  as  we  ought,  we  fliall  pais 
through  them  all,  not  only  with  compofed,  but  cheerful  re-? 
fignatiqn :  the  more  fteadfaiUy  we  look  pn  the  dark  fide  of 
objefts,  the  ciesgrer  light  will  arife  to  us  out  of  them ;  and  the 
trueft  confolation  from  the  hpufe  ofmotfrmug.^ 

You  fee,  therefore^  what  improyepaent  tj^  heart  ^tbevi/e 
ipay  receive  from  a  general  confideration  of  the  end  of  all  bum. 
But  the  further  view,  of  the;  different  ends  of  different  men, 
is  a  (ubjefl  of  yet  fi^rther  advantage*  72«  wicked  is  driven 
away  in  his  wickedne/s ;  but  fbe  righteous  hath  hope  in  his 
death  §.  The  fornier  pf  thefe  refledion^  is  indeed  a  verj 
--dreadful,  but  a  very  inftru£)bive  one.  For  whether  we  fct 
before  our  eyes  the  dying  terrors  of.  an  ill  pffrfpn,  whofe  coo- 
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fcknoo  h  awBJkened  too.  late,  or  the  £i^^  lAfenfibiUty  of  one 
hardmtd  tbnopgb  tie  decettfubufi  <^ Jin^y  and  going  to  lU 
dffwn  v^Jkrraw  f,,  without  the  leaH  apprehenfion  of  it,  no  ad- 
monition can  be  either  ftconger  or  more  ixpportant,  th^  that 
which  both  thele  cafes  natnrallj  convej.    Bnt  the  death  of 
the  rigltfeous  giy^  inftru^ioa  .unattended  with  horror ;  and 
^e  ferionfnefs  which  it  infpires,  is  pleafiog  aod  peaceful.    la 
oiiQ  way,  indeed,  of  oon^deriiig  things,  the  departure  of.  good 
and  virtaous  perfons  from  amongft  men,,  ia  matter  of  xnoft 
melancholy  refieftion.   Their  number  is  very  fmall,  and  their 
i;fe  is  very  great*     Thfij  are  tie /aft  of  the  earth  {,  that  pre- 
ferye  fociety  from  utter  cprruptioa  and  dillpl^tion*    And' 
though  the  generality  of  the  world  hath  little  regard,  to,  this,, 
and  is  much  more  apt  to  d^precigte  the  xjoerit  of  &9f  h,  than, 
to  thixik  of  the  jgood  they  do,  or  the  evils  they  prevent,  yet 
the  example  an4  influence  of  but  a  ^ew  of  them,  diflributed 
^amongft  the  x:eft  of  ipankind,  is.  a^  thijig  of  much  benefit :  and 
when  any  of  them  are  <]ualified  ^th  eminent  abilities,  and 
{ilaced  bj  Providence  in  ftadons.  o£  importance,  there  are 
dmea  when  their  life  may  be  ableillng  of  incredible  extent, 
and  their  death  prove  the  means,  of  opening  a  breach  for.  un- 
known mifchiefs  to  rufh  in.     Help,  Lord;  for  the  godly^ 
ynoM  ceafeti :  for  the. faithfut  fail  Jrofn  among,  tbe^  ciildrefk  of 
fnen  }•    ^e  right fous  f^r(/betk^  and  no  num  layeti  it  t^  beaeJ.: 
and  tie  mercifu/,  are  taken  avj^  ;  none  confid^ng^  that  tie. 
righteous  U  taiefi  awa^  from,  the  epii.  to  come  |{.     Sufik  refla- 
tions as  thefe,  i^  may.  perhaps  appear  wifdom  rather  to  driye 
from  us,  than  invite  them  to  difquiet,  u^t     But  it  is.alif^ays. 
wife  to  think  of  whf^tev€;r  it  ia.podible^to  prevent:  and  a. re- 
formation of  national  finse  is  the  plain.i^c^thf>dtto  pr^<eat  the 
.coming  of  national, calamities,  as  the  reform^tioa  of  onr£plves 
is  to  prevent.  Qifr  being,^  upon  the  whole,,  th^  worfe  fy^  th^oi, 
if  they  ihould  come*     Whatever  human  fi^ppocts  i^ayn  at  ^y 
time  fail^  God  will  always  fupport  that  people  who.  place  a 
virtuous  truil,in  him.     Or  thpugh  a  nation  w^ere^  growing,  in 
jippea^A^,  inoprrigibly  bad,  yet  they  whp  a^e,  careful,  to  pre- 
ferve  themfelves  from  the  fpreading  i^fe^jbi^p,.  particularly  by 

prudent 


•  Hfb.  la  i^  t  ^  I  tt.  }  Maitli.  ▼.  IS. 


^  T%€  Advantage  ofVtJiting    Sbs.  CXXVIU. 

prudent  xneditations  on  the  threatening  removal  of  valuable  I 
fcrfons,  may  poffiblj  be  thns  excited  to  fudi  ufefiilneis,  is 
will  defer,  if  not  hinder,  its  rain  ;  at  leaft  thej  take  the  waj 
ftr  dtliver  their  own  fouls*,  imdonbtedly  from  the  punifimients 
,  of  another  life,  and  perhaps  alfo,  whoDj  or  in  part,  from  fnf- 
ferings  in  this.  ^The  days  of  man  are  Sie  afbadovr,  that  de^ 
£Kn£th  ;  and  be  wither  etB  Sie  the  grafs.  But  the  lord  is  the 
fame  ;  and  his  years  fbtdl  have  no  end.  T7>e  ciUdreu  of  his 
fervants  fiaH  continue  ;  emd  their  feed  fiaU  fiand  f aft  in  his 
fghtf. 

Be  the  lofs,  dierefore,  otherwife  as  great  as  it  wiO,  which 
befaHs,  at  any  time,  either  the  pnMic  in  general,  or  ourfelves 
m  particular,  when  the  hand  of  God  fnatches  away  the  wor- 
thy and  the  eminent,  yet  dunking  ferionfly  and  rightly  upon 
it,,  we  may  certainly  extraA  more  than  a  little  good  from  it. 
And  whoever  is  taught  efiTeAually,  by  fuch  an  occurrence,  to 
etafefrom  man,  vohofe  hreath  i^  in  his  nq/lri/s  t,  and  place  his 
cxpedations  and  hopes  in  the  ever-living  God,  &lt  from  be- 
ing overwhelmed  by  the  inelandioly  fart  of  the  event,  will  . 
be  able,  with  a  very  tonfiderable  degree  of  compofednefs,  ta 
contemplate  and  improve  by  the  exdiv«nlng  and  comfiuting 
parts,. 

Amongft  others,  it  fureTy  is  one  very  great  comfort,'  to  feo 
or  to  hear  of  that  diftinguifliing  tranquillity,  with  which  reh- 
gious  perfons  meet  their  apj^oacfaing  difiUuUon.  Mori  the 
petfeR  man,  and  heboid  the  uptight  ,*  for  the  end  of  that  man 
is  peace  $•  Sometimes,  indeed,  fears  and  doubts,  arifing  ftom 
die  xnfiuence  of  adifbrdered  body,  doud  the  mind  of  the  righ- 
Ybous  at  their  dieath,  and  obfcure  their  fetting  fiin.  Nor  is  it 
ufdefs  to  take  notice  even  of  thefe  cafes,  for  our  future  fads- 
faftion,  if  ever  the  like  fliould  be  our  own^  that  our  covenant- 
right  to  God's  favour  may  be  very  well  grounded,  notwith- 
ftanding,  for  the  prefent,  we  are  quite  incapable  of  fbeing  and 
rejoicing  in  the  light  of  his  eomUenastce  |f  •  But  when  the  pious 
foul  enjoys,  in  that  hour,  its  genuine  ferenity,  then  is  the 
beauty  of  hoHneis  beheld  in  the  ftrongeft  point  of  view, 
then  we  have  a.  noble  opportimity  of  difceming  what  reli- 
gion 
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gion  is,  and  ivhat  it  can  do,  when  we  obferve  the  manner  in 
which  it  enables  thofe,  who  are  fapported  bj  it,  to  pofliefb 
themfeives  in  the  face  of  deat^  When  we  fee  them,  in  the 
ftrength  of  it,  joining  the  tendered  afieftiaas  to  thofe  whom 
they  leave  behind,  with  the  quieteft  fabmiflion  to  part  with 
them ;  and  the  moft  virtuous  reafons  for  wiihing  to  flay  long- 
er here,  with  the  moft  dutiful  obedience  to  him  who  4aUB 
them  away :  when  we  fee  them  calmly  dive^ng  themfeives 
of  their  deareft  attachments  to  life  j  and  only  foliqitous  to 
provide,  by  ferious  advice  and  kind  recommendations,  for 
the  happinefs  of  thofe  who  furvive  them :  in  the  midft  of  the 
acuteft  pains,  vMuiing,  with  the  mildeft  patience,  all  the  day^ 
of  their  apj^inted  time  *  ;  and  preferving  a  greater  fenfibility 
of  every  ones  fufferings  than  their  own :  ihewing  themfeives 
now,  what  they  always  were ;  but  rifing  in  their  virtues  pro- 
pordonably  to  their  trial ;  and  teftifying  that  their  faith  id 
the  viBory  that  overcometh  the  worjdf:  fuch  occafions,  as 
Grod  knows  they  had  need  bring  fome  advantage  with  thea^ 
fumilh  us  with  uncommon  means  of  learning,  in  the  £ham» 
bers  of  death,  what  are  the  true  principles  for  the  condud  of 
life.     But^ 

II.  The  heart  of  the  wife,  whilft  it  dwells  in  the  houfe  of 
mournings  will  not  only  improve  itfelf  in  a  general  fenfe  oF 
Chriftian  piety,  but  alfo  more  efpecially,  in  fuch  precepts  <^ 
it  as  confiitute  a  proper  behaviour  with  refped  to  the  nMfno- 
ry  of  tho£e  whole  departure  is  at  any  time  the  objeft  of  our 
thoughts.  The  dead,  indeed,  are  out  of  our  readi :  our  good- 
nds  extends  not  to  them,  and  our  enmiiyican  do.  them  no 
harm.  But  for  the  fake  of  common  juftice  and  humanity, 
we  are  bound*  to  the  amiable  duties,  of  ihewing  candour  in 
.regard  to  their  failings,  and  paying  the  honour  which  is  due 
to  their  merit. 

That  we  Ihould  ipeak  and  think  with  mildnefs,  concerning 
/fuch  as  partake  of  our  own  nature,  and  are  in  nothing  more 
like  us,  than  in  the  frailties  to  which  they  may  be  liaUe,  this 
is  what  all  men,  at  all  times,  have  a  right  to  claim  from  ua« 
Bat  they  who  have  fini/bed  their  courfe  {,  and  whofe  dweii* 
*«^  is  no  longer  voithfUfh  §,  they  feem  to  have  a  peculiar  ex- 
emption 

♦  Job  xiT.  4.  f  I  John  ▼.  4. 


eielptioti  from  thofe  feveriti^  of  cenfare^  wHch  amoftj^  the 
living  are  fd  much  too'  liberally  diftribnted  and  returned. 
Not  tbat  good  and  bad  chancers  are  tx>  be  confounded  aSter 
deatii,  any  mor^  xHsoxt  before  it ;  br  tie  wicked  td  ie  as  tie 
figbte&ui  *  ija  t&at  refped^*  o?  ahj  ofher.  B^t  jet,  not  even 
the  crimed  of  fuch  as  have  been  WoHe  oBeAders  ftah  bfA- 
nafy,  fliduld  be  tdated  Hn^  tiggtiaV^atim  and  infult;  br  indeed 
be  mention^  at  afi,  ttiore  than  the  Intebeils  of  virtiiie  ^aX 
ms^kind  r^iiire.  Much  lefs  ^fe  *w^  at  libertj  to  txatn|i? 
bn  die  aflies  of  perfons,  on  tibc  y^hoXe  religidlfii  ^d  virtttott^, 
or  receive  atctilhtions  againft  them,  ^f  which  ^rj  poffifal j  a' 
great  part  mky  chiefly,  or  entirely,  proceed  from  inventxcm 
or  miftake,  from  igporance  of  fkfts/  or  inatteitioii  t6  tircnid-* 
ftluiGtea,  or,  weaknefs  of  judgment.  Nay^  indeed,,  we  ought 
not  to  dwell  upon  the  failings  with  which  we  ha^  the  Wt 
teafon  to  apprehend  they  Were  chargesd^le,  f6  as  to  give  UieTe 
for  Iteir  charafter^  but  call  a  veil  ov^r  their  iitipbrfbftidns, 
ill  reverence  to  their  eftimable  )i|ualitiea«  lowfirds  tlie  Irring 
this  is  our  duty ;  but  if  we  fail  of  it  towards  the  dead;  no* 
thing  can  excufe  us.  The  thought:  of  that  awfbl  change, 
which  they  have  undergone,  might  alone  be  fufficient  to  cdm 
every  amotion  and  prejudice  that  we  may  formerly  have  6it 
againft  them.  But  befides,  all  the  provocations  that  we  dst 
have  received  from  them,  ate  now  at  an  end.  In  whatever 
they  have  interfered  with  us,  they  will  do  fo  no  more. 
Whatever  we  haVe  thought  blameable  iii  them,  the  cogniz- 
ance^ whether  it  be  or  not,  is  removed  to  a  higher  tribunal* 
They  ate  gone  to  anfweif  for  their  deeds  :  we  (hall  very  fiiort' 
ly  follow  to  anfwer  for  outs':  let  us  judge  one  ahcrther  with 
that  mercy  with  which  mi^y  our  Lord  and  Mailer  jddge  us 
all*  And  let  us  remember  too^  that  in  a  worldly  #iy  of  con^ 
fidering  things,  this  is  the  difcreet  method.  Refoice  mf  titer 
thy  grtiUeJl  enemy ^  ivbeu  dead  ;  but  teme>^er  that  ive  He  dltfm 
Soon  will  the  time  coiHe,  whi^  out  naiues  ^o  fliall  lie  ex- 
pofed  to  fuch  ufage  as  the  futvivots  may  think  fit  to  girc 
them*  And  therefore  the  confideration  of  what  ikibeeni9f 
qB  men,  flMmId  make  us  much  too  prudent,  ever  to  fet  an  ex- 
avaple  of  pofthumoua  rancout ;  and  indine  us^  by  treating  the 
6  memories 
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memories  of  others  with  generous  tendemefs,  ta  fecure  the 
(iune  treatment  to  our  own  hereafter. 

The  next  dutj  of  which  n^ortalitj  ihould  remind  us,  to- 
wards the  deceafedy  is  pajing  juft  honour  to  their  virtues. 
Honour  is  a  debt,  owing  indeed  to  worthy  chara&ers  in  this 
world  ;  but  feldom  well  paid,  till  after  they  are  gone  out  of 
it.     As  foon  as  it  is  too  late,  we  begin  to  perceive,  that  they 
dcfcrved  to  have  been  much  more  highly  valued  than  they 
were*     And  we  ihould  all  of  us  learn  from  hence,  to  eiteem 
thofe  for  the  future,  whilft  they  are  aKve,  whom  we  Ihall 
efteem  when  they  are  dead.     But  at  leaft,  when-  they  have 
completed  the  part'aj&gned  them  here,  and  performed  the 
principal  fcenes  of  it  well,  then  it  becomes  high  time  that 
thpfe  applaufes  ihould  be  given  them,  which  were  their  due 
before  ;  and  their  memory  be  put  in  poiTeffion  of  whatever 
they  ought  to  have  perfonally  enjoyed.     Flattering  the  dead 
will  do  neither  them,  nor  indeed  their  reputation,  any  fer- 
vice  ;  or,  if  it  could,  would  do,  at  the  fame  time,  much  harm 
to  mankind,  ^Jy  t^ng  away  diilinftion,  where  it  ought  to  be 
preferved*    But  as  the  delire  of  leaving  behind  us  an  honour, 
able  reputation,  when  we  have  earned  it,  is  naturally  a  ilrong 
principle  in  virtuous  breails,  and  a  very  ufeful  one  to  human 
fociety,  it  ihould  be  carefully  cheriihed,  by  allowing  to  every 
degree  of  real  defert  its  proper  acknowledgment,  and  ufing 
the  only  means  that  we  have,  of  making  thofe  yet  alive,  who 
in  every  other  refpe&  are  dead  to  us.     The  true  immortUity 
God  beftows  on  his  faithful  fervants,  and  them  alone,  in  ano- 
ther world  :  ,but  we  ihould  give  in  this  all  that  we  are  able, 
the  poor  ihadow  of  it,  an  honeit  fame,  to  as  many  as  are  en- 
titled to  it^  in  their  refpedive  ihares»     Whoever  hath  gene 
through  life  with  only  a  benevolent  heart  and  upright  inten.- 
tion^  though  it  be  in  a  private  rank,  hath  merit  confiderable 
enough  not  to  be  ^oon  forgotten.    And  in  proportion  as  other 
things  concur  to  raife  the  charaAers  of  men,  they  fliould  be 
refpefted  both  more  and  longer.     Whenever,  therefore,  the 
virtues  of  any  perfons  have  been  adorned  by  nature  with  un- 
common accompliihments,  and  by  themfelves  with  valuable 
acquiiitions  :  when  they  have  been  called  out  by  Providence 
into  the  view  of  mankind  ;  have  refiiled  the  greatcil  tempta- 
tions ;  appeared  equal,  without  effort,  to  the  grcateft  difHcul- 
VoL.  III.  3K:  ties;  <^ 
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ties  ;  filled  with  difFufive  beneficence  the  largell  fphcre  of 
public  life,  and  yet  paid  the  moft  accurate  and  amiable  re- 
gard to  the  various  duties  of  private  relations :  when  ihey 
have  fpent  their  dajs  in  this  manner,  and  finiflied  them  in 
the  manner  dcfcribed  before,  then  the  prudent  in  heart  wiD 
regret  their  lofs  with  the  deepeft  concern,  and  hame  tbem  in 
everlajltng  remembrance  *.     But, 

III.  We  may  learn,  from  a  confiderate  meditation  on  tbc 
examples  of  mortality,  very  ufeful  inftrudions  for  our  beha« 
viour,  not  only  with  refped  to  the  deaeafed,  but  thofe  whom 
they  have  left  behind,  any  way  peculiarly  related  to  them. 

The  death  of  a  wife  and  good,  of  a  near  and  affeAionate 
friend,  is  unfpeakably  the  greateft  of  all  calamities.     One 
finglc  ftroke  of  this  kind  may  deftroy  almoft  the  whole  com- 
fort of  our  lives  at  once  ;  and  a  very  few  of  them  leave  us 
in  the  moft  dreadful  of  folitudes  ;  deftitute  of  any  one  to  cn- 
truft  with  full  confidence,  amidft  numbers  to  fufpcS  and  fear; 
deftitute  of  help  againft  our  own  frailties  and  infirmities ;  and 
vaftly  more  miferable  for  having  been  happy.     Whoever  is 
capable  of  thefe  refleftions,  if  he  allows  himfelf  time  to  make 
them,  will  fincerely  pity  all  that  have  fufFered  fuch  a  lofs, 
and  equally  efteem  all  that  fliew  they  are  fenfible  of  it.   Right 
afFeftlons  are  the  very  foundation  of  a  right  charader :  and 
affeftion  continued  to  be  exprefled,  in  the  manner  it  ought, 
for  friends  and  relations  at  and  after  their  deaths,  carries  in 
it  an  evident  mark  both  of  fincerity  and  ftrength.    When, 
inftead  of  drawing  from  the  mournful  fcene,  perfons  fix  their 
hearts  entirely  upon  it ;  fulfil  to  the  very  utmoft  the  whole 
labour  of  love  \y  to  which  Providence  then  calls  them;  and, 
after  all  proves  fruitlefs,  transfer  their  concern  in  a  proper 
degree  to  the  fupport  of  their  partners  in  forrow,  each  evi- 
dencing  their  confcioufnefs  of  the  others  worth,  by  a  mutual 
tendernefs  that  goes  through  them  all ;  the  knowledge  of  this 
behaviour,  in  any  ftation  of  life,  muft  needs  fill  our  minds 
with  great  honour  and  regard  for  fuch  as  feel  afflidion  in  fo 
exemplary  a  manner  j  and  difpofe  us  effeaually  to  avoid  what- 
ever may  increafe  their  fufferings,   and  do  \%hatever  may  aJ- 
leviate  them.     But  efpecially  thofe  whom  we  are  bound  to 

reverence* 
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reverence  at  all  times,  we  ihonld  revei'ence  doubljUn  their 
diilrefs  9  itnd  tliofe  for  whom  at  all  times  we  are  bound  to 
pray,  vre  fliould  then  with  uncommon  earneftnefs  recommend 
to  the  God  of  all  comfort  *.  Let  u«,  therefore,  accordingly 
at  prefent  bcfeech  him,  that  he  would  be  merciful  to  that 
houfe  ^hich  is  now  peculiarly  the  houfe  of  mourning :  that 
he  would  be  merciful  to  thefe  nations  which  have  the  jufteft 
caufe  to  dare  in  all  their  griefs  ;  that  he  would  turn  from  us 
tbofe  evils  that  we  mqft  right eoufly  have  deferved ;  and  conti- 
nue to  us  thofe  bleffings,  which  through  his  infinite  goodnefs 
we  enjoy.  Grant  thefe  our  petition's,  gracious  God,  for  the 
fake  of  thy  ever-bleffed  Son,  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.    Amen. 

•  a  Cor.  i.  3. 
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(Prtachcd  in  the  PariQi  Church  of  St.  Bridget^  LondoHy  bc- 
^  fore  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord-Major,  ISc.  on  Mvh 
day  in  Eajler  Weei^  1738.) 

On  Christian  Beneficence  and  Liberality. 


I  Pet.  iv.  10. 


j^s  every  man  hath  received  the  gift^  evetfo  ndvifier  the  fame 
one  to  another^  as  good  Jlewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of 
God. 

nPHE  inducements  that  we  have  to  relieve  the  nufcries,  and 

promote  the  happinels  of  our  fellow-creatures,  are,  God 

be  thanked,  both  many  in  number,  and  of  various  kinds. 

Our  hearts  ilaturallj  incline  us  to  it  ^  our  reafon  approves 

of  it  as  right.     The  more  we  cultivate  kind  difpofitions,  the 

truer  peace  we  poffefs  within  ;*  and  the  greater  capacitjof 

fecial  happinefs,  the  fweeteft  papt  of  the  enjoyment  of  life. 

Willingnefs  to  do  good,  is  always  rewarded  with  the  eftcem 

of  mankind  -y  ^d  feifiihnefs  of  temper,  the  conftant  objed  of 

every  ones  averfion.     We  have  frequent  experience  in  our- 

felves  what  fuffering  is  ;  and  are  therefore  inexcufaUe,  if  we 

overlook  it  in  others.     We  live  in  a  world,  where,  if  it  were 

not  for  the  exercife  of  mercy  and  pity,  the  fece  of  things 

would  look  dreadful  with  miferable  obje&s  \  and  the  malti- 

tudejs  of  perfons  driven  to  defpair,  make  fociety  unfafe.    Be- 

fides,  we  know  the  vicifHtudes  of  human  afiairs ;  and  are 

nearly  concerned  to  encourage,  by  our  example,  that  fpirit  of 

goodnefs  and  compaffion,  of  which  we  or  ours  may,  on  one 

occalion  or  another^  eafily  come  to  have  great  need. 

Thefe 
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Thcfc  are  powerful  motives  to  beneficence ;  and  yet  the 
[influence  of  them  is  too  commonlj  exceeding  fmall.     The 
!  hearts  of  feme  perfond  have  but  little  fenfibilitj  ;  and  thofe  of 
others,  a  very  confined  and  partial  one.     Some  content  them- 
\  felves  with  talking  of  benevolence,  inftead  of  cultivating  it ; 
^  or  with  the  inward  feeling  of  good  affections,  infiead  of  exert- 
ing them ;  and  others  give  fcope  to  their  ^rong  inclinations^ 
and  their  right  ones,  promifcuouflj  ;  and  fo  ^  eafilj  do  more 
harm  in  the  world,  than  good*     To  fpeculative  reafonings  hnc 
few  perfons  attend ;  and  fewer  ilill  are  governed  by  them  in 
praftice.     Their  liablenefs  to  the  common  accidents  of  life, 
men  either  forget  amidft  the  pleafure^  of  it,  or  turn  into  an 
argument  for  attending  the  more  clofely  to  their  own  inte- 
refts.     As  for  reputation,  a  few  ads  of  goodnefs.  Well  ma- 
naged, will  obtain  as  much  of  it  as  they  are  concerned  about. 
Or,  if  they  cannot  be  efteemed,  they  may  hope  at  leaft  to  be 
courted.     And  even  if  they  fail  of  this,  they  can  affed  to  def- 
pife  it,  and  appear,  notwithftanding,  happy  ;  fome  in  their 
wealth,  fome  in  their  voluptuoufnefs. 

Our  wife  and  good  Maker  hath  therefore  not  left  us  to  the 
influence  of  thefe  motives  only  ;  but,  as  he  faw  it  ncceflary, 
that  in  all  our  ways  we  ihould  be  direded  by  regard  tp  him  ; 
fo  he  hath  added  infinite  force  to  the  above-mentioned  confi- 
derations,  by  giving  us^e  knowledge  of  himfelf,  and  teach- 
ing us  to  look  on  them  as  evidences  of  his  will.  He  undoubt- 
edly defigned  the  good  things  of  this  world,  not  for  the  gra- 
tification of  a  few  of  his  creatures  ;  but  for  the  benefit  of  all. 
And  he  hath  divided  them  unequally  amongft  us  ;  not  lliat 
one  part  of  the  human  race  ihould  fink  under  mifery  and 
want,  and  the  other  look  down  with  contempt  upon  them ; 
bat  that  pity  and  gratitude  ihould  be  mutually  exercifed^ 
and  the  pleafure  of  doing  and  receiving  good,  felt  among  men;- 
that  the  poor  ihould  be  ferviceable  to  the  rich ;  they,  in  re- 
turn, kind  to  the  poor  ;  and  both  united  in  the  bonds  of  mu- 
tual good-will,  from  a  fenfe  of  their  mutual  dependency. 
Thefe,  it  appears  from  the  knowledge  that  we  have  of  his  na- 
ture, muft  have  been  his  intentions.  The  fame  thing  appears 
further  from  the  nature  he  hath  given  uc,  and  the  circum- 
fiances  in  which  he  hath  placed  us.  But  that  no  fort  of  evi« 
dence  of  it  might  be  wanting,  he  hath  made  known  to  the 

world 
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world  his  pleafurc  by  exprefs  revelation  alfo ;  requiring  of 
us  all  to  do  gdodf  and  to  communicate  *,  both  as  \vc  are  fer- 
vants,  bound  in  everj  thing  to  obej  him ;  and  as  we  are 
ftewards,  appointed  and  cntrulled  by  him  for  this  very  pur- 
pofe. 

Let  us  therefore  confider,  with  due  ferioufacfs, 
^      I.  What  general  influence  it  fhould  have  upon  us,  that  we 
9XQjlewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God. 

IL  What  influence  in  particular  with  refpeft  to  thofe  me- 
thods of  charity,  which  are  the  occafion  of  our  prefent  meet- 
ing- 

I.  Let  us  confider  the  general  influence.  Every  thing, 
which  God  hath  done  for  the  good  of  his  creatures,  is  grace 
or  favour  to  them;  and  every  thing,  which  he  has  placed 
in  our  handsr  for  their  good,  is  grace  of  which  we  are  Rewards. 
All  the  means  and  opportunities  we  have  of  making  tlie 
world,  or  any  part  of  it,  better  or  happier ;  by  our  know- 
ledge or  wealth,  by  our  power  or  intereft,  our  care  and  pains, 
our  friendly  behaviour  or  good  example,  are  given  us  in  truft, 
to  be  fo  exercifed.  How  manifold  thefe  arc,  upon  the  whole, 
it  is  not  perhaps  eafy  for  us  to  be  fully  fenfible ;  but  we 
fhould  each  of  us  think  very  carefully,  what  his  own  (bare  of 
them  is,  and  wherein  it  confifls.  For  no  one  is  without  his 
talent^  though  fome  have  more  committed  to  them  thano- 
thers  ;  and  they  who  have  leaft,  will  be  cxpefted  to  improve 
what  they  havefj  a&  our  Saviour ^s  parable  very  awfully 
Ihews.  The  pooreft  perfon  in  the  world,  is  capable  of  being 
ufeful,  fome  way,  to  his  fellow-creatures  ;  and  the  greateft 
can  never  be  above  the  obligation  of  imitating,  to  their  power, 
the  beneficence  of  their  Creator.  They  who  are  engaged  in 
bufinefs,  far  from  having  their  attention  confined  to  thcm- 
felves,  have  ufually,  by  the  very  means  of  their  bufinefs,  pe- 
culiar advantages  both  for  knowing  and  fupplyine  the  wants 
of  others.  And  fuch  as  have  no  particular  employment, have 
only  the  privilege  of  a  freer  choice,  what  part  they  will  take 
in  that  general  one  afiigned  to  us  all,  of  doing  good. 

Since  then  we  are  appointed,  each  in  his  proper  ilation, 
difpenfers  2iidLfiewards  of  the  manifold  grace  of  God ^  it  con- 
cerns 

•  Hcb.  xiii.  i6.  f  Matth.  jxr.  14.— 3a 


Sir.  CXXIX.  and  Liberality.  447 

cerns  us  to  behave  as  faithful  ones :  not  to  intercept  the  ftreams 
of  the  divine  bounty ;  nor  confine^  to  our  own  gratification^ 
what  our  Maker  hath  deiigned  for  the  common  benefit  of  all 
around  us.  He  hath  not  indeed  fixed  the  proportions  of  anj 
kind  of  charity  ;  for  circumitances  vary  fo  infinitely,  that 
general  rules  concerning  fuch  matters  are  impoffible.  And 
thb  latitude  ihould  not  give  anxiety  to  any  good  mind  ;  for 
we  fcrve  a  moft  equitable  mailer.  But  neither  ihould  it. give 
encouragement  to  bad  minds  $  and  make  them  imagine,  that 
where  nothing  is  afccrtained,  they  may  do  juft  ^s  little  as  they 
pleafe.  For  God  will  expeft  from  every  one,  what  may  be 
reafonably  expefted  from  them  j  and  hath  left  this  matter  at 
large,  that  we  may  ihe\^,  not  our  backwardnefs  to  ferve  him, 
bat  our  zeal.  Imprudent  zeal  he  never  approves  ;  but  good- 
nefs,  confined  within  the  bounds  of  difcretion,  is  always  more 
Acceptable  to  him,  in  proportion  as  it  is  more  abundant. 
And,  though  not  every  failure  in  degree  ihall  expofe  us  to 
puniihment ;  yet  be  tubicb  fowetb  Jparingly^  Jhall  reap  alfo 
Sparingly  :  and  be  wbicb  fowetb  bountifully^  fball  reap  alfo 
bountifully  *. 

However  unaAive  therefore  we  may  naturally  be ;  yet,  as 
perfons  eotrufted  by  the  Lord  of  all,  it  imports  us  greatly  to 
be  diligent.  For  induftry  is  a  valuable  part  of  faithfulnefs  ; 
and  flotbful  fervants  will  be  confidered,  in  the  day  of  judg- 
ment as  wicked  ones  f.  Some  ways  of  doing  good  may  pof- 
fibly  be  lefs  pleafing  to  us ;  fome  perfons  our  prejudices,  our 
paffions,  or  intereils,  would  tempt  us  to  overlook,  rather  than 
ferve  ;  and  fome  things,  that  are  only  feeming  initances  of  be- 
nevolence, we  ihould  be  .willing  to  miilake  for  real  ones  5  and 
indulge  a  falfc  good  nature,  without  regard  to  confequences, 
however  bad.  But  when  we  confider,  that  in  all  thefe  cafes 
we  are  to  ad  for  God,  this  makes  a  very  great  change  in  the 
view  of  things  ;  and  may  both  oblige  us  at  fome  times  to  do 
*jntb  our  migbt  J,  what  perhaps  we  could  leaft  have  wiiBed  ; 
and  reilrain  us,  at  others,  from  doing  at  all,  what  injudiciouf- 
ly  we  ihould  have  defired  the  moil.  Another  important  ufe 
of  looking  upon  ourfclves  in  this  light  is,  that  how  great  fo- 
cvcr  our  talents  may  be,  and  how  right  foever  the  ufe  that 

we 
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we  make  of  them ;  it  muft  ftill  be  the  ftrongeft  rcafon  poffiUe 
for  humilitjy  one  of  the  moil  excellent  of  virtues,  to  think, 
that  all  we  have  is  given  us,. and  all  we  do  is  but  mimfiervig. 
Then,  at  the  fame  time  that  our  being  entrufted  will  teach  us 
thefe  things,  our  being  jointly  entrufted  will  teach  us  ano^ 
ther ;  nev,er  to  invade  each  other's  province,  nor  Jlrtteh  OW' 
felves  beyond  our  meafure  * ;  but  as  God  hatb  difirikuttd  /o 
every  man  fo  to  walk  t  •  for  he  is  not  the  author  of  confi^m^ 
htet  of  peace  %,  God  is  the  judge,  and  a  much  better  furelj  than 
we,  what  employment  is  fitteft  for  each  of  his  fervants;  and 
how  enterprlzing  foever  any  of  us  may  be  now,  or  how  diftron- 
cented  foever  with  the  narrownefs  of  our  own  fphere  of  aAion, 
we  may  have  caufe  enough  to  be  glad  at  laft,  that  no  more 
was  committed  to  our  care.  Yet  thefe  reflexions  muft  not 
be  carried  to  fuch  a  length,  as  to  let  the  bufiq^s  of  our  com- 
mon matter  fufFer,  under  pretence  of  its  l>elonging,  not  ti^ 
us,  but  our  fellow-fervant  \  when  there  is  no  impropriety, 
but  only  fomewhat  more  labour  or  expence,  in  ftepping  a 
little  out  of  our  way,  to  prevent  the  ill  confequences  of  ano- 
ther's negleft-  It  muft  be  owned  a  difficult  matter,  not  to 
miftake  in  thefe  cafes  on  one  fide  or  the  other  ;  but  invdim- 
tary  miftakes  will  never  be  imputed  to  us«  It  muft  be  own- 
ed a  very  ferious  thing,  to  be  Jlewards  of  God :  but  it  is  a 
very  noble  one,  to  be  employed  under  our  heavenly  Father 
in  the  work,  that  he  delights  in  moft  \  and  for  the  happbeii 
of  our  brethren,  perhaps  to  all  eternity.  If  indeed  we  arc 
found,  inftead  of  this^  either  hiding  the  talents  committed  to 
ps  §,  or  wafting  our  mafter's  goods  ||,  or  mifufing  thofe  to 
whom  we  ought  to  have*  miniftered  ^  ;  then  miferable  will 
our  condition  be,  when  God  fiiall  fay  to  us,  Give  an  accnutt 
vf  thy  Jieward/hipy  for  thou  may  eft  be  no  longer  Jieward*** 
But  on  the  other  hand,  our  comfort  is,  that  a  fincere  endeaToixr 
to  difcharge  our  office  as  we  ought,  whatever  our  difficulties, 
or  whatever  our  imperfections  be^  fliaU  entitle  us  to  the  feo- 
tence,  IVell  done,  good  and  faithful  ftrv  ant  ^  enter  thou  into  A 
Joy  of  thy  Z'or^tt* 

With 
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With  di9  imprefSon  therefore  of  thefe  reflexions  upon  our 
minds,  let  us  now  proceed  to  inquire, 

11,.  What  influence  the  fought,  that  we  are  Rewards  of 
ibi  manifiM  grace  of  God^  &ould  have  upoa  us,  with  refpe^ 
t0  ehpfe  particular  methods  .pf  doing  good,  which  are  the  oc- 
cafioQ  of  our  prefent  meeting*^ 

Now  thefe  are  of  three  forts,  which  indeed  co^roprehend  al« 
noft  the  whole  of  public  charity :  places  of  m^ntenance  and 
iaftru&ion  for  children ;  hofpitals  for  the  fick  ^  and  houfes  of 
^orrefiite  and  work  for  the  diflblute  and  idk. 

Relieviilg  poqr  parents  from  the  b^r^en  of  a  family,  which 
they  are  unable  to  fupport,  mffSL  needs,  be  a  moft  welcome 
charity  to  them ;  and  is  evidently  a  very  ufeful  one  to  the 
public;  for  it  tends  to  the  future  increa/e  of  the  community, 
i«  well  4is  to  make  the  prefent  membera  of  ijt  happy.     And 
teaching  poor  children  religion  and  virtue,  one  iJip^ld  think 
weie  plainly  a  beneficial  thing  too.     For  let  it  proye  ineffec- 
tual as  often  as  it  will  \  they  muft  be  a  little  more  lik^ely  tp 
abftain  from  what  is  wrong,  for  being  taught  Tvfaat  is  right. 
Some  principles,  feme  notions  of  Y\it  and  behavioury  they 
will  leara ;  which  then  would  you  have  them  learn,  good  or 
bad  ?     They  may  indeed  poflibly learn  bad  ithings  mixed  witli 
good,  under  the  notion  of  religion.     But  confldering  the  pu- 
rity, in  which  religion  i^  profefled  amongft  us^  there  cannot 
wdl  be  much  of  this  kind  ;  and  there  needs  not  be  any  things 
Some  perfons,  however,  appear  to  have  great  fears  of  fuper- 
ftition;  and  no  fears  of  any  thing  dfe.     But  do  they  really 
find  in  faft,  that  this  is  the  reigning  and  dangerous  error  of 
the  prefent  age?     Is  it  with  fuperftition^  that  your  fervants, 
and  your  children  as  they  grow  up^  and  the  gencfality  of  tlie 
peojde,  are  infefted  ^  or  js  it  not  with  profligatenefs :  fuch 
open  and  avowed  contempt  of  the  taws  of  God  and  man,  of  all 
ibbriety  and  order,  as  tins  nation  hath  never  known  before, 
nor  can  long  fubfift  under  an  increafe  of  it  ?     But  if  you  are 
in  earneft  afraid  of  fuperftition,  |>e  afraid  where  you  have 
caufe'  of  fear.     There  is  a  real,  and  a  dreadful  fuperftition 
gaining  ground,  that  of  the  church  of  Rome.    And  the  more 
ignorant  men  are  of  all  religion,  and  the  more  prejudiced 
againft  their  own  form  and  their  own  teachers  of  rdigion  j 
fhe  naore  eafily  they  are  won  qver  into  that  moft  corrupt  and 
Vol.  Jllf  3I4  for^Hi^ie 
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fortnidable  comtnunlo^.  Think  then,  I  intreat  you,  what 
would  our  condition  be,  fliould  eyef  the.  n^ain  part  of  this  nar 
pon  become,  one  half  Papifts,  and  the  other  Profligates  !  For 
as  to  the  fciieme  of  virtue  withoup  religion ;  even  if  it  cpuld 
be  put  inprafticc,  yet  there  is  ^.God,  and  he  ought  to  b^ 
feared ;  and  there  is  a  fupport .  in  piety,  of  which  mankind 
ought  not  to  b^  deprived.  But  whoeyer  knows  any  thing 
of  the  world,  muft  fee,  th^t  fuch  a  fcheme  can  never  be  put 
in  praftice :  that  human  nature  hajth  daily,  need,  both  to  be 
reftrained  from  evil,  and  excited  to  good,  in  cafes  where  none 
but  religious  motives  can  do  either  eSpQuaUy.  And  as  they 
have  been  cpnflant]y  found  neqeiTary  in  all  ages  and  coun- 
tries whatever  ;  f o  they  are  certainly  of  the  moiJ  indifpen^ 
fable  neccflity,  where  incentives  to  vice  are  in  |he  greateil 
abundance,  and  liberty  is  the  leaft  controlled  i)y  law. 

But  to  return.  Together  with  the  general  rules  of  pbeir 
duty,  thcfe  children  are  taught  fuch  other  Ipiowledge,  as 
may  qualify  them  for  employments  fitted  ^o  th^ir  flationi 
and  then  put  out  to  fuch  employments  ;  with  %  farther  afBS- 
ance,  where  it  is  requifite>  of  fom^  little  matter  to  begin  with, 
towards  gaining  a  livelihopd.  And  ^^^  alfo  fur^y  mull  be 
of  public  benefit.  Were  they  indeed  either  taken  or  kept 
away  from  other  hulinefs,  more  ufeful,  or  in  which  hands 
are  naor?  wanted  j  were  they  raifed,  without  Vifible  merit, 
above  their  original  rank,  into  one  of  lefs  labour  or  more 
.knowledge,  to  the  prejudice  of  thofe,  who  were  ty  birtlj 
their  fuperiors  :  fuch  things  would  be  j\ill  objeftions,  thou^ 
not  to  the  inftitution  of  thefe  fchoo|s^  ypt  to  the  mfmag^nKnt 
of  them.  JBut  when  only  the  parents  are  kept  from  difirefs, 
and  the  children  from  idlenef^  or  wicked  courfes  ;  when  care 
is  taken,  to  choofe  (hem  for  a  condition  fuitable  to  that, 
for  which  they  are  defigned ;  and  neither  in  their  manner  of 
living,  nor  their  inftru&ion,  to  fet  them  abov^  that<;  e\'cry 
one  will  allow,  it  would  be  exc^ent  private  charity,  to  do 
this  for  a  child  ;  and  why  not  as  good  public  charity,  to  do  it 
for  many  children ;  fince  the  greater  the  number  is,  the  lefs 
in  proportion  the  expence  ? 

The  fecond  method  of  doing  good,  before  us  at  prefent,  b 

that  of  hofpitals  for  the  fick.     And  whatever  objedions  maj 

be  made  againft  other  benefadions  to  the  poor,  there  can  b? 

6  i^fm 
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hone  againlt  reftoring  eafe  and  health  to  them ;  agafaft  giv- 
ing them  thoCe  helps^  which  theif  diflreiTed  families  cannot 
give ;  and  enabling  them  to  Be  ufeful  again  to  themfelvcs, 
Smd  to  the  public.  Now  h'ofpitals  are  infinitely  the  beft 
means  to  tlii^  neceffar  j  end.  They  are  a  fure  way  of  de- 
tcfting  counterfeits  :  they  preferve  the  fick  from  unfkilful 
Tiands  :  they  are  to  many  public  fchodls,  where  the  know^- 
Icdge  of  medictne  is  taught,  in  the  mpft  efteftual  manner,  .for 
the  common  benefit  of  mankind.  They  relieve  multitudes, 
who  etthei'  cannot  dehiahd,  or  caniiot  obtain,  parochial'  relief; 
and  they  do  it,  beyond  comparifon,  in  the  fureft,  the  fpeediefty 
and  the  chcapcil  manner  that  can  be.  So  tliat,  were  we  to 
fuppofe  even  great  mifmanagements  in  hofpitals  ;  they  would  , 
ftill  remain  preferable  to  9II  other  methods  of  providing  for 
the  fick ;  and  yet  tlic  numbers  and  characters  of  the  governors 
^f  our  prefent  hofpitals,'  fecure  thetn,  ns  fjir  as  may  be,  a- 
gainft  any  mifaxanagement  at  alL  Another  advantage  is, 
that  ever  fo  little  given  tfo  tlVis  kind  of  charity,  hatli  its  pro- 
portionable good  efFeSA ;  and  the  difeafes  and  accidents;  which 
t»efal  the  lower  part  of  the  world,  are  fo  many  and  frequent; 
that  ever  {o  much  givcnmay  eafily  be  employed.  Then  it 
well  deferves  to  be  confidered  further,  that  ficknefs  affords  » 
favourable  opportunity  for  good  impreffioiis  ;  and  therefore 
moft  important  fer vicef  niay  be  done  to  poor  creatures  ih  thcfe 
places,'  by  fliewing  them  from  experience  the  bad  confequen-* 
ces  <Jf  vicious  lives/  and  the  good  ones  of  regularity  ;  by 
giving  theni  ftrong  impfeffions  of  the  excellency  of  xompaf- 
iion  aiid  mcrcJy,*  at  thfe  time  when  they  are  partaking  of  it  5 
iind  awakefiing  them  to  a  fcnfe  of  what  their  condition  required 
of  them,  and  their  eternal  happinefs  depends  upon.  But  the 
benefit  of  hofpitals'  hath  bfeen  fo  very  well  explained  to  the 
world  oif  late  *,  and  fo  generally  acknowledged,  that  I  need 
only  add  a  word  concerning  one  fort  of  them,  that  for  the"  dif- 
eafed  in  mind. 

Thefe  poor  creatures  are  made  by  their  difofder,  whilft  it 
Continues,  entirely  ufelefs  to  fociety  ;  and  many  of  them,  at 
the  fame  time,  eSccecdingly  miferable  in  themielves,  by  the 

3  L  a  frightful, 

•  See  Dr.  Alured  Ckirke\  fernion  before  the  goTcrnorj  of  the  county-hofpita! 
2t  Wincbtfterj  ^n^  ao  accouni  of  the  e'ftabHfhmem  of  that  hofpital,  puUliibcc^ 


4ii  On  Cbri/Uan  Betufitence       Stt.  CXXIX« 

frightful  Qt  the  glooxifi7  tzttiti  of  ideas  tb&t  pdficflcs  tfadr 
ttibds^  and  the  vehement  paffioos  that  fo  fre<|iietitly  agitate 
them.  Now,  when  perfoi^  in  low  eircamftanoes  fall  into 
this  Bnhap{>j  ftate^  as  maay  of  them  do,  their  friends  are 
more  incapaUt;  of  taking  care  of  them  than  in  any  other  cafe 
whatever ;  and  there  is  ner  waj  of  attempting  their  cure^ 
Inrhich  can  poi&bly  1^  attended  .#ith  fsch  hope  of  fnccefs,  as 
placing  them  in  hofpitaI»  approf^iated  to  this  pifcrpofe.  Naj^ 
indeed,  when  there  appears  no  profpefi  jof  a  cure  at  all,  to 
provide  for  diem  as  incurables,  is  a  moft  ufefiil  «nd  exoeUent 
lift  of  humaniej :  and  the  beginnings  lately  totde  of  a  provi-> 
fion  of  this  fort,  well  deferve  entiovragjeoaitnt,  and  peesliady 
tvant  it. 

The  only  kind  of  charity  which  remains  to  k  motioned 
now»  is  that  of  houfes  of  correftioa  and  work  for  the  diflb>« 
lute  and  idle.  The  terror  which  thjefe  places  ftrike  is  oiw 
great  benefit,  as  it  prevents^  at  once,  both  crimes  and  the 
c^onfequences  .of  them.  Biit  where  that  proves  ineffeftiul^ 
the  next  advantage  of,  foch  houfes  is,  that  ofiicnders  can  W 
immediately  fecured  in  them.  Removed  ottt  of  the  way  of 
endangering  the  properties,  the  lives,  the  virtue  of  others, 
and  made  to  feel,  that  their  attempt  of  gaining  a  livelihood 
by  eafier  methods  than  honeft  people  .do^  (hall  only  fubjeft 
them. to  harder  labour  and  deferved  puniflunent.  Many  of 
them,  we  are  afiured,  have  been  brought,  by  thefe  means,  to 
a  juil  fenfe  of  their  intereft  and  their  duty:'  fery  many  more, 
we  have  fad  experienec,  much  need  to  hsrte  this  kindneisdoDe 
Ihem.  *And  we  cannot  but  know  the  importance,  both  to 
them  and  to  ourfelves,  of  checking  the  growth  of  wickedncfip 
before  it  is  quite  too  late  to  think  of  attempting  it. 

Thefe  then  being  the  methods  of  pharity  now  before  yon, 
confider  well  what  obligations  you  are  tmder,  as  ^ewanb  ^ 
God  for  the  good  of  your  fellow-ereattiresy  U>  ailkft  in  diieft- 
ing  and  fupporting  them. 

Such,  in  the  firfi  place,  as  are  qualified  to  govern  and  direfi 
any  of  thefe  inftitutions,  are  bound,  in  tonlcienoe,  not  to  kl 
fo  excellent  defigns  receive  prcgudice,  for  want  of  a  fttcoef- 
fion  of  fit  perfons  to  put  them  in  execution :  for  they  may 
tv^ell  fpare  a  little  time,  both  from  pleafui^  and  from  bufinefs 
of  other  klhds>  to  employ  it  in  a  manner  fo  produfiive  of 

tiappioefi 
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htppttie&  to  the  world  and  to  tkemfelres.  Aod  focb  as  havtt 
tAmAj  taken  tlus  good  work  upon  them,  muft  ever  remem^ 
ter^  that  thej  ard  novr  become  fterrards  t£  the  charttj  «f 
mta  ai  wdU  as  the  bounty  of  God  ;  and  their  faith  ftyfairfa  im 
tbe  difcharge  of  their  tmft  is  engaged  to  bo&.  They  whoSr 
fjoaftant  atteadatice  cannot  be  ezpeded,  ihouM  at  lesft  aCK 
ipamt  tiiemfelves  So  £u  with  th«  management  of  chii^,  ns 
to  kfiow^  and  be  able  to  aflkre  odiers^  that  it  is^  in  die  ntadn 
At  kaft^  fttch  as  at  wight ;  for  id  atanjdlfei  thk  alone  mitj 
be  a  valuable  fervice.  And  all  fHio  profefs  to  entet  fnrtfaet 
tato  the  doodad  of  affairs^  ihouU  feriottflj,  and  frequentlj, 
aod impartxall/ oonfider^  whdt  cin be  xefbrmed  in  the&dui*. 
ritlesy  nnd  what  can  be  ioiprortred.  A  meddling  fpirit,  fondl 
of  difturiiing  Aiogi  that  are  wdl,  either  to  no  good  pnrpofcv 
or  none  that  can  be  obtained,  is  indeed  a  verj  milclnevoDa 
onei  but  pnadent^  peaccaUe  ondeirvsoars,  to  make  evefy  thing 
IS  petfieft  as  it  cas  be  tbade^  ire  of  incredible  ofe.  The  wodk 
in  whkh  you  tft  enga§ed^  is  a  very  important  one:  and» 
finall  ddkSt  of  attention,  a  littk  wrong  bias  «r  auftaken  jud^ 
ment,  may  pf odnce  extremely  nnhappy  eSoEtH  ;  may  dimintfb 
eonfiderably  the  benefit  of  thefe  exc^oc  defigss,  and  make 
^enj^MTgocd  evil  fpohn  of*^  The  fupporC  of  vohintar^ 
charities  depends  entirely  on  their  reputation  \  and  thereficnv 
it  concerns  yon  greatly  to  avoid,  not  only  every  thing  Mame^. 
able,  but  ctery  thing  fnfpicious^  and  to  aa  off  ^ccqfUmfrtxm 
A^m.  wiicb  defire  o€cafionf  to  find  &ult ;  pnmdingfor  ban^ 
Amgs^  mot  Qnly  m  ibejigbt  tifthe  Lardy  ita  in  itej^git  ofeM 
men  %,  Bfit  more  e(jpeciaUy  give  me  leave  to  recommend  im 
you,  that  as  you  are  enemfied  for  the  good  of  ynnr  &Uow« 
creatures,  you  would  have  great  regard  to  their  ctermd  good; 
aod  Aat^  as  yo«  are  emplojred  for  the  fervice  of  God,  you 
WobM  czpreb  your  conoem  Ibr  his  honour,  by  endeavouring 
confcientioufly  to  imprint  a  fienfe  of  religion  and  virtue  upon 
all  that  come  under  yout  care  in  theiie  places.  It  is  the  want 
of  religion  and  virtue  that  principally  occafions  this  dreadM 
naihber  of  diftrefies  and  diforders  in  the  world  :  ahd  fo  long 
ts  the  caufe  fubfift^,  the  effisft  will  follow.  Let  your  ichil. 
drea,  therefore,  be  carefutty  bred  up  to  piety^  without  fupeiL 

ftitioB 
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ftition  or 'uncharitaUenefs  ;  to  loyalty  and  honefty;  to  humi-* 
lity  and  induftry.  Let  your  iick  be  inftruded  and  admoniiiw 
edy  jTuitably  to  their  capacities^  .their  prefent«  condition,  and 
paft  behaviour.  And  let  the  corredion  6f  ydur  offenders  be 
made  a^  medicinal  as  it  can ;  and  a  charitable  care  for  re- 
claiming them,  by  proper  expoftulationar  and  friendly .  advicey 
be  joined  with  whatever  Severity  it  is  neceflary  they  fhonld 
undergo.  There  areruodoubtedly  amongft  them  great  objeft^ 
of  pity ;  perfons  of  whom  there  is  no  caofe  to  defpair ;  and 
fuxely  thefe,  as  far  as  it  is  poffible^  fhould  have  fome  diftin- 
.guiihed  regard  ihewn  them.  But  fo  much  regard  at  kail 
fliould  be  iheA^n  to  thenoi  all^  and  to  the  public  at  the  fame 
time,  if  we  have  any  concern  for  its  welfiu'e,  'as  never  to  fuf- 
fer  places,  appointed  for  the  puniihment  of  wickednefs,  to  be« 
come  fchools  for  learning  it.    . 

And  noW|  having  taken  upon  me  to  fay  thus  much  to  you*' 
It  is  but  juiUce  to  add,  that  exhortations  by  no  melns  imply 
diftruft.  Having  confidence  in  thy  obedience^  faith  St.  Pan/ to 
•Pbiiemwiy  I  write  unto  tbee^  knowing  tkat  thou  wilt  alfo  iA 
more  than  I  fay  *.  And  never  can  there,  be  better  grouiid 
for  a  confidence  of  this  kind  than: at  prefent ;  when  thefe  cIhu 
rities  are  conduced  by  fo  large  a  number  of  good,  and  wiie^ 
and  experienced  men,  under  the  infpedtion  of  a  magiftfacy  fo 
worthy  of  honour ;  and  over  which  prefides  a  perfon  f,  whofc 
unconunon  abilities  we  all  fee  exercifed.  every  day,'  for  tht ' 
promotion  of  religion  and  virtue,  of  the  peace  and  good  or- 
der, the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  this  great  city,  with  the 
moii  exemplary  difintereftednefs,  and  the  trueft  prudence,  the 
•moft  a&ive  zeal^  and  the«  tendered  humanity. 

I  proceed,  therefore,  now,  with  great  fatisfaftion,  from  the 
duty,  of  managing  thefe  charities  well,  to  that  of  fupporting 
them.  And  one  way  of  fupporting  them  is,  by  fpedbing  of 
them  with  the  efteem  which  they  deferve.  Thefe  public  in- 
ftitutions,  and  Ibme  of  them  more  efpecially^  have  had  vehe- 
ment accufations  -brought  againft  them  by  .many  perfons. 
But  ftay  to  inquire,  and  hear,  before  you  condemn,  Yoa 
.  may  poffibly  judge  wrong  concerning  what  ought  to  be  done, 
and  you  may  very  probably  be  mifinfbrmed  concerning  .what 

*  PhUcm.'Ter«  »!* :  \  Sir  Jvhn  Bamarim 
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is  done.  Things  which  have  happened  very  feldoniy  if  at  all, 
may  be  told  as  happening  frequently.  Miftakes  corroded 
long  ago,  may  be  charged  as  continuing  ftill.  Inconveniencies 
may  be  unjuftly  heightened ;  advantages  unjuftly  depreciated* 
Should  this  be  fo  ;  and  fhould  the  things,  againft  which  yon 
are  declaiming^  be  all  the  while  excellently  good  ones,  think 
only  what  harm  you  are  doing  to  mankind.  Perhaps,,  indeed^ 
nay  certainly  they  are  not  perfcft :  but  are  they  not  highly 
ufeful  ?  Or  if  not,  cannot  they  be  made  fo  ?  If  they  can,  ufe 
your  endeavours  that  they  may.  Shew  a  good  meaning,  and 
you  will  aopiire  an  influence.  But  even  fhould  you  af^er  all 
be  unfuccefsful,  ftill  refied  a  fecond  time,  is  it  not  more  eli- 
gible, that  thefe  inftitutions  fhould  continue  as  they  are,  than 
fall  to  ruin  ?  For,,  fuppoiing  fome  better  way  might  be  c5n- 
trived,  is  there  any  certainty,  is  there  any  profpeft,  of  this 
better  way  being  taken  ?  And  if  not,  never  pull  down,  till 
you  are  likely  to  build  again. 

But  affording  good  words  alone  to  charity  is  very  infufii- 
cient.  As  faithful  flewards  of  the  divine  bounty,  you  muft 
communicate  of  the  wealth  alfo,  which  is  placed  in  your 
hands  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  mintfiery  as  of  the  ability  which 
God  giveth  *.  l*he  importance  of  fupporting  thefe  methods 
of  doing  good,  fo  far  as  it  appears  from  their  general  nature, 
yott  have  already  heard;  But  when  you  are  acquainted  alfo 
with  their  large  and  increaftng  extent,  and  their  neceffary  de- 
pendence on.  new  benefaAions  every  year,  thqfe  things  will 
l)e  weighty  additional  motives  to  your  liberality:  and  L  in- 
treat  your'compafEonate  attention  to  the  following  repott  of 
them. 

Here  the  Report  was  read, 

Y^U  have  now  hoard  the  mofl  forcible  arguments  that  you^ 

well  can  hear,  for  contributing  plentifully  to  the  charities 

I  befoie  yon.     Eight  hundred  vagrants  and  diforderly  perfons, 

I  confined  and  employed,  relieved  and  correded,  for  their  own 

reformation,  and  your  fecurity  ^  thirteen  hundred  poor  chil- 

flten  maintained  \  taught  their  duty  u>  God  and  man,  and 

qualified 
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^^pnlified  for  tifefaloe&  to  tbe  pvUici  ,tlilrteea  thoiiCBifltid 
yerfint,  of  whom  care  hath  bees  takcti  is  tbeir  fickacfik 
And  dielib  cxcdlenx  ftftaHifhments,  you  petoeivc  at  tbc  ime 
aime^  cannot  iabfiil  widMmt  coatiBiiol  hdp;  Ukki^  woidd 
^«t  JIMU*  bocmly  a^bfd  the  mqms  for  it,  iImj  are  ca^aUc  of 
ieing  greatly  enlarged*  Still  a  prariSas  is  waauDed  lor  nmU 
litodsagf  poor  chSdrai;  andnofioudl  part  of  tfaenei  areeiAer 
faa^fkty  or  rcdoced,  to  get  a  liveixhai^d  by  wxckedndk  and 
lEiibsneftj*  S|(iU  too  mmy  «fi«nder8,  of  more  adTabced  jtan» 
iafeft  your  fireeta*  And  a  Yciy  large  proportion  of  tbe  iici;, 
tblEI  apply  to  your  hofpitah^  aice  &road  Co  be  rcjcAed,  nd 
{e^ia  tbeir  mifery^  fi^  want  ^f  room  to  reeeiTe  Aeas,  fr  k- 
eoaae  to  fnpport  tbenu  Thinfc  duo^  ^bat  is  incambcatfla 
yoa  ia  relatioo  to  tbeie  tbii^s. 

Tbere  ure  bttt  tWQ  reafbas^  and  fiiey  ane  botb  rciy  W 
ones,  that  hinder  aoea  from  bex^g  charitable  aocofdisg  taibcir 
power :  either  covetoi|£ie&  makes  them  nawil^g  \  orexpcOf* 
fireoe&  nxiil^cs  them  imogine  thqy  are  ipjdiie. 

If  the  former  nifiirencrs  yoi|  confider  weU^  t^t  yoor  ky* 
pioe&  fcr  ever  depends  on  doing  yoor  dnfy ;  but  yonr  bqip- 
reds  cfen  here  doth  not  d^iend  on  enlarging  your  Ibrtiines, 
Toa  aoay,  if  you  wiS  fianjo  yoorfeivea  to  it,  enjoy  great  &- 
tis&Sioa  in  doing  good^  Bnt  what  feUcify  caa  jon  poffi% 
.find,  either  in  the  cotticio«fiie{8  of  haraig,  or  flie.  vaaity  «f 
being  known  to  have,  ever  £b  mnch  wealth  more  than  joti 
have  oecafioo  for  ?  And  beSd^,  if  (he  enjoyment  of  mrt*' 
life  did  twifftim  ite  ahmdaace  ^f  tig  thiugM  vihkk  i^f^f 
fod^  i  charity  may  often  he  b  eontrvrc^  by  prudence,  as  sot 
to  ditninifli  wealth  ;  and  is  often  fq  bleflM  by  lieaven,  as  great- 
ly to  increafe  it*  I  asa  ^^hle,  that  you  have  heard  thde 
things,  till  finne  of  ypu  perhaps  have  brought  yourielvcs  by 
degrees  to  be  very  little  moved  by  them,:  but  remember  God 
^wilt  expefi,  that  having  been  remiaded  of  diem  So  &eqaeadj» 
yon  ffaottid  regard  them  die  more. 

And  if  it  be  expenfivene&,  diat  widJipIds  yon^fitands- 
fity,  in  this  caJEb  alfo  think  vrith.  yourfidves :  for  wbicfa  p<v* 
pole  it  is,  that  yoor  Ifaker  hadi  intnifted  yo«  ^  Far  vkef 
and  foBieSy  or  &r  pky  and  mercy  i    You  may  indbed  pM 

thit 
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diat  luxury,  bj  the  numbers  it  employs^  is  perhaps  the  moil 
extenfiine  beneficence.  But  this  is  a  p»Jor  pretence,  evident^ 
calculated  to  make  yourfelves  eafy  in  afting  wrong.  UA* 
doubtedly  the  wifdom  of  providence  hath  contrived,  that  ma- 
ny, who  will  do  no  good  in  any  other  way,  fliall  however  do 
fome  in  this.  But  then  it  is  ufually  done  to  thofc  who  need 
it  leall.  A  number  of  perfons,  well  able  to  take  care  of  them- 
fclves  otherwife,  are  maintained,  part  in  idlenefs,  part  in  pro- 
feffions  of  lio  manner  of  ufe  ;  whilft  the  true  objefts  of  com- 
paffion,  the  infirm  and  helplefs,  are  left  unre^arded^  to  fuffer 
and  peri/h.  Luxury  therefore  contributes  nothing  to  anfwer  the 
intent  of  the  charities  before  us.  And  even  thofe,  for  whom 
ft  doth  provide,  it  teaches  at  the  fame  time  to  ruin  themfclves 
by  the  imitation  of  it.  And  in  proportion  as  it  prevails,  it 
deftroys  every  where,  both  virtue  and  happinefs,  public  and 
private.  But  the  numberlefs  evils  of  this  moft  fatal  vice  can- 
not be  enlarged  on  now ;  and  if  the  very  little  good,  which 
it  doth,  were  very  much  more  ;  yet,  as  no  one  will  pretend 
to  fay,  that  this  good  was  the  '  motive  to  his  expenfivenefs  j 
it  can  never  be  a  defence  of  it.  We  muft  not  therefore  think 
to  make  our  extravagance  an  excufe  for  the  defed  of  our 
aims  ;  or  hope  in  the  lea&  to  mend  our  plea,  by  calling  thofe 
things  neceflaries  of  life,  which  are  indeed  very  blameable  fu- 
perfluities. 

Let  therefore  both  the  frugal  and  the  expenfive  man  feri^ 
oufly  confider,  one,  what  proportion  his  charity  bears  to  his 
increafe  ;  the  other,  to  his  profufions  ;  and  each  think  of  juf- 
tifymg  themfelves,  not  to  the  world,  but  to  God. 

Yoffibly  it  may  feem  a  good  reafon  to  fome,  for  their  own 
negled  of  the  poor,  that  the  law  makes  provifion  for  them. 
And  it  is  certainly  an  honour  to  the  law  that  it  doth  \  but  no 
honour  to  us,  that  it  needs  do  it.  Befides,  there  are  very 
many  cafes  of  great  diftrefs,  to  which  legal  provifion  is  nei- 
ther cafily,  nor  properly  extended  ;  nor  can  it  give  by  any 
means  fo  •plentiful  relief,  as  fliould  be  given  to  the  greater 
part  of  thofe  to  whom  it  may  extend.  But  fuppofc  the  law 
capable  of  doing  every  thing  that  needs  be  done ;  what  would 
be  the  confequence  of  leaving  every  thing  to  it  ?  That  we 
ihould  lofe  entirely  the  means,  which  now  we  have,  of  prov- 
ing to  the  world^  and  to  ourfelves,  the  goodnefs  of  our  own 
Vol..  IIL  3  M  hearts ; 
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hearts ;  and  of  making  an  undoubted  ^^^f ree-will  offering  to 
God,  out  9f  what  he  hath  given  us.  Perfons  of  bad  minds 
may  indeed  take  occafion  to  negledl  the  poor,  from  our  will- 
ingnefs  to  relieve  them  \  and  thus,  by  their  fault,  the  burden 
may  fall  heavier  upon  us  than  it  ought.  But  then  God,  who 
hath  entrufted  us,  not  only  in  conjun&ion  with  others  to  do 
our  (bare,  but  feparately  by  ourfelves  to  do  what  we  can,  u 
not  unrighteous  to  forget  this  bur  labour  of  love  *  :  but  will 
take  abundant  care,  that  whatever  we  bear^cheerfully  on  his 
account,  far  from  giving  Us  caufe  of  complaint,  fhall  afliiredl/ 
be  matter  of  great  joy  to  us  in  the  end. 

Think  then  attentively  of  thefe  confiderations.     They  arc 
not  pcopofed  to  you,  for  raifing  a  fudden  warmth  of  affec- 
tion, and  ferving  a  prefent  turn ;  it  is  to  your  cooleft  reafoo, 
that  this  addrcfs  is  made.     Refleft  in  retirement  on  what  you 
have  heard.     Aft  upon  deliberate  conviftion,  aft'  from  a  fet- 
tled principle,  in  what  you  do  j  from  that  fublime  principle, 
to  which  St.  Peter  direfts  in  the  next  verfe  after  the  text  •, 
that  God  may  be. glorified  in  all  things,  through  Jefus  Chri/i: 
that  you  may  exprefs  to  him  your  fenfe  of  the  duty  md  gra* 
titude,  which  you  owe  him  j  that  you  may  ixuprove  your 
own  hearts,  by  imitating  the  goodnefs,  which  you  honour; 
that  you  may  convince  ipankind  of  the  excellency  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  doftrine.     Confider  yourfelves,  in  this  view  alfo,  as  the 
Jlewards  of  God ;  as  intruded  for  the  fervice  and  promotion 
of  his  gofpel.     For  be  afl'ured,  tuch  important  and  aftoniihiog 
truths  as  that  comprehends,  and  you  have  lately  heard  out  of 
it,  were  not  madp  know^  to  you,  with  a  defign,  that  you 
fhoilld  be  indifferent  about  them  ;  but  deeply  affefted  by  them 
yourfelves,  and  ferioufly  diligent  to  engage  the  attention  of 
others  to  theip.     If  then  you  have  any  zeal  for  the  feich, 
which  you  profcfs,  as  heaven  knows  there  never  was  more 
need  ;  ihew  men,  by  its  effefts,  what  it  is  ;  and  give  danon- 
ftration  to  the  world,  how  far  the  true  charity  of  a  good 
Chriftian  goes  beyond  the  boafled  benevolence  of  unbelievers, 
invig*  men  by  thefe  means  to  a  better  opinion  of  religion; 
encourage  them  by  the  fame  to  a  ftcadier  praftice  of  it.    Bt 
watchful,  andjlrengthen^  by  every  method  you  can,  the  thMigs 

•  Hcb.  vi.  10. 


SfR.  GXXtX*  and  Ziiera/Uy*  45 j^ 

wbitb  remain^  and  art  neady  to  die  * ;  but  particalarlj  make 
provifion  in  thefe  excellent  ways,  which  are  now  propofed  to 
you,  for  the  iuflrudion  pf  the  ignorant,  the  converlion  of  the 
vicious,  the  fpiritual  improvement^  as  well  as  temporal  re** 
lief  of  the  fick ;  that  io- the  adminiftration  of  your  charity 
may  not  only  fupply  the  want  of  the  faints^  but  be  abundant 
nifo  by  many  thankfgivings  unto  Godf, 

♦  Rev.  iii.  a.  f  »  Cor.  a.  la. 
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(Preached  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  the  Abbej-Chttrcb 
of  Wejlminjier^  on  Tburfday^  May  29. 1739) 


On  Speculative  Faith,  and  Ingratitude  to  God  ikPkao* 

TICE. 


Psalm  cvi.  12, 13  r 

'Then  believed  they  his  words ^  they  fang  his  praife  i  they  Jocm 
for  gat  his  works,  they  waited  not  for  his  counfeL 

nPHE  fame  wife  and  good  being,  who  hath  fitted  the  whole 
frame  of  this  world  to  the  various  wants  of  his  crea* 
tures,  hath  fitted  the  events  of  things  to  our  reformation  and 
moral  improvement.  Were  they  to  be  confidered  as  events 
only,  it  would  be  folly  not  to  learn  from  them  j  but  as  they 
are  lefibns  intended  by  heaven  for  our  inftrudlion,  it  is  im- 
piety alfo.  The  difpenfations  of  providence,  in, which  we  arc 
kail  interefled,  may  teach  us  a  great  deal  by  analogy,  both 
concerning  the  confequences  of  our  behaviour,  and  the  temper 
of  our  hearts :  for  we  feldom  apprehend  how  fatally  we  are 
capable  of  erring,  till  we  fee  how  other  perfons  hjive  afted 
before  us,  and  what  hath  followed.  But  thofe  tranfadions  of 
former  times,  wliich  exfend  their  influence  down  to  us,  ti 
they  naturally  excite  a  greater  attention,  fo  they  generally 
reward  it  with  more  plentiful  and  mofe  important  matter  of 
obfervation  ;  and  if  we  will  not  be  made  wife  by  the  expe* 
rience  of  our  predeceflbrs,  the  only  doubt  is,  whether  polfi- 
bly  our  own  may  not  teach. us  too  late. 

Tic 
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The  two  great  methods  of  providential  inftrudtion  are  mer- 
cies and  puuifhments..  Undoubtedly  our  Maker  would  always 
prefer  the  firft,  if  it  were  not  that  enjoying  them  for  fome 
time  without  interruption,  tempts  us  unaccountably  to  over- 
look both  his  goodnefs,  and  our  own  duty  ariiing  from  it. 
Sometimes,  indeed,  they  who  forget  God  in  their  profperity, 
are  moved  by  their  affli&ions  only  to  murmur  againft  him : 
but  for  the  moil  part  fufFcrings  have  a  better  effeft ;  recall 
to  our  minds  both  our  condition  and  our  conduft.  And  it 
might  be  hoped,  that  the  very  deep  imprefBons  which  divine 
judgments  make,  would  naturally  be  lafting ;  or  however, 
that  -when  forgivenefs  had  fucceeded  chaftifement,  the  united 
force  of  terror  and  gratitude  would  be  perpetual.  To  recoj- 
led  our  paft  deliverances,  and  dwell  upon  the  thoughts  of 
our  prefent  happinefs,  appears  too  pleafing  an  employment  to 
grow  wearifome.  Confidering  both  as  evidences  of  God's  de- 
light to  do  us  good,  muft  furely  heighten  our  reliih  of  them ; 
and  preferving  in  memory  our  obligation  to  a  proper  return, 
befides  its  being  agreeable  to  ingenuous  minds,  one  ihould 
imagine,  would  be  fufficiently  recommended  to  us,  by  our 
knowing  that  the  continuance  of  our  blej^gs  depends  on  this  * 
condition. 

But  mankind  are  ftrangely  different  in  fa&  from  what  fpe- 
culation  may  reprefent  them.  Be  the  advantages  of  their  con- 
dition ever  fo  great,  many  will  attend  only  to  its  inconveni- 
encies  ;  and  feem  as  if  they  had  rather  be  miferable,  than  not 
be  ungrateful.  Others  are  too  intent  on  the  enjoyment  of 
their  felicity,  ever  to  think  to  whom  they  owe  it ;  or  think 
too  much  of  the  vifible  means,  to  remember  the  invifible  au- 
thor. And  unhappily,  they  who  have  the  livelieft  fenfe  of 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  feldom  retain  it  long :  they  Jing  bis 
praife^  and  foon  forget  his  works.  Favours  received  perfon- 
ally  by  ourfelves,  wear  out  of  our  minds  in  a  very  little 
-time  :  but  mercies  derived  to  us  from  a  former  age,  though 
continuing  to  fubfifl  in  full  force,  though  perhaps  improved, 
aSed  us  no  otherwife  than  the  bleiling  of  conftant  health 
doth  ;  which  tempts  many  to  be  irregular,  for  one  whom  it 
makes  thankful.  Then,  to  complete  the  unhappipcfs,  fome 
who  preferve  the  moft  lafling  memory  of  divine  favours,  re-f 
member  them  often  partially,  and  to  bad  purpofes ;  deduce 
I  '    from 
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from  them  wrong  conclufions,  -and  are  led  bj  them  into  un- 
juftifiable  behaviour.  Though  thej  do  not  forget  his  worh, 
tbey  wait  not  for  his  counfel^  but  iflconfiderately  foUow  their 
-  own  imaginations  ;  or  if  inftruftion  forces  itfelf  upon  them, 
tbey  wUl  not  abide  it  *  ;  nor  bear  to  be  reftrained^  even  by  the 
▼Dice  of  Heaven^ 

Now,  the  obvious  method  of  fecuring  events  of  importance, 
both  from  oblivion  and  mifconftruftion,  is,  by  appointing  da- 
ted and  folemn  commemorations  of  them.  God  himfelf  hadi 
.  done  this,  to  preferve  a  juft  fenfe  of  his  works  of  creation  and 
redemption  ;  but  the  celebration  of  hh  providential  goodncis 
fae  hath  left,  as  it  was  natural,  to  human  care.  And  ferioos 
care  ought  to  be  taken  ;  as,  on  the  one  hand,  that  inftitutions 
of  this  kind  be  neither  debafed  to  low  occafions,  nor  pervert- 
ed to  ill  ufes,  fo  on  the  other,  that  thsy  whom  the  Lord  hath 
redeemed  and  delivered  from  the  hand  of  the  enemy  ^  may  offer 
unto  him  the  facrijice  of  thank/giving^  and  tell  out  his  works 
viith  gladnefs  ;  exalt  him  in  the  congregation  of  the  people^  and 
praife  him  in  the  feat  of  the  elders  \^ 

This  is  the  duty  which  we  are  now  aflembled  to  perform, 
and  the  two  things  requifite  to  perform  it  as  we  ought,  are, 

I.  To  confider  the  nature  of  the  bleffing  which  we  comme- 
morate : 

n.  The  behaviour  to  which  it  direfts  us. 

I.  In  fpeaking  of  the  blefEngs  on  this  day  reftored  to  as, 
the  preceding  evils  muft  unavoidably  be  mentioned  j  and  all 
perfons  ought  to  bear  with  the  mention  of  what  all  contri- 
buted to  and  fhared  in.  To  whom  the  chief  load  of  guilt  was 
imputable,  the  public  voice  hath  moft  juftly  declared ;  but 
every  order  of  men  was  blameable,  and  every  order  punifhed. 
Firft,  a  zeal  excef&vely  angry,  for  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
was  dcwn  in  the  church,  againft  a  very  provoking  fcft  of 
zealots  ;  and  illegal  powers  were  exercifed',  to  a  dangerous 
degree,  in  the  ftate,  when  the  bounds  of  legal  power  were 
lefs  clearly  fixed.  Then  fears  and  refentments  carried  good 
men  too  far  ;  and  gave  bad  men  an  opportunity  of  leading 
them  infenfibly  further  ftill,  by  very  wicked  arts  ;  till  they 
were  neither  fure  of  retreating  with  fafety,  nor  yet  could  ga, 

forward 
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forward  without  great  guilt.  ConceiGoDs  were  made  them, 
in  fome  cafes,  too  large  ;  in  moft,  if  not  all,  very  fuiScient. 
But  thefe  csune  too  late.  The  minds  of  men  were  exafperat^ 
ed,  and  confidence  in  each  other  loft  ;  fo  that,  inftead  of  re-« 
concilingy  they  only  gave  ground  of  advantage  for  adding  new 
demands^  which  the  makers  of  them  well  knew  could  not  be 
granted.  Infifting,  however,  that  they  ihould,  from  difcon- 
tents  they  broke  out  into  tumults,  and  tumults  foon  height, 
^ned  into  open  rebellion.  To  have  lived  in  tbefe  hegmnings 
ofjorrows  *  muft  have  been  ytrj  dreadful  j  but  how  much 
more,  when  difcord  had  brought  forth  its  perfed  work ;  had 
involved  the  three  nations  in  bloodlhed,  and  the  numberlefs 
diflreiTes  that  belong  to  civil  wars.  After  infinite  facrilege 
and  devaftation,  committed  under  colour  of  religion  and  free- 
dom, war  indeed  ceafed  for  a  time  ^  but  the  fruits  of  war 
continued.  The  primitive  form  of  our  ecclefiaftical  govern- 
ment was  illegally  aboliihed  ;  the  univerfities,  the  clergy,  the 
body  of  the  people  hioft  cruelly  oppreflTed ;  till  one  part  of 
the  conquerors,  attempting  to  extend  their  opprei&on  over 
the  reft,  they  took  a  defperate  refolution,  with  which  they 
perfuaded  each  other  Heaven  had  infpired  them,  to  eftabliA 
themfelves  by  overturning  the  whole.  Then  the  ms^efty  of 
the  crown,  the  honours  of  the  nobility,  the  privileges  of  the 
cpmmoas,  fell  a  promifcuous  facrifice,  as  the  church  had  done 
before,  to  enthufiaflic  fury.  Freih  commotions,  and  a  new 
effufion  of  blood,  attended  this  cataftrophe.  The  fubverters 
of  lawful  authority  by  force,  underwent  repeated  fubverfions 
of  their  own  one  by  another ;  the  patrons  of  unbounded  li- 
berty funk  under  the  dominion  of  abfolute  tyranny ;  the  af- 
ferters  of  an  imaginary  purity  in  religion,  promoted  its  being 
defiled  with  pernicious  corruptions  ;  and,  by  a  moft.  inftnic- 
tive  feverity  of  Providence,  all  in  their  turns  were  tnade  to 
eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  way^  and  were  filled  with  their 
own  devices  \,  to  fo  furprifing  a  degree  of  exadnefs,  that 
there  was  not  perhaps  any  one  ill  thing  which  either  fide 
didt  but  the  juftice  of  God  returned  it  vifibly  upon  them. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  our  anceflors  for  many  years ;  groan- 
ing under  thpir  prefent  evils,  and  th^iv  hearts  failing  them  for 
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fiar^  and  for  looMng  after  tbofe  things  which  ^*ere  coming  on 
the  earth*.  But  moft  unexpeftedlj,  when  all  attempts  for 
reftoring  our  government  and  laws  had  proved  ineffedoal ; 
when  the  few  remaining  defenders  of  them  had  neitfaer 
ftrength  of  their  own,  nor  hope  of  af&ftance  from  ahroad; 
when  their  oppofers  had  all  the  power  of  the  nation  in  their 
hands  ;  and,  however  divided  amongft  theriifelves,  were  en- 
gaged hy  principle  and  intereft,  by  fear  and  hatred,  to  fup- 
port  their  common  caufe,  then  did  God  how  the  heart  of  bis 
people^  even  as^the  heart  of  one  man  t>  to  recal  their  exiled  So- 
vereign, and  re-eftablilh  their  ancient  conftitution  in  chorcli 
and  ftate.  T!he  merciful  and  gracious  Lord  hath  fo  done  its 
fnarvellous  works ^  that  they  ought  to  he  had  in  remembrance  X. 
Praifed  be  the  Lord  daily  ;  even  the  God  who  helpeth  us,  and 
pouretb  his  bepejits  upon  »j  §.  . 

But  great  as  this  deliverance  was,  yet  every  fibre  of  fach 
a  root  of  bitternefs  ||  could  not  be  extirpated  immediatelj  : 
and  a  new  cwiXfprung  up  from  it,  which  once  more  threaten- 
ed us  with  ruin.  Our  princes,  deprived  in  their  tender  years 
of  the  inftruftion  and  example  of  their  royal  father,  banillied 
itito  the  midft  of  temptation,  and  feeing  and  feeling  the  terri- 
ble efFeds  of  a  pretended  or  mifguided  zeal  for  our  liberties 
and  religion,  returned  to  us  with  difpofitions  unfavourable  to 
both.  Thefe,  in  the  reign  of  the  younger  of  them,  had  re- 
duced us  to  the  very  extremity  of  danger ;  when  the  mercy 
of  Providence  again  interpofing,  delivered  us  ;  and  not  onlj 
completed,  but  we  hope  hath  fecured  to  us  for  ever,  the 
whole  blefling  of  the  reftoration,  under  our  prefent  happy 
edabliihment.  Our  fovereign,  we  are  fure,  hath  the  fihcereft 
regard  both  to  our  civil  and  religious  rights ;  his  pofierity 
have  deeply  imbibed  the  fame  generous  principle ;  and  all 
that  we  can  have  to  fear  muft  be  from  ourfelves. 

II.  Let  us,  therefore,  proceed  to  confider,  what  behaviour 
the  great  event  which  we  commemorate  prefcribes  j  what  is 
the  counfel  which  God  hath  given  us  by  it. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  inftru^on  indeed  muft  arife  from 
©ur  fufFerings  ;  but  the  whole  power  of  making  advanuge  of 
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it  arifcs  from  our  deliverance.  And  our  fufFerings  being 
cftufed  by  mutual  vehemence,  and  our  deliverance  being  ef- 
feded  in  peace ;  both  may  well  difpofe  us  to  a  mild  confi- 
deration  of  what  they  teach.  To  make  inveftives  now,  a- 
gainft  perfons  who  are  gone  long  ago  to  anfwer  for  their  fins 
before  God,  can  be  of  little  benefit ;  and  to  charge  others  raih- 
ly  with  inheriting  their  faults,  may  be  great  injuftice ;  be- 
fides  that  g^nerofity  ihould  reft  rain  one  fide  from  bitternefs  ; 
and  decency,  the  other.  Undoubtedly  caution,  to  prevent  the 
repetition  of  paft  evils,  is  highly  requifite.  But  whfere  fo 
large  a  proportion  of  them  was  brought  about  by  fuch  as  . 
meant  it  not,  the  mod  needful  caution  is,  that  we  each  of  us 
avoid  falling  into  the  fame  error ;  that  we  recoUefl,  whatever 
oar  fiatjion  or  profeflion  be,  not  only  the  injuries,  which  our 
predecefibrs  in  the  fame  underwent,  but  chiefly  thofe  which 
they  did  ;  and  apply  our  knowledge  of  former  times,  not  to 
erafperate  others,  but  to  amend  or  warn  ourfelves.  This  is 
the  ufe,  which  onght  to  be  made  of  the  plaineft  parts  of  the 
hiftory ;  and  much  more  (hould  we  take  car6,  not  to  grow 
warm  about  the  doubtful  ones ;  but  allowing  men  to  differ 
from  us,  as  they  may  very  innocently,  concerning  the  i;ha- 
raders  and  condud  of  perfons  and  parties  formerly,  eiplea-* 
vonr  all  to  agree  in  the  one  material  point,  our  own  conduft 
now.  And  furely  the  period  of  time  before  our  view,  fug- 
gefts  very  plainly  moft  important  directions  to  every  fort  of 
perfons  amongft  us. 

It  mufl  remind  the  governors  of  the  eftablifhed  church, 
that  rigorous  treatment  of  fuch  as  diflent  from  it,  and  endea* 
vours  to  extend  their  own  authority,  or  influence,  beyond 
reafonable  bounds,  are  methods  as  contrary  to  prudence,  as 
they  are  to  religion ;  that  neither  learning,  nor  piety,  nor 
eminence  in  other  virtues,  will  be  able  to  fupport  them,  with- 
out a  fuitable  degree  of  humility  and  forbearance  ;  but  that 
care  to  be  inoffenfive,  and  diligence  to  be  ufeful,  are  their 
true  ftrength.  And  at  the  fame  time,  they,  who  are  preju- 
diced againft  the  eftabliflied  qhurch,  ought  to  remember,  that 
its  ruin  was  attended  with  that  of>  the  whole  conftitution : 
that  there  followed  in  its  place,  firft  another  church-power^ 
allowed  ta  be  much  more  terrible,  then  all  nianner  of  confu- 
^n ;  and  this  contbued,  till  providence  re-efhibliflied  us  on 
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the  old  foundation.  So  that  even  in  thofe  times  thieir  (Scfaemcs 
were  far  from  producing  anj  good ;  and  it  cannot  be  fitdng 
to  revive  them  now,  when,  God  be  thanked^  there  never  was 
fo  little  of  the  bad  fpirit,  which  thej  pretend  to  £ear.  We 
onlj  defire  protefticm  and  fupport  in  ferving  the'caufe  ai  re- 
ligion and  virtue  ;  and  it  is  a  very  unkind  and  difcoaragin| 
return  made  us,  for  avoiding  the  ffiults  imputed  to  our  pre- 
deceflbrs  ;  if  fome  will  not  fee  it,  and  others  wiU  give  ns  no 
proof  of  their  feeing  it. 

From  the  occurrences  of  the  fame  times,  counfellors  of 
princes  ought  to  learn,  that  the  great  inteieft  of  the  fovereipi 
and  their  own  is,  never  to  bear  bard  upon  the  liberties  of  the 
people ;  for  they  will  reftore  themfelves  with  dangerous 
force :  never  to  give  them  jealoufy  ;  iEor  too  often  fcarce  any 
thing  will  remove  it :  never  to  defpife  even  their  lefe  rcafon- 
able  complaints  ;  but,  as  far  as  ,it  is  poffible,  always  promote 
the  public  good  by  methods  agreeable  to  the  public  indina- 
tion.  And  the  feveral  parts  of  the  legiilature  ihould  learn,  eadi 
to  maintain  their  own  privileges  with  calm  refoluticm ;  but  to 
abftain  religioufiy  from  mutual  encroachments :  for  not  only 
the  facred  obligation  of  juftice  requires  it,  but  experience  hath 
^covi  ^^^  when  once  the  inward  balance  of  a  conftitutkm  is 
broken,  endlefs  diforders  are  likely  to  follow  y  and  no  part  of 
the  whole  is  in  more  danger  of  fuffering  more,  than  that  which 
at  firft  appeared  to  be  the  gainer. 

■But  befides  the  feparate  admonitions^  given  by  the  hiftoiy 
of  this  day  to  particular  forts  of  perfons ;  the  inftrufiicm,. 
which  it  offers  to  us  all  in  common,  deferves  our  ferioos  at- 
tention. 

•  Much  of  the  mifery,  undergone  by  thefe  nations,  was  ow- 
ing to  that  unhappy  pronenefs,  which  there  is  in  mankind, 
not  only  to.  magnify  the  real  inconveniencies  of  their  condi- 
tion, but  to  add  imaginary  ones  to  them*  And  their  own  in 
conduft  is  always  the  laft  thing  on  which  they  charge  them; 
that  of  their  fuperiors  ufually  the  firfl.  For  thefe  inconve- 
niencies, they  flatter  thenoJOelves  in  the  next  place,  there  mofl 
be  fome  remedy  j.  and  then,  whatever  fcheme  for  reformatioo 
either  their  own  imagination  prefeats,  or  any  body  elfe  fog* 
gefts,  they  embrace  it  immediatdiy,  ran  haftily  away  with  iC| 
and  foon  grow  too  vehement,  ever  to  confider^  whether  it  he 
3  not 
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not  imprafticable  or  ineffedual^  unjuft  or  pernicious.  Indeed 
to  be  abfolutely  againft  all  changes,  is  cither  great  folly,  or 
great  wickednefs.  Things  may  have  been  wrong  conftituted 
originally  ;  they  may  have  degenerated  fince ;  they  may  be 
attended  now  with  different  circumftances  ;  and  alterations 
may  both  be  reafonable  to  cure  prefent  complaints,  and  ne- 
eeflary  to  prevent  worfe  diforders.  But  ftill,  the  general  prc- 
fumption  ihould  always  be  in  favour  of  what  is  efiablifhed  ; 
and^o  innovations,  greater  than  need,  ought  ever  to  be  at- 
tempted. Intereft,  opinion,  refentment,  warmth  of  temper, 
place  different  things  before  different  perfons,  in  very  ftrong 
lights  :  too  ftrong  perhaps  to  fee  them  diftindly  ;  at  leaft,  to 
obferve  every  thing  connefted  with  them.  On  thefe  views 
however  they  boldly  aft  ;  heat  one  another,  fometimes  by  * 
xxmcurf  ence,  fometimes  by  oppofition :  doubt  nothing  in  them- 
felves,  fufped  nothing  in  thofe  who  join  with  them,  pardon 
nothing  in  thofe  who  differ  from  them ;  deftroy  the  quiet  of 
numbers  who  have  not  deferved  it,  as  well  as  their  own ;  and 
all  to  do  mifchief,  it  may  be,  inftead  of  good,  even  though 
they  intend  good.  For  not  only  projefts,  that  look  plaufible 
to  fuch  perfons,  may  be  very  hurtful  notwithftanding ;  per- 
haps to  themfelves,  perhaps  to  others,  who  have  an  equal 
right  to  be  confidered ;  but  fuppofing  them  innocent,  fuppo- 
fing  them  beneficial ;  yet  attenipting  them  rafhly,  may  do  un- 
known harm,  ihould  they  mifcarry ;  and  coft  infinitely  too 
dear,  ihould  they  fucceed.  If  a  nation  is  to  be  put  into  a  fer- 
ment for  them ;  and  the  multitude  called  in,  to  be  vehement 
about  matters  of  which  they  are  no  judges  :  this  in  itfclf  is  a 
dreadful  evil,  and  may  poffibly  rife  to  a  deftruftive  height. 
For  in  fome  circumftances  it  is  much  eafier  to  inflame  perfons, 
than  to  forefee  when  they  will  cool ;  and  there  is  one  point  of 
yet  greater  importance  than  reforming  faults,  preferving  re- 
verence to  authority.  If  this  be  once  loft,  poflibly  a  blame- 
Icfs  conduft  of  affairs,  which  yet  no  body  can  ever  prdmife, 
may  not  reftore  it ;  and  unlefs  it  be  reftored,  every  thing  will 
be  levelled.  Sooner  or  later  indeed,  God  knows  how  long  it 
may  be  firft,  fome  fort  of  order  muft  return ;  but,  without 
the  peculiar  interpofition  of  a  kind  Providence,  the  beautiful 
order  of  a  free  government  will  not.  And  it  ought  to  be 
well  confidered^  that  perfons,  who  begin  with  moderate  and 
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'  moft  laudable  intentions,  maj  forget  tbemfelvesy  may  be  eiu 
tangled  with  others,  maj  be  led  or  driven  into  doing  what 
thej  greatlj  difapprove  ;  or  maj  lofe  all  power  of  (loppiag 
mifchief,  when  it  is  once  fet  to  work  ;  and  have  nothing  left, 
but  to  periih  with  the  ihip  in  the  ftorm,  which  they  had  help- 
ed to  raife.  Thefe  dangers  indeed  cannot  be  reafons  for  com* 
plying  with  every  thing ;  for  in  vain  will  heaven  have  rc- 
ftored  to  us  our  happy  form  of  government,  if  we  fuffer  it  to 
be  a  form  only.  But  they  are  powerful  reafons  for  thinking 
coolly  what  deferves  oppofition,  and  oppofing  it  with  t&aapcxi 
for  confidering  who  are  the  perfons  really  to  blame,  in  what 
degree  upon  the  whole  they  are  fo,  and  how  difficult  it  is  not 
to  be  fo  ;  for  redreiling  grievances  by  no  other  thdn  regular 
methods,  and  waiting  for  opportunities,  not  forcing  them ; 
for  examining  faithfully  the  purity  of  out  own.  intentions ; 
for  aiking  ourfelves  often,  how  far  we  mean  to  go  ;  and  ob- 
ferving  carefully,  what  thofe  perfons  aim  at,  with  whom  we 
are  engaged ;  for  weighing  well  what  remedies  the  public 
conftitution  will  bear,  under  what  it  will  be  likely  to  fink ; 
and  feriouily  recoUe&ing,  how  great  multitudes  have  their 
fate  involved  in  that  of  the  whole.  There  can  be  no  cautions 
more  evidently  juft  than  thefe,  though  we  .had  not  had  expe- 
rience to  teach  us  fo  awfully,  that  for  want  of  regarding  them 
in  the  times  now  before  us,  no  one  fcheme  ended  as  it  was  de- 
iigned  at  fir  ft.  Every  thing  was  propofed  to  be  reformed  in- 
to perfeAion ;  every  thing,  inftead  of  that,  was  completely 
.brought  to  ruin  ;  and  happy  did  men  think  themfelves,  with 
very  good  caufe,  when  at  laft  they  were  able  to  get  back  into 
the  fituation,  which  they  had  imagined  before  to  be  fo  into- 
lerable.  Now  all  thefe  things  happened  unto  them  for  enfam* 
pies  ;  and  they  are  written  for  our  admonition  *. 

Nor  let  it  be  replied,  that  though  the  bold  attempts  for  re- 
formation  and  liberty  mifcarried  then,  they  may  fucceed  ano- 
ther time.  Iict  us  rather  refled,  that  though  the  confufioa 
and  flavcry,  which  they  introduced,  proved  but  temporary 
then,  the  next  trial  may  perpetuate  them.  Liberty  is  ahkf- 
fing  of  fuch  unfpeakable  value,  that  no  wonder  if  the  very 
name  of  it  be  dear  to  men ;  but  the  name  mifapplied  was 
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&tal  to  our  forefathers,  and  maj  be  fo  to  us.  Licentlotifnefft 
of  fpeech  and  writing,  a  favourite  and  moft  entertaining  fpe- 
cies  of  liberty  to  the  inconfid^rate,  had  the  eStSts  amongft 
them,  which  it  muft  have  every  where  ;  not  only  of  injuring 
particular  perfons  in  the  moft  fenfible  manner,  but  of  deftroy- 
iog  that  regard  to  ftations  and  offices,  ranks  and  orders  of 
men,  which  muft  be  preferved,  or  fociety  muft  be  diftolved. 
For  when  once  contending  parties,  by. their  mutual  acciUfa'- 
tions  and  afperfions,  have  taught  the  people  to  think  ill,  or 
meanly,  o£  all  perfons  that  are,  or  can  be  their  governors, 
what  remains  for  them,  but  to  think  in  the  fame  manner  of 
^vemment  itfelf,  and  treat  it  accordingly  ?  Confidering,  in- 
deed, how  artfully  q^en  have  learnt,  to  difguife  thefe  enormi- 
ties, there  may  perhaps  be  no  e£Fedual  method  of  reftrahiing 
diem  by  law,  without  very  great  danger  of  hurtful  confe- 
quences  from  the  reftraint.  But  to  take  this  advantage  for^ 
bqing  guilty  of  them,  is  a  moft  ungenerous  ufe  of  freedom 
againft  ijich  as  wifti  it  well,  and  a  moft  uiiwife  one  againft 
fuch  as  do  not.  All  good  men,  therefore,  ftiould  labour  una- 
nimoufly  to  keep  down  this  bad  fpirit,  each  on  his  own  fide ; 
for  in  vain  do  we  exclaim  againft  what  we  indulge  ;  and  to 
difcountenance  it  fo  ftrongly,  by  exprei&ng  their  private  ab- 
horrence of  it,  that  there  may  be  no  reafon,  and  no  pretence, 
if  poffible,  for  a  public  provifion  againft  it.  Liberty  cannot 
be  fupported  any  more  than  power,  but  by  ezerciling  it  with 
moderation.  And  they  that  overturn  either,  by  carrying  it 
to  extravagant  heights,  after  fuch  warning  as  Providence 
hath  given  us,  muft  neither  expeft  any  remedy,  nor  muc;)i 
pity. 

But  indeed  there  are  perfons  who  feem  almoft  to  think  that 
liberty  cannot  be  extended  too  far ;  that  every  diminution  of 
autlyrity  is  fo  much  gain,  every  increafe  of  it  fo  much  lofs, 
to  the  conununity.  Now,  if  this  be  true,  laws  and  govern- 
ment are  a  public  nuifance  ^  and  if  not,  men  ought  to  coniider 
what  reftraints  are  requifite,  as  well  as  what  may  be  abufed ; 
and  remenoher,  that  a  right  to  do  things  neceftary  to  be  done, 
muft  be  vefted  fomewhere,  and  muft  be  exerted.  Authority 
indeed  is  of  a  growing  nature  ;  but  fo  is  averfion  to  autho- 
rity :  and  freedom  unreftrained  is  power  unreftrained.  No 
tyrannies  have  b^en  more  infupportable  than  thofe  of  the 
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muldtude  ;  nor  cm  any  perfons  be  more  juftlj  dreaded,  tbia 
thej  who  declaim  for  liberty,  in  the  Ipirit  of  perfecution,  add 
demand  it  with  infolenee,  in  the  midft  of  the  enjoyment  %A  VL 
Such  behaviour  plainly  ibews,  that,  not  content  witii  being 
free,  they  want  to  rule  ;  and  fince  they  cannot  plead  that  any 
harih  treatment  hath  provoked  them  to  thefe  outrages,  thef 
are  fo  far  kfs  excufable  than  fome  of  their  predeceflbrs  in  die 
times  of  our  troubles. 

But  however  ilroagly  we  are  cautioned  agaioft  licentioii£- 
nefe,  by  the  fufferings  of  former  days,  there  hath  arifes,  not- 
withftanding,  in  our  own,  one  very  ihocking  kind  of  it,  il- 
moft  peculiar  Co  this  nation,  that  of  publicly  treating  rdigioa 
with  contempt  4  and  after  magnifying  morals  merely  in  oppo- 
£tion  to  it,  explaining  them  away  to  juft  nothing.  Setting 
die  world  at  large  in  tiiefe  refpeds,  appears  to  be  a  principti 
point  which  fome  have  at  heart ;  whofe  chara£ber  in  fcriptnie 
might  furely  have  given  a  more  general  fufpicion  of  them 
than  it  hath  ;  tliat  whik  they  promife  others  liberty^  they  art 
themfehes  the  fsrvanft  of  corruption* .  And  too  many,  w!io 
hav«  no  defign  of  contributing  to  the  progrefs  of  irreligioa, 
fee  it,  however,  with  great  tranquillity.  Let  men  think,  kt 
men  aA  juft  as  they  will,  provided  they  are  not  bigots,  bm 
perfoQS  of  free  principles,  the  public  is  fafe,  and  all  is  wdl. 
But  is  it  fafe  that  they  fiiould  be  bigots  to  atheifm^  bigots  to 
profligatenefs  ?  Or  can  it  be  a  matter  of  indifference,  whether 
they  have  a  good  and  right  rule  of  condud,  though  it  verc 
with  fome  miftakes  ;  or  whether  they  have  none  at  all,  or 
quite  a  wrong  one  ?  We  own,  diat  falfe  notions  about  rdi* 
gion  were  one  great  caufe  of  the  fufferings  of  this  nation ; 
but  fo  were  falfe  notions  about  freedom  another.  And  whj 
are  miftakes,  or  even  wilful  abufes,  a  reafon  for  tramfding 
«pon  the  former,  when  they  are  not  thought  a  reafon  a^fcinft 
exalting  the  latter  without  bounds  ?  We  own,  that  faper- 
ftition  and  enthufiafm  ought  to  be  guarded  againft  ;  and  that 
this  is  a  moft  important  leflbn  of  providence  to  us  on  diis 
day.  But  it  cannot  be  right  to  guard  againft  them,  by  root- 
ing out  of  mens  minds  the  reverence  due  to  the  Author  of 
Nature  ;  or  by  taking  methods,  which,  in  the  natural  couifc 
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of  things,  will  bring  one  or  both  of  them  back  upon  us,  as 
perhaps  we  have  begun  to  experience  ;  or  at  leaft  will  bring 
evila  not  lei^  formidable.  Public  happinefs  cannot  fubfift 
without  focial  virtue  and  moral  felf-govemment ;  nor  can 
either  of  thefe  fubfift  without  regard  to  God.  Nothing  but 
the  thought  of  his  feeing  and  rewarding,  can  poiliblj-  have 
force  fufficient,  in  all  cafes,  to  refirain  men's  paiHons,  to  coun- 
terbalance their  prefent  interefts,  to  excite  the  indolent,  keep 
the  enterpriling  within  due  bounds,  and  unite  all  in  making 
the  common  good  their  common  end.  ' 

We  fhall,  therefore,  negled  the  moft  important  ccunftls  of 

Providence  on  this  day,  if  we  learn  not  from  fo  inftruftive  a 

difpenfation  of  it,  that  juft  fenfe  of  our  duty  to  the  (Jovernor 

and  La^^giver  of  the  world ;  which,  if  our  forefathers  had 

preferved,  thefe  miferies  had  never  happened  ;  and,  if  we 

prcfcrve,  they  will  never  happen  more.     For  as,  on  the  one 

hand,  religion  enforces  powerfidly  that  neceffary  caution  ex- 

prefled  by  the  prophet  Es&ra  :  Seeing  thou  cur  God  hajl  pro^ 

mifed  us  lefs  than  our  iniquities  deferve^  and  haft  given  us  fuch 

deliverance  as  thiSy  fttould  we  again  break  tby  commandments^ 

would/l  tbou  not  be  angry  with  usy  till  tbou  baft  confumed  us*i 

fo  on  the  other,  it  fupports  us  with  that  noble  confidence  ex- 

prefled  by  the  prophet  Samuel:  Fear  not ;  but  ferve  the  Lord 

with  all  your  heart :  for  the  Lord  will  not  forfake  his  people^ 

for  bis  great  name^s  fahe.     Only  fear  the  Lord,  and  ferve  him 

in  truth:  for  conftder  bow  great  things  be  batb  done  for  you  \. 

*  £2ra  ix.  13,  I4<  i  x  Sam.  kH.  so,  i»,  %a^ 
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VA6E  and  Barbarous  Nations. 


Mark  vi.  34. 

And  yefusy  when  be  came  out,  /aw  much  people ;  and  weu  mov- 
ed' with  compqjjion  towards  them^  becaufe  they  were  asjbeef 
not  having  ajbepherd :  and  he  be^an  to  teach  them  many 
things. 

nPHIS  paflage  of  the  evangelift  exprcfles,  in  fo  ftrong  and 
engaging  a  manner,  the  benevolent  temper  df  our  bleiTed 
Lord,  and  his  tender  regard  to  the  fpiritual  'wants  of  men, 
that)  if  we  fuffer  our  minds  to  dwell  upon  it  a  while,  it  can- 
not fail  of  exciting  the  fame  difpofition  in  us ;  efpeciaUj  if 
we  coniider,  that  the  view  which  he  is  here  defcribed  to  have 
had  of  their  deftitute^  condition,  not  onlj  induced  him  to  teach 
them  himfelf  many  things  concerning  the  kingdom  ofGod^% 
but  caufed  that  moft  ferious  refle&ion  and  exhortation,  72e 
harvejl  truly  is  plenteous ,  but  the  labourers  are  Jew  :  pray  je^ 
therefore^  the  Lord  of  the  harvejly  that  he  wUl  fend  forth  kh 
bourers  into  his  harveji  f  v  immediately  after  which,  he  fent 
forth  his  twelve  difciples  to  preach  the  gofpel  %'>  as  he  did  the 
feventy  at  ftnothcir  time,  on  the  very  fame  motive,  mentioDcd 
by  another  evangelift  in  the  very  fame  words  $  :  thus  opea- 

iflg 

•  Luke  ix.  II.  f  Matth.  ix.  36~j8, 

t  Matth.  X.  I.  S  Luke  x.  i,  2. 
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ing  :the  way,  bj  his  previous  care  of  the  hfijbeep  qfthe  houfe 
^iflfrael*,  for  uniting  us  all  into  one  fold  under  one  Jhepherd^. 

To  carry  on  the  great  work  which  he  began^  of  dire&ing 
mankind  to  prefent  and  future  happinefs^  is  the  end  of  this 
focietj  ;  incorporated  by  a  prince, '^o  whom  religion  and  li- 
berty will  have  etemsJ  obligations  ^  and  eftabliflied,  firft  for ' 
the  fupport  of  Chriftijmity  in  our  colonies  and  fadories 
abroad,  then  for  the  propagation  of  it  amongft  the  Heathens 
intermixed  with  thero^  and  bordering  upon  them ;  but  taking 
its  name  from  the  remotjcr  -and  jnore  e^teniive  part  of  the  de- 
ign. 

Every  pofSble  reafon  required  our  predeceflbrs,  in  this  ex- 
cellent undertaking,  to  begin  with  infpe£ling  the  fiate  of  thQ 
Engli/b  plantations  in  America.     And  nothing  could  be  more 
applicable  to  them  on  that  occafion  than  the  words  of  the 
text :   ^ey  Jaw  much  people^  and  were  moved  with  companion 
f  awards  tbem  ;  becaufe  they  were  as  Jheep  not  having  ajhcp* 
herd.     The  European  inhabitants  there  being  privatjB  adven- 
tsrers,  neither  numerous^  nor  rich,  nor  certain  of  fuccefs,  nor 
fioanimous  in  belief,  eftabliflied  in  feveral  provinces  np  form 
whatever  of  public  worfliip  and  inftrufiion«    Too  many  of 
them  carried  but  little  fenfe   of  Chriftianity  abroad  with 
them  \  a  great  part  of  the  reft  fufSered  it  to  wear  out  gra- 
dually ;  and  their  children  grew  of  courfe  to  have  yet  lefs 
<han  they  y  till  in  fome  countries  th^re  wene  fcarce  any  foot^- 
Aeps  of  it  left  beyond  the  mere  name.     No  teacher  was 
liLuown,  no  religious  alTembly  held^  the  Lord's  day  difiin- 
guifhed  only  by  more  general  difiblutenefs  \  the  facrament  of 
.baptifm  not  adminiftcred  for  near  twenty  years  together,  nor 
that  of  the  Lord's  fupper  for  near  irxty,  amongft  many  thou- 
fands  of  people,  who  did  not  deny  the  obligation  of  thefe  du- 
tieS|  but  liyed  notwithftanding  in  a  Aupid  negleft  of  them. 
Such  was  the  ftate  of  things  in  more  of  our  colonies  than  one; 
and  where  it  was  a  little  better,  it  was,,  however,  lamentably 
l>ad.    $ome  perfons  appear  very  defirous  of  feeing  what  fort 
of  creatures  men  would  be  without  the  knowledge  of  God. 
Here  a  fufficient  trial  was  made  of  this  :  and  it  ihewed  to  an 
finhappy  degree. of  certainty,  that  they  would  be  wicked  and 
Vol.  III.  3  O  pirofiigate, 
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profligate,  and  brutal  in  every  refpeft,  and  return  in  a  few 
generations  to  entire  barbarifm.  PoiCblj,  indeed,  they  niight 
'have  been  delivered  from  this  evil  by  tliat  of  Popery ;  which, 
always  taking  advantage  of  ignorance  and  profanenefs,  hsd 
already  begun  to  fpread  ;  and  dreadful  \va$  the  alternative  of 
one  or  the  other.  In  thefe  circumftances,  the  poor  inhabit- 
ants made,  from  all  parts,  the  moft  affedling  reprefentatioos 
of  their  deplorable  condition  ;  the  truth  of  which  was  but  too 
fully  cpnfirmed  by  their  refpeftive  governors,  and  the  pcrfons 
of  principal  note  in  each  province.  There  could  not  be  wor- 
thier objefts  of  regard  than  fucb  complainants,  n  And  }f  they, 
who  remained  infenfibic,  dirf^not  deferve  pity  fo  much,,  they 
wanted  it  ftill  more.  The  fociety,  therefore,  in  proportion 
to  their  own  ability,  and  the  need  of  each  place,  firft  fcnt  over 
miilionaries,  to  perform  the  offices  of  religion  amongil  them, 
then  fchoolmafters,  to  inftruA  their  children  in  the  princiiles 
of  it ;  who,  after  enduring  much  contradi^ion  ofjinners  *,  aid 
going  through  a  great  variety  of  labours  and  diHicukies,  have^ 
through  the  bleiling  of  God,  made  a  remarkable  change  in  the 
face  of  things';  and  laid  a  noble  ground-work,  of  what,  we 
hope,  will  every  day  be  carried  on  towards  perfeftion.  But 
at  prefent  much  remains  to  be  done.  Multitudes  continue, 
as,  before,  in  a  thoughtlefs  difregard  to  almoft  every  part  of 
Chriftianity,  and  multitudes  alfo  are  daily  petittoaing  for 
help  ;  which  to  fome  we  cannot  give  at  all,  and  to  others  fo 
little,  that  they  have  divine  fcrvice  only  once  in  many  weeks; 
and  feveral  diftrifts  of  fixty,  feventy  and  eighty  miles  long, 
have  but  one  miniftcr  to  officiate  in  each  of  them. 

The  next  objeft  of  the  fociety's  concern  were  the  poor  ne- 
groes. Thefe  unhappy  wretches  learn,  in  their  native  coun- 
try, the  grofleft  *  idolatry,  and  the  moft  fava^  difpofitioos ; 
and  then  are  fold  to  the  beft  purchafer ;  fometimes  by  ^hcir 
enemies,  who  would  elfe  put -them  to  death  ;  fometimes  bj 
their  neareft  friends,  who  are  cither  unable  or  unwilling  to 
maintain  them.  Their  condition  in  pur  colonies,  though  it 
cannot  well  be  worfe  than  it  would  have  been  at  home,  is  yet 
nearly  as  hard  as  poffible :  their  fervitude  moft  laboriois, 
their  punilhments  moft  fevcre.     And  thus  many  thoufands  of 

them 
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them  fpend  their  whole  days,  one  generation  after  another, 
undergoing,  with  reludtant  minds,  continual  toil  in  this  world, 
and  comforted  with  no  hopes  of  reward  in  a  better.     For  it  is 
not  to  be  expefted,  that  mafters,  too  commonly  negligent  of 
Chriftianity  themfelves,  will  take  much  pains  to  teach  it 
their  flaves  V  whom  even  the  better  part  of  them  are  in  a 
^reat  meafuxe  habituated  to  confider,  as  they  do  their  cattle^ 
merely  with  a  view  to  the  profit  arifing  fropi  them.     Not  a 
few,  therefore,  have  openly  oppofed  their  inflru&ion,  from   . 
an  imagination,  now  indeed  proved  and  acknowledged  to  be 
^roundlefs,   that  baptifm  would  entitle   them  to  freedom^ 
Others,   by  obliging  them  to  work  en  Sundays  to  provide 
themfelves  necefiaries,  leave  them  neither  time  to  learn  reli- 
gion, nor  any  profped  of  being  able  to  fubfift,  if  once  the 
duty  of  refting  on  that  day  makes  part  of  their  belief.     Ai^d 
(bme,   it  may  be  feared^  have  been  ayerfe  to  their  becoming 
Chriftians,  becaufe,  after  that,  no  pretence  will  remain  for 
not  treating  them  like  men.     When  thefe  obftacles  are  added 
to  the  fondnefs  they  have  for  their  old  Heathenifli  rites,  and 
the  ftrong  prejudices  they  muft  have  againft  teachers  from 
among  thofe  whom  they  ferve  fo  unwillingly,  it  cannot  be 
wondered,  if  the  progrefs  made  in  their  converfion  prove  but 
flow.    After  fome  experience  of  this,  catcchifts  were  appoint- 
ed in  two  places,  by  way  of  trial,  for  their  inftru&ion  alone ; 
whofe  fuccefs,  where  it  was  leaft,  hath  not  been  inconfider- 
able ;  and  fo  great  in  the  plantations  l>elonging  to  the  fociety^ 
that  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirty,  at  leaft  feventy  are  now 
believers  in  Chrift.     And  there  is  lately  an  improvement  to 
this  fcbeme  begun  to  be  executed,  by  qualifying  and  employ- 
ing young  negroes,  prudently  chofen,  to  teach  their  country- 
men ;  from  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges,  we  may 
reafonably  promife  ourfclves,  that  this  miferable /^^ o^Zf,  the 
generality  of  whom  have  hitherto  fat  in  darknefs^  will  fe^ 
great  light*. 

There  ftill  remains  another  branch  of  the  focicty's  care, 
the  Indians  bordering  on  our  fettlements.  Thefe  coufift  of 
various  nations,  valuable  for  fome  of  their  qualities,  but  imf- 
inerfed  in  the  vileft  fuperftitions,  and  engaged  in  almoft  per- 

362       ^  petual 
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petual  wars  againft  each  other,  which  thej  profectite  witli 
barbarities  unheard  of  amongft  the  reft 'of  mankind;  impla- 
cable' in  their  refentments,  when  once  provoked ;  boundlefr 
in  their  intemperance,  when  they  have  opportunities  for  it; 
and  at  fuch  times  mifchievous  in  the  higheft  degree  ;  impa- 
tient of  labour-,  to  procure  themfelves  the  commom  conveni- 
encies  of  life  ;  inhumanly  negligent  of  perfons-in  jeans ;  and^ 
if  accounts  of  fuch  things  maybe  credited,  not  fcmpling  to 
kin  and  eat  their  neareft  relations,,  when  the  long  expeditions,, 
which  they  niake,  for  Hunting,  or  againft  enemies,,  have  re- 
duced them  to  ftraits*-  Now,  thefe  poor  creatures  alio,  dili« 
gent  endeavours  have  been  ufed  to  enlighten  and  redaim,  oa 
ftich  occafions,  and  by  fuch  methods,  as  were  leaft  fufpicious. 
For,  without  due  precautions,  harm  would  be  done,  inftead 
of  good,  where  natural  jealonfy  is  fo  induftrioufly  fomented 
by  an  artful  neighl^our.  And,  after  all  precautions,  it  cannot 
be  an  eafy  work  to  convert  nations,  whofe  manners  are  fo 
uncultivated  ;  whofe  languages  are  fo  different,,  fo  hard  to 
learn,  and  fo  little  adapted  to  the  dodrines  of  religion  ;  wit& 
whom  we  fcarce  ever  contrad  affinities  ;  and  who  feldom  con- 
tinue long  enough  in  the  fame  place,,  to  let  any  good  impref- 
fions  fix  into  habits.  Yet,,  notwithftanding  thefe  difficulties,, 
whicii  fruftrated  formerly  a  very  expenftve  attempt,  another 
hath  been  made  of  late ;.  and,  through  the  blelling  of  Go<^ 
hath  fo  reformed  and  improved  the  morals,  together  with  the 
notions,  of  one  Indian  tribe  *,  that  we  cannot  But  hope  the 
reft  will  be  induced,  by  feeing  their  happincfs,,  to  follow  their 
example.  * 

You  have  now  heard  in  brief  the  ft  ate  of  our  colonies  with 
refpeft  to  religion.  And  were  the  profpeft  of  further  fucccfs 
much  fmaller  than  it  is,  yet  cur  rule  would  be,  to  do  our  du- 
ty, and  leave  the  event  to  Heaven.  Perfons  of  unwilling  or 
defponding  minds,,  may  eafily  find  arguments,  to  prove  every 
good  defign  unpromifing,  or  even  impradicable.  But  the 
natural  didate  of  piety  and  virtue  is  to  try^  And  the  ci- 
prefs  command  of  our  blefted  Lord  is,   that  tie  gofpel  ie 

preachtd 

*  The  Mobawkst  who  compofc  two  Chriftian  congregations,  each  coofifiisg 
of  above  aco  perfons.  Their  fchoolmafter  is  a  Moba<iuL  There  arc  alio  &»■» 
couvens  amongft  the  Oneidan  and  Tv/cttraro  IMiartSi 
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preached  to  every  creature*.  Nor  is  only  the  offer  of  in-" 
ftru£tion  to  Heathens,  but  the  continttance  of  it  for  ever  a;^ 
mongft  ChriftianSy  the  will  of  him,  who,  as  be  gave  fome^ 
apofiUs  and  evangelifts^  g2vt  fome  alfo  pajlors  and  teachers^ 
for  the  perfefKng  of  the  faint  Sy  and  the  edifying  of  hu  hody\. 
Bj  endeavouring  to  our  power^  that  thefe  things  be  done^ 
we  (hall  pay  obedience  to  his  authority^  and  imitate  his  ex* 
ample :  we  ihall  give  a  proof  to  our  own  hearts,  that  we  are' 
indeed  his  difciples,  and  convince  the  worlds  that  zeal  for  re- 
ligion is  not  yet  extinguifhed  ;<  we  fhall  habituate  ourfelves  t6< 
the  moft  amiable  of  virtues,  good- will*  to  mankind  in  the  mofb 
important  of  their  interefts ;  we  fhall  ferve  the  purpofes  of 
providence^  which  have  theijr  accomplifhment,.  whether  men 
vail  hear,  or  whether  they  will  forbear  %  5  and  how  much  fo- 
«veT  we  may  labour  in  vain  with  refped  to  others,  yet  our 
judgment  will  be  with  the  Lordy  and  our  work  with  cur 
God^.  / 

But  the  £ime  €^  hath  promifed,  that  his  truth  fhall  fi:- 
nally  prevail  upon  earth.  And  though  we  cannot  fay,  ar 
what  timCy  or  by  what  degrees,  this  promife  fhall'  be  fulfill- 
ed ;  yet  we  have  room  to  hope,  that  every  fincere  endeavour 
is  all  along  contributing  fomething  towards  its  completion* 
The  good  Ceed,  which  appears  to  lie  dead  for  a  while,  will 
fyring  up  in  its  feafon :  that,  which  feems  to  fhoot  weakly 
at  firfl,.  will  gain  flrength  infenfibly,  through  the  favourable 
influences  of  heaven  ;  and  the  grain  of  muflard-feed  become  a 
«r<e||.  Thus  have  thefe  colonies  themfelves  grown:  thus 
hath  Chriiiianity  grown  from  its  beginning,,  both  in  other 
places,  and  iu  them  alfo :  nor  have  we  any  reafon  to  doubt 
its  going  on  to  do  £b  flill*  In  lefs  than  forty  years,  under 
many  difcouragements,  and  with  an  income  very  difpropor-' 
tionate  to  the  vaflnefs  of  the  undertaking,  a  great  deal  hath 
been  done ;  though  little  notice  may  have  been  taken  of  it^ 
by  perfens  inattentive  to  thefe  things,  or  backward  to  ac- 
knowledge them.  Near  a  hundred  churches  have  been  built : 
^ve  ten  thoufand  bibles  and  common  prayers,  above  a  hun- 
dred thoufmd  other  pious  trads  diftributed:  great  multi- 
tudes. 

*  Mark  vn,  t^  f  Eph.  !▼.  1 1,  i».  |  Ezek.  ii.  5 . 
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tudes,  up*on  the  whole>  of  negroes  and  Indians  brought  over 
to  the  Ghriftian  faith ;  manj  numerous  congregations  ban 
been  fet  up,  which  now  fupport  the  worfliip  of  God  at  their 
own  expencc,  where  it  was  not  known  before ;  and  fevcnty 
perfons  are  conftantly  employed,  at  the  expence  of  the  focicty, 
in  the  farther  fervice  of  the  gofpel  *•  All  this,  we  grants 
makes  but  a  fmall  appearance,  in  a  trad  of  land,  ex^endiog 
fixteen  hundred  miles.  But  it  is  an  encouraging  fpecimen, 
however,  of  what  longer  time  and  more  liberal  aififtance  maj 
affeft. 

Both  the  hopes,  and  the  means,  of  fupporting  Chriftianity 
amongil  our  own  people  there,  are  juft  the  fame  as  here  at 
home.  And  though  the  Negroes  and  Indians  are  prejudiced 
againft  it  f  and  but  poorly  qualified,  in  comparifon,  to  judge 
of  the  evidence  of  it ;  yet  they  and  all  men  have  the  work  of 
ibe  law  written  in  their  hearts,  their  confciences  tdfo  bearing 
witnefs  t-  They  may  be  cdbvided  but  too  eafily  of  tranf- 
grefling  evident  duties  of  nature ;  and  when  cwice  they  fee 
their  need  of  repentance  and  pardon,  they  will  gladly  receive 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  of  which  thefe  two  are  the  diftinguiA- 
ing  articles.  It  will  appear  in  itfelf  infinitely  preferable  to 
what  they  have  believed  hitherto.  The  teachers  of  it  T?fll 
4  appear,  both  from  their  fuperior  knowledge,  and  good  lives, 
worthy  of  credit.  The  profeflbrs  of  it  around  them  will  bear 
a  teftimony  to  it,  in  fome  refpeds  the  ffronger,  for  their  be- 
ing often  condeipiied  by  it.  And  if  fuch  arguments  do  not 
4niount,  after  all,  to  the  higheft  evidence  ;  they  afford,  how- 
ever, very  rational  motives  of  affent,  efpecially  to  perfons  ca- 
pable  of  no  further  information  ;  and  were  thefe  motives 
weaker  than  they  are,  yet;  the  grace  of  God  producing  bj 
them  fo  powerful  an  effed  on  the  minds  of  men,  we  undoubt- 
edly approve  ourfelves,  by  propofing  them,  his  miniflers  for 
flie  happinefs  of  our  fellow-creatures  ;  and  may  juftly  be  rwi- 
Jidenty  that  he  who  hath  begun  a  good  work  in  thenty  will  per* 
form  it  X  perfedlly. 

Bat 


•  Since  tf»c  preaching  of  this  fcrmon,  all  thcfc  numbcri  have  been  much  i^ 
tircafcd.    The  miffionarioe,  catechifls  and  fchoolniaften  are  now,  Ijdjisbove 

100. 

■J  Rom.  ii.  I  y.  \  \  Phil.  i.  6. 
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But  perhaps  not  our  fuccefs,  but  the  ufe  and  benefit  of  it, 
viU  be  called  in  queftion.     Now  of  this  we  apprehend,  there 
is  abundant  proof.     The  bare  profeflion  and  outward  appear-* 
ance  of  fuch  a  religion,  as  the  Chriflian  is,  if  taught  in  any 
tolerable  purity,  muft  have  fome  right  influence  ;  and  the 
body  of  a  people  cannot  go  the  utmoft  lengths  in  wickednefs, 
whUft  that  appearance  fubfifts.     What  lengths  they  would  go 
in  time,  if  it  were  loft,  as  we  have  not  es^erienced,  we  are 
sot  apt  to  confider.     But  a  little  reflexion  on  the  number  and 
ftrength  of  human  paffions,  and  the  abilities,  which  we  have, 
of  finding  means  to  gratify  them,  would  give  us  a  high  value 
of  whatever  hath  any  peculiar  force  to  reftrain  them.     The 
one  inftitution  of  a  day  of  holy  reft,  is   not  only,  under  pru- 
dent regulations,  a  great  refrefliment  to  the  bulk  of  mankind; 
but  greatly  tends  to  civilize  them  alfo,  by  uniting  neigh- 
bourhoods in  formed  alTemblies,  to  acknowledge  their  com- 
morf  dependence  on  God,  and  relation  to  each  other,  with 
hearts  difengaged  from  felfifli  attentions,  and  open  to  friendly 
regards.     Nor  is  it  poffible,  be  they  ever  fo  negligent  hear- 
.  crs  of  public  worftiip  and  inftrudion,  but  confiderable  im- 
preiEons,  at  lead  general  ones,  muft  remain  upon  their  minds. 
And  moft  evidently  the  impreftions  of  religion  difpofe  men  to' 
every  thing  produSive  of  common  good :  to  juftice  and  ve- 
racity, and  the  reverence  of  an  oath  ;  without  which  the  in- 
tercourfe  of  man  with  man  is  not  a  moment  faft :  to  faithful- 
nefs,  dlity,  and  love  in  the  feveral  relations  of  life,  public 
and  private :  to  mildnefs,  charity,  and  compaftion  in  their 
whole  behaviour:  to  fobrietyand  iudufiry,  the  pillars  of  na- 
tional wealth  and  greatnefs  ;  and  to  that  joyful  hope  of  a  bet- 
ter world,  which  is'  our  trueft  diredion,  and  firmeft  fupport^ 
in  every  ftage  of  our  journey  through  this.     Many  more  per- 
fons  will   be  thus  influenced  in  various  degrees,  than   are 
ufually  obferved :  for  a  regular  inoffenfive  behaviour  affords 
little  matter  of  fpeculation  and  difcourfe.     And  though  ftiU 
Ac  generality  may  be  bad ;  yet,  iS  left  to  themfelves,.  they 
wtfuld  certainly  have  been  worfe.     Every  body  owns,  that  a 
wrong  belief  hath  a  great  power  to  deprave  mens  morals. 
Surely  then  a  right  one  muft  have  fome  power  to  reform 
^hem.     And  if  not  fo  much  as  might  be  wiflied,  this  is  no 
^ore  an  argixment  againft  the  ufefulnefs  of  religion,  than  of 
%  rcafon ; 
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xeafon ;  but  a  ftroog  argument^  why  both  (bould  be  cultivated 
fto  the  utmoft  \  and  carefuUj  applied  to  fo  important  a  por-P 
pofe.  If  our  coloBie^  had  not  experienced  great  evils  from 
the  decay-  of  Chriftianity  amongft  them  \  they  ^ould  never 
have  petitioned  u$  (o  earnefUy  for  inftrudUon  in  it^  as  they 
have  done.  And  if  they  h^  not  experienced  gteat  good  from 
^he  reftoration  of  it,  that  earneftneis  would  never  have  con- 
tinued^ as  it  dothj^to  this  day. 

Nor  will  oux  compliance  wkh  their  requeft  be  a  I>ene& 
«nly  to  them,  but  to  this  nation  alfo«  If  they  are  dilhoneft 
.and  profligate,  every  fingie  peifon  here,  who  hath  conceiii9 
\yith  them^  will  be  in  danger  of  fuflfering  by  it.  Jf  they  coa- 
i^ume  their  wealth  and  their  tiole  in  vices  and  follies,  their 
trade  will  be  gained  over,  from  them  and  ua^  by  our  rivals 
and  adversaries.  And  if  the  jties  of  a  religion,  binding  mca 
fo  ftrongly  to  befubjeQfor  confcience  fate  *,  are  loofened  from 
off  their  minds,  which  may  fome  tin^  or  imother  need  every 
tie,  that  can  keep  them  attached  to  us  4  k  will  much  facili- 
tate their  becoming  adverfaries  themfelves.  And  we  ihaO 
"Well  deferve  their  revolting  from  us^  if  we  take  no  care  of 
^eir  obeying  God..  But,  on  the  contrary,  as  Chriftian  pria* 
•jciples  will  teach  them  dutifulnefs  and  loyalty ;  fo  recerving 
from  hence  the  fupport  of  thofe  principles^ ,  will  recommeqji 
lis  to  their  gratitude ;  hoping  for  the  contini^ance  of  that  fup- 
|K)rt,  will  create  fome  dependence  •  in  point  of  intereil9  and 
agreeing  in  the  fame  faith  and  worflxip  with  us,  will  be  aa 
cverlafting  motive  to  civij  unity  alfo. 

But  another  common  benefit  of  propagating  Chriftianky  in 
4>ur  colonies  is,  that  thus  we  ihall  hinder  corruptions  of  Chri- 
itianity  from  prevailing  there,  and  fliarlng  with  profaoends 
a  divided  empire  over  the  land.  J£  no  authorized  teachers 
are  fent,  fome  ind-ucement  or  another  will  raife  volonttry 
ones  from  time  to  time ;  and  very  pofilbly  (he  lefs  neafoaabk 
their  doftrine  is,  the  mor©  gladly  it  may  be  received.  For 
^fentiments  of  religion  are  not  duly  cultivated,  as  they  quite 
%y^ear  out  of  fome  minds,  fo  in  tethers  they  degenerate  into  fa- 
perdition  or  enthufiafm.  And  accordingly  many  pcmicioas 
errors^  heiides  the  abovementioned  capital  one  of  Popery,  took 

early 
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carlj  root  in  thcfe  provinces  5  nor  arc  thcj  yet  extirpated^ 
perhaps  in  part  newly  revived ;  fome  difTolving  the  obligations 
of  moral  duties;  fome  dcftroying  the  inward  peace  of  very 
piou^  and  good  perfons,  and  making  life  gloomy  and  uncom* 
fortable  ;  fome  leading  men  to  afcrib?  every  folly  or  wicked- 
nefs,  that  pofleiTes  the  fancy^  to  divine  infpiration  j  fome  in- 
confiftent  with  our  prefent  happy  eftablifliment ;  and  others, 
deftru^tive  of  the  fafety  of  all  governments  whatever,  by  for- 
bidding to  contribute  ^y  kind  of  aiSilance  to  the  public  de- 
fence againd  enemies ;  on  which  notion  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  province  oiPennfylvaniahxve  adted  this  laft  fummer*.  Now 
let  It  only  be  confidcred,  how  fatal  a  more  general  belief  of  fome 
of  thefe  doctrines  muft  have  been  there  at  prefent ;  indeed  how 
very  unhappy  the  belief  of  any  of  them  muft  beat  all  times ;  and 
Vol.  III.  3  E  tho 

*  Sec  a  printed  coUedion  of  meffages,  anfwers,  mddrefles,  C^r.  the  fubftance 

of  which  is  as  folivws.    The  Quakert^  having  appUtd  tbemfel^tes.  mtb  great  indufiry 

U  tiftaim  an  auieomm*m  majwity  im  the  ajftm^ly^  though  tbey  art  n^  ahoveome  third  oftht 

f<»pU  iM  number t  refufed  to  make  any  provijion  of  nefejjarits  for  tbe  trtapt  to  U  raifiJ 

im  thai  provimce,  as  being  a  thing  refuguant  to  tleir  ref'tgious  principles^  though  hia 

majefty  had  DOti6ed  nnder  bis  J^  manual,  that  he  expcded  it  from  them.     Soon 

.  after  this  they  ad)ounicd  for  above  Bite  weeks,  thpogh  the  gemermer  madejlroag  /«• 

Jtaacee  te  the  eoatrary,  fetting  forth*  That  as  the  new  lej^ifs  were  in  want  efevef-y 

thimg,  even  hestfie  H  eover  tBeir  beads ,  he  rftas  beurly  apprehetifive  of  their  eemaiiUiag/oma . 

Sferdersm     And  being  called  together  again  by  him  in  about  a  fortnight,  inftead 

of  rai^ng  any  money,  they  made  a  complaint,  that  many  of  their  lervants  had 

been  ialifted,  and  ifemanded  the  reftitution  of  them.    The  goYemor  anfwercd 

that  they  might  eafily  have  prevented  thia^  incoovenience^   and  might  iHll' 

t^y  remedy  it,  by  methods  which  he  pointed  oot  to  them ;  that  he  had 

done  what  he  coidd  to  relieve  them,  and  would  continue  to  do  To ;  but  that 

forcing  out  of  hla  majefty's  troops  at  once  all  the  fcrvants  in  them,  would 

be  unreafooahU  and  unjufi,  very  detrtmenul  to  the  fervice,  ^id  very  dan- 

gaoos  to  the  public  peace^  .Yet  notwithftandlng  thefe  leprefeniations,  and 

t|}ough  Mr.  Pean,  one  of  their  proprietors,  many  merchants  and  other  inh^bi-- 

ta&t%  of  Philadelphia^  and  the  council  of  the  province,  concurred  with  the  go* 

vcmor,  and  preiTed  them  earncftly  to  anfwer  his  majefty*s  expedatiom,  they 

came  at  length  to  this  refolution  only  :  That  3000/.  of  their  current  moaey  h^  paid 

f^r  the  king^s  itfe  i  provided  thai  aUtbefervanU  inlified  in  tbeprovinee^  whom  they  had 

computed  at  300,  and  valued  at  ZO  L  each,  hefrft  retwmd  to.  th*ir  refpeaive  wtapers^ 

fne  nfall charges;  andfuch  ajfuranus  given  as  three  perfons,  named  in  the  rcfolu. 

^fm,JhouU  think  fiting  that  the  Jmd fervants  are  returned,  and  that  nofervaats  he  inlified 

*Jw  the  future.    Thcfe  being  the  conditions  on  which  the  money  was  given,  it 

will  net  be  thought  flrange,  that  when  the  laft  advices  csunc  from  chcnccj  no 

prt  of  It  had  been  paid.  ^ 
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the  importance  of  fupporting  inllru&Qr^  in  true  r^igion,  were 
it  only  for  a  (landing  guard  againit  the  worldly  inconvenienoea 
qf  falfe  religion,  tvill  evidently  appear  to  be  very  great. 

But  let  us  now  think,  what  good  muii  follow  from  extezfed* 
ing  this  inftruftion  to  the  poor  Negroes  alio.  The  fervitude 
and  hard  labour  which  they  undergo,  be  it  as  jultifiable  as 
it  can^  furely  requires,  that  we  fliould  )nake  them  all  the  a- 
mcnds  in  our  power  j  and  the  danger,  into  which  they  have 
brought  our  colonies  mpre  ^han  on{:e,  demands  the  greateft 
care  to  compofe  and  foften  ^heir  vindiAive  and  fullen  fpirits. 
Now  there  can  be  nothing  contrived  on  purpofe,  more  likeljr 
to  effect  this,  than  belief  of  the  gofpel  -,  which  not  only  for-* 
bids  in  general,  both  dping  and  recomfiefifing  evil* ;  but  coxa- 
mand$  in  particular  ^s  many  as  are  fervants  under  the  jtaJ^e^  /o 
count  their  makers  worthy  of  all  honour  f,  qnd  he  JuifeS  to 
them  with  all  fear  ^  not  only  to  the  good  and  gentle^  hut  alfo  Zq 
thefroward  ;for  (bis  is  thank  worthy^  if  a  numfor  coMfciemca 
towards  God  endure  grief  fuffcri^g  wrongfully  % '  to  dofer^ 
vice,  with  good  willy  as  to  the  Lord^  and  not  to  men  ;  knvsving^ 
that  whatever  good  any  man  doth^  the  fame  he  fball  receive  of 
the  X»ord,  whether  he  be  Bond  or  free  §.  The  tendency  of  fuch 
4o£trine  muft  b^^  to  make  their  tempers  milder,  and  tfaeir 
lives  happier.  And  no  imagination  can  be  fuggefted  to  them, 
of  any  worldly  exemptions  or  privileges  arifing  from  their 
profeflion  of  it.  For  as  human  authority  hath  granted  them 
none  ^  fo  the  fcripture,  far  from  making  any  alteration  in 
civil  rights,  exprefly  dire^s,  that  ever  mati  abide  in  the  condi- 
tion wherein  he  is  called,  with  great  indifference  of  mind  con- 
cerning outward  circumilances  ||  -,  and  the  only  rule,  which 
it  prefcribes  for  fervants  of  the  fame  religion  with  their  maf- 
ters,  is,  not  to  defpife  them  becaufe  they  are  brethren,  but  do 
them  fervid  the  rather  ^.  Nor  hath  experience  at  all  (hewn 
die  behaviour  of  fuch,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  to  be  different  from 
what  reafon  would  lead  u§  to  expert.  On  the  contrary,  in  a 
great  rebellion  of  the  Negroes  at  New  Tori,  only  two  of 
thofe  who  had  received  any  inftrudion^  and  only  one  who 
had  been  baptized,  was  fo  much  as  fufpe£ted  of  being  guilty ; 

and 


*  Rom.  xii.  17.  f  x  Tim.  ▼!.  t.  \  1  Pet.  ii.  it^  19, 

§  Eph.  vi.  7,  8.  g  X  Cor.  vii.  AO^-M*      \  I  Tim,  vi.  2. 
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^nd  he  v^as  aftertiearcfe  acknowledged  to  be  innocent  ^  but  the 
deeped  in  the  confpiracy  were  the  (laves  of  thofe  perfons,  who 
had  oppofed  the  inoft  warmly  all  endeavours  for  their  conver- 
fion.  We  may  therefore  depend  on  it,  that  fuccefs  in  thcfe 
endeavours  will  both  be  a  fecurity,  and  every  way  an  advan- 
tage, to  their  prbprietofs.  Ani  jf  it  doth  procure  the  poor 
Wretches  thcmfelves  a  little  more  kind  ufage,  they  will  then 
be  fitter  to  receive  it ;  and  at  prefent,  as  much  as  can  be  fafe- 
ly  allo^'^ed  them  is  but  their  due.  The  apoftle's  injunftion 
tras  made  not  only  for  flaves,  but  for  Heathen  flaves:  Mqflersy^ 
give  to  your  fervanti  that  which  is  jujl  and  equal ;  knowing 
that  ye  aifo  have  a  Majler  in  heaven  *  ;  nnther  is  there  refpeS 
ofperJoBs  with  him  f.  And  if  their  becoming  Chriftians  will 
help,  as  it  certainly  will,  to  obtain  them  fuch  treatment ; 
putting  together  their  tondition  and  their  numbers^  there  are 
but  few  things,  which^  even  on  that  account,,  common  huma- 
nity more  obliges  us  to  attempt. 

Then  as  to  the  influence  of  Chtiftianity  on  the  Indians^  it 

mult  undoubtedly  reftrain  their  mutual  barbarities,  which  it 

doth  not  appear  what  elfe  will,  and  difpofe  them  to  a  fettled 

and  orderly  life.     By  means  of  this,  they  will  come  to  enjoy 

the  benefit  of  agriculture^  and  of  all  the  arts  that  are  ufeful 

in  focicty  :  Ihey  will  of  confequence  grow  happier  and  more 

numerous ;  and  as  they  will  become  at  the  fanxe  time  more 

harmlefs  too^  it  would  be  both  an  immoral  and  a  falfe  policy, 

to  envy  them  thefe  advantages.     They  have  yielded  up  to  u$ 

a  cbnfiderable  part  of  their  country  ;  and  it  is  but  <:ommon 

gratittidej  to  flifew  them  the  way  of  living  comfortably  in  the 

teft.     We  have  introduced  ilihongft  them  both  difeafes  and 

^ccsj  which  have  deftroyed  great  numbers  of  them  5  furely 

it  is  fit,   that  we  ihould  ccfmmunicate  fomething  to  them, 

which  will  do  them  good.     It  may  be  feared  they  are  hitherto 

the  worfe  for  their  knowledge  of  us  \  but  they  will  certainly 

be  the  better  for  the  knowledge  of  our  religion.     And  the 

I    more  they  are  prejudiced  againft  it  by  thte  wickednefs  of  its 

i^ofeflbrs,  the  more  need  there  is  to  lay  before  them  in  a  full 

liglit  the  excellency  of  its  precepts ;  and  to  convince  them, 

that  there  are  petCans^  who  not  only  believe,  but  pradife 

3  P  «  them. 

♦  Cfcl.  vi,  r.  f  Ephcf.  Ti.  9, 
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them.  ^Nor  fliould  it  be  forgotten^  that  cverj  fingle  Induaif 
^hom  we  make^  Chrlftian,  we  make  a  friend  and  allj  at  tbc 
fame  time  \  both  againft  the  remaining  Heathen^  and  a  muck 
more  dangerous  neighbour,  from  whofe  inftigations  almoft 
all  that  we  have  fuflfered  by  them  is  allowed  to  have  come. 

But  the  temporal  advantages  of  propagating  Chriftianity 
are  infinitely  the  leaft.  If  we  allow  but  the  truth  of  natural 
religion,  we  muft  admit  the  future;  as  well  as  prefent,  happi- 
ncfs  of  mankind  to  depend  on  prcferving  and  difftiiing  the 
knowledge  of  that  religion.  And  there  is  neither  inftaacc 
•nor  profpeft  of  cither  of  thefe  things  being  attempted  b j  an j 
other  method,  thin  that  of  preaching  the  gofpel ;  of  -nrbick 
^he  do6lrines  and  duties  of  nature  make  fo  large  a  part.  If 
therefore  it  Ise  of  importance,  that  the  people  in  our  colonies 
ihould  wdrfliip  the  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  believe 
virtue  to  be  his  law ;  that  the  Negroes  and  Indiana  fhould  be 
turned  from  idols,  to/erve  tie  living  and  true  God*  ^  and  that 
all  ibould  know,  there  will  be  a  recompence  hereafter  to  die 
juft  and  to  the  unjuft  ;  whoever  dcferves  the  name  of  Deift  in 
a  good  fenTe,  as  it  ftands  oppofed  to  Atheift,  whoever  is  indeed 
'an  enemj  to  fuperftition,  and  a  friend  to  mankind^  will  rejoice 
'  to  have  that  faith  carefully  taught  them,  by  which  alone  thcr 
will  learn  thefe  momentous  truths  ;  to  have  it  toU  among  the 
Heathen,  that  the  Lord  is  King^  and  that  heJbaUjudge  the  peo^ 
pie  rigbteoujly  f; 

But  if  the  gofpel  of  Chrifl^  befides  comprekending  the  Tyf- 
iena  of  natural  religion,  be,  by  virtue  of  its  own  peculiar  doc- 
trines, the  power  of  Gqd  finto  falvoiion  %  :  then  every  poffiUe 
motive  concurs,  for  being  2,ealous  in  Spreading  it  diroughout 
the  earth.  Revelation  indeed  neither  obliges  nor  permits  xu 
to  pafs  a  hard  fenlence  on  tbofe,  who  have  never  had  it  pnvi 
pofed  with  fufficient  evidence.  To  their  own  mafier  tbejflaxd 
or  fall  ^  :  and  of  them  only,  to  whom  much  is  given,  Jball  much 
he  required  || .  For  if  there  he  firfl  a  willing  mind,  it  is  accept^ 
ed  according  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  ht 
hath  not^.     But  ftill,  as  all  men  havefinnedy  andcomtjlmrt  of 
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the  glory  of  God*,  andthereis  but  one  name  under  heaven 
whereby  they  can  be  faved\',  as  Chriftianity  is  inexprefEbly 
more  efficacidus  iot  the  reformation  of  mankind  than  unaf« 
fifted  reafon  ;  as  our  onlj  affurance,  either  of  receiving  a  fu- 
ture reward^  or  cfcaping  future  puniihment,  muft  arife  from 
fcripture  ;  and  we  have  no  intimation  in  it  of  any  perfon's 
enjoying  that  life  and  immortality^  whigb-Jefus  Chrifl  hath 
brought  to  light  ty  hut  fuch  as  believe  in  him ;  thefe  coniidera-* 
tionsy  without  limiting  at  all  the  free  mercies  of  God,  cannot 
but  fliew  us  the  great  fuperiority  of  our  own  condition,  and 
make  us  aik^  with  great  folicitude,  concerning  others :  How 
thenJbaU  they  believe  in  him^  of  whom  they  have  not  heard^? 
And  hov)fhall  tb^y  hear^  without  a  preacher  /  jind  howfhall 
they  preach,  except  they  befent  §  ?  Our  blcffed  Lord  hath  en- 
trufted  his  followers^  to  preferve  his  gofpel  in  purity,  where 
it  is,  and  communicate  it^  where  it  is  not.  By  their  faithful 
difcharge  of  thefe  duties  formerly,  we  ourfelves  were  deliver^ 
edfrom  the  bondage  o/'Heath^niijtn  into  the  glorious  liberty  of 
the  children  of  God  ||  •  It  now  belongs  to  us,  in  our  turn,  to 
Jlrengthen  our  brethren  ^,  and  call  them  that  are  afar  ojff^* : 
and  where  fliall  we  find  more  proper  obje&s  of  our  care  and 
zeal? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  they  ought  to  maintain  their  own 
teachers.  But  this  cannot  be  expedied  from  the  Heathen, 
who  are  infenfible  of  their  want  of  thorn  ;  nor  from  thofe  of 
our  own  people,  who  are  too  like  Heathen,  and  have  not  the 
fenfe  of  it  which  they  ought.  Such  as  have,  do  maintain 
their  teachers,  where  they  are  able.  For  there  are  very  in- 
digent parts,  as  well  as  very  opulent.  Some  whole  provinces 
have  no  ailiflance  at  all  from  us.  And  in  mod,  if  not  all 
places,  wejjre  only  joint  contributors.  As  foon  as  ever  there 
i»  room  for  it,  they  will  be  left  to  build  by  themfelves  on  the 
foundation  laid,  and  the  fociety  will  go  on  to  new  work.  In- 
quiries are  conftantly  made  what  ^ach  congregation  vcan  do ; 
and  midionaries  have  been  withdrawn  till  the}^  will  do  it. 
For  we  are^  not  only  defirous,  but  under  a  neceffity,  of  being 
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as  frugal  as  poffible,  bjr  the  daily  increafe  of  petmons  fi>r 
help. 

But  fome  will  objeft  farther^  that  all  the  affiftance  we  caa 
give  Chriftianitj,  is  too  much  wanted  in  our  own  conntrj, 
to  admit  of  any  fcfacmes  for  propagating  it  in  foreign^oocs^ 
And  would  to  God  thefe  perfons  would  a(k  thenifelvesy  Vhe* 
ther  thej  indeed  vnffii  to  remote  the  objedion  which  thej 
make,  or  only  ^rgue  againft  this  and  that  way  of  encouraging 
religion,  to  fave  the  expence  of  doing  it  in  any  way.    A  true 
and  judicious  fri^d  will  carefully  avoid  raifing  an  oppdEtioB 
between  two  charities;  which  is  a  much'furer  method  of 
huftmg  the  ctoe,  than  fcrvin J  the  other  :  whereas,  with  this 
precaution^  a  firft  fcarce  ever  fufiers  confiderably,  if  at  all, 
by  fetting  up  a  fecond  }  but  mens  hearts  are  enlarged  to  con- 
tribute to  both.     Every  (ingle  member  of  the  SocUtf  for 
Prwnoting'Ubrifiian  Knowledge  at  home,  was  originalljr  in- 
corporated into  ours  for  fpreading  it  abroad.    That  fociety 
is  at  this  day  promoting-  the  faine  knowledge  in  the  caft  ta 
well  as  here^  whilft  we  are  doing  it  in  the  weft.    Many  of 
us  belong  to  both ;  and  promife  ourfelves  a  larger  ihare  of 
the  blelSng  of  God  in  each  for  negleAing  neither.     In  thefe 
nations  great  provifion  is  made  already;  and  greater^  we  hope, 
will  daily  be  made,  for  offering  falvati^n  to  mankind.     They 
who  will  rqeft  it  after  all,  muft  do  fo,  and  take  the  eoiife- 
quences.     But  let  us,  in  notbing  terrified  hy  our  adverjaries, 
Jhive  together  for  the  faith  of  the  go/pel^ :  and  not  only  fof- 
tain  a  defenfive  war,  but  ihew,  that  attacking  the  dominions 
of  our  Lord  and  Mafter  ihall  increafe  our  zeal  to  extend  them. 
Our  colonies  receive  from  hence  a  great  deal  of  what  is^bad. 
We  fend  them  our  malefadors  ;  we  (end  tliem  our  immoral 
and  irreligious  cuftoms  ;  we  fend  them  our  infidek^d  prafli- 
gate  books.    Surely  we  ought  to  do  fome  good,  where  we  do 
fo  much  harm.     And  confider,  to  whom  is  it  done  ?    To  our 
countrymen  and  feUow-fubjeAs  ;  diftant  indeed  from  ns  in 
lituation,  but  cXofAj  oonneded  by  the  ftrongeft  ties.    To 
them,  to  their  fervants  and  neighbours^  it  is  that  we  are  im- 
parting happinefs  ;  and  poflibly  fecuring  it  to  ourfelves,  or 
our'  pofterity,  there,  if  God  would  permit  us  at  home  to  fuf- 
fer  what  we  dejerva* 

Now, 
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Now,  this  unqueftionahly  right  defign  cannot  be  carried 
on,  ^ut  under  the  diredion  of  a  regular  focicty.     For  with* 
,out  it^  fmall  benefaAions  could  not  be  applied  at  all';  and 
large  ones  muft  be  applied  feparately,  to  great  difadvantage ; 
no  uniform  influence  could  be  preferved>  nor  fettled  infbrma^ 
tion  had,  nor  any  of  that  experience  gained,  which  refults 
from  long  and  exteafive  acquaintance  with  the  ^ate  of  things. 
What  fort  of  perfons  they  are  who  compofe  this  fociety,  will 
appear  from  the  printed  lift.    None  of  them  receive  any  tem- 
poral   advantage  from  being  members  of  it.     They  are  all 
obliged  to  fubfcribe  a  yearly  contribution  to  the  good  work 
which  they  undertake.     A  coniiderable  number  of  the  chief 
of  them  conftantly  attend  upon  it.    And  they  will  admit  with 
pleafure  every  ferious  Chriftian  who  offers  himfelf,  and  is 
qualified  to  affift  in  it.     Their  fianding  rules  are  publicly 
known,  allowed  to  be  good,  and  faithfully  obferved.     They 
give  the  world  a  yearly  account  of  their  fuccefs,  with  ^n  ab« 
ftra£k  of  their  receipts  and  difburfements.   They  deliver  year- 
ly the  particulars  of  them  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  two 
chief  juftices.     And  they  have  proceeded  from  the  beginning 
to  this  day  with  great  unanimity  in  all  their  affairs. 

It  hath  been  pretended,  indeed,  that  immoral  and  negligent 
-men  are  employed  as  miffionaries.  And  to  fay  that  this  hath 
never  once  happened,  would  be  going  too  far :  but  that  it 
hath  frequently  happened,  or  ever  for  want  of  due  care,  is. 
utterly  falfe.  Strift  examination  b  made  at  firft  into  the 
charafters  of  all  that  are  offered ;  ftrift  inquiry  into  their 
behaviour  afterwards ;  and  exaA  accounts  required  from  them 
twice  a  year,  of  what  duty  they  do,  and  what  progreis  they 
nuike.  The  moft  eameft  requefts,  the  moft  folenm  adjura« 
tions  are  fent,  that  all,  who  can,  would  give  any  ufeful  inteU 
I'gence  relating  to  them  :  and  great  regard  is  always  paid  to 
I  fuch  intelligence ;  yet  very  few  complaints  are  brought  in, 
either  from  good  will  or  bad.  Too  many,  it  muft  be  owned, 
of  defperate  fortunes  and  characters,  who  are  or  pretend  tp 
be  in  holy  orders,  tranfport  themfelves  into  America,  and  be* 
have  there  as  it  maybe  expeded  they  will.  But  we  have  no 
concern  with  any,  whofe  names  are  not  feen  in  the  public  lift 
pf  perfons  receiving  faUries  from  us.  And  the  larger  the 
Bttmber  is  of  vicious  clergymen,  who  go  thither  of  their  own 
6  aocor<|^ 
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accord,  die  more  is  the  need  of  fending  as  manj  worthy  ones 
as  poflible,  to  correct  their  influence. 

Were  there  room,  indeed,  for  making  larger  allowance?, 
more  perfons  of  great  abilities  might  be  had.     Were  there 
better  opportunities  for  a  learned  education  abroad,  niore  of 
the  natives  of  our  colonies  would  be  fitted  for  the  -work ; 
which  they  ^ould  undertake  with  manj  advantages   above 
fuch  as  go  from  hence.     And  had  thej  bifhops  there,   thefe 
perfons  might  be  ordained  without  the  inconveniencies  of  a 
long  voyage  :  vacancies  might  be  fupplied  in  much  Icfs  time ; 
the  ))rimitive  and  moil  ufeful  appointment  of  confirmation 
might  be  reftored  }  and  an  orderly  difcipline  excrcifed  in  the 
churches.     Nor  would  fuch  an  elt&blifhment  encroach  at  all, 
either  on  liberty  of  confcience,  which  ought  ever  to  be  fa- 
credly  preferved,  or  on  the  prefcnt  civil  rights,  either  of  Ac 
governors  or  people  in  our  colonies.     Nor  would  it   bring 
their  dependc:ice  on  Great^Britdin  into  any  degree,  of  that 
danger,  which  fome  perfons  profefs  to  apprehend  to  ftrongiy 
on  this  occafion,  who  would  make  no  manner  of  fcmple  about 
doing  other  things  much  more  likefy  to  dcftroy  it ;  who  arc 
not  terrified  in  the  Icafi,  that  fuch  numbers  there  rejed  the 
epiicopal  order  entirely ;  nor  perhaps  would  be  greatly  alarm- 
ed, were  ever  fo  many  to  rcjeft  religion  itfclf ;  though  evi- 
dently, in  proportioh  as  either  is  thrown  off,  all  dependence 
produced  by  it  ceafes  of  courfe.     To  this  equally  pious  and 
harmlefs  defign,  two  great  prelates  *,  now  deceafcd,  gave  a 
thoufand  pounds  each  ;  and  a  lady,  incomparably, more  emi- 
nent  for  her  virtues  than  her  quality  t,  bequeathed  the  fum 
of  five  hundred  pounds  laft  year  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  whic^ 
God  incline  the  hearts  of  all,  in  who(b  power  it  is,  to  pro- 
mole  as  it  deferves  !  But  in  the  mean  time,  let  it  nbt  be  ima. 
gined,  that  the  difficulties  under  which  we  labour,  are  too 
heavy  to  be  overcome.     Difficulties  are  arguments  for  no- 
thing, but  more  diligence,  and  more  liberality.     For  if  we 
Itop  till  we  have  every  thing  that  znight  be  wiihed,  when 
*&all  we  go  on  ? 

Another 
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Aaothet  objefiioii  to  the  copduA  of  thei  focictj  is^n  tbat 
they  have  fent  millionsiries  to  fcfme  plaeesi  in  which  ther« 
,were  already  Ohriftian  aflemblies  eftabliihed  and  fupp^rted. 
But  in  one  fort  of  thefe  afletnblies,  there  is  no  Chriftian  mz- 
niftrj^  no  delebration  of  the  facraments  of  the  gofp^I:  In 
knother^  infants  are  denied  the  facrament  of  baptifm.  And 
in  the  leaft  exceptionable,  there  are  federal  things^  in  which 
die  confcidnces  of  manj^  we  apprehend  with  great  reafon^ 
cannot  acquiefce ;  who  were  not,  therefore,  to  be  left  deftly* 
tute  of  public  woribip  \  efpecially  as  our  charter  was  grant- 
^f  in  expreis  tenns^  for  the  maintenance  of  an  orthodox  clergy 
in  thofe  parti*  And  the  members  of  this  ehiirch,  I  am  forry 
to  ikj  it,  lying  under  peculiar  burdens  in  one  confiderable  pro- 
vince *«  nidiich  other  profeflbrs  of  Chriftianity  do  not,  though 
cS^ually  diffenters  from  the  majority  there,  they  feetn  of  right 
entitled  to  fome  peculiar  affiftance  in  return*  We  have  ok- 
traded '  the  fervice  of  the  church  of  England  nowhere  ^  we 
have  fettled  no  clergyman  anywhere,  without  tl\e  inhabitants 
requefting  it^  and  contributing  to  it ;  we  haVe  fent  no  fuc- 
cdTor  upon  a  vacancy,  without  their  renewing  that  requeft. 
But  if  the  provifion^  which  we  have  made  for  the  people  of 
our  own  comniunion,  hath  proved  inftrumentali  at  the  fame 
tirne^  to  bring  others  over  into  it,  we  hope  there  is  very  far 
from  faeiag  any  harm  done.  Indeed  unity  of  profeiHon  amongft 
onrfelves,  effeded  by  methods  of  p^ace  and  chatity,  will  great- 
ly recommend  our  religion  to  the  infidels  ;  who  elfe  may  b6 
tempted  to  continue  as  they  are,  for  want  of  knowing  with 
whom  to  join. 

We  acknowledge  it,  whoever  is  taught  Chriftianity  by  our 
care,  will  be  taught  it  as  profefied  in  the  church  eftablifhed 
here  by  law*    There  can  be  no  teaching  at  all,  but  in  fome 

Vol.  IIL  3  Q^  particular 

*  to  Ifiw  RitgUmdt  tktj  nCe  rated  to  tht  fupport  of  what  the  In^ehdentt,  who 
«K  the  greater  part  of  thaft  people,  call,  though  without  right,  the  Eilahlilhed 
Chnrch.  And  the  goods  of  many  haVe  beea  feised|Or  their  bodie»  imprtfoncdi 
for  noopaymctit.  The  AtuAt^ttfls,  on  their  petition,  were  exempted  from  pay- 
ug  this  rate;  and  the  ^maJktrt^  without  petitioning;  but  the  petition  of  the 
BKinbers  of  our  dUircfa  wat  re|eAed4 

M.Bi  This  grievance  hath  been  redreffed,  under  the  adminiibation  of  Go^* 
^'cnior  Shirlty,  in  the  province  of  Majachnfttj  Bay ;  tod,  I  bclicvei  jQncQ  the 
7^  z;52|  in  the  colony  of  CoMfffUut  alfo. 
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particular  form.  We  think  our  own  the  beft.  Every  bodf 
thinks  it  £ar  frooi  the  worft.  At  leaft  our  converts  will  have 
the  Bible  put  into  their  hands,  to  judge  for  themfdves.  And 
which  is  tighter,  that  Heathens  and  perfons  of  no  rdjpoo 
ihooU  continue  what  thejr  are,  or  become  what  wewoold 
make  them  ?  Our  fociety  is  by  much  the  moft  confidenUe 
.one  for  this  parpofe.  And  were  it  now  to  be  ereAed,  inflod 
.of  having  fubfifted  fo  long^  not  a  fingle  ftep  could  be  taken  oa 
any  other  footing  than  this  ;  that  the  finafler  part  of  thofe, 
who  wxihed  well  to  it,  muft  be  concluded  by  tbe  greater. 

So  good  a  defign,  therefore,  being  fo  properly  executedt  tk 
ezpences,  which  muft  attend  it,  ought  to  be  foppUed.  7k 
Lord  hath  ordainedj  that  they  who  preach  the  gojpely  JheM 
Kve  of  the  go/pel*.  And  there  is  the  fame  reafon,  the  fiune 
neceifity  indeed,  that  the  miffionaries  in  America  fliould  have 
due  provifion  nude  for  them,  as  that  the  apoftka  ihonld  it 
firfly  or  the  minifters  of  our  parifhes  now.  And  if  perfbos 
of  ^harafter,  being  at  liberty,  as  they  are,  to  exercife  dittr 
fun&ion  elfewhere^  are  willing  to  undert^dLe  fuch  an  cmpkj- 
ment  as  thi^,  at  fuch  a  diftance,  on  fo  fmall  an  allowance  ss 
they  receive  from  the^  fociety,  they  ought  furdj  to  have  k 
raifed  for  them  very  cheerfully  ^  and  he  counted  worthy  ofiaa^ 
hie  honour  \^  in  the  fenfe  of  recompence  as  well  as  cfteem,^ 
it  could  be  paid  them. 

But  perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  fupporting  defigns  of  this  as* 
t'ure  is  the  clergy's  bufinefs  :  let  them  take  care  of  it.  Aal^ 
foy  God  be  thankfd,  we  do ;  and  io^  I  hope  in  God,  we  ibsD^ 
whither  we  are  helped  in  it  more  or  lefs  ;  in  fuch  manner, 
as  both  to  keep  pace  with  the  willing,  and  make  amends  for 
the  unwilling.  We  defire  not  to  boaft,  and  we  need  not  to 
be  aihamed,  of  the  proportion  which  we  contribute.  But  fw 
may,  notwithftanding,  ^o  very  well  to  increafe  it.  For  tbeie 
is  fo  much  expefted  of  us,  and  we  are  fo  greatly  concerned  to 
anfwer  every  reafonaUe  expe£lation  to  the  utmofl,  that  if  aoj 
of  our  order  have  omitted  taking  fufficienf  notice  of  a  cha- 
rity fo  immediately  related  to  their  profeffion,  it  is  their  da- 
ty,  on  many  accounts,  to  make  full  compensation  to  it  vridw 
out  delay.     It  is  indeed  our  (luty,  on  every  eccafiony  at  aD 
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timesy  bat  efpeciallj  in  on  age  when  no  part  of  our  conduft 
Will  be  interpreted  favourably,  to  avoid  all  appearance,  either 
fxf  preferring  ricbei  in  this  vj^rld  before  being  rich  in  good 
works  *,  or  of  loving  pleafurts  more  than  God  f  •  St.  Paul 
tooi  wages  of  fome  churches  to  do  others  fervice  J.  Let  us, 
out  of  the  wages  which  we  take,  do  all  the  fervice  we  can  to 
the  church  of  God ;  and  dijisribuse  largelj  to  the  mec^ffities  of 
the  faints  f ,  particularlj  their  fpiritual  ones. 

But  is  the  fupport  of  this  defign  incumbent  on  the  clergj 
alone  ?  Did  not  the  laitj  originallj  maintain  the  apoftles  in 
their  travels  ?  And  ought  tkey  not  ftill  to  be  ^uallj  zealons« 
tbaJt  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  ha^>efre0  cwrfe^  and  he  gloria 
fed  II  ?  Do  thejr  not  know,  how  very  inconfideraUe  the  be- 
ne&oes  of  fur  the  gteateft  part  of  the  dergy  are  $  what  hofpi- 
taUtj  is  required  of  the  reft  of  us  ;  and  how  large  demandi^ 
are  continuallj  made  upon  us  £9r  charities  of  rsrious  kinds^t 
to  the  poor  of  our  pariihes  apd  neighbourhoods^  pf  our  bre- 
thren, their  widows  and  orphans  ;  to  every  pious  and  com*' 
piffionate  ufe,  public  or  private  ?  And  are  jthey  uo^  fenfiUe 
alfo,  that  were  we  ever  fo  defipienC^  this  ezcufes  no|:  them : 
that  every  man's  duty  is,  not  to  guard  againft  doing  more 
good  than  comes  to  his  ihare,  but  to  do  willingly  what  he 
can  \  and  that  eaich  one's  reward  ih^  be  vi  proportion  to  his 
work? 

Whoever,  therefore,  finds  himfelf  difpofed  to  make  objec- 
Uons,  let  him  examine  what  is  at  the  bottom  of  them  ^  whe- 
ther it  be  not  really  difregard  to  religion,  or  want  of  huma- 
nity ;  fome  groundlefs  prejudice,  or  fome  wrong  attachment 
to  felf-interefl  or  felf-^atification«  If  fo,  let  him  firft  plant 
the  gofpel  in' his  own  hefrt,  and  all  his  pleas  againft  contri- 
bnting  to  the  propagation  of  it  will  foon  vani(h. 
Every  man's  charities,  indeed,  ought  to  he  left  to  his  own 
.  choice.  But  fo  many,  even  of  thofe  who  are  bountiful  in 
other  ways,  negled  pious  ufes  alinoft  entir^y^  that  good  per- 
sons have  both  opportunity  and  reafon  for  allotting  to  thefe 
a.  large  proportion  of  their  beneficence^  And  amongft  thefe, 
u  that  now  under  confideration  is  of  too  extenfive  »^  nature 

3  Q^a  to 
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to  be  thoroughly  comprehended  bj  «verj  one,  and  at  loo 
great  a  diftance  to  make  anj  itrong  ixnprciinon  on  the  gca^ 
ralitj  of  the  world,  thej  wha  do  form  juft  cooceptioos  of  k, 
ihouldy  in  proportion  to  the  fmallneb  of  their  number,  be  the 
i^ore  liber^  to  it,  as  'in  truth  there  is  need-     The  only  cer- 
tain income  ve  have  is'  a  trifle,  n«t  fixty  pounds  a  year*. 
The  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  though  they  are  ten  times  great- 
ler,  ue  not  a  fifth  part  of  the  annual  expence.  Hitherto,  theier. 
fore,  almoft  all  hath  depended  on  oceafional  gifts ;  which,  af- 
ter finking  much  lower  than  they  were  formely,  for  lome  iew. 
years  increafed  again.     On  thi^  encpurageinent,  the  fociety, 
importuned  coptinually  for  new  miffionaries^  with  an  eameft* 
nefs  which  nothing  but  neceffity  could  jufttfy  refifting,  made  . 
a  great  addition  to  their  number.    And  had  the  conttibtttiofls 
of  this  lafl  year  rifen  much  above  the  preceding  ones,  it  bad. 
been  but  too  eafy  to  have  difpofed  of  them  all.    But  on  the 
conttary,  thqugh  one  noble  beorfaftion  of  a  thoufaod  poondr 
hath  been  given  t»  to  be  empk)yed.for  the  oonveifion  of  tha 
negroes,  yet  tbofe  to  the  other  parts  of  our  defign  hare  £dki| 
very  ihort;  and  a  heavy  debt  hath  been  of  confequence  in^- 
curred.    This  may  pofiibly  reduce  us  to  alk  afliftatiCT?,  in  a 
method,  of  which;  though  authorifed,  we  have  fddom  made 
ufe ;-  being  defixous,  that  b^  wbojbew^tb  meriy,  might  appear 
to  do  it  witb  cbeerfulnejs  X^  and  not  conflrained  by  folidta- 
tions.     But  in  whajteyer  manner  application  is  n^ade  to  per- 
fons,  we  trufl:  the  fame  God,  who  hath  provided  for  us ' 
derfuUy  thus  long,  i^ill  now  alfo  difpofe  their  hearts  to  i 
iider,  that  on  thesn  it  depends,  whether  fuch  a  defigo,  fo  fiic 
advanped,  through  fp  many  difficulties,  fliall  be  carried  on 
{till,  and  gain  ground  continually,  as  it  eafily  may  \  or  whe- 
ther it  fhall  fall  back,  and  fink  into  nothing,  with  veiy  littk 
hope  of  being  eyer  reifived  ;  that  he  will  move  wiie  men  to 
think  what  the  public  intereit  requires  of  them,  and  benevo- 
lent pierfons  to  regard  the  private  bappinefs  of  their  fellow- 
creatures  ;.  true  Chriftiansy  to  fupport  and  enlarge  the  king- 
dom of  their  Mafbr  with  ^eal ;  true  Proteftants,  to  fileoce 
eSeduaUy  the  boafts  a|id  reproaches  pf  the  Rxmomfts  on  this 

head; 
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hmi ;  and  all  true  fritftids  of  our  religious  eftabUihinenty  to' 
endeavour  that  it  maj  gain  as  .honourable  a  pre-eraitieaceas* 
poffitde,  over  the  reft  of  the  reformed  churches,  in  fo  good  a 
work. 

Perfons  in  plentiful  circumftances,  and  perhaps  at  a  lofs  for' 

*wujs  in  which  they  maj  give  altns,  will  here  find  one  un- 

doubtedlj-  proper  waj.     And  perfons  in  airrear  to  religion 

and  <diaritj,  have  an  excellent  opportunity  offered  them,  of 

pftyiog  the  debt.     They  who  plead  the  multitude  of  other  ex-' 

peoces^  niight,  a  very  great  -part  of  them,  by  withdrawing  but* 

a  little  of  what  they  ought  from  their  luxury  and  vanity/ 

qualify  themfelves  for  liberalities,  which  will  turn  hereafter 

to  a  much  better  aeaount.    And  fueh  ad  make  the  increafe  of 

taxes  their  excufe,  ought  to  cot^der,  that  as  Providence  hath 

brought  that  increafe  upon'  ns,  by  permitting  us  to  fuffet  {^ 

much  from  our  enemies,  in  that  part  of  the  world,  where  we 

have  done  fo  little  for  God ;  efpoufing  his  caufe  is  the  like- 

lieft  method  of  deriving  a  bleffing  on  our  own  ^  and  if  we  no- 

glcft  it,  whatever  may  befal  us  there,  we  muft  impute  to' 

ourfelves*  We  enjoy  very  g^eat  advantages  from  thence  ;  the 

govemtnent,  large  revenues  ;  the  nation  in  general,  a  moft' 

beneficial  trade  ;  every  one  of  us,  fomething  or  another,  ufe«. 

61I  or  agreeable' in  life.  .  It  is  therefore  our  common  concern^ 

both  to  do  good  where  we  have  received  it ;  and  to  do  it  in 

fueh  manner,  as  may  heft  fecure  our  continuing  to  receive  it.* 

But  they  mare  efpecially,  whO)  are  now  raifing  fortunes  by 

eonmieroe  with  our  American  fettlements;  or  who  poflefs  ac^ 

quired  or  hereditary  eflates,  of  which  that  commerce  laid  the^ . 

finmdation,  they  ihould  think  often,  how  much  hath  accrued 

to  them  from  the  produce  of  thefe  colonies,  the  country  of 

tfacfe  IniioHff  the  labour  of  thefe  negroes ;  and  refleft  very 

feriooily,  what  returns  poi&bly  juftice,  at  leaft  gratitude,  and  in 

many  cafes  prudence  alfo,  as  well  as  piety,  dired  them  to  make. 

Some  perhaps  may  approve  one  part  of  this  undertaking 

beyond  the  reft ;  and  whatever  they  give,  will  be  applied^  if 

they  defire  it,  to  that  alone.     Some  may  be  unwilling  to  let 

^eir  benefaftions  appear :  and  fueh  may  with  eafe  tranfmit 

them  privately  :  the  donation  will  be  acknowledged,  the  do. 

nor  unknown.     But  though  charity  given  in  fecret,  from  a 

principle  pf  humility,  be  laudable  in  the  hi|^heft  degree ;  yet 

*  when 
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when  the  motive  is  fear  o£  ridicule  or  eenfure  (T6m  m  pro&nc 
«ge,  this  argues  a  weakneis  of  mind,  very  dangerous  to  thofe 
nrfao  are  influenced  bj  it,  and  verj  prejodicial  to  rdigiim; 
which  caumot  have  a  more  feafcmaUe  fervice  done  it,  than  if 
perfons  of  rank  and  influence,  all  perfons  indeed,  who  inward- 
ly wl{h  well  to  it,  would  openly  patronize  the  fevexnl  defigas 
formed  to  promote  ic 

The  delign  now  before  us,  both  defervea  and  requires  a  ge- 
neral co-operation,  to  produce  its  complete  eflfeft :  that  thej 
who  are  able,  ihould  contribute  to  it,  in  proportion  to  tbcir 
ability ;  and  the j  who  are  not,  fpeak  well  of  it,  and  praj  for 
it :  that  we  of  the  fociety  fbould  be  vigilant  and  aftive,  pta* 
dent  and  impartial  in  our  adminiftratton:  that  perfons  in  ai^ 
thority  abroad  ihould  countenance  and  proteft  the  ^work ;  ftr 
in  their  power  it  is,  to  forward  or  obftruft  it  very  greatly ; 
that'the  people  in  general  there,  ikoold  not  only  be  willing  to 
let  all  under  them  and  around  them  partake  of  tie  grace  of 
lifi  *,  but  earneftly  invite  them  to  it,  with  meehiefs  ofvnfdm^ 
»id  by  the  moft  prevalent  of  arguments,  a  go^d  eaaverfaiim\* 
But  beyond  the  reft  it  is  neceflary  for  every  one  conoemed  ia 
the  immediate  execution  of  the  defign,  always  to  remember, 
thdt  bad  as  it  is  in  other  teachers  of  the  gofpel  to  behave  ia  a 
manner  unworthy  of  their  profeflion,  it  will  be  yet  worfe  ia 
them,  if  they  take  an  uncommon  chara&er  upon  themCdvcip 
only  to  diflionour  it ;  and  compaft  Jta  and  UmdX^  with  no 
other  effeft,  than  to  make  God^s  name  he  btajpbemed  amtngjt 
tie  Gentiles  $  :  that  they  ought,  with  peculiar  dfligpnce^  ta 
follow  rigbteoufnefs^  faith^  charity^  peace  || ;  boldiagfyfl  tie 
faithful  word,  as  they  have  been  taught^  thai  theyenayhe  M, 
by  found  doSirine,  both  to  exhort  and  convince  tiegain/ayere\i 
that  they  ought  to  be  inftant^  infeafon^  out  offeafoui  to  waleb, 
endureaffli^ions^andmake  fuU  proof  fif  their  maeff/lry  ^*Jbewr 
ing  themftlves  in  all  thieve  patterns  of  good  works  ff , 

Thefe  then  are  our  feveral  duties  \  and  great  'will  be  oar 
reward  for  performing  them.  Let  us  therefore,  eadi  in  bis 
fiation,  arife  and  be  doing  i  and  the  Lord  be  with  us  XX^ 

S£R> 
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(Preached  ia  the  Parifli  Church  of  Ciri/l^Clmrci,  London,  on 
VCburfday^  May  6.  1743.  bebjg  the  time  of  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  children  educated  in  the  charity-fchoolsy  ia 
and  about  ^the  cities  of  London  and  Wtfimnfltr^ 
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Romans  xiv.  16. 
L$t  not  then  your  good  be  evilfpoten  of. 

A  MONCjST  many  excellencies,  which  nnite  to  recoxnmend 
our  hdy  religioni  there  are  few  that  fhew  its  benevolenC 
fpirit  in  a  ftronger  light,  than  its  requiring  us,  not  only  to 
abftain  from  every  thing  finful  ourfdves,  but  carefully  to 
avoid  giving  any  occafion  of  fin  to  others  *•  If  the  moft  in* 
aocent  adion  that  we  do,  will  be  thought  a  wrong  one  by 
any  of  our  brethren,  we  are  ftrifily  bound,  either  to  omit  itf^ 
if  we  can  without  oonfiderable  inconvenience,  or  at  leaft  to 
guard  smd  explain  it,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  cafe  will 
permit :  that  fo  we  may  neither  tempt  him  to  cenfure  us  un* 
charitably,  nor  taimitate  us  againft  his  confcience.  The  for- 
mer of  thefe  is  the  danger,  which  the  words  of  the  text  moft 
naturally  exprefs  ;  and  to  keep  dear  of  it,  is  a  matter  of  great 
iniportanGe. 

Attention  to  obviate  eenfures  may  of^en  prevent  us  from 
sAing,  as  well  as  others  from  judging,  amifs.  And  where 
i^c  afi  ever  fo  rightly,  yet  if  we  are  fufpefied  of  erring^ 

though 

^  Kom.  xir,  t  Car.  viit. 
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though  in  circumftances  onlj,  and  feem  negligent  of  that  ftfC- 
picion,  it  maj  grieve  good  perfons,  and  perhaps  weaken  their 
union  with  us  ;  it  maj  entirely  feparate  from  us  the  inconfi- 
derate  and  wavering ;  it  maj  give  a  handle  to  the  bad  for 
great  triumph  and  mifreprefentation  j  and  both  incline  them 
"to  grow  ilill  worfe,  and  enable  them  to  do  ftill  more  harm. 
Whereas  prudent  care,  firft  not  to  deferve  reproach,  and  th«i 
not  to  lie  under  it,  may  procure  us  regard  from  mankind,  b/ 
ihewing  regard  to  them  ;  may  fecure  the  well  difpofed  on  out 
fide,  and  furnifh  them  with  the  means  of  defending  tis ;  may 
convince  even  the  prejudiced  of  fome  of  their  miftakes,  and 
moderate  their  vehemence  in  the  reft.  At  leaft,  we  fhaS  thus 
exercife  a  true  Chriftian  temper^  improve  ourfelves,  and  be 
exemplary  to  others. 

But  though  we  are  concerned  to  vindicate  all  our  aftions 
from  injurious  charges,  yet  our  virtuous  adions  efpeciaHy. 
When  things  merely  lawful  are  condenmed,  the  damage  may 
be  fmall ;  but  if  worthy '  deeds  are  vilified,  religion  fu&n 
deeply.  And  therefore,  as  we  are  now  aflembkd  to  patronize 
a  defign,  which  we  apprehend  to  be  a  very  valuaUe  one,  but 
which  fome  have  oppofed  and  decried,  the  erefting  of  fcbook 
for  the  children  of  the  poor,  I  fliall  end6livour  to  fliew, 

I.  That  it  is  a  good  work* 

II.  What  are  the  right  methods  to  prevent  its  being  ml 
fpoien  of. 

III.  What  courfe  we  are  to  take,  if  that  cannot  be  prevent- 
ed entirely. 

Little  remains  to  be  faid  indeed  upon  any  of  thefe  points, 
which  hath'  not  been  faid  often  already.  But  if  perfons  will 
repeat  objedions,  the  anfwers  muft  be  repeated  too.  And 
the  plaineft  truths,  as  they  cannot  influence  at  all,  if  they  are 
forgotten,  ought  to  influence  us  the  more,  not  the  lefs,  bt 
being  frequently  inculcated. 

I.  Firjl  then  it  muft  be  ihewn,  that  this  method  of  giving 
the  children  of  the  poor  a  Chtiftian  education  is  a  gwi 
work. 

Now  if  we  believe  Chriftianity  true,  we  muft  believe  it  is 

the  way  to  eternal  happinefs.     And*  were  we  to  doubt  of  its 

truth,  we  muft  notwithftanding  fee  it  is  the  way  to  prefent 

Mppinefs.    For  it  confeftedly  teaches,  in  the  deareft  manner, 

5  ,  «rf 
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and  inforces  by  the  ftrongeft  motives,  ev^ry,  thing  conducive 
to  private  and  public  welfare,  and  nothing  elfe  doth  fo.     Na- 
tural religion,  as  diftinS  from  Chriflianity,  whatever  zeai 
may  be  prietendcd  for  it,'  neither  hath  been,  nor  is  likely  to 
bcj-fcrioufly  propagated :  nor  is  it  capable  of  carrying  in  it 
the  direction,  thp  encouragement,  or  the  terror,  that  revela- 
tion doth.     Virtue,  without  religiop^  will  perpetually  be  mo- 
delle(i  by  peoples  fancies,'  and  overturned  by  their  paffions  and 
mtereft's,  for  want  of  the  hopes  and  fears  of  futurity  to  coun->- 
terbalance  themi  .  And  human,  laws,. the  only  reftraint  be- 
fides,  extend  but  to  a  fmall  pirt  of  our  behaviour ;  and  with- 
out principle,  they  will  be  faultily  contrived,  and  remifsly  or 
partially  executed ;  men  will  elude  them  in  fome  cafes,  break 
through  them  at  all  adventures  in  pthers  ;  and,  having  once 
learnt  to  defpife  death,  as  they  well  may  if  nothing  follows  it^ 
will  have  little  fear  of  ^hat  the  niagiitratc  can  inflict.     All 
ages  and  nations  have  found  thefe  things  true  ;  they  ari^  vili- 
bly  fo  in  our  own,  to  an  uncommon  degree  ;  and  experience 
j[pins  "with  reafon  to  acknowledge,  that  fcrjpture  points  out 
the  only  remecjy  :  jill  thy  cjbildrenjbqll  be  taught  ofGod^  and 
great  Jball  be  the  peace  of  thy  children  *• 
.   If  then  the  belief  of  Chriftianity  be  thus  neceffary,  inflruc- 
tion  in  it  ought  to  be  early.  The  abfoltite  ignorance,  in  which 
we  are  born,  and  the  propenfity  we  manifeft  immediately,  to 
receive  impreflions  from  what  we  fee. and  hear,  are  an  evi- 
dent proof  of  our  Maker's  defign,'  that  we  ifaould  be  formed 
^y  education  into  what  we  are  to  he.  .  And  had  this  never 
been  negle£Ee(J,  error  and  wicikednefs  had  never  preyailed* 
Now  indeed/  fince  they  haVe/  inftrudion  will,  in  moft  places, 
more  or  lefs,*  lead  children  into  what  is  wrong.     But  ftill  it 
is  the  fureft  method  we  can  take/  to.  preferye  them. from  it. 
Were  their  friends  to  teach  th^m  nothing,  would  their  own- 
^aflions,  and  the  companions  they.woul4  choofe,  b^  better  tu- 
tors ?     Their  reafon  indeed  polfibly  might,  and  very  poffibly 
might  not.     At  leaft  it  would  come  too  IsLte,  and  be  minded* 
too  little,  to  be  trufted  alone.     Wheve  young  perfons  are 
taught  from  the  firft  ever  fo  well,  and  .governed  ever  fo  pru- 
dently, it  doth  not  always  fucceed.     But  fuch  care  mud  af^ 
Vox.  III.  3R  ford 
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ford  vaftly  greater  hope,  than  if  they  are  left  to  themfclvcs 
without  ^nj,  till  bad  notions  and  cufloms  have  taken  root,  till 
their  appetites  are  grown  vehement,  and  their  tempers  ftob- 
born,  till  they  laugh  at  advice,  and  difdain  authority.  If  then 
we  would  prevent  all  the  mifery  fuch  wretches  may  fuffer,  all 
the  mifcbief  they  may  do,  all  the  burthens  they  may  bring  on 
fociety  ;  if  we  would  make  them  ufeful  to  the  world,  and  hap- 
py in  themfelves  ;  the  plain  rule  is,  train  them  up  when  chiL  ' 
^ren  in  the  way  tbeyjbould  go,  and  probably  when  they  art 
oldy  they  will  not  depart  from  it  *. 

But  by  whom  fliall  this  be  done  in  the  cafe  of  the  poor  ? 
Unqueftionably  it  is  the  duty  of  their  parents  ;  but  many  of. 
them  are  orphans.     Many  havd  parents^  who  teach,  or  allow 
them  to  be  taught,  all  manner  of  evil ;  and  moft  of  them  have 
fuch  as  want  lelfure,  or  capacity,  or  diligence,  to  teach  them 
the  good,  which  they  ought ;  and  at  the  fame  time  are  unaMe 
or  unwilling  to  pay  others  for  teaching  them.     Great  num- 
bers of  them  indeed  are  removed  early  into  families  of  ^tter 
^aiik.     But  how  very  little  profpeft  there  is  in  general,  that 
more  care  will  be  taken  of  them  there,  than  their  nearefi  re* 
lations  took  at  home,  I  need  not  fay.     Will  then  the  public 
inftru&ion  of  the  church  fuffice  ?    But  alas  !  what  multitudes 
^f  them  are  there,  who  feldom  or  never  go  thither  ?     The 
laws  that  require  it  are  not  executed ;  their  parents  have  not 
.ufed  them  to  it ;  their  mafters  are  indifferent  about  it,  or  per- 
haps  make  it  difficult  to  them ;  and  what  wonder,  if,  in  thefc 
circumflances,  the  poor  creatures  negleft  it  ?     Beii^es,  there 
is  feme  degree  of  j^revious  knowledge  requifite  to  their  at* 
tending  public  worfhip  to  good  efFeft.     And  the   minifter, 
were  they  always  duly  fent  to  him,  cannot  alone  ground  them 
fufficiently  in  the  firft   elements  of  that  knowledge;  nor  in 
larger  pariflies  make  any  confiderable  advance  towards  it. 

What  further  provifion  might  be  made  in  this  important 
affair,  either  by  enafting  new  laws,  or  enforcing  the  old  ones, 
is  not  a  point  to  be  coufidered  here ;  but  only,  what  can  be 
attempted  by  private  zeal  and  prudence ;  the  laws  and  the 
execution  of  them  continuing  fuch  as  they  are,  and  probably 
will  be. 

Now 

•  Prov.  xxik  6, 
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Now  as  to  perfons  in  higher  circumftancesy  they  muft.and 

will  be  left  to  themfelves,  to  educate  their  youth  juft  as  they 

pleafe  ;  and  they,  and  we,  muft  take  the  confequenccs.     But 

the  poor  are  many  of « them  defirous  to  have  theirs  educated 

rightly.     And  moft  of  them  may  be  induced  to  it  by  thofe 

additional  encouragements,  of  clothing  and  fitting  them  for 

bullae fs,.  which  are  fingly  very  excellent  charities,  and,  joined 

with  religious  inftruftion,  make  a  very  complete  one.  Surely 

there  can  be  no  doubt  then,  whether  a  method  fo  beneficial 

every  way,  to  the  children,  the  parents,  the  public,  fliould  be 

joyfully  embraced.     The  wifeil  and  beft  of  ancient  legiflators 

and  philofophers  have  all  prefcribed  a  UtiA  education  of  youth, 

as  the  foundation  of  every  thing  good.     Both  the  Jewifh  and 

Chriitian   inftitutions    abfohitely   enjoin   it.      In   Proteftant 

countries  abroad,  teachers  are  univerfally  provided  for  the 

children  of  the  poor  ;  who  are  in  moft  places  bound  by  law  to 

become  (heir  fcholars  *.     Our  governors  ait  home,  both  in 

church  and  ftate,  wifh  the  whole  body  of  ferious  perfons  of 

all  denominations,  have  fhewn  their  approbation  of  this  de~ 

fign.     The  only  perfon,  who  hath  attempted  publicly  to  prove 

it  hurtful,  hath  attempted,  in  the  fame  book,  to  prove  vice  a 

public  benefit  \.     I  know,  but  one  author  more  of  the  Jeaft 

note,  who  hath  declared  againft  thefe  fchools  ;  and  he  fairly 

acknowledges,  that,  •^  under  a  proper  regulation,  fomething 

**  like  them  may  be  commendable  $,"  though  he  was  led,  by 

unhappy  prejudices  and  falfe  reports,  to  iuveigh  with  great 

bitternefs  againft  the  conduft  of  them.  •  '' 

II.  Let  us  therefore  inquire,  in  the  ^ronJ  place,  what  are 
true  methods  to  prevent  this  good  work  from  being  evilfpo" 
ken  0/; 

Now  thefe  in  general  muft  be,  giving  no  occafion  for  juft 
obje£Uons  ;  and  returning  fufficient  anfwers  to  unjuft  onies. 
Undoubtedly  the  former  is  the  main  thing.  For  wrong  con-, 
dud  neither  can  nor  ought  to  be  defended ;  and  right  conduft 
will  in  a  great  meafure  defend  itfelf ;  yet  not  fo  entirely,  but 
that  a  feafon^ble  vindication  may  be  neceiTary  for  the  beft 
caufc.     I  fliall  therefore  endeavour  to  fet  for^h  jointly,  what 

3  R  2  ought 

*  See  the  Dean  of  Peterborough* t  fennoni,  at  the  nvseting.  of  thefe  children 
1740,  p.  a.i. 
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ought  to  be  done ;  and,  where  any  accufation  worth  notice  bsth 
been  brought,  what  is  done,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  aUet» 
learn,  in  the  choice,  tbe  management,,  and  the  difpofal  of  Aefe 
children.  ....•>,, 

1^  The  liberty  of  choqfing  fit  objeSs  for  this  charity  is  a 
great  advantage,  which  hofpitils  for  foundlings  have  not; 
and  ihould  b^  ufed  with  great  tiprightnefs  amid  difcretion.    If 
we  adn^it  thofe,  whofe  parents  or  other  neilr  friends  are  able 
and  likely  to  give  thena  a  proper^  education^  ^e  divert  the 
bounty;  which  we  undertake  to  direfi,'  from  fuch  as  need  it ; 
and  there  is  but  too  much  ground  to*  apprehend,  that  hssut 
who  have  no  need 'may  requeft  bur  affiftauceJ  '  If  We  fend  in 
children  to  be  maintained  at  a  conunon  charge,  whom  wc 
ihould  elfe  have  brought  up  at  our  own ;  this  is  borthenia^ 
the  fchool  to  eafe  ourfel^res,  andpoilibly  receiving  more  from 
it,  than  we  contribute  to  it*  'And  if 'we  allow  the  recom. 
mendatio^s  of  powerful  friends,  or  the  entreaties  of  depend 
dants,  to  engage  us  in  undue  preference ;  it  is  purchafing  &« 
vour  from  the  oile,  or  the  falfe  reputation  of  good-nature 
.from  the  other,  at  the  expence  of  onr  charader  as  faitfafol 
stewards.  • 

The  next  confideration,  after  the  neceilities  of  the  children, 
ihould  be  their  fitnefs ;  both  of  inind,  to  take  in  the  inftrnci 
-tion,  which  they  are  to  have ;  and  of  body,  to  go  through  die 
bufinefs,  for  which  they  are  deiigned^  otherwife  the  pains 
and  money,  fpent  upon  them,  may  he  guite  thrown  away. 

Where  thefe  things  are  equal,  or  nearly  fo,  the  ofispriog  of 
induftrious  and  good  perfons,  ordinarily  fpeaking,  flvDuld  be 
fure  of  admii&on  before  others  ;  both  as  the  profpeA  of  fuc- 
cefs  with  them  is  n^uch  fairer,  and  as  their  parents  inay  juiUy 
expeft  the  comfort  of  having '  this  diftindion  ihewn  them  by 
the  profeiTed  patrons  of  religion  and  virtue ;  which  will  alfo 
*  partake  of  the  encouragement  and  countenance  that  they  re- 
ceive. Yet  if  the  fund,  intruited  with  us,  can  be  extended 
further,  to  the  families  of  negligent,  o*r  even  grofsly  wicked 
creatures;  as  they  certainly  want  initrudion  more,  fb.  we 
<^ught  not  to  defpair  of  their  improving  by  it.  If  they  can  hi 
kept,  for  any  confiderable  time,  feparate  from  their  wretched 
friends ;  though  the  coil  wDl  be  greater,  yet  t^e  advantage  is 
.  6  •  ftf 
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fb  vifibky  both  in  fpecnlation  atid  in  fad:  *,  that  verj  much 

good  might  be  expeQed  £rom  this  method,  were  it  more  prac- 

p£ed.     But  even  if  they  cannot  be  feparated,  yet  what  they 

learn. at  fchool  will  be  fome  ahtidote  againft  what  they  fee  at 

home ;   befides  that  bad  parent  ^^iU  often  affift  the  endeavours 

that  are  tifed  to  keep  their  children  from  becoming  like  them^ 

and  norw  and  th^^n  hav«  been  ihamed  and  reformed  by  them, 

Inftead  of  corrupting  th^m.     This  kind  proviiion  may  indeed 

make  fome  parents  only  the  morp  idle  and  extravagant;  and 

fi>  may  that  of  parochial  relief,  or  of  hofpitals  for  the  fick. 

But  for  the  mod  part;^  they  who  are  thus  worthlefs,  would  be 

equally  fo,  if  all  liefe  benefaSions  were  aboliflied.    The  f?ime 

fort  of  perfons  negleded  their  children,  before  charity  fchools 

were  known,  who  do  it  now.     And  it  is  great  mercy  to  the 

poor  young  creatures  to  pnable  thcmlto  fey,  Ti^en  my  father 

and  my  mother  forfaie  me^  the  Lord  taketh  me  up  \. 

a.  In  the  management  of  thefe  children,  as  teaching  them 
religion  is  the  chi^f  U^ing  propofed,  .fo  it  ou^t  to  employ 
the  chief  attention  j  which  it  may  without  hindrance,  indeed 
with  advantage,  to  the  other  parts  of  their  education.     la 
order  to  this  end^  getting  by  heart  their  cat^chifm,  and  their 
prayers,  and  feledl  portions  of  fcripture,  is  a  ftep  by  no  means 
to  be  omitted  or  defpifed«     For  experience  hath  taught  the 
need  of  fixing  thus  in  their  memories  at  firfl,  what  tlieir  un- 
derftandings  will  afterwards  ripen  gradually  to  comprehend. 
But  if  this  one  ftep  be  miftaken  for  the  whole,  they  may  be 
brought  up  in  all  the  form  of  religion,  with  fcarce  any  mean- 
ing accopipanying  it.     And  though  very  general  and  oonfiifed 
fentiments  of  piety  and  duty  may  often  be  of  great  ufe,  both 
in  direfling  and  reftrainiug  perfons,  yet  fomctimes  it  is  pof- 
fible  they  may  do  harm ;  ajid  more  diilind  ones  cannot  fail 
of  being,   in   proportion,   more  fafe  and  beneficial.     Their 
teachers,  therefore,  ihould  very  carefully  explain  to  them,  as 
foon  and  as  clearly  as  they  can,  every  thing  which  they  oblige 
them  to  repeat ;  and  make  proper  trials,  from  tinie  to  time, 
of  their  apprehending,  as  well  as  remembering,  what  they 
i^re  taught ;  in  which  part  of  their  work  they  may  be  great- 

h 

•  Partlcnlarly  ia  the  girls  fchool,  Wonging  to  the  parilh  of  St.  James^ 
Wtfimififier. 
'       ,  j  Pfai  zxTii.  \^ 
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ly  ailiftcd,  partly  by  fome  of  the  printed  expo&ions,  ^tii 
which  they  ihould  always  be  furnilhed,  and  partly  by  Inform- 
ing themfelves  what  methods  are  taken  in  the  neighbouring 
fchools  of  beft  repute.  Another  very  advantageous  and  very 
pleafing  way  of  increa&ng  their  acquaintance  with  religion, 
would  be,  turning  their  attention,  as  they  read  the  Bible,  to 
the  jnore  ufeful  parts  of  its  hiftory,  by  familiar  and  fliort  rc« 
marks  upon  them  ;  (uch  as  their  inftruAors  can'  make,  and 
they  can  enter  into,  without  difEculty.  Nor  would  it  be  at 
all  a  hard  matter,  by  the  help  of  almoft  any  one  of  the  fmall 
pieces  written  of  late  in  defence  of  Chriftianity,  to  give  tbem 
fo  much  infight  into  the  grounds  and  evidences  of  it,  as  will 
furnifh  them  with  much  better  rcafons  for  believing,  than 
they  will  ever  have  for  dilbelieving  it.  And  as  this  Is,  at  all 
times,  a  piece  of  juftice  due  to  reafonable  creatures^  fo  it  is^ 
at  the  prefent  time,  peculiarly  neceflary  to  $i  moft  uuhappj 
degree. 

The  knowledge  thus  iniliUed,  muft  be  conftantly  applied 
to  the  producing  of  fultable  difpofitions.  And  above  all^i 
there  muft  be  diligently  imprinted  on  their  hearts  a  deep  re- 
vjercnce  of  God,  as  the  Almighty  and  all-feeing  Ruler  of  the 
world  'y  who  hath  given  fuch  laws  to  men,  as  he  knows  are 
neceflary  for  their  good ;  and  will  make  ug  everlaftingly  hap- 
py or  miferable,  as  we  obey  or  tranfgrefs  them.  This  is  a 
principle,  which  will  operate  from  the  firft,  on  every  capa- 
city, in  every  cafe  ;  will  make  duty  appear  important,  and 
fin  dreadful ;  will  teach  them  to  feel  the  infufficiency  of  their 
natural  ftr^ngth,  and  to  rejoice  moft  heartily  in  the  grace  of 
the  gofpel ;  to  be  fincere  and  eameft  in  their  prayers,  regular  \ 
and  watchful  in^  their  lives,  and  through  the  whole  of  their 
courfe  mindful  of  the  end  *. 

Conftant  attendance  on  public  worflilp  is  one  Ineflimable 
benefit,  which  this  education  fecures  to  children.  And  to 
render  it  as  ufeful  to  them  as  poffible,  they  fhould  be  diligent- 
ly taught,  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  are,  to  approach  the  houfe 
of  God  with  the  utmoft  ferloufnefs  ;  to  hearken  reverently  to 
his  word  read  and  preached  ;  and  perform  their  part  of  the 

liturgy 

*  See  fhe  Lord  Blfliop  of  Sodor  and  i^rj/t'j  fcrmoiii  preached  oo  the  tec  j 

ocraGon  with  this,  in  the  year  lj%A* 
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iturgy  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  beft  engage  their  own  atten* 
jon,  and  yet  give  ojthers  no  difturbance,  by  the  noife  of  their 
refpoTifes,  or  the  loudnefs  of  their  finging  ;.  concerning  which 
particulars,  exprefs  direftions  have  been  given  by  the  truf* 
tees.  The  indifcretion  of  teaching  them  difficult  and  unufual 
tunes  is,  I  hope,  nearly  correfted  every  where.^-  But  a  rea« 
fonable  degree  of  ikill  in  th^  common  ones,  will  be  a  needful 
fupport  of  the  harmony  of  the  congregation,  a  means  of  &mi- 
Liariring  good  thoughts  to  their  minds,  and  of  making  divine 
fervice  more  cheerful  and  pleafing  to  tbenx ;  which  they  fliould 
be  engaged  by  every  motive  to  frequent,  as  long  as  they  live, 
d£&  all  that  they  have  been  taught  will  foon  wear  out,  ^and 
the  Lord^s  day  become  the  moil  ruinous,  inflead  of  the  moft 
beneficial,  part  of  their  time.  1 

It  muft  be  expeded,  that  we  fhould  recommend  to  thefe 
childten  the  faith  and  worfhip  of  our  own  communion,  as  ^U 
other  Chriftians  do;  and  teach  them  thatrefped  to  the  church 
that  they  are  members  of,  and  the  minifters  who  officiate  ia 
it,  which  the  fcripture  *,  in  very  ftrong  terms,  requires  they 
fliould  have.     But  all  this  both  may  and' ought  to  be  done 
with^fuch.  temper  and  prudence,  as  not  in  the  leaft  to  ferve 
the  purpofes  of  fuperftition  and  uncharitablenefs,  or  civil  or 
religious  tyranny,  but  of  true  piety  and  virtue  alone  ;  which 
they  will  never  l^arn  from  thofe  of  whbm  they  think  either 
ill  or  meanly.     And  whatever  defigns  of  carrying  things  fur- 
ther hive  been  either  juftly  or  unjuftly.fufpefted,  fome  time 
ago,  in  fome  few  cafes,  yet  there  doth  not  appear  any  ground 
of  fufpicion  remaining.     And  as  I  believe  no  fet  of  clergy^ 
ince  the  world  became  Chriftian,  were  ever  fo  fully  and  ge- 
nerally convinced,  as  ours  at  prefent,  of  the  wickcdnefs  and 
%  of  making  attempts   upon  the  liberties  of  mankind,  fo 
ery  obferving  perfon  muft  fee,  that  this  danger  is  far  from 
^ing  an  ii^uninent,  or  an  increafing  one.     Tragical  fears,  it 
uft  be  owned,  were  entertained,  or  pretended,  at  firft,  of  the 
inunoderate  power  which  the  inftitution  of  thefe  fchools  would 
give  us.     But  time  and  experience  hath  thoroughly  fliewn, 
^ow  very  little  reafon  there  was,  on  any  fuch  account,  either 
jfor  us  to  be  fond  of  the  fcheme,  or  the  laity  jealous  of  it. 

The 
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The  enemies  of  religion,  indeed,  win  of  courfe  exclaim  ag«dl 
the  Rreatnefc  of  our  influence,  even  whilft  they  defpife  us  for 
thefmallnefo  of  it :  but  aU  others  may  fSrely  fee  caufe  to 
wifli  that  We  had  muA  m9te  than  we  hare,  for  good  par- 
pofes ;  and  God  forbid  We  fliould  either  defif e  or  ufe  anj  to 

promote  bad  ones.  .    •         •    .  ■»-•  t        n\^t 

Next  after  the  duties  that  we  owe  to  our  Maker,  Cbr* 

tianity  requires  obedience  to  our  earthly  ^vemors.    A«d 

the  (tovemmint  with  which  we  are  now  bleffed,  is  fo  neorf- 

ferr  for  the  prefervation  of  every  thing  valuable  to  us,  thit 

all  perfons  of  -H  ranks  flwuld  be  habituated  from^  their  ^- 

Ueft  yea"  ^  P^X  ^'  ^*'  and  honour  it   and  live  contentedly 

and  Aankfully  under  it  j  but  thofe  of  low  rank  paincnltfly. 

to  he  quiet,  and  do  their  iv,nhufine/s*i  «»'  '*':«>^  '** 

felJin.:atter.t.obigh/ortbe^h   >*  if  this  rulew^ 

"either  traufgr^fled,  or  tiegleaed,  by  t^»^<»f  ^«"  °^  *^^ 

of  our  charity  fchools,  it  would  be  an  mfuperable  ob|^ 

fo  long  as  it  continued,  againft  «^~«"«^«/™^°l^ 

^ere  fhus  f«id«nentally  mitoanaged.  But  indeed  there  W^ 

been  found,  on  repeated  inquiry,  very  ybd  Teafo"^  »?  J^?; 

tisfied,  that  the  feults  of  this  kind,  which  Aere  mightb^ 

W,  never  reached  far,  and  have  been  long  ago^^f^^ 

The  imputation,  therefore,  now  wouW  be  gneyoufly  i^^- 

but  there  cannot  .be  too  ftria  a  caution  to  avoid  aU  app-x- 

ance,  not  only  of  dilloyaUy.  but  of  every  party  tegarfrf 

LrV  fort,  in  the  whole  conduft  of  this  defign  v  for  muchrf 

*T:;:*«°wWthe  habits  of  religion  and  obedience  to^ 
fnl  authority,  thefe  chUdren  fliould  be  taught  everyotto 
AatbS  and  good,  their  moral  behaviour,  a  point  of 
vilt^rconfequence  than  their  learning,  fliould  l^dj- 
IS  watched,- l^th.  in  the  fdiool,  ^-d-.^^"^ 
!ut  of  it  too  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  are  diAmgmfliea  V 
Z^L  U  :  and  their  parents  Wd  be  eamemy  ^  , 
TotTo  undo  what  their  inftruflors  are  domg.    IU-h«^' 

SUfs,  indecency,  lying.  ^^^7' ^^^Z' l^^j 
fcverely  puniflied  as  often  a*  Aey  are  obferved  .  and  U  »7 
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of  tbem  corrupts  the  reft,  or  appears  incorrigible  himfelf,  he 
ihoufd  be  immediately  difmified ;  and  no  falfe  tendernefs,  or 
mean-fpirited  fear  of  difobliging,  (hewn  either  by  teachers  or 
tniAees.  For  maintaining  the  credit  of  a  fchool,  is  the  fure 
way  of  providing  for  the  fupport  of  it. 

But  particularly  humility  ftiould  be  inftilled  into  them 
with  fingular  care.  They  ihould  underfland,  that  the  lowcft 
of  thofe  whom  their  own  parents  maintain,  are  for  that  Tery^ 
reafon  their  fuperiors  \  and  that  no  education,  giv^en  as  ,aa 
alms,  can  be  a  ground  for  thinking  highly  of  themfelves. 
-  Their  ufage  in  all  refpedts  •(hould  be  anfwerable  to  luch  le(^ 
fons.  Cleanlineffi  flioidd  be  required  of  them^  as  far  as  ever 
their  employments  allow  it ;  but  no  extraordinary  provifioa 
ihould  be  made  for  it,  nor  the  lead  affedation  of  nicety  tole- 
rated ia  either  fex.  Their  clothes  ihould  be  no  better,  if  fo 
good,  as  they  may  hope  to  wear  all  the  refl  of  their  lives  5 
no  gaiety  of  colour,  no  trifling  ornamems  permitted ;  nor  any 
diilin&ion  between  them  and  other  children,  in  which  they 
can  poiBbly  be  tempted  to  take  pleafure.  If  they  are  fed, ' 
their  food  ihould  be  of  the  coarfeft  fort,  and  not  more^thaa 
enough.  If  they  are  lodged,  it  flioold  be  in  a  manner  that  is 
fuitable  to  every  thing  eHe.  Fcr,  ^befides  that  frugality  is  a  : 
moil  important  bran$:h  of  faithfulnefe  in  the  management  of 
charities,  it  is  good  that  tbey  fbovld  hear  the  yoke  in  their 
youth  *  ;  be  inured  to  the  treatment  they  muil  e^ped  to  re^ 
ceive :  and  wrong-judged  ipdulgence  is  die  greateil  cruelty 
that  can  be<exercifed  towards  them. 

Thefc  'things,  with  others  to  be  imenUoned  isi  their  due 
places,  ^e<}uire  much  diligence  and  prudence,  but,  if  poiCble^ 
yet  more  piety  and  ferioufnefs,  in  their  mailers  and  miilreiTes^ 
If  they  have  ^e  religion  and  morals  of  their  children  at  hearty 
they  will  find  .means,  with  moderate  ^bilitie^s^  and  few  and 
artlefs  words,  to  give  .them  a  ilrong  ^infiure  of  both.  But  if 
tbey  are  lukewarm  and  indifferent  about  4he  matter,  th^y  wiU 
take  little  pai^,  and  be  little  minded ;  -and  nothing  will  be 
learnt  beyond  a  fe^  forms.  Therefore  in  the  .choice  of  them, 
not  their  poverty,  not  :the  recommendation  of  others,  not  our 
own  deiire  of  ferving  them,  ihould  determine  us,  but  merely 
Vou  III.  3  S  their 
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their  fitnefe  in  thefe  principal  points  ;  for  the  want  of  vhidi, 
no  qualifications  elfe,  either  natural  or  acquired,  can  eTcr 
cocnpenfate.  Nor  is  choofing  them  difcrectly  by  any  means 
fufEcieht^  without  fnperintending  them  continually  afterwards; 
to  examine  what  progrefs  i$  mide  under  them  ;  to  ezcite  or 
reftrain^  to  praife  or  reprove,  Xo  fypport  or  difmils  them,  as 
their  behaviour  ihall  give  caufe. 

The  minifters  of  their  feveral  pgrilhes^  I  believe,  do  not 
fail,  as  occaiion  ofiers,  to  countenance  and  aflift  them,  in  the 
religious  part  of  their  work  cfpepially.  •  And  i^ould  they  be- 
ftow  pretty  frequently  fome  kind  advice  both  upon  (hem  and 
their  fcholars,  the  good  confequences  of  it  might  reach  fur- 
ther than  at  the  firft  view  may  appear.  For  if  being  taught 
their  4uty  makes  thefe  children  yifibly  better,  other  perfoos, 
it  may  be  hoped,  will  teach  theirs  alfo  \  but  if  it  doUi  not,  a 
hafly  cpnclufion  will  immediately  be  drawn  by  too  inany.  that 
religion  doth  harm,  or  at  leaft  no  good. 

One  great  help,  both  to  the  underflanding  and  praftifing  of 
religion,  is  being  able  to  read.     The  will  of  Go4  is  contained 
in  his  written  word :  and  why  have  we  it  in  our  mother 
tongue,  but  that  all  may  be  acquainted  with  it  ?    We  are  o& 
ten  reminded,  that  perfons  ought  to  judge  for  themfdves ; 
this  is  qualifying  them  for  it.     By  the  mean$  of  pious  books, 
which  that  excellent  Society  for  Promoting  Chri/lum  Know^ 
tedge^  amongft  their  many  other  good  works,  have  provided 
for  the  poor  at  very  cheap  rates,  they  who  can  read,  may 
have  at  all  times  plain  and  familiar  inftruftions  and  warnings 
concerning  each  part  of  their  duty,  which  they  can  review  at 
(every  leifure  hour,  dwell  upon  frequently,  and  fix  in  their 
hearts.     Many  qf  them  cannot  attend  on  public  fervice  near 
fo  often  as  they  would :  reading  will  make  them  fome  amends 
^or  this.     Many  grow  infenfibly  negligent  and  thonghtlds: 
reading  will  a\yaken  them,  and  Jire^gtben  the  things  that  n^ 
fnairff  and  are  ready  to  die*,  .  They  may  indeed  learn  wick- 
ednefs  from  books  ;  but  they  may  alfo  learn  full  as  much  of 
it  without  them,  by  the  difcourfe  which  they  hear  every 
day.     And  as  good  books  will  be  put  into  the  hands  of  thefe 
children  firil,  and  teach  them  to  abhor  bad  ones,  and  enable 
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them  to  fpend  their  time  agreeably  and  profitably  alone^  and 
bring  thexn,  of  confequence^  neither  to  need  nor  love  danger* 
ous  company,  there  can  be  no  dotibt>  in  their  cafe^  on  which 
fide  the  benefit  lies.     But^  befides  religious  advantages,  being 
'  able  to  r^ad  is  of  very  great  ufe  in  all  common  bufinefs  :  and 
fcarce  any  body  bath»  fervants  who  are  unable,  but  on  one 
occafion  or  another  he  finds  confiderable  inconveniencies  from 
it  ;  which  is  likewife  the  cafe  of  writing  and  accounts.     If, 
indeed^  the  poorer  fort  were  to  be  carried  on  fo  far  in  the  two 
laft  accompliibmentSy  as  to  give,  them  an  expedation  of  living 
by  their  pen,  it  would  neither  be  charity  nor  prudence,  but 
only  diftreffing  their  betters  ;  amongft  whom  there  are-mid- 
titudes  of  perfons  thus  qualified,  ready  at  all  times  for  em-  » 
ployment.     But  fome  low  degree  of  ikill  in  this  way  is  al* 
ready  tck>  common,  either  to  make  them  grow  vain^  or  others 
murmur  at  them :  and  the  more  it  approaches  towards  being 
univetfftl^  the  fmaller  will  be  the  danger,  and  the  greater  the 
benefit:     In  country  villages,   indeed^  writing  may  be  lcf:j 
needful;  ktid  poflibly  may  turn  the  minds  of  tlie  children,  or 
.  (of  th6iir  parents  for  them^  to  fodie  other  bufineb  than  huf- 
bandryi     And  ther^fore^  in  fuch  places,  it  may  perhaps  be 
as  well  ouiitted  ;  and^  I  believe,  commonly  is.     But  reading 
muft  be  ferviceable  in  all  places.     For  however  ufelefs  or 
hurtful  to  perfohs  in  lo^  life  the  higher  kind  of  improve- 
ments may  be;  which  is  a  point  mod  abfurdly  laboured  in 
fpeaking  againfl  charity  fdioolsj  where  no  filch  things  are 
taught^  yet  enabling  the  meaneft  people  to  carry  on  their  bu- 
finefs more  commodioufly^  and  know  their  duty  more  tho- 
roughly (the  almoft  only  ufes  thiey  will  ever  find  for  their 
learning,  if  rdigioufly  educated)^  muft  furely  have  a  tenden- 
cy to  make  them  bettfcr^  not  worfe.     Ignorance  and  ftupidity, 
for  which  fdme,  though  unwilling  to  own  it,  have  pleaded 
firenuoufly  on  this  occafion  *,  who  on  others  accufe  the  clergy 
as  the  great  promoters  of  them,  are  neither  virtues,  nor  friends 
to  virtue.   On  the  contrary,  moft  of  thofe  are  abundantly  tui/e 
to  d9  evilf  who  io  do  good  have  nb  knowledge  \i 
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But  ffin,  as  work  is  what  all  thcfe  children  arc  deftined 
for,  it  (faould  be  conilantly  had-  la  view ;  and  they  fliould  ea- 
ter ttpon  it  'Whilft  they  are  at  fcbool,  if  poflible.  It  will  make 
them  ufd(ul  at  prefent,  and  both  able  and-  willing  to  work  a£* 
terwards.  It  will  put  vaki  and  idle  fancies  out  of  their  heads; 
9nd  fhew  all  the  worlds  what  i»  really  aimed  at<  It  will  fi- 
lence  the  principal  objedion  of  enemies,  and  remove  the  only 
fcruple  of  many  true  friends.  Accordingly,  for  fomc  ycais 
paft,  it  hath  been  ftrongly  infiftedon  by  almeil  every  preacher 
upon  the  fabjed  \  warmly  recommended  by  the  worthy  i<K 
eiety  before-mentioned^  who  were  the  firft  authors  f£  tks 
whole  defign  ;  and  is,  I  doubt  not,  as  e^rneftly  defired  by  die 
trufteesy  as  it  can  be  by  the  public,  whofe  expeAations  aie 
perfe£lly  reafonable,  excepting  that  they  are  a  litde  too  im- 
patient. 

Many  right  and  excellent  undertakings  are  furronnded  widi 
v^\Y  more  dif&culties  in  the  execution,  than  immediately 
fliew  themfelves.  Truftees  of  leifure  and  a&ivity  to  attempt 
fuch  a  charge,  and  of  ikill  and  intered  enough  to  conduftit 
with  fuccefs,  cannot  be  had  in  an  inftant  for  every  fcbool. 
Mailers  and  miftreiles,  very  valuable  in  other  refpefts,  maf 
be  unqualified  in  this,  or  tod  fully  employed  already  to  vxn^tx* 
take  more ;  adding  fuperntimerary  ones  would  be  chargeaUe; 
and  fubilituting  better  upon  the  whole,  may  at  prefent  be  im- 

«pra^cable.  Doubts  alfo  may  ariie,  on  very  jnft  gronods, 
what  work  to  try.  Children  are  not  fit  for  all  forts  :  msDU- 
fadures  proper  for  them  are  not  ready  at  hand  every  whcie; 
and  fctting  up  fuch  on  purpofe,  as  would  require  any  confi- 
derable  number  of  them,  might  be  an  expence  and  a  vk 
very  imprudent,  on  fo  uncertain  a  fund  as  charity.     Befides, 

.where  manufa&u res,  which  might  be  fui table  to  them,  are 
eftabliibed,  the  workmen  concerned  in  th6m  cftn  ufually  Sup- 
ply them  very  fully  with  their  own  children ;  and  hcaty 
<K>mplaint5  would  be  made,  and  many  contributions  withdrawi^ 
if  others  interfered  to  take  the  bread  out  of  their  moutlis.  It 
is  faid  indeed,  that  hands  are  wanting  ;  but  the  truth  is,  •em- 
ployments are  wanting  in  moft  places,  for  thcfe  very  yoaog 
creatures.  Their  parents  can  make  no  profit  of  themj  elfe 
they  certainly  would,  inftead  of  fending  them  to  fchool.  The 
pariih  workhoufes  can  few  of  them  find  any  work  for  tbs 
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children  brought  up  in  them,  that  turns  to  account.  And 
moft  .unhappiljy  feveral  of  thefe  difficulties  are  the  greateil  in 
this  city  ;  where  yet  the  number  of  thofe,  who  wani  fuch  a 
provifion^  is  and  mult  be  the  largeft.  ' 

However,  till  fuller  employment  can  be  had  for  them,  thej- 
are  much. better  employed  at  fchool,  than  they  would  be  elfe. 
How  are  other  poor  children,  whether  maintained  by  their 
parents  or  the  public  rates,  fpending  their  time  ?  Vilibly, 
the  moft  part  of  them,  neither  in  doing  nor  learning  any  one 
thing  that  is  good ;  but  as  much  of  the  contrary,  as  ever  they- 
will  and  can ;  whilft  thefe  are  kept,  all  of  them  in  a  conlider- 
able  degree,  and  fuch  as  are  lodged  at  their  fchools  entirely^ 
from  bad  company  and  bad  habits ;  from  which  their  parents 
have  not  leifure  to  keep  them,  if  they  had  always  inclina- 
tion )  they  are  accuftomed  to  application  and  confinement,  to 
otderlinefs  and  obedience,  which  will  greatly  prepare  them 
.for  keeping  dofe  to  work  hereafter  :  they  are  bred  up  in  the 
precepts  of  honeft  induftry  :  they  have  it  upon  their  minds 
from  the  firft,  that  they  are  to  get  their  living  that.way,  and 
no  other  ;  and  are  at  laft  all  put  out  to  it.  ^  * 

Surely  thefe.  confiderations  muft  have  the  efied,  on  all 
thinking  perfons,  of  reftraiiiing  their  cenfures,  though  by  no 
means  their  wiihes.  For  it  is  both  to  be  wifhed  moft  ardent- 
ly, and  endeavoured  moft  lieartily,  that  every  obftacle  to  £> 
excellent  an  improvement,  as  that  of  introducing  work,  may 
as  foon  as  pollible  be  every  where  overcome,  lliis  is  not  a 
thing,  which  you,  who  are  the  managers  of  thefe  charities, 
are  driven  into  ^  and  excufing  yourfelves  from  it,  as  long  ad 
you  can.  You  very  well  know,  how  important  h  duty  in- 
duftry is.  You  neither  have,  nor  can  have,  any  inducement 
to  difcourage  it  in  this  cafe  |  but  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 
to  the  contrary  ;  and  fuch,  as  abfurdly  clamour  againft  you, 
would  give  a  much  better  and  very  welcome  proof  of  their 
zeal,  if  they  would  affift  you,  and  fliare  the  difficulties  of  the 
attempt  with  you.  But,  without  waiting  for  what  is  fo  lit- 
tle to  be  expeded,  there  are  fome  fchools,  where  the  children 
do  work  :  why  may  not  their  methods  and  regulations  be  in^ 
qtiired  into,  and  imitated  by  others  ?  All  the  new  ereded 
fchools  in  Ireland  join  labour  with  inftrudio'n  ;  probably 
fometbing  might  be  leajrnt  from  them.     Ferfons  of  qccperience 
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'  in  various  kinds  of  buiinefs  in  this  great  city,  coiiM  furdr, 
fome  of  them,  fugged  what  at  leaft  would  defetve  trial.  For 
the  giris  efpeciallj  one  fiiould  think  employment  might  be 
found  9  and  for  mpft  of  them,  I  believe,  is  :  complete  employ- 

•  ment,  where  they  live  together  ;  and  where  they  do  not,  a 
.  good  deal,   in  making,   for  inftance,   their  owu  and  otfam 

coarfe  cloaths.  For  as  to  fine  work  of  any  fort,  it  would  be 
raifing  them  above  the  rank  for  which  they  are  intended ;  and 
might  therefore  be  a  worfe  and  more  lafting  mifchief,  than 
fetting  them  to  none.  What  either  fex  can  do,  perhaps,  wilt 
feldom  turn  to  much  profit ;  but  merely  doing  any  thing  that 
tend3  to  ufefulnefs,  will  be  fb  great  an  advantage  to  them  of 
itfclf^  that  fome  danger,  nay  fome  certainty  of  lofs  by  it  at 

•  firft,  may  very  well  be  borne  for  the  fake  of  it.     Of  to  pre- 
vent this,  if  any  perfon  would  hire,  or  even  accept  oftbcrr 
fervice,  for  one  part  of  the  day  or  week ;  the  remaindte  of  if 
might  be  very  fufiicient  for  their  other  inftrudion.   Or  when- 
ever their  parents  could  keep  them  well  employed,  provide 
aiTurance  was  given  that  they  did  fo,  that  might  be  allowed; 
efpccially  in  the  country,  where,  according  to  the  different  fca- 
fons  of  the  year,  there  are  very  bufy  and  very  leifure  time  j 
and  their  friends  will  be  much  the  readier  to  fend  them  at  tbe 
latter,  for  being  fure  of  their  affiflancef'at  the  formier.    Their 
learning,  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  will  go  on  the  morcflowly 
for  it,  and  their  teachers  will  have  more  trouble  with  them ; 
but,  fooner  or  later,  they  will  be  taught  as  mudi  as  they 
need.     And  accordingly  I  fee  with  great  pleafure,  that  Ac 
printed  rules  of  the  truftees  have  exprefsly  provided^  indeed 
for  every  thing  right  and  proper  in  the  management  of  tbeir 
truft,  that  can  well  be  thought  of,  but  particularly  for  leave 
to  be  given  in  this  cafe.     And  were  there  exaft  accounts  pro- 
cured from  every  part  of  the  nation,  what  roles  are  obferred 
in  the  feveral  fchools,  with  the  reafons  of  them:  lamper- 
fuaded  it  would  be  a  means  of  vindicating  them  ia  moil  things, 
as  well  as  ^ireding  them  better  in  fome.     I  flzall  only  add 
further  under  this  head,  that  where  labdur  is  not  made  psn 
of  their  bufinefs,  it  will  be  advifeable,  to  take  the  chiHrea 
young  and  to  keep  them  no  longer,  than  till  they  have  ac- 
quired fome  <:ompetent  degree  of  knowledge  and  good  princi- 
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jdes.     For  fo  they  will  have  all  that  they  can  have ;  work  as 
foon  as  poffible^  and  other  inftru6lion  in  the  mean  while. 

J.  The  manner  oidifpojing  of  thetn^  when  they  come  to  be 
difmifledy  is  the  next  point.  And  as  all  education  is  for  the 
fake  of  what  {hall  follow  it,  the  truftees  for  them  ihould  inte- 
reft  themfelves  not  a  little  in  their  future  courfe  of  life  ;  and, 
fo  far  as  they  can,  fecure  their  parents  confent  when  they  are 
admitted,  to  their  being  placed  out  properly. 

The  profane  or  vicious,  if  any  fuch  be  allowed  to  take  them, 
will  efteem  them  the  lefs,  not  the  more,  for  a  confiderable 
part  of  what  they  have  learnt ;  and  do  nothing  to  prefer  ve  the 
impreilions  of  it,  perhaps  a  great  deal  to  efface  them ;  and 
then  will  throw  the  whole  blame  of  their  ill  behaviour  Gn  the 
manageno^nt,  under  which  they  have  been ;  and  charge  it  with 
^very  thing,  that  their  own  imaginations  can  fuggeil.  Good' 
perfons  therefore  fhould  always  be  fought  out  for  them  to  go 
to.'  And  they  ihould  be  earneftly  entreated,  to  keep  them  in 
dike  way  into  which  they  have  been  put ;  efpecially  to  fee, 
Aat  they  conftantly  attend  on  the  Lord's  days  fervice,  and 
make  a  proper  ufe  of  their  religious  books.  For  fome  fuch  * 
fliould  always  be  given  them  at  their  leaving  the  fiphool,  with 
a  folemji  charge  concerning  the  main  branches  of  their  con- 

But  not  only  the  perfons,  with  whom  they  are  placed,  but 
the  employments,  in  which  they  are  fised,  ihould  be  well  con- 
fidered.  Great  numbers  of  them  have  been  fent  t6  fea  ;  and. 
it  is  not  the  fault  of  the  truftees,  but  of  the  parents,  that 
more  are  not  defending  or  enriching  their  country  on  board 
our  ihips.  Of  the  reil,  thofe  who  are  bred  in  this  town  moil- 
ly  become  either  apprentices  or  houihold  fervants ;  and,  it 
feems,  objeftion^  are  made  againil  each  method  of  difpofing  of 
them. 

^  It  hath  been  faid,  that  they  are  put  to  retailing  ihopkeep-  ' 
crs,  or  other  eafy  employments,  imfoitable  to  their  original 
condition  ;  and  that  more  money  is  required,  and  given  with 
them,  than  with  other  ^children  ;  all  which,  I  am  aiTured,  is 
^bfolutely  falfe  in  faft.  Tliey  are^put,  as  they  undoubtedly 
onght,  to  laborious  working  trades,  and  no  other  ;  with  ma- 
^y  of  them,  no  money  at  all  is  given  ;  with  moil  of  them, 
but  forty  ifiillings  j  with  fome  few,  five  pounds  5  but  more 
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with* none.  Arid  indeed  it  is  evident,  that  the  friends  of  fpcb 
an  education  will  difpofe  of  them  as  cheap  as  tbej  can  i  were 
it  for  this  reafon  dnlj,  that  they  maj  take  in  as  maoj  as  thcj 
can. 

Another  fuggeilion  is,  that  they  are  put  out  to  wortbk& 
perfonsy  in  bad  circumftances,  who  take  the  monej^  and  thcs 
break.  But  neither  of  this  do  I  find  any  proof.  However. 
though  a  groundlefs  afiertion,  it  may  fumiih  an  ufeful  warn- 
ing. 

But  at  leafty  it  is  obje&ed  further,  breeding  fo  many  of 
them  to  trades  occafions  a  fcarcity  of  fervants.  Now  even  ia 
this  town,  not  two  thirds  of  the  boys,  nor  much  above  oae 
fourth  of  the  girls,  have  been  put  apprentices  at  all ;  and  a 
great  part  of  thefe  were  probably  no  other  than  hoaihold  fei^ 
vants,  taken  by  indenture  for  a  term  of  years.  What  the 
proportion  hath  been  in  the  country,  doth  not  appear ;  but  jp 
all  likelihood  it  n&uft  have  been  very  fmall.  Or  were  it  other* 
wife,  difproportions  of  this  nature  will  foon  re&ify  thenir. 
felves*  Where  apprentices  or  journeymen  are  not  wanted^ 
and  other  fervants.  are,  thefe  children  will  of  courfe  be  fent 
where  the  demand  is  greateft  ^  nor  can  the  truilees  have  either 
inclination  or  power  to  prevent  it« 

But  whilft  one  of  the  writers  agaii^  our  charity  fchools 
accufes  them  of  leflenin^  the  number  of  fervants  *,  the  other 
charges  them  with  increafing  it  f .  Poilibly  the  meaning  may 
be,  that  they  increafe  the  nunaiber  of  the  upper  and  idler  fort»  . 
and  leifen  that  of  the  lower  and  more  laborious.  Now  as  to 
this;  the  boys,  When  they  come  from  fchool,  are  plainly  in- 
capable of  the  higher  fervices ;  aor  are  manj  of  them  taken, 
even  for  footmeo.  And  yet,  what  plenty  foever  there  is  of 
Irvery  fervants,  there  is  fo  loud  a  complaint  of  the  want  of 
fober  and  honeft  ones,  that  I  apprehend  it  would  be  no  incoo- 
-venience,  but  a  general  advantage,  if  more  of  thefe  childxen 
were  put  into  that  ilation,  in  ferious  and  regular  families :  for 
in  others  they  would  have  little  chance  of  doing  good,  and  a 
great  one  of  beings  ruined.  Then  for  the  girls,  as  they  oer- 
taibly  ought  not  either  to  be  raifed  info  the  eafier  places,  or 
qualified  for  them  ;  fince  it  would  hnrt  both  others  who  have 

abettgr 

*  JEi&7,  Ice.  p.  34fi.  t  Catq,  p.  %^ 
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a  better  claim  to  them,  and  the  public ;  fol  cannot  find  that 
they  are ;  but  that  low  bufinefs,  with  low  wages  of  fifty  ihil- 
lings,  or  three  pounds  a  year  at  xnoft,  is  what  univerfallj  falls 
to  their  fhare^  till^  by  a  courfe  of  diligence  and  faithfulnefSy 
they  can  better  their  condition ;  which  furely  then  fhould  not 
be  envied  thern^ 

It  hath  been  alleged  indeed,  that  perfbns  are  unwilling  to 
take  them  for  fervaiits.     But,  as  I  know  this  to  be  very  falfe 
in  fome  places  ;  fo  I  hope^  where  it  is  true,  it  cannot  be  often 
on  account  bf  their  education.     Some  may  want  ferrants  of 
'  more  ftrength,  than  thefe  young  people  can  have  at  firft  ;  fome 
may  diilike  taking  fo  unexperienced  ones  ;  fome  may  think  it 
beneath  them,  to  have  fuch  mean  creatures  in  their  houfes  ; 
and  fome  may  be  unjuftly  prejudiced  againft  them  in  other 
refpe&s,  partly  by  falfe  reprefentations,  and  partly  alfo  by 
miftaken  appearances.     For  there  is  a  fuperficial  pertnefs^ 
very  apt  to  fpring  up,  at  that  time  of  life,  amongft  numbers 
bred   together  ;  which  ought  to  be,  and  I  hope  is,  carefully 
kept  under ;  and  yet  may  now,  and  then  give  a  little  offence. 
Befides,  all  who  are  taught  any  thing  valuable,  are  doubtleis 
in  fome  danger  of  efteeming  themfelves  rather  too  highly  up- 
on it.     But  this  can  never  be  a  reafon,  why  they  ihould  be 
taught  nothing  valuable.     And  fuch  trifling  faults  are  fo  eafi- 
ly  conquered  in  children,  and  will  be  (o  amply  recompenfed 
by  fttbftantial  good  qualities,  that  prudent  perfons  will  cer- 
tainly think  them  worth  trying  at  leaft.     They  will  find  them 
taught  to  their  hands  thofe  good  principles,  which  elfe  they 
muft  think  it  their  own  duty  to  teach  them,  with  no  (mall 
pains.     And  they  will  find  them  refirained,  as  much  as  they 
could  be,  from  the  vices,  of  which  they  would  wiih  them  not 
to  be  guilty,  and  in  which  others  of  their  rank  are  too  com- 
monly indulged.     Still  not  all,  it  muft  be  owned,  prove  well^ 
either  under  this  fort  of  management,  or  any  other.     Such 
as  do,  be  they  ever  fo  many,  have  little  or  nothing  faid  of 
them ;  it  is  only  what  ought  to  be  ezpeded.     Such  as  do  not, 
occafion  abundance  of  talk ;  and-  all  the  errors,  into  which 
they  run  in  fpite  of  their  education,  are  pretended  to  flow 
from  it.     But  fo  far  as  inqiury  hath  hitherto  been  made, 
multitudes  have  proved  excellently  good;  few  in  proportion 
remarkably  bad ;  fcarce  any,  perhaps  none,  have  been  convift* 
Vol.  III.  3T  ed 
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ed  of  capital  crimes,  excepting  thofe  who  had  been  expdled 
as  incurable.  And  if  more  particular  inquiries  vete  carried 
on  in  everj  fchool,  as  thej  are  in  fome,  concerning  the  bdia- 
viour  of  each  child,  that  hath  been  put  out  either  to  fenrice 
or  apprenticeibip ;  where  they  behave  ill,  it  might  give  a 
good  infight  into  the  caufe,  and  ihew  how  to  remove  it ;  but 
I  am  perfuadedy  from  what  I  have  experienced^  it  would  be 
generally  found,  that  they  behave  well.  To  which  perhaps 
it  might  add  no  defpicable  incitement,  if  fome  little  reward 
were  given  to  every  one,  who,  at  the  end  of  fo  many  years 
had  deferved  a  good  charaAer.  And  I  am  told^  there  is  a  le- 
gacy left  to  one  fchool,  appropriated  to  this  purpofe. 

But  the  chief  objedion  with  many  perfons  is,  that  this  me« 
thod  of  education  takes  off  great  numbers  from  hufbandzy* 
And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  moft  of  thofe,  who  are  bred  up 
by  charity  in  or  near  thefe  two  cities,  are  fixed  in  or  near 
them  afterwards.  But  is  there  the  leaft  likelihood,  that  any 
of  them  would  elfe  have  gone  to  country  buiinefs  ?  Do  any 
of  the  other  children  of  the  poor  go  to  it  from  hence  ?  Did 
any  of  them  before  thefe  fchocts  were  eroded  ?  None 
at  all.  The  governors  of  one  fchool  *  have  for  ibme  years 
advertifed,  that  they  were  defirous  of  fending  their  children 
to  hulbandry  on  very  reafonable  terms ;  and  had  they  met 
with  encouragement,  which  they  have  not,  others  would  have 
followed  their  example.  The  clergy  have  frequently  in  their 
fermons  exhorted  to  this  way  of  difpoiing  of  them.  The 
more  tlian  once  mentioned  fociety  have  advifed  it  continually 
for  a  long  time.  And  could  ^ly  perfon  fuggeft  the  means  to 
fo  good  an  end,  the  truftees  have  given  public  affiirance,  that 
they  would  rejoice  in  it  moft  fincerely.  ^  In  the  mean  while» 
they  do  all  that  they  have  the  power  of  doing :  they  place 
them  in  fuch  employments,  as  they  muft  have  foUowed  other- 
wife,  if  they  followed  any.  For  indeed  many  of  them  wodd 
only  have  been  brought  up  to  beg  or  fteal :  few  would  bavi 
been  employed  fo  foon ;  fcarce  any  fo  well.  As  to  the  chil- 
dren in  country  fchools,  their  number  is  fo  imall,  confidering 
the  extent  through  which  they  are  difperfed,  that  no  gencrd 
inconvenience  could  as  yet  be  {enfibly  perceived  from  it,  even 

tfaoiiglL 

*  That  of  St.  Andrnv's^  Holhom. 
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though  a  great  part  of  them  were  put  out  improperly.  But 
I  apprehend  they  are  not.  They  are  none  of  them  removed 
hither ;  nor  apter  than  others^  fo  far  as  I  can  hear,  to  come 
of  their  own  accord.  Where  thatiufa&ures  flouriih,  they  are 
as  ufefiil  in  them,  as  they  could  be  in  any  thing  elfe ;  where 
there  are  none,  or  decaying  ones  only,  they  will  go  to  hufi 
bandry  of  courfe. 

It  is  faid  indeed,  that  hands  are  greatly  wanted  for  country 
work.     And  at  particular  feafons  they  are ;  but  whether  fo 
very  much  upon  the  whole,  as  fome  think,  may  for  feveral 
reafons  be  doubted.     The  wages  of  country  fervants  have 
certainly  been  much  raifed ;  but  (o  have  all  wages,,  perhaps 
nearly  in  the  fame  proportion.     And  as  the  quantity  of  our 
wealthy  real  or  nominal,  hath  increafed  conliderably  within 
the  laft  half  century ;  the  prices  of  the  things,  for  which  we 
exchange  it,  and  of  labour  amoagft  other  things,  muft  have 
increafed  by  degrees,  even  had  labourers  of  each  kind  been  as 
numerous  as  ever ;  whereas  probably  they  are  much  dimi- 
niflied.     But  then  the  diminution  proceeds,  not  frdm  thefe 
fchools,  but  from  other  caufes  of  a  very  different  nature  *. 
Vaft  multitudes  of  men  have  been  employed  and  loft  in  out 
armies  and  fleets.     Thefe  two  great  cities  are  increafed  be- 
yond meafure,  and  exhauft  the  reft  of  the  nation.     The  num- 
ber of  unneceffary  and  ufelefs  fervants  is  multiplied  exceffive- 
ly ;  who  corrupt  one  another  here,  and  their  poor  neighbours 
when  they  go  into  the  country,  and  teach  them  a  fondnefs  for 
the  pleafures  and  eafe  of  the  town.     Hither  therefore  they 
flock  ;  fet  up  for  fuch  places  and  fuch  wages  as  they  like,  and 
behave  as  they  think  fit ;  fupport  themfdves  by  combinations, 
when  out  of  place,  as  long  as  they  can  ;  and  at  laft  will  take 
any  courfes,  rather  than  wife  oiles.     But  indeed  luxury  and 
diflblutenefs  are  fpread  with  irreligion  through  our  people  in 
general,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft  :  they  muft  all  both 

3  T  2  appear 

•  The  author  of  the  Sffay,  Sic.  (eevm  to  be  fendble  of  this,  when  he  fayt, 
p«  151/,  A  thoo&nd  fauluwere  to  concur,  before  the  inconTcnlenciet  we  labour 
*'  Qoder  could  be  produced,  yet  no  man  can  doubt,  but  charity  fchooU  are  ac- 
'*  cei&ry,  or  at  leaft  more  likely  to  increafe  than  redreft  our  complaintf.*' 
This  indeed  it  faying  a  great  deal  too  much.  But  at  others  have  faid  much 
more,  there  is  no  queftion  but  he  would  alfo ;  unleft  he  had  felt  that  he  could 
oot,  conii^tently  with  truth  or  modefty. 
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ed  of  capital  crimes,  except'  /predeceffors  in  the  fame  (la. 
as  incurable.  Andifnw.-  y^em,  in  wicked  and  eipenfirt 
X)n  m  every  fchool,  as  ^  r/^^nmonj ;  by  this  vice,  and  the 
viour  of  each  child.  -  conjmonly  joined  with  it,  of  driii- 
or  apprenticefcip  .V^^y  oifeeble  and  deftroy  themielva 
good  mfight  inf  .  .:/;*increafe.  Thefe  are  the  real  caufaof 
I  am  perfuad  .  ;>j;,'do  they  owe  their  rife  to  charity  fdiook? 
generally  fir  ^  ';,/^gt  jn  truth  there  is  doable  occa£on  for  fndi 
it  might  r  .■>-;''r>^  and  country  both,  to  preferve,  if  it  maj  bt, 
■were  g*     y^  ;>  ^^^  p^^  fj^^  j|jjj  jfeadful  plague,  that  ragefc 

^  ,        >^^?i5  objcfted  in  the  laft  place  ;  if  this  method  of  du- 
f'jiith  io  excellent  si  tendency,  bow  comes  it  to  jnis^ 
^jjbeud  of  that  mightj  reformation  amongft  the  commoo 
^^^  which  the  earliet  fermons  on  this  occaiioii  promifed 
■^  it,  they  are  thus  confeflcdly  grown  worfe  nnder  the  vk 
jit,  than  they  were  before  ?     Now  the  anfwer  is  very  eafj. 
^Q  proviiion  of  any  fort  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ever  di4» 
^r  probably  ever  will,  come  np  to  the  ezpe&ations  and  hopes, 
irhich  good  perfons,  laudably  zealous  for  it,  were  willing  to 
entertain.     Yet  this  doth  not  prove  all  fuch  provifions  to  be 
ufelefs  or  wrong.     Befidesy  it  could  not  well  be  either  forefcco 
or  fufpededy  forty  years  ago,  how  entirely  magiftrates  tai 
heads  of  families  would  neglefi  the  religion  and  morals  of  aD 
under  their  care,  and  with  what  enthufiaftic  vehemence  othen 
would  fet  themfelves^  to  extirpate  ferioufnefs  and  order  out 
of  the  world.     No  wonder,  if  fuch  remiflhefs  and  fuch  liccn* 
tioufnefs  have  done  more  harm,  than  charity  fchools  have 
done  good.     The  number  educated  in  them,  is  a  very  inttB 
part  of  the  poor  of  the  nation  ;  and  the  wickednefs  of  the  reS 
corrupts  too  many  of  thefe.    Still  the  right  principles,  taogiit 
them,  often  preferve  them,  and  often  bring  them  back,  vhco 
nothing  eKe  would.     And  if  this  too  frequently  proves  oAer- 
wife,  it  only  fbews  the  prpnenefs  of  our  nature  to  fin,  and  the 
neceflity  of  our  beft  care.     Had  none  been  taken,  bad  as  we 
are,  we  had  been  much  worfe  ;  and  had  more  been  takeO;  we 
might  have  been  much  better.     But  to  charge  the  degenen? 
of  a  people  on  the  very  thing,   that  doth  fo  much  to  prereot 
it ;  and  make  it  the  reafon  of  their  being  wicked,  that  fame 
of  them  are  trained  up  to  be  pious  and  virtuous,  is  adef* 
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TH^hich  one  fcarce  knows  how  to  excufe  from 

'''^ntadon* 

^  proceed,  as  I  am  very  fenfible  it  is  high  time^ 

'^'  oriefly,  in  the  third  place.  What  courfe  wc  arc  to 

neither  prudent  management,  nor  rational  defences  of 

^ood  work  that  we  are  engaged  in,  can  altogether  prevent 

.kS  being  evil  fpoien  of;  which,  though  very  hard,  hath  been 

hitherto^  and  we  muft  expe&  will  be,  the  cafe. 

Sonxe  will  fpeak  ill  of  it  from  hatred,  others  from  indifier* 
ence^  to  religion  and  virtue.    For  though,  in  reafon,  both  un- 
believers and  immoral  perfons  ought  to  wi(h,  that  moft  others, 
efpeciallj  the  poor,  might  be  fober  and  honeft,  and  for  that 
purpofe  religious,  and  therefore  ought  to  encourage  thofe  of 
them  who  are  fo,  and  fuch  methods  as  would  make  the  reft 
of  them  fo,  yet  fcripture  *  hath  taught  us  to  look  for  the  con- 
trary from  them,  and  in  experience  we  find  it.     They  would 
even  feem  to  a&  from  a  kind  of  principle  in  this  matter :  and 
perfons,  who  have  no  fear  in  the  leaft  of  fociety  being  hurt 
by  profaneneis  and  profligatenefs,  affeft  prodigious  fears  of 
its  being  hurt  by  charity  fchools ;  do  nothing,  fay  nothings 
againft  other  evils  \  join  in  them,  plead  for  them ;  but  this 
one  danger  awakens  all  their  public  fpirit ;  and  they  are  as 
dear,  that  the  education  of  thefe  poor  children  is  the  caufe  of 
almoft  every  thing  they  diflike,  as  the  Heathen  Romans  were^ 
that  all  the  calamities  which  be&l  their  empire,  proceeded 
from  the  growth  of  Chriftianity.     Some  again,  without  go- 
ing fo  great  lengths,  will  not  fail,  however,  to  condemn  what 
they  muft  elfe  contribute  to  fupport.     Others  are  fo  unhap- 
pily attentive  to  party  confiderations  or  perfonal  prejudiceSj^ 
t])^t  if  a  defign,  ever  fo  valuable,  comes  from  a  wrong  quar- 
ter, inftead  of  bemg  ambitious  to  fliare  in  the  merit  and  the 
honour  of  it,  they  fet  themfelves  immediately  to  depreciate 
it,  and  fuggeft  mifchievous  intentions  in  it.     And  every  one 
of  thelie  motives  will  induce  fome  to  invent,  and  many  more 
to  magnify  faults  ;  to  drefs  out  fi^s  with  circumftances,  that 
entirely  alter  the  nature  of  them ;  and  talk  vehemently  about 
tbiags,  which  have  been  corre&ed  long  ago,  as  if  they  hap- 
pened 

*  Amoi  ▼•  la    John  xv«  19.  xyii,  14.    i  John  iii.  12. 
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pcaed  lately,  and  the  fame  ill  management  fubfified  ftiU.  No 
perfons,  indeed,  ihould  be  charged  with  fpeaking  or  afting 
from  worfe  motives  than  thejr  do  ;  for  it  is  both  injuring  tnd 
ezafperating  them.  Bat  everj  perfon  ought  confcientionflj 
to  examine  what  hia  own  motives  are,  and  prudently  to  coo- 
fider  what  thofe  of  others  maj  be ;  and  neither  be  infiucoced 
by  their  opinions,  nor  their  aflertions,  more  than  they  de- 
ferve.  For  not  only  fidfe,  but  incredible  and  ridiculous  fto- 
ries  about  thefe  fchools,  have  been  confidently  averred,  and 
incautiouily  believed. 

Nor  are  bad  people  only,  but  very  good  ones  fometiiDcs, 
grievoufly  inclined  to  partialities  and  hard  cenfures ;  too  le- 
gligent  of  inquiring,  too  hafty  in  giving  credit.  A  final],  or 
but  imagined  failure,  in  the  fcheme,  in  the  execution,  m  die 
fuccefs,  of  a  moft  ufeful  undertaking,  fhall  cool  their  friend- 
fliip,  or  provoke  their  enmity  to  it :  and  they  ftrangcly  for- 
get, that  a  few  errors  and  drfeds  are  no  reafon  for  abandon- 
ing valuable  defigns,  but  only  for  amending  them  ;  and  tint 
the  good  arifing  from  diem,  even  if  amendments  cannot  k 
procured,  may  be  vaftly  greater  than  the  harm.  It  is  vciy 
afflifting,  when  pcrfons,  who  mean  well  to  religion,  will  not- 
withftanding  take  part  thus  with  fuch  as  mean  ill  to  it ;  and 
abet  thofe,  who  have  no  other  view  than  to  deftroy,  inflcad 
of  favouring  the  endeavours  that  are  ufed  to  reform  and  im- 
prove. The  watchfulnefs  of  our  worthy  diocefan  over  tie 
management  of  this  charity,  hath  kept  equal  pace  with  the 
malice  of  its  forwardeft  adverfaries  *.  And  your  care,  who 
are  truftecs,  hath  been  applied  without  intermiflion,  to  pre- 
vent or  remedy  what  others  have  only  bufied  thcmfdves » 
rail  at.  Yet  the  faithful  diligence  ihewn  on  the  one  fide,  hadi 
been  fufpeded  and  reproached  ;  jamd  the  unrighteous  accofa- 
tions  brought  on  the  other,  applauded  and  propagated. 

But  unjuft  as  this  treatment  is,  you  muft  refolve  to  bear  it 
with  all  poffible  temper  and  compofednefs.  For  perfons,  who 
judge  and  behave  very  wrong  in  relation  to  thefe  fchools,  may 
yet  be  entitled  to  great  regard  on  other  accounts.    And  where 

prejudice 

*  See  the  direSiiws  given  hj  the  Lord  BUhop  of  ImAk  to  the  maft^  ^ 
Bi'iftrefics  of  charity  fchocis,  in  the  Cbapter-Houlc  of  St.  i^MrT/,  ifov.  14-  ^1^^ 
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prgudice  and  a  kind  of  fafhion  nin  againft  anj  thing,  as  thejr 
do  amongft  too  many  in  the  prefent  cafe,  angry  complaints, 
however  well  grounded,  will  only  be  defpifed,  ot  excite  a 
return  of  more  anger  ;  whereas  mild  ^  reprefentations  will  at 
leaft  mollify  thofe  whom  they  cannot  bring  oven  Obje£bions 
therefore,  and  even  inveftives,  ihould  be  patiently  heard; 
and  anfwers,  though  fufficiently  given  already,  repeated  with 
calmnefs.  If  real  faults  are  foiwd,  they  ihould  be  acknow- 
ledged i  if  proper  alterations  are  demanded,  they  ihould  be 
made.  For  though  innovations,  which  appear  very  plaufible, 
maybe  found,  when  examined,  very  dangerous,  and  therefore 
love  of  change  is  by  no  means  to  be  encouraged,  yet  averiioa 
to  it  may  be  carried  to  an  extreme  alfo ;  and  perfons  may 
hoth  intend  very  well,  and  in  moil  things  do  very  well,  and 
yet  material  points  may  have  been  either  overlooked  by  them 
at  firfl,  or  gradually  forgotten  afterwards.  Each  of  you  iin- 
gly,  therefore,  ihould  always  be  foli9itous  to  learn,  both  from 
friends  and  enemies,  what  will  be  conducive  to  your  defig^ ; 
and  that  excellent  rule,  which'  you  have  fo  wifely  eilabliihed 
and  fo  long  obferved,  of  fiated  meetings  to  confult  together 
&r  the  better  condud  of  *it,  ihould  be  ftridly  kept  up,  and 
diligently  applied,  to  propofe  modeiUy,  and  promote  unani- 
mouily,  whatever  may  contribute  either  to  pe^feft  or  recom* 
mend  it.  Only  you  will  remember,  that  the  former  ihould  be 
your  chief  concern  ;  and  that  the  reality,  not  the  name,  of  a 
Chriilian  and  ufeful  education,  is  the  thing  which  you  are  to 
have  at  heart. 

Such  then  is  your  duty :  and  if  you  are  confcious  of  having 
taken  due  pains  to  perform  it,  let  who  will  cenfure  or  ridi* 
cule  you,  let  who  will  grow  cool  or  leave  you,  go  on  with 
cbeerfulnefs,  and  perfevere  to  the  end.  For,  provided  it  be 
M  zeal  according  to  knowledge  *^  it  ij  good  to  be  ahuays%ea* 
loujl^  affeBed  in  a  good  thing  \  ;  and  not  to  fuffer  our  love  to 
wax  coldy  becaufe  iniquity  abounds  %*  Deferting  fuch  a  work, 
after  once  engaging  in  it,  not  only  withdraws  countenance 
from  it,  but  cails  an  imputation  upon  it.  Be  not,  therefore, 
overcome  of  evil,  but,  in  this  ienfe  as  well  as  others,  overcome 

evil 
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§vil  with  good  *.  You  have  the  comfort  of  doing  much  fcr- 
vice  to  God  and  jont  fellow-creatures  ;  you  have  the  con- 
fcionfnefs  of  having  endeavoured  to  do  more.  You  deferve 
from  all  perfons,  and  jou  will  receive  from  all  confiderate 
perfonsy  great  honour  :  and  were  it  lefs,  jou  would  oolj  be 
the  furer,  that  jou  ad  from  a  right  principle,  and  fliall  ob- 
tain a  large  reward  ;  not  onlj  for  all  jou  have  defigncd^  but 
all  you  have  borne,  as  you  ought ;  whether  it  be  reproach, 
or  whether  it  be  difappointment.  But  then  let  your  whole 
lives  be  fuitable  to  this  p^t :  be  good  Chriftians  in  every 
refped  yourfelves,  whilft  you  profefs  to  make  others  fucfa ; 
•Ife  you  will  difcredit  your  undertaking  before  men,  and  lofe 
your  recompence  from  God.  For  though  cbartty  JhaU  cover 
the  multitude  of  fins  f ,  yet  this  one  work  is  only  a  fmall  branch 
•f  that  extenfive  virtue  j  and  were  it  the  whole,  no  ^Iful 
tranfgreilions,  of  which  you  do  not  fo  repent  as  to  ibrfake 
them,  (hall  ever  be  hid  by  it. 

But  all  that  the  diredors  of  this  charity  can  do,   ^nril]  be 
much  in  vain,  unlefs  you,  the  mailers  and  miftrefles  of  the 
feveral  fchools,  perform  your  ihare  as  you  ought,  in  every 
particular,  which  you  can  either  fuggeft  to  yourfelves,  or 
learn  from  others  ;  unlefs  you  go  through  your  whole  ^iifoik 
with  diligence  and  difcrction,  with  patience  and  vigilance, 
with  impartiality  and  difrntereftednefs,  with  deference  and 
refpeft  to  thofe  who  employ  you,  with  authority  and  yet 
mildnefs  towards  thofe  over  whom  you  are  placed,   ^th  a 
tender  concern  for  their  temporal  and  ete|pal  happinefs,  and 
a  fearlefs  refolution  to  oppofe  and  overcome  every  hindrance 
to  either.     The  heft  dcfigns,  without  a  fuitable  execution  of 
tliem,  are  likely  to  end  in  nothing,  or  worfe.     Think  tbea 
with  yourfelves :  will  you  occafion  all  this  charity,  and  all 
thefe  objefts  of  it,  to  be  utterly  loft  by  your  fault  ?    Or  wil! 
you  be  the  authors  of  more  good  to  them,  and  more  bleilcd- 
nefs  to  your  ow^  fouls,  than  any  perfons  of  your  degree  pof- 
fibly  can  in  any  other  way  ?    By  your  endeavours  and  your 
prayers  you  have  the  latter  in  your  power ;  and  God  incline 
your  hearts  to  it !    The  impreffions  that  can  be  made  from 

this 
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AUs  place  nt.prefent  on  your  poor  children,  cdn  be  but  {mall^ 
or  at  belt  fluort-lived.  To  you^  therefore,  I  leaTO  it,  to  giv^ 
<Iiein  the  debpeft  fenfe  thiit  you  at«  able,  of  the  anfpeakabl^ 
privilege  of  their  education,  the  dfeadfvl  guilt  of  making  a 
hod.  ufe  of  it,*  the  indlfpenfable  duty  of  deling  juftice  and  ere* 
dit  every  way  to  the  fchools  to  which  they  belong  j  and  of 
xecompenfing  hereafter,  as  God  fiiall  enable  them,  the  benefit 
which  they  receive.  •      •       '  .     .  ' 

But  I  mufl  not  even  yet  conclude,  till  I  have  in  one  word 
anore  reminded  you  all,  who  are  here  aflemblcd,  that  without 
•continual  help  this  excellent  undertaking  cannot  be  fupport- 
ed  ;  and  that  almoft  every  one  is  capable  of  giving  it  help, 
more  or  lefs,  in  Somt  way  or  another.     They  who  have  the 
burden  of  conducing  it  as  truftees,  all  afford  it  the  ailifiance 
^f  their  purfes,  as  well  as  their  pains  and  advice.     And  I 
hope  fuch  of  you  as  are  proper  will  be  ready,  when  occafion 
ihall  require,  to  ihare  in  the  fame  truft.    For  nothing  is  more 
abfolutcly  neccjQTajry  to  fuch  a  rharity,  than  a  confta^t  fucccf- 
fion  of  wife,  and  good,  and  reputable  managers.     But  if  you 
cannot  ferve  it  this  way,  ferve  it,  however,  in  the  much  ca- , 
iier  Tvay,  of  a  cheerful  liberality.     Its  being  a,£Oi)d  thing  evil 
fpoien  of,  obliges  you,  who  are  convinced  it  is  unjuftly  fo 
fpoken  of,  both  to  patronife  it  mor^e  eamefUy,  and  contribute 
to  it  more  bountifully.     The  truefi/obje&s  of  pompaf&on  up- 
on earth,  are  young  perfons  left,  uninftmAed  and  unrefirain- 
ed,  to  the  dangers  of  a  corrupted  nature  and  a  vicious  world. 
And  fuch,  without  the  timely  interpofition  of  a  Chriftian  fpi- 
rit,  would  thde  have  been,  whofe  appearance'  now  not  only  . 
gives  your  eyes  the  pleafure  of  a  beautiful  and  affeding  fpec- 
tacle,  bist  your  hearts  the  joy  of  beholding  at  once  fo  many 
thoufands  of  young  cai^didates  for  nfefulnefs  in  this  world, 
and  endlefs  felicity  in  the  next,  as  perhaps  no  nation  under 
the  fun  befides  hath  ever  feen  together.     Let  us  comfort  our., 
felves  in  the  profpeft,  and  oppofe  it  to  the  very  gloomy  ones 
that  we  have  around  us.    Amongft  the  poor  our  religion  firft 
had  its  rife  ;  and  there  at  leaft  it  may  yet  maintain  its  ground^ 
till  it,  Jball  again  take  root  downward ^  and  bear  fruit  upward*  j, 
jimongft  other  ranks  of  men*    We  are  following  the  original 
Vox,.  III.  3U  plan 
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plan  of  die  divine  wifdom,  sn  making  provifioii  far  revealing 
tho/i  things  to  hahes^  which  the  vj^i  and  prudent  in  their  own 
ejei  have  hi4/rom  themfelvea  *»  And  may  God,  cut  of  the 
mouths  of  ihtSit  babes  and/uciling^j-f  ordain  and  perfeB  predfe 
to  his  hoi  J  nam^,  and  Jtrength  to  the  kingdom  of  his  evet<« 
iblefedSon! 

;Mit^sL»jf.  t^ftl-^4-   M>tA.«u.Y4i 
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(iPreached  in  the  Parifh-Church  of  Su  ^ameSf  tVyimu^er, 
March  II.  i749*56>  on  Occafion  of  the  Earthquake^ 
March  8.) 
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CASIOK  OF  StRIKIKO  CALAMITIES  TO  NaTIOKS  OR  ClTIES* 


Psalm  ii.  ix« 

Serve  th  Lord  with  fears  ond  rejoke  Unio  Urn  Unit  f^i^f* 

rencf* 

^H£  pa^oii  of  feftr  is  an  extretneljr  neceflkry  one  for  all 
creatures^  whofe  good  or  eyil  depends  on  their  behaviour  t 
for  it  prompts  them  inftantlj  to  avoid  whatever  Would  harm 
them  ;  and  accordingly  God  hath  given  it  a  ftrong  and  deep 
root  in  boman  nature*  But  as  our  frame  is  diford6red  through** 
ottty  we  tire  liable^  in  this  refpeft,  as  well  as  many  mo^e^  now 
to  ejEcecd>  now  to  be  deficient ;  and  fearing  too  little,  on  fome 
occa&ons,  is  the  caufe  of  our  fearing;  on  others,  much  more 
than  elfe  we  fhould  need.  Religi6n>  if  we  permit  it^  will  re« 
gulate  all  our  inward  feelings  to  our  prefent  and  eternal  ad« 
vantage ;  and  is  particularly  ferviceable^  not  only  in  excitingj^ 
1>ut  direding  and  moderating  thi«»  Without  religion,  there 
may  be  eifdlefs  alarms*  Were  hot  th«  ^orld  govern^  by 
infinite  juftice  aod  goodnefs,  every  perfon  that  Would,  mighty 
in  multifud^s  of  cafes,  do  any  hurt  to  others  with  imptmity ; 
^d  all  hiifchief  of  all  kinds  befal  us,  however  innocent,  fin* 
gly  or  jointly,  through  th«  whole  courfe  of  life^  unalkviaited 
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bj  a  profpec):  of  recompence  after  death.  Naj,  iDdeed,  » 
nothing  hinders,  but  that,  if  it  were  polEble  for  ns  to  ezift 
without  God  here,  it  might  be  poffible  hereafter  too,  there 
could  be  no  certainty  that  death  itfelf  Would  end  our  fuftr- 
ings,.  or  even  would  not  increafe  them. "  But  the  knowledge 
of  a  gracious  and  wife  Providence  entirely  fecures  ns,  if  we 
beli&ye.it  as  we  ought,  00 1-  only  againft  all  imaginations  of 
inexorable  fate  and'  blind  chance,  but  all  real  xietriment  fiom 
the  worft  efforts  of  men  or  devils.  For  if  God  tejorusy 
who  can  he  againjl  tf^*?  It  is  very  true,  religion  baniibcs 
thefe  obje£l3  of  apprehenfion,.  by  fubftituting  in  their  room 
another,  unfpeakably  more  formidable  than  them  all.  Ifaj 
unto  youy  my  friends ,'' be  not  afraid  of  them  that  kill  the  h^j, 
and  after  that  hat>e  no  mof-e  that  they  can  do.  But  I  will  fort' 
warn  you  whom  you  fhall  fear 0.  Fear  bim^  which  after  he  hath 
iilledy  hath  power  to  cafl  into  hell :  yea,  I  fay  unto  you,  Ftof 
him  f .  And  did  not.  reafon  afford  us  hope,  and  fcripture  af- 
furance,.  of  his  accepting  and  rewarding  us,  on  moft  equitaUe 
terms,  our  condition  under  the  divine  government  would  be 
furrouiidcd  with  incomparably  greater  terrors  tiian  any  other 
poffibly  could.  Bui  fince  we  Jcnow  the  meatus  of  bbtainiog 
his  favour,  in  this  life  and  the  next,,  if  we  will  bat  ufe  them 
confcientioufly,  the  awe^  which  we  cannot  but  fed,  of  an  Al- 
mighty arm,  vi'iU  be  fweetly  n)i:ired  with  faithful  love  >  and 
thofe  tilings,,  which  give  6thers  the  moft  grievous  difturbance, 
will  not  need  to  give  us  th9.1eaft.  Fear  yt  not  their feoTynei* 
ther  be  qfraid  *  butfan&ify  the  Zord  of  hofii,  and  let  bimhe 
your  fear  t  and  let  him  he  your  dread  i  and  he  fbail  i^afm^ 
tuary  J.  Firft,  therefore,  learn  to  ferve  the  Lord  wiih/tatt 
and  then  you  will  be  entitled  :tp  rejoice  unto  him  with  reoc* 
rence. 

The  word  of  God,,  far  frpm  encour^iging  groiindk£s  vi& 
fuperftitioua  horrors,  cautipns  ^gainft  them  ftroni^y.  In  all 
0ges  and  nations,,  men  have  boen  terrified  with  aclipfes  of  the 
iun  and  moon  ;  iu  many^  with  conjundions,  oppofitioos  acd 
tifpe£ls  of  the  ftars,  9&d  other  celeftial  appearances ;  things 
^Itoge^h^f  harmlefs.  Theriefore  fuch  frights  the  prophet  a« 
prcfdly  condemns.     Tbtfe  faith  the  JLord^.  Learn  not  the  wej 
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•fthe  JSeatheHi  and  be  not  difmayed  at  thejigns  of  heaven,  ie-f 
^au/i  tie  Heathen  are  difmayed  at  them  :  for  the  cuftoms  of, 
4be  peopk  are  vain  *.     But  whatfoever  things  are  real  inftna^ 
xnents  of  our  Maker's  ivU),  we  are  to  confider  as  fiich  $  and 
teSpcA  all  that  is  wrought  by  tbem^  as  prbceediug  from  his 
appointment.  .  Wer^  we  fure  of  living  ever  fo  long  on  earth; 
we  are  abiblutelj  in  his  hands  att  the  time  we  live  ^  and  oughf 
to  be  deeply  fenfible»  that  our  happinefs  or  mifery,  even  here^ 
depends  continually  Upon  him.     But  he  hath  pafled  a  fentence 
of  death  on  us  all,  to  be  executed,  at  furtheft  in  a  few  years  ; 
and  this  furniflies  a  new  motive  to  ferioufneis  of  heart,  which 
^ve  fhould  be  reeolle&ing  daily  and-  hourly.     But  inftead  of 
that,  we  contrive  all  poiDble  means  never  to  think  of  it;  and 
we  fuoceed  too  welL    Therefore  to  awaken  us  from  this  le- 
thargy, he  hath  ordained  befides,  that  the  whole  of  life  ihall 
be  full  of  difeafes  and  accidents^  to  cut  it  ihort  on  a  fudden|. 
often  when  (here  was  leaft  caufc  to  expefi  the^n ;  and  here  is 
^  a  more  preffing'call  to  confider  our  latter  end\^    But  howevei? 
furprifing  each  of  thefe  may  be^  when  it  happens  very  near 
tts  :  yet^as  one  or  another  of  them  happens  pretty  frequently ;. 
for  that  very  reafoUy.  though  they  ought  to  aflfe£b  us  the  more, 
they  fcarce  afied  us  at  all.     Therefor«he  alfo  brings  on,  from 
time  to  time,  the  lefs  common^  and  more  widely  deftrudive 
events^  of  wars  and  peftilences.    Of  the  former  we  have  for 
ieveral  years^  not  long  pad,  had  heavy  experience.     And 
what  we  fee  and  hear  to  this  day  of  the  latter  amongll  our 
cattle,  tells  us^  one  ihould  think,  in  a  very  interefting  manner, 
to  what  we  are  fubje£t  ourfelves*     But  if  all  thefe  things  fail 
of  the  good  effefts,  which  he  propofes  by  them,  as  it  is  noto* 
rioua  tKey  do  with  us  moil  lamentably :  he  hath  in  referve 
more  alarming  methods  of  admonition  ftill :  one  in  particular^ 
by  which  he  fllakes  whole  cities,,  whole  countries  and  nations, 
fbmctiines  to  thee^^fient  of  numy  hundred  leagues  at  once» 
aotwithftaading  the  intervention  of  large  and  deep  feas ;  and 
hath  frequently  taken  away  the  lives  of  thoufands  in  a  mo« 
ment,  by  a  ruin,  which  no  wifdom  (an  forefee,  no  caution 
pre\'ent,no  ftrengthwithftand,  no  art  evade. 

Yo» 
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You  have  often  read  and  heard  of  fuch  threatenings  anA 
devaftations  elfewhere  ;  but  did  not  look  on  thenn  as  having 
the  leaft  relation  to  jourfelves.  Poffiblj  fonte  of  you  ima« 
ginedy  that  this  part  of  the  world  tiras  exempt  from  them. 
But  indeed  jour  anceftors  have  felt  them  many  times  tccorU 
ed  in  hiftorj^  probablj  manj  more.  However,  that^  jon  may 
think,  was  long  ago ;  and  would  be  long  ^nough^  before  it 
happened  again.  Yet  not  a  few  perfons,  now  alive,  remem- 
ber one  earthquake  in  this  citj  ;  and  thatjoli  tdzj  xMtdrisam 
of  being  fafer  than  they,  Providence  hath  token  care,  that  you 
ihall  feel  another.  Still,  when  you  had  (cfcaped  one  ihock, 
perhaps  you  thought  the  danger  was  over.  Therefore  yon 
have  felt  a  flronger.  And  which  of  you  can  be  fure,  that 
this  will  prove  the  laft  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  Neither  thefe  nor  the  former  have  done 
any  harm  \  and  therefore  why  ihould  we  fear  it  from  future 
ones  ?  But  let  me  tell  you,  earthquakes  have  done  harm  in 
this  kingdom,  in  this  town ;  overturned  many  private  honfes, 
)nany  churches,  not  without  the  lofs  of  many  lives.  But  if 
that  were  otherwife,  have  we  any  reafon  to  doubt,  but  the 
caufes  of  earthquakes  are  the  fame  here  as  iu  other  places  ? 
Why  then  may  not  the  effeSs  be  the  fame  in  our  days, 
though  formerly  they  have  been  lefs  ?  Who  can  look  into 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  and  aiSgn  a  reafon  ?  Place  the  canfe^ 
if  you  will,  contrary,  I  think,  to  plain  evid^ce,  not  in  -the 
earth,  but  the  air,  what  will  you  gain  by  it  ? .  Would  not.  a 
very  little  more  force,  nay  a  few  moments  longer  continu- 
ance of  the  fame  force,  that  ihook  our  houfes  the  other 
morning,  have  buried  many  or  moft  of  us  under  theoSf 
whencefoever  it  came }  And  if  it  had,  let  us  aik  ourfdve$i 
were  we  in  due  readinefs  to  have  appeared  before  God  ? 

No  longer  than  fifty-feven  years  ago,,  when  the  laft  earth* 
quake  before  thefe  was  felt  here ;  within  a  few  monihs  of  the 
fame  time,  near  aoco  perfon^  were  deftroyed  in  a  moment  by 
one  at  Jamaica  ;  and  near  100,000  by  another  in  Sicily.  Not 
three  years  and  a  half  ago,  in  liVna,.  the  principal  city  of  Prnt^ 
containing  6o,oco  inhabitants,,  5,000  periihed  by  an  earths 
quake  in  lefs  than  three  minutes,  and  but  twenty-five  houfes 
we  i  e  left  Handing.  At  the  fea  port  of  Callao,  belonging  toit, 
not  one  building,  not  o^e  £bip  efcaped,  and  only  ;^oo  inhabi- 

taaU 
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tants  out  of  7»oeo :  nor  were  there  fewer,  than  fizty  fliocka 
more,  in  thirty  dajs.  Indeed  at  the  fame  place,  thej  return  ge- 
nerally about  once  a  month,  and  with  great  violence  once  in  a 
few  years.  Ought  the  confideration  of  thefe  things  to  have 
no  tWeSt  upon  us  ?  Allowing  them  not  to  prove,  that  we 
ever  (hall  be  in  fo  dreadful  a  fituation ;  yet  they  prove,  that, 
for  aught  we  know,  wc  may  ;  they  ihew,  in  a  ftrong  light, 
the  terrors  of  divine  power ;  and  Ihould  remind  us  of  all  the 
other  reafons,  that  we  have,  to  ftand  in  awe  of  it,  both  in  this 
world  and  a  future  one ;  of  which  we  ought  to  think  without 
fach  warnings  ^  but  if  we  can  be  thoughtlefs  in  the  midft  of 
them,  we  are  void  of  all  excufe.  By  taking  pains  for  it,  wo 
may  bring  ourfelves  to  imagine  the  fufferings  of  others,  no 
concern  of  ours ;  and  our  own  danger,  a  very,  flight  one.  But 
do  w\B  refolve  thei^  that  nothing  (hall  move  us,  but  what  will 
deftroy  us  i  That  we  will  not  repent,  unlefs  we  are  attacked 
by  a  judgment,  that  will  leave  multitudes  of  us  no  time  to  re- 
pent ?  You  hs^ve,  in  the  revelation  of  St.  yobuy  this  prophet 
tic  defcription :  jind  the  fame  hour  there  was  a  great  earths 
quake^  and  the  tenth  part  of  the  city  fell;  and  in  the  earthquake 
viereflain  ofmen^  feven  thoufand ;  and  the  remant  were  af-^ 
frigbtedy  and  gave  glory  to  the  God  of  heaven^*  Had  it  not 
been- much  better,  that  all  ihould  have  been  preferved,  by 
giving  glory  to  God  in  time  ?  And  who  can  be  certain,  in 
fuch  a  caie,  that  he  may  not  be  one  amongft  thofe,  who  perilh, 
however  few  ? 

But  fuppofe  we  could  be  affiired,  that  this  land  of  oura 
would  for  ever  be  exempted  from  the  fevere  vifitations,  which 
fo  many  others  have  long  undergone,  do  ftill,  and  are  likely 
to  undergo,  who  hatlv  exempted  us  ?  Who  hath  wtade  us  ta 
differ  f  ?  Do  we  owe  him  nothing  on  that  account ;  that  ths 
lot  ie  fallen  unto  us  in  iofair  a  ground^  that  ive  have  {o  goodly 
a  heritage  X  ?  And  ought  fuch  mild  admonitions  from  God, 
as  we  have  lately  received,  of  what  he  could  do,  and  doth  not, 
to  pafs  by  us  unregarded  ?  Do  we  defpife  the  riches  of  his 
goodnefs  and  forbearance,  inftead  of  knowing,  that  it  leads  us  ta 
repentance  {  i    The  countrites  that  buffer  moft,  have  no  rieht 

*  RcT.  li.  13.  f  X  Cor»  iT.  7. 
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to  complain.  He  hath  dottbde£i  .wife,  though  ii^eaicfaaUf 
reafoosy  for  fubjefiing  them  to  the  calamities^  £mn  nrhicb  ha 
bath  preferred  others;  and  he  will  feSciently  ^iftingoiiii 
btreaficer  the  good  and  the  bad»  whom  at  any  time  he  involves 
in  a  common  calamity  here.  Yet  furely  we  are  glad,  evesy 
one  of  tiSy  that  we  are  not  in  their  condition  {  and  whatCTer 
-we  have  canfe  to  be  glad  o^  we  haye  caufe  to  be  thankful  faa 
it»  to  the  author  of  all  good* 

But  perhaps  you  will  fay :  ^^  Thefe  things  are  natand ; 
^  and  therefore  what  fismidation  is  there  for  confideriog  them 
^'  in  a  religions  light  ?'^  But  fuppofing  they  are,  which  is 
more  thafi  we  know,  is  not  the  whole  frame  of  things^  of  ow 
bodies  and  our  fonls^  natural  ?  And  ar^e  we  therefore  to  coft* 
£der  none  of  them  in  a  religious  light,  we  are  to  ooni- 
der,  them  all  fo»  Life  and  death  ar^  natnral.  Judgment 
h^ven  and  hell,  sre  joft  as  aaturaU  For  what  is  natate? 
The  order 'eftabliihed  by  a  wife  and  holy  God*  And  muft  he 
not  defign,  that  we  ihouhl  learn  from  every  part  of  it,  efpe- 
cially  the  mod  ftriking  parts,  to  honour  him,  and  fear  befor* 
the  Lord  *  ?  He  forefaw  from  the  beginning,  that  coaftaat 
and  nniform  impreffions  on  our  minds  would  be  apt  to  grow 
faint  and  languid.  Therefore  he  interwove,  in  his  origusi 
fcheme,  incidents  that  fhould  alarm  us  from  time  to  tioie.  Is 
that  provifion  of  his  a  reafoo,  why  wp  fii0uld  not  b« 
farmed  ? 

JTerror  alone  indeed  is  of  no  ufe.  And  God  forbid,  that  I 
fliould  endeavour  to  raife  it  in  any  of  yon,  were  nothing  bet- 
ter likely  to  follow.  But  generally  fpeaking,  it  is  the  fiiftf 
the  ftrongeft  motive  to  reformation.  And  though  dread  of 
future  punifhments  ought  to  have,  that  of  prefent  often  hath, 
the  moil^  powerful  influence  in  exciting  fentiments  of  pietj, 
and  thence  of  virtue  \  which  are  both  of  them  pradi£ed  after- 
wards from  more  ingenuous  principles..  Wiib  myfiml  baw  I 
dejired  thee  in  the  night  ^  yea^  with  my  f pint  vfitUm  me  wiB  I 
feek  thee  early.  For  when  thy  judgments  are  in  the  earthy  tie 
inhabitant s  of  the  world  will  leam  righteoufmtJs\^  And  this 
particular  judgment,  of  which  we  have  had,  in  comparifoo,  ib 
gentle  an  intimation,  appears  from  fcripture  to  have  been  pe- 
culiarly intended  and  employed,  through  fucceflive  genen* 

tionS| 
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tionSy  to  give  mankind  a  fenfe  of  reverence  and  duty  towards 

•liim^   %vho  removetb  the  mountains j  and  overturnetb  tbem  in  bis 

^nger  /  wbojbaketh  tbe  earth  out  o/ ber  place^  and  the  pillars 

thereof  trenAle^ .     When  the  law  was  delivered  at  mount  Si-' 

mai^   tbe  whole  mountain^  we  ready  quaked  greatly  f..     When 

'Corah  and  his  company  rebelled  againft  the  Lord  ;  the  ground 

that  v}as  under  tbem  clave  a/under^  the  earth  opened. her  mouthy 

itind  JwaUowed  tbem  up.:  they  went,  down  alvoe  into  tbe  pit  i 

yand  ti^e  earth  clofed  upon  them^  and  they  peri/bed  from,  among 

4he  congregationX'  In  the  day  oiSaul^  when  the  Lard  avenged 

JJrael  Qi  the  Philiftines,  there  was  a  trembling  in  the  field  ; 

Mnd  the  .earth  quaked ,-  .it  was  a  trembling  of  -God  ^.     When 

<he  delivered  David  from  the  hand  of  his  enemies,  tbe  very 

foundations  of  the  hills  Jhooi  and  were  removed,  hecaufe  he  was 

^vroth  |J«     When  his  awn  people  provoked  him  to  difpleafure;^ 

'Jiis  threatening  in  Ifaiah  is :   T^boujbalthe  vifited  of  the  Lord 

jofbofis  with  thunder jt  and  with  earthquakes,  and  great  noife^ 

voitb^orm  and  tfmpejl  ^.   Sometimes  indeed  exprei&ons,  like 

-thefCy  may  fignify  only  diforders  and  commotions  in  kingdoms 

and  dates,  fuch  as  we  experieneed  not  many  y^ars  ago,  and 

•liad  rcafon  to  pray  with  the  pfalmift.:  O  God^  thoubqfl  cajl  us 

roffy  thou  bqfifcattered  usy  thou  baf  been  difpleafed  :   0  turn 

tbyfelf  to  us  again^     Thou  hajl  made  the  >eartb  to  tremble  ^ 

heal  tbe  breaches  thereof  for  it  Jhaketh  **.     But  there  was  in 

Jfaiah'*s  age  a  literal  earthquake,  fo  confiderable,  that  we  find 

it  ferved  afterwards^  boxh  for  a  dat^  to  mark  times  ft,  ^nd^ 

«ven  at  the  diftance  of  two  hundred  years,  for  a  proverbial 

^efcription  of  terrors   TeJbaUJiee^  like  as  ye Jled from  before 

4be  earthquake^  in  the  days  ofUj6%iab^  king  ofjudab  %%.     A- 

^in^  Jeremiah  fets  forth  the  wickednefs  of  the  Jewi/h  nation^ 

too  lik^  our  xjwn,  aud  its  confequences,  thus :  My  people  is 

fooltjb^  they  .have  not  known  me  :  they  are  wife  to  do  evil,  but 

to  do  good -they  have  no  knowledge.     I  beheld  tbe  snountain^ 

jandlo,  they  trembled ;  and  ail  tbe  bills  moved  lightly^     I  he^ 

held,  and  lof  there  was  no  man  :  tbe  fruitful  place  was  a  wiL 

dernefsy  and  all  the  cities  thereof  were  broken  down  at  tbe  pre^ 

Vol-  IIL  3  X  fence  ^ 
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fence  of  the  Lordy  and  hy  his  fierce  anger*.  Once  more,  God 
is  introduced  in  the  prophet  E^ekiel^  iiCng  thefe  words  :  In 
^y  j^^^^Hfy>  ^^^  the  fire  of  my  wrath ^  have  I  fpoien:  fitrely 
in  that  day  there fhall  be  a  great  fhaking  in  the  land  of  If  rati ; 
fo  that  thefifhes  of  the  fea^  the  fowls  of  the  heaven^  and  the 
heafls  of  the  field  J  and  all  the  men  that  are  upon  the  face  of  the 
earthy  fhall fhake  at  tny  prefence  ;  and  the  mountains  fhall  le 
thrown  down^  and  thefleep  places  fall,  and  every  wall  fhall faS 
to  the  ground :  thus  will  I  magnify  my f elf  in  the  eyes  of  many 
nations  ;  and  they  fhall  know^  that  I  am  the  Zordf^ 

Nor  doth  the  Old  Teftament  only  give  us  thefe  awful  ideas; 
but  in  the  New,  no  lefs  than  three  of  the  four  evangdifls  re- 
cord our  Saviour  to  have  foretold,  thfet,  before  his  coming  to 
judgment.  Nation  Jball  rife  againfl  nation,  and  kingdom  agmnfi 
kingdom,  and  great  earthquakes  fhall  he  in  divers  places,  and 
famines  and  peflilences  ;  and  fearful  fights  and  great  figns  fheH 
4here  he  from  heaven  :  all  thefe  are  the  beginning  of  forrovssX- 
Now  mofl  of  thefe,  it  muft  be  owned,  we  have  feen  and  felr. 
Yet  I  am  far  from  concluding,  j^nd  would  counfel  others  cot 
to  be  raih  in  concluding  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  times  and 
feafons,  which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his  own  power  ^,  But 
ive  are  authorifed  to  conclude,  that  fuch  vifitations  may  be 
tokens  of  wonderful  changes,  in  the  natural,  in  the  civil 
world ;  as  indeed  the  book  of  Revelation  affords  a  ground  to 
believe,  that,  fooner  of  later,  they  will :  def(;ribing  many 
grand  periods  of  time,  «3  introduced  by  thefe  fore-runners. 
Or  however  that  be,  wc  cannot  err  in  concluding,  that  a  God 
fo  great  in  counfel  and  mighty  in  work,  muft  have  his  eyes  open 
on  all  the  ways  of  the  fons  of  men ^  to  give  every  one  according 
to  the  fruit  of  his  doings  || .  Whether  at  the  prcfent  time, 
vwhether  in  the  prefent  life,  appears  not  yet.  And  I  would 
not  terrify  the  worft  firmer  among  you  beyond  reafon.  Poffi- 
bly  wc  may  feel  no  more  of  thefe  fliocks.  Poffibly  no  da- 
mage may  attend  them  if  we  do.  But  is  poffibility,  is  pro- 
bability, in  a  matter  fo  totally  out  of  fight,  firm  ground  enough 
for  you  to  ri&  your  fouls  upon  ?     Even  were  it  certainty, 

hath 
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hath  God  no  other  means,  than  earthquakes,  to  deal  with 
men  as  they-  deferve  ?  Or  is  not  every  part  of  the  creation 
ready  to  execute  his  vengeance,  whenever  he  bids  it.  SureJy 
then  you  fhould  have  immediate  recourfe  to  the  fcripture 
temedy,  the  only  infallible  one,  againil  this  and  all  dangers, 
Jland  in  awe^  and  Jin  not  *. 

.    3ut  perhaps  you  will  objcift  ;  "  We  are  not  convinced  that 
**  our   danger,  be  there  ever  fo  much,  proceeds  from  fin." 
*'  We  are  not  greater  finners  than  others ;  they  that,  fuller 
**  moil  by  fudden  ftrokes,  are  not  greater ;  oUr  Saviour  hath 
**  told  us,  that  they  are  not  f."     But  he  faid  it  of  fome  only, 
not  of  all ;  and  to  what  end  did  he  fay  it  of  thofe  ?     To  make 
men  thoughtlefs  and  carelefs  about  themfelves  ?     No  ^  entire^^ 
ly  to  make  them  charitable  in  their  judgments  about  their  bre- 
thren*    On  what  foundation  then  do  we  of  this  nation,  this 
city,  fay,  we  are  not  worfe  than  others  ?     I  am  fenfible,  the 
countries  around  us  are  very  wicked.    And  it  might  be  as 
fruitlefs,  as  it  would  be  a  melancholy  employment,  to  exa- 
mine, which  are  worfe,  *we  or  they.     Yet  furcly  our  luxury 
tad  extravagance^  our  debauchery  and  intemperance^  our  mad- 
fiefs  for  pleafure  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  our  felfiihnefs 
'  and  profligate  corruption,  our  uncharitable  divifions,  alas ! 
bur  many  other  fins  that  might  be  named^  are^  not  eafily  pa-^ 
rallelled  any  where  eKe.     But  fuppofing  them  to  equal  us  in 
this  horrid  competition ;-  do  they  fin  as  openly,  as  avowedly 
as  we,  glorying  in  their  Jbame  %  ?     Arc  they  unpuniflied,  un- 
reftrained^  I  had  almoft  faid  indulged,  as  here  ?     I  conceive 
not.     Or  if  they  were  as  boldly  and  fecurely  vicious  in  com- 
'  moQ  life ;  ate  they  as  regardlefs  too  of  him  that  made  them  ? 
I  believe  no  one  nation  in  the  Chriftian  world  is,  or  ever  wasj 
Many  individuals  may ;  but  is  the  generality,  the  bulk  of 
high  and  low,  fo  profane  any  where  ;  fo  contemptuoufly  ne-« 
gligent  of  God,  and,  in  confequence  of  that,  fo  utterly  dcfli- 
tute  of  all  profpe£l  and  all  principle  of  amendment  ?     Or  ad- 
mitting even  this ;  yet,  in  many  other  nations,  ill-giroundcd, 
fuperftitious,  unworthy  opinions  make  up  a  confiderable  part 
of  their  religious  belief ;  on  which'  account,  it  is  more  excu- 
fable,  if  fome  are  tempted  to  defpife  the  whole ;  while  others 

3X2  rely 
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lAy  on  emptj  forms,  or  impious  obfervances,  even  to  appee£fir 
God  on  fuch  occafions,  as  the  prclent.  Bat  you  hare  a  ra- 
tional and  -moral  religion,  with  plain  inftrudions  in  it,  and 
Home  exhortations  to  live  fuitably  to  it,  ^refled  upon  you  ooii-» 
tinually ;  and  yoi>  love  darkneifs  rather  than  light j  hecanfe  jontr 
deeds  are  evil*.  Nay,  more  than  stfew,  not  eon  tent  to  dif- 
obey  it,  ridicnle  it,>  inveigh  againft-it,  teach  others  to  do  lb 
too  ;  fome,  in  mere  wanton  gaiety  ;  others,  with  »  zeal  quite 
enthufiaftic.  And  for  what  end?  Hatre  they  a  iyftemof 
do&rines  and  precepts  to  fet  up,  more  honourable  to  the  Su- 
preme Being,  more  beneficial  to- human  fociety,  better  fitted  to 
enlighten  the  underftanding,  to  dignify  the  heart  ?  And  is  it 
to  eftablifli  this,  that  they  depreciate  Chriftiaility ?  No; 
however  highly  and  extravagantly  fome  of  them,  now  and 
then,  affeft  to  talk  of  natural  religion ;  yet  in  faflf,  none  of 
them,  fo  far  as  appears,  either  praftife  or  ftatedly  profefs  it ; 
but  they  live  without  God,  and  die  without  hope  f .     Nor  have 

.  we  only  our  means  of  knlowledge,  but  our  libferty,  our  plenty, 
our  numberlefs  mercies  of  every  kind,  to  aggravate  our  traafw 
greffions.  And  ftill  can  we  plead,  that  we  are  no  worfe  than 
others  ?  Or  if  we  could,  what  comfort  is  there  in  that,  if  we 
are  bad  enough  to  deferve  God*s  indignation ;  and  growing 
yearly  and  daily  to  deferve  a  higher  degree  of  it ;  abounding 
more  and  more  in  our  old  vices,  and  adding  new  and  unna- 
tural ones  to  them  ?  Doth  our  Sa\Mour  fay,  that  fuch,  u 
can  flatter  themfelves,  they  are  not  greater  finners   than  o- 

•  thers,  need  not  be  afraid  ?  Quite  the  contrary,  he  faith,  £*- 
ccpt  ye  repent,  ye  Jhall  all  likevjife  pcrijh  J.  And,  I  beg  yotf 
obferve,  the  general  terror  of  that  faying  hath  now  been  par- 
ticularly pointed  towards  this  fcity,  the  head- quarters  and  ex- 
ample of  wic4<^ednefs  to-  the  whole  ifland;  This  very  place 
Kath  been  the  centrf ;  both  of  the-  firft  and  the  fecond  fhock ; 
and  they  have  crctended  but  few  miles  round  it.  Doth  not. 
that  look  very  like  an  efpecial  denunciation  againft  us  ?  And 
ihould  it  not  incline  us  to  take  the  prophet's  direfHon :  ^le 
voice  of  the  Lord  aietb  unto  the  city  ;  and  t^e  man  of  wif* 
dom  Jf^"ll  fee  thy  name  :  hear  yc  the  rody  and  who  hath  ap* 
pointed  it.^, 

Some^ 
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iSome,  I  am  told,  hare  refolved  to  flj  away  from  hence 

tipon  it,  and  then  imagine  thej  fhaU  be  out  of  all  hazard.. 

But  do  you  hope  to  fly  from  God  ?    Fly  from  your  iniquities 

to  God,  if  yoir  would  be  fafe.     Other  precautions  will  avail 

you  little.     You  had  one  alarm  a  month  ago.    Have  you  left 

off  a  fin  or  a  folly  iince,  done  a  deed  of  charity,  or  made  a 

hearty  prayer  the  more  for  it  ?    The  public  appearance  o£ 

^ngs,  I  amfure,  hath  been  aTmoft  in  all  refpe^s  the  fame) 

aad  in  very  many  fuch  as  it  ough^  by  no  means  to  be.     You 

have  now  had  a  fecond  and  more  terrifying  admonition.  Hath 

even  that  brought  you  to  any  determinate  good  refolutiqns  ? 

If  pot,  what  do  you:  think  will  ?    And  what  mull  become  of 

you*   if  nothing  do  ?    Miftake  me  not  to  mean,  that  this  one 

fright  ihotdd  have  more  efFeft  upon  you  fingly,  than  all  the 

ftanding  motives  to  reformation  put  togetlier.  But  ftill,  when 

it  hath  peculiarly  awakened  you,  and  revived  the  impreflions 

of  them  all  on  your  minds,  if  you  fufFer  them  to  wear  out 

again,   and  retapfe  into  your  former  inconfideratenefs,  you 

Ivill  be  too  likely  to  fleep  on,  till  your  final  ruin  overtakes 

you.     This  warning  was  defigned  for  a  iignal  mercy  to  you. 

If  you  flight  it,  what  can  you  expeft,  but  to  be  left  for  the 

future  to  the  hardnefs  of  your  own  hearts  ?    Even  fliould 

more  of  the  fame  kind  follow,  it  is  moll  likely  that  you  will 

grow  accuftomed  to  them;  and  like  thoufands  of  poor  wretche:^ 

abroad,  purfue  your  fins  fearlefsly,  with  all  the  elements,  in 

their  turn,  threatening  from  time  to  time  immediate  perdition 

to  you. 

But,  it  may  be,  more  than  a  feW  of  you  have  felt  no  fmall 
eonvi&ionsr  for  fome  days  pall  j  only  you  dare  not  exprefj 
•  them,  either  in  words  or  behaviour,  becaufe  the  reft  of  the 
world  would  defpife  you.  Yet  perhaps,  all  the  while,  many 
of  them  are  under  jufl  the  fame  difficulty.  You  are  afraid 
of  their  contempt,  they  are  afraid  of  yours  ;  and  would  you, 
on  both  fides,  difcovcr  your  fentiments,  you  would  fupport 
one  another  in  what  is  right,  inftead  of  awing  one  another 
into  what  is  wrong.  But  were  you  to  Hand  Angle  ;  are  you 
to  ftifle  and  bcly  your  fear  of  God  for  fear  of  man  ?  Remem«. 
ber  what  our  Lord  and  Mailer  hath  declared  to  thofe  who 
arf  q/bofaed  ofbimdndhis  words ^  in  a  Jinful  and  adulterous 

generation. 
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generation  *•  Very  probabljr,  in  the  dajs  of  Noahy  in  thofe 
before  the  overthrow  of  Sodom^  there  were  perfons  diftarbed 
not  a  little  within/  at  the  lives  thej  led,  and  the  threatsnings 
they  heard ;  but  ftill,  they  knew  not  how  to  do  otherwife 
than  all  around  them  did.  S6  they  went  on  with  the  crowd: 
tbey  eatf  they  dranh^  thtj  planted^  thef  bui/ded,  they  bought^ 
they  foldy  they  married^  they  wfre  given  in  marriage ,-  and 
knew  not,  till  the  flood  catne^  and  took  them  away;  till  it  raim^ 
edfire  and  brim/lone  from  heaveny  and  defrayed  them  ailf» 

But  you  will  fay,  **  Are  we  then^  at  fuch  times  as  thele^ 
'*  to  lay  alide  the  common  bufinefs  an4  offices  of  life  ?"  Qq 
no  account.  Lay  them  aiide  always  on  this  day,  as  moch  as 
you  can  :  but  on  others,  it  is  not  following  them,  it  is  not 
attending  to  them  diligently,  the  far  greateft  part  ofyoor 
time;  but  attending  to  them  f o  as  to  negled  or  break  through 
higher  obligations,  that  is  the  (in.  The  proper  employments 
of  each  perfons  ftation  are  duties  to  which  God  hath  called 
him :  but  they  are  to  be  done  from  an  inward  principle  of 
fubmii&on  tq  his  wit],  with  a  ju(t  fenfe  of  the  vanity  of  this 
world,  of  the  importance  of  the  ne^^t,  and  with  a  iierions  c^LTt, 
Jo  to  pafj  through  things  temporal,  that  we  finally  lofe  not  the 
things  eternal  X' 

"  But  if  bufinefs  be  allowable,  are  not  ^iverlions  too  ?^' 
With  what  intent  do  you  alk  this  ?  Is  it  not  indeed,  that  you 
may  exclaim  again  ft  your  teachers,  it  may  be  your  religion 
alfo,  as  unreafonably  rigid,  if  we  anfwer  one  ^ay ;  and  pre- 
tend, that  we  approve  of  your  going  on  J4ift  as  you  do,  if  we 
anfwer  th^  other  way  ?  Come  with  a  better  ^meaning,  and 
a&,  and  you  ihall  have  fatlsfadlion.  But  you  may  have  it 
now.  We  dare  not  take  upon  us  to  fay,  that  all  amufements 
are  unlawful,  to  all  perfons,  at  all  times.  We  believe  they 
are  often  innocent,  (bmetimes  ufeful  and  requifite.  But  we 
muft  fay,  and  wo\;14  to  God  the  people  of  this  land  would 
'hear  ub,  for  they  have  great  need;  that  living  to  them,  and 
doating  on  them,^  in  the  manner  now  conmionly  pra&ifed,  is 
a  heinous,  crying,  pernicious  fin.  Fortunes  are  impaired  and 
ruined  ;  creditors  poftponed  and  defrauded;  healUis  worn  oat, 

■'  and 


*  Mark  viii.  38.  \  Matth.  xxiv.  38,  39.     Lvkc  XTii.  »7,  28,  29. 

\  Colic  a,  4th  Sunday  after  Trinity. 
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and  lives  thrown  away ;  children  taught  nothing  that  they 
ongfaty  and  initiated  early  into  every  thing  that  they  ought 
not ;  family,  private,  public  affairs,  dif regarded ;  modefty  un« 
derminej,  and  common  honefty  put  to  trials,  which  often  get 
the  better  of  it ;  and  aU  by  the  means  of  fuch  a  mad  purfuit 
of  pleafure  and  entertainment  of  every  kind,  real  or  imagi- 
nary, through  almoft  every  waking  hour,  as  was  formerly 
unknown  here,  but  hath  been  of  late  years  continually  in- 
creaiing  ;  and  is,  if  there  be  poffible  room  for  it,  increafing 
ftill,  and  fpreading  wider,  amongft  all  ranks  of  people,  in  de- 
fiance to  religion,  to  reafon,  to  law :  even  they  who  make  the 
laws,  they  who  fhould  execute  them,  they  who  fliould  fee  that 
(heir  inferiors  execute  them^  jbining  openly  in  the  violation 
of  them,  and  fo  inviting  all  around  thtm  to  do  the  fame. 

Bat  could  all  thefe  ihifchiefs  be  avoided  in  fuch  a  courfe 
of  life  ;  yet  is  it  nothing,  that  your  time,  your  thoughts,  your 
fouls  are  filled  with  trifles  and  follies  ;  that  you  are  engaged 
in  them  too  late  over  night,  to  Attend  here  the  next  morning 
on  the  worlhip  and  inftrudion  which  your  Maker  hath  ap- 
pointed ;  that  fuch  multitudes,  inftead  of  fo  important  a  work, 
fpend  the  former  part  of  this  holy  day  in  needlefs  vifitings 
and  airings,  idle  excurfions  and  parties  ;  and  not  a  fete,  the 
latter  part  in  debauchery  or  gaming  ;  that  you  lay  afide,  it 
may  be  feared  entirely,  the  mod  improving  duties  of  felf- 
infpedion  and  private  prayer ;  forget  God,  and  give  your- 
felves  up  to  the  world ;  that  you  cling  to  thefe  vanities,  even 
at  the  age  when  they  become  you  the  worft,  till  you  drop 
into  eternity,  with  your  heads  and  your  hearts  full  of  nothing 
eHe ;  and  yet,  on  the  merit  of  this  wife  condud,  apprehend 
yourfclves  entitled  to  fcom,  inftead  of  honouring,  thofe  who 
aft  on  other  principles  ? 

If  you  cannot  ufe  diverfions,  without  running  into  fuch 
lengths,  indeed  without  danger  of  coming  in  fight  of  them, 
you  are  bound,  as  you  value  your  falvation,  not  to  ufe  them 
at  all.  And  though  you  can  ufe  them  ever  fo  fafely,  it  will 
both  be  pious,  prudent  and  charitable,  to  abftain  from  all  of 
them  often,  and  from  fome  of  them  perhaps  altogether  ;  were 
it  only  to  guard  others,  to^whom  they  may  be  Icfs  fafe  ;  and 
to  fhew  the  world,  what  it  feems  to  have  no  remaining  notion 
of,  that  life  maybe  fupported,  maybe  enjoyed,  without  them. 
•     2  The 
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The  prefent  feafon  of  Lent  ufcd  to  be  a  teftimony  of  this : 
but  of  late  all  methods  have  been  employed  to  make  it  a  tef« 
timony  of  the  contrary ;  by  crowding  into  it,  and  even  into 
the  moil  facred  week  of  it,  as  many  entertainments,  both  m 
private  houfes  and  public  theatres,  as  can  be  contrived.  H 
thefe  things  are  wrong,  why  may  not  you  take  the  prefect 
opportunity,  when  you  have  had  fo  loud  a  4:all  to  ferioufncfss 
for  beginning  to  praftife  a  little  more  of  it  than  ordinary ; 
:and,  for  that  purpofe,  keep  back  from  fome  places,  to  which 
clfe  you  might  have  gone  ?  Let  others  guefs  the  reafon.  If 
they  aik,  let  them  know  it.  If  they  deride  you,  either  enter 
upon  the  fubjed,  or  avoid  it,  as  you  fee  a  likelihood,  or  none, 
toi  doing  good ;  but  at  leaft  keep  to  your  point,  with  temper, 
with  charity,  yet  with  refolution, . 

*'  But  if  we  a&  thus,  all  the  world  will  ihun  us  4  we  fltall 
^*^be  left  alone:  what  fliall  we  do?"  The  more  valuable 
part  of  the  world  will  not  fhun  you  ;  and  the  lofs  of  fome  of 
.  your  company  may  be  vttj  far  from  doing  harm.  It  is  likc- 
Jy  you  will  hav^  a  good  desal  more  time  to  yourfelves  ;  but 
can  you  not  find,  have  you  not  already,  full  employment  for 
.it  ?  Difcreet  condu&  of  your  own  'afiairs,  kind  affiilance  of 
others,  needful  care  of  your  health,  proper  improvement  of 
your  mind  in  ufeful  knowledge,  thefe  things  may  fnrdy  fiQ 
up  no  fmall  part  of  your  day.  But  there  is  another  work, 
ihe  moft  neceflary  of  all,  the  one  thing  needful*  \  to  which^ 
perhaps,  you  have  not  applied,  near  fo  much  as  it  requires, 
jiear  fo  much  as  you  imagine  ;  I  mean  a  ierious  pradical  at« 
tention  to  your  fpiritual  ftate.  Surely  you  muft  be  fenfible, 
that  the  bufinefs  of  a  Chriftian  is,  not  only  to  abilain  from 
grofs  wickednefs,  and  obferve  the  forms  of  piety,  but  to  mor- 
tify that  love  of  the  world  and  of  pleaifure,  which  is  inconfift* 
cnt  with  the  love  of  the  F(fther\\  ztmSifet  our  affcBions  on 
things  above ^  where  Chrijl  Jitteth  at  the  right  hand  of  GodX\ 
t9  cultivate  and  exercife  equity,  mildnefs  and  charity  towards 
all  men  ;  and  perform,  from  a  right  principle,  every  duty  of 
every  focial  relation  \  yet  to  know,  that  after  all  we  are  wn- 
profitable  fervants  §  ;  and  muft  rely,  not  on  our  own  rightc- 
oufnefs,  but  the  mercy  of  the  gofpel.    Great  numbers  amongt 

y«m 

•  Luk«  x..4».        t  I  John  11, 15.        \  CoL  111.  X, ».       \  L«^  xrii  i& 
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;^ou  doubtlefs  are^  and  may  long,  perhaps  always,  have  beeni 
tehat  common  language  calls  morale  and  eVen  religious  per- 
Ibns  ;  but  are  you  what  an  awakened  confcience^  what  the 
Jc^ipture  of  truth  *^  calls  f o  ?    Compare  thaty  and  the  direc- 
tions ^^hi6h  wife  and  good  men  hare  drawn  out  of  it  for  your 
txfe,  yfrith  your  pad  a&lons,  words^  and  thoughts.    Examine 
lM>th  weU,  without  frightening  yourfelves  unreafdnably,  or 
accuiing  yourfelves  tmjuftly^  but  without  flattering  yourfelves 
at  all ;  remembering  that  God  is  merciful,^  but  remembering 
alfo  th&t  he  is  holy.     This,  alone  may  prove  no  ihort  taik.^ 
And  if  the  inquiry  end  On  the  whole!  in  your  favour^  as  Grod 
grant  it  may,  frequent  refledions^  that  your  Maker  is  your 
friend,  and  healren  your  inheritance^  will  enable  you  to  pafii 
your  fdtifre  days  very  joyfully,  hQw  little  foever  may  btt 
contributed  of  fuperficial  happinefs  from  iinj  other  quarter. 
But  at  th^  bcft^  you  will  affuredly  perceive  at  the  fame  time^ 
what  -will- give  you  ftill  further  occupation^  many  things  in 
JrourfdVdS  to  beg  forgivenefs  for^  to  amend,  to  watch  over. 
And  iholiU  yoti  find^  as  I  fear  too  dany  of  you  will,  that 
your  heart  as  yet  is  not  right  in  the  Jight  of  God  ;  that  you 
Are  flill  ifi  the  gallbf  bitternefs  and  the  bond  0/ iniquity  f ;  here 
Xvill  be  Work  enough  for  you  to  do,  though  every  thing  un- 
necefiary  be  left  Undoncf ;  to  humble  yourfelves  before  him 
.   with  deep  contrition  ;  to  lay  hold  on  his  offered  mercy^  with 
true  faith  iii  the  merits  of  his  Son }  to  pray  for  his  grace,- 
and  ufe  it ;  to  cleanfe  yourf elites  from  allfitthinefs  offlejb  and 
Spirit  t-   'Never  aik  tvhat  you  fliall  do  with  your  fpare  time, 
till  you  haVe  gone  through  thefe  things.     And  when  yoit 
have,  if  Che  late  providential  warning  hath  beeli,-  in  the  leaft 
degree,  the  Occ&iion  of  your  undertaking  them^  you  will  blef^ 
God  to  your  dying  dsty  for  thcf  alarm  which  it  gatre  you. 

Amidft  the  innumerable  and  ineftimable  privileges  belong* 
ing  tothofe  who  have  acquainted  tbemfelves  with  him^  and  are 
at  peace  $j  one,  peculiarly  proper  to  be  meiitibn^d  nawy  is,  that 
while  they  preferve  their  integ^ityy  they  will  never  have 
^aufe  to  be  difmayed  Or  diftiirbed  at  whatever  happens  in  this 
world.  Some  good  perfons,-  indeed,  may  be  temptetfto  accuftf 
themfelves  of  an  irreligious  infenfibility^  that  they  have  felt 
Vol.  IIL  jY      .  n^ 

♦  Jban.  X.  a  I.        I  Afts  vni.  2^,  l^.        \  %  Cof.  ti?-  i^        {  Job  xrii  ii, 
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so  more  on  the  late  occafion :  but  if,  on  anj  occafion^  they 
have  felt  enough  to  ^ake  them  fear  God  and  ferve  him,  let 
them  never  be  grieved  at  What,  in  all  likelihood,  is  merelj* 
eonftitutionaly  if  it  be  not  rather  a  pious. ferenity.     We  read,, 
that  when  Elijah  Jloo4  hefore  tSe  hordj  fitft  a  great  andjir^mg 
'Wind  rent  tie  mountains y  and  broke  in  pieces  the  rocks  /  InH  the 
Lord  was  not  in  the  wind  :  after  the  wind  was  an  earthquake^ 
hut  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake  :  after  the  earthqwLoke 
was  afire  j  hut  the  Lord  was.  not  in  the  fire  :  etfter  the  jfinr 
was  afmaUfUll  *ooicey  and  in  that  God  fpoke  to  his  fervant** 
IT  then  he  hath  fpoken  to  u&  ever  fo  gently,,  and  we  Have 
heard  him,  it  fhould  be  matter:  df  comfort,  not  defpoodencj^ 
that  he  hath  fouiid  no  need  of  ufing  words  of  terror  to  us- 
But  a  xuuch'  commoner  cafe  is,  that  pious  minds  are  ftntck 
on  thefe  extraordinary  manifcffations  of  divine  power,  with 
great  fudden  horror-    So  was  David :  Myflefb  frenAUth  for 
ftar  of  thee ,-.  and  I  am  efraid^  of  thy  judgments  +.     So  was- 
Mofes  at/mQunt-^sWiVwhen  he  faid,  /  exceedingly  tremble,  and' 
qtfake  t*     Therefore  never  do  you,  of  weaker  it>iiits,  eithe* 
think  ill  of  yourfelves,,  or  wonder  if  your  feelings  are  botb- 
more  painful  and  more  durable  than  you  wifli»    Still  they 
are  eiTentially  different  from  thoie  of  wicked  peribns*     Yons 
dependence  on  God  will,  enable  you  to  check  your  apprehcsft-* 
fionsy  in  &me  mealttre,,when  atithe  highefi,^  and  iu  a  while 
to  recover  your  former  tranquillity  :  ta  fay  with  Joh^  TThugh^ 
He  flay  me^  yet  will  I  tmfl  in  him^  :  or  in  the  more  triumph* 
ant  language  etf*  the  Pfalmifl :.  God  is  onr  hope  and'flrength^ 
a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble..     "Therefore  will  we  n9t  fear, 
though  the  earth  he  moved^  and  though  the  hills  he  carried  into 
tie  tnidfl  oftbefea  {j.    The  whole  frame  of  nature,.. and  every 
thing  that  comes  to  pafs  m  it,,  is  f j'iendly  to  perfohs  in  eaneft 
ireligious,  a;»d  worlds  togethev^for  their  g^od%.    Life  tr  deeuby 
things  prefent  or  thitigs  to  come^  all  things  are  their s^cmd  they 
are  Chrifi^s^  and  Chrifl  is  Cod^s**.     Earthquakes  in  parti* 
cular,  terrible  as  they  appear,- have  often  been  marks  of  God's 
favour  to  his  people.     There  was  one  at  the  death,  another 
at  the  refurcedion  of  onr  blefibd  Lord  i  the  two  great  bul- 
warks. 

*-  I  Kings  xix.  II,  1%.        f  Pf.  cxix.  no.  )  HA.  xu.  if. 
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^warks  ofChriftian  comfort.  At  ^i^  day  of  Pentecq/l,  ibere 
€ame  a  found  from  heaven,  ae  qfa  rufbing  mighty  wind*^  prd« 
bttbly  fomewhat  refemUing  the  found  which  jou  heard  fo 
lately-.  In  a  fhort  time  after,  on  the  firft  attempt  of  perfe* 
muting  the  difciplea,  when  they  had  pray  ed^  the. place  wasjha-* 
Jken  vfhere  they  were  djfimblcd  together  ;  and  they  were  allJUU 
ed  with  the  Holy  Ghojly  andfpake  the  word  of  God  with  bold^ 
nefsf*  Again^  when.Ptftf/  and  Silas  were  imprifoned,  while 
thcj  fang praifes  unto  God^* fuddenly  there  was  a  great  earths 
^quakty  fo  that  the  foundations  of  the  prifon.  werefhaken,  and 
all  tie  doorj  opened;  which  was  immediately  followed  bj  the 
converfion  of  the* jailor  and  hk  familj,  and  the  deliverance  of 
the  apoftle  and  his  companion  hj  the  magiftrafies  ]:•  Why 
then  Ihould  that  fo  greatly  affright  you,  which  bath  minifter*. 
•ed  to  fo  many  others  caufe  of  thanfgiving  ? 

•*  It  is  fomewhat  extremely  awful."  So  is  every  thing 
that  reminds  w%  "with  any  ftrenjgth,  of  God  ^nd  our  latter 
end.  And  yet;,  if  we  are  not  reminded  of  them  effeduallj;, 
we  are  undone  to  eternity.  It  is  not  near  fo  awful,  as  what 
you,  notwithftanding,  profefs  to  defire  and  pray  for ;  the  time 
when  he  ihall  come  toft  on  his  throne,  from  wbofeface  earth 
and  heaven  fbaU  fee  away^  and  no  place  he  found  for  them  §. 
''  But  we  may  be  fwallowed  up  infiantly/'  You  may  this 
Tery  inftant.  And  fo  you  may  die,  every  moment,  a  thou- 
fand  other  ways  befides.  But  do  you  not  4M>nfider  in  whole 
power  it  is  whether  you  fliall  or  not  ?  Cannot  God  preferve 
you  ?  And  will  he  not,  if  it  be  for  your  advantage  ?  Hear 
the  Pfalmift  :  Whofo  dwelleth  under  4he  defence  of  the  M(fl 
High,  Jball  abide  under  the  fbadow  of  the  Almighty  i  T%ou 
fhalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  nighty  nor^he  defiruclicm 
that  wajleth  at  noon^day.  A  thoufand Jhall  fall  at  thyfde^ 
and  ten  thoujand  at  thy  right  hand  ;  but  itjhcdl  not  £ome  nigh 
thee.  With  thine  eyes  fhalt  thou  behold^  and  fee  the  reward  of 
the  ungodly  ||.  But  if  he  thinks  it  proper  you  ihould  die  now, 
why  is  it  not  bed  for  you  ?  Shall  you  not  efcapc  by  it  innu- 
merable unknown  temptations  and  hazar^ls  to  your  foul,  and 
be  fafe  and  happy  for  ever  ?    Humility  bids  you  pray  againil 
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fudden  death  ;  but  refignation  bids  you  receive  it  very  ( 
tcntedlj,  if  after  all  God  choofes  it  for  jou.  In  the  moft  im- 
portant fenfcy  no  death  is  fudden,  for  which  jpu  are  prepar* 
ed ;  and  good  perfons  are  prepajred  always. 

But  perhaps  this  kind  of  vifitation  alarms  yop,  not  merdj 
as  a  dangerous  one,  but  as  a  token  that  God  is  angry*  And 
he  is  fo  ;  but  with  whom  ?  Not  with  the  good^  Or  if  he  be, 
it  is  only  a  fatherly  difpleafure  that  we  do  not  become  better. 
And  is  not  any  way  of  fhewing  that  infinitely  kinder  than 
leaving  us  unrepreved,  and  letting  us  grow  worfe  ?  If  then 
you  perceive  yourfelves  to  have  been  filling  into  Cn  or  ne- 
gligence,  be  thankful  for  fo  timely  a  warning,  and  reform* 
But  if  you  do  not,  or  if  you  have  reSified  your  couriie,  for 
the  honour  of  religion  be  of  good  courage.  Keep  far,  indeed, 
from  levity  of  heart,  fpeech  and  behaviour,  efpecially  in  rci- 
|ation  tq  a  providence,  intended  to  produce  very  di^erent  cf- 
feds ;  but  ftill  maintain  and  exprefs  a  peaceful,  a  cheerfol 
pompofure  ;  nor  let  it  once  be  faid,  that  ypi;  w^e  in  the 
greateft  fear,  who  have  caufe  for  none,  while  they  were  in 
none^  who  have  c^ufe  for  the  greateft.  Yet  if  you  cannot 
help  this,  coniider  it  pnly  as  a  very  pairdonat>le  wcakneis  ia 
yourfelves  ;  and  inftead  qf  entertaining  even  a  momentary 
thought  of  envying  them^  recoiled  with  tender  pity,  how 
fwift  the  hour  pf  that  inconceivably  more  terrible  fbock  is 
coming  upon  theqi,  which  the -words  of  St.  JobB  defcribc  in 
fo  awaking  a  manner.  And  J  bebeidy  and  Iq  there  war  a  great 
earthquake  :  and  the  fun  became  hlac^  as  fachcloth^  and  the 
moon  became  as  bloody  and  thenars  fell  unto  the  earth,  and  the 
heaven  departed  as  afcrott^  when  it  is  rolled  together ^  atui  eve- 
ry  mountain  an4  ifland  were  removed  out  of  their  placf*  And 
the  kings  of  the  earthy  and  the  great  men,  and  the  rich  and  the 
mighty^  and  every  bond-rmany  and  every  frfe^man^  ffid  thtwt- 
/elves  in  thf  dens  and  in  fhe  rqcis  of  the  mounfains^  and  faid  to 
the  mountains  and  the  rocks.  Fall  on  uSf  and  hide  us  from  thf 
face  of  him  thatftteth  on  the  throne ^  an4  frpt^  the  wrath  of- 
the  Lamb  ;  for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  come,  and  wh^ 
fball  be  able  tofland,  *  ?  If  you  defire  to  be  «ble,  your  only 
:f^'ay  i^,  to  obey  his  commands  during  life,  who  is  to. deter- 
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mine  your  everlafting  Hate  after  death  ;  obferving  the  apofl' 
tie's  exhortation,  with  which  I  conclude :  See  tbat^  ye  refufe 
not  bim^  that  fpeaketb^  For  if  they  efcaped  not,  who  refufed 
him  tbatfpake  on  earthy  af  the  delivery  of  the  law  ;  much  more 
Jbatt  not  we,  if  we  turn  away  from  bim^  that  fpeaieth  from 
k/eaven  i  wbofe  voice  tbenjbooi  the  eartb  s  but  be  batb  pro^ 
tnijedj  Jayingy  Tet  once  more  IJbake^  not  tbe  eartb  only,  hut  alfo 
heaven^  And  this  word,  Tet  once  more,fignifietb  tbe  removing 
of  tboje  things  that  are  Jbaken,  as  of  things  that  are  made  ;  that 
thofty  %ubicb  cannot  hejhaken^  may  remain.  Wherefore  w$  re-- 
ceiving  a  kingdom,  that  cannot  be  moved  ;  let  us  have  grace, 
vobereby  we  may  ferve  him  acceptably,  with  reverence  and  godly 
fuir  f  for  our  Cod  is  a  confuming  fire  *• 
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(Preached  at  the  Parifli-Church  of  St.  Jatnes^  Weflmnpr^ 
December  30.  1750.  oil  refigning  the  lte6lory.) 


A  True  Christian  Pastor's  Valsdxctory  Adduss  t% 
HIS  Flock. 


%  Cor.  xiii.  11. 
Finally y  hrethren^  farewelL* 


"YOU  have  expelled,  for  feveral -months,  what  you  will  im^ 
mediately  underftand  the  choice  oi  thefe  words  to  import| 
my  refignation  of  the  ofGce  of  your  minifter.  If  any  one 
blames  me,  or  is  forry  for  it,  I  intreat  him  to  confider :  A- 
faove  feventeen  years  and  a  half  have  paifed  over  my  head  in 
this  place.  I  have  fpent  the  flower  and  vigour  of  my  life  in 
your  fervice  ;  and  now  I  find,  and  muft  expert  to  find,  myfdf 
growing  lefs  fit  every  day  for  the  duties  of  fo  laborious  a 
cure.  You  would  not  wifli  to  wear  me  quite  out  before  my 
time  \  I  would  not  wiih  to  be  burthcnfome,  without  being 
ufeful  to  you  ^  and  it 'is  much  better,  that  you  fhoold  be 
grieved  at  my  departure,  than  weary  of  my  flay ;  that  I 
fliould  leave  you,^  while  I  can  do  fomething,  than  continue 
with  you,  when  I  can  do  nothing  ;  and  convenient  opportu- 
nities of  removing  are  not  likely,  as  you  muft  be  fenfible,  to 
happen  frequently.  Befides,  the  care  of  my  diocefe  requires 
me  to  be  abfent  from  you  near  half  my  time ;  another  pcrfoo 
may  be  able  to  beftow  his  upon  you  almoft  entirely.  In  fo 
long  a  fpace  I  have  given  offence  probably  to  inore  perfons 
than  I  am  aware ;  whether  juft  offence,  is  not  for  me  to  fay, 
TCij  fucceffor  will  have  offended  no  one.     I  have  undergone 
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ibme  prettj  fevere  trials^  with  fuch  temper  and  fpirits  as  I 
could ;  but  how  either  would  hold  out,  in  my  declining  age,, 
to  undergo  more  of  thejta,  I  cannot  forefee.  And  therefore^ 
on  the  the  whole,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  imputed  to  me  as  a 
faulty  that  I  have  accepted  :pf  the  offer,,  which  his.  majefij'» 
goodnefs  hath  been  induced  to  make  nie.  I  did  not  ibUicit  to 
I^  brought  amongft  yot> ;  nor  have  I  follicited  to  quit  you. 
I  had  a  large  income  in  the  churchy  when  I  cam6  hither ;  I 
Isre  not  enriched  myfelf  by  my  abode  here  $  I  fliall  npt  en- 
rich myfelf  by  going  from  hence.  Hitherto  I  truft  I  have  not 
remarkably  confolted  my  own  eafe;  and  hereafter^r  through 
God's  grace,  I  fliall  be  diligent  according  to  my  ability,  botb 
in  preaching  and  other  duties  of  my  profeflion.  But  it  mufl 
not  be  thought  firange,  if,  amongft  thefe^  I  chiefly  devote 
myfelf  to  the  private  ftudy  of  the  holy  fcripture,  and  the  daily 
attendaiMie  on  divine  worihip,.  in  the  flation  to  which  I  an^ 
retiring..  I  return  you  my  heartieft  thanks  for  your  kind  ac* 
ceptance  of  my  labours,  ibr  your  indulgence,  for  your  libera-- 
lity  to  me.-  I  humbly  afk  your  pardon  for  failings  ,and  omif-* 
fions,  which  I  am  fenfible  have  been  many ;  though  I  caa 
truly  fay,  that  I  have  sdways  uprightly  endeavoured  to  pro- 
mote your  good  in  every  thing,^  fpiritual  and  temporal ;  and 
would  willingly  think  I  need  not  add,  that  I  have  in  no  in- 
ftance  attempted  to*  do  you  injuftice.  If  in  any  I  can  properly 
ferve  this  parilh,  or  any  member  of  it,  I  ihall  ever  embrace 
^e  occafion  with  pleafure«  And  for  the  befl  proof  that  I  can. 
five  at  prefent,  of  that  diXpofition,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  & 
few  things  at  parting,  about  your  parochial  affairs,  .your  fa« 
ture  miniller;  and  yourlelves^  which  I  conceive  may  be  ufe* 
ful  to  you  ;  and  concerning  which  I  l^feech  you  to  bear  the 
fame  freedom  of  fpeech  from  me,  that  yoa  have  allowed  me 
to  ufe^  •n  other  fubjeds,.  for  £b  many  years  gaft. 

I  begin  with  yopr  civil  affairs.  For  both  the  masiagenjent 
of  them,  and  the  judgment  pafied  upon  it,  are  points  that  may 
coniiderably  affe3,  not  only  your  intereft,  but  your  confcience 
too.  Gonduding  them  right  is  matter  of  confcience,  on  one 
hand ;  and  abHaining  from  unjuft  accufi^tions  or  fufpicicns,. 
and  feeling  fentiments  of  juft  gratitude  is  fo  on  the  other.  la 
fome  of  thefe  matters  I^ave  had  a  ihare,  jointly  with  your 
tther  veftrymen ;  and  jQiould  by  no  means  do.  them  juftice,. 
z  -        were 
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were  I  to  omit  faying,  that  I  have  found  diofe  of  them,  whor 
have  attended,  impartially  and  difintereftedly  ftudious,  as 
might  indeed  be  expefted  from  their  ranks  tod  charaders,  of 
promoting  your  general  welfare ;  and  rcdrifying  errors,  and 
framing  and  executing  due  regulations.  To  thefe,  dierefore, 
in  particular,  I  make  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
affiilance  and  fupport,  which  they  have  fo  conftantly  ai^  uq« 
animoufly  afforded  me,  in  the  moft  friendly  and  obliging  man- 
ner. Nor  are  they  few  or  fmall  things,  which,  on  a  £adr  in« 
quiry,  you  will  find  to  have  been  done  by  them  for  your  ad- 
vantage, within  the  laft  twenty  years  ;  and  that  m<>re  have' 
not,  is  principally  owing  to  this,  that  their  authority  extends 
to  a  Icfs  part  of  your  concerns  by  far,  than  I  believe  yott 
commonly  imagine.  For  inftance,  it  doth  not  extend  to  the 
moft  important  article,  the  care  of  your  poor ;  concerning  thcr 
maintenance  of  whom,  hoiA^ver,  they  have,  in  my  time,  drawtf 
up  and  recommended  rules,  that  were  the  prod'uft  of  mudr 
examination  and  thought ;  and  on  more  occafions  than  <Hie, 
have  given  and  repeated  fuch  advice,  as,  in  (bme  things,  hath 
proved  extremely  ferviceable;  and  would  have  been  fo  iir 
more,  had  it  been  fooncr  and  better  foHowed. 

Befides  your  veftry,  there  are  feveral  noeetlngs  of  other 
perfbns  for  parllh  bufinef^,  vulgarly  called  by  the  fame  name, 
becaufe  they  have  been  ufcally  held  in  the  fiame  place.  And 
of  thefe  alfo  I  can  affure  you,  witl^  great  truth^  that  fuch  as  I 
have  been  entitled  to  attend,  are  carried  on  with  perfeft  fide- 
lity, and  no  fmall  vigilance-  The  a/Fail's  tranftided  in  theis 
are,  the  difpofal  of  the  money  colleftcd  yearly  from  houfe  ta 
houfe  on  the  king^s  fetter  ;  the  direcliort .  of  tliat  excellent  xn- 
ftitution,  your  fchool  of  charity-girls  j  and  the  dxftributioir 
of  the  money  given  at  the  facrament ;  part  of  which  is  em- 
ployed in  buying^coals,  and  coats  and  gowns  for  indigent  per-* 
fons,  in  the  winter  foafon ;  part  in  clothing,  teaching  and 
putting  apprentices,  forty  boys  of  the  pariih  ;  part  in  reliev- 
ing, by  the  joint  approbation  of  the  reftor  and  cliurch-war- 
dens,  who  meet  for  that  end,  fuch  ctber  obje3:s  of  compaffion,- 
as  apply  to  them ;  and  of  all  the  difburfements  before-tncn- 
tioned,  as  exaft  an  account,  as  well  can  be,  is  kept.  Thoj 
fkr,  therefore,  I  can  anfwer  for  it,  that  you  are  ferved  faith- 
Sully  5  whatever  pnidcntid  improvements  longer  ^xperieoc^ 
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and  better  judgment  may  be  able  to  make,  as  thej  have  al^ 
If eadj  made  fome. 

And  in  officers,  whofe  proceedings  have  not  ufually  fallen 
within  tny  immediate  knowledge,  I  have  had  very  little 
ground  to  fufpeft  wilful  or  grofs  corruption  or  negligence ;  * 
and  often  the  utmoft  reafon  to  be  afiured  of  exfemplary  up- 
rightnefsf  and  affiduity.  Still  the  burthen  of  your  poor  is 
both  a  heav}^  one^  as  I  fear  it  is  in  moil  eld  parifhes,  and  a 
growing  onej  as  I  fear  it  is  in  all,  old  or  new.  That  it  can- 
not be  leflened,  I  would  on  no  account  venture  tb  fay.  On 
the  contrary,  I  would  earneftly  exhort,  here  in  public,  thole 
of  you  who  are  now,  or  hereafter  (hall  be  overfeers,  as  I  have 
often  done  your  predecefTors  in  private,  and,  I  hope^  not  quite 
in  vain,  to  procure  all  the  information,  and  take  all  the  pains, 
that  your  other  engagements  will  permit,  for  that  purpofe  ; ' 
to  be  very  tender  indeed  to  the  needy,  where  there  is  caufe ; 
but  not  to  be  moved  by  falfe  good-nature  of  your  own,  by 
groundlefs  importunities  of  theirs,  or  unreafonable  *  recom-^ 
mendations  of  other  perfons,  to  beftow  on  any,  efpecially  the 
undeferving,  more  than  is  really  neceffary.  I.  would  further 
exhort  you,  with  the  fame  intent,  to  difcountenance,  as  much  - 
as  you  poflibly  can,  idlenefs,  intemperance  and  debauchery, 
which  are  the  main  caufes  of  indigence  \  and  ufe  your  utmoft 
influence,  to  make  the  attendance  on  divine  worfhip  and  in^* 
ftru£lion,  at  the  infirmary,  univerfal,  conftant  and  beneficial ; 
to  ftudy  unanimity  and  mutual  alfiftance,  and  kt  nothing  he 
done  through Jlrife  or  vain-glory  *  ;  to  defpife  little  advantage? 
and  felf-indulgences,  which^  though  they  may  be  but  a  trifling 
foundation  for  complaint,  frequently  occafion  a  great  deal ; 
stnd,  together  with  doing  what  good  you  can,  labour  to  keep 
your  good  from  being  evilfpoken  of\  j  particularly  by  a  readi* 
nefs  to  give  fatisfadion  on  any  article  of  y Ar  condud,  to  eve. 
ry  fiair  inquirer  who  is  concerned  to  aik  it ;  endeavouring,  ac« 
cording  to  the  apoftle's  rule,  that  no  manjhould  blame  you  in 
this  abundance,  which  is  adminifiered  by  you,  and  providing  Jbr 
honejl  things^  not  only  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord^  but  in  the  fight 
of  men  %•  For  thus  you  will  difcharge  your  own  confciences, 
and  prevent  at  once  needlefs  expence  and  uncharitable  re- 
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flexions  ;  you  will  gain  efteem  to  j-ourfelves^  and  to  the  office 
that  you  ferve ;  make  it  both  eafy^  and  in  fome  meafure  ne« 
ceffary,  to  your  fucceflbrs,  to  a£l  rightly  too ;  and  fo  perhaps 
will  long  reap  your  fhare  of  profit,  as  well  as  credit^  from 
what  you  have  done. 

•But  then  I  muft  at  the  fame  time,  with  equal  eameftnels, 
beg  thofe,  who  do  not  ferve  fuch  offices,  to  confider,  with 
equity,  the  cafe  of  fuch  as  do.  Refleft  a  little  firft,  how  te- 
dious and  irkfome  an  employment  it  is,  to  go  about  coUeGU 
ing  rates  at  thoufands  of  doors.  Should  not  you  think  it  very 
hard,  to  have  this  work  doubled  and  trebled  upon  you,  by 
being  needlefsly  fent  away,  and  obliged  to  come  again  feveral 
times  over  ?  Refleft  alfo,  how  difagreeable  it  muft  be,  to  dif- 
tribute  this  colleftion  weekly,  daily,  hourly  almoft,  amongft 
fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  miferable  wretches  ;  to  hear  and 
fee  the  diftrefies  of  them  all  \  to  guard  againft  the  frauds,  bear 
the  noifomenefs,  undergo  the  ill-language  of  too  many  of  them. 
Would  you  imagine,  that  by  doing  all  this,  and  receiving  no- 
thing for  it,  you  had  deferved  to  befpoken  of  as  the  worft  of 
men  ?  But  you  will  fay,  there  are  grievous  abufes.  And  it 
is  impoffible  to  anfwer  for  every  cafe  or  every  perfon,  through 
a  courfe  of  years*  But  on  the  whole,  I  verily  believe,  ther« 
is  little  or  ho  defigned  abufe  ;  and  of  indifcreet  management 
lefs  than  is  apprehended.  But  were  there  as  much,  confider 
again  ;  perfons  of  higher  rank  difdain  to  undertake  fo  mean 
an  office,  as  that  of  overfeers.  Tradefmen  therefore  mufi ; 
who,  from  their  education,  cannot  always  have  the  moft  ex- 
tended, or  the  cleareft  views  of  things  ;  who  have  their  own 
bufinefe  to  fill  up  moft  of  their  time,  which  muft  be  minded, 
elfe  they  are  undone  ;  who  come  unexperienced  into  this  dif- 
ficult employment,  and  do  not  continue  in  it  long  enough  to 
acquire  experiendl  fufficient ;  arc  backward  perhaps,  as  wc 
moft  of  us  are,  to  take  direftions  from  others  ;  are  often  di- 
vided in  opinion  amongft  themfelves  ;  and  by  the  time  that 
they  can  agree  what  is  right,  find  or  think  too  much  of  their 
year  gone,  to  fet  about  the  execution  of  it ;  who,  befides  all 
this,  are  too  commonly  driven  to  do  what  they  would  not,  \ij 
the  folicitations  of  their  neighbours,  and  even  of  their  fu- 
peflors,  on  whom  they  depend;  nay,  fometimes  they  are 
traduced  and  vilified  for  aiming  to  be  more  frugal  than  thofe 
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that  went  before  them.  Surelj  to  perfons  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances  great  allowances  ought  to  be  made  ;  and  that  in  pru- 
dence, as  well  equity.  Defpair  of  pleafing  you  will  tempt 
them  to  be  carelefs  what  they  do ;  whereas,  if  you  manifeft  a 
difpofition  to  be  fatisfied  with  them,  and  thankful  to  them,  fo 
far  as  you  have  caufe,  you  will  excite  them  to  defcrve  ftill 
better  of  you  ;  efpccially„  if,  along  with  this,  they  were  but 
more  conftantly  and  regularly  infpefted,  a(&fted  and  fupported 
by  the  juftices  of  the  peace  j  to  whom  therefore  I  beg  leave 
here  to  recommend  this  good  work,  as  I  have  done  elfewherc, 
more  than  once.  And  I  do  it  at  prefent  with  the  greater  hope 
of  fuccefs,  becaufe  I  know  feveral  of  them  are  defirous  of  un- 
dertaking it ;  and  am  perfuaded,  that  nothing  but  want  of 
concert,  and  putting  the  matter  in  a  due  method,  prevents  it* 
I  have  dwelt  fomewhat  longer  on  the  affaira  of  your  poor, 
becaufe  they  have  produced  uneafinefles  among  you,  not  only 
againft  one  another,  but  againft  your  minifter ;  though  he 
hath  do  more  concern  in  them,  than  to  pay  his  proportion  to- 
wards this,  as  well  as  other  common  burthens ;  excepting  his 
general  duty,  of  exhorting  all  under  his  care  to  do  their;. 
And  I  hope  you  muft  fee,  that  this  exhortation  of  mine,  which 
I  have  often  thought  of  giving  you  before  now,  hath  no  other 
motive  than  a  moft  hearty  deiire,  that,  to  fpeak  in  the  words 
immediately  after  the  text,  you  may  he  of  one  mind^  and  live 
in  peace ^  and  the  God  of  love  and  peace  he  with  you*  Let  me 
now  mention  another  thing  of  a  more  eccleliaftical  nature. 
This  building,  in  which  we  are,  greatly  wants  both  cleaning 
and  beautifying,  a&  is  too  viiible,  and  repairing  alfo  \  which* 
the  law,  that  founded  the  parifli,  requires  to  be  done  by  a  rate 
levied  on  the  inhabitants.  Lefler  repairs  have  been  made, 
without  a  rate,  for  many  years  paft,  out  of  the  incomes  arifing 
from  pews  and  burials.  But  that  from  th|  latter  is  greatly 
diminiflied  ;  and  both  together  cannot  near  do  what  is  want- 
ed. And  yet  taking  the  method,  which,,  after  all»  muft  be 
taken«  and.  the  fooner  the  better,  hath  been  delayed  for  fear 
of  clamour.  Let  me  befeech  you  therefore,  to  remove  thefe 
appreheniions  of  your  officers  beforehand,  as  far  as  you  can, 
by  proper  aflurances  that  you  underftand  the  cafe  rightly ; 
and  when  the  work  is  undertaken,  to  contribute  your  allotted 
fliares  with  chccrfulncfs.     I  would  not  urge  you  to  fuch  low 
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confideratlons,  as  that  of  not.  coming  )>ehind  other  parifhes  in 
thi$  refpcft,. whom  you  excel  fo  vaftly  in  wealth  and  rank. 
It  is  much  fittet  to  remind  jou  of  the  diftinguifhed  honour, 
due  by  reafoti,  fcripture/  and  the  confent  of  mankind,  to  facred 
things ;  and  of  the  duty  and  wifdom  of  not  fumiihing  a  pre* 
tence,  either  to*  unbelievers,  or  Papifts,  for  triumphing  over 
Chriftianity,  or  Protefiantifm  ;  as  hot  requiring,  or  not  being 
able  to  obtain,  from  its  profeflbrs,  any  degree  of  that  decency 
in  their  churches,  which  even  the  middle  fort  of  them  would 
not  bear  to  be  wanting  in  their  dwelling-houfes.  Indeed  eve- 
ry thing  public,  though  of  a  civil  nature  only,  and  yet  more 
of  a  religious,  ought  far  to  exceed,*  in  point  of  dignity,  what 
is  for  mere  private  ufe.  And  the  negled  of  that  rule  both 
ihews,  and  will  increafe,  a  prevalence  of  perfonal  interefls  to 
thofe  of  the  community.  We  read,  that  many  among  the 
children  of  Ifraely  both  men  and  wdhien,  brought  voluntary 
offerings  unto  the  Lord,  for  jhe  work  of  the  tabernacle  *.  The 
early  Chriilians  imitated  their  example,  as  foon  as  they  durii ; 
and  after  the  fuperfluous  ornaments  of  following  ages  were 
jufily  difapproved  ;  valuable  prefents  have  been  made  in  the 
reformed  church  of  England^  and  in  this  very  church,  for  the 
greater  folemnity  and  beauty  of  divine  fervice.  Why  would 
it  not  now  be  one  fitting  mark  of  regard  to  God,  if  perfons  of 
fortune  and  condition  were  to  do  the  fame  thing  ?  At  leafl, 
will  it  not  be  a  lamentable  mark  of  difregard  to  him,  if  any 
murmur  to  do  what  the  law  enjoins  them  ? 

But  I  proceed  to  fpeak  to  yon  concerning  your  future 
minifter.  When  I  prepared  this  part  of  my  difcourfe,  I  had 
not  the  leaft  guefs  who  it  would  be  ;  nor  have  I  added  or  al- 
tered one  word  fince ;  nor  am  I  fure  that  I  know,  even  now ; 
if  I  do,  he  is  almoft  entirely  a  ftranger  to  me,  except  by  what 
he  hath  written,  arhich  is  excellent.  And  therefore  you  muft 
underftand  me  to  fpeak  without  any  particular  reference  to 
the  perfon»  but  only  on  a  general  confideration  of  the  cafe« 
The  fpixitual  and  eternal  good  of  multitudes  of  fouls  will  de- 
pend, not  a  little,  on  their  attention  to  his  inftruftions ;  and 
that  will  depend  very  much  on  the  opinion  formed  of  him, 
and  the  reception  given  him,  at  firft.     For  God's  fake  thcr^ 
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fore,  iet  none  of  you  fet  out  with  prepofleffions  againft  him 
o£  any  kind.  For  in  all  likelihood  they  will  wrong  him"; 
and  affuredly  they  will  do  harm  to  you.  But  efjpecially  1 
beg,  that  whoever  profefles  any  refpeft  for  me,  would  ihdw 
It,  by  paying  a  peculiar  refpeft  to  my  fucceftbr.  In  what- 
foever  he  excels  me,  as  I  fincerely  wi(h  he  may  in  all  things, 
acknowledge  it  freely,  thank  God  for  it,  give  him  the  encou- 
ragement of  knowing  it ;  and  never  let  any  one  be  fo  atifurd 
as  to  imagine,  that  he  fliall  perform  either  a  right  or  an  ac- 
ceptable part  to  me,  by  detrafting  in  the  leaft  from  his  me-  ' 
rit.  If  in  any  thing  he  fhould  feem  to  be  inferior,  probably 
a  little  time  and  ufe  may  change  your  minds  ;  you  may  be 
reconciled  to,  and  perhaps  by  degrees  prefer,  what  yoix  dif- 
liked,  when  it  was  new  to  you.  Or  if  not,  rememter  the 
apoftle's  obfervation  ;  Every  man  bath  his  proper  gift  of  God; 
one  after  this  manner ^  another  after  that  *.  He  that  is  only 
fecond  in  fuch  or  fuch  an  attainment,  may  be  firft  in  a  diiSer- 
ent  one,  of  equal  or  greater  benefit.  And  it  is  very  unfair 
to  judge  of  a  man*s  character  or  ufefulnefS;,  on  the  whole,  by 
a  fingle  or  a  few  articles.  Befides,  he  will  be  able  to  ailapt 
both  his  difcourfes  and  his  behaviour  to  you  much  better  af^ 
ter  a  time,  than  is  poflible  while  he  is  yet  unacquainted  with 
you  ;  and  to  undertake  more  for  your  fervice,  after  fome 
fpace  for  preparation,  than  juft  at  prefent ;  which  you  may 
recolleft  Was  my  own  cafe.  Therefore  do  not  expeft  too 
much  from  him,  nor  be  too  eafy  of  belief  againft  him,  in  the 
beginning.  And  afterwards  both  confider  and  inquire,  what 
is  reafonable  to  expeft,  and  what  not,  before  you  find  fault. 

The  bodies  and  the  voices  of  men,  you  well  know,  are  not 
equally  ftrong ;  and  one  may  exert  himfelf  without  danger 
to  a  degree  which  another,  though  feemingly  as  well  quali- 
fied by  nature,  muft  not  atteippt.  Now,  ff)here  there  is  a 
willing  mind,  it  is  accepted  by  Heaven,  and  fliould  be  by  yon, 
according  to  that  a  man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he 
hath  «o/t-  And  though  perfons  be  able,  yet  fuch  thiiigs  as 
are  not  enjoined,  and  have  not  been  cuftomary,  you  have  no 
right  to  demand  or  expeft  from'  them.  Permit  iiie  to  men- 
tion a  few  of  thefe.     The  Sunday  evenings  lefture  on  the  ca- 

techlfm 

•  X  Cor.  vil  7.  f  %  Cor.  viii.  i». 


550  A  True  Chri/lian  Pajior'i    See.  CXXXIV. 

techifm  had  its  rife  but  twelve  years  ago :  and  there  is  none 
then,  and  fcarce  anj  on  week-days,  in  the  neighbouring  pa- 
riihes.  Sermons  occalionally  bj  your  minifter  at  the  chapels, 
in  the  afternoon,  are  not  above  five  years,  older  than  that. 
The  falary  for  the  reading  of  early  and  late  prayers  at  this 
church  was  paid  at  firfl  by  voluntary  fubfcriptions,  after- 
wards  out  of  th^  offertory  money,  but  now,,  for  the  laft  twen- 
ty  years,  by  the  redor ;  and  I  believe  no  fuch  thing  is  done 
by  any  redor  elfewhere  in  the  nation.  The  diftribution  of 
religious  traSs,  at  his  cofi,  to  the  pariihioners,  particularlj 
to  thofe  who  are  inilrufted  for  confirmation,  is  yet  of  later 
date.  And  therefore,  if  your  fucceeding  minifter  omits  thefe 
things,  you  are  not  to  blame  him ;  if  h£  continues  any  of 
them,  you  are  to  thank  him- 

Another  point,  a-kin  to  the  laft,  in  which  I  muft  entreat 
you  to  be  reafonable  with  him,  is  the  ezpedation  of  cbaritj 
from  him.  I  have  all  along  had  other  confiderable  prefer- 
ment together  with  this.  I  have  had  fuma  of  money,  feveril 
tinies  of  late  years,  and  this  laft  a  very  great  one,  entrufied 
to  my  difpofal.  The  cafe  of  my  fucceiTor  may  be  eztremdy 
different :  and  both  the  high  and  the  low  among  you  fhoald 
allow  for  the  difference.  It  is  become  very  ufual  with  manj 
of  you  to  recommend,  when  requefted,  any  poor  perfon  whom 
you  know,  I  am  forry  to  add^  and  more  than  a  few,  whom 
you  do  not  know,  to « the  rcftor  for  relief ;  being  deceived, 
perhaps,  by  ftories  of  pretended  legacies  or  gifts,  put  into  his 
hands  for  that  purpofe  :  and  then  he  muft  either  run  a  riik 
of  difobliging  you,  by  rejefiing  your  recommendations,  or  be 
overburdened  with  the  expence  which  they  bring  on  him,  er 
at  leaft  every  hour  almoft  of  his  time  will  be  broken,  and 
filled  up  with  hearing  and  examining  diftreffes  and  cfaaraders. 
This  laft  inconvenience,  I  aflure  you,  hath  grown  upon  mcin 
fuch  a  maimer,  *that  I  do  not  know  how  I  could  have  conti- 
nued to  go  through  it.  Therefore,  when  poor  perfons  applj 
to  you,  remember  you  ought  to  relieve  them  yourfelves,  if 
you  are  able ;  and  if  you  are  tmable,  you  fhould  confider,  that 
more  objeds  than  enough  will  come  of  courfe  to  the  know- 
ledge of  your  minifter,  without  adding  to  them  thus.  Wc 
of  the  clergy  fliould  undoubtedly  be  ready,  both  to  give  our 
own  alms  plentifully,  and  to  affift  others  in  giving  theirs: 

but 
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bttt  ftill,  as  even  the  apoftlcs  pleaded,  it  is  not  na/on,  that  tue 
Jbould  leave  the  word  o/God^  andferve  tables  *. 

Another  thing,  which  I  n^uft  taie  the  liberty  of  afking  for 
my  fucceflbr,  is  jour  bounty.    I  again  return  you  my  thanks 
(or  that  which  you  have  exercifed  towards  me.     But  indulge 
mc,  at  the  fame  time,  a  few  words  on  the  fubjeft.    There  arc 
indeed  legal  dues,  belonging  to  the  re3ory,  fo  confiderable, 
that  were  they  all  paid,  and  nothing  more  added,  probably 
the  income  would  be  greater  than  it  now  is.     But  they  are 
fo  far  from  being  all  paid,  that  in  the  principal  article,  Eafter 
offerings,  though  exprefsly  required  by  the  ad  of  parliament^ 
which  founded  the  pariQi,  I  believe  two  thoufand  families, 
out  of  three,  pay  nothing.     Such  as  are  known  to  be  poor, 
are  never  aiked.     Such  as  only  fay  they  are  poor,  though 
that  plea  would  neither  be  allowed  them,  nor  made  by  them, 
in  any  other  cafe,  are  never  alked  again.    And  fuch  as  refufe, 
without  condefcending  to  allege  any  reafon,  liave  not,  in  my 
time,  been  either  compelled,  or,  to  my  knowledge,  threatened 
x>r  folicited.     Yet  furely  it  may  be  faid,  without  offence,  by 
one  who  hath  now  no  intereft  depending,  that  in  fuch  mat- 
ters, as  well  as  others,  confcience  binds  all  men,  both  to  pay 
what  they  know  is  due,  and  to  make  a  fair  inquiry,  whether 
what  is  demanded  be  not  due.     If  they,,  that  will  do  neither, 
were  forced,  they  would  have  no  caufe  to  complain.    But  the 
more  your  minifiet  lofes  by  his  averfion  to  harfh  methods, 
the  more  he  is  entitled  to  your  voluntary  kindnefs.     This 
alone  is  what  makes  his  income  large  :  and  were  it  yet  larger 
than  it  is,  as  perhaps  you  think  it,  permit  me  to  fay,  he  that 
doth  the  work)  deferves  the  wages  ;  out  of  which  no  fmall 
deductions  will  be  made  by  calls  upon  him  of  various  kinds. 
The  utmoft  that  almoft  any  of  you  give,  bq^ars,  I  conceive, 
no  very  high  proportion  to  feveral  of  your  annual  ezpences 
on  other  perfons  and  purpofes,  of  lefs  importance,  to  fay  no 
worfe.     And  diminiihing  your  generofity  muft  be,  in  fome 
tneafure,  to  the  moft  difintereiled  man,  not  only  an  undeferv- 
ed  mortification,  but  a  difcouragement  of  his  zeal  to  ferve 
you.     On  every  account,  therefore,  obey  the  fcripture  rule, 

which, 
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which,  take  notice,  is  general :  I^t  bjim  tbftt  is  taught  m  the 
wordy  communicate  unto  him  tiflt  teacbethy  in  all  good  things  *4 

But  a  far  more  valjiable  mark  of  jour  regard  to  your  mi- 
nifter,  and,  I  dare  faj,  bejond  comparifon  a  more  agreeable 
one  to  him,  will  be  jour  attendance  on  him  here.  I  fee  no 
caufev  to  doubt,  but  jou  will  have  ever j  inducement  to  this 
that  JOU  ever  have  had  ;  and  joil  will  afTuredlj  have  the 
ftroRgeft  which  jou  can  have,  that  afi^mbling  jourfelves  for 
worihip  and  inftruflion  is  the  ordinance  of  Chrift,  from  which 
JOU  maj  exped  fuch  a  blefling  on  jour  heartis  and  lives,  as 
.  JOU  cannot  expeft  without  it.  And  I  have  taught  jou  all 
this  while  to  verj  little  effe&,  if  jou  hafve  not  jet  learnt,  that 
neither  is  he  that  planteth  ahy  things  neither  he^  that  iniatereth^ 
but  God  that  givetb  the  incf^eaji  t-  If  jou  have  mens  per/bns 
in  admiration  %,  and  come  onlj  to  h^ar  this  or  that  pr^cher, 
however  jou  ate  pleafed,  hoWever  jou  are  moved^  no  real 
and  lading  good  will  be  at  all  likel j  to  follow  :  and  if  jt>ii 
come  to  hear  the  gofpel,  not  as  the  ^ord  of  tAen^  but  as  the 
word  of  Cod  ^y  let  who  will  difpenfe  it,  jou  will  receive  be- 
nefit. 

This  place,  indeed,  doth  not  afford  room  for  all  the  inhabi- 
tants :  but  the  room  which  it  doth  afford,  is  moft  equitablj 
allotted  to  fuch  as  made  the  earlieft  application  for  it ;  and 
thej,  who  cannot  as  jet  be  accommodated  here,  maj,  with- 
out difficiiltj,  at  the  two  chapels.'  No  one,  therefore,  needs 
omit  divine  fervice  j  efpeciallj,  as  jou  have  prajers  four 
times  ever  J  daj  at  the  church,  twice  everj  daj  at  the  dia- 
pels,  and  fermons  twice  everj  Lord's  daj  at  both.  You  have 
alfo  had,  for  a  confiderable  part  of  the  jear,  ^  ledure  on  the 
catechifm,  equivaleiir  to  a  ftrmon;  both  on  the  evening  of 
that  daj,  and  the  morning  of  another,  the  latter  of  which  at 
leaft  JOU  will  probably  continue  to  have.  And  furelj  joa 
ma  J  prevail  on  joutfelves,  if  need  be,  to  alter  your  ufaal 
hour  of  eating  or  vifiting,  once  or  twice  a- week,  in  .order  to 
come  the  oftener,  and  adore  jour  Maker ;  to  hear  his  word, 
and  give  jour  fervants  time  to  do  the  fame  thing.  Naj, 
whj  ma  J  not  manj  of  jou  fo  regulate  jour  affairs,  as  to  fre- 
quent dailj  prajers  in  the  church  ?    Few  of  jou,  J  fear,  have 

them 
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them  in  your  families  ;  I /peak  this  to  your  Jhame  *.  Nor 
muft  I  fail  to  remind  you,  as  yon  know  I  have  done,  of  that 
highly  nfefvilj  and  by  no  means  terrible  or  difficult  duty,  of 
receiving  the  Lord's  fupper  ;  enjoined  all  Chriftiansj  and  yet 
abfolutely  flighted  by  mofl.  But  observe,-  at  the  fame  time, 
that  private  prayer  and  meditation,  fuited  to  your  inward 
ftate,  is  a  duty  full  as  important  as  putlic  prayer^  or  hearing 
fcrmons,  or  partaking  of  the  table  of  the  Lord  ;  and  the  lat- 
ter, without  the  former,  will  be  of  fmall  efficacy.  You  may, 
if  you  will,  defpife  either  or  both  :  and  they  are  comriilnly 
defpifedj  to  a  degree  not  known  in  any  other  Chriftian  coun- 
try, nor  in  this  before  the  prefent  age  :  but  the  world  is  not 
the  better  for  it ;  nor  will  you;  Yoilr  virtue  will  become 
infecure,  and  grievoiifly  imperfeft  ;  your  fenfe  of  /  piety' will 
wither  away ;  your  hopes  of  futurity  will  grow  faint ;  your 
^fcars  of  it,  when  you  refleft,  will  ftrengthen,  till  you  will  be 
glad  to  throw  off  both  together^  if  you  can,  and  live  and  die 
like  the  beafts  that  periffi.  Others  will  learn,  4nd  in  part 
from  you,  to  think  and  aft  in  the  fame  manner  ;  every  one's 
profit,  pleafure,  anger  or  caprice,  will  be  the  only  rule  of  hisi 
condu£t ;  and  what  fecurity  of  any  fingle  enjoyment  of  lifd  ' 
can  there  be^  in  fuch  a  flate  of  things  ? 

But  then,  alas  I  going  through  every  exercife  of  devotion; 
both  here  and  at  home,  merely  to  do  our  Ihare  towards  keep- 
ing fociety  in  good  order,  is  policy,  not  religion ;  and  going 
through  them  for  the  fake  of  the  outward  aft,  without  care 
to  improve  by  them,-  is  fuperftition  ;  miftaking  the  means  for 
the  end.  *the  gract  of  God  that  hringetb  falvatiotii  hatb  ap^ 
feared  unto  all  men^  not  to  fix  their  expefiations  of  future 
happinefs  on  forms  of  any  fort,  but  to  teacb  them^  tbat  deny^ 
inggodlinefs  and  worldly  lujls^  they  Jbould  live  foherly,  rigb^ 
ieoujly  and  godly  in  this  prefent  worlds  looking  for  that  hUffed 
bope^  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Sa^ 
*uiour  yefus  Chrijl  ;  who  gavt^bimfelf  for  us^  that  he  might 
redeem  us  from  all  iniqidky,  and  purify  unto  bimfelf  a  peculiar 
people i  zealous  of  good  works  \.  Thcfe  are  the  fandamentaf 
doctrines  of  Chriflianity :  and  I  appeal  to  your  confciences, 
whether  they  are  not  alfo  the  doftrines  which  I  have  perpe- 

VoL.  III.  4  a'  tuaily 
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tuallj  inculcated  upon  you,  though  with  mixtures,  no  douhc 
too  frequent,  of  human  infixinitj  and  error.     Yet  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe,  I  truft,  through  God*s  mercy,,  I  can  fafdy  fiiy 
with  St*  Paul,  Te  inowy  from  thejirfi  day  that  I  came  amotig 
you,  bow  -I  havf  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitabie  to  jou^ 
but  lave  fiewed  and  t aright  you  ;  teflifying  repemtanee  twmari 
God,  and  faith  toward  onr  Lord  ye/us  Cbrift.     And  could  i 
izy  alfo,  that  I  had  done  this,  in  a  proper  Ai^gT&^^from  baufr 
to  houfe,  as  well  as  publicly ,  then  I  might,  with  him  too,  take 
you  to  record  this  day,  that  I  am  pure  from  the  blood  of  all 
men  *•     But,  though  I  hope  I  hate  never  been  badsLward  to 
embrace  opportunities  of  this  fort,  when  offered  me,,  yet  tliat 
I  have  not  more  diligently  fought  them,  and  laboured  to  in- 
troduce more  ferious  difcourfe  into  my  ordinary  vifits  to  you^ 
I  am  fenfible  i»  a  fault,,  which  neither  the  uacommonnefs  of 
fuch  converfation^  nor  the  fear  of  difguftingL  perfons  by  itp' 
are  fufficient  to  excufe*     Allow  me,,  therefore,  to  make  yon 
fuch  amends  as  I  can,,  for  this  and  all  my  defeds,  by  admo- 
nifhing^you  folemnly  now,,  and  leaving  it  on  your  hearts^  that 
religion  is  the  greateft  and  moft  important  of  tfiniths  ;  that  jhe 
bufinefs  of  this  tranfitory  life,  compared  with  which,  profits, 
pleafures,  honours,,  aequiiitions  of  all  forts^  are  rifles  and  £qI^ 
lies,  is  the  preparing  for  an  endlefs  one  to  come  ;  that  the 
true  preparation  conilfts  in  a3:ive  love  to  God,  and  man,  and 
virtue  ;  that  fuch  love  can  never  be  duly  excited'  or  main* 
tained  within  us,  but  by  the  methods  which  Kearen  hath  di- 
refted  ;  and  that  thefe  are,  a  deep  convidion  of  our  gailt  and 
weaknefs  ;  an  earneft  and  daily  application  to  onr  heavenly 
Father,,  in  faith  of  the  merits  of  his  crucified  Son,,  for  the  par- 
don  df  our  4ranfgreffions,»  and  the  fandifying  influences  of  his^ 
Holy  Spirit ;  a  conftant  attentive  ufe  of  thofc  ordinances,  by 
which  he  liath  appointed  both  to  be  conveyed  ;  a  confcientious 
watchful  care  of  governing  our  aftions,  words  and  thoughts,. 
not  by  the  dictates  of  inclination  or  fafliion,  but  the  precepts 
f»f  reafon  and  fcripture*     If  I  have  taught  any  of  you  thefe 
things  eflcdlually,  God's  name  be  praifed :  teach  them  your 
children,  your  fcrvants,  your  friends  ;  for  ncglcding  their 
iiifka3:ioa  is  partaking  in  their  fins.     If  I  have  not,  for  hi3 

fake,. 
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fake^  and  that  of  your  fouls,  learn  them  now ;  elfe  /  have 
preached^  and  you  have  believed^  in  vain  *  ;  and  woe  will  be 
to  me,  or  you,  or  both  of  us,  at  the  great  day. 

You  have  peculiar  caufe  to  take  heed  bow  ye  bearf.  Per* 
fons  of  high  rank  every  where,  and  this  parifli  .hath  many 
fuch,  are  cpncerned,-  beyond  others,  to  be  patterns  of  good 
works  X ;  and  are  too  commonly,  beyond  others,  patterns  of 
bad  ones.  Both  they,  and  the  middle  part  of  ypu,  live  amongft 
innumerable  incitement^  to  unlawful  gratifications,  unfit  ex- 
penses, and  wafte  of  precious  time,  even  the  mofl  precious  of 
all,  that  of  this  day,  in  idle  pernicious  amufements.  And  the 
contagion  of  this  over-grown  wicked  city  tempts  the  loweft 
part  of  you,  moft  dangeroufly,  to  alt  forts  of  crimes.  Think 
then,  how  carefully  you  ought  to  preferve  yourfelves  and 
yours,  by  the  antidote  of  God's  word  and  worfiiip,  from  fo 
deftrudive  and  deceitful  pojfons. 

Great  numbers  of  you  have  attended  here  very  alTiduoufly: 
you  tnuft  have  felt  fomething  ftirred  within  you,  that  hath 
induced  you  to  it :  the  hopes  of  your  falvatiou  depend  on  the 
fruit  which  that  ihall  bring  forth  \  and  furely  then  you  will 
not  let  it  be  blafted,  and  die  away.  To  many  of  you  I  have 
fpoken  many  years  ;  to  fome  as  long  as  you  can  remember : 
what  benefit  have  you  received  ?  Barely  receiving  pleafure 
is  nothing.  It  will  rather  aggravate  your  condemnation,  if 
what  hath  a£Feded  you  hath  not  influenced  you.  Are  you 
then  b^Qome  real,,  pradtical,  inward,  uniform  Chriltians  ?  If 
not,  you  are  now  going  to  have  another  teacher ;  mind  what 
you  are  taught  in  another  manner,  or  you  are  undone  for 
^ver.  jP«/,  beloved^  we  are  perfuaded  better  things  of  you ^ 
and  things  that  accompany  falvation^  though  w?  (bus  f peak  §. 

Yet  ftill,  fuppofing  you  are  truly  religious,  a  further  cx-i 
ceedingly  material  queftion  is.  To  what  degr^  in  religion  are 
you  arrived  ?  Is  it  a  confirmed,  lively,  increafing  one,  or  faint' 
and  tottering  ?  IJnlers  you  gain  groui/d,. yoij  will  lofe  it;  if 
you  arc  negligent*  you  will  faU  ;  and  if  you  imagine  your- 
felves as  pious  and  virtuous  as  you  need  be,,  you  are  almoft 
as  far  from  it  as  you  can  be.  Search  then  diligently,  flrength- 
en  what  is  weak,  and  add  what  is  deficient,  that  ye  may  be 

4  A  2  pcrfcd 
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fcrfeEi  and  entirq^  wanting  nothing*.     Whatever  due  infl ruc- 
tion I  may  have  omitted  to  give  you,  it  ought  to  have  been, 
and  is,  your  concern  to  fupply  it  to  yourfelves  ;  and  if  I  have 
in  any  meafure  performed  that  duty  as  I  ought,  remember, 
improvement  will  be  expefted  from  you,  in  proportion  to  the 
advantages  which  you  have  enjoyed.'    Through  God's  mercy, 
fome  of  you,  that  were  bad,  I  have  caufe  to  think  are  become 
good;  and  fome,  that  were  good,  become  better:  but  alas, 
how  few  are  thefe,  amongft  the  thoufands  of  whom  thi^  pa- 
xifh  confifts  I    O  may  there  prove  to  be  many  more  than  are 
come  to  my  knowledge  !  Elfe  I  muft  give  account  of  the  Tuc- 
9efs  of  my  minj/lry  with  grief  \  :  for  the  largeft  and  beft  part 
of  it  hath  been  employed  on  you  ;  and  fain,  therefore,  woold 
I  perfuade  myfelf,   that  it  will  be  found  to  have  produced  a 
tolerable  fbare  of  good  efFefl.     For  what  is  oztr  hope,  orjcj^ 
or  crown  of  rejoicing?  are  not  even  ye^  in  the  prefence  of  our* 
Lord  J'efus  Chrijl^  at  his  coming  %  ?     But  however  I  have 
failed  hitherto,  let  me  not,  I  befcech  you,  fail  now  to  obtain^ 
that  if  ever  I  have  faid  any  thing  to  you,  which  raifed  any 
€ne  Cliriflian  purpofe  or  defire  lo  your  hearts,  you  would  at 
length  fct  yourfelves  to  recollcdb  and  accompliiOfi  it ;  and  that 
if  you  have  experienced  nothing  of  this  kind  from  my  preach- 
ing, you  would  the  more  confcientiouffy  open  your  breafts  fo 
the  impreflions  of  that  which  you  will  etrcnd  next*:  for  glad 
jhall  I  be  to  have  promoted  your  fpiritual  welfare,  be  if  only 
by  this  final  requeft  ;  and  to  learn,  that  the  feed  which  fhall 
be  fown  from  henceforward,  yields,  beyond  comparifou,  a 
more  plentiful  harveft  than  that  which  preceded.   For  God  is 
viy  record^  if  I  may  prefumc  to  adopt  the  apoftle^s  words,  ^ow 
grecitly  I.  long  after  you  «//,    in  the  howets  ofyefus  Chri/l  - 
and  this  I  pray,  that  your  lo'^re  may  abound  yet  nnre  and  more 
in  knowledge  and  in  judgment^  that  ye  may  approve  the  things' 
that  arc  excellent y  that  ye  may  he  fncere  and  xvithoai  offence 
till  the  day  of  the  Lordy  being  filed  with  the  fruits  ofrigb^ 
teovfnsfs^  which  are  by  J  ejus  Chrijl^  tcnto  the  glory  and  praife 
of  God  §•     Let  thonyour  coKverfation  he  as  hecometh  the  gof- 
pel  i,  that  whether  I  come  and  fee  you^  or  be  ahfent^  1  may  hear 
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of  your  affair  Sy  that  ye  Ji  and  f aft  in  one  fpirity  with  one  fuind*f 
not  as  in  my  prefence  only^  hut  now  much  more  in  my  abfence^ 
^(variing  out  your  own  fahation  with  fear' and  trembling  ;  for 
it  is  God  that  wqrketh  iftyou^  both  to  %vill  and  to  do  ft 

Underfland  9ie  not  to  mean  taking  an  abfolute  and  final 
leave  of  you.  As  long  as  I  live  in  this  tabernacle,  to  fpeak 
the  Ijinguage  of  St.  Peter ^  I  fhall  think  it  meet,  if  defired  ancj 
able^  tojlir  you  up^  by  putting  you  in  remembrance  J.  But 
this  is  the  laft  time  I  fliall  {land  here  in  that  peculiar  relation 
to  you  which  I  have  borne  fo  long.  And  now,  therefore,  Ar^- 
tbren,  to  conclude  with  pronouncing  over  yoii  the  folemn 
farewell  of  St.  Paul,  I  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
of  bis  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  you  up^  and  to  give  you  an 
inheritance  among  all  them  which  are  fan6lified\.  There  may 
we  meet  again,  never  to  part  more  I 
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{Preached  before  the  Governors  of  the  London  Hofpital,  or 
Infirmary,  for  the  Relief  of  Sick  an4  Difeafed  Perfons, 
efpecially  Manufacturers,  and  Seamen  in  Merchants  Ser- 
vice, \£c.  at  the  Parifti-Church  of  St.  Lavarence^^ewrj^  oa 
Wednefda^y  February  %o,  1754. 

Simplicity  Mingled  with  Liberality,  AcriviTr  with 
Governing,  and  Cheerfulness  with  Mercy,  Strikmc 
^arks  of  the  christian  spirit, 


Rom.  xii.  8. 

h^He  that  givethj  let  him  do  it  with  Jimplicity  ;  he  that  ruleth^ 
with  diligence  ^f  he  thatjheweth  mercy ^  with  cheerfufne/s, 

f\P  all  the  benevolent  feelings  which  God  hath  planted  ia 
our  nature,  compaffion  is  the  moft  valuable :  for  it 
prompts  us  the  mpft  direfily  to  relieve  the  miferable,  whofe 
diftrefles  arc  much  greater  than  the  enjoyments  of  the  happj 
can  be  here  below  ;  and  yet,  without  the  call  of  this  tender 
fympathy,  we  flxould,  far  oftener  than  we  do,  turn  our  eyes 
from  them,  and  leave  them  to  their  fate.  Perfons  of  all  ranks 
are  frequently  in  circumftances  that  demand  pity :  but  the 
higher  part  of  the  world  have  it  more  in  their  power  to  avoid 
fufferings  than  the  loweft  ;  and  it  is  eafier  to  affift  the  latter 
efFeftually.  Tlieir  poverty  alone,  indeed,  if  they  arc  well 
able  to  provide  themfelvcs  neceffaries,  wants  no  affiftance. 
It  is  one  requifite  ftate  in  the  fcale  of  things,  appointed  by  the 
wifdom  of  Providence  5  and  allows  them  a  very  comfortable 

enjoyment 
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enjoyment  of  life.  But  if  work, be  fcarce,  or.  their  families* 
large,  they  may  be  grievoufly  ftraitened^  even  in  heahh  ;  and 
in  their  fixjcnefs,  their  condition,  though  fingk,  is  lamentable  y 
and,  ^vhen  married,  often  extremely  fo.  If  only  a  child  be 
fick,  they  have  feldem  leifure  to  attend  it  duly,  but  if  the  pa- 
rents are  fick,  all  the  children  muft  be  negle&ed  -,  and  the  la- 
bour, wbich  ufed  to  maintain  them,  ceafe.  They  are  defti- 
tute,  both  of-knowledge  what  to  do,,  and  of  money  to  procure 
dire^ions  and  medicines,  nay,  perhrips,^  proper  food.  They 
follow,  at  random,  the  fuggeftions  of  neighbours,  no  wifer 
than  themfelves  \  or,  after  languiihing  long,-  and  growing 
worfe  than  they  needed,  have  recourfe  for  cure,  often  to  igno- 
yaat,  often  to  rapacious  creatures  ;  who,  if  thy  chance  to  re- 
cover, yet  ftrip  them  of  all,  and  load  them  with  debts,  that  difc 
quiet  the  reft  of  their  days  ;  and  too  commonly  drive  them  to 
deftrud:ive  cordials,  which  unhappily  the  moft  needy  can  af- 
ford ;  or  defperate  ads  of  injnffice  to  others,  or  violence  to 
their  own  perfbns. 

Religion,  hunumity,  common  prudence,  loudly  require  uar 
to^  refcue  them  from  fuch  dreadful  evils.  For  they  are  our 
brethren,  and  God  hath  committed  them  to  our  care  \  we 
owe  to  their  induftry  all  that  we  enjoy  j  and  without  their 
Md,  fhould  be  far  more  helplefs  than  they.  It  is  true,  ma- 
ny of  them  fall  into  difeafes  and  want  through  their  own 
faults  J  and  bounty  to  them  may  encourage  thofe  faults.  But 
many  alfo,  with  the  utmoft  diligence  and  parfimony,  can  but 
juft  live.  Now  furely  fuch  ought  to  have  the  comfort  of 
knowing,  that  in  all  events  they  ihall  be  fecured  from  extre- 
mities. And  even  could  we  diftinguifh  the  blameable  from 
the  reft,  we  fhould  nvake  allowances  to  them,  for  ignorance, 
frailty,  temptation  •,  Jis  we  hope  God  and  Man  will  do  to  us, 
who  have  lefs  excufe.  While  they  are  well,r  indeed,  it  will 
be  right  to  let  them  fare  more  hardly;  but  neglefting  them,, 
when  they  are  ill,  is  expofing  them  to  perifli,  is  next  to  mur- 
dering them.  Their  diftemper,  it  muft  be  owned,  is  from 
God's  hand  ;  but  he  commands  us,  both  by  nature  and  fcrip- 
ture,  to  alleviate  ity  if  we  can  ;  and  doubtful  confequences  af- 
ford no  plea  to  the  contrary.  How  do  wc  know,  that  mercy,, 
exercifed  prudently,  will  not  reclaim  them ;  or  that  rcfufing 
it  will  prove  a  warning  to  them,  or  to  others  ? 

If 
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If  then  the  fick  poor  ought  to  have  relief^  what  is  the  beS 
maimer  of  giving  it  ?  Barelj  fuppljixig  them  with  food,  is 
doing  little  or  nothing  towar4s  their  cure ;  and  every  daj3 
continuance  of  their  ficknefs^  that  can  be  prevented,  is  jail  fo 
much  unneceflary  addition  of  wretchednefs  to  themfeves,  and 
of  damage  to  the  public.  If  we  fumifh  them  with  money  aUb, 
they  will  often  mifapply  it.  If  we  procure  them  advice  and 
medicines  ;  difperfed,  unprovided,  and  unteachable  as  they  arc, 
the  charge  will  ufually  be  heavy,  and  the  fuccefs  very  uncer- 
tain. .Therefore  parochial  infirmaries  have  been  ereftcd, 
where  they  could ;  and  may  be  of  confiderable  ufe,  ^ut  far 
inferior  to  larger  hofpitals.  They  are  much  more  liable  to 
tte  bad  influence  of  private  intereft  and  partiality :  Govern- 
ors, practitioners,  attendants,  will  feldom  be  near  fb  well  qua- 
lified ;  and  the  coft  of  each  patient,  will  be  vaftly  greater. 
Public  hofpitals  then,  are  evidently  the  moft  defirable.  TTiere, 
cheats  will  never  apply :  proper  objeds  may  have  what  is 
needful,  as  foon  as  ever  they  are  indifpofed  ;  If  able,  may  go 
on  with  their  bufinefe ;  if  not,  may  be  taken  into  the  houfc. 
Thus,  in  both  cafes,  tliey  partake  of  the  united  ikiU  of  learn- 
ed perfons,  almofl  as  largely  as  the  higheft  of  their  betteo* 
And,  in  the  latter  cafe,  their  families  are  di&urdened  of  them ; 
their  lodgings  are  much  quieter  and  wholefomcr,  than  their 
own  can  eafily  be ;  their  phyfic  is  duly  given,  their  diet  and 
whole  regimen  fuited  to  their  condition ;  and  the  fymptona 
and  turns  of  their  difeafe  watched  over,  and  reported,  by  ex- 
perienced nurfes.  Then  further,  the  art  of  healing  is  im- 
proved in  thefe  places  beyond  all  others  :  not,  as  the  >iilgar 
fomctimes  fancy,  by  rafli  trials  of  dangerous  experiments ; 
but  by  freq.uent  occafions  •  for  able  profeflbrs  to  confult,  and 
inganious  candidates  to  learn  from  them,  to  the  common  ad- 
vantage of  all  ranks  of  men. 

But,  though  public  infirmaries  are  in  general  highly  nic- 
fiil ;  and  have  accordingly  been  fet  up  in  many  parts  of  this 
nation  lately  ;  and  in  none,,  I  believe,  laid  down  again,  or  dif- 
likcd  :  vet  thej  are  the  moft  ufcful  in  the  moft  populous  cities. 
For  to  lluTe,  lielplcfs  wretches  need  not  be  fent  from  adiftance, 
b:it  arc  ahvays  at  hand  in  them :  "they  contain  many  poof 
ftiT.r.gc'i's,  tliat  come  oecaSonally  ;  many  fojourners,  that  have 
no  I^'^al  fcttlcn.ciiis.     And  befides,  even  fiich  as  have,  arclcf* 

kno\k'n 
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Icnown.  to  the  rich,  and  Ms  minded,  amidft  their  hurry  of 
bufinefs  or  pleafure,  than  in  villages  or  f mailer  towns.  Now 
multitudes  of  (hefe,  are  cdntinuallj  falling  fick,  and  receiving 
hurts,  and,  if  left  to  themfelves  in  their  miferable  cellars  and 
garrets,  niuft  fuSer  beyond  conception,  and^moll  of  them  die. 
As  therefore  this  is,  to  fpeak  moderately,  one  of  the  largeft 
of  cities,  and  the  bufieft  alfo^  which  increafes  accidents,  hof- 
pitals  are  peculiarly  neceffary  for  it*       . 

Some  may  think  there  were  enough  befote  the  cre&ion  of 
ours.'  But  the  cpnp*ary  is  manifell :  for  the  others  are  pot 
emptier  fince.  And  though,  inflead  of  fix  beds,  with  which  it 
began  thirteen  years  ago,'  it  hath  now  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five,  which  have  been  filled  near  nine  tiij^es  each,  during  the 
laft  j^p  ;  yet  a  large  proportion  of  pitiable  objeds,'  brought 
in  or  reconimended;  have  been  rcje£fced  for  Want  of  room : 
hpw  cutting  a  difappointment  to  them,  you  may,  by  fuppofing 
their  misfortunes  your  own^  in  fome  low  degree  imagine.  Of 
out.  patients,  there  have  been  nine  thoufand  four  hundred, 
within  the  fame  time ;  and  were,  on  the  firft  of  January  laft, 
fixteep  Hundred  on  the  books  .3  which  great  refort,  a  remark* 
able  diftindion  of  our  hofpttal  from  all  others,  proves  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  it;  particularly  in  that  quarter ;  and,  at  the  fame 
tiifie,.  the  good  f>iccefs  of  the  remedies  adminiftered  in  it.'  But 
ftill  that  fuccefs  would  be  vafUy  augmented,  if  more  could 
be.  taken  in  ;  becaufe  from  a  diftdnce  many  cannot  come  at 
alLfor  advice;  and  few  will  come  for  it  fo  often;  or  follow  it  * 
fo  ftridly^  as  they  fhould  :  tox  will  they  be  either  dieted  or 
tiurfed  Sit  home  near  fo  well: 

It  may  feem  an  objeAion  to  the  enlargement  of  hofpitals, 
that  the  inhabitants  within  the  bills  of  mortality  are  leiTeuing. 
But  ^as^  their  difeafes  and  diftrefies  are  increafing  at  the  fame 
time;  Intemperance,  efpecially  in  fpirituous  liquors,  and  de- 
baucheiy,  deftroy  theit  health  and  fruitfulnefs  :  Love  of  plea- 
fures  and  amufements,  makes  tliem  idle  and  neceflitous  ;  and 
contempt  of  religion,  leaves  bad  inclinations  unreft  rained. 
Were  we  wife,  the  utmoft  zeal  would  be  fhown  to  ftop  this 
torrent  of  folly  and  fin,  by  the  authority,  and  above  all  by  the 
example,  of  fuperiors :  which,  efpecially  when  it  is  bad,  the 
next  beneath  them  will  imitate ;  and  fo  downwards,  to  the 
loweft  of  all.    For  it  is  a  ftrange  dcfefl  in  policy,  not  to  think 

Vol.  III.  4B  of 
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of  preventing  perfons  from  making  thcmfdves  tkfeleis  lad 
•wt^ched,  but  onlj  of  reftoring  them  to  a  condition  of  doing 
it  again.  But  ^nlefs  the  former  be  vigoroufly  attempted  by 
well  advifed  methods,  of  which  God  grant  us  better  hope, 
there  will  be  a  growing  demand  for  hofpitals,  till  the  number 
of  our  people  is  reduced  yet  further. 

Still  it  may  be  alleged,  that  th-e  burden  of  fnpporting  them, 
inftead  of  reftingy  as  it  ^.^oth  on  a  few,  fhould  be  laid  on  the 
community  by  a  law.  But  the  poor  cannot  make  this  law ; 
nor  doth  it  appear  that  the  rich  will:  not  to  fay,  that  if  it 
were  made,  the  charitable  would  lofe  one  principal  xaediod  of 
iatisfying  rheir  own  minds,  as  well  as  others,  that  tiwy  are 
truely  fnch.  And  befides,  how  are  we  fure  that  Ac  care 
would  be  fo  efFe<£iual,  and  the  charge,  indeed  our  oim  ifaar& 
of  it,  lefs,  or  fo  little,  undier  the  management  of  legal  ofikers, 
inking  the  overjight  by  confiraint^  ^for  lucre,  as  of  thofe  who 
take  it  wtllingfy,  and  of  a  ready  mind*  ^  However,  at  pre- 
fent,  hofjpitials  muft  depend  on  voluntary  gifts,  as  they  ha^e 
done  in  time  paft* 

Not  that  this  excellent  inftitution  began  early  in  the  world: 
which  may  feem  very  ftrange.  But  poffibly  diAempers  woe 
formerly  fewer.  And  certainly,  among  the  ancient  heathens, 
tendemefs  of  heart  towards  the  wretched  was  no  commoii 
virtue  +-  Nor  did  it  among  the  Jews  extend  far ;  though 
Mofis  enjoins  it  towards  all  men,  repeatedly  and  pathetic^ 
ly  t.  But  our  blefled  Saviour,  the  fingular  good^-natore  of 
whofe  dodfarine  is  one  flrong  evidence  of  its  divine  origimd, 
befides  teaching  more  efRcacioufly,  than  had  ever  been  done 
before,  the  obligation  of  mutual  love  in  general,  hath  particu- 
larly 

•  I  Pet.  v.  a. 

I  Tlie  diredion  and  pra<flice  of  Cat9  the  Cenfcr  Was,  Cb  fell  flavei,  ^vfcen  t&cy 
became  diCeafcd,  or  otherwife  unfit  for  labour.  CaU  de  Ke  Rufiica^  Plmt,  in  Crf. 
And  Suttonltu  faith,  tjiat  in  the  reign  of  Clavirus^  (when  the  Rvmans  were 
poliftied  in  the  higheft  dcftree,  an  J  philofophy  had  tried  its  Qtmoft  mBoeace 
upon  them)  foine  expofed  thetr  fick  fla-ves  to  perilh  in  the  Uk  of  JE/cmhpimi  at 
R»me :  on  which  account  the  emperor  ordered,  that  expofing  tKcin»  (hoald  be 
deemed  giving  them  their  liberty,  if  they  recovered  ;  and  that,  if  any  cfcofc  ra- 
ther to  put  them  ^o  death,  it  ihould  be  puniihcd,  as  morder.     Suet,  u  CUmJ.  c 

f  Exod.  xxii.  21.  xiiii.  9, 1  a.  Lev.  xlx.  33,  ^.  xxv,  15,  37,  37.  Dcut.  x  i^, 
xxiv.  14,  15,  17.-24.  xxvii.  19. 
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larly  inforced  mercjr  to. the  fick,  bj  his  miracles  of  healings 
by  his  parable  of  the  good  Samaritan  *,  by  his  affe&ing  4le« 
fcription  of  his  own  future  behaviour  at  the  great  day  of 
judgementf.  In  confequence  of  this^  we  find  the  primitive 
Chriftians,  the  moft  benevolent  of  men  %  '  ^uid  the  affe^ion  of 
their  fuccelTors  to  each  other,  a  fubjeft  of  .general  wonder  $. 
We  find  tbofe  of  Ronu^  who  were  the  richeft,  fending  alms  to 
their  brethren  throughout  the  earth||  :  and  thofe  of  Alexan^ 
dria  and  Carthage y  in  the'  defolations  of  a  dreadiHil  plague, 
miniftering  to  the  infeded^  wit^  aftoniihing  courage,  while  the 
heathens  gave  proofs  <d  the  moft  ihockin^  negled  and  .barba*. 
xity  f  •  ^'7»  thofe  of  the  whole  eaftem  empire,  juft  after  the 
feveral  cities  of  it  had  been  perfccuting  them,  in  the  reign  of 
Jl/aMOTJif,  were  the  only  perfons,  who  afli^ed  others  in  the  double 
diftrefs  of  peftilence  and  famine  \  attending  on  the  d^ing,  bu- 
rying-the  dead^  ifeeding  the  hungry, without  diftin£lion  \  which 
Ihey  did  continually,  with  fuch  tenderness  and  bounty  in  eVe- 
Tj  refpedty  that  they  and  their  God  were  publicly  celebrate4 
and  hononnsd  fox  it  by  all  men  **•  Nor  dp  Glirillian  writers 
alone  afcribe  t9  them  this  chara&er«  The  profane  Lucian  aor 
knowledges  and  xidicules  their  plentiful  almfgiying  ft.  The 
apoftate  emperor  Julian  conjEefies,  that  the  worfhippers  .of  his 
gods,  difregarded  their  own  poor,  and  the  Chriftiant  mailtain-* 
ed  thofe  of  both  prpfeifions.  He  gives  exhortations  to  the 
former,  and  undeniably  taken  out  of  the  New  Teftament,  to 
amend,  and  imitate  the  Galileans,  in  this  and  many  other 
points.  Bat,  diftmfting  their  efiPed,  he  had  begun  to  appro*" 
priajte  large  revenues  to  the  fupport  of  the  credit  of  paganifm* 
againil  the  iailaeiices  of  the  charity  of  Cfariftians  Xp  Nor  were 

'    P  2  ^  thcfe 

•  Luke  z  30—37.  t  Maeth.  mv.  31. — 46. 

t  AAs  iL  44.  45-  !▼.  3«.— 37. — «.  a7.---30.  xiiv.  17.  Rom.  xy.  aj,  a6. 
a  Con  viti.  1. — 4.  ix.  I,  «..  Col.  i.  4.  x  Thtff.  !▼.  9.  1  Thcff.  i.  3.  x  Tim. 
v..  10.  Philetn.  verfe  7.    Rev.  tx.  19.  Clem.  Rom.  B|>h.  i.  $  z,  a,  jf  j« 

{  Tert.  Apctl.  c.  39,  4S* 

I   Diooyf.  ap.  Enfeb.  H  £.  L  4*  c.  23.  &  1  7.  <.  5. 

5  Dionyf.  ap.  EuTcb.  H.  £.  I.  7.  c.  a  a.     Cypr.  Vit.  per  Pontlam,  p.  5. 

•«  EufekH.E.].  9.C.  8. 

"tt  De  Morce  Percgrini,  p.  996,997,998.    £d  Bourdelot.  Par.  1615. 

\\  Julian.  Frugm.  £p.  p.  390,  305.  £p.  49.  p-  4a9.  &c.  £d.  Spanh.  LipC 
1696.  Greg*  Nazianz.  Orat.  3.  p.  iot»  XQ2.  £d.  BUli.  Par.  1630.  Sozomcn. 
HiIl.£ccLl.i.c.x6. 
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thefc  bountiful  only  to  make  and  prefervc  converts  :  for  they 
continued  fo  after  their  faith  became  the  reigning  one*.  Then, 
for  it  was  impra&icable  before,  a  vaft  variety  of  bjwcficcBt 
foundation  Sy  and»  amongil  them,  hofpitals  for  the.  fick,  thiogs 
unknown  to  preceeding  ages  f,  rofc  from  the  private  liberalu 
ties  of  believers  t^  and  were  auphoriiled  and  r^olated  bj  the 
civil  power  §*  which  have  fpread  wherever  the  gofpel  hatb 
fpread  :  and  make  one  principal  glorj  of  our  own  church,  00: 
own  times^  and  the  reign  of  our  gracious  fovereign.  Tbe£e 
fa&s,  i  hope,  will  reconamend,  not  onlj  charity  to  Chriftiaos» 
but  Chri^ianity  to  charitable  perions  :  and  fhew  the  wifdom 
of  learning  from  fcripture,  ^he  proper  dire&ions  for  canjiig 
on  the  good  wo|rk,  which  we  are  met  to  countenaxice. 

Now  there  can  be  no  bette^  dire&ionsy  than  thofe  of  tbe 
text.  For  it  comprehends  the  three  neceilary  points :  a  doe 
providon,  a  vigilant  fuperintendence^  a  willing  execution. 
'  I.  A  due  proviiion.'  He  tbatgivetb,  let  him  do  ii  wUbJmh 
plidty  T  fairly  allowiag  every  right  motive  its  fxSX  effed  up- 
on him.  The  mere  inftind  of  pity  will  operate  irregnlailjy 
sndfometimes  hurtfuUy.  Mere  worldly  prudence  will  be 
generally  mifled  by  prefeat  felf-intereft.  A  fonfe  of  monl 
fitnefs,  without  the' fenftion  of  divine  authority,  ivill  fcaroe 
ever  produce  much  fruit,  in  common  foils  at  leaft.  And  tiie 
religibn  of  reafoh  alone,  will  but  feldom  furnifli  precepts  de- 
terniinate  enough,  or  ezdite  hopes  and  fears  powerful  enough, 
to  fupply  the  deficiency. '  Doubtleis  we  Chriflians  ought  fin- 
cerely  to  efteem  thofe,  .who  froxn  any  true  principle,  beueit 
their  fellow-creatures :  but  at  the  fame  time,  eameiUy  to  pmj 
God,  that  he  woiild  make  them  aUogether  J%tch  as  %ve  art  |. 

The 

*  Chryfoft.  Jfoin.  $6.  in  Nfatth.  p.  6^8.  Tom,  7.  Ed.  Montf. 

■f-  The  word  I' aletudinarium  Is  in  feveral  Remam  authors;  but  feems  X9Viatk 
only  a  receptacle  for  the  iick  fervants  of  a  family,  in  or  near  the  hoofe. 

\  Jerom  (iifh,  that  Fubioia^  a  wealthy  Chriflian  widow,  of  a  noble  Smm  f*- 
«iily»  who  died  in  his  time,  firft  erc£(ed  a  pnblic  infirmary ;  firimm  emuiammmt 
/u7n  injlituit,  in  que  egroiantes  nliigertt  dt  plaieh  \^  efifttmfta  laaguwihu  aSpe  hii* 
mtferortm  membra  ftneret*  £p.  84.  £d.  Bcned.  77.  Jbd.  VcroD.  And  Crrgtryt^ 
JPreJhyter,  in  his  life  of  Na%ianzrm,  faith,  that  Bafii,  who  lived  in  the  fame  agt 
with  Jfrom,  built  a  large  hofpital  for  lepers,  with  chanty  money,  which  be  c^i- 
leiledfor  that  purpofe. 

i  Cod.  I.  i.  tit.  a,  leg.  15,  I9, M.  tit.  3. leg,  18. 

I    AtU  zzvi.29. 
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The  gofpel  weakens  no  other  inducement :  and  adds  fuch  per- 
£aafive  ones  of  its  own,  that  whoever  emhraces  it  injimplicity 
and  godly  Jincerity''^f  muft  be  charitable.  A.nd  hence  I  pre- 
fume  it  isy  that  the  word,  tranflated/im^/rW/^  in  the  text,  £gr 
nifies  liberality,  infeveral  places  of  the  New  Teftament  t,  and 
perhaps  in  no  book  written  befoj*e  it.  For  one,  who  is  a 
Chriftian  infinglemfs  of  heart  t,  can  neither  covet  immode- 
rate wealth,  nor  hoard  np  againft  improbable  accidents,  nor 
make  falfe  pleas  of  inability,  nor  examine  the  merits  of  the 
d^ftreffed  with  rigour  ^,  nor  caniine  his  alms  to  fome  favourite 
obje&s  of  beneficence  ;  but  will  fairly  confider  the  claims  of 
every  different  fort.  And  none  hath  better,  than  this  holpi- 
(aly  on  varipus  accounts^ 

Jt  ftands  remote  from  others,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  in- 
pumerable  mariners  and  artificers,  whom  their  manner  of  life 
fubjeds  to  many  grievous  cafualties  and  difeafes.  Of  thefe  it 
takes  care,  if  the  cafe  fo  require,  (and  there  have  beet)  three 
Jiundred  and  thirty  fuch  during  the  laft  year,)  without  any  re*, 
pommendation ;  but  in  all  cafes,  without  any  payment  on  their 
admifibni  or  any  fecurity  for  their  burial,  Ihould  they  die : 
which  two  demands,  exclude  the  mpft  helplefs  from  other  hof- 
pitals,  and  throw  them  on  ours :  but  the  advantage  increafes 
far  beyond  tlie  expence. 

Its  fupport  bath  always  been  from  fpontaneous  gifts ;  and, 
within  the  compafs  of  the  annual  account  lately  publiihed, 
they  have  fallen  fhort  of  the  difburfements  by  three  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  Now  it  could  not  fubfift,  nuich  lefs  be  en- 
larged as  it  ought,  were  this  dimunition  to  continue.  But, 
we  trufl  it  is  only  temporary ;  proceeding  from  %eal  to  carry 
on  with  fpeed  a  feparate,  but  important  part  of  the  general  de-» 
fign*  A  new  ftru&ure,  difcreetly  poftponed  at  firft,  is  now 
erecting,  in  a  purer  air,  with  larger  and  loftier  rooms,  yet 
wholy  contrived  for  health,  not  fliow,  in  which  far  greater 
numbers  will  be  far  better  accommodated.  And,  indeed,  the 
ere&ion  of  it  is  a  double  charity,  by  employing  the  healthy 

poor 

•  %  Cor.  i.  la.  fa  Cor.  vlii.  ».  ix.  ix,  15.    Jam.  L  5* 

IAdlsii.  46.    £ph.  Ti.  5.     Col.  iii:  32. 
L*  CUre  apprehend*,  that  fhe  apollle  meant  parttcularl7  to  give  this  diree- 
tion  ;  which  fome  of  the  early  Chrifltaiu  carried  to  a  great  length.    See  /Ar 
JLephsriof  Ktrmax^X,  %»  mand.  2. 
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poor,  as  well  as  providing  for  the  unhealtfaj.  On  this,  1 
eighteen  hundred  pounds  have  been  laid  out,  inthelaft  tvdve- 
mooth^  more  than  hath  been  received  in  that  time  ;  and  onlj 
two  hundred  and  ninety- three  remain  in  Bank.  The  friends 
to  ity  therefore,  I  hope,  will  not  fail  to  confider,  that  the  foon. 
er  it  is  finiihiedf  the  fooner  the  monej  alreadj  expended  on  it, 
will  become  ufeful,  and  the  charge  of  having  two  houfes  at 
once  will  ceafe.  And  fuch,  as  were  not  friends  to  it,  ought  to 
confider  alfo,  that,  while  others  are  contributing  to  the  build* 
ing,  tlie  fund  for  the  patients  will  ^k,  unlefs  thej  fupplj  tho 
deficiency.  When  it  is  once  completed,  though  larger  doov 
lions  will  be  wanted,  than  before  it  was  begun,  becaufe  more 
perfons  will  be  admitted  than  can  now,  yet,  as  the  whole  wiU 
be  dire&ly  applied  to  their  ufe,  the  benefit  of  the  hofpital,  ia 
proportion  to  the  cofi,  will  be  much  more  vifible,  than  it  hath 
been  hitherto. 

IL  The  fecgnd  point  is,  a  vigilant  fuperintendcaicey  Hf 
that  rufetb^  with  diligence*  - 

Some  of  the  governors,  indeed,  cannot  be  ezpefted  to  atteodi 
uulefs  on  pccafions  very  extraordinary.  The  mere  honour  of 
their  names  in  the  lift  of  fubfcribers  ffUl  do  great  fervice  \  and 
their  occafional  recommendations  and  vindications  of  the  cha* 
rity,  yet  greater.  But  the  afliftance  of  able  and  experienced 
perfons,  as  vifitors,  (an  office  to  be  faithfully  difcharged,  whea 
^ndertaken)  and  of  confiderable  perfons  alfo  at  the  weekly 
and  other  boards,  will  be  a  meritorious  addition  to  their  con- 
tributions :  and  the  more,  as  only  the  defire  of  doing  good, 
can  render  it  agreeable  to  them.  This  will  fatisfy  the  worldi 
that  every  .thing  goes  on  well.  For  good  govemmeot  is 
what  diftributes  properly  the  nourifhmeat  that  benefiidioos 
furniih,  and  animates  the  whole  machine  ;  of  which,  care  or 
negleft  will  wonderfully  augment  or  fruftrate  the  ufe.  In  t 
fyftem  compounded  of  fo  many  parts,  precaution  to  obviate 
diforders,  or  interpofition  to  reflify  them,  mull  be  continual. 
And  where  no  pofitive  faults  appear,  admirable  improveme&ti 
may  be  invented,  or  imported  from  other  places.  Indeed  pro- 
pofals  for  that  end,  fliould  not  be  ralhly  made,  but  very 
candidly  confidered,  when  they  are  made,  and  yet  not  over- 
warmly  preflcd.  For,  if  they  are  right,  in  time  they  will 
prevail.     And  eager  contentions  are  folicitoufly  to  be  avoided 

it 
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in  all  points,  partialities  of  every  fort  to  te  laid  afidc  j  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  faoufe  to  be  folely  kept  in  view,  and  even  that 
purfued  with  gentlenefs,  and  the  moft  obliging  mutual  regards « 
Bat  though  difTention,  like  an  acute  diflemper,  threatens  the 
moft  loudljy  and  brings  on  the  fuddeneft  danger  ;  jet,  if  the 
crifis  be  favourable,  all  may  be  as  well  or  better  than  before  : 
but  languid  fupinenefs  is  a  chronicle  difeafe,  that  proceeds 
with  (low  and  filent,  but  {urer  fteps^  towards  a  diilblution. 
The  former  happens  ofteneft  in  the  beginning  of  thefe  under- 
takings ;  and  I  hope  you  arc  completly  got  over  it,  the  later 
in  the  progrefs  ;  o£  which  therefore  beware.  Mark  out  and 
engage  fit  perfons  to  join  with  you,  and  fucceed  you,  as  afting 
governors  ;  infufe  the  fpirit  of  right  management  into  them, 
and  inftruft  them  in  the  fundamental  articles  of  it. 

One  article,  of  almoft  unfpeakable  moment,  is  cleanlinelTs  ; 
which  you  have  lately  confulted  with  much  prudence^  in  pro- 
viding change  of  freih  beds.  But  frequent  renewal  of  f reih  air, 
is  found  to  be  another  indefpenfible  requifite  for  the  recovery, 
and  even  the  f  refervatioit  of  health,  efpecially  when  numbers 
are  confined  together  in  the  fame  room.  Yet  few  fufEciently 
know  this :  and  attendants,  to  fave  themfelves  trouble,  arc 
tmwilltng  to  regard  it  y  and  the  change  muft  be  made,  in  the 
cafe  of  the  fick,  with  no  little  caution.  An  excellent  man  *, 
who  had  long  been  an  ornament  to  his  profeilion  as  a  Clergy- 
man, and  to  his  country  as  a  philofopher,  hath  (hewn  the  bcfl 
itieans,  as  well  a.i  the  neceffity  of  making  proviflbn  for  this 
purpofe ;  and  will  gladly  give  minuter  diredions,  which  may 
be  of  conikierable  benefit  in  your  prefent  houfe,  and  of  much 
greater  in  fitting  up  your  tkeyr  one. 

But  there  is  another  article,  on  which  1  muft  beg  leaVe  to 
tolarge  a  little  more :  that  of  religious  worfliip  and  inftruftion. 
Frayers  are  read  on  two  week-days,  but  they  fliould  be  read, 
and  a  fermon  preached,  on  the  Lord's-day  alfo  ;  as,  I  believe, 
h  done  in  every  other  hofpital.  The  omiffion  will  be  inter- 
preted, if  continued,  a  flight  on  Chriftianity,  and  cannot  fail  to 
grieve  extremely  all  the  pious  part  of  the  fick  ;  whereas,  pub- 
Kc  devotions  and  exhortations  then,  will  not  only  comfort 
thefe,  but  probably  awaken  many  of  the  reft  to  the  reverence 

of 
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of  the  dajj  wliich,  bein^  their  only  one  of  lelfare,  muft  Ife 
the  beft  of  their  lives,  or  the  wbrfl  *.    But  bare  getieral  forms 
have  often  fmall  eifieacj :  and,  therefore;  a  diftind  perfonal  ap- 
plication ought   moreover  to  be  made  to  each  of  them,  not  to 
fill  their  heads  with  empty  words,  ot  with  idle,  and  much  Ids 
with  hurtful  notions,  but  to  excite  in  their  fouls  a  firbng  aod 
pradical  fenfe,  that  he,  from  whom  they  are>  and  on  whom 
they  depend  here  and  hereafter,  hath  fent  from  heaven  to 
'  Uacb  them^  that  denying  ungodfimtfs  and  worldly  lufi's^  tU) 
Jhould  live  foherly^  righteoujly^  and  godly y  in  this  prefent  w&rU; 
looking  for  that  bleffed  hope^  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  ye/us  Chrift  :  who  gave  himfilf 
for  nsy  that  he  might  redeem  us  front  all  iniquity^  and  pmifj 
unto  himf elf  a  peculiar  people  y  zealous  of  good  works  \^ 

Thefe  doftrines^^  propofi^d  to  them  compafGondtely  and  dif- 
creetly,  wh^  their  condition  permits  them  to  reflect  without 
hazard,  will  give  to  the  well-difpofed  inezpreffible  oonfob- 
tion^  and  to  the  woril  no  more  thsin  nfefiil  terr6r;  A  peai- 
tent  convidion  of  their  pdl  fins  will  inilantly  render  them 
humble^  contented^  orderly^  and  obfervant  in  adl  refpefts :  k 
muftj  if  they  die,  have  fome  good  ii^ueoce  on  their  fiiitQiib 
fiate,  and  may  have  the  very  beft  on  many  byftandersV  B«c 
if  they  recover^  as  eight  in  nine  do^  fixing  it  deeply  in  that 
hearts  will  prompt  them  to  every  thing  right  for  tfaemfelTes^ 
and  all  with  whom  they  are  concerned ;  wilt  reftfab  then 
from  every  thing  wrongs  and  make  them  h?ppy  under  all  re- 
ftraints  and  all  affliftion^,  by  the  afiurance  of  an  eternal  n^ 
compence,  which  ineftimable  effeds  nothing  elfe  can  have. 
Poflibly  fcarce  any  principles  of  Chriftianity  or  morality  bare 
ever  been  taught  them  *,  for,  io  this  land  of  abiiied  liberty, 
that  is  determined  by  chance^  or  arbitrary  choice :  poffiblj 
none  ever  will,  unlefs  it  be  here  ;  and  here  they  ta^j  be  in- 
culcated on  them  with  peculiar  advantage.  Thfey  have  lei- 
fure  to  think  ;  are  kept  cool  and  low ;  have  not  their  vicious 
companions  round  them  to  deride  ferioufhefs,  but  fellofw-fuf- 
ferers  to  applaud  it :  they  experience  the  value  of  religion 
and  virtue  ;  for  to  thefe  they  owe  the  tender  care  that  is  ta* 

ken 

*  On  this  admonltioa,  the  late  Lord  Vifcount  SoUeJkne  gave  privately  u  s!- 
lowaDce  for  performing  the  Sunday  ferTice,  till  the  hofpUal  provided  for  it 
\  Tit.  u.  la,  I3»  X4« 
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ken  of  them.  Pious  books  are  read  in  the  wards^  bj  fuch  a9 
can,  to  the  reft  ;  which  will  be  much  better  minded^  after  fcr 
parate  exhortations  m^de  to  each  ;  and  a  linall  gift  of  fliort 
admonitory  trads,  judicioufly  chofen  for  them  when  they  go 
away,  will  tend  very  powerfully,  through  Grod's  blefiing,  to 
perpetuate  the  impreffions  which  they  have  received :  at  leaft^ 
we  Ihall  thus  have  tried  what,  even  in  worldly  wifdom,  we 
ought.  A  confiderable  ihare  of  the  poverty  and  difeafes,  and 
fome  ihare  al  the  accidents,  that  bring  perfons  to  hofpitals, 
arifes  from  their  wickednefs ;  and  therefore  amending  them 
is  the  way  to  prevent  ^heir  return  thither.  Public  wealth 
and  ftrength  con&fts  partly  in  the  niimbers,  partly  in  the  ufe- 
fulneis  of  the  people.  Now  both  will  bear  a  near  proportion 
to  their  morals  ^  on  which  alfo  (he  private  fecurity  and  do- 
meftic  enjoyment  of  life  almoft  entirely  refts.  And  many  of 
the  poor  wretches  eured^  if  they  go  away  as  vile  as  they 
con^f  l^ill  hav45  caufe  to  wilh,  with  their  families  and  the 
conouunity^  that-their  diftempers  had  proved  mortal.  Even 
fiippofing  men  could  be  ]eept  fuificietitly  in  order,  againft  their 
judgments  and  wills,  by  di^ad  of  temporal  puiiiifaments,  their 
fituation  muft  be  a  very  uneafy  one ;  whereas,  thankful  obedi- 
ence to  a  juft  ruler,  and  gracious  rewarder,  is  the  moft  pleaf^ 
ing  motive  imaginable.  But  evidently  they  cannot  j  nor  any 
where  fo  little,  as -where  the  limitation  of  the  magiftrate's  au- 
thorify  by  law  is  the  ftriSeft.  And  they  muft  have  a  ftrange- 
ly  felf-denying  zeal  againft  religion,  who  bad  rather  that  thofe 
about  them  fliould  defpife  it  and  be  mifchievous,  than  revere 
it  and  be  harmlefs.  ^ 

Indeed  the  performance  of  aH  that  I  have  been  reconmiend- 
ing,  will  require  fome  addition  of  expence  ;  but  not  much  in 
comparifon,  not  more  than  is  allowed  elfewhere,  not  without 
receiving  a  valuable  ponfideralion  in  retu^.  Good  perfon^ 
will  contribute  to  it ;  will,  if  defired,  bear  the  whole  of  it ; 
wili  be  more  liberal  to  %he  other  parts  of  the  charity  for  it  9 
the  reputation  of  the  houfe  will  be  heightened  by  it ;  which, 
I  muft' tell  you,  fuffers  from  delaying  fo  necelTary  a  provifion*. 

I  would  only  fay  further,  on  the  fecond  head,  that  when 
patients  are  difcharged,  t;he  good  advice  of  the  board,  and  of 
the  governors  who  recommended  them,  may  have  vaft  weight 
with  them,  efpecially  if  it  be  enforced  by  fome  affiftance,  ei- 

VoL.  III.  4  C  ther 


$70  Simplicity  Mingkd  mhh  lAher alky ^  3er«CXXXV. 

ther  from  the  common  ftopk,  ox  private  liberalitx,  for  prefent 
fupport,  till  they  get  ftVength  and  ^ufioefs. 

IIL  The  third  and  laft  point  is  a  willing  execution.  Ht 
that  Jhemeth  mercy ^  with  cl^eerfulnefy.  ^oTjbeipkig  nurcj  i^ 
underftobd  by  the  beft  oominentators  *  to  fignify  b^re^  ^bat 
the  like  phrafe  comprehends  in  the  hiftpry  of  the  benevdeat 
Samaritan  f ,  miniftering  perfonally  to  the  obje&s  of  the  cha- 
rity ;  anS  ch^erfulnefs  %  denotes  good  will,  both  to  them  m4 
to  the  employment.  AU  depends  at  laft  pn  the  c^re  and  kiod^ 
nef3  of  thofe  whq  are  engaged  in  thi$  inim^diate  applicatioa; 
in  which  they  muft  indeed  fte  melancholy  and  ihocking  fights, 
and  perform  low  and  difguftfu}  offices.  Bift  religion  hath  the 
fecret  tq  make  every  thing  agreeable ;  and  their  occupstioos 
are  fo  much  more  beneficial  tq  mankind,  an^  better  fitted  t^ 
improve  thtiir  pwn  hearty,  than  Providence  ha^h  allotted  to 
moft  others,  that  thqr  have  c^ufe  on  r^iie^oil  to  ^  (atisfi^i 
and  even  pleafed,  with  their  condition. 

The  general  duty  of  all,  yrho  attend  on  this  good  work,  i^ 
induftriouily  to  further,  and  in  no  refpe&  to  counterad  the 
intent  of  it ;  to  abftain  frqnx  provoking,  difcouraging,  pro- 
fane or  immodefl  behaviour  an4  difcourfe ;  and  to  deter  ot 
difluade,  fo  far  as  ^hey  can,  every  one  concerned,  from  what- 
ever is  faulty.  The  particular  duty  of  himf  who  mioifters  ii^ 
holy  things,  hath  been  already  intimated-  Phyficians  andfur^ 
geons  are  habituated  tq  humanity  and  decency  \  s|n4  will  uo«> 
doubtedly  (hew,  and  require  that  all  under  theqi  ihew,  as 
much  of  it  to  thefe  poor  creatures  as  to  their  betters.  The 
officers  of  the  houfe  muft  not  only  be  upright,  frugal,  dili^ 
gent,  themfelves,  but  fee  both  that  inferior  fery^nts  be  aiB- 
duou;  and  pundual,  faithful  and  impartial,  gentle  and  tender, 
which  I  underftand  i$  e^prefsfly  changed  on  them^  and  like* 
wife  that  the  patients '  conform  to  the  rules  prefcribed  tbem. 
Failures  in  the  very  loweft  part  of  the  manageQieqt,  and  that 
feem  but  fmall,  may  be  extremely  hurtful  to  the  fick ;  and, 
though  they  are  not,  will  be  mentioned  by  them  in  ftrooj 
terms  when  they  come  out ;  and  fnch  reports  will  reach  their ' 

recommep4^s 

*  EXftS»r2«  hlc  Tocat,  qui  ^Bgrotis  aderan.t*    Grot. 

t  Luke  X.  37. 
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fecommendef s  and  othetft^  and  in  all  likelihood  be  aggravated, 
to  the  onkndwn  difadvantage  of  the  ch'aritjr. 

But  the  charafters  and  condud,  both  of  the  governors  and 
of  thofe  whom  thej  intruft,  give  fuch  aflurance^  that  all  is 
and  will  be  carried  on  well,  that  I  proceed,  in  concluiion, 
boldlj  to  -alk  jour  generous  contributions  to  this  excellent 
Undertaking*^ 

Moft  df  the  piteous  obj^&s^  for  whom  it  provides,  vbecome 
fuch  in  Working  for  you.  Long  vojages,  or  dangerous  en- 
terprifes7  or  employments  liable  to  mifchances^  or  labour  on 
unwholefome  materials^  or  earneft  a&ive  induftrj,  or  dofe 
Confinement  ftnd  fedentarj  diligence,  are  the  ufual  caufes  of 
their  fufferings^  and  the  principal  fources  of  our  national 
riches  and  grandeur^  of  the  conveniencies,  and  elegancies,  and 
enjoyments  of  life :  fo  that  indeed  they  are  martyrs  to  the 
public  fervide.  And  were  it  only  to  the  public  luxury,  the 
fault  would  not  be  in  them,  but  in  you,  their  fuperiors,  who 
difpofe  of  them  fo  ;  and  who  ought  not  furely  to  let  them  lie 
vnrelieved  in  languifliment  or  torture,  for  having  fumiihed 
you  the  means  of  pomp  and  delicacy.  If  you  do^  you  are  fad- 
ly  unworthy  of  the  kind  providence  which  hath  exalted  you 
above  them^  to  be  its  own  ftewards  for  their  welfare. 

Bat  they  are  more  diredly  the  fervants  of  you  merchants 
And  traders ;  to  Ivhdm  thty  are  inftruments  of  earning  wealth 
and  honotirs,  for  a  bare  fubfiftence.  Think  then^  what  you 
ihould  feel  in  their  fituation,  wete  you  neglefted  after  all, 
ivhen  iUnefs  comes  upon  yoa.  Think  alfo,  that  induftrioy^ 
perfons  are  more  in  number  for  every  one  fuch  whofelife  is 
fitved,  or  who  is  fooner  or  more  perfe&ly  reftored  to  health. 
Thefe  oonfiderations  will  clearly  ihew  you,  that  all  perfons  of 
Eminence  in  trade  Ihould  be  liberal  fubfcribers,  and  the  red: 
eccafional,  if  they  cannot  be  ftated,  benefadors.  The  prefent 
is  onb  occafion.  The  banker,  0v  the  box,  or  any  friend  of  the 
liofpital,  Ti^ill  afford  you  other  opportunities  when  you  pleafe. 
And  you  well  know,  that  fmall  fums  frequently  given,  make 
« large  total ;  befides  that  even  the  widow's  mite  iingly  is. 
precious  in  the  fight  of  Gkxl  ** 

4  G  a  Some, 
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Some,  of  various  ranks,  may  not  know  objefb  enough  for 
their  charity ;  may  not  have  leifure  or  convenience  to  inqaiie 
after  them  ;  may  not  care  to  truft  or  trouble  others  widi  do- 
ing it.  Here  then  is  a  way  open  for  fuch  to  beftow^  unquet 
tionably  well,  juft  as  much  as  they  wiib  ^  and  they  ihoiild 
give  the  more,  becaufe  they  aie  put  to  no  difficulties^  in  or* 
der  to  give.  Others  have  had  fervants,  or  dependents,  ox 
neighbours,  under  cure  in  the  infirmary,  of  whom  they  would 
elfe  have  taken  the  charge  themfelves.  Now,  thefe  ought  at 
leail  to  reimburfe  the  infirmary,  fior  ftill  they  will  be  gaioen 
by  it,  but  elfe  they  will  in  effed  defraud  it. 

Perfons  profeffing  religion  cannot  but  be  fenfible,  that  weie 
they  to  let  unbelievers  excel  them  in  afts  of  bounty,  it  would 
dffbrd  them  fuch  a  triumph,  as  Heaven  forbid  they  flxmld 
ever  have.     And  perfons  indifiereot  or  unfavourable  to  reli- 
gion, moft  of  them  profefs  the  higheft  regard  to  beaevoleacev 
as  indeed,  if  doing  good  to  men  be  the  only  homage  they  vrili 
pay  to  God,  forely  they  CMigfat  to  be  very  abundant  in  it* 
We  invite  them,  ther^ore,  to  a  fair  contention  wiil»  os  oa 
this  head.     But  at  the  fame  time,  we  muijt  admoniib  tbeia, 
that  without  moral  felf'-govemment,  and  dutiful  piety,  tlicy 
will  on  the  whole  do  harm  to  their  fellow-creatures;  or  ooqU 
that  be  otherwife,  will  fail  of  becoming  inwardly  fuch  as  thxis 
all-wife  Creator  expefts»    And  it  is  grievous  to  think,  dial 
with  fome  qualities  fo  amiable,  by  the  wilful  or  careleis  ne* 
gled  of  the  reft,  they  ihould  deferve  condemnation  inflead  of 
reward.     Still  they  Jhall  attain  ADore  mercy,  than  if  they  bad 
not  been  merciful  * ;  and  therefore,  however  wicked  in  other 
refpeds,  it  is  highly  their  intereft  to  be  virtuous  in  this.  Bst 
charity  JbaU  cover  a  multitude  of  Jim  \^  only  when  it  proceeds 
from  an  efiicacioue  refolution  of  oiniverfal  amendment :  and 
then  it  is  peculiarly  both  a  proper  thankful  claim  to  God'9 
promife  of  forgivene(s,  and  likewise  a  proper  compen£Eition  to 
men  for  pait  injuries  and  omiiiions,  if  it  be  i^ifficiently  pleoti- 
fnl,  and  beftowed  on  the  fuffeters,'  when  they  can  be  foimd, 
or  on  the .  poor,  as  their  fubfiitutes,  when  they  cannot.    I 
hope,  therefore,  that  every  one  here,  wbofe  confcienoe  tdb 
him  he  hath  o£Fended  againft  his  brethren  and  his  heaYcnljr 

Father, 
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Father*  will  take  this  method  of  reconciliation  now  without 
delay. 

If  d^re  of  increafing  your  wealth  obftru&s  jour  liberali« 
ty,  you  cannpty  .even  in  this  world,  receive  near  fo  much  true 
fatisfadion  from  having  added  a  little  to  it,  aa  from  having 
done  the  great  good  which  that  little  is  capable  of  doing. 
Befides,  what  is  to  t>ecome  of  your  wealt)%  ?  Your  heirs  are 
to  have  it.  And  bow  are  they  to  employ  it  ?  If  they  a^re  to 
perform  afts  of  beneficence  with  it,  wby  may  not  you  as 
well  i  If  they  are  only  to  go  Ofi  augmenting  it,  where  13  the 
nfe  or  end  of  that  ?  And  if  they  are  to  fquander  it,  as  fooner 
or  later  they  wiU,  you  are  only  contriving  to  make  yourUeif 
wd  them  a  reproach,  ia  contrary  ways. 

Sttppofe  then,  on  the  other  faiMid,  it  be  pleafures  and  amufe- 
ments  that  intercept  yoiir  charity,  of  what  kind  are  they? 
Many  fSdhionable  ones  are  mean,  irrational,  deftrudive  of  the. 
ttme,  fortune,  health,  temper,  principles,  of  thofe  who  delight- 
in  them.  What  will  be  your  credit  and  weight  now,  wbait: 
the  efte^n  of  your  memory,  and  the  ftate  of  your  poflerity, 
an  age  or  two  hence,  if  you  live,  and  te^ch  them  to  live,  only 
or  chiefly  to  foch  things  ?  At  leail  intermix  with  them  fome- 
what  worthy  of  notice  and  of  praife^  Retrench  a  fin  or  a  toU 
ly,  and  give  the  coft  to  thefe  poor  creatures.  Put  out  of  your 
power,  by  fpending  well,  wha(  elfe  you  would  have  fpent  ilL 
This  will  be  of  4ouble  fervice  to  you. 

But  poffibly  you  devot^  the  fuperfluity  of  yom:  income  to 
innocent  entertainments,  ornaments,  decorations.  And  is  it 
fitting  ^hen,  that  yoa  Oiould  be  humouring  your  fancy,  or 
difplaying  your  tafte,  while  wretches  afound  you  are  perifb* 
ing  and  unoffifted  ?  But  fuch  things,  you  will  fay,  employ 
th^  poor,  and  fo  do  good.  Why,  allowing  that  they  do  good^ 
which  however  is  not  true,  without  feveral  exceptions^  ggt 
the  poor,  who  are  incapaUe  of  eipployment,  fliould  be  conii- 
dered  firft.  Otbera. indeed  0iay  fufier,  }f  you  overlook  themi!'' 
but  thefe  are  fuffering.  Others  will  make  fome  fhift,  perhapa 
a  better  for  the  public,  if  not  for  thenofelves  too  ;  but  th^fe 
can  make  none.  Befides,  you  may  be  a  great  deal  furer,  that 
tl^e  good  to  which  felf-indulgence  cannot  prompt  you,  is  me^nt 
fbf  good ;  and  it  will  procure  you  far  more  efteem  from  the 
worthy  and  confiderate.  Some  of  the  vain  and  thoughtlefs, 
^  6  perhaps^ 
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perbapS)  may  affed  to  ridicule  jon  for  it :  birt  only  avoid  in*'' 
judicious  proje&s  of  beneficence^  and  degrees  of  liberality  in. 
confiftent  with  other  obligations  o^  properties^  and  yon  will 
be  abundantly  fupported  within  and  without.  Private  par- 
fimony^  when  moderate,  and  combined  with  generofity,  in 
matters  of  public  concern,  was  highly  cetebrsLted,  even  Vj 
Heathens,  in  former  ages  *  ;  and  vdH  to  the  lateft  be  an  ho» 
nour,  and  felfifh  pomp  and  luxury  a  di%race,  to  all  nations 
and  all  perfons  that  are  noted  fofr  either.  The  gibers  at  mc^ 
nnorable  fingle  benefadions,  indeed,  ivill  be  longed  and  inoft 
extenfively  refpeded ;  Ymt  fuch  as  join  with  others,-  will  alfo 
have  praife  for  it,  equal  to  their  modeft  defir^s;  In  oiir  hof. 
pital  particularly,  their  names  and  contributions  are  redbrd^ 
ed,  And  openly  propofed  for  imitation ;  while  yet  they,  who 
choofe  it|  may  be  as  fecret  in  their  donations  to  this  charitj 
as  to  any. 

Poflibly  you  itiay  think  it  will  be  fudidently  carried  on 
without  your  help*.  But  whstt  if  ev6ry  body  were  to  think 
fo  ?  Befides,  how  do  yon  know  it  will  ?  And  if  it  would,' 
your  concern  is,  not  fo  much  that  good  works  be  done,  as 
that  you  do  your  fliare  towards  them. 

But  you  give  to  other  charities,  to  other  hdfpiials.  And 
fo  do  many  of  the  bountiful  friends  to  this.  Why  then  fazj 
aot,  why  then  ihould  not,  you  be  fuch  a  friend  to  it  likewife? 
But,  at  the  very  leaft,  be  not  an  enemy.  That  we  demand  as 
juftice.  If  we  are  wrong  in  any  thing,  we  fliaU  be  glad  to 
eorreft  it ;  if  deficient,  to  fupply  it.  If  we  think  we  excel 
in  any  thing,  we  heartily  wiih  we  could  excel  in  nothings 
If  we  have  chanced  to  take  a  name  that  may  feem  too  bftj, 
we  had  rather  never  have  taken  it,  than  have  given  ofience 
by  what  was  intended  not  to  arrogate  the  leaft  pre-eminence 
above  our  elder  fifters,  but  only  to  exprefs,  in  the.  ftrongeff 
manner,  how  numerous  the  objefts,  for  whom  provifion  is 
wanted,  were,  and  to  whom  we  principally  trufted  for  the 
means  of  relieving  them. 

Let  us  all,  therefore,  go  on,  amicably  as  well  as  diligendj, 
in  this  and  every  method  of  lefiening  mifery,  and  promoting 
goodnefs  and  hapjwefs,  in  the  worlds  from  an  humble  fcnfe 

of 
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of  duty  to  the  Maker  of  it,  till  the  exercife  of  the  virtues, 
^apted  to  our  prefent  fuffering  ftate,  improve  our  fouls  into 
a  fitnefs  for  that  approaching  time  of  enjoyment ;  when  God 
JbaU  wij^e  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes^  and  there  Jhatt  he  no 
more  deaths  nor/orrow^  or  crying  ;  neither  Jball  there  be  any 
p^qrf  ^ain.'^. 


$5R- 
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(Preached  in  the  Church  bf  St.  Mary^le^Bone^  December  4, 
1 75  4.- at  the  Tearlj  Meeting  of  the  Religioiis  Societies.) 


Rehqious  Conversation  Regulated  by  T^me,  Place, 
^AND  Circumstances^  an  Etidence  of  the  Gene&ai, 
Christian  Temper  and  Spirit. 


Malachi  iii.  16. 

T[Tfen  they^  that  feared  the  Lord^  /poke  often  one  to  another^ 
and  the  Lord  hearkened,  and  heard  it  ;  and  a  hoot  of  r#« 
memhrance  was  VfrUten  before  him,  for  them  that  feared  tb^ 
Lord,  and  that  thought  ufon  his  name^ 

'T'HIS  prophecj  was  delivered  long  after  the  return  of  the 
Jews  from  Babylon  ;  when  thej  had  ceafed  in  general  to 
be  fuperilitious  and  idolatrous,  for  it  fcarce  accufes  them  once 
of  either  fin,  but  were  falling  into  the  oppofite  extreme  of  in-  . 
difference  about  all  religion.  Many  of  the  priefts  themfdves 
performed  their  fimftions  carelefslj  and  contemptuouflj^  from 
a  principle  of  mere  worldly  intereft  *  ;  and  either  negle&ed  to 
inftruft  others,  or  mifled  them  f.  The  people,  partly,  with- 
out queftion,  in  confequence  of  this,  were  deftitute  of  zeal  (or 
God's  worfhip,  faid  it  was  a  wearinefs  andfnuffed  at  it  ;  £1- 
crificed  to  him  the  refufe  of  their  cattle,  J,  robbed  him  in  tithes 
and  offerings  j,  married  heathens  without  fcruple  ||,  broke  their 
marriage  vows  by  adultery^,  dealt  treacberou/lj^^ every  man 

sgaifffi 
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againjfl  bis  bratber  *,  were  guilty  of  oppreffion  and  perjuf  j'f ; 
for  the  prophet  exprefsly  charges  then!  with  all  thefe  crimes. 
And  he  addsj  that  they  not  only  indulged,  but  applauded  them- 
felves  ill  iflipiety  and  immorality';  calling  otf  with  fcorn  the 
ferlous  regard,  which  they  had  formerly  paid  to  unpkafing 
rules  of  duty ;. and  declaring  thofe^  who  had  fearlefsly  broke 
through  them,  the  only  Wife  pe'rfons..  Tour  words  idve' 
btenjlout  againflrne^fditb  tbe  Lord.  Ye  Toave  faid^  it  is  vain 
to/erve  God,  and,  what  projit  is  it\  that  we  have  kepi  his  or^ 
dinaneesy  and  that  we  hai)e  walked  tno^urnfuUy^  before  the  Lord 
of  Hojts  f  And  now  we  call  the  proud,  happy  ;  yea,  they  that ' 
work  wickednefs  are  fet  up  ;  yea,  they  that  tempt  Xiod  are  even 
delivered  X.  So  that  they  ftiU  leeni  to  have  profefled  fome  be- 
lief in  a  fort  of  deity  J  biit  at  the  fanae  tinie  prevailed  on  them*- 
ifclvei  to  fancy,  that  he  was  unconcerned  about  their  treat- 
ment  of  himfelf,  or  each  other. 

How  lively  a  piftiire  this  is,  though  drawn  above  two  thou- 
Jand  years  ago,  of  the  free-livers  -and  free-thinkers,  as  they 
have  been  called,  of  oiir  own  age;  and  how  large  and  increaf- 
ing  the  numbers  of  them  are,  I  need  not  fay  ;  their  pra£lices, 
their  difcourfe,  their  writings,  fiiew  it  too  plainly.  The  quef- 
tion  is,  while  tUey  beliave  thus^  what  fhould  our  behaviour 
be? 

Now,  lindoubftedly  eameft  endeavours  ought  to  be  ufed  for 
reclaiming  them.  Andfuch  as  are  ^qualified  for  this  employ- 
ment, efpecially  if  they  are  likewife  peculiarly  called  to  it, 
iDi*;uld  be  confcientioufly  diligent  in  it ;  labourmg  to  convince 
both  tbe  avowedly  profane  and  vicious,  and  all  who  lean  to- 
wards them,  of  the  unreafonablenefs  and  final  uncomfortablenefs 
of  their  notions,  the  abfurd  rafliaefs  of  their  talk,  the  ruinous 
tendency  of  their  conduft,  even  in  this  life,  to  themfelves,  to 
fUch  as  are  moil  dearly  conne&ed  with  them,  and  to  the  public  $ 
but  above  all,  of  the  certain  future  mifery,  which  they  mufl 
bring  on  their  own  hcads>  if  the  maker  of  the  world  govern  it 
with  juftice  or  wifdom,  or  indeed  with  real  goodnefs  to  the  whole ; 
and  for  what  other  ends  he  could  pollibly  create  it,  is  utterly 
inconceivable. 

Vol.  III.  4  D  But 
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But  though  every  perfon  of  plain  underftandiugy  and  op^ 
upright  hearty  is  capable  of  feeing  thefe  things  ;  and  tnoft  maj 
reprefent  them  -ivith  good  efieft,  to  fuch  as  err  through  incon* 
lideratenefs  or  fuggeftions  onlj,  yet  many  are  not  capable 
of  debating  them  with  acute  and  artful  opponents ;  or  if  they 
Mfftxtf  ftill  would  not  be  a  match,  on  other  accounts,  for  the 
bold  and  overbearing,  the  contemptuous  and  ridiculing.  What- 
ever caufe  a  modeYt  man,  of  common  ports  and  attainments^ 
were  to  nxaintain  againft  fuch,  the  combat  would  be  unequal, 
and  therefore  is  better  avoided  by  him.  But  fuppofing  him 
ever  fo  accomplilhed ;  what  fucce&  can  be  expected  againft 
fcornfii]  levity^  concefted  (elf-fufficiency^  hardened  unfaimeis^ 
or  ilupid  fenfuality  ;  againft  thofe,  who^as  the  Apoftle  adxnir- 
ably  defcribes  them,  walk  in  the  vanity  of  their  tnindy  ha^itig^ 
the  underjianding  darkened^  being  alienated  from  the  life  oJGod^ 
through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them^  hecaufe  of  the  hUndneJs 
of  their  hearts  ;  wbo^  being  pajl  feelings  have  given  themfelves 
over  unto  lafcivioufnefs^  to  work  all  uncleannefs  with  greedi» 
ne/s  *•  Probably  formal  oppofition  would  only  provoke  fudi 
to  more  ftiocking  exprejQions  of  irrellgion  at  the  time,  and 
greater  mifchievoufnefs  afterwards.  Therefore  Solomon^s  ge- 
neral maxim  and  diredion  is :  He  that  reproveth  a  /comer 
gettetb  to  himfelfjhame  ;  and  he  that  rebuieth  a  mcied  man^ 
getteth  bimfilf  a  blot.  Reprove  not  uf corner ^  hjl  he  beUe  thee  ^ 
reiuhe  a  wife  maUy  and  he  will  love  thee  f  • 

Still  they,  to  whbfe  province  it  belongs,  muft,  while  there 
is  any  view  of  fuccefs,  inJlruEi  thofe  who  oppofe  themfelves  *, 
reprove f  rebuke  §,.  exhort  with  all  authority  |[.  And  others 
muft  never  even  feem  to  countenance  licentious  talk^  and  to 
give  up  the  caufe  of  religion  when  attacked  ;  but  wcdJ^  in  wif-^ 
dom  toward  them  that  are  without,  that  is,  towards  unbeliev- 
ers ;  take  care  that  their  fpeech  be  always  with  grace ^  feafoued 
with  fait  ^  J  becomings  inoffenfive,  difcreet ;  and  that  they 
be  ready  alway  to  git^e  an  anfwer  to  every  man,  that  ajheth 
them  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  them  **.  But  ufually  it 
will  be  molt  advifeable,  on  all  fuch  occaiions,  tofpeak  briefly  ; 
and  in  fo  mild  a  manner,  that  the  party  concerned,  may  not 

think 
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think  htmfelf  challenged  to  attempt  a  replj ;  jet  in  fo  home 
a  one^  that  he  maj  feel  inwardlj^  and,  if  pollible^  alfo  lafting'» 
ly,  the  force  of  what  is  faid  to  him  ;  which  he  will  oft'ener 
do,  than  he  will  care  to  own  it.  For  the  words  of  the  wi/0, 
are  as  goads,  and  as  nails  fajlened  *•  Excepting  what  this 
aft  of  charity  may  require,  we  fliall  do  well  to  keep  our  mouths 
<is  it  were  with  a  bridle,  while  the  ungodly  is  in  our  fight ;  not 
difagreeably  abftaining  from  all  converfation,  but  ftudioufly  from 
all  which  they  can  be  likely  to  pervert ;  keeping  Jilence,  where 
there  is  danger  of  that,  even  from  good  words  f  ;  and  not  cajl» 
ing  their  pearls  before  fwine,  lefh  they  trample  them  under  their 
feet^  and  turn  again  and  rend  %  the  well-meaning  giver. 

The  duty  therefore  of  the  generality  of  Chriftians,  in  regard 
to  the  enemies  of  their  faith  and  praftice,  befides  pitying  them 
and  praying  for  them,  goes  litjtle  further,  than  firft  fecuring 
themfelves,  and  thofe  who  belong  to  .them,  from  the  contagi- 
on ;  and  determining  with  ^q/hua,  that  let  others  ferve  whom 
or  what  they  choofe,  theyjindJbeir  houfes  will ferve  the  Lordj:: 
then,  as  opportunity  may  oScr^Jlrengtkening  the  reft  of  their 
brethren  ||,  and  ufing  the  means  of  being  mutually  ftrengthen- 
ed  by  them,  in  the  fame  refolutioq. 

This  method,  we  fin4»  this  pious  and  virtuous  took  in  the 
days  of  Malachi,  Doubtlefs;the  f aithfiil  priejis  and  meffengers 
of  the  Lord  of  Hofis,  whofe  lip4  were  to  keep  knowledge^,  ut- 
tered it  alfo  :  lifted  up  their  voices  like  trumpets,  to  Jhew  the 
people  their  tranfgreffion,  anfi  the  houfe  of^acoh  their  fins  **. 
But  of  the  bulk  of  believer;!,  we  read,  not  that  they  were  for- 
ward to  difpute,  indeed  we  may  be  fure  they  were  backward 
to  intermix,  with  unbelievers  ;  but  only,  that  they,  who  fear'- 
ed  the  Lord,  fpake  often  to  one  another,  certainly  of  things  re- 
lating to  his  fear  ;  and  the  Lord  hearkened  and  heard  it, .and  a 
book  of  rememberance  was  written  before  him,  for  them  that 
feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought  upon  his  name* 

iiow  in  thefe  words  we  have  it  plainly  fignified  to  us, 

I.  That  ferious  conference  amongft  good  perfons,  is  pecu- 
.liarly  needful  in  thoughtleis  and  irreligious  times. 

4  D  a  II.  That 
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II.  That  Ood  obferves  aad  remembers,  asd.will  reward  the 
proper  ufe  of  it. 

Thefe  therefore,  ihaU  be  the  two  firft  heads  of  mj  difcotxTfe : 
and  then, 

III.  I  lliall  applj  them  to  the  prefeatoccafion. 

I.  That  lierious  conference  amongi|  good  perfons  is  pecnli- 
arly  needful  in  thoughtlefs  and  irvreligious  times. 

Indeed  we  ought  in  all  timcg  to  ihew,  by  our  converfatioo, 
what  we  are,  and  ihall,  in  fome  degree,  ihew  it  of  courfe,  whe- 
ther we  mean  to  do  fd  or  not.  Jf  we  exprefs  no  concern  for 
the  inl^efts  of  piety  and  virtue  in  our  words,  we  (hall  be  juftlj 
fufpe&e  J^Df  having  but  little  in  our  thoughts.  For  out  of  the 
dbumdance  of  the  heart  the  mouth  fp^aietb.  ji  good  man ^  omt 
of  iie  go  odtreafure  of  his  heart,  bringeth forth  good  things  ;  and 
an  evil  many  out  of  the  evil  treafure^  hrittgeth  forth  evil  things  *. 
Therefore,  as  it  concerns  us  infinitely  toJcnow,  of  what  fort 
of  perfons  we  are,  fo  we  flibuld  learn  to  judge  qf  ourfelves  by 
our  comnion  talk,  as  well  as  our  ^^^ions.  For  as  the  fruit  de* 
claret b,  if  the  tree  have  been  dreJ/id,fo  is  the  utterance  of  a  roir« 
ception  in  the  l^eart  of  man  ^,  If  then  the  conceptions  whidf 
we  utter,  the  fort  of  language  into  which  we  naturally  run, 
be,  though  not  pro&ne  or  immoral,  yet  f^'othy  and  vain  and 
trifling  ;  or,  though  of  a  graver  kind,  favours  of  the  intercfts 
of  this  world  only  ;  let  U9  take  notice,  that  fuch  as  are  the 
fubjeds  that  we  dwell  on,  fuch,  in  all  likelihood,  are  we* 
For  in  cafes  of  much  lels  moment,  we  are  fufficiently  apt  to 
fpeak  oi  things,  about  w}iich  we  are  folicitous  ;  and  i»  it  doc 
a  very  unpromifing  fign  then,  if  we  feldom  or  never  fpeak 
any  thing,  which  proves  our  fdlicitude  for  religion  and  morals? 
Poflibly  indeed  the  prevalence  of  bad  cuftom  in  that  re^ieft, 
or  feiair  to  be  thoiight  guilty  of  afieftatioh,  may  reitrain  us 
from  expreffing  bur  fentiments,  when  we  could  wtih  to 
do  it.  And,  in  the  cafe  of  others,  WQ  Should  be  as  ready  to 
allow  this  ^zcufe,  as  thipre  is  any  colour  of  reafon.  But 
in  our  own,  wie  fliould  examine  firiSbly,  wbatt^e  r^  truth 
is :  and  amend  our  manner  of  conyerfing,  for  a  memorial  to 
amend  likewife,  if  there  be  need,  our  inward  difpofitions. 
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Bj  fpeaking  feriouily  oh  praper  Qocafions,  y^e  fiiall  bind 
ourfelyes  to  a£i  fo,  elfe  the  inconiiftence  will  ihame  us.     And 
beiidesy  as  we  are  ftrangely  apt  to  grow  languid  and  flat  in  our 
good  incliQationSy  it  is  of  vail  importance,  that  we  fhould  ftir 
up. each  other,  which  a  word  in  feafqn,  or  a  mere  hint,  will 
often  do  furprifingly .    Ironjharpenetb  irpp^  faith  the  wife  king ; 
Jo  a  mdnjbarpeneth  the  countenance  (^  his  friend*  \  whets  him 
up  to  attempt  improvements,  and  execute  right  purpofes.     In 
wbateve^r  we  fet  to  learn,  partnership,  joint  advice,  mutual  in. 
citement,  imitation,  emulation,  if  thete  ^e  room  for  it,  have 
unfpeakable  force.     Now  we  are  tnoft  of  us,  God  knows,  but  > 
learners  in  piet j,  and  perpetually  in  danger  of  going  back. 
.Therejfore  the  fcripture  directs  us  to  ctmfider  one  another,  to 
'provoke  to  love  and  good  v)orks,  t,o  exhort  one  another^  as  power. 
:ful  means  of  holding  fqfi  our  faith  and  integrity  without  wa- 
vering f .     So  that  we  have  not  only  teafon,  but  (^mmand  for 
ttbe  praftice,  which  will  be  ftill  farther  ufeful^  by  giving  u^ 
caution  and  (kill,  as  well  as  courage  ^od  fpiri^.     The  fnares 
of  wicked  perfons  are  many  and  artful,  but  the  counfel  of  wor- 
thy and  experienced  friends,  may  ^uard  us  even  againft  tl^e 
^po&  dangerous^of  them.     The.temptattioQs  of  the  wicked  one, 
furround  us  continually  ;  'but  communication  yrith  .thofe,  who 
are  not  ignorant  qf  his  devices  J,  may  effedually  prevent  his 
getting  advantage  of  us.     Even  general  dlfcourfe  with  fuch, 
though  we  do  not  open  ourfelve?  to  them  by  particular  con- 
fidences, may  be  extremely  beneficial  to  us,  and  efpecial  truft 
repofed  in  them,  on  extraordinary  occaiions,  with  proportion^ 
able  circumfpe&ion,  may  be  yet  more  efTentlally  ferviceable. 

But  even  where  we  can  receive  little  inftruftion,  we  may 
enjoy,  however,  great  fatisfaftion,  from  intimacy  of  acquaint- 
ance with  them  who  have  obtained  the  like  precious  faith  ^ntb 
wrfelves  \  \  who  think,  and  ad,  and  hope,  and  expeA,  as  we 
do  ;  for  uniting  in  friendfhip  with  thofe  now,  whom  God,  we 
truft,  will  unite  with  us  in  heavenly  blifs  to  all  eternity.  We 
Iball  be  far  furer  of  finding  thefe,  upright,  unenvious,  coafi* 
derate,  benevolent,  compaffionate,  than  others,  who  have  not 
equal  inducements,  we  fball  be  able  to  converfe  with  them 

more 
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vnore  frankly  and  open  heartedlj,  as  agr^ing  in  our  fentiments 
of  the  principal  points^  and  depending  on  their  candour  wliere 
we  differ,  we  ihall  have  the*pleafure  of  eftceming  each  others 
characters,  and  rejoice  in  the  c6niideration,  that  we  place  our 
chief  regard  on  thofe,  whom  our  Maker  honours  with  his. 
What  if  they  have  ibme  faults  or  indifcretions  ?  Who  elfe 
have  fo  few,  or  fo  fmall  ?  What  if  perhaps,  they  are  ibme  of  | 
them  not  in  all  refpefts,  the  moft  entertaining  ;  the  worthinefs 
of  their  hearts,  will,  or  ought,  to  give  us  a  higher  pjeafure, 
than  the  brighteft  of  other  accompliihments  without  it.  What 
if  they  have  not,  all  of  them,  the  greatefl  compafs  of  fcience, 
or  ftrength  of  parts,  or  knowledge  of  the  world  ?  They  are 
infinitely  wifer  in  the  xieceflary  points,  than  multitudes  who 
have.     What  if  they  cannot  promote  our  temporal  views  ?  j 

Tlicy  will  never  betray  us,  they  will  never  injure  us  ;  they  | 

will  always  forward  us  in  the  way  to  eternal  happinefs.  Keep- 
ing at  a  diftance  from  fucfa  as  thde,  who,  we  mud  be  fenfible, 
merit  other  treatment ;  and  paying  court  to  perfons  of  bad  or 
no  principles,  and  blameable  lives,  for  the  fuperficial  agreea- 
ble^efs,  or  mifufed  abilities  that  they  have,  for  the  gay  ap- 
pearence  they  make,  or  the  Httle  preient  fervices  which  thej^  I 

4can  do  us,  is  io  ine<}uitable  in  itfelf,  and  fo  grievoufly  and  evi- 
dently prejudical  to  the  caufe  of  religion  and  probity,  and  com- 
mon good,  that  they  who  indulge  themfelves  in  it,  have  great 
need  to  fufpedt  the  rightnefs  of  their  own  minds,  and  to  ap- 
prebend  imminent  danger  of  their  being  further  depraved. 
There  is  indeed  a  variety  of  connections  in  human  a&irs,  that 
may  often  prevent  us  from  taking  the  different  notices  of  dif- 
ferent characters,  which  are  their  xlue  ;but  unlefs  we  honefUy 
endeavour  it,  and  contrive  for  it,  as  £ar  as  we  can,  and  lament, 
tiot  in  words  of  form  and  ezcufe  now  and  then,  but  from  the 
t>oXtom  of  our  hearts  conftantly,  that  we  cannot  do  it  more ; 
fve  axe  cither  bad  perfons  within,  or  very  imperfedtly  good. 
With  whom  then,  let  us  a(k  ourfelves,  do  we  love  to  aflbciate, 
and  what  familiarities  do  we  choofe ;  can  we  fay,  if  not,  will 
we  qualify  ourfelves  for  faying,  with  the  pfalmift  i  I  am  a 
^companion  cf  all  them  that  fear  thee^  and  keep  thy  eomrnand" 
njtents  *.  My  delight  is  upon  the  faints^  that  are  in  tie  earthy 
and  uponfuch  as  excel  in  virtue  \. 
^  3at 
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But  converfing  with  religious  people,  is  peculiarly  requifite 
in  irreligious  times  ;  when  the  godly  man  ceafetb^  when  the 
faithful  fail  from  among  the  children  of  men*.     In  proportion 
as  the  number  becomes  fraaUer,  it  naturally  invites,  to  make 
the  union  ft  rider,  on  various  accounts.     Prevailing  negleft 
of  God  and  his  commands,  c&n  hardlj  fail  to  excite  anger  ia. 
pious  breafts  ;  but  grief  it  muft  caufe.     Rivers  of  water  run 
do^vn  mine  eyes^  becaufe  men  keep  not  thy  law  f.     Now  both  in- 
dignation and  forrow,  require  vent.     Do  we  then  feel  neither 
00  this  occafion  ^  or  if  we  do^  to  whom  (hall  we  give  them 
▼ent,  but  to  fuch  as  will  cordiallj  fympathize  with  us  ;  or,  if 
vfc  want  not  their  acquaintance  for  anjr  fuch  reafon,^  we  majr 
for  another,  that  i»  more  important.     Our  Saviour  hath  fore-. 
vramed  us,  that  becaufe  iniquity  Jhall  abound^  the  love  of  many . 
JbaU  wax  cold  J.     Were  only  thofe  around  us  in  this  danger^ 
we  ihottld  labour  to  prevent  it ;  but  we  ourfelves  run^  it  maj 
be  an  equal  riik  of  declining,  firft  intalukewarnmefs,  then  into 
doubt,  then  into,  apoftacy.  Therefore  St.  Pat;/ direfts  tothelame 
remedy  with  that  in  the  ta&t,  as  a  fovereign  and  fpecific  anti- 
dote.    TTakeheedt  brethren,  left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil 
heart  of  unbeliefs  in  departing  from  the  living  God  ;  but  exhort 
one  another  daily  ^  le/l  any  of  you  be  burdened  through  the  deceii^ 
fulnefs  of  fin  \.     Some  fbciety  we  muft  have.     By  feeking 
that  of  good  perfons,  we  Ihall  have  lefs  need  to  fpend  much  of 
our  time  with  the  bad  ^  and  be  lefs  hurt  by  that  portion 
which  we  are  obliged  to  give  up  to  them.     They  will  not  fo 
readily  dare  to  tempt  us  :  mere  good  breeding  will  be  one  good 
check  upon  them,  when  they  perceive,  by  the  company  we 
keep,  and  the  tenor  of  our  common  fpeech  agreeing  with  it„. 
that  we  have  made  a  Chriftian  life  our  deliberate  choice* 
And  this  will  be  a  vaft  fecurity,  and  oafe  to  us.     It  i»,  in  ef- 
fed,  faying,  though  meekly  and  modeftly,  yet  fo  as  will  awe 
the  generality  of  the  world,  away  from  me,  ye  wicked  ;  I  will 
ieep  the  commandments  of  my  Go^  j|. 

Indeed  fuch  declarations,  what  (ide  we  are  of,  by  proper  ex* 
prefttons  prudently  introduced,  and  acquaintances  difcreetly 
made,  will  not  only  reftrain  ftaners  from  ^wounding  our  ears, 
iritb. profane  or  licentious  talk,  which  will  at  the  fame  time» 

be 

•  Vt  xH,  f.  t  P^-  ««•  '3^-  \  Matth.  xxiv.  \%. 
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be  fome  diminntioa  of  their  giiilt,  but  muft,  if  thej  have  anj 
reflexion  and  diffidence,  excite  in  them  ftrong  fufpicions,  which, 
throngh  God's  bleffing,  may  improve  into  full  perfuafion,  that 
the  doftfines  and  the  precepts,  ^hich  thej  have  flighted,  and 
we  reverence,'  are  awful  realities.  At  leaft  it  will  greatlj 
comfort  all,  who  ate  engaged  in  the  fame  caufe  with  us ;  con- 
tribute much'  to  prefervfe  the  wavering,  and  fingularlj  ani- 
mate the  well-difpofed,  but  timorous  and  diftmftful  of  their 
own  judgments  ;  to  find,  from  the  open'  and  jobt  profeifions 
of  good  perfohs,  that  more  fuch  "are  left,  than  thej  imagined. 
The  wretches,  who  go  about feekingwhofb  they  may  devour*^ 
ehdeavour'to  petfuade  thetn,  that  there  are  few  or  none.  Let 
us  ihew'them  the  contrary;  and  where  they  are  to  be  met 
with,  and  that  they  are  fufficiently  united,  as  well  as  nunier- 
ous,  to  be  a  iheltet  and  a  refug^';  convince  them,  that  if,  bj 
adhering"  to  their  duty,  they  lo{^  the  good  opinion,  fuch  as  it 
is,  of  fome,  they  fhall  gain  the  much  more  valuable  efteem  of 
others ;  offet  thetti  our  fupport  and  friendfhip,  our  advice  and 
affiftance,  We  are  apt  to  be  extremely  zealous  in  patronizing 
the  feveral  pairties  that  we  form  about  other  affairs,  often 'cx- 
ceffively  trifling  ones ;  in  fecuring  perfons  to  our  fide,  in 
guarding  theiod  againft  contrary  imprefiions.  And  can  it  be 
right,  can  it  po'flibly  conlBft  with  true  piety,  that  we  flioiild 
have  no  z6al,  or  next  to  none,  for  the  greateft  of  aU  concerns  ; 
for  the  honour  of  our  heavenly  Fathet,  our  blefled  ftedeemer^ 
our  gracious  Sandifler,  for  the  prefent  and  future  felicity  o£^ 

mankind? 

But  further;  eveh  to  the  moft  zealous,  free  and  friendly 
difcourfe,  with  their  well-wifhcrs,  and  feUow  labourers,  may 
be  of  afingular  benefit,  by  procuring  advice,  how  to  conduA 
and  moderate  their  zeal ;  which  elfe  may  prompt  them,  and 
young  minds  efpecially,  to  overleap  the  bounds  of  difcretion  ; 
to  msJce  attempts  without  likelihood  of  fuccefs,  give  advaat*. 
tages  to  adverfaries,  and  bring  flxame  on  their  own  heads  ;  the 
confcioufnefs  of  which  perhaps,  may  drive  them  from  their 
firft  extreme,  to  the  oppofite  and  much  worfe.  E(ere  then 
particularly,  but  in  many  other  cafes  too,  they  v)bofear  the 
Zordmsj,  l>y  mutual  communication,  help  each  other  to  pre- 
ferve  at  once  the  harmlejfnefs  of  the  dove^  and  the  wifdom  o/ 
theferpent  f. 

*  z  Pet.  V.  8.  t  Mauh.  x.  x6. 
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It  is  not  by  any  means  neceffary  to  thefe  valuable  ends,  that 
the  whole  converfation  of  religious  perfons,  when  they  are 
together,  be  on  the  fubjefl  of  religion.  The  bare  choice  of 
Tuch  company  and  acquaintance  is,  of  itfelf,  a  mutual  incite- 
ment to  perfeverc  and  be  aflive.  Their  difcourfe  on  every 
fubjed  wUl  be  regulated  by  the  laws  o^  religion ;  the  truth 
and  importance  of  it,  will  be  fuppofed  in  all  they  fay  ;  and  on 
occaGon  will  be  aflerted,  and  fliewn  more  direflly.  .  When  it 
is  proper,  they  will  congratulate  one  another  on  the  happy 
ilate,  to  which  they  have  attained  through  him,  who  gave  him-- 
Jelffor  ourjins,  that  be  might  deliver  us  from  this  prefent  evil 
ivorld*  ;  they  will  animate  one  another  to  ^0  on  their  way  re^ 
joicing\  ;  they  will  comfort  one  another  J,  with  Chriftlan  con- 
ilderations,  under  difEculties  and  afflictions.  The  introdudion 
indeed  of  pious  phrafes,  or  even  fentiments,  out  of  time  and 
place,  will  be  avoided,  as  improper  and  difgu  fling,  in  (lead  of 
ferviceable.  But  ftill,  while  we  converfe  together  fo  freely^ 
on  every  thing  beiides,  we  need  not  furely  be  fo  extremely  fliy, 
as  we  commonly  are,  on  the  head  of  religion.  It  is  true,  the 
name  of  it  ihould  not  be  profaned,  any  more  than  that  of  its 
author,  by  irreverent  vulgar  ufe  ;  but  to  exclude  and  banifh 
it  under  colour  of  refped,  can  never  be  fitting.  It  is  a  fadly 
falfe  delicacy,  if  we  behave  thus  from  reverence  to  it ;  and  a 
lamentable  mean  fpiritednefs,  if  w^  forbear  to  mention  it  from 
fear  or  fbame.  One  would  not  be  unfeufonable  or  fupevfluous 
in  profeffions  of  loyalty,  of  friendfhip,  of  any  tiling  ;  but  one 
would  notbedefedive  neither,  andbring  one's  fel  f  into  fiifpicion, 
and  one's  friends  under  difcouragements.  The  fame  then, is  the 
rule  concerning  piety  J  and  expreffingourfelvcsopc.ily  in  its  fa- 
vour, whenever  opportunity  requires  or  invites,  is  no  more  than 
afting  in  charafter.  Vicious  and  impious  creatures,  bo^ ly  fhew 
themfelves  in  their  chaniders.  *they  corrupt  others y  as  the  PAil- 
mill  obferves,  (indeed  who  can  helj^obferving  it  ?)  andfpeah  oj 
xvickedhlafphemy :  Their  talking  is  againjl  the  Mofi  High,  ^ey 
flretch  forth  their  mouth  unto  heaven  ;  and  their  tongue  goeth 
through  the  world.  Therefore  fall  the  people  unto  themy  tak- 
ing their  confident  afTertions  for  marks  of  fupcrior  know- 
ledge; and  thereout  fuck  they  no  fmall  advantage  §  :  Advan- 

VoL.  IIL  4  E  tage 
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tage  to  tbeir  caufe  at  leaft,  but  often  to  their  perfonal  interefis 
alfo  ;  which  no  men  sre  more  given  to  purfue^bj  all  methods, 
direflt  or  indirea.  And  what  ihould  keep  us,  who  have  20 
infinitely  better  caufe,  and  that  fupported  too,  by  public  ao^ 
thority,  from  avowing  it  in  oppofition  to  them,  efpeciaOj 
ajong  with  thofe,  who  will  join  us  in  fupporting  it  ?  Bad 
people  cannot  have  one  motive  for  their  zeal,  which  we  have 
for  ours,  and  il  is  the  ftrongeft  poffible  ;  that  I  mean,  which 
the  text  mentions. 

II.  That  God  obfervesy  and  will  r^ard  it.  Ithe  Lord 
heariened  and  heard j  and  a  hook  of  remembrance  was  written 
iefore  him. 

He  hears  indeed  every  thing,  and  can  forget  nothing.  Bat 
the  prophet  means,  that  he  takes  a  gracious  notice,  of  this  par- 
ticularly, amongft  other  good  actions  of  his  fervants  and  wiB 
as  certainly  recompenfe,  in  the  prefent  life,  if  it  fuit  the  other 
purpofes  of  infinite  wifdom,  but  however  in  the  next,  their 
confultations  and  declarations  for  the  promotion  of  his  honour, 
as  if  they  were  all  regiftered  in  a  book,  that  lay  continually 
open  before  him  *^  The  world  is  apt  to  pay  no  attention,  or 
a  very  fliort-lived  one,  to  the  ufefulleft  labours  of  the  heft 
Chriftians.  Many  are  condemned  by  their  example,  and  oc- 
cafionally  too  thwarted  by  their  behaviour ;  nay,  fome  per- 
haps, envy  their  prefent  comfort  of  mind^  and  profpeS  of  fu- 
ture happinefs.  Therefore  they  fpeak  of  them  with  feverity 
or  fcorn,  bear  hard  upon  them,  try  to  fet  others  againft  them  j 
while,  towards  people  of  known  bad  principles  and  morah, 
they  are  all  indulgence  and  cliarity.  Mutual  conference  and 
counfel,  amongft  ferious  perfons,  will  confiderably  help  the» 
to  fupport  fuch  treatment.  Yet  ftill  their  fituation,  wiD  of- 
'  ten  be  a  difconfolate  and  melancholy  one,  were  their  only  rc- 
fource  in  themfelves  and  this  life^  But  the  refletlion,  thai 
they  a£l  under  the  eye  of  God,  ihall  be  dire&ed  and  owned  by 
him  ;  the  right  which  they  have,  of  faying  to  their  own  hearts, 
and  to  each  other,  what  our  Saviour  faid  to  his  difciples,  whom 
iefent  forth  asJJ^eep  amongjl  wolves  \^fear  not^  little fock^  far 
it  is  your  father'' s  good  pie  afure^  to  give  you  the  kingdosmX: 
this  altera  the  view  of  things  totally ^    Unpromifing  as  pre- 

feat' 

'•  Pf.  Ivj.  t.        •}  Mattb.  s.  x6.    Luke  z.  3.        t  Lukfzii.  3$, 
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fent  appearances  are,  the  kingdoms  of  this  worldj  Jball  h^  the 
Jkingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Chriji*,  both  of  profeffion  and 
practice,  far  more  fully  than  anj  one  of  them  hath  been  yet ; 
and  how  great  muft  be  the  honour  and  the  joy  of  having  con^ 
t:ributed  to  this  blefled  change  I  We  indeed  fliall  probably  ne- 
ver fee  it  here ;  but  we  fliall  look  down  upon  it  with  rapture 
from  above.  And  while  we  remain  below,  how  reviving  is  tlie 
latffxiT^jice^  feci  je  fr/i  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteouf 
nefsy  cultivate  faithful  obedience  to  him,  in  your  own  breafts^ 
in  as  many  more  as  you  can  ;  and  all  other  things  fhall  he  ad- 
ded unto  you  \  :  Such  proportions  of  every  worldly  advantage, 
as  will  prove  really  beneficial.  And  be  they  more  or  lefs, 
they  will  be  enjoyed  with  fingirlar  fatisfa&ion,  as  gifts  of  his 
love.  But  more  efpecially  fuch  may  hope  to  efcape  better 
thap  others,  in  times  of  general  vifitation  and  punifliment ; 
as  himfelf  intimates  in  the  verfe  after  the  text.  T!hey  fhall 
be  mine  J  faith  the  Lord  of  Hojlsy  in  the  day^  when  I  make  up 
my  jewels  ;  or,  as  it  rather  fliould  be  tranflated,  theyfhould  be 
Jewels^  or  a  peculiar  treafure  to  me,  preferved  with  uncommon 
care,  in  the  day  that  I  make,  or  appoint ;  and  I  willfpare 
them,  as  a  manfpareth  his  own  f on,  that  ferveth  him,  • 

Perfons  may  indeed,  by  concealing  to  which  fide  they  be- 
}ong,  efcape  fome  little  perfecutions,  and  fecure  fome  little  in<- 
terefts ;  and  entitle  themfelves  to  fome  favourable  diflindions 
from  the  worthlefs,  of  which  laft  many  feem  extremely  ambi^ 
tious.  But  while  the  difpofcr  of  all  things  gives  them  their 
defire  in  thefe  refpefts,  he  fends  leannefs  withal  into. their  fouls  %• 
Either  they  pine  away  with  fecret  confcioufnefs,  that  they  aft 
a  mean  part ;  and  feel  their  fenfe  of  duty  grow  languid  for 
want  of  exerting  it ;  or  if  they  decline  without  perceiving 
the  decay,  their  flate  is  the  more  dangerous  and  hopelefs. 
Ackno.wle4gment  of  God,  is  as  neceflary  to  our  acceptance, 
as  faith  in  him.  For  St.  Paul  hath  told  us,  that  as  with  the 
heart,  man  lelieveth  unto  righteoufnefs,  fo  with  the  mouth,  con^ 
fefjion  is  made  unto  falvation  §.  And  St.  John  hath  ranked 
together  in  future  panifhment,  the  fearful  with  the  unbeliev- 
ing II .  Nay,  our  Saviour^s  own  declaration;  which  cannot  be 
too  often  brought  to  mind,  is,  IVho&ver  fhaU  he  ajhamed  of 

4  E  a  me^ 

*  Rer.  xi.  15.        f  Matth.  vi.  33,     Lultc  xii.  31,        \  Pf.  cvi.  15. 
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me^  and  of  my  words ^  in  this  adulterous  and  Jinful  gefieratiosif 
of  him  alfo^Jhall  the  Son  of  Man  be  ajbamed^  when  be  cometh 
in  the  glory  of  his  Father ^  with  the  holy  angels  *. 

Our  religion  then,  is  not  to  be  deflembled,  but  avowed. 
He,  that  is  not  openly  with  Chri/l,  is  againft  bim\  ;  difobep 
his  diredionsy  and  fruilratet,  as  far  as  he  can,  a  v^uable  part 
of  his  defign.  But  they,  who  affift  his  followers  to  fupport 
his  cyife,  though  wicked  or  thoughtlefs  men  revile  them  for  it, 
are  exprefsly  affiired,  that  great  is  their  reward  in  heaven  J  : 
always  provided,  that  the  reft  of  their  charader  and  condud, 
be  fuitable  to  this  part.  For  fcripture  promifes,  made  to  one 
duty,  muft  ever  be  underftood  on  fuppofition  of  i^s  being  per- 
formed fromfuch  principles,  as  will  effeftually  influence  us  to 
obferve  evety  duty.  And  then,  the  more  we  abound  in  this 
particularly,  the  ampler  will  be  our  recompence. 

Now  therefore  I  proceed, 

III.  To  apply  what  hath  been  faid,  to  the  prefent  occafion^ 

Beneficial  as  pious  difcourfe  and  confultation  is  in  general, 
the  benefit  may  both  be  lacreafed  to  ourfelves,  and  other  feri- 
ous  believers,  and  extended  further  amongll  the  vicious  and 
inconfiderate,  by  our  uniting  into  tegular  focieties,  for  the 
more  conftant  intercourfe  of  mutual  edification,  and  fopport 
of  religious  behaviour.  In  thefe,  the  knot  of  virtuous  friend* 
fliip  is  drawn  clofer  ;  each  member  of  them,  is  bY-  the  reft 
warmed  into  greater  earneftnefs,  fumiihed  with  fuller  ad\dcc, 
bound  to  ftri^ler  circumfpe6lion.  They  are  flielters  and  pro- 
te&ions,  to  which  the  weak  may  fly ;  they  are  cities,  though 
fmall,/f/  on  a  hill,  to  attraft  the  obfervation,  and  direft  the 
fteps  of  travellers  ;  they  are  lights  fliining  in  the  worlds  to 
ftiew  men  the  path  of  life  J.  Such  indeed  principally* are  the 
more  public  ajfemblies  of  Chriftians,  which  trueXhriflians 
will  on  no  account  ever  forjahc  ;  though  it  be  the  manner  of 
fome  II,  indeed  of  many  in  our  days,  who  yet  retain  the  name, 
to  flight  them,  in  dired  oppofition  both  to  fcripture  and  rea- 
fon.  But  going  to  church  at  the  appointed  times,  hath  been 
reprefcntcd  as  a  thing,  which  people  do  thoughtlefsly  and  of 
courfe,  or  to  avoid  cenfure  ;  whereas  voluntary  focieties,  like 

yoursi 
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yours,  cannot  be  under  that  imputation.  Joining  in  them 
proceeds  plainly  from  deliberate  choice :  and  proclaims  very 
feafonably  in  a  degenerate  age,  a  fenfe  of  duty,  which  may, 
through  God's  blefling,  have  excellent  effefts.  Indeed,  were 
this  method  recommended  no  other  way,  the  praftice  of  our 
adverfaries  might  teach  it  us.  Unbelievers  have  their  infidel 
clubs  ;  nay,  turn  into  fuch,  as  far  as  they  can,  every  fort  of 
me<^ting  for  every  other  purpofe.  Thus  they  ftrcngthen  each 
others  hands  in  impiety ;  and  furely  then  we  fliould  aflbciate 
to  build  up  each  other  /«  our  holy  faith  *•  Not  that  you  are 
to  condemn  thofe,  who  do  not  in  form  become  members  of  your 
focieties.  They  may  have  rcafons,  with  which  you  are  unac- 
quainted, they  may  do  what  is  equivalent  in  fome  other  way  ; 
they  may  judge  ill  in  this  particular,  and  yet  mean  and  ad 
well  in  the  main.  But  ftill,  joining  more  vifibly  and  profef- 
fedly  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  as  you  do,  may  be  of  fingulkr 
fervice  to  yourfelves  and  others. 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  thcfe  focieties,  in  the  many 
years  which  they  have  fubfifted,  have  preferved  and  reclaimed 
from  fin,  improved  and  ripened  in  goodnefs,  great  multitudes 
of  fouls  ;  a  praife  infinitely  fuperior  to  all  that  any  other  com- 
binations can  claim,  which  are  inftituted  for  worldly  pleafure 
or  profit ;  and,  without  much  caution,  may  divert  the  atten- 
tion to  wrong  matters,  or  fix  it  on  fuch  as  are  comparatively 
trifles  j  whereas  yours  points  it  diredlly  to  the  one  thing  need- 
ful\.  Long  praftice  and  trial  hath  taught  you,  what  regula- 
tions are  moft  proper  to  avoid  inconveniences  ;  and  attain  the 
excellent  ends  which  yo:4  propofe.  Indeed  the  printed  orders 
of  one  of  your  aflembles,  wliich  I  take  for  granted  the  reft 
have  in  fiibftance,  are  fo  perfeftly  right  and  wife,  that  you 
need  but  little  more  direftion,  than  often  to  read  them  care- 
fully over,  and  keep  up  to  the  fpirit  of  them. 

Merely  paying  a  perfonal  attendance  at  your  focieties,  and 
joining  with  it  a  decent  deportment  in  common  life,  though  it 
may  be  an  example  of  fome  fpi ritual  ufc  to  others,  wDl  be  of 
little  more  than  worldly  benefit  to  yourfelves  \  indeed  will  de- 
ceive you  fatally,  if  you  reft  in  it.  For  a  bare  outfide  pro- 
felfion  is  nothing,  is  hypocrify.     Nay,  though   you   pra&ife 
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from  sn  inward  principle  of  confcience  eyer  fo  maiij  bumaii 
virtues,  but  without  regard  to  God,  you  are  only  moral,  not 
pious  men.     Nay  further,  if  you  alfo  worfliip  and  hononr 
him,  and  think  that  by  this  you  merit  favour  and  reward  front 
him^  you  are  miferably  ignorant  of  his  holinefs,  and  jdbf  own 
finful   imperfedions.     Or  even  fhonld  you  go  yet  another 
ftep,  and  truft,  not  in  your  good  works,  but  in  his  mercy,  as 
difcoverable  by  the  light  of  reafon  only  ;  that  can  never  Ihew 
yon  certainly,  whether,  and  in  what  degree,  his  mercy   will 
es^tend  to  you  ;  and  though  not  far  from  the  kingdom  ofGod^^ 
you  ftill  want  one  thing  before  you  can  enter  into  it,  £aith  ia 
his  mercy,  as  purchafed  by  the  blood,  and  offered  by  the  gofpel 
of  Jefus  Chrift.     Numbers,  alas  !  in  our  days  have  whoDy,  or 
in  part,  (lighted  and  call  off  his  gofpel.     But  inftead  of  follow- 
ing them,  remember  the  faying  of  St*  Feter  when  many  of  his 
difciples  went  back,  and  walked  no  more  with  him*     Tlbea  fcdd 
Jefus  unto  the  twelve,  wiU  you  alfo  go  away  /  T'ben  Simom 
Peter  anfwered  him  ,-  Lord,  to  whom  JhaU  we  go  /  T^hou  ha/i 
the  words  of  eternal  life  f .     If  yqu  once  leave  the  revealed 
will  of  God ;  what  you  are  tg  do,  will  often  be  matter  of 
doubt ',  but  how  you  ihsdl  be  able  to  do  it,  and  what  y5u  are 
to  hope  or  to  fear,  after  doing  fo  rightly,  and  fo  much  amifs, 
will  be  always  uncertain.     And  in  thefe  circumftances,  world- 
ly intereft,  or  fenfuality,  or  vanity,  will  foon  tempt  you,  as 
too  frequent  experience  hath  proved,  firft  to  live  wickedly, 
then  to  difbelieve  a  future  recompence.     Therefore  if  you  love 
your  fouls,  if  indeed  you  would  preferve  any  fenfe  of  rdigioo 
at  all,  ftand  fall  in  the  faith  of  your  Weffed  Redeemer.     Very 
poffibly  you  may  hear  not  only  jcfts  thrown  upon  it,  which 
deferve  nothing  more  than  contempt  and  abhorrence,  but  feem- 
ing  or  real  difficulties  raifed  in  relation  to  it,  and  fhrewd  ob- 
jeftions  urged  againft  fuch  a  doftrine  or  fuch  a  text,  or  fuch 
afaft.  Qualify  yourfelves  toanfwer  them,  if  you  can;  feran- 
fwers  to  them  all  there  are.     But  if  you  cannot ;  rely  fecuxe- 
ly,  as  you  well  may,  on  the  accumulated  evidence  of  innumer- 
able miracles  performed  and  prophecies  fulfilled,  the  fublimi- 
ty  and  purity  of  the  doftrine,  the  incomparable  exceUence  of 
the  charader  of  Chrift,  the  difinterefted  fufferings  of  his  firfl 
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followers,  the  glorious  prevalence  of  his  gofpel  againft  all  ojk 
poiitioiiy  the  divine  efiicacy  of  it  on  the  hearts  of  men.  Thefe 
are  general^  obvious,,  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  whole  of 
Chriftianity  at  once  ;  fufficient  to  outweigh  ten  thonfand  ex- 
ceptions to  particular  parts« 

Being  convinced  then  that  you  ought  to  receive  the  golpel 
of  Chrift,  receive  it  in  fimplicity,  as  the  truth  is  in  Jefus  * ; 
believe  in  him  as  God  manifejl  in  the  JUJh  \  ;  believe  in  the 
atonement  of  hi^  death,  the  necefEty  of  the  grace  of  his  Spi- 
rit, the  efficacy  of  his  inftitutions ;  and  that  with  fuch  a  faith, 
as  will  equally  prompt  you  to  pray  for  pardon  and  help,  and 
to  cleanfe  your/elves,  by  means  of  the  affiftance  granted  you, 
yrom  all  Jilthinefs  ofthejlejh  and  fpiritj  ftrfcQing  holinejs  in 
the /ear  of  God  Xp 

From  this  faith  will  arife  comfortable  hope,  which  differs 
only  in  degree  from  joyful  affurance,  of  being  in  a  ftate  of 
Acceptance  and  falvation.  But  the  fcripture  hath  not  taught 
us,  nor  is  it  fafe,  to  judge  of  our  fpiritnal  condition  by  any 
fuch  delightful  feeling,  inftantaneouily  imprefled  upon  us  ;  for 
thevprefumptuous  finner  may  work  himfelf  into  the  imagi- 
nation of  it,  and  the  modeft  and  humble  faint  experience  it 
much  lefs  ftrongly  :  but  the  rule  is,  to  know  ourfelve^,  as 
well  as  others.  By  our  fruits  $•  If  ourjaith  work  by  love  ||  j 
love  of  God,  love  of  our  neighbour,  love  of  goodneis  and  of 
heaven,  all  is  well. '  In  thefe,  therefore,  exercife  yourfelves, 
to  ma%e  your  calling  and  ele£Hon  furty  and  your  focieties  re- 
fpedable  ;  for  if  ye  do  thefe  things  ^  yefhall  never  fall  ^. 

Each  of  you  then  be  careful  feparately  to  adorn  the  doElrine 
of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things  **.  Ahflain,  not  oiAjfrom 
all  evil,  but  all  appearance  of  evil  W^  left  the  name  of  God  he 
blafphsmed  through  you  among  the  Gentiles  JJ.  Be  not  con- 
formed to  this  world  J  J  in  any  thing  finful,  enfnaring,  fufpi- 
cious  ;  for  fuch  many  of  the  cuftoms  of  this  world  arc.  A- 
Void  unbecoming  levities  in  difcourfe ;  indulgence  to  the  full^ 
or  delicacy,  in  meats  and  drinks  ;  vain  jQiew  and  eipence  in 
gpparel ;  amufements  of  bad  report  or  bad  example ;  form 

your 
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your  families,  as  well  as  yourfelves,  to  feeh  and  Jet  their  of* 
feBions^  not  on  things  on  the  earthy  but  things  above,  cohere 
Chrift  Jitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God*.     Yet  at  the  fame 
time  recommend  jour  ferioufnefs  by  as  eafy  and  cheerful  a 
deportment  as  you  can  ;  be  gentle  f,  be  courteous  %  ;  excufe 
yourfelves  with  civility  from  wh^t  you  cannot  approve  ;  ecn- 
fure  no  liberties  that  are  innocent ;  and  with  moderation  join 
gracefully,  if  poffible,  in  all  harmlefs  things,  to  which  pro- 
priety invites  you.     In  your  dealings  and  buiinefs,   be  ju2, 
fincere,  equitable,  compaflionate  ;  for  it  is  a  dreadful  preju- 
dice againll  the  gofpel,  when  they,  who  diftinguifli  themfelves 
in  the  prgfeffion  of  it,  are  thought  unfair,  indireft,  unreafon- 
able,  hard-hearted.     Be  alfo  diligent  in  your  vocations,  fru- 
gal, prudent ;  for  thefe  alfo  are  Chriftian  duties  :  and  if,  for 
want  of  obferving  them,  you  fail  to  thrive  tolerably  well  in 
the  world,  all  will  be  imputed  to  your  expence  of  tinae,  and 
thought,  and  money,  on  your  religious  nieetings  and  fchemes. 
Befides,  you  ought  both  to  labour  and  be  faving,  that  you  may 
have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth  §.     Infidels  are  apt  to  boail 
of  their  charity  and  good-nature ;  and  it  concerns  us  highly 
not  to  let  them  be  fuperior  to  us  in  any  branch  of  our  Savi- 
our's new  commandment^  univerfal  love  ||  ;  but  exercife  even 
towards  them,  who  feldom  fail  to  treat  us  and  our  holy  faith 
defpitefuUy  and  contemptuoufly,  as  far  as  they  can,  all  the 
humanity,  candour  and  friendlinefs,  that  is  coniiftent  with 
being  undejiled  and  fepar  ate  from  finners  ^.     Much  more  be 
mild  towards  profefTed  Chriftians,  who  feem  either  on  the 
one  hand  too  rigid,  or  on  the  other  defeftive,  in  faith  or  prac- 
tice.    Guard  yourfelves  againft  both  extremes  ;  warn  them, 
if  properly  called  to  it ;  but  otherwife  leave  them  to  their 
own  majler,  tojland  or  fall**.     Even  fhould  any  of  them  be 
fo  ill-informed  or  ill-tempered,  as  to  think  or  fpeak  flightly 
or  harfhly  of  you  perfonally,  or  of  your  focieties,  inftruB 
them  in  meeknefs  j-f,  if  there  be  hope  of  fetting  them  right,  if 
not,  6ear  with  them  in  filencc,  a^d  be  content  with  the  tcfti- 
piony  of  a  good  confciencQ. 
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In  proportion  as  each  of  you  fingly  obferves  or  tranfgrefles 
thefe  gofpel  rules^  he  will  bring  honout  or  ihame  on  himfelf^ 
on  the  pahicular  body  to  which  he  belongs,  on  thefe  aiTem- 
blies  in  general*     And  their  influencing  their  members  effec- 
tually to  eminent  goodnefs,  is  the  beft,  indeed  the  only  firong 
argument,  that  you  can  ufe  to  invite  others  into  them.  l!liere- 
fore  take  efpecial  care,  that  you  may  always  be  able  to  ufe 
that  with  truth.     For  this  end,  beware,  ill  the  firft  place,  of 
letting  your  conferences  degenerate  i^to  form  without  power*, 
into  lukewa^rmnefs  and  fupinenefs,  a  name  that  you  live^  while 
indeed  you  are  dead  \  ;  and  if  there  have  been  any  tendency 
this  way,  remember  from  whence  you  are  fallen  %  ;  he  zealous  . 
and  repent  §,  and  pray  God  to  revive  his  work  in  the  inidfl  of 
the  years  ||.     Beware,  in  the  next  place,  of  running  into  con- 
troveriies  and  difputes.     You  have  wifely  guarded  againft 
thefe,  by  admitting  fuch  perfons  only  as  are  well  aSeded  to 
our  prefent  happy  eftablilhment  in  church  and  ftate«     Guard 
againft  them  ftill  further^  by  avbiding  to  debate  any  unnece£« 
fary  points  of  any  kind.     Never,  indeed^  flight  what  God 
hath  plainly  taught,  but  never  infift  on  what  he  hath  |iot ; 
about  all  needlefe  qiieftions,  allow  different  opinions  amongil 
yourfelves,  without  talking  of  them  \  neither  cenfure  thofe 
of  others,  nor  prefs  your  own.     In  matters  of  pradiical  reli- 
gion, indeed^  you  not  only  may^  but  ought  to  be  carneft.    Yet 
even  there,  defpife  not  good  perfons  of  lefs  fervent  difpoli- 
tions  \  and  heat  not  one  another,  or  yourfelves,  into  unmeau'^ 
ing  or  injudicious  tranfports,  but  let  your  piety  be  at  once 
an  aifeftionate  and  a  reafonable  fervice  5[.     Be  mutually  help- 
ful, if  you  properly  can,  even  in  temporal  affairs :  for  the 
apoAle  hath  direded  us  to  do  ^ood^  efpecially  unto  them  that 
nre  of  the  houfehold  of  faith  **j  and  therefore  furcly  to  thofe 
whom  we  have  the  beft  ground  to  think  worthy  members  of 
that  houfehold.    But  your  principal  concern,  beyond  all  com- 
^arifon,  is  to  promote  yopr  common  good  in  fpirituals  ;  to 
tomfort  yourfelves  together^  and  ed\fy  one  aiiotber^  even  as  ye 
do  tt-     If  a  man  he  overtaken  in  a  faulty  to  reftore  fuch  a  one 
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in  the  fpirit  of  meelnefs^  each  confidering  bimfelf,  left  he  alfo 
he  tempted*  j  to  fujfer  the  word  of  exhortation  \j  and  even  of 
rebuke,  with  patience,  according  to  that  of  the  Pfalmiil,  Lu 
the  righteous  fmite  me  friendly  and  reprove  meX\  and  of  &- 
lomon^  He  that^rebuketh  a  man,  Jhall  afterwards  Jind  morefa^ 
ffour,  than  he  that  Jtattereth  with  the  tongue^.  Naj,  fliould 
MJ  one  by  his  behaviour  oblige  jou  to  have  no  longer  com^ 
pany  with  him,  that  he  may  be  a/hamed,  yet  the  precepts  of 
Chriitian  charity  bind  you,  not  to  count  him  an  enemy,  but 
iliU,  fo  far  as  there  is  any  room  left,  admonifh  him  as  a  hro^ 
ther^.  But,  brethren,  though  I  fpeak  thus  boldly  to  you,  as 
putting  you  in  mind,  yet  I  am  perfuaded  of  you,  that  ye  are 
full  of  goodnefs,  and  all  knowledge,  able  to  admonifb  one  ano* 
ther  %,  without  foreign  affiftance.  And  therefori^  I  add  only 
mj  hearty  prayers,  that  youir  love  may  abound  yet  more  and 
more  in  knowledge  and  aUjudgrhent,  that  ye  rtiay  approve  things 
that  are  excellent,  that  ye  may  bejincere  and  without  offence  tiO 
the  day  of  Chrijl,  being  fUUd  with  the  fruits  of  righteoufnefs, 
which  are  by  Jefus  Chrijl  unto  the  glory  and  praife  of  God**  • 
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